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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

BY DR. F. R. LEES, F.S.A., SCOT. 

THE author of this book has been identified with the Temperance Move

ment for over half a century; and having equipped himself for narrating 

the story by long preparation, tells it with the knowledge of an eye-witness 

in simple language and an impartial spirit. 

Many histories of the Temperance Reformation covering limited periods 

and districts have been written, but it is only now that a comprehensive 

account of the movement in all its developments, and in every land, has been 

attempted. It is only now that the numerous earnest workers in the cause, 

belonging to every rank in life, from the most humble to the most exalted, have 

at last had the justice done them of chronicling their labours in conjunction 

with the story of the great cause they had so much at heart. The innumer

able Biographical notices, which are a distinctive characteristic of the book, 

with the extensive portrait gallery with which it is so admirably illustrated, 

give it a unique place in temperance literature. All the portraits so beauti

fully reproduced here are of much interest, and many of them of great rarity. 

The history of a movement like the Temperance Reformation differs 

from that of a period in the life of the race, insomuch as the historian has 

not in this case to seek remote and complicated causes for the production of 

the visible effects. 

A monster evil is in palpable existence, destroying great numbers of the 

community, and a plan is devised for stamping out the plague, founded 

on the knowledge of its cause. The evil is drunkenness, the alleged cure 

abstinence from intoxicating drink and prohibition of its sale. A history of 

the progress of this method of cure of course resolves itself into a chronicle of 

special and organized effort-a personal application of the cure in the first 

place, and an active propaganda to induce others to adopt it in the next, 

followed by ccmbined effort to remove the poison beyond the reach of likely 

victims by legislative prohibition, and the education of the masses as to the 

nature and effects of intoxicating drink,-ofwhich we shall saymorepresently. 

The following story details our programme from its adoption m an 

imperfect form within the period of contemporary memory, and traces 

improvements in principles and methods down to the present year. 
VOL. I. 
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Though doubtless the social, economic, ethical, critical, and physiological 

aspects of the temperance question are well known to many of our readers, and 

are fully treated in the body of the book, a few words in this introduction may 

be useful towards a concise and connected view of our entire problem and 
aims. 

The real temperance education of the people at large, especially of the 

young, has only just begun, and underlying principles and broad facts are 

required to stimulate them to truer and more earnest efforts, to which, it is 
hoped, this book will largely contribute. 

The book itself will show, however, what an enormous benefit the 

Temperance Reformation has been to millions of the people, how it has 

arrested the progress of vice and the decay of the race, notwithstanding the 

lamentable fact that its principles are still unknown and its value uncom

prehended by fifteen millions of the adult population of drinkers in Great 

Britain and Ireland, and by great numbers in the United States, the Colonies, 

and all places where modern civilization has planted a foot. It has been no 

failure with the millions who have embraced its principles, for truth, like 

physic, must be tried before it can fail. The failure has been with the un

wise who have rejected it, just as in the matter of our common Christianity. 

The vice and degradation of many of the English-speaking p ople is no 

proof of the failure either of Christianity or of Temperance - common 

facts in both regards simply show that there is an obstruction in the way, 

which waits to be removed by appropriate methods. Temperance reformers 

to-day are all but agreed a to what that obstruction is, and as to the 

methods by which it is to be overcome-namely, by their voti.ng as they pray, 

for the removal of temptation. This is fast becoming the cardinal principle of 

their politics, by adherence to which their great end can alone be achieved. 

Throughout all historical time, unrecognized for many ages, unthought 

of by the multitude, there has been a superstition, an interest, and an influ

ence more mighty and maleficent-more disastrous, in various ways, to civili

zation, to physical, moral, and social progress-than all other forces operating 

in our midst. That evil has been, and IS, the manufacture, SALE, and use of 
strong drinlc-a system interwoven with our daily usages and pecuniary 

interests, and sustained by ignorance of the laws of health in all classe&. 

It would be a great mistake, however, to suppose that thoughtful men 

in many ages, and amongst many tribes and nations, had been totally blind 

to the cardinal fact of the Temperance Reformation, namely, that the vice of 

drunkenness and its degrading sequences sprang out of the nature and 
action of the strong drinlc itself. There truly is the Jons et origo of the 

whole mischief-the source of the whole evil. So far light did come to a 
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select few in various places, but . the time was not ripe for that organized 

combating of the causes, direct and indirect, which can alone accomplish a 

permanent destruction of them. The realizing of such an ideal, however, 

is conceived, and hopeful signs are to-day all around us; for though this 

remarkable movement of our age can hardly number sixty years, it has accu

mulated in power and impetus to such an extent as to become a dominant 

influence in some of the greatest governments of the world. Its ideas are 

already paramount in our provincial and colonial parliaments, a victorious 

element in the Western States of the North American Republic, and a power

ful factor in the politics of the time, even in the British House of Commons. 

To all who think, it must be obvious that some great truth, some potent 

necessity, is at the bottom of this world-wide revolution of thought and 

breaking up of social customs. "Ignorance" and" fanaticism" could hardly 

be adequate to achieve such intellectual conquests. A thousand years before 

the Christian era abstinence as a practice and a doctrine-a "counsel of 

perfection," as the early fathers named it-prevailed in China, India, Egypt, 

Persia, Syria, and Greece. Philon records that thousands of treatises by 

physicians had been written against drunkenness, while every one can see 

in our common Bibles how abstinence was taught and practised by priest 

and prophet, by N azirite and by Rechabite, for long ages. Paul expressly 

repre ents abstinence 1 as an outstanding characteristic of his disciples, " the 

sons of the day"! (1 Thessalonians v. 5-8). In the Poemander, a cribed 

to H ermes Thricegreat (Ed. Paris, 1554), we have this interpretation of 

Paul's words, unless Paul was himself quoting from that book, "Stand 
and be sober" (~rijrE v7J~avrEc); and again, "Where all are sober" (ciXAa 
7!"avrEc v7Jcpovutv ). The Jewish Essenes even called wine "the physic of 

fools." Many prophets saw the facts of this case who knew not the 

philosophy underlying them, though Paul's language ("wine wherein is 

excess") fits in perfectly with the modern scientific truth. 

Phylarchus, B.C. 215, is cited by Athenreus thus: "The Greeks who sacri

fice to the Sun-god make libations of honey. They never bring wine to the 

altars, because it is fitting that the God who keeps the whole universe in 

order should in no way be associated with drunkenness." 

Philon says of the Essenes: "They abstain altogether from wine. Water 

is their only drink;" on which Bishop Eusebius, in his Ecclesiastical Hist01·y, 
at the end of chapter 17, has this comment: "That Philon, when he wrote 

these words, had in view the first heralds of the gospel, and the original 

practices handed down from the Apostles, must be obvious to all." 

1 I may remark here that the Greek word translated sober is the very word used by Josephus and 

Philon in relation to the abstinence of the priesthood enforced by the penalty of death. 



xvi THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

When doctrine so opposed to the appetites and prejudices of society was 

announced, it had a startling effect, and instantly a number of superficial 

objections were made by the leaders of the world in pulpit and press, having 

their ground in pure ignorance of science, criticism, and logic. For example, 

alcohol was called "a good creature of God," for the production of which 

fermentation was supposed to be a law expressly provided! This argument 

obviously assumed that whatever art or man did, God sanctioned it, and 

was responsible for it; and hence that the makers of powder and pistols, 

of beer and burgundy, were but God's appointed agents for good! And 

to bulwark up this absurdity a prelate of the English Church declared that 

the abstainers were, in their ignorance, inconsistent, because they took sugar 

in their tea, and sugar contained alcohol, as was evident from its coming 

out! We laugh at such statements nowadays, for our very children have 

learned that chemistry is not a question of being in and coming out, but 

of "combination" and "mutual action," by which every change of position 

in nature's atomic material results in a new form with new qualities. The 

microscope has further revealed the fact that the true origin of all alcoholic 

liquors is the decomposition of the created sugar by the action of the torulm, 

and for employing these special microbes to do this destructive work the 

brewer and his customer are alone responsible. 

The pioneers of our Temperance movement, however, were not learned 

but practical men, of good common sense and great earnestness, whose minds, 

once directed to the subject, went straight to the very heart of it. Their 

enthusiasm appealed to the available conscience of the community, and 

gradually attracted to the great theme other more cultured and broader 

intellects, who formulated the whole theory while the great practical work 

everywhere went on.1 Innumerable discussions in the press, the pulpit, and 

on the platform aroused the indifferent and the hostile, until the grand 

programme became visible to the awakened public, and from this agitation 

arose the great organizations, ever increasing in solidarity and strength. 

First of the methods came MORAL SUASION, the exhibition of evidence to 

the reason and conscience of society; in other words, the attempt to expel 

the prevailing notion that strong drink was good because it was pleasant, by 

showing that its use impaired health, lessened enjoyment, and injured alike 

body, soul, and circumstances. The first temperance pledge enjoined only 

abstinence from spirits and the limited use of fermented liquors. Then 

came the trial and verdict as to wine and beer - ending in the teetotal 

pledge; and to this extension of it to the total of these liquors we owe the 

1 See the first complete view of "the Philosophy of the Temperance Movement" in Temperance Spec

tator, vol. i. (1858), afterwards embodied in the Text-boolc of T emperance (1860). 
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unfortunate and now meaningless phrase "total abstinence," which should 

be eliminated as a useless pleonasm. 

The second method was the PROHIBITION of the outer half of temptation 

(the inner one being appetite), which is found in the drink-shop and the 

publican (licensed by law to carry on a trade inconsistent at once with the 

fraternity of the race and the morality of mankind 1 ). To tolerate narcotic 

drink and drink-selling, men are now beginning to perceive, is to undermine 

the physical constitution of man, and, in ultimate result, the mental and 

moral capacity of the community. This truth is acknowledged by two of 

the highest intellectual authorities of our age. Mr. Herbert Spencer, in 

his Principles of Psychology, says:-" Substances which, like opium and 

hashish, exalt the rate of molecular change in the nervous centres, and so 

intensify the feelings and ideas as to cause illusions. . . . [As to J alcohol, 

rether, chloroform, &c., when their anresthetic effects begin, the highest 

nervous actions are the first to be arrested; and the artificial paralysis 

implicates, in descending order, the lower or simpler nervous actions. 

Incipient intoxication [the feeling of being 'jolly'] shows itself in a failure 

to form involved and abstract relations of ideas" (i. pp. 610-1)-in other 

words, incapacitates for thinking. 

The great Cyclop03dia of Practical Medicine, edited by Prof. Von 

Ziemssen, of Munich, thu lays down the scientific facts that explain the 

necessary growth of drinking:-

"The alcohol which circulates in the blood modifies the normal course of 

organic functions in various ways. The outward symptoms, the expression 

of these disturbances, are lilce those induced by other narcotics. . . , The 

nerve centres have their functions stimulated at first [i.e. all vitality resists, 

till overcome], and then their activity is gradually abolished for the time ... 

modified of course by the quantity of the poison taken, and by the time the 

poison works, so that we get a variety of phenomena, sometimes only the 

stage of excitement [resistance], sometimes the paralytic. If its results are 

at first limited to the cortical portion of the brain, they may gradually extend 

1 "George Sand," in her Miller of Angibmdt, has well illustrated the need of harmonizing moral 
theory and material surroundings:-

" We hear a religion of fraternity and community spoken of, in which all men would become happy 

by loving one another, and not by stripping themselves of their possessions. It is said that this is a 

problem which the greatest saints of Christianity, like the greatest sages of antiquity, have been upon 

the point of solving. It is said that this religion is ready to descend into the hearts of men, ALTHOUGH 

EVERYTHING IN THE ACTUAL WORLD SEEMS TO CONSPIRE AGAINST IT; since from the mighty and fearful 

shock of all the different interests of selfishness, must arise the nece.~sity of an entire change of system, the 
weariness of evil, the longing desire for the good and the true." 

While such a social anomaly exists as institutions for the theoretical teaching of temperance and 

morality, side by side with two hundred thousand seminaries devoted to the practical training of drunk

ards, paupers, and criminals, it is sheer absurdity to expect anything like general sobriety and virtue. 
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to all the central organs . . . [and are J known unequivocally by persistent 

anomalies of function. Doses originally potent [operating upon a weakened 

resisting tissue J gradually cease to produce the same effect. The energy of the 

heart soon becomes greatly diminished. The reddening of the skin, as well 

as the sinking of the blood-pressure, point to a diminution of the tone of the 

arteries. The baneful effects of the poison affect all communities" (vol. xvii.). 

If we reflect upon the fact that alcoholics to the money value of 

£126,000,000 are still yearly drank by 13,000,000 of adults in Great Britain, 

excluding 2,000,000 of adult abstainers, we may reach some approximate 

conception of the vast injury which accrues to the nation, physical, social, 

and mental, through the unceasing operation of the poison. What Dr. Benj. 

Ward Richardson said, years ago, in his Diseases of ~~Modern Life, will no 

longer appear to be an exaggerated statement:-

" In whatever way the physician turns his attention to determine the 

persistent effects of alcohol, he sees nothing but disease and death: mental 

disease, mental death,-physical disease, physical death" (p. 210). 

A French philosopher, Michelet, in his beautiful book, L'.Amour, has 

noticed more clearly than any other writer the fact of the generally unseen 

but terrible results of drinking on the race. He says:-

"We cannot conceal from ourselves, that m these latter times the incli
nations have undergone profound changes. The causes are numerous. 

I will mention two only- at once physical and moral- which, acting 

clirectly on the brain, and deadening it, tend to pamlyse all moral power. 

For a century past the invasion of spirituous liquors and narcotics has 

made irresistible progress, with results varying according to the population · 

-here obscuring the mind and debasing it beyond recovery; there eating 

more deeply into the physical existence, attacking the race itself; but in 

each case isolating the victim, giving him, even in his home, a deplorable 

preference for selfish enjoyments. No need for society to him, for love, for 

family. In their stead the dreary pleasures of polygamic life, which, 

imposing no responsibility upon the man, nor protecting the women (as 

in the polygamy of the East), is so much the more destructive, indefinite, 

boundless-stimulating and enervating by continual change." 1 

1 "On ne peut se dissimuler que la volonte n'ait subi dans les derniers temps de profondes alterations. 

Les causes en sont nombreuses. J'en signalerai deux seulement, morales et physiques a la fois, qui, 

frappant precisement au cerveau et l'emoussant, tendent a paralyser tontes nos puissances morales. 

Depuis un siecle, !'invasion progressive des spiritueux et des narcotiques se fait invinciblement, avec des 

resultats divers selon les populations ;-ici obscurcissant l'esprit, le barbarisant sans retonr,-la mordant 
plus profondement dans !'existence physique, attaignant la race m~me,-mais partout isolant l'homme, 

lui donnant, m~me au foyer, une deplorable preference pour les jouissances solitaires. Nul besoin de 

societe, d'amour, de famille . A la place, le mornes plaisirs d'une vie polygamique, qui, n'imposant nulle 

charge a l'homme, ne garantissant pas la femme (comme la polygamie de !'Orient) est d'autant plus 
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But no writer hitherto has yet duly estimated the full and far-reaching 

results of the licensed traffic. 

The ninety years of this century have, in the language of the time, 

been years of marvellous " progress" -and in material science and mere 

knowledge the fact is so-the epoch has been remarkable beyond parallel 

for political and philanthropic efforts to alleviate the misery and degrada

tion of the lapsed classes, and to remove obstacles to their improvement. 

So far as providing the means of personal comfort, a distinct success has 

been attained. But what of their actual character and condition? Let the 

following impartial witnesses testify. The report of the Lambeth Confer

ences of 1886-7-8, signed by the Bishop of London, says: - "The evils 

caused by intemperance press with heavier weight than ever they did before. 

The Church cannot be justified in witnessing this enormous amount of sin 

and mi ery without endeavouring to ascertain whether any special rneans 

can be discovered for effectually dealing with it. The experience of the 

last fifty years is strongly in favour of the use of the special means which 

have hitherto achieved whatever success has been achieved. The Temper

ance Societies have compelled the medical profession to study the subject 

with more care than before." 

Archbishop Benson has said, in one of his late visitation charges, that 

"the problems the English Church had to deal with were povertyp temper

ance, purity, and lay work; and it was absurd not to know that the pro

portion of the evil now to the palliatives in use was more formidable than 

of old." 

Facts, then, plainly show that the true remedy has not yet been applied, 

since the evil is more powerful than ever: so rampant, indeed, that its very 

enormity is compelling the attention of the conservative members of society. 

The political and religious classes have for generations been relying on two 

methods for cure, which have broken down utterly: education and wealcer 

d1·inlcs. The beer-house and the licensed grocery have simply aided the 

corruption of our working men and our women; 1 and national education 

destructive, indefinie, sans limit, stimulante et enervante par un continue] cbangement. "-Introd. 
p. 12 (Paris, 1858). 

1 In six divisions of London the number of women taken up during last year for being drunk was 5501, 

being 275 cases in excess of men and boys. Dr. Coghlan of Manchester, in March, 1890, speaking at a 
meeting there of the Women's Christian Temperance Association, said "he could tell them stories of 

drinking that would make them weep, of ladies who got drink where they got their bonnets, drink 

appearing in the bill as millinery! There was a horrid habit of ladies going about, having a glass of 

sherry here or a glass of claret there; and he knew of one lady, who was followed, that had drank nine 

glasses. In his experience he bad known only one woman over forty who had been able to give up 

drinking." What sort of an inheritance will pass to the children of such mothers? What multifarious 

curses to society so stupidly indifferent? 
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has not overtaken our national drunkenness, insanity, and crime. Whether 

we go to France, Germany, to the North American Republic, or to Great 

Britain, the same sad facts of failure confront us; so that Churchmen and 

Agnostics alike confess that the social millennium has not only not come, 

but seems farther off than ever. 

Cardinal Manning cites M. Jules Simon to show that "man himself is th 

greatest force under heaven," and that we must not only "enlighten the 

intellect but strengthen the will. A people dies only by the relaxation of 

its morals: it cannot die of its wounds." 1 

The fact must not, however, be ignored, that the doctrine of the corrupt
ing tendency of the drink traffic was understood by the ruling powers of 

England long ago, and wickedly employed for the destruction of the morals 

and independence of the people-a motive still operative with all the worldly 

and corrupt interests of our own time. The "Domestic MSS." of Elizabeth's 

reign, vol. i . .A..D. 1558, which can be seen in the National Record Office, reveals 

the terrible story. A nobleman (how frightful the perversion!) writing to 

Cecil, secretary of state, complains of the independence of the common people, 

peasants, farmers, and artisans, thus :-"The wealth of the meaner sort is 

the very summit of rebellion, the occasion of their insolence, of the contempt 

of the nobility. It must be cured by providing, as it were, OF SOME SEWERS 

OR CHANNELS TO DRAW OR SUCK FROM THEM THEIR MONEY BY SUBTLE AND 

INDIRECT MEANS, to be handled insensibly." The nobility and squirearchy 

got the power to license their servants to sell ale and wine throughout the 

country; these licenses were lavishly dispensed, yielding an income to the 

licensers, and so the people became corrupted in their morals and paralysed 

in their industry. Froude tells the frightful story, and Commissioner 

Tyldsley reports to Cecil (vol. i. p. 462) "that the alehouses-the very 

stock and stay of false thieves and vagabonds - were supported by the 
gentlemen for the worst of motives. I have spoken to sharpen you against 

the DEVIL and all his WICKED INSTRUMENTS" (Sept. 3, 1561). This" wicked 

instrument" has now developed into so huge a power as to master govern

ments, overawe magistrates, silence the church, restrain political partie , 

and rule the country; so strong, indeed, that no class whatever can cope 

with it, save the whole people, and they only by virtue and organized intel

ligence. In the reign of James I. government began to take the license 

fees, and corruption and indifference of course followed. The genius of 

gin long reigned supreme in London as Hogarth shows, and still the brewers 

and distillers :flourish on the poverty of the people. To this day this 

demoniac machinery "sucks" from the "meaner sort" alone nearly £20,000,000 
1 Dieu, Patrie et Liberte, pp. 295-6. 
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yearly to sustain law, police, army, navy, and hereditary pensioners; which 

sum, of course, would otherwise have to come out of "property," or be 

rendered needless by economy and reform. 

