Work

Photographs by lan Beesley
Poems by lan McMiillan

Gallery 2 Salts Mill Saltaire
September 2018 to August 2019

Supported by

UCLAN the university of Central Lancashire
Gallery Oldham

Arts Council England



GALLERIES - GALLERY 2 X

LR

OB IEEEO0

-_ - - S - = -

IAN BEESLEY: WORK

This exhibition presents work from the last 4 decades by lan Beesley, one of Europe’s finest social
documentary photographers. Large-scale prints include images taken at Salts Mill in the 80s as it
slowly shut down, and some from 2017 when Beesley returned to see the building thriving once more,
Elsewhere, an extraordinary Wall of Workers shows portraits of men and women employed in trades
which no longer exist. The final part of the gallery houses The Big Big Camera - a century-old
industrial relic revived by Beesley - and the work he has created with it. Throughout the show are
poems written by lan McMillan, Beesley's friend and frequent collaborator.

Open Mon - Fri 10-5:30; Sat & Sun 10-6pm.
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lan Beesley, celebrated documentary photographer
and Honorary Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society,
is Bradford born and bred. In 1985/86 he photographed
Salts Mill as it slowly shut down. In 2017 he returned

to explore how the mill had changed with technology
firms occupying the space where cloth was once woven.
These images of now and then, seen in this first space,
reflect on change, humanity, hard work & pride.

“The Bobbin Doffer’ is exhibited alongside a poem
written by Beesley’s friend and frequent collaborator

lan McMillan.

The second part of the gallery shows Beesley’s work
on capturing vanishing trades. The wall sculpture
is a collaboration with the designer Craig Oldham.

The third part of the gallery contains ‘The Big Big Camera’
- an enormous industrial relic revived by Beesley.
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Sculpture

Option 4
Landscape
approx 1500 x 1334mm

Letters will be made as
stencils like Grafters
Exhibition and will be cut
out from the metal

« CARDERS »

« CASTERS »

e COMBERS »

o FETTLERS

« DOFFERS »

* LIGGERS »

e TATLERS o
oFITTERSe

« BURLERS o

* MENDERS «

* SORTERS »

« WEAVERS »

« SPINNERS »

* PORERS »

e CORERS »

o PATTERNMAKERS o
* STAMPERS

* MULESPINNERS «
» PACKERS »

* HOODTURNERS »
o PLATELAYERS «

e FITTERS o

* TIPSTRETCHERS »
* OVERLOOKERS »
o SCOURERS »

* WARPERS »

* MINERS »

» WINDERS »

» QUENCHERS »

» PRESSERS »

e SLUBBERS »

o BALERS »

« ROADRUNNERS »
o CAPSTEAMERS »
o SHOTFIRERS »

» BREWERS o

« BOBBINMAKERS
e FRYERS o

e SHUTTLERS »

o LEADBURNERS »
e FELLMONGERS »
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44 portraits of workers to stand for 44 years
as a pher by @lanBeesleyphoto in a show
coming very soon @SaltsMill .

I’ve had a Beesley on my wall for something
near thirty years, and .. I’'m not bored of it
yet. Terrific pher. Go see.

9:41 AM - 20 Sep 2018

8 Retweets 19 Likes o] "j) & Q m H X e {3







BOBBIN DOFFER CARRYING HISTORY

Look at this man, how he carries the bobbins

So carefully, each hand just so. Here, and here.

He’s carrying the jokes and he’s carrying the stories
The Bobbin Doffers told each other in the brief rests
They took, when the sun from the windows lit the wool in
the air.

Look at this man, how he carries the bobbins

In a kind of practised geometry of balancing.

He’s carrying the structure of a lost language,

A lost way of thinking, a set of skills and solutions

That hung in the air for a while like wool in light,

Then faded.

Look at this man, how he carries the bobbins

Like he’s carrying history.

And he can’t see where he’s going, can’t see which way
History’s heading. But we can see him.

lan McMiillan






WE’'RE ALL IN THE SHADOW OF THE BUS STOP

The slubbers stood here,

And the stampers.

Now the programmers stand,
And the packers.

The dyers stood here

And the combers.

Now the carers stand,

And the chuggers.

All in the shadow of the bus stop
All waiting for the bus to come
All in the office or the workshop
To the beat of the working drum
All waiting for the bus to come
All waiting for the bus to come

lan McMiillan 2018
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Salts Mill @SaltsMill - Sep 19 v
m" And today we welcomed the big big camera - 3 meters x 2 metres long, and a

hundred years old!

The brilliant documentary photographer lan Beesley set the camera up outside

to take a picture of the mill. The results should be on the walls in about a week!

#Photography #Photographer

21 Carlton Fine Art
& Antique Centre
®  2uirin
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Photographer @lanBeesleyphoto
photographs @SaltsMill with the Huge
Hunter Penrose #camera see @yorkshirepost
@LeedsNews #photography

A ?

3 Retweets 17 Likes ‘}@ e’ a‘ a‘




Salts Mill @SaltsMill - Sep 20 v
Y| Lots of fab pictures in @Bradford_TandA of @lanBeesleyphoto putting the big
big camera together - it’s quite a task...

