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Lubaina Himid is an 
artist who creates paintings 

to explore hidden histories. Her 
paintings uncover messages of 

fabrics in vivid colours and 
patterns inspired by different 

journeys and a sense of 
identity and family.

About the Artist

The Kanga is a rectanglular 
piece of cotton cloth with a border 

all around it. It is printed with bright 
colours and bold designs and is as 
long as the stretch of your open 
arms and wide enough to cover 

you from neck to knee.
 

Kangas originally come from 
East Africa. Fabric is cut into two 

separate pieces and then worn as a 
pair - called a ‘Doti’.

From the choice of material to the 
design and pattern, we can tell a lot 
about the time that they were made 

and the people who made them.

The Kanga is protective and 
decorative, but it is also all about 

sending a message. It might be a message 
of love and reassurance or it could be a 
message of warning. The message on

 a Kanga could be a way of 
expressing yourself.

About the Kanga

The Colour Wheel

Now you have seen the 
exhibition, what do you think? 

Are your thoughts different to 
before you looked around the show? 

Take a few moments to write 
or draw something and then check 

to see what you did at 
the beginning.

What do you think now?

Want to learn more?

 Lubaina uses strong colours 
and simple shapes in her paintings. 

A colour wheel is a simple tool to help 
you choose which colours 

best go together.

From the Colour wheel can you 
pick out the primary colours?

STA
RT

FINISH

The more you learn about colour, 
the more there is to see!

What colours would you choose? And what would be your important message?

Can you design and colour a Kanga that tells a story about where you are from? 

How many faces can you 
spot in the exhibition?

We have lots of free workshops 
and events for children at Modern 
Art Oxford. Please ask our Gallery 

staff to find out more!