The time is fast coming, however,-in spite of "hope deferred," the result 

of the success of corrupting agencies and fallacious remedies-when all 

thinking people will be shut up to the true curatives-those which go to 

the primal causes of the evil. Legislators are even now echoing truths 

which they only half understand. Lord Randolph Churchill has already 

anathematized the traffic as "destructive and devilish"; and, looking at the 

results, is not that strong phrase as justly applied to drink-making and 

drink-selling, as was Lord Brougham's famous epithet hurled at slavery 

-"Infernal traffic"? 

The plainly-told tale which follows will record the irresistible progress 

of the ideas on which the Temperance enterprise is based. It will tell how, 

and by whom, its truths were established and extended all over the globe, 

·by personal advocacy and by the press-how they took root, and, in many 

happy fields, blossomed into life and law. It is, in simple fact, the most 

wonderful and successful moral agitation which has ever been witnessed in 

countries boasting of a considerable degree of freedom and enlightenment. 

It has been no social epidemic, but a tough warfare with all the strongest 

forces of "the world, the flesh, and the devil;" nevertheless, the entire pro

gramme of its earliest and staunchest advocates has been carried out without 

the slightest curtailment. Its propositions, here and there, may have been 

verbally modified-not one of them has had to be abandoned or reversed by 

advancing thought and knowledge. On the platform of Temperance, science, 

law, and philanthropy have embraced each other. 

The first of the programme, MORAL SUASION, is an address to the world's 

intellect and sympathy, founded on both egoistic and altruistic considera

tions. It is, that the use of alcoholics by the individual, wastes force, 

injures tissues, lowers health, shortens life, and transmits to our children less 

vigorous constitutions, and often impaired organisms. Above all, as regards 

the cure of inebriety, it is demonstrated that the idea of separating the use 
of narcotics by any community from the general abuse is a delusion, refuted 

alike by historical, physiological, and psychological science. All narcotics 

tend to abuse, and alcohol even more so than opium and hashish, because its 

fascinations are more insidious. "Wine is a mocker" (Prov. xx. I). 

But Moral Suasion is inadequate to the convincing of the mentally 

weak, and fails to save the young, the ignorant, and especially those in 

whom the germ of inebriety is already implanted. The pressure of social 

temptation is always the measure of human failure. We cannot ignore this 
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historic fact; and, curious to say, those who talk most about the " will not 

to drink" as the right guard against temptation, profess a belief in the devil 

and his power; but do they invite him to their table willingly? The TRAFFIC 

is clearly the great temptation to the millions, wherever and however carried 

on. All disinterested persons admit this now, and all talk of doing 

something to it, or about it. In its presence the pledges and wiser resolves 

of the people fade and 'fall away. Hence the only ground of hope for a 

sober world and sober church is the annihilation of the tempter and the 

whole machinery of temptation. 

PROHIBITION specially appeals to the philanthropist, the patriot, the Chris

tian disciple, and the God-lover of every creed. Neither Pagan nor Jew, 

neither Gnostic nor Agnostic, neither Protestant nor Romanist, neither 

Churchman nor Dissenter, neither Liberal nor Conservative, ought to be 

indifferent to the claims of this great cause. Every honest man should 

support and aid it. The first duty of all men is to find out the truth wh]ch 

is the law of life, the expression of God's will, while the second duty is to do 

it. On a qne. tion so plain, incapacity or ignorance cannot be pleaded, and on 

a matter of such tremendous import to society, indifference is inexcusable. 

The cause of temperance, as an intellectual theory, is now distinctly won, 

as much as was the cause of liberty and righteousness before the civil war 

of the United States of America put a practical termination to the crime of 

slavery. But this does not mean that all prejudices, all controversy, and all 

argument is at an end. All sorts of sophisms still survive, though many 

of the early ones are fossils. The popular one that alcohol was a "necessary" 

of life is refuted by the existence from day to day of five millions of teeto

tallers, who live in much better health than their drinking neighbours. The 

figures of insurance societies and benefit-clubs show that an abstainer's life 

has an advantage of from ten to twelve years over the life of a drinker. 

Writers have sought to defend alcohol-drinking by giving verbal defini

tions of "Temperance" which begged all the facts in dispute; but the 

Socratic definition extinguishes the quibble at once. "Temperance is to 

know ('/>pov17u1{;) how to use what is good, and avoid what is bad." 

Another class of objections has been put forth by ministers of the Chris

tian church, founded on their private or traditional interpretation of the 

Scriptures, which has occasioned much doubt and trouble amongst those 

who knew the physical truth, but who accepted these clerical assertions as 

" infallibly" correct. Those who choose to inquire, however, with care and 

conscientiousness into the facts, will discover that, from Genesis to the 

Apocalypse, there is no single text which connects together GOD, SANCTION, 

and intoxicating drink. The word " strong" is an interpolation, the original 
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having only a term meaning" sweet." The critical argument by which the 

opponent attempts to bridge the wide abyss, namely, that if the word "wine" 

in one place is shown by the context to apply to fermented wine, the word 

in every other place must signify " fermented" wine like it, is not valid. 

Just as well might we argue that if the word" spirit," or" man," or" wife" 

be in any place applied to an evil-spirit, a bad-man, or a contentious-wife, 

THEREFORE in every other place the words must signify the same description 

of spirit, man, wife-and no other ! 1 Foiled in the application of this 

primal absurdity, and forced to concede that, in some cases, the word wine is 

applied to unfermented grape-juice, these critics then say that the first sense 

is at least " the prnper sense" of the word. Every great dictionary will 

show, as to a thousand words with various uses, that one use is as" proper " 

as another, that is, if understanded. It is of the very nature of words to 

grow, expand, or contract, that is, to become modified in their use and appli

cation. Gorn in England once meant any of the chief edible "grains"; but in 

the United States of America it is narrowed down to one species-Indian 

corn or maize. I may take an example from a book just published by an 

accomplished philologist. "Words etymologically related to our English 

mead reappear in Sanskrit, Greek, Celtic, Slavonic, and Latin, denoting 

either honey, sweetness, mead, wine, or drunkenness. In Northern Europe 

mead was replaced by beer-the English word ale (corresponding to the old 

Persian word alu, which means mead)" 2
• This much must sufF.ce for a 

specimen of the reasoning put forth in opposition to the doctrines and 

methods of the Temperance Societies. 

What HEGEL has well said of historical heroes in general is exemplified 

in the history of the Temperance movement. The pioneers of that move

ment "derived their purposes and vocation, not from the calm conservative 

course of affairs, but from a concealed fount-from that inner Spirit which, 

impinging on the surface world as on a shell, shivers it to pieces, because 

it is another and quite foreign force;-they were men who seemed to draw 

their life-impulses from themselves, and whose influence produced new 

conditions that appeared as their work. Yet, they had really no consciousness 

at starting of the great ideas they were helping to unfold-often being 

plain, practical men, with an insight into the needs of the time-what, 

indeed, was waiting for development-the very truth needed for their age 

1 In other controversies, where the principle of criticism is the same, and where wish, appetite, or 

interest are not involved, theologians see the plain truth. Here before me is the Anti-Pcedobaptism 

·Examined of the famous Edward Williams (Shrewsbury, 1789), the second volume of which opens thus 

on the Greek words for baptize and baptism:-" That the e words are GENERIC terms, and not confined to 

the specific mode of dipping appears (1) from a view of their different renderings, an<l an investigation of 

their primary meaning; (2) from a view of those pas ages where they refer to other modes than dipping." 

2 Origin of the Aryans. By Isaac Taylor, p. 170 (London, 1890). 
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and already formed in the womb of time." 1 These men-the really dis

tinguished amongst them-had faculties marvellously co-ordinated to their 

work, and were moved by motives perfectly correlated to their Divine 

mission, amongst which stand out pre-eminent a burning zeal, a devoted 

benevolence, and an unconquerable will. From such souls, as HEGEL says, 

"came forth that vast congeries of volitions and activities which constitute 

the instruments of the World-spirit for realizing its purposes;" and I agree 

in the further belief, that "Reason-the Divine Logos-governs the world, and 

therefore determines history." Nothing great, however, has ever been accom

plished without passion- earnestness, enthusiasm, fanaticism, call it what 

you will. It is this that alone wakens up to a response the latent power of 

young and unworldly souls, and which overcomes the inertia of the neglected 

masses; a power that, sooner or later, through its union with the truth, will 

assuredly conquer the great curse of Christendom-drink and drunkenness! 

And, finally, what should be sufficient to arouse mankind to needed 

earnestness - to evoke the enthusiasm of patriots and philanthropists -

save a true and distinct perception of the unequalled horrors of the drink 

system, in the presence of which the transient evils of war, pestilence, and 

famine appear trifling and insignificant. 

The ascertained facts concerning the increase of idiotcy and of insanity, 

especially of senile insanity, showing that the brain breaks down sooner than 

formerly-the sequences of a weakened nervous system, epilepsy and con

sumption 2-are truly appalling, but cannot here be dwelt upon. But one 

aspect of the question seems all-important, and I cannot close this introduc

tion without presenting the facts by way of final appeal. In daily conver

sation we hear the plea from drinkers that "they do not see why a score, 

or ninety-nine of them, should abstain from the use of alcoholics because 

the twenty-first or hundredth abuses the liquor!" Thus astoundingly 

blind is society to its own condition, showing, in a new direction, that 

"wine is a mocker" indeed! Two years ago 178 surgeons and physicians, 

1 Philosophy of History : Introduction. 
2 The researches of Dr. Paul Garnier show that the augmentation between 1872and1888 is equivalent 

to 30 per cent. In 1872 the number of cases of mental alienation registered at the Paris Prefecture was 
3080, and in 1888, 4449. Between the two dates named there were 62,572 cases of insanity; of this 

number 34,809 were men, and 27,770 women. The Figaro, in analysing the r esult of Dr. Garnier's 
inquiries, states that the increase of insanity are chiefly two well-defined types, Jolie alcoolique and 

paralysie generale. That is to say, the madness of modern Paris springs from intemperance and 

"overpressure." In fifteen years alcoholic insanity has nearly doubled amongst men, and more than 

doubled amongst women. Further, "overpressure" alone will not explain the increase of progressive 

general paralysis, and its continual augmentation is in evident relation with increasing intemperance. 
Dr. Garnier states that alcoholic insanity is more and more taking forms that are violent and dangerous 

to life.-[W e may add that Dr. Clouston of Edinburgh, in his last report of the Royal Insane Asylum, gives 

facts as startling as these. They will be found in the 9th volume of Dr. ·Lees's &lect Works, p. 49.] 
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at the request of the British Medical Association, sent m to a committee 

of that body a return of 4234 cases of male patients who had died between 

the ages of 25 and 65, with a description of their character in relation to 
drinking, under five heads, as follows:-

Class. Number. Per Cent. Characters. 

A-B. 1705 40•26 Moderate (115 abstainers). 
c. 1155 27•27 Careless drinkers: occasionally intoxicated. 
D. 659 15•56 Habitual drinkers to excess. 
E. 703 16•60 Drunkards. 

12 0·28 Unclassified. 

The figures concerning abstainers (a class of whom two-thirds are under 

20 years of age) are too few for an average concerning age at death; but as 

regards the others, 4119, drawn from various climates and occupations, and 

all ranks of life, we have a solid ground for conclusions (in regard to their 

relations to drink) applicable to the rest of the community. The population 

of England and Wales in 1888 was 28,628,804, of whom 54·2 per cent were 

upwards of 20 years of age 1 =15,517,352. Of these 8,069,023 were females, 

and 48 per cent= 7,448,328 males. Now if we apply these percentages to 

the adult males, we have the following numbers:-

Class A-B. 40·26 ...... 2,998,696. Moderate drinkers. 

" C. 27·27 ...... 2,031,159. Careless tipplers. 

" D. 15"56 ...... 1,158,959. Habitual drinkers to excess. 

" E. 16·60 ...... 1,236,422. Drunkards. 

Then, as regards adult females, shall we suppose that only half the drinking 

prevails with them as with men ?-and with respect to tho e who are in 

the prime of life (the mothers of the nation) it is probably not that; for had 

it been so, the deterioration of the race would have been even more evident 

than it is. But take it as we put it, we find that the percentage shows 

625,431 females given to excess, and 667,234 absolute drunkards-a fright

ful total of 1,292,665. Males and females given to excess therefore number 

together one million, seven hundred and seventy-five thousand, six hundred 

and twenty-one I-while of absolute drunkards, writhing in a helpless slavery 

to drink, we have together one million, eight hundred and ninety-one thou

sand, six hundred and thirty: a total of both classes of victims= 3,667,251. 

Let the imagination try to realize a picture of this dreadful fact. It 

is the great Stream of Tendency, and these are the finally developed results, 

floating down, as it were, from the upper to the lower reaches of a mighty 

river, onwards to the all-ingulfing ocean. The dull, unspeaking figures, 

recollect, stand for human lives: for living facts present now to the 

1 Of those who die at 25, affected with liquor, we must suppose five years for the training in drink, 

and ten years at least for the average development into what is recognized as confirmed inebriety. 

What years of misery to their families, who can tell? 
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Omniscient Eye even while I write. Reader! look at them m all their 

solemnity. Imagine that you sit by that dread stream, day by day for 

a whole year, whether in its middle or lower reaches, as you might on 

the banks of the Humber or the Thames, and what would you see, ~f 

you saw as God sees, and as the fact is? Each day you would behold 

floating down to their doom eight thousand four hundred and fifty of our 

sisters and brothers, of our countrymen and our country-women, one half 

yet struggling to rise above their slavery, the other half helpless and 

will-less-their only hope in the love and law of their brothers and their 

sisters. Shall that hope never be ful£lled? Shall that power never be 

put forth? Shall that love never blossom into fruition? Is it at all an 

extravagant conclusion for me to arrive at, that if these horrors are quietly 

permitted to continue, while from our cathedrals, churches, homes, and 

parliaments the daily prayer, Thy will be done, is heard as an empty voice, 

this earth of ours must veritably be the lunatic asylum of the solar system? 

At any rate, I may fairly suggest, that whatsoever evils our insanity may 

have introduced, our sanity is adequate to destroy, and will destroy-for 

God is not the author of confusion. Let us draw, therefore, from this 

review of facts, not a pessimistic but a hopeful conclusion. All the failures 

arise, not from Him, but from our own false methods; amend our methods and 

failure will be impossible. Society has had inadequate and inaccurate con

ceptions of the nature and causes of inebriety, that is, the cravi~g for drink. 

A diseased and weakened nervous system gives to temptation the power to 

seduce, and the cause of that abnormal weakness and consequent appetite

the craving for more life-is the use of the narcotic alcohol itself. The 

impulse is not its own cause; "use" is abuse, because the father of excess. 

The remedy, therefore, is not a moral but a physical one. Not a question 
of "will" or no-will, but of physiological law-and on those lines all 

effectual treatment must proceed. Abstinence for the individual and 

prohibition for the community are the only conditions that have ever 

realized our dreams of a sober Church or State-that have ever achieved 

the conquest of drunkenness, or arrested the degradation which it un

ceasingly creates.1 Failing to conquer with error, we must succeed with 

truth. As the one conveys to us the curse of violated nature, so will the 

other bring to us the blessing of obedience to an Omnipotent and Divine law. 

The theory expounded here on the basis of reason and causation is fully 

confirmed by hundreds of examples of its application to villages, districts, 

and small towns within the United Kingdom, and by the results of prohibi-

1 See the proofs of the success of Prohibition in England, given in the Reports of the Convocations of 

Canterbury and York. 
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tion in Canada, in Australia, and, above all, in the United States of North 

America, where financial prosperity, increased education and religion, 

and a wonderful diminution of pauperism and crime, have become the 

admiration of all who have taken the pains to ascertain the facts. This 

work has been accomplished in spite of the most corrupt opposition of 

political parties, and the most outrageous forgeries of the public press. 

Finally, by way of encouragement, let us remember that while the 

evidence of the power of abstinence and prohibition to promote a higher 

state of civilization is abundant, we have now had fifty years' experience 

of the failure of all the varied and vaunted remedies of statesmen and 

ecclesiastics, to even arrest the growth of the disease-facts, positive and 

negative, that should induce all earnest Christians, and all genuine patriots, 

to adopt and zealously follow the true methods which are grounded upon 

the laws of divine causation. 

BUSHEY GROVE ROAD, w ATFORD, 

Octobm·, 1890. 

F. R. LEES. 
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OF the many moral and social movements 
for which the nineteenth century has been so 
remarkable, there is none which more legiti
mately claims careful consideration and earnest 
attention than the temperance reformation. Of 
very humble origin-directly opposed to popu
lar habits, customs, and prejudices-assailing 
a long- established and powerful monopoly, 
which for many generations had been legalized 
and protected by the highest authorities, and 
fostered by all classes of the community-its 
chances of success seemed utterly hopeless. 
Yet, despite all these obstacles, within the 
memory of persons still living, the great tem
perance reformation was quietly begun, duly 
organized, and widely developed, nntil its 
operations have been extended to all lands, 
climates, and races of men; and its healing, 
preserving, life-giving virtues have become 
known the world over, and are now univer
sally acknowledged. It would be impossible 
to give a correct statistical estimate of the 
numbers of avowed abstainers in the world; 
but in little more than half a century the 
small and despised band of heroic reformers 
has strengthened and increased until its roll 
of membership is now swelled into millions, 
and includes some of the ablest and best of 
the human race. 

The temperance cause had very peculiar 
difficulties to contend with. Even at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century inebriety 
carried no moral stigma with it. To be "as 
drunk as a lord " was a consummation to be 
attained; and hospitality was considered defi
cient if the male guests were allowed to leave 
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the table sober. Social fashion has gradually 
cured this general evil. It became unfashion
able among the higher ranks, and under the 
influence of nobler aims, and a keener struggle 
in the contests of wealth and ambition, the 
middle cla ses gradually freed themselves from 
long- stablished custom. But the demon, 
thus driven from the higher places, took a 
closer shelter in the lower, where his hold 
became more general and more inveterate 
than ever. 

Although the temperance cause is now a 
well-established and popular in titution, hn.v
ing branch organizations in every town, village, 
and hamlet in the United Kingdom, in Amer
ica, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, India, 
Africa, and in fact wherever the English lan
guage is known, it is a fact, nevertheless, that 
few of its members are thoroughly acquainted 
with its history, and that the trials, persecu
tions, and difficulties through which the foun
ders of the movement bad to pass are but very 
imperfectly known. 

Facts essentially necessary to be known by 
those who desire to rightly appreciate and to 
thoroughly understand the movement have 
either been lost sight of, wilfully overlooked, 
or so misstated as to be unreliable and delu
sive. 