This antique camera is twice as big as a fridge

AN INDUSTRIAL age relic came to the district yesterday morning to give the
public a snapshot of the history of photography.

thetelegraphandargus.co.uk

Q 1 {37 O QO 4 &8
Show this thread
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: @luxmy_g

Timelapse of a 100-year-old camera being
assembled by @lanBeesleyphoto to take a
photo of Bradford’s @SaltsMill See the full
report by me and @dannelson_cam on
@BBCLookNorth &2
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44 portraits of workers to stand for 44 years
as a pher by @lanBeesleyphoto in a show
coming very soon @SaltsMill .

I’ve had a Beesley on my wall for something
near thirty years, and .. I’m not bored of it
yet. Terrific pher. Go see.

9:41 AM - 20 Sep 2018

8 Retweets 19 Likes 4 @ '29 .2 m (9 by e ;’_"




ﬂ GalleryOldham m §
2GalleryOldham

Our Big Big Camera is being installed at
@SaltsMill today as part of a new
@lanBeesleyphoto exhibition. Well worth a
visit!

10 Retweets 10 Like: & " e@o h b @



TRUSTED NEWS READ BY 120,761 PEOPLE IN PRINT AND ONLINE EVERY DAY

Tele 1a h

Thursday, September 20, 2018

CANNABIS
FARMER
GETS THREE
YEARS’ JAIL

Vietnamese illegal immigrant
grew drugs in house - PAGE 5§
telegraphandargus.co.uk

Rolling! lan
brings giant

News

camera to

historic site

IT'S almost twice as big as |RRREEENRNE i ] : SRR A :
a fridge, takes 20 minutes e s : : i & ﬂrhon ch

to assemble and originally N : v L R ¢ 7 Art
held a two-foot-square \ NN PR e " R : v | ¢ Antique Centre

negative — so it's no won- . P 3 2 - Sl ] | .m!."w\..ry‘lc
der this century-old camera EEta g - ., B } s )

was the focus of attention
when it arrived In Saltaire
yesterday.

Photographer and artist
lan Beesley has restored §
the 'Big Big Camera' over
two years and now travels
across the North of Eng-
land with it in his van —and  jsoms
a hydraulic platform to get B
it out. He stopped in -Sal- B
taire for a shot of Salts Mill.

FULL STORY - CENTRE »
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lanseest

he bigger picture as he brings

giant historic camera to the district

Photographer
brought camera
back to life in two-
year restoration

AN INDUSTRIAL age relic came
to the district yesterday morning
to give the public a snapshot of the
histary of photography

“The Big Blg Camera” is a con-
tury old and was brought to Salts
Mill to snap an old school photo of
ooe of the maost fxmous parts of the
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

The large multimagerial struc.
ture gets its name from the fact It
measures thiee moetres long and
two metres wide, which Is nearly
twice as big as the average fridge.

lan Beesley, sward-winning and
interpationally  acclabmed  artist
and photograpber, who has had
wark shown in the National Media
Museum before, s the peeson who

A

L

brought the artefact back to life ¢
over a two-year period. ’ e il e i N
d}knowmnus';gmuhc.\in:{a . s ol @ e ._4\‘-\:‘_ b i, T e T
England with canwra o his  b—er” S 2 - \ . . A ~ i~ ~ S
trusty Ford Transit. complete with - . =" S s RN ‘ﬁ\—‘\)ﬁ —

;:,‘;;,':,“oﬂ,w” PRMOFI 0 R ) CATE: The giant camera is moved at Salts Mill by photographer lan Beesley (right) and Sean Baggaley using sack trucks

Yesterday's stop was Saltaire for
a shot of the villagn's famotas mill,

Setup of the camera s a farcry
froen the case of being able 10 take
a selfie on & phooe, or even the pro-
fesstonal-style photos same smart.
phones can now aspire to,

This piece of history physi-
cally needs to be assembled and
takes a massive 20 minutes to do
50 in modern day terminology.
that means in thousands of selfies’
time.

Large pleces of polished wood,
big bellows and machined metal all
Bave to be brought together to cre-
ate the final product.

Onoce in position, Mr Beesley has
a single chance to get the shot - un.
less be wants to disassemble the
camera again, get to a place of com-
plete darknoss, change the multiple

e .

Ao o ST

negatives and start over, somothing
which would take a click of a bue.
fon on a smartphone or & modern
day camera.

The photographer has to use a
special device to measure the light.

Such meticulous and intricate
preparation is reminiscent of Mr
Beesley’s effort in restoring the
huge Hunter Penrose camern,

It was originally used by a com-
pany man uring wallpaper at
Rome Mill, Oldham and was glven a
Bome at Gallery Oddham when the
wrecking ball beckoned.,

Mr Beesdey took it as hils personal
mission to bring a piece of history
back to life when he saw the camern
sitting in the gallery stoges.

After 12 Jong menths of cleaning
and repairing the camera, the most

L] - L ]

difficult part was yetto come

The device was disizred to take
huge negatives, 24 Inches square,
but, Mr Boesley congocted a plan.

His solutbon was 0 creato & grid
which could take smaler negatives,
resulting in images made up of =
separate prints which coudd then be
brought together agon.

This unique method was on show
at Salts Mill, with Mr Beesley seen
plecing together the companents
of the camera pazade, Hiling it with
film, before getting vnder the de
vice's cover behind the lens to take
2 photo,

The result of the shoot at Salts
MilL, plus other recen: wark, Is set
to be shown in an upeming exhibi-
thon, which is opening on Septem-
ber 24,
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