Many of the heroic, noble-minded men and 
women who were early and laborious workers 
and true friends of what was in their day an 
unpopular and despised doctrine, men of whom 
it might truly be said "the world was not 
worthy," have already passed away, and the 
number of their contemporaries is rapidly 

1 
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dwindling; yet, instead of their names being 
as household words, they a,re unknown to 
many who are active workers in the move
ment they so long and ardently laboured to 
establish and support. 

As will be seen in the course of this work, 
a large number of valuable books have been 
issued from the press on every phase of the 
temperance question; yet few attempts have 
been made to supply a truly comprehensive 
and authenticated History of the Temperance 
Reformation. It is true there have been a 
number of partial histories, mostly of a local 
character, and numerous brief sketches or per
sonal uarratives; but some of these contain 
serious errors, exaggerations, and assumptions, 
having little or no foundation in fact, and 
the e errors being widely circulated, need to 
be pointed out and corrected. 

Many historical facts have hitherto been 
overlooked, evaded, or altogether ignored by 
certain writers of so-called temperance history 
-men who have laboured hard to build up 
a fabric of their own without sufficiently endur
able materials, and upon sandy foundations
because these facts did not accord with com
monly accepted theories, or support the popu
lar view. Some writers again have been pre
possessed in favour of a particular society, 
organization, or locality, or of some particular 
person or persons, and thus their minds have 
been warped and their judgment perverted. 
Others have derived their information from 
modern temperance periodicals or the official 
organs of certain societies, and have not had 
acce s to the early records, which on many 
points are the only reliable authorities. These 
being scarce and not easily accessible, have 
made it hard and tedious work for those 
anxious to record fully and impartially every 
phase of the movement. 

Many, and especially the younger portion 
of our readers, are either unaware or forget 
that wonderful changes have been effected 
within the last century, aye within the past 
fifty years, changes affecting not only the 
commercial status of the nation, but also the 
entire life of the people, and which have 
operated upon and influenced the efforts of 
social, moral, and religious institutions. 

In the early days of the Temperance enter
prise the means of communication between 
the different parts of the country were vastly 
different from what we find them to-day. Rail
ways were only in their infancy, the first in 

England - the Stockton and Darlington -
being opened for passenger traffic in 1825. 
Many of the early advocates of temperance 
had to travel long journeys by stage-coach, on 
horseback, or walk to the various towns where 
meetings were held; so that days were spent 
in accomplishing what may now be done with 
ease and comparative comfort in a few hours. 
Hence, in the reports of the societies it was 
stated that the agents had addressed so many 
meetings, taken a given number of pledges, 
and tmvelled a stated number of miles. The 
postal facilities were then few, slow, and 
costly-letters having to be conveyed in mail 
coaches, carts, &c.-thus making the postage 
a serious item. We can remember the time 
when a shilling was considered a low charge 
for a letter, now carried to any part of the 
country for one penny. No wonder, then, that 
when the early advocates were cornpelled to 
write, their letters contained messages to their 
wives, relatives, friends, &c., aud that reports 
of their work or arrangements for their meet
ings, &c., were but meagrely noticed in their 
correspondence. Moreover, the habit of com
municating by means of letters bas been 
largely an acquired one, aud bas developed 
under the spread of education, and the facili
ties afforded by scientific discoveries and im
provements, till what was a costly and labori
ous operation has become almost as common 
as speech. 

Writing to Mr. Joseph Livesey from Mary
port, June 4th, 1836, Mr. Thomas Whittaker 
says:-" Please to let my wife know where I 
am the first opportunity, and that I am in 
good health." Men like Thomas Whittaker, 
George Dodds, Joseph Bormond, and others, 
who were working in the cause for 25s. per 
week, and supporting themselves, could not 
afford to write many letters costing a shilling 
or more for postage. 

The public press was hampered and crip
pled by government taxes and restrictions
the paper was taxed before it was printed 
upon, advertisements were taxed (the first 
newspaper advertisement appearing in 1652), 
and there was also a compulsory tax upon every 
printed copy of a newspaper. "The duty im
posed when this tax was first introduced in 
1712 was a halfpenny upon newspapers of 
half a sheet and less, and a penny upon those 
which ranged from a half to a single sheet. 
Though ostensibly a source of revenue, the 
real design of the government stamp was to 
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secure the power to suppress wnatever was 
displeasing to the ruling powers. This at
tempt, however, to suppress the liberty of the 
press only increased its license, and incurring 
the penalty of fine or imprisonment for libel
ling the government was soon found to be the 
surest means of attaining popular distinction. 
The press was becoming, moreover, not merely 
the echo, but the exponent of public feeling; 
and journalists aimed to direct as well as to 
indicate the public mind upon the course of 
events, an assumption that was well backed 
by the authoritative tone that enforced and 
the talent that supported it. The stamp-duty 
was ultimately raised to fourpence, and this 
provoked a variety of fraudfnl attempts to 
elude the tax. Between the years 1831 and 
1835 scores of unstamped newspapers started 
up, many of them inculcating the most ex
treme doctrines. More than 700 prosecutions 
took place, in the course of which nearly 500 
persons were imprisoned." In 1836, through 
the efforts of Mr. Spring Rice, the stamp-duty 
on newspapers was reduced from fourpence to 
one penny per copy, and the duty on paper to 
three-halfpence a pound. This motion was 
carried in the House of Commons by the nar
row majority of 33, but an additional stamp 
of one halfpenny was imposed upon news
papers exceeding 1530 square inches of the 
printed sheet, and a penny if they exceeded 
2295 sqnare inches, or had a supplement; so 
that even the size of the paper was regulated 
by act of parliament. On the 15th June, 
1 55, the stamp-tax was wholly repealed, and 
the imm ediate effect of this was that eighty 
new papers were established in 1855 and 
twenty-seven in 1856, of which twenty-six 
were metropolitan and eighty-one provincial. 

These restrictions were not wholly removed 
until 1861, when the paper duty was repealed, 
so that a little over fifty years ago what we 
now get for a half penny cost seven pence; and 
abut thirty years ago such papers as the great 
London and provincial dailies could not be 
purchased for less than threepence-halfpenny. 
In addition to all this there were heavy pen
alties for any infringement of the regulations 
named, or for carrying or receiving any un
stamped newspaper. 

Some idea of the pressure of these "taxes 
on knowledge" may be gathered from the 
fact, that in 1824 a single copy of the London 
Tirnes paitl the sum of £181 to the state in 
advertisements and paper duty, and that 

second editions of Sunday newspapers, if 
printed on Monday, had to pay similar duty 
twice over on their advertising sheets. It is 
marvellous how the newspapers held their 
own at all in the face of such ad verse circum
stances. Some "special" editions had iu these 
days to be printed without any advertisements 
at all, merely to evade the infliction of a 
doubly-imposed duty. Since the repeal of all 
the "taxes upon knowledge" the growth of 
the newspaper press has been marvellous. At 
the present time the newspapers of Britain 
represent a total of some 2400: i.e. London, 
500; Provinces, 1440; Scotland, 200; Ireland, 
180; Wales, 80; and of this number about 200 
are daily papers. 

The condition of the press indicated will 
explain why the early temperance publications 
were of the magazine form, and did not con
tain items of news or of the doings of the 
societies until after the expiration of 28 days 
from the date of the event recorded, so as to 
take them out of the category of news sheets. 
Some of these periodicals published a monthly 
supplement containing items of news, and as 
these were often cuttings from newspapel'S, 
there is a difficulty in ascertaining the precise 
date. The reader will thus perceive that the 
temperance publications are not the best 
authorities for facts, dates, &c., of historical 
import, heuce the necessity of referring to the 
files of the stamped newspapers of the period. 

Many of the public newspapers, being 
largely dependent upon the help derived from 
the liquor interest, dared not express much 
sympathy with the teetotalers, or report in 
extenso the doings of the "fanatical water
drinkers." The liquor vendors were in many 
instances the proprietors of stage-coaches, &c., 
the public-house was the poor man's reading
room, and the publicans were the best adver
tisers and customers of the newspaper pro
prietor; therefore, editors and others had to 
consider the interests of the publican as those 
of their own. There were a few noble excep
tions, but even those who were apparently 
very favourable to temperance principles bad 
to give occasional castigations to the "fanatics" 
to prove that they were somewhat impartial. 
Thus it will be seen that the files of the public 
newspapers are invaluable helps to tLose stu
dents of history who care to wade through 
them and extract the gems of truth which 
sparkle here and theme, and furnish reliable 
data for the compilation of authentic history. 



4 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

Although the temperance societies of Glas
gow, Leeds, Liverpool, London, Manchester, 
vVarrington, Preston, and other places had 
their own local publications, the circulation 
was limi ted, and all were alike debarred from 
publishing items of news as indicated above, 
so they were not newspapers but magazines, 
&c. The teetotal movement did not assume 
anything like au organized national effort 
until after the formation of the British Tem
perance Association (now League) and other 
large organizations, and even then their official 
organs, at first unstamped, were of the char
acter indicated; but at a later period some 
of them were stamped, and acknowledged as 
newspapers. 

An element of confusion in the early history 
of the temperance movement was the mani
festation of a feeling of jealousy in some dis
tricts, and a desire on the part of some few 
individuals to put themselves forward as the 
onl.IJ original founders, pioneers, guiding 
spirits, or leaders of the temperance reforma
tion. Earnest good men, who were laborious 
workers in the cause, became so elated with 
their success and the growing popularity of 
the cause, that they gave willing heed to the 
vain utterances of sycophantic admirers, and 
eventually became impressed with the con
viction, and spoke and acted as though all 
these "hero-worshippers" said was actually 
true, viz.: that they had been selected as the 
special agents of Divine providence, bis chosen 
vessels to receive and dispense to their fellow
townsmen, and to the world, the first and only 
revelations of the "new gospel," the glad 
tidings of teetotalism, or deliverance from the 
galling bondage of intemperance. How far 
these pretensions were justified will be ap
parent to the impartial reader of the following 
pages. By diligent search, careful investiga
tion, and over twenty years of painstaking 
labour, the author bas been enabled to bring 
together facts and incidents unknown to many 
able and industrious writers on temperance 
history; and other facts equally true and 
important which have been overlooked and 
ignored, are now brought to the light of day, 
after having been carefully verified and au
thenticated. Circumstances have peculiarly 
favoured the writer with unusual facilities for 
acquiring mattel' of intense interest and value, 
which enables him to clear up and determine 
points which have hitherto been matters of 
doubt and uncertainty. 

An ancient writer has said that "truth lies 
at the bottom of a well," but be failed to indi
cate the precise locality in which this much
desired well is to be found. The idea con
veyed in this sage remark has perhap never 
been more fully realized by honest inquirers 
after truth than by those who have ear
nestly and faithfully endeavoured to find 
out the source, with a desire to trace there
from the history of the rise and progress of 
the temperance reformation. V erily the wells 
are deep and the bottom hard to find, and 
when reached the adventurous explorer of ten 
finds that there is very little to reward him 
for his anxious toil, the few germs of truth 
being buried in a mass of useless verbiage 
and waste rubbish. 

In this work an attempt is made to present 
the facts in chronological and consecutive 
order. The history of the movement is traced 
from the very earliest periods, through its 
various stages of modern development, includ
ing (1) The moderation, or ardent spirit pledge 
principle; (2) The more advanced and com
mon-sense principle of total and entire abstin
ence from all intoxicating liquors-commonly 
denominated teetotalism; (3) The still further 
development, or natural and inevitable out
growth of the movement-the legislative 
aspect of the question-not opposed to, but 
in harmony with "moral suasion," both being 
essentially necessary to the full accomplish
ment of the end and aim of temperance re
form. 

The author has carefully endeavoured to 
weigh the evidence, to sift out, investigate, 
and confirm the various facts adduced, and to 
present them to his readers in plain, homely 
language, readily understood by all, and giv
ing the authorities from whence they have 
been derived, so that reference may be made 
to the originals, if it be thought necessary to 
do so. In some instances he bas deemed it 
advisable to give the author's own words, and 
all such quotations are marked as such in the 
usual way; in other instances the particulars 
are condensed , and the facts given in such 
terms as seemed to him best calculated to con
vey the information needed, with such addi
tional details as the circumstances required, 
and the writer's personal knowledge enabled 
him to supply. Great care has been taken to 
give correct dates, names, &c., and his thanks 
are hereby tendered to those who have so 
kindly assisted him in these respects .• 
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"Nothing extenuate nor set down aught in 
malice" has been his aim and object through
out. From the commencement of his work 
the anthor has been free and unfettered, writ
ing entirely upon his own responsibility, and 
of his own choice, desiring to produce a re
liable, true, and impartial history of this great 
moral and social movement, a book that will 
be a help to all those engaged in the effort to 
further the interests of the temperance cause. 

In attempting to write reliable history, or 
to corn bat error, it sometimes becomes pain
fully necessary to cross swords with personal 
friends and earnest, laborious fellow-workers. 
In unearthing long-buried facts, and placing 
them in their true position, they may clash 
with the theories and opinions of others, who 
may be as sincere and as anxious for the 
truth as we are; therefore the writer wishes 
it to be clearly understood, that in combating 
some of the arguments and statements of pre
vious writers, it is not done in a captious spirit, 
nor with any other desire than that already 
stated- the elucidation of facts and the main
tenance of truths which shall aw11rd the meed 
of praise to those to whom it is justly due, be 
they whom they may. The writer's endeavour 
is that of an earnest, conscientious truth-seeker, 
serving the cause he loves, in common with 
those whose statements he may dispute. 

In this work the writer attempts to clear 
up points which have been under contention 
for years past. This could not have been 
done until the facts had been gathered from 
sources not generally available. For instance, 
in the Life and Teachings of Joseph Livesey, 
Mr. John Pearce (the author) makes a circum
stantial claim for Preston as the place whence 
teetotalism as a national movement sprang. 
He declares that "not a scintilla of evidence 
exists which connects teetotalism as a national 
movement with any place, person, or society 
outside Preston; that in no place where it is 
alleged an abstinence pledge was drawn up, 
or an abstinence society established prior to 
those of Preston, has any contemporary ac
count of the same, either in newspaper, perio
dical, pamphlet, or tract, or printed document, 
or record of any kind been yet produced to 
substantiate the claim. But even if it is con
ceded that such pledges and societies existed, 
their influence was so purely local that they 
were in no sense factors in the establishment 
of teetotalism, and had neither part nor lot in 
the matter" (Life of Joseph Livesey, p. 97). 

The facts gi,ren in the course of this work 
will, we think, be conclusive proof that Mr. 
Pearce was not in a position to justify him in 
making such a sweeping assertion. Is it ne
cessary to award all the honours to one locality, 
or to any single society or individual ? We 
think not, and repeat what has often been 
truthfully stated, that the movement had "a 
simultaneous origin," and the seed was divinely 
scattered, not by human hands alone, save as 
God's instruments and under His direction. 

The history of a great movement is incom
plete unless particulars are given of the life 
and character of its most active promoters and 
advocates, and no movement of this or any 
age has produced such an array of truly heroic 
workers as the temperance reformation of the 
nineteenth century. Many interesting details 
can only be fitly conveyed in biographical 
sketches of local pioneers and advocates of the 
societies with which they have been identified, 
and, therefore, we make this a special feature, 
and interweave with the history of the rise 
and progress of temperance organizations and 
societies, brief sketches of the life and labours 
of the more active and prominent men and 
women who have been ardent workers in their 
own immediate localities as well as in more 
widely extended spheres. To include all those 
who honestly deserve notice would be impos
sible within reasonable limits, but care is 
taken to make as large and impartial a selec
tion as will allow each locality to be duly 
represented. For the substance of many of 
these biographical notices we are indebted to 
the Alliance News, the Temperance Advocate; 
the organs of the Western, Scottish, and Irish 
Temperance Leagues, Rev. S. Couling's Tem
perance History, J abez Inwards's Temperance 
Worthies, Thomas Lythgoe's Biographical Key, 
Rev. Dawson Burns's Temperance Dictionary, 
and other sources. 

The biographical sketches will serve several 
very important purposes, viz.: they will en
liven the general history, and thus make the 
work more readable and interesting; they will 
give the reader an insight into the persoual 
character, social position, moral worth, and 
influence of the leading men in the movemeut, 
and help to refute some of the errors and mis
statements of opponents and pseudo friends of 
temperance who have represented the pioneers 
of teetotalism as illiterate, obscure, and uuin
fl.uential. We shall do this by giving life 
sketches of illustrious teetotal divines, philo-
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sophers, philanthropists, authors, poets, scien
tists, travellers, explorers, merchants, working 
men, and others who have risen from the 
ranks to positions of wealth, honour, and 
power in the world. 

From an early period in life the writer has 
had to fight his own battles almost unaided 
by man, to earn his own living, and surmount 
difficulties of a peculiar and trying kind. His 
education was very scanty, and what little 
knowledge he now possesses has been acquired 
by earnest, persevering self-culture. Strong 
drink deprived him and eight brothers and 
sisters of parental care and home comforts at 
a time when they most needed a father's pro
tection, a mother's love, and the genial influ
ences of home life. Burnt in upon his memory 
in indelible characters are scenes of such a 
nature, that when but a boy he became an 
enthusiastic disciple of true temperance, and 
registered a vow that, if spared, he would 
devote bis best energies to the furtherance of 
the temperance reformation; and in fulfilment 
of that vow, which has been renewed again 
and again during a long and varied experience, 
he continues to labour, to the best of his ability, 
feeling encouraged if drunkards are rescued, 
the young saved from the power of the de
stroyer, the world benefited, and God glori
fied. 

As a temperance advocate, and social and 
moral reformer, his aim has constantly been 
to avoid sectarian, party, political, and other 
questions preventing or hindering united ac
tion. The work is great, and requires united 
effort on the part of all who "have a mind to 
work." 

Numbers of the true friends and pioneers 
of the movement, who rendered him invalu
able assistance-either by kindly donations of 
books, pamphlets, periodicals, cuttings, &c., 
or the loan of scarce books, private letters, and 
other documents which they rightly prized as 
treasures, or what was of still more value to 
him, by kindly counsel, hearty sympathy, and 
words of encouragement-have since gone to 
their eternal reward, but their names and 
loving memories will always be had in grate
ful remembrance, and cherished with deepest 
affection and reverence. Prominent amongst 
these were Joseph Livesey of Preston; Ralph 
Barnes Grindrod, M.D., of Manchester and 
Malvern; Thomas Halliday Barker, of the 
United Kingdom Alliance, Mallchester; Wil
liam Hoyle, statistician, &c., of Tottington; 

Richard and William Mee, Warrington; Rev. 
C. H. Collyns, M.A. (secretary of the British 
Temperance League), Sheffield; Rev. F. J. 
Perry (secretary Sunday Closing As 'Ociation), 
Manchester; Samuel Bowly (pre ident Na
tional Temperance League), Gloucester and 
London; Ven. Arch deacon Prest, Gateshead; 
George Charlton and George Dodds (North of 
England Temperance League), Newcastle-on
Tyne; Rev. F . Wagstaff, Wednesbury; John 
Rutherford, Birmingham; Joseph Harrap, 
Leicester; Peter Spence and James Eddy, 
MancLester; John Andrew, Leeds; Rev. Wil
liam Caine, M.A., Denton, 1\tlanchester; James 
Barlow, Bolton; Rev. J.P. Chown and Rev. 
G. M. Murphy, London; James Macnair, 
Glasgow; and numerous others. He has also 
to acknowledge his indebtedness to a large 
number of other persons for like favours, or 
for the information derived from their works, 
which he trusts be has duly acknowledged by 
references, &c. Amongst these are Dr. F. H. 
Lees, of Leeds; W. A. Pallister, Leeds; Rev. 
Dawson Burns, D.D., London; Robert Rae, 
secretary National Temperance League; Fred
eric Atkin and Rev. H. J. Boyd, British Tem
perance League ; James Whyte, secretary 
United Kingdom Alliance, Manchester; J. G. 
Thornton, secretary West of Eugland Tem
perance League, Bristol; Thomas Beggs, Ro
bert Warner, James H. Raper, James Woollen, 
John Pearce, T, H. Evans, William Fithian, 
W. Whiteman, aud John Kempster, Londo11; 
Sir William Collins, W. Johnston (Scotti Ii 
Temperance League), R. Mackay (Scottish 
Permissive Bill Association), J. l\f. Cunning
ham, Glasgow; Jobn Paton, Barrhead; David 
Lewis, Edinburgh; Rev. Canon H. J. Ellison, 
A. Sargent, and Frederick Sherlock (Church 
of England Temperance Society), London; 
Rev. Samuel Couling, Chipperfield; Rev. 
George Wilson M'Cree, and Frederick Smith, 
United Kingdom Band of Hope Union, Lon
don; Alexander Smith Mayne, Belfast; Rev. 
W. Wilkinson (Iri. h Temperance Leagne), 
Belfast; J. C. Newson, Cork; Rev. J. A . Ben
netts, 1\1.A. (Wesleyan Band of Hope Union), 
Edward Dawson King (Sec. Manchester and 
Salford Temperance Union), William Noble, 
Blue Ribbon, London; Joseph Malins J. B. 
Collings, &c. (Independent Order of Good 
Teruplars ), Birmingham; Thomas Cunliffe, 
John Dimond, and R. Campbell (Indepen
dent Order of Rechabites); Joseph Thomas, 
Liverpool; W. Harrison, Bishop Auckland 
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(Order of Sons of Temperance); Mrs. Mar
wtret Parker (British Women's Temperance 
Association), Penketh, near Warrington; 
Charles Bell, Middlesbro-on-Tees; Rev. Rus
sell Lant Carpenter, Bridport; Rev. Charles 
Garrett, Liverpool; Rev. John Thomas, D.D., 
Liverpool; Rev. Samuel Antliff, D.D. (Primi
tive Methodist), Rev. John Bennett Anderson 

(Byrom Hall), Liverpool; John Davie, Dun
fermline; Robert Garnett, Thomas Hall, Ed
ward Twiss, aud John Monks, Warrington; 
George Lucas, · Darlington; Robert Hunte1" 
James Turner, and vV. A. Ascon, Manchester; 
,V, Ingham, Lancashire aud Cheshire Band 
of Hope Union; and numerous others in dif
ferent parts of the country. 



CHAPTER I. 

A GLANCE AT THE HISTORY OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS AND THE LAWS 

REGULATING THEIR MANUFACTURE AND SALE. 

FROM THE EARLIEST P ERIOD TO 1830. 

Alcohol, How Produced-Arabian Alchemists and Distillation-First Definite Separation of Alcohol
Rhazes, a Moorish Pbysician-Raymundus Lullus-Percentage of Alcohol in Wines, Liquors, Ale, &c. 
Alcohol Acknowledged as a Poison- Early Drinking Habits of the Scotch-Act of Parliament, 1436-
Whisky the Agent of Intemperance in Scotland-Noble Action of the Church in 1625-Renewed 
Spread of Intemperance-Action of the Glasgow Town Council-Drink Statistics, 1812, 1821-Distillation 
in Ireland-Henry VIII. and the Manufacture of Spirits-Act of Philip and Mary-Drunkenness of 
the Irish-Consumption of Spirits, 1729-1795-English Taste for Strong Drink Acquired from the Saxons, 
&c.-Fermented Liquors, Ale, Beer, &c.-Origin of Porter-Ale in the Reign of Henry UL-Closing 
Hours of Drink-shops Reign of Edward I.-Reign of Edward III.-Act of Henry VIII.-Acts of 
Edward VI.-Number of Public-houses Limited in 1553-Distillation-Alcohol Introduced as a Medi
cine-Act of James I.-1625-1654-Lord-keeper Coventry's Statement-During the Commonwealth
Charles II. - Actions of William III. to Promote the Manufacture of British Spirits - Whi ton's 
Remonstrance-Judge Hale's Prote t-Report of Middlesex Magistrates, 1725- Number of Drink-
hops in 1736-Lecky, the Hi torian, on the Results of this Act-Alex. Balfour Quoted-License Duty 

Imposed-Hogarth's Illustrations of Drunkenne~s-Bishop of Oxford on the Result of Gin Drinking
" Drunk for a Penny, Clean Straw for Nothing"-Presentment of Middlesex Justices-Gin Act of 
1736-Gin Riots-The Othe1· Extreme, 1743-0pposition by the Bishops, &c.-Noble Protest of Lord 
Chesterfield-" Luxury should be Taxed, Drunkenness Punished "-Skill in Distilling no Palliative
Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic a Duty-Bishop Benson on the Evils of the Liquor Traffic-Fielding 
on the same- Tippling Act, George II., 1751-Brewers and Distillers not to Act as Licensing Justic s
Further Restrictions in 1753-Introduction of Tea, Coffee, &c.-Coffee-houses Palliatives not Cures
Stoppage of Distilleries, 1757-Beneficial Results-Repetitions of Prohibitory Laws, 1766 1796, 1 09, 
1813, &c.-The Poor Happier, Better, under Prohibition-Drink Statistics in 1821-Morewood's Figures, 
1 24-The True Jature and Results of the Liquor Traffic -Act of George IV.-Beer Act of 1 30-
Effects Thereof-Immense Increase of Licenses- Lord Brougham's Delusion-British Influence on the 
Colonies- Iissionary Efforts and the Drink Traffic. 

As the aim and object of tempera11ce so
cieties from the very commencement has been 
the cure of intemperance, it may be interest
ing and profitable to glance at the early his
tory of the liquors which produce the evils 
complained of. 

Many have supposed and asserted that 
alcohol is the product of creation, but it is 
not, nor is it the rnsult of any living process 
in nature. This, the intoxicating principle of 
all vinous and spirituous liquors, is a purely 
artificial product. "Those substances, how
ever, which contain, or which will produce 
sugar, after they are dead, and have become 
::;ubject to those laws which then operate on 
inanimate matter in the incipient stages of 
decomposition, undergo a process, which che
mists call vinoits fermentation. By this pro
cess a new sn b tance is formed called alcohol. 
It is composed of about 34·79 parts of oxygen, 

52·17 carbon, and 13'04 hydrogen. This uew 
substance is as really different in its nature 
and effects from everything which existed be
fore, as the poisonous miasma is different from 
the fruits or the vegetables from the decom
position and decay of which it springs." It is 
also formed by the destructive distillation of 
various organic bodies, and by causing water 
to combine chemically with olefiant gas. 

The Arabian alchemists for centuries car
ried on a distillation of flowers, and some of 
them may have been acquainted with the 
process of distilling alcohol, but the real art 
of distillation is said (Morehead on Inebriating 
Liquors, p. 107) to have been known in China 
at a period much earlier than in any other 
part of the world; but of this there is a lack 
of authoritative evidence. The date of the 
first discovery or separation of alcohol from 
the other ingredients of wine is usually fixed 
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about the early part of the 13th century, when 
M. Arnoldus de Villa (Villa Novus or Ville
neuve, as he is variously named), a celebrated 
physician at Montpelier, in France, effected 
the separation of absolute alcohol, and was the 
first to form tiuctures and introduce them into 
medicines, as also the first who obtained the 
oil of turpentine. (Crell's .Annals, 1796; Per
manent Temperance Docurnents, p. 457; Grind
rod's Bacchus, p. 239.) 

Some writers contend that Rbazes, a Moor
ish physician, practised spirit distillation from 
A. D. 850 to 923, and that Albucassis, another 
Moorish physician, who died A.D. 1106, dis
covered the art; but it was not until the 13th 
century that Arnoldus Villa Novus and his 
disciple, Raimundus Lullus, began to spread 
a knowledge of distillation. 

Raymond Lully, or Raimundus Lullus, was 
a native of Majorca, who died in 1315 at the 
age of 79 years. He was first a theologian of 
eminence, and afterwards became a famous 
alchemist. H e believed alcohol to be an 
emanation of divinity, and for the physi~al 
renovation of maukind. Other writers after 
him ascribed extraordinary merits to this new 
medicine, and denominated it "aqua vitce," 
water of life; but vast multitudes have found 
it to be "aqua rnortis et damnationis," water of 
death and damnation. 

It is no longer nece sary to quote author
itie to prove the injurious effects of alcoholic 
liquors, be they distilled or fermented, the 
fact is almost nniver ally admitted, and ex
perience has fully proved the benefits of entire 
abstinence therefrom. 

It may, however, be useful to give one or 
two importaut facts. The intoxicating prin
ciple in all these liquors is called alcohol, and 
the proportions of alcohol contained in the 
different kinds of wine, spirits, and beer are 
gi veu by Mr. Brande as follows :-Spirituous 
liquors contain an average of 50 per cent, 
wine contains 20 per cent, and ale and cider 
about 7 per cent; consequently, if a sufficient 
quantity of these drinks is taken drunkenness 
must necessarily be the result. 

The following table gives the average per
centage of alcohol of a specific gravity 825, 
contained in various kinds of wines and other 
fermented liquors:-

Percentage 

Lissa Wines,. ......................................... ~:. ~26~4i 
Raisen Wines, ......... ... ... .. ............................ 25·12 
M:;,rcella Wines, .......................... . ......... ... ... 25·09 

Percentage 

Madeira Wines, ....................... ...... ..... .... ~.t-~~~~2i 
Port Wines, ......... .............. .. ..... .. ... ....... ...... 22 ·96 
Sherry Wines,. ...................... ... ........... .. ...... 19·17 
Claret Wines, ............................................. 15·10 
Burgundy Wines, ....... .. ....... ......... .............. 14 ·57 
Hock Wines, ................................... ... ........ 12·08 
Champagne Wines, .................... .. ........ ........ 12·61 
Red Hermitage Wines, &c., ...... . . .................. 13·37 
Red and White Malaga and Madeira Wines, ... 20·35 
Cape Muschat Wines, &c., .......... ... ...... ......... 20·51 
Grape Wine, Calcavella, &c., ......... ... ............ 18 ·65 
Vidonia, Malaga, Roussillon, &c., Wines, . ... ... 18 ·13 
Frontignac, ................................................ 12·79 
Cote Rotie, .. ..... .... ....... ... . ......... ... ....... .. .. . .. . 12·32 
Gooseberry Wine, ................. ......... .... .. ....... 11 ·84 
Currant Wine, .... .... .. ... . ..... . ..... ... ... ............. 11 ·26 
Tokay, . ........ . ................... .. ........................ 9·88 
Elder ·\Vine, ..... .. ........................... .............. 9 ·87 
Cid et", highest average, .......... ..... ........ .. .. .. .... 9 ·87 

lowest average, ................... ... ......... .. 5·21 
Perry, .... ......... .... .................. ... .............. ... 7 ·26 
Mead, ... .. .... ............................. ...... .. ...... . .. . 7·32 
Ale (Burton),. ........ ........... ... ... ... .... . ...... ..... . 8·88 

,, (Edinburgh), ................... .. . ............... ... 6·20 
,, (Dorchester), ... .. .. .. .... ..... . .. .... ............ ... 5 ·50 

Brown Stout, ..... ... ............. ...... . .................. 6·80 
London Porter, . ........... . ....... ................ . ...... 4·20 

,, Small Beer, .... ........................... . ..... l ·2 
Brandy, ....... ... ........ ...... .. ... ............. ........ ... 53 ·39 
Rum, ..... .... ... .. . ... .................. .. . ................ .. 53·68 
Gin, .... .. ........... ..... ............ .......... .............. 51·60 
Scotch Whisky, ..... ... ....... .. ...... ... ... ...... ........ 54·32 
Irish Whi -ky, .. .... ... ........... . .................... .. . . 53·20 

(Philosophical Transactions, 1811, p. 345; 1813, p. 87; 
Journal of Science and the Arts, No. VIII., p. 290.) 

Alcohol has long been acknowledged by 
physicians and chemists to be one of the most 
dangerous poisons, and is classed as such in 
all works on toxicology. 

Dr. Charles Wilson (Pathology of Drunken
ness, 1855, p. 13), says, that alcohol "cannot 
be received into the stomach in its undiluted 
state, even in no large quantity, without the 
production of immediate fatal consequences. 
In most of the varieties of spirits in ordinary 
use it necessarily exists, therefore, in combin
ation with a little more than an equal propor
tion of water; with the addition of that peculiar 
volatile oil to which each is indebted for its 
characteristic flavour, but the presence of 
which otherwise has no material tendency to 
modify its action." 

With these facts before them, and after 
centuries of effort to control the sale of this 
poison, our legislators persist in their "blun
dering and plundering policy." 

At a very early period in the history of 
Scotland the people were addicted to drinking 
fermented liquors, chiefly mead, and accord-
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ing to Hector Boetius, the sellers of drink 
were looked. upon as public enemies, pander
ing to the vices of the people for pecuniary 
gain. 

In 1436 an act of parliament was passed 
closing the taverns, wine-shops, and ale-houses 
at nine o'clock at night, and inflicting terms 
of imprisonmeut upon all who were found in 
these places after that hour. 

Iu the l 7th century whisky became the chief 
agent of intemperance iu Scotland, and the 
vice spread at a terrible rate, threatening to 
overwhelm the morality and religion of the 
nation. There is good evidence for supposing 
that no less a person than Osiris, the great 
god of Egypt, was the first distiller of whisky 
on record ; for the Egyptians had, from time 
immemorial, a distillation or brewage from 
barley, called by the Greeks barley wine, not 
inferior, it is said, in flavour, and superior in 
strength, to wine. Allusion is made to this 
liquor in several passages of ancient writer . 
The poor people of Egypt drank it iustead 
of wine, and were wont to intoxicate them
selves with it. It seems also to have been no 
stranger to the Hebrews, for reference is cer
tainly made to it in the Old Testament under 
the name of "strong drink," stronger than 
wine, and resorted to by determined drinkers 
fur the sake of inebriation. Among the 
Celtre in Spain and France it seems to have 
b en common as a substitute for wine. Poly
bius peaks of a certain Celtic king of part of 
Iberia, or Spain, who affected great court 
pomp, and lia<l in the middle of his ball golden 
and sih·er bowls full of this barley wiue, of 
which bis guests and courtiers sipped or 
quaffed at their pleasure-a custom which, it 
is said, for many a century prevailed among 
his fellow Celts, the chiefs of the Scottish 
Highlands. The antiquity of this distillation 
is proved by the Egyptian tradition which 
ascribed its invention to Osiris. It may not 
improbably be supposed that the Egyptians 
communicated the invention to the Babylon
ians and Hebrews, who transmitted it to the 
Thracians and Celtre of Spain and Gaul, who 
in their migrations north-westwards carried 
it along with them into Ireland and the 
Scottish Highlands. Aristotle entertained an 
extraordinary notion of this potation. Those 
intoxicated with it, be says, fall on the back 
parts of their beads; whereas those drunk 
with the wine fall on their faces. 

In 1625 the Church of Scotland made a 

noble stand against this vice, until the taver
ners complaiue<l that" their trade was broken, 
the people were become so sober." 

Kirkton says: "This period (A.D. 1639-
1649) seems to have been Scotland's high no011; 
the only complaint of plain people was, ihat 
the government was so strict, they had no 
liberty to sin." 

Unfortunately, proper precautions were not 
taken to prevent a future spread of the evil, 
and in 1698 Fletcher of Saltoun gave a de
plomble account of the growing intemperance 
of the people. 

In the 18th century the town-council of 
Glasgow issued a proclamation containing the 
main points of various acts of parliament 
against profaneness aud vice; which, as re
gards drinking, consisted chiefly of fines pro
portioned to the position of the offender, viz. 
£20 Scots for a nobleman; 20 merks for a 
baron; each gentleman, heritor, or burgess, 
10 merks; each yeoman, 40s.; servants, 20s. 
Scots; while ministers forfeited one-fifth of 
their annual stipend. (U. K. Alliance Prize 
Essay, by Dr. Lees, pp. 78-79.) 

Several writers of eminence have given very 
graphic descriptions of the drinking habits 
and customs of Scotland during the 18th and 
19th centuries, amo11g them being Sir Walter 
Scott, Allan Hamsay, Robert Burns, J. Mackay 
Wilson, John Dunlop, and others. In 1812 
the population of Scotland was 1,834,465, and 
the quantity of spirits entered for home con
sumption was 1,581,524 gallons, at a duty of 
Ss. per gallon, this being at the rate of 0·86 
of a gallon per bead. In 1821, with the re
duction of duty to 6s. per gallon, the stringent 
enforcement of the excise laws and an almost 
total extinction of illicit distilling, the con
sumption reached l ·14 gallons per head. From 
that period to 1840, with a cheap duty of 3s. 
per gallon, the consumption rose to nearly 2~ 
gallons per head. 

It appears that at a very early period spirit 
was distilled from corn in certain parts of 
Ireland, and this spirit, in the common lan
guage of the people, was designated " usque 
beatha" or usque bah, and also "bulcaen." The 
latter term strongly expresses the fiery nature 
of the spirit, being derived from the Celtic 
words "bulle," madness, and "caenn," the 
head. From the word "itsque" is derived the 
modern word whisky. (Dr. Grindrod's Bac
chus, 1839, p. 241.) 

Such was the power of the liquors mann-
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factured in Ireland, that Henry VIII. (1509-
1547) decreed that there should be only one 
maker of aqua vitce in any borough or town. 

During the reign of Philip and Mary (A.D. 
1556) an act of parliament was passed at 
Drogheda, which was headed: "To preveut 
the making of aqua vitce" (3d and 4th Philip 
and Mary, cap. vii.). The preamble of this act 
states as follows:-" For as much as aqua vitce, 
a drink nothing profitable to be daily drunken 
and nsed, is 11ow universally throughout this 
realm of freland, made, and especially in the 
borders of the Irishy, and for the furniture of 
Irishmen, and thereby much corn, grain, and 
other things is consumed, spent, and wasted, 
to the great hindrance, cost, and damage of 
the poor inhabitants of this realm," &c. It 
thereby enacts that none save peers, gentle
men of £10 freehold, and fr eruen (for their 
own use) shall make" aqua vitre" without the 
deputies' license. (Grindrotl's Bacchus, 1839, 
p. 2-H.) 

From Harman's History of Galwa!/, Mory
son's Histor~f of Ireland, and other sources, we 
learn that by the beginning of the l 7th cen
tury the Irish people were become notorious 
for drunkenness and revelry, anJ that much 
evil was the result. By the action of the 
Irish legi lature during the 18th century the 
manufacture of spirits became popular as a 
means of increasing the growth of corn, and 
al o an efficient and pow rful method of aug
menting the revenue. 

In 1719 the revenue was £5785. In 1729 
the consumption of foreign and home-made 
spirits was 439,150 gallons, but in 1795 the 
consumption amounted to 4,505,447 gallons. 
This increase could not be altogether attri
buted to the increase of popula.tion, for in the 
interval alluded to the population of Ireland 
had only doubled, whereas the increased con
sumption was more than tenfold. In 1731 
the inhabitants of Ireland were estimated at 
2,010,221, and in 1792 at 4,088,226. Nor was 
the enlarged consumption of spirits attributed 
to increase of wealth. Other articles of luxury 
do not appear to have increased in any similar 
proportion. (These facts are taken from An 
lnquir;IJ into the Influence of Spirituous Liquors. 
Dublin, 1830.) 

As in Scotland and Ireland, so also in Eng
land, the people, by their intercourse with 
foreigners, early acquired a love for alcoholic 
liquors, the best-known b everages being wine, 
ale, beer, mead, &c. These habits a.re said to 

have been acquired from their early conquerors 
-the Saxons, Normans, Danes, &c. Ale was 
the favourite liquor of the Anglo-Saxons be
fore they left the shores of Germany. Tacitus 
describes it as a distillation from barley "cor
rupted into a likeness of wine." Besides ale, 
they used mead, which probably they bad 
learned to make from the Britons, as this con
stituted for centuries afterwards the national 
beverage of the W elsb. The Saxons also 
knew the art of making cider, which they may 

have acquired after their settlement in Eng
land. Pigment and morat were in use among 
them, bnt probably more sparingly than the 
other liquors on account of their costliness, 
the former being a composition of wine, honey, 
and various spices, and the latter of honey 
diluted with the juice of mulberries. The 
nse of wine in England before the Conquest 
was limited to the higher classes, having to 
be imported at great expense. Desperate ex
cesses were common, and at last the national 
vice of inebriety became too :fl.agra.ut for the 
toleration of a Christian priesthood, and the 
statutes of the church were both freqnent and 
severe against the prevailing vice. It is pro
bable, however, that the penances imposed by 
the church on such transgressors were fre
quently commuted or overlooked, as the clergy 
themselves were too much addicted to the 
same excesses. One great source of excess 
wa the practice of banding round a large 
vessel at table, w bile each gue t vied with the 
oth ers in the amplitude of his draught. To 
prevent this King Edgar (959-975), at the 
snggestion of St. Dunstan, ordained that these 
vessels be made with pins of brass at regular 
distances, and each drinker was only to go 
from one mark to another. 

In 1251 ale was sold at two gallons for a 
penny; but a penny then was worth ery 
much more than it is now. Beer was distin
gui shed from ale by the fact that it was made 
from malt and hops" well sodden in the brew
ing;" but in time the term beer became the 
popular name of all fermented drinks made 
from grain, ale and porter being the principal 
species consumed in England. The Dutch, 
Germans, and others were grea.t drinkers of 
beer, as some of them are to this day. The 
use of ale in Great Britain is said to date 
from the time of the Roman conque t. 

An old writer says:-

" Hops, reformation, bays and beer, 
Ca.me into England all in one year." 
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The brewing of porter, a drink which we are 
told chiefly differs from ale and beer by being 
made with higher-dried malt, commenced 
about the year 1722. Its discovery is attri
buted to a person named Harwood, who, to 
avoid the trouble of mixing beer, ale, and two
penny-a species of drink then in demand
contrived to brew a liquor which would com
bine the properties and ta::>te::; of the three. 
This he called "entire," and being much used 
by portei·s and other labouring men it came to 
be called "porter." (Couling, Temp. History, 
p. 13.) 

In the reign of Henry III., in 1256, the 
manufacture of ale had become of such im
portance that its price was regulated, and a 
brewer was allowed to sell two gallons for a 
penny, if in town, and three or four gallons 
at the same price in the country (Hume's 
Histo1·.y of England). In the reign of Edward 
I. (1285) it was enacted that taverns should 
not be open for the sale of wine and beer 
after the tolling of the curfew. In Edward 
III.'s time (1312-1327) the metropolis was 
not permitted to have more than three ta
verns, and ale-conners were officers appointed 
to see that the ale, then deemed almost as 
much a necessity as bread, was of pure quality: 
not adulterated, weakened, or spoilt. These 
officers could also fix the prices, and had to 
present all defaults of brewers to the next 
court leet. The Brew ter Se ions of modern 
times seem to be the outgrowth or develop
ment of this proceeding. By the 11 th Henry 
VII. (1497) two justices of the peace were 
empowered "to reject and put away common 
ale-selling in towns and places where they 
shall think convenient, and to take sm·eties of 
the keepers of ale-houses of their good bel1aviour, 
by the discretion of the said j nstices, and in 
the same to be avysed and agreed at the time 
of their sessions." Ale at this time, up to 
1504, was sold in England generally at three
pence per gallon (about one farthing stg.). In 
the time of Henry VIII. wine was used at 
breakfast with beer, both being largely con
sumed. Stubbs, in his Anatomie of Abuse, 
asserts that the public-houses in London were 
crowded from morning to night with inveterate 
drunkards, whose only care appears to have 
been as to where they could obtain the best 
ale, and so totally oblivious to all other things 
had they become, that the language of Bishop 
John Still's drinking song, published in 1551, 
might be literally applied to them: 

"Backe and side, go bare, go bare, 
Both foot and hand go cold; 

But belly, God send thee, good ale enough 
Whether it be newe or olde." 

In the reign of Edward VI. (1547-1553) 
taverns were denounced as the resort of evil
disposed persons, and the cause of "much evil 
rule," and therefore an act was passed, the 
preamble of which stated that taverns were 
"newly set uppe in very great number, in back 
lanes, corners, and suspicious places within 
the city of London, and in divers other towus 
and villages of this realm," and provision was 
made to prevent the spread thereof. By the 
6th Edward VI. (1552) we learn that "In
tolerable hurts and troubles to the commonwealth 
doth daily grow and increase through such 
abuses and disorders as are had and used in 
cornnwn .Ale-houses, and other houses called 
Tippling Houses," and the act imposed penalties 
upon those permittin,q tippling in their houses, 
and ale-house keepers and others were required 
to enter into recognizances for their future 
conduct. In 1553 another act was passed " to 
avoid excess in wiues,'' which limited taverns 
to towns and cities, allowing 40 for London, 
Westminster 3, York 8, Bristol 6, but to every 
other town only two. 

By this time the art of distillation ha,d be
come known so much that the manufacture of 
ardent spirits was spreading from country to 
country, and at length was introduced into 
England; but under the Plantagenets was held 
in check by laws prohibiting the conversion of 
the food of the people into alcohol, excepting a 
given quantity for medicinal purposes, as the 
ideahad become prevalent that it was a valuable 
medicine. It was introduced into the mines 
of Hungary in the 16th century, for the pur
pose of preventing as well as curing diseases; 
and in 1581 it was introduced by the English 
as a kind of cordial for their soldiers while 
engaged in the wars in the Netherlands; and 
thus, it is said, the appetite was created and 
the idea fostered that it was a panacea for 
most of the ills to which mankind is heir. 

On the accession of James I. (of England 
and VI. of Scotland in 1603) the vice of 
drunkenness increased so much that in the 
second year of his reign enactments were 
passed for its punishment. The preamble of 
2d James I. (1604) sets forth very clearly 
the original purposes of public-houses, and 
also the inevitable results of the sale of in
toxicating liquors. It says: "The ancient, 



HISTORY OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS. 13 

true, and principal use of ale-houses v..as for 
the lodging of wayfaring people, and for the 
supply of the wants of such as were not 
able, by greater quantities, to make their pro
vision of victuals, and not for entertainment 
and harbouring of lewd and idle people, to 
spend their money and their time in a lewd 
and drunken manner." The 4th James I. 
declares that " the odious and loathsome sin of 
drwilcenness is of late g?·own into common use, 
being the root and foundation of man.1/ other 
enormous sins, as bloodshed, stabbing, murder, 
swearing, fornication, adultery, and such like, 
to the ,great di's/wnow· of God and of our nation, 
the overthrow of many ,good arts and manual 
trades, the disabling of divers workmen, and the 
general impoverishing of many good subjects, 
abusively wasting the good creatures of God." 
Those convicted of drunkenness were by this 
act punished by a fine of 5s. or six hours' con
finement in the stocks; for "remaining drink
ing and tippling" 3s. 4d. fine, or confinement 
in the stocks, for the first offence; 10s. for the 
second, and to find recognizances for future 
behaviour. In 1625 these acts were made 
perpetual and still morestringent,yetdrunken
ness continued to increase until in 1654, under 
Oliver Cromwell's government, it was ordered 
that "no new licences be granted for two 
years." 

During the existence of the "Republic of 
England," or "The Commonwealth,'' under 
the administration of Oliver Cromwell and 
his son Richard, there were efforts made to 
decrease drunkenness and promote habits of 
sobriety; but after the restoration of Charles 
II. the vice of drunkenness was encouraged 
by the example of a eorrupted court and 
gentry, who had become intemperate on 
French wines; and drinking the king's health, 
or declining to do so, became the common 
distinction between a "Cavalier" and a 
"Roundhead." 

In the reign of Charles I. the Lord-keeper 
Coventry gave utterance to the following 
words relative to the character of the drink
shops :-"I account ale-houses and tippliug
houses the greatest pest in the kingdom. I 
give it you in charge to take a course that 
none be permitted unless they be licensed; 
and for the licensed ale-houses, let them be 
but few, and in fit places; if they be in private 
corners and ill places, they become the den of 
thieves." 

In her Lives of the Queens of England (vol. 

vi. p. 99) Mrs. Agnes Strickland, quoting from 
Rowe's Statutes at Large and MS. journals of 
the House of Lords, in the library of D. E. 
Davey, Esq., Grove Yoxford, says: "Much of 
the crime and sorrow of the present day, and 
indeed the greatest national misfortunes that 
ever befell this country, originated from the 
example given by William III. and his Dutch 
courtiers as irn bibers of ardent spirits. In 
fact the laws of England, from the early Plan
tagenets, sternly prohibited the conversion of 
malt into alcohol, excepting a small portion 
for medicinal purposes. Queen Elizabeth (and 
the act, it is said, originated from her own 
love of temperance) strictly enforced this 
statute, and treated the infringement of it as 
a moral dereliction; and those were the times 
when breaking laws made for the health and 
happiness of the people were not visited by 
fines, which were easily spared from fraudu
lent mammoth profits, but by personal infiic
tiou on the delinquents. The consummation 
of all iujury to the people was the encourage
ment that King William III. was pleased to 
give to the newly-born manufacture of spiri
tuous liquors. Strange it is, after noting such 
stri11gent laws against converting food into 
'fire-water,' that a sovereign of Great Britain 
should come repeatedly to his senate for the 
purpose of earnestly recommending to legisla
tors its encouragement; yet this respectable 
reque t of royalty star s the reader in the 
face, in the manuscript journals of parliament. 
What would have beeu said of James I. if, in 
addition to his worst fault, that of intemper
ance, he had pursued a similar course of pro
ceeding? The alteration of the wise restric
tive laws of Elizabeth was not doue in ignor
ance; more than one noted literary character 
belonging to church or law remonstrated. 
These are the words of Whiston: 'An act of 
parliament has abrogated a very good law for 
discouraging the poor from making gin; nay, 
they have in reality encouraged them to 
drunkenness, and to the murder of themselves 
by such drinking.' ,Judge Hale earnestly 
supported the restrictive law, and opposed its 
abrogation, declaring that millions of people 
would kill themselves by these fatal liquors. 
The prediction of the legal sage has indeed 
been fearfully verified owing to the act of this 
unpaternal reign.'' 

This act was passed in 1689, and in a few 
years led to an enormous consumption of gin 
and other spirituous liquors. In 1684 the 
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quantity of British spirits distilled was com
puted to be about 527,492 gallous for a popu
lation of 5,724,000, and the quantity of beer 
brewed in England in 1688 was about 6,318,015 
barrels. The act of William and Mary pro
hibited the importation of spirits from all 
foreign countries, and threw open, on payment 
of a trifling duty, the trade of distilling to all 
British subjects in Englanrl. 

In 1725 a report from a committee of Mid
dlesex magistrates stated that at that period 
there were in the metropolis, exclusive of the 
city of Lonrlon and Southwark, 6187 houses 
and shops "wherein geneva or other strong 
waters were sold by retail.!' We are told that 
the population at that period did not exceed 
700,000 souls, and in some parishes every 
tenth house, and in others every seventh, was 
a place u ed for the sale of intoxicating liquors. 
"If," says Mr. S. Couling (History, p. 19), 
"we add 1000 for the City and Southwark, 
the total number of these houses in the metro
polis during this year will amount to 7187." 

"In 1736 eight justices of the peace, ap
pointed to inquire into the fact, reported that 
they found not fewer than 7044 houses and 
shops in which spirituous liquors were sold 
within the divisions of Westminster, Holborn, 
the Tower, and Finsbury, in addition to many 
places established for the sale of fermented 
liquors only." 

Speaking on the result of the laws passed 
during the reicrn of William and Mary, Mr. 
Lecky, in his History of England in the 18tli 
Century (vol. i. p. 476), says: "These mea
sures laid the foundation of the English manu
facture of spirits; but it was not till 1724 
that the passion for gin-drinking appears to 
have infected the masses of the population, 
and it spread with the rapidity and the vio
lence of an epidemic. Small as is the place 
which this fact occupies in English history, it 
was probably, if we consider all the conse
quences that flowed from it, the most momen
tous in that of the 18th century-incompara
bly more so than any event in the purely 
political or military annals of the country." 

In a paper on "The Bearings of the License 
Laws on the Morals of the People," read at a 
meeting at the National Club, December 18th, 
1879, and afterwards published in the Alliance 
¥'ews, January lOth, 1880, the late Alexander 

Balfour, of Liverpool, remarked: "The legis
lature committed a great mistake in not hav
ing, as soon as spirits were manufactured, 

made full inquiries as to their propertie , and 
imposed such wise restrictions on their pro
duction and sale as would have guarded tbe 
citizens from the excessive alld improper use 
of an article so exceptionally perilous. Disas
trous consequences followed from this neglect, 
as will be manifest to all who choose to exa
mine into the condition of our Euglish people, 
from the date of the Revolution up to the 
period of 1736, when the famous Gin Act was 
passed. It is to be regretted that the ruinous 
effects to our people, from the great extension 
of the consumption of gin in the early part of 
last century, have not been more largely dwelL 
upon by historians. No one can read accounts 
of the fearful degradation of manners an cl 
morals at that time without the conviction 
that with gin-drinking a new agent of evil 
had been introduced, which ravaged the coun
try like a visitation of a plague." 

Up to the year 1736 the retail sale of spirits 
was absolutely free, but in that year a license 
duty was imposed. The excise duty from 
1684 to 1741 varied from twopence to sixpence 
per gallon. The ma.nufacture of distilled Brit
ish spirits ran up from 527,000 gallons in 1684 
to 4,333,000 gallon in 1731, and to 5,394,000 
gallons in 1735. The consequences of this 
increase<l manufacture and sale were appalling 
-drunkenness, de banchery, premature deaths, 
&c., increased to a frightful extent, as showu 
in Hogarth's celebmtecl pictures of "Gin 
Lane" and "Beer Alley," which are said to 
have been "scarcely any exaggerations of the 
state of social morals which prevailed in the 
purlieus of London." The then Bishop of 
Oxford, in a speech delivered in the House 
of Lords, bore this testimony: "Almost in 
every street we had two or three gin-shops, 
filled with such company as no sober man 
could view without horror, and yet this was 
not the worst; there was an invisible scene 
still more horrible to think of, for they tell 
me, every one of these gin-shops had a back
shop or cellar strewed every morning with 
fresh straw, where those that got druuk were 
thrown." Some of the retailers of gin at this 
period had signboards hanging out, announc
ing that their customers could be made" drunk 
for a penny, dead drunk for twopence, and 
clean straw for nothing" (Parliarnentary His
tory, vol. xii. p. 12, 13). 

On the 20th of February, 1736, a powerful 
remonstrance against the excessive use of 
spirituous liquors was sent to the House of 
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Commons from the Justices of the Peace for 
Middlesex, in which it was stated that the 
drinking of gin had excessively increased 
among the people; its constant use had al
ready destroyed thousands, and rendered great 
numbers unfit for labour, debauching their 
morals and leading them into every vice. It 
was declared that by far the greater part of 
the poverty, the murders, and the robberies 
of London might be traced to this single cause. 

Drinking had acquired snch fearful dimen
sions that parliament perceived the necessity 
of taking strong measures to arrest it. Sir 
Joseph Jekyll (a private member) brought in 
a bill which did not increase the sixpence per 
gallon of excise duty, but imposed a tax of 
20s. per gallon on the retail sale of all spirit
uous liquors, and prohibited any person from 
selling them in quantities less than 2 gallons, 
except on payment of a tax of £50 a yel'lr. 
Such were the provisions of the famous Gin 
Act, 9 George II., which, though opposed by 
government, was passed, and came into opera
tion September 29th, 1736. But the act being 
too stringent for the times, and practically 
prohibitory to those who had acquired a love 
for the liquor, and whose limited means pre
vented them from buying 2 gallons at a 
time, was almost a failure. Its machinery 
was also defective, and soon a host of persons 
became informers, making it a business, and 
in many case giving false information. Gin 
riots en ued, and the illicit sale of spirits went 
on thronghont the country; in fact, smuggling 
liquors was common and deemed anything 
but a crime by large numbers of the people 
of every grade and position in society. In 
1737, however, the consumption of spirits fell 
to about 3,600,000 gallons, but in 1741 more 
thau 7,000,000 gallons were distilled, and the 
consumption was steadily increasing. 

In 17 43 legislation was carried to another 
extreme. For the ostensible purpose of check
ing clandestine trade., but in reality to secure 
a revenue to the government, a bill was passed 
by parliament lowering the duty payable by 
the distiller, and at the same time reducing 
the tax on retail licenses from £50 to £1. By 
this bill the following duties were imposed:
" On every gallon of spirits from wine or 
cider, 6d.; on every gallon of spirits from 
other materials, 3d.; and an annual license 
on retail of 20s. Licenses to be granted to 
such persons only as shall keep taverns, inns, 
coffee-houses, or ale-houses; and provided also 

that no liceuse should be valid unless the per
son obtaining it has first been licensed by two 
justices of the peace for the locality." 

During thr debate upon this measure in 
the House of Lords, vigorous speeches, con
veying sound principles and noble sentiments, 
worthy of true .Patriots and Christians, were 
delivered by the Bishops of Oxford, Sarum, 
and Salisbury, and also by Lords Hervey, 
Lonsdale, and Talbot. Amongst the most 
notable was that of the celebrated Lord 
Chesterfield, who made the following remark
able observations:-" Luxury, my lords, is to 
be taxed, but vice prohibited, let the difficulty 
in the law be what it will. Would you lay a 
tax upon a breach of the ten commandments? 
Would not such a tax be wicked and scan
dalous? Would it not apply an indulgence to 
all those who could pay the tax? Vice, my 
lords, is not property to be taxed, bnt sup
pressed, and heavy taxes are sometimes the 
only means by which that suppression can be 
attained. Luxury, or that which is only per
nicious by its excess, may very properly be 
taxed, that such exces , though not unlawful, 
may be made more difficult. But the use of 
those things which are simply hurtful in their 
own nature, and in every degree, is to be pro
hibited. None, my lords, ever heard in any 
nation of a tax upon theft or adultery, because 
a tax implies a license granted for the use of 
that which is taxed to all who are willing to 
pay for it. Drunkenness, my lords, is univer-
ally, and in all circumstances, an evil, anu 

therefore onght not to be taxed, but punished. 
The noble lord has been pleased kindly to in
form us that the trade of distilling is very 
extensive, that it employs great numbers, aud 
that they have arrived at exquisite skill, and 
therefore the trade of distilling ought not to 
be discouraged! Once more, my lords, allow 
me to wonder at the different conceptions of 
different understandings. It appears to me 
that since the spirit which the di tillers pro
duce is allowed to enfeeble the limbs, vitiate 
the blood, pervert the heart, and obscure the 
intellect, the number of distillers should be 
no argument in their favour; for I never 
heard that a law against theft was repealed 
or delayed because thieves were numerous. 
It appears to me, my lords, that really if so for
midable a body are confederate against the 
virtue or the lives of their fellow-citizens, it is 
time to put an end to the havoc, and to inter
pose whilst it is ,yet in our power to stop the 
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destrnction. So little, my lords, am I affecte<l 
with the merit of that wonderful skill which 
distillers are said to have attained, that it is, 
in my opinion, no faculty of great use to man
kind to prepare palatable poison; nor shall 
I ever contribute my interest for the reprieve 
of a murderer because he has by long practice 
obtained great dexterity in his trade. If 
their liquors are so delicious that the people 
are tempted to their own destruction, let us 
at least, my lords, secure them from the fatal 
draught, by bursting the vials that contain 
them. Let us crush at once these artists in 
human slaughter, who have reconciled their 
countrymen to sickness and ruin, and spread 
over the pitfalls of debauchery snch a bait as 
cannot be re isted." (Kimberland's Hi.story 
and Proceedings in the House of Lords, 1743, 
vol. viii., Dr. Lee>:' U. K. A. Prize Essay, 
1857, pp. 99, 100.) 

Despite all the efforts of the friends of 
sobriety the bill passed by a vote of 82 against 
55; but it did not diminish drunkenness, nor 
had it much effect in checking unlicensed 
drink-shops, of which, in 1749, it was esti
mated that in England and Wales there were 
more than 17,000. The city of London peti
tioned for new measures of restriction. Phy
sicians and others testified that the evil was so 
great as to imperil the future of the country. 
Bishop Benson, in a letter written a little later, 
said: "There is no afety of living in this town, 
but scarcely any in the country now, robbery 
and murder are grown so frequent. Our people 
are now become what they never were before, 
cruel and inhuman. These accursed spirituous 
liquors have changed the very nature of our 
people, and they will, if continued to be drunk, 
destroy the very race of people themselves." 
Fielden, in a pamphlet written at this period, 
said: "Should the drinking of this poison 
continue at its present height during the next 
twenty years, there will by that time be few 
of the common people left to drink." 

In 17 51 new and more stringent measures 
were passed by parliament, which had the 
effect of somewhat reducing the amount of 
liquors consumed. Distilleries were prohib
ited, under a penalty of £10, from either re
tailing spirits themselves, or selling them to 
unlicensed retailers. The excise duty was 
raised to ls. 3d. per gallon. The penalties for 
unlicensed retail selling were increased, and 
for the second offence the offender was liable 
to be whipped. The powers of the magis-

trates were somewhat restricted, and provision 
was made that brewers and distillers should 
not interfere with licenses, nor act as justices 
in the granting thereof. This was the Tip
pling Act, or 24 George II. cap. xl. 

Further restrictions were imposed in 1753, 
including an increase of the licensing tax 
from £1 to £2, and clauses subjecting pnblic
houses to severe regulations. These measures 
were more efficacious in checking drinking 
than the act of 1736 had been, and the con
sumption of spirits steadily diminished till, 
in 1761, it bad fallen to 3,181,000 gallons, an<l 
it continued to be at about 2,500,000 gallons 
from 1771 to 1781. During the first half of 
the century much had been <lone in accu tom
ing people to the use of non-alcoholic bever
ages. Tea was introduced into England from 
the Netherlands in 1666. At first it was sold 
at sixt,y sldllings per pound. In 1652, or 
1657, the first coffee-house was established in 
London. They increased rapidly, and the 
character of the clubs was changed by the 
introduction of tea, coffee, and chocolate. 
These no doubt were very important counter
actives against the use of spirits, and cou
siderable improvement in the habits of the 
people occurred during the latter half of the 
century. "Still," says Mr. Lecky, the hiR
torian (from whose work the facts and figu1·e~ 
here given are derived), " these measures 
formed a palliation and not a cure, and from 
the early days of the eighteenth century drink
ing has never ceased to be the main counter
acting influence to the moral, intellectual, and 
physical benefits that might be expected from 
increased commercial prosperity." 

But another important fact should be taken 
into consideration here. Owing to a scarcity 
of corn the distilleries were stopped in March, 
1757, by laws prohibiting the making of low 
wines and spirits from grain, meal, &c., and 
Smollett in his Histor,y of England states that 
since the enforcement of these laws, "the 
commonalty appeared more sober, healthy, 
and industrious," and he relates that such 
places as Bristol, Sarum, Liverpool, and Bath 
sent in petitions to parliament praying for 
the continuance of these laws, then gives the 
following testimony as to the good results of 
this prohibitory action. He says : "It must 
be owned that the good and salutary effects 
of the prohibition were visible in every part 
of the kingdom, and no evil consequences 
ensued, except a diminution of the revenue in 
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this article, a consideration which at all times 
ought to be sacrificed to the health and morals 
of the people." 

Similar action was taken in 1766, when 
there was a famine in the land; and by 5th 
George III. cap. iii. the distilleries were stopped 
from January lst, 1766, to October lst, 1766, 
and again in 1801-2, by 4lst George III., 
cap. xvi., when they were stopped from March 
25th, 1801, to March 25th, 1802, and again in 
Ireland in 1796-97, in 1809-10, and in 1813-
l4; and in relation to one of these periods, 
Mr. Colquhoun, in his Treatise on tlie Police 
of London (6th ed. 1800), states that "during 
the period when the distilleries were stopped 
in 1796-97, though bread and every necessary 
of life were considerably higher than during 
the preceding year, the p oor were apparently 
more cornfortable, paid their rents more re,c;u
larly, and were better fed than at an,y period 
for some years before, even though they had 
uot the benefit of the extensive charities 
which were Jistributed in 1795. This can 
only be accounted for by tlieir being denied the 
indulgence of gin, which bad become in a 
great measure inaccessible from its very high 
price. It may be fairly concluded that the 
money formerly spent iu this imprudent man
ner had been applied in the purchase of pro
visions and othe1· necessaries, to the amount of 
some £100,000. The effect of their being 
depri vecl of ibis baneful liquor was also evi
, lent in their more orderly conduct; quarrels 
1ind assaults were less frequent, und they re
sorted seldorner to the pawnbroker's shop; and 
yet, during the chief part of this period, bread 
was 15d. the quartern loaf; meat higher tban 
the precediug year, particularly pork, which 
n.rose in part from the stoµpage of the dis
tilleries, but chiefly from the scarcity of grain." 

In 1821 the number of licenses granted in 
EnglanJ and Wales for the retail sale of 
British and foreign spirits was 36,351, and 
in 1 3;3 the number rose to 4 ,347. In 1822 
there were in London 98 brewers, who brewed 
2,000,932 bal'l'els, of which 1,673,603 were 
strong, and 327,329 table beer, besides 37 
licensed victuallers. In the rest of England 
there were 1-±88 brewers, who brewed, of 
strong and table beer, 5,5-±7,875 barrels, and 
of licensed victuallers there were 205,775. 

Morewood, in bis Inventions and Customs 
in the Use of Inebriating Liquors, 1 24, p. 284, 
::;ays: "The annual quantity of porter brewed 
111 London exceeds 1,316,345 barrels of 36 

VOL.!. 

gallons each, and that of porter and ale the 
consumption in the metropolis amounts to 
2,000,000 of barrels. This vast supply is 
chiefly drawn from the breweries withiu the 
city, which, in respect to size, style of build
ing, and ingenuity of operations performed in 
them, are not surpassed, nor indeed equalled 
by any other establishments of the kind in 
the world." Another writer wisely observes: 
"The extent and magnitude of tllis traffic 
would not be of so much consequence if it 
was either useful or necessary; or if it in any 
way tended to the moral and social elevation 
and improvement of mankind, instead of pro
ducing such fearful results a.s we everywhere 
see attending it." 

Time after time efforts were made to im
prove the licensiug system, until in the reign 
of George IV. an effort was made "to reduce 
into one act the laws relating to the licensing 
by j nstices of the peace of persons keeping, or 
being about to keep, inns, ale-houses, and 
victualling houses to sell excisable liquors by 
retail to be drunk or consumed on the prem
ises." 

This act (9 George IV. cap. lxi.) repealed 
about twenty-one previous acts in force up to 
the year 1828, and has since that time (up to 
1890) been the statute under which the magis
trates have granted certificates to the appli
cants who came before them, and by which 
the excise have been empowered to confer the 
privilege of selling intoxicating liquors. This 
act made provision for the Lolding of annual 
licensing sessions, and at least four meetings 
for transferriug licenses every year. At these 
meetings "any question touching the grant
ing, withholding, or transferring any license, 
or the fitness of the pernon aµplying for such 
license, or of the house intended to be kept by 
such person, shall be determined by the ma
jority of the justices preseut." 

The persons receiving certificates from the 
magistrates at the brewster sessions could, on 
the payment of the fees, take out licenses from 
the excise for the sale of spirits and other ex
cisable liquors. Some took out beer licenses 
only, though they might have had the more 
extended privilege if they desired it. The 
licensed houses were allowed to be open for 
the sale of drinks every day, except on certain 
hours on Sundays, Christmas Day, and G0od 
Friday, or auy appointed fast or tlianksgiving 
day. 

Two years afterwards (1830) the Beer Bill 
~ 
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was passed, in the vain hope that the increase 
of competition in the sale of alcoholic drinks 
would reduce the price of malt liquors, .'.1nd by 
encouraging the consumption of these, check 
at once the spirit trade and the intemperance 
of the people. Some also imagined that the 
partisanship and jobbery alleged against the 
dispensers of the victuallers' certificates would 
receive similar discouragement. 

On the 8th of April, 1830, the Right Hon. 
John Calcraft, M.P . for \Vareham, and pay
master of the forces, who had been chairman 
of a select committee to consider the question, 
made a motion for the introduction of "The 
Sale of Beer" Bill, and during its progress 
throngh the house it was very warmly sup
ported by Mr. Henry (afterwards Lord) 
Brougham, M.P. for Winchelsea, and others. 
It was opposed by several country members, 
but eventually passed without a division . 
The bill passed through the House of Lords 
July 12tb, and afterwards received the royal 
assent from the new king, William IV., 
George having died during the last stages of 
the bill. It is reported that the Duke of 
Wellington considered that the passing of this 
bill was a greater achievement than any of his 
military victories. Be this as it may, it was 
soon discovered that a terrible mistake had 
been made, and within a fortnight :after the 
bill came into operation some of its warmest 
supporters were led. to see their error. The 
act came into operation October lOth, 1830, 
and ou the 24th of that month the Rev. Sydney 
Smith wrote as follows:-"Tbe New Beer 
Bill has begun its operations. Everybody is 
drunk. Those who are not singing are sprawl
ing. The sovereign people are in a beastly 
state" (Letters, p. 310). 

Withiu nineteen days from October lOth as 
many as 800 lice nses were taken out under the 
act in Liverpool alone, and by the end of the 
year the total number of licenses granted in 
England and ·wales rose to 24,342. The act 
did not extend to Scotland and Ireland. Be
fore two years were expired a motion was 
made for a committee of inquiry into the 
whole question of licensing, aud the results of 
intemperance. 

There can be no doubt that the late Lord 

Brougham, and some of his friends, honestly 
believed that the beer to be sold in beer-houses 
would be comparatively unintoxicating, and 
that its use would create a new taste, and 
counteract the evils then prevailing from the 
drinking of spirits; but no guarantee or pre
cantions were taken to secure that the beer 
sold in the houses to be opened should be of 
low alcoholic strength only, and the result 
was an enormous increase of drinking aud 
drunkenness. 

This brief sketch of the rise, growth, aud 
development of the drink traffic in Great 
Britain and Ireland will give the reader some 
idea of the terrible forces against which the 
pioneers of temperance bad to fight. 

As the mother country, from which the 
New World inherited its virtues and prin
ciples, the American, Canadian, Australian, 
and other colonies, are more indebted to 
Great Britain than to any other nation for 
what is good; but, alas! they owe still more 
to the mother country for many of their 
vices, and especially for the fearful vice of 
intemperance. Many of the early settler· 
took with them an appetite or craving for 
alcoholic liquors, and British merchants did 
all they could to create or foster a demand for 
what was to them a very lucrative branch of 
trade. Many of our missionary ships took 
out with the "Man of God" and bis "Bibl s," 
the accursed "firewater," wbi h made the 
savage inhabitants of the wild woods still 
more savage; and thus the work of th e 
"heralds of the Prince of Peace" was made 
more difficult and dangerous, and the resnlts 
less satisfactory than they would have beeu 
but for tl1is "stumbling-block" deliberately 
put in their way. 

I nstead of being a blessing to the natives 
of these new countries, the introduction of 
the pale-faced sons of civilization, with their 
habits, customs, &c., were in many instanc s 
the cause of the utter ruin of the natives, 
and eventually whole races of men were cruelly 
decimated and destroyed, the chief ageut 
employed being the demon Alcohol. This 
will be more clearly and with greater detail 
demonstrated in subsequent chapters of tlii:; 
work. 
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Not only have the evils of intemperance 
been wide- pread and of long continuance, but 
in all ages and climes efforts have been made 
to corn bat these evils by the promotion of 
temperance. Some have supposed the prin
ciples of temperance to be of modern date; this 
is not so, as those who have taken a deep 
interest in their promotion trace them to 
an early elate in history. A reference to 
many publications will confirm this. In the 
works of Dr. F. R. Lees and others are found 
abundant proofs of the existence and need of 
temperance work. In his Text-book of '11ern
perance (1871, pp. 94, 95, or Select Works, 
1886, vol. i. p. 141) we read: "In a letter 
written nearly 4000 years ago by Amen-em
an, an Egyptian priest and tutor, to his pupil 
Pen-ta-onr, occurs the following pa sage:
'Thou kuowest that wine is an aboruination, 
thou hast taken an oath (or pledge) concerning 

v strong drink that thou wonldest not put such 
(liquors) into thee. Hast thou forgotten thine 
oath?' In another letter, written shortly 
after the above, this Egyptian priest, resuming 
the allusion to the temperance pledge, says: 
'Turn not thy face from my advice, or dost 
thou really give thine heart to all the words 
of the votaries of indulgence? Thy limbs are 
alive then, but thy heart is asleep. I, thy 
superior, forbid thee to go to the taverns. 

Thou art degraded like the beasts. But we 
see many like thee; haters of books, they 
honour not God. God regards not the breakers 
of pledges, the illiterate,' &c." It is recorded 
that this young man afterwards became a 
reformed character, and rose to the dignity of 
court poet to one of the Pharaoh . 

Turning to the Bible we read of the Nazarites 
who, amongst other observances, inclllded 
total abstinence not only from wine and strong 
drink, but also from the fruit of the vine; and 
this by Divine ordinance as stated in Numbers 
vi. 1-4: "And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and 
say unto them, When either man or woman 
shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a 
Nazarite, to separate themselves nntothe Lord; 
he shall separate himself from wine and strong 
drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or 
vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink 
any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or 
dried. All the days of his separation shall he 
eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from 
the kernels even to the husk." 

Samson, the strong man, was not only him
self a Nazarite from birth, but his mother 
also was expressly commanded to be an ab
stainer for a given period before his birth, the 
words of the angel being: ''Now therefore 
beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor 
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strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: 
for, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; 
and no razor shall come on his head: for 
the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from 
the worn b; and he shall begin to deliver Israel 
out of the hands of the Philistines." This 
warning was repeated to Manoah, her hus
band (Judges xiii. 4, 5; 13, 14). 

From Homer's Iliad (lib. vi. 258) we learn 
that Hector, who was supposed to be con
temporary with Samson, considered wine as 
"enervating," and therefore refused to drink 
any although pressed to do so by his mother; 
and if Hector did not drink wine, we may 
rest assured that the hero did not administer 
it to his troops (Anti-Bacchus, p. ll8). 

In one of his addresses in London Dr. B. 
Ward Richardson makes the following allusion 
to Hector: "There is the oldest of Greek poets 
-Homer, the author of the Iliad-who gives 
the wonderful story of the fall of Troy. No one 
can be unacquainted with the name of Hector, 
the great Trojan-he who was ultimately 
dragged round the walls of Troy-he whose 
parting with his wife Pope has so exquisitely 

-U translated. 
"His father, speaking with him before 

going out to battle, offers i1im wine. 
"He answers:-
" 'Wine! no, I bould misplace my troops; 

Wine! I should not march before; 
Wine! I could not mount the ramparts-
! could give no command, and do no duty, 
Put it all aside, and give me simple water.' " 

-British Temp . .Advocate, 1 81, p. 607. 

This is not the hero's only protest against 
intoxicants. When Hecu ba reque. ts. him to 
refresh himself with wine, he exclaims:-
" Far hence be Bacchus' gifts (the chief rejoined); 

Inflaming wine, pernicious to mankind, 
Unnerves the limbs, and dulls the noble mind." 

-Iliad, book vi. 

The prophet Samuel was also a lifelong 
Nazarit~, being dedicated to God from his 
infancy. The Septuagint has a clause not 
found in the Hebrew text, or V ulgate version 
of the Scriptures, which reads : "And of wine 
a.nd strong drink he shall not drink." Philo, 
the Jewish historian, quotes this clause, and 
pointedly refers to Samuel as "chief of kings 
and prophets," and as "a N azarite for life." 

In the 35th chapter of Jeremiah we have 
a. most interesting account of a separate and 
distinct people termed Rechabites, who faith
fully carried out the injunction of Jonadab 
their founder, and under very peculiar cir-

cum stances refused to drink wine, for which 
they received the Divine assurance that 
"J onadab, the son of Rechab, shall not want 
a man to stand before me for ever." 

The late Rev. Dr. Wolff, a converted Jew, 
who became a great traveller and missionary 
amongst his own people, in his Travels and 
Adventures (edition 1861, pp. 159 and 50 ), 
narrates how, in 1836, he met a sheikh of the 
"tribe of Hobab," who spoke of the B'nee 
Arhab (children of Rechab) as another branch 
of bis descendauts. At another time, when 
Dr. Wolff was preaching to a irnrn ber of 
people (whilst travelling over the plains of 
Mesopotamia), a Bedouin cavalier approached. 
Dismounting from his horse, he passed through 
the crowd till he came to Wolff, when he 
looked in his Bible, and, to Wolff's great sur
prise, he begnn to read Hebrew. Wolff asked 
him who he was. He replied, "I am oue of 
the descendants of Hobab, Moses' brother-in
law, aud of the branch called the B'nee Arhab, 
children of Rechab, who live in the deserts of 
Yemen. vVe drink no wine, plant no vine
yards, sow no seed, and Ii ve in tents. And 
thus you see bow the prophecy is fulfilled 
' J onadab the son of Rechab, shall not want 
a man to stand before me for ever.' Saying 
this he rode off, leaving behind him the 
strongest evidence of the truth of Holy Writ." 
Some yearsafterward. Dr.Wolff wa.s in Arabia, 
and at the town of Sanaa -met with a portion 
of this tribe, and iu the course of conversation 
he told them that he had seen one of their 
nation in Mesopotamia. They inquired if bis 
name was Joseph Wolff, and on being answered 
in the affirmative, they embraced him, and 
said they were still in possession of the Bible 
which he had given to Moosa. He spent six 
days with them, and describes them as fine, 
healthy-looking men, of great simplicity, of 
kind manners, and very intelligent, and says: 
"They drink no wine, and sow no seed, and 
live in tents, and remember good old J onadab, 
the son of Rechab." 

In October, 1862, Signor Pierotti read a 
paper at the meeting of the British Associ
ation on "Recent Notices of the Rech a bites," 
in which he stated that he met with a tribe 
of that name near the Dead Sea.. They had 
a Hebrew Bible, anrl said their prayers at the 
tomb of a Jewish Rabbi. 

Then we have the example of Daniel and 
his compatriots, who were rigid total abstainers. 
Another illustrious Nazarite from birth was 
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J ohn the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, of 
whom the angel said: "For he shall be great 
in the sight of the Lord, and shaE drink 
neither wine nor strong drink" (Luke i. 15). 
From the gospels we learn that John was so 
strict a Nazarite, that he was deemed by the 
multitude to be possessed of a demon, by 
whom he was enabled to bear the fatigues 
and privations of an arduous and ascetic life 
(Matt. xi. 18, 19; Luke vii. 33-35). 

Timothy and others are mentioned as being 
strict observers of the law of the Nazarites. 

Of certain ancient religious communities 
named Essenes, Therapeutre, and others, who 
practised the principle of temperance,J osephus, 
the Jewish historian (Wars, book ii. chap. 8), 
says : " The Essenes are Jews by birth, and 
seem to have a greater affection for one an
other than the other sects have. They have 
an aversion to sensuous pleasures in the same 
manner as to that which is truly evil. Tem
perance and keeping their passions in subjec
tion they esteem a virtue of the :first order. 
They are long livers, so that many of them 
arrive to the age of a hundred years; which 
is to be ascribed to their simple and plain 
diet, and the temperance and good order ob
served in all thing ." 

Of the Therapeutre of Egy}Jt Philo says: 
"Their drink is only water from the spring; 
they eat only to satisfy hunger, and drink 
only to quench thirst, avoiding fulness of sto
mach as that which is hurtful both to body 
and soul. At their feasts they drink no wine, 
but only pure water. They abstain from wine, 
as r eckoning it to be a sort of poison that 
leads men into madness; and from too plentiful 
fare, as that which breeds and creates inordi
nate and beastly appetites." 

Diodorus Siculus (lib. xix. cap. 94) relates 
the following concerning a people called Na
batheans, residing in Arabia:-" Their laws 
prohibit the sowing of corn, or anything else 
that bears fruit; the planting of trees or vines, 
the dri'likin,q of wine, and the building of 
houses; and the transgression of them is pun
ished capitally (i.e. by death); and the reason 
is, their thinking that those who are possessed 
of such property can be easily forced to submit 
to the authority of their more powerful breth
ren." 

Pliny informs us that the ancient Romans 
had not wine to drink, but that water or milk 
was their beverage; and both poets and his
torians dwell on those olden times of total 

abstinence as the golden age of Italy (Rev. B. 
Parson's Anti-Bacchus, p. 118). 

Dr. Henry in his History of England, tells 
us that the original Britons were noted for 
their "fine athletic form, for the strength of 
their bodies, and for being swift of foot. They 
excelled in running, swimming, wrestling, 
climbing, and all kinds of bodily exercise; 
they were patient of pain, toil, and suffering 
of various kinds; were accustomed to fatigues_, 
to bear hunger, cold, and all manner of hard
ships. They could run into morasses up to 
their neck, and live there for days without 
eating." 

In the speech of Queen Boadicea, A.D. 61, 
she says: "To us every herb and root is for 
food, every juice is our oil, and every stream 
of water our wine," so that they were practical 
total abstainers. 

The laws of the ancient Scots prohibited 
the use of intoxicating liquors by those who 
held important offices, under severe penalties. 
By the law of Argadus, governor of Scotland, 
A.D. 160, it was decreed that " all who held 
important offices, such as magistrates or other 
public posts, should abstain from the use of 
an,y kind of ineb1·iating liquor wider penalty 
of death" (Grindrod's B acchus, p. 442). 

By the laws of Carthage magistrates ·were 
forbidd en the use of wine during their term 
of office, and Judges also were to abstain there
from during the performance of legislatorial 
functions, whilst governors of places, during 
the term of their administration, were not 
allowed to drink wine. 

In A.D. 803 Charles the Great made a 
decree," that no person in drink be permitted 
to solicit or prosecute a cause there, nor to 
give evidence; and that no judge hold any 
such court but fasting." In order also to pre
vent persons giving evidence in a state of in
toxication, it was further ordered, "that if 
they had eaten (or drank) they should neither 
be sworn nor give evidence." One of the 
enactments of the ancient Welsh had a similar 
object in view (Grindrod's Bacchus, p. 442). 

" The Turks, before their conversion to Ma
hometanism, drank water or milk; yet Sel
juk, the father of the Seljukian dynasty, 
lived to be a hundred and seventy years olcl; 
and scarcely was there a throne in Asia, 
Europe, or Africa but tottered before the 
power of his abstinent sons. The Seljukian ·; 
the hordes of Zengis Khan, of the Ottomans, 
and of Tamerlane, were originally teetotallers, 
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an<l, in becoming Mahometans, avowed the 
principle of total abstinence; yet these four 
angels of the Apocalypse subdued and con
quered by far the greater part of the world. 
It is worthy of remark that luxury and in
temperance was the main cause of the de
generacy of the descendants of these heroes" 
(Anti-Bacchus, p. 119). 

The Circassians, generally admitted to be 
the most beautiful people upon earth, are tall, 
athletic, and the men are very strong, whilst 
the beauty of the women has been celebrated 
for ages, yet th ese people have long been dis
tiuguished for their strict observance of the 
principle of total abstinence from intoxicating 
liquors (Anti-Bacchus, p. 119). 

From the remotest antiquity abstinence 
from intoxicating liquors bas been enjoined 
on physical, social, or religious grounds by the 
Brahruins, Hindoos, Mahometans, and other 
eastern peoples. The religion of the Chinese 
and neighbouring nations enjoins upon its 
faithful followers entire abstinence from all 
intoxica.ting liquors. The inhabitants of China 
generally, as well as the natives of Japan, 
adopt the religious creed of the divinity Fo, 
whose precepts, by a strict conformity to 
which alone they conceive they can lead a 
virtuous life and obtain his approbation, are 
as follows:-(1) Not to kill anything that 
has life; (2) not to steal; (3) not to commit 
fornication; (4) not to lie; and (5) not to drink 
strong liquors. From the Catechism of the 
Shamans, or the Laws and Regulations of the 
Priesthood of Buddha, we learn: "This law 
commands us not to drink any intoxicating 
liquor. There are many sorts in the western 
frontier countries, as liquors made of sugar
cane, of grapes, and of many other plants; in 
this country (China) it is the general custom 
to make a strong liquor from rice-of all 
these thou shalt not drink, with this excep
tion, when thou art sick, and nothing else 
can restore thy health, and then it must be 
known by all that thou drink strong liquors. 
If there be reason for it, thou shalt not touch 
any liquor with thy lips, thou shalt not bring 
it to thy nose to smell at, nor shalt thou sit in 
a tavern, or together with people who drink 
spirits." From the same source we have the 
following remarkable statement: "There was 
a certain Y ewpotan, who by breaking this 
law violated also all others and committed 
the thirty-six sins; yon can see by this that 
it is no small sin to drink wine (strong 

drink). There is a particular depar tment in 
hell filled with mire and dirt for the trans
gressors of this law, and they will be born 
again as stupid and mad people, wanting wis
dom and iutelligence. There are bewildering 
demons and maddening herbs, but spirits dis
order the mind more than any poison. The 
Scripture moveth us, therefore, to drink melted 
copper sooner than violate this law, and <lrink 
spirits. Ah! how watchful should we be over 
ourselves." 

A religious community called the Saadhs, 
residing near Delhi, in India, are said to have 
been abstainers from all luxuries, sut;h as 
" tobacco, paun, opiurn, and wine," and are 
described as peculiarly industrious, charitable, 
orderly, and well-conducted people, chiefly 
engaged in trade (Bacchus, p. 498). 

Cresar, speaking of the Suevi, says that they 
were by far the greatest and most powerful in 
war of all the nations of Germany, and a<ltls: 
" They live for the most part on milk and 
animal food. Wine they do not aLlmit at all 
to be imported among them, because they be
lieve that by it men are enervated and ejfern i
nate and incapable of enduring labour." 

Coming down to the year .A.D. 1517, we find 
that au institution was set on foot on the 18th 
day of January in that year, for the special 
cultivation of temperate habits among the 
higher classes in Germany. This institution 
was founded by Sigismond de Dietrichstein 
under the auspices of St. Chri topher. 

Eighty- three years afterwards, viz. on 
Christmas Da.y, 1600, another institution, 
called "The Order of Temperance," was e tab
lished by Maurice, Laudgrave of Hesse, when 
over two hundred nobles became members. 
The Gentleman's :Af agazine for 1836 gave some 
particulars of this order, and stated that the 
original document, from which the following 
extracts are gi veu, was then in existence, in 
manuscript, with the signatures and seals of 
more than two hundred nobles attached to it, 
in the library of the town-hall of .i\Iarburg, in 
Upper Hesse. 

These rules speak for thernsel ves, and bear 
testimony to the fact that drunkenness pre
vailed to an alarming extent in Germany at 
the close of the fifteenth century. 

(We may observe that, as the following is 
au English translation froru the German, the 
language is modernized, and the document 
has not tbat ancient appearance the date 
would warrant.) 
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"1. Be it ordained that every member of 
tbis society pledges himself from its institu
tion, which dates December 25, 1600, until the 
same <lay in December, 1602, never to become 
intoxicated. 2. That the foregoing order may 
be the better observed by every member of 
this high and well-conceived society, we pledge 
ourselves to be satisfied with seven glasses of 
the measure of the order at a meal. 3. That 
no member of this order shall, in the course 
of twenty-four hours, take more than two 
head (haupt) meals, not exceeding seven so
ciety tumblers with each, and not under any 
circumstances to be allowed to drink wine on 
other occasions, not even as a sleeping draught. 
4. As it is likely, however, that wine may to 
some be necessary at luncheon, one glass may 
be taken, proviJed it be subtracted from the 
daily allowance of fourteen.1 6. That no one 
may complain of thirst a necessary quantity 
of other beverages, as beer, mineral water, 
toast and water, &c., shall be supplied at every 
meal; but moderation is enjoined even in the 
use of these. 7. It is not allowable to drink 
Spanish wines, brandy, nor Geneva, strong 
malt liquors, as London porter,2 or Ham
borougb double ales. 8. Under some circum
stances one glass of the aforesaid strong spirits 
may be drunk, but for every one so taken two 
glasses of wine to be deducted. 9. No person 
shall be allowed to drink bis seven glasses in 
one or even two draughts, but to make at the 
least three. 10. Also no one shall have the 
privilege of drinking the fourteen glasses at 
one sitting, nor even eight on one occasion; 
they must be equally divided between the two 
meals. ll . Those who break any of the above 
laws shall be reported to the founder of the 
society. 12. If any member should infringe 
the constitution of the order three staid and 
well-conducted brothers shall pronounce on 
the guilt of the accused, and if found guilty ad
judge him to the greater or the lesser punish
ment at their discretion. The greatest to be, 
that from the date of his crime for the period 
of one year be shall not be allowed to be pre
sent at any tournament or knightly play, either 
horse or foot. The next punishment, that for 
the space of one year he be not allowed to 

1 Either the 5th Rule has been omitted, or they have 
been wrongly numbered. 

2 The translator has here stated that London porter 
was not allowed, neither could it be if it was not known 
until 1722. Either there was some equivalent to London 
porter, or the date given by Rev. S. Couling should have 
been 1522.-P. T. W. 

driuk wine; and, as a still lighter, should such 
be deemed proper, the culprit shall be ad
judged to forfeit the two best horses in his 
stable, and to pay a fine of 300 dollars" (or 
thalers). 

A third institution of this kind was estab
lished and patronized by the Count Palatine, 
Frederick V . This, we are told, was an im
provement upon the former societies, being 
more stringent in its rules. These orders or 
societies were not only limited in their use
fulness, but transitory in their existence 
(Bacclius, p. 5). 

It may be noted that the dawn of the tem
perance crusade, in what might be termed 
spasmodic or intermittent rays of light, had 
neverthele s an influence for good over the 
minds of some of the British poets and 
authors, leading them to raise a warning voice 
against the vice of intemperance, which was 
then largely indulged in by the wealthy por
tion of the community. 

In 1603 the first edition of Shakespeare's 
play of "Hamlet" was issued, and in scene iv. 
act 1 we obtain glimpses of the manners and 
customs of those times. Ou hearing a :flourish 
of trumpets and ordnance shot off, Horatio 
inquires:-

" What doth this mean, my lord ? 
Ilamlet. "The king doth wake to-night, and takes 

his rouse, 
Keeps wassail, and the swaggering upspring reels; 
And as he drains his draughts of Rhenish wine 
The kettle drum and trumpet thus bray out 
The triumph of his pledge. 

Horatio. "Is it a custom 1 
H amlet. "Ay marry is't: 

But to my mind-though I am native here, 
And to the m anner born,-it is a custom 
More honoured in the breach than the observance. 
This heavy-headed revel east and west, 
Makes us traduced and tax'd of other nations: 
They clepe us drunkards, and with swinish phrase 
Soil our addition; and, indeed, it takes 
From our achievements, though perform'd at height, 
The pith and marrow of our attribute." 

Hamlet was followed by the play of "Othello," 
in scene 3, act ii. of which Cassio delivers a 
grand temperance address in the hearing of 
his tempter and betrayer Iago. 

Speaking of the heinous sin of drunkenness, 
Cassio observes: "Drunk? and speak parrot? 
and squabble? swagger? swear? and discourse 
fustian with one's own shadow ?-0, thou in
visible spirit of wine, if thou hast no name to 
be known by, let us call thee devil! . . . 0 
God, that men should put an enemy in their 
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mouths to steal away their brains! that we 
should with joy, pleasance, revel, aud applause 
transform ourselves into beasts! He 
shall tell rue I am a drunkard ! Had I as 
many mouths as Hydra, such an answer 
would stop them all. To be now a sensible 
man, by and by a fool, and presently a beast! 
0, strange! Every inordinate cup is un
blessed, and the ingredient is a devil!" 

Thus it is evident that Shakespeare was 
fully conversn,nt with the true natnre and 
properties of alcoholic liquors, and of their 
effects upon those who took them. 

In scene 3, act ii. of "As You Like It," he 
gives us a grand illustration of the healthy, 
vigorous, self-sacrificing, and devoted total 
abstainer, in the character of the servitor, 
Old Adam, who thus addresses his young 
master Orlando, and offers the monetary aid 
he is so much in need of:-

"I have five hundred crowns; 
The thrifty hire I sav'd under your father, 
Which I did store to be my foster nurse 
When service should in my old limbs lie lame, 
And unregarded age in corners thrown; 
Take that; and He that doth the ravens feed. 
Yea, providently caters for the sparrow, 
Be comfort to my age! Here is the gold; 
All this I give you. Let me be your servant; 
Though I look old, yet I am strong and lusty; 
For in my youth I never did apply 
Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood; 
Nor did not with unbashful forehead woo 
The moans of weakness and debility; 
Therefore my age is as a lusty winter, 
Frosty, but kindly; let me go with you; 
I'll do the service of a younger man 
In all your business and necessities." 

In another place Shakespeare speaks of

" honest water which ne'er left man i' the mire." 

In scene 2, act i. of the "Mercha.nt of 
Venice" the character of the nephew of the 
Duke of Saxony is thus given by Portia in 
answer to N erissa's question as to how she 
liked him:-

" Portia. Very vilely in the morning, when 
he is sober, and most vilely in the afternoon, 
when he is drunk; wheu he is best, he is a 
little worse than a man, and when he is worst, 
he is little better than a beast; an the worst 
fall that ever fell, I hope I shall make shift 
to go without him "-Nerissa. If he should 
offer to choose, and choose the right ea ket, 
you should refuse to perform your father's 
will, if you should refuse to accept him.
Portia. Therefore, for fear of the worst, I 
pray thee, set a deep glass of rhenish wine 

on the contrary casket, for if the devil be 
within and that temptation witho11t, I know 
he will choose it. I will do anything, Nerissa, 
ere I'll be married to a sponge." 

The sublime poet Johu Milton, author of 
"Paradise Lost," "Paradise Regained," "Sam
son Agonistes," &c., himself a total abstainer, 
in the latter work makes Sam ou and his 
friends speak thus:-

" Chorus. Desire of wine, and all delicious drinks, 
Wbich many a famous warrior overturns, 
Thou couldst repress; nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, outpoured, the flavour, or the smell, 
Or taste, that cheers the hearts of gods and men, 
Allure thee from the cool crystalline stream. 

Samson. Wherever fountain or fresh current flow 'd 
Against the eastern sky, translucent, pure, 
With touch ethereal of Heaven's fiery rod 
I drank, from the clear milky juice allaying V 
Thirst, and refresh'd; nor envied them the grap 
Whose heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 

Chorus. 0 madness, to think use of strongest •vines 
And strongest drinks om· chief support of health, 
When God with these forbidden made choice to rear 
His mighty champion strong above compare, 
Whose drink w:.1.s only from the liquid brook." 

Another important aspect of the temperance 
quesLion is beautifully treated in the following 
lines:-

"If every just man that now pines with want, 
Had but a moderate and beseeming share 
Of that which lewdly-pampered luxury 
Now heaps upon some few with vast exce ·s, 
Nature's full blessing would be well dispeused 

~ In un uperfiuous even proportion, 
And she no whit encumbered with her store; 
And then the Giver would be better thank'd, 
His praise due paid."-Comus. 

The divine George Herbert was anxious to 
stay the plague of intemperance, and in his 
"Church Porch" propounds a remedy, al
though a sort of moderation theory, an im
practicable attempt to arrest men at the third 
glass. He says:-

"Drink not! the third glass, which thou can t not 
tame 

When once it is within thee; but before 
IIIayst rule it, as thou list: and pour the shame 
Which it would pour on thee, upon the floor. 

It is most just to throw that on the ground, 
Which would throw me there, if I keep the 

round. 

He that is drunken, may his mother kill 
Big with his sister; he bath lost the reins, 
Is outlaw'd by him elf: all kind of ill 
Did with his liquor slide into his veins. 

The drunkard forfeits Man, and doth divest 
All worldly right, save what he hatb by beast. 
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Shall I, to please another's winesprung mind, 
Lose all mine own? God bath given me a measure 
Short of his can, and body; must I find 
A pain in that, wherein be finds a pleasure? 

Stay at the third glass; if thou lose thy hold, 
Then thou art modest, and the wine grows bold. 

If reason move not Gallants, quit the room, 
(All in a shipwreck shift their several way) ; 
Let not a common ruin thee entomb: 
Be not a beast in courtesy, but stay, 

Stay at the third cup, or forego the place, 
Wine above all things doth God's stamp deface." 

Many have found it wiser and better to 
slightly alter the reading of this, and substi
tute "Drink not the first glass," then Herbert's 
philo opby harmonizes with sound scientific 
temperance. On the other hand, to thousands 
the third glass has proved the high way to 
ruin. 

John Dryden, in his Address to his Kins
man John Dryden, of Chesterton, Hunting
donshire, remarks:-

" So lived our Sires, ere Doctors learned to kill, 
And multiplied with theirs the weekly bill. 
The first Physicians by Debauch were made : 
Excess began, and Sloth sustains the Trade. 

By chase our long-liv'd Fathers earn'd their food, 
Toil strung their nerves, and purified the blood. 
But we their Sons, a pampered race of men, 

V A.re dwindled down to three core years and ten. 
Better to hunt in Fields, for Health unbougbt, 
Than fee the Doctor for a nauseous draught, 
The wise for cure, on Exorcise depend: 
Goel never made his Work for Ian to mend." 

The Rev. E. Young, author of "Night 
Thoughts "-who died in 1765-in the follow
ing lines gave indication of his intimate 
acquaintance with the evils of intemperance, 
and the responsibilities of those who license 
a traffic productive of so much iniquity and 
premature death . He says:-

" Tn our world, death deputes 
Intemperance to do the work of Age; 
And, banging up the quiver Nature gave him, 
As slow of exeC'lition, for despatch 
Sends forth licensed butchers: bids them slay 
Their sheep, (the silly sheep they fleeced before,) 
And toss him twice ten thousand at a meal. 

0 what heaps of slain 
Cry out for vengeance on us." 

-Night Thoughts. Night IX. Consolation. 

John Locke, who had in the early part of 
his life a feeble constitution, and for many 
years suffered much from asthma, attributed 
the prolongation of his life (to the age of 
seventy-three) to the use of water in preference 
to alcoholic liquors. Boyle, who was con
sidered the first physician of his age, although 

possessed of an exceedingly delicate constitu
tion,also made use of water, aud <lieu at the age 
of sixty-five. Sir Isaac Newton was babituall.v 
abstemious in his diet. He died at the aJ
vanced age of eighty-five years, and when 
engaged upon his Treati'se on Optics abstained 
altogether from stimulating liquors and animal 
food, restricting himself to water and to vege
tables. In 1737 Dr. Samuel Johnson abstafoed 
entirely from fermented liquors, "a practice 
to which he rigidly conformed for many years 
togethnr at different periods of his life." On 
being reminded that he had once admitted 
that abstinence from wine would be a great 
deduction from life, he said : "It is a diminu
tion from pleasure, to be sure, but I do not 
say a dimin~tion of happiness; there is more 
happiness in being rational." And again, he 
remarks, "When we talk of pleasure we mea11 
sensual pleasure. Philosophers tell you that 
pleasure is contrary to happiness; gross men 
prefer animal pleasure" (Boswell's Johnson). 

In 1747 R. James, M.D., London, in his 
PharrnacopaJia Universalis, wrote as follows: 
"Every person who drinks a dram seems to 
me to be guilty of a greater incli cretion than 
if he had set fire to a house; and for the same 
reasons, cordial waters are the most danger
ous fnmiture for a closet ." In another part 
of the same work he says: "I cannot forbear 
admiring the great wisdom of Mahomet, who 
bas strictly forbade his followers the use of 
fermented liquors for better reasons than are 
generally apprehended." 

In 1794 Dr. Erasmus Darwin, in his well
known Zoonomia, calls wine "a pernicious 
luxury in common use and injuring thou
sand~." 

Many other na.mes could be given, and 
extracts made, showing that during the six
teenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries 
gifted men of all ranks and professions saw 
and deplored the evils resulting from the USl' 

of intoxicating liquors, and foresha.dowed the 
remedy-total abstinence for the individual, 
and prohibition of the traffic in intoxicants
for the security, prosperity, and happiness of 
the nation. 

Much has been written and said of Robert 
Burns, the "Bard of Scotland,'' a man who 
was lauded and lionized for a short period of 
bis brief, but chequered, career, and whose 
brilliant productions, by their intrinsic worth 
and power, have raised his name to "an ele
vation in the affections of his countrymen, 
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and of the lovers of song in general, which 
has no parallel in the annals of literature." 
During the celebration of his centenary, 
and at subsequent annual gatheriugs, papers 
have been read, speeches made, and tributes 
of praise awarded in great abundance; but it 
is questionable whether any of them were so 
honest, honourable, and true as the terse, yet 
comprehensive, essay on Burns: the National 
Bard and the Tempemnce Reformer of his 
Age, by John Paton of Barr head (1887). 

In this essay, the writer-a thorough 
Scotchman-grapbically sketches the history 
of the family of Burns; the habits, customs, 
and sterling character of the Scotch peasantry 
-from which the poet sprang-and then, by 
somewhat lengthy quotations from the "Twa 
Dogs," "The Cottar's Saturday Night," &c., 
he shows how Burns, with the heroism of 
poetic genius, stimulated by a life as yet 
unpolluted by sin, and a home training alike 
creditable to parents, children, and country, 
presents, in contrast therewith, the luxurious 
drunken sensuality of the upper classes, not 
hiding or palliating the vices of some of the 
so-called "Shepherds of Israel." 

In bis "Lines on Meeting Lord Daer" he 
gives a terribly painful description, and a 
scathing denunciation of the drunkenness of 
the affluent Scotch, thus:-

" I've been at drucken writers' feasts, 
ay, been bitch-fou 'mang godly priests

Wi' reverence be it spoken!-
I've even joined the honour'd jorum 
When mighty squireships o' the quorum 

Their hydra drouth did slocken." 

He also turned the full blaze of his light upon 
the drunkenness and profanity which attended 
npon the great religious gatherings termed 
" Holy Fairs." 

In his prefatory note to the poem of "The 
Holy Fair," John S. Roberts, editor of an 
edition of Burns's poems, says: "This is far 
the ablest of the satires Burns levelled at the 
Church; and his worst enemies could not 
avoid confessing that it was as well deserved 
as it was clever. Scenes such as the poet 
describes had become a scandal and a disgrace 
to the Church. The poem was met by a storm 
of abuse from his old enemies; but amid all 
their railings, they did not fail to lay it to 
heart, and from that time forward there was 
a manifest improvement in the bearing of 
ministers and people on such occasions. This 
is not the least of its merits in the eyes of his 

countrymen of the present day. Notwith
standing the daring levity of some of its 
allusions and incidents, the poet has strictly 
confined himself to the sayings and doings of 
the assembled multitude-the sacred rite itself 
is never once mentioned." 

The editor then goes on to descri.be what he 
himself witnessed on "Sacramental Sabbath," 
at a much later period (about 1860), and fully 
confirms Burns's description of the drunken 
scenes that followed. He says: "There was 
no drinking observable during the services; 
but in the evening the change-houses of the 
various vill:iges throughout the district pre
sented no very edifying spectacle." 

"But,'' sa.y some, " was not Burns himself 
addicted to intemperance; why, therefore, 
claim him as a temperance reformer1" As 
the diligent student of science, in making im
portant experiments, exposes himself to great 
risks, and imperils his eyesight, limbs, and 
life; as the operating surgeon, striving to 
relieve pain or cure disease, by a trivial in
advertence runs the risk of losing his own life; 
as those zealous for the development of their 
religious opinions leave home and country, 
and undergo a life of deprivation and suffer
ing amongst strangers; or one in a self-sac
rificing spirit exposes himself to the risk of 
becoming affected with the sRme loathesome 
disease, living the sarpe miserable life, and 
finally dying the same agonizing death as the 
poor lepers he ministers unto, so also the poet 
Burns, driven by force of circumstances into 
surroundings where temptations and snares 
beset him on every hand, became at length a 
victim to the drink he so strongly denounced. 

It is neither our province nor desire to 
attempt to add to the biographies of Burns, 
but in speaking of him as one of the earliest 
of the pioneers of the modern temperance 
reformation we feel constrained, as far as 
possible, to repel some of the cruel calumnies 
that have been heaped upon his name, and 
to refute the charge that he was an habitual 
drunkard. 

It is an undoubted fact that be sometimes 
got intoxicated, and whilst in that state be
haved unseemly; so, also, did some of the la.ter 
temperance reformers. We have it on the 
authority of Messrs. Joseph Livesey, John 
King, and others, that it was no uncommon 
thing to find some of the members of the 
Temperance Society drunk on the ale, porter, 
wine, &c., permitted to be used by the Mod era-



EARLIEST TEMPERANCE EFFORTS. 27 

tion Temperance Society pledge. We have no 
proof that Burns ever was a member of a 
temperance society, although there was, at 
least, one such society in existence at Lead
hills in Lanarkshire, founded in 1759 or 1760, 
shortly after the birth of our bard. 

One of his biographers (J. S. Roberts) 
tritely observes: "That a man whose clear 
income was £70 per annum, who clothed him
self respectably as became his station, and 
owed no ruan anything, could not have been 
a drunkard, nay, could not have been often 
within the walls of a public-house, is clear on 
the very face of it." Again the same writer 
remarks: "When about to leave Edinburgh, 
Dr. Blair addressed to him a most friendly 
and affectionate letter, in which his having 
stood firm and calm and unseduced amid the 
dazzling circumstances by which he had been 
tried, is particularly enlarged upon. At Ellis
land we know his life was one of temperance 
an<l industry, and that he spoke the literal 
truth when he said that he had taken down 
his punch-bowl from its ditsty corner on some 
pa.rticnlar occasion of merrymaking. At all 
times he was apt to be intruded on, some
times by shallow blockheads who were no 
mates for him, at other times by men of worth 
and standing, literary and social; and to both 
classes alike he was apt to give up his time 
and impair his means by a hearty and abun
dant hospitality." 

Mr. James Gray, master of the High School 
of Dumfries, gives the following testimony:
" He seemed to me to frequent convivial 
parties from the same feelings with which he 
wrote poetry, because nature had eminently 
qualified him to shine there, and he never on 
any occasion indulged in solitary drinking. 

"I often met him at breakfast parties, 
which were then customary at Dumfries, and 
on these occasions, if he had been suffering 
from midnight excesses, it must have been 
apparent. But his whole air was that of one 
who had enjoyed refreshing slumbers, and 
who arose happy in himself, and to diffuse 
happiness on all around him."-Mr. Gray's 
Lettm· to Gilbert Bitrns. 

Mr. Paton affirms that it was not until after 
Burns had "settled down in Dumfries that 
he personally confronted the full force of this 
weak and vile contagion, and the extent to 
which it penetrated his life is confined to this 
period. It was then that the convivial meet
ing took place which occasioned the song, 

'Willie brewed a peck o' Maut,' and also 
where the drunken contest was engaged in 
which called for the 'Whistle.' These, especially 
the song, are held up by our poet's detractors, 
while they insist, against the facts of the case, 
that the national drunkenness is attributable 
to the glamour of his genius." "It is not 
fair to Burns, nor calculated to diminish the 
drunkenness they profess to deplore." "He 
saw that vileness and weakness, from the 
contagion of aristocratic drunkenness and 
sen uality, were the great evils to which the 
toiling multitude was exposed; and he, of all 
the men of his time, did most to warn them 
off from their contaminating influence." He 
then goes on to mention how Burns became 
cognisant of this contagion in the person of 
Kirkoswald's celebrated dominie, who had to 
be treated to drink by those who desired to 
become his pupils. At Irvine also, when in his 
twenty-third year, Burns was "fascinated by 
the geniality of a young man who had been ,qen
teelly brought up," and thus was led into occa
sional fits of intoxication. "But," says Mr. 
Paton," although thus overcome, he submitted 
to the tempting power of bis age, and became 
at war with himself, it must not be forgotten 
that, while he did not raise the brute above 
the man in his own nature, he continued, in 
the light of increased experience, to present 
drink and its debasing effects so truthfully as 
to auticipate the researches of science, as they 
are now accepted and applied by temperance 
reformers to beget public opinion for the 
suppression of its sale." 

Probably the truest index to Burns's per
sonal life and habits is found in his corres
pondence. In writing to Mrs. Dunlop, relative 
to the state of his health, he tells her that it 
is not the want of rest but "occasional hard 
drinking that is the devil to him." "Against 
this," he continues, "I have again and again 
bent my resolution. I have totally abandoned 
taverns; it is the private parties in the family 
way that do me the mischief, but even these 
I have more than half given up." This is 
spontaneously admitted; but to a lady who 
advised him to give it up altogether, he 
replies: "They would not have my company if 
I did not drink with them; I must give them 
a slice of my constitution." This was the ex
perience and fate, at a still later period, of 
Lancashire's sweetest, grandest uf all humble 
temperance poets, John Critchley Prince, 
author of "The Three Angels," "Angel of 
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Temperance,'' &c. &c. This convivial domestic 
habit was so new and disgusting to Burns 
that he called it "savage hospitality." When 
presseJ to honour it by conforming thereto, 
upon one occasion be took the goblet and wrote 
thereon the following striking words:-

"There's death in the cup-sae beware! 
Nay, more-there is danger in touching; 

But wha can avoid the fell snare~ 
The man and his wine's sae bewitching!" 

In this unique stanza, a perfect poem in 
itself, Burns presented drink and its effects 
in precisely the same light as "they are now 
scientifically seen, e~posed and denounced by 
temperance reformers. His defence of the 
poor from the contagion of aristocratic drink
ing and drunkenness is the prominent Scottish 
antecedent to the Temperance Reformation." 

Mr. Lockhart in his biography says:
" That Burns ever sank into a toper, that be 
ever was addicted to solitary drinking, that 
his bottle ever interfered with bis discharge 
of his duties as au exciseman, or that in spite 
of some tra11sitory follies he ever ceased to be 
a most affectionate husband, all these charges 
have been insinuated, and they are all false. 
His intemperance was, as Heron says, in fits; 
his aberrations of all kinds were occasional, 
not systematic; they were all to himself the 
sources of exquisite misery in the retrospect ; 
they were the aberrations of a man whose 
moral sense was never deadened-of one who 
encountered more temptations from without 
and from within, than the immeuse majority 
of mankind, far from having to contend 
against, are even able to imagine." 

It is evident, therefore, that, like many 
others, Burns has suffered wrongly, and had 
his detractors not only in life but even after 
death. But ·for his own honest admissions 
much less could have been said against him. 
His contrition and humility are thus ex
pressed: 

" The poor inhabitant below 
Was quick to learn and wise to know, 
And keenly felt the friendly glow 

And softer flame; 
But thoughtless follies laid him lo\\>, 

And stain' d his name." 

William Cowper, in 1780, gave forth an 
utterance proving that he had clear percep
tions of evil, and thoroughly understood the 
nature of the liquor traffic, and also the terrible 
responsibility of the government who, for the 
sake of revenue, licensed and maintained so 
great an iniquity. He says: 

"Pass where we may, through city or through town, 
Village or hamlet of this merry land, 
Though lean and beggar'd, every twentieth pace 
Conducts the unguarded nose to such a whiff 
Of stale debauch forth issuing from THE STYES 
THAT LA. w HAS LICENSED, as makes Temperance 

reel. 
There sit involved and lost in curling clouds 
Of Indian fume, and guzzling deep, the boor, 
The lackey, and the groom. The craftsman there 
Takes a Lethean leave of all his toil; 
Smith, cobbler, joiner, he that plies the shears, 
And he that kneads the dough; all loud alike, 
All learned and all drunk! The fiddle screams 
Plaintive and piteous, as it wept and wailed 
Its wasted tones and harmony unheard. 

Dire is the frequent curse, and its twin sound 
The cheek distending oath. 

'Tis here they learn 
The road that leads from competence and peace 
To indigence and rapine; till at last 
Society, grown weary of the load, 
Shakes her encumbered lap, and casts them out. 
But censure profits little; vain the attempt 
To advertise in verse A PUBLIC PEST, 
That like the filth with which the peasant feeds 
His hungry acres, stinks, and is of use. 
Th' exci e is fattened with the rich result V 
Of all this riot; and ten thousand casks, 
For ever dribblin~ out their base contents, 
Touched by the Midas finger of the State, 
Bleed gold, for ministers to sport away. 
Drink and be mad, then; 'tis your country bids! 
Gloriously drunk-obey the important call! 
Her cause demands the assistance of your throats; 
Ye all can swallow, and she asks no more." 

- Cowper's Task, book iv. 

That a temperance pledge was not altogether 
unknown in England in the early part of the 
seventeenth century is evident. The following 
total abstinence pledge was found written on 
the l>lank leaf of an old Bible in the hand
writing of the Rev. R. Bolton, B.D., bearing 
date, Broughton, near Northampton, pril 
lOth, 1637 :-

"From this day forward, to the end of my 
life, I will never pledge any health, nor drink 
a carouse, in a glass, cup, bowl, or other drink
ing in ~truruent whatsoever, wheresoever it be, 
from whomsoever it come, except the necessity 
of nature do require it. Not my own most 
gracious king, nor any the greatest monarch 
or tyrant on earth, not my dearest friend, 
nor aLl the gold in the world shall ever enforce 
me or allure me, not an angel from heaven 
(who I know will not attempt it) should ever 
persuade me, not Satan with all his old subtle
ties, nor all the powers of hell itself shall ever 
betray me. By this very sin (for sin it is, and 
not a little one) I do plainly find that I have 
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more offended, and more dishonoured, my 
great and glorious Maker, and most merciful 
Saviour, than by all the other sins tha,t I am 
subject unto; and for this very sin I know it 
is that my God bath often been strange unto 
me. And for that cause and no other respect 
have I thus vowed, and I heartily beg my 
good Father in heaven of His goodness and 
infinite mercy in Jesus Christ to assist me in 
the same, and to be favourable unto me for 
wha.t is past. Amen. 

"Signed R. Bolton." 

Brook:e's Lives of the PU7·itans, vol. ii. p. 390. 

Another pledge of this nature was found 
in an old Wesleyan Methodist hymn-book, 
which, in 1869, came into the possession of 
Mr. Robert Garnett, junr. (now Robert Gar-
1tett, J.P.), of Penketh and Warrington, who 
sent a copy to the editors of the Methodist 
Temperance Magazine, who, in giving it a 
place i11 the Jnne number for 1869 (p. 119), 
say:-

"We have great pleasure in giving publicity 
to these interestiug documents, which will 
explain themselves." 

Copy. 
"June 10, 1761. 

"Lord! this day I would renew my covenant, 
that through Thy Divine aid, I purpose and 
resolve, through Thy strength, and would 
exert all the powers Thou hast given me, 
never to drink strong liquors during my 
natural life; and take Thou my God to 
witness this as solemuly transacted in Thy 
sight, and signed by my hand. 

J OIIN WATSON." 

"LorLl ! I have the greatest reason for 
gratitude and thankfulness to Thee for en
abling me so far to keep the covenant which 
I made with Thee; and I am thankful to 
Thee for Thy miraculous and restraining 
grace; and this being the lOth June, 1763, 
would I renew the same covenant, and beg 
Thy Divine assistance to help me in the per
formance of the same, and as far as Thou 
givest me I intend to execnte the same; all 
which I promise through the supplies of Thy 
grace, and signed my hand. 

JOHN WATSON." 

The fact that these pledges were found in 
a Methodist hymn-book, lead us to infer that 
the writer was familiar with the principles 

laid down in the "Rules of the People called 
Methodists," which were issued, May lst, 
1743, or eighteen years previous to the date 
of the first pledge. These rules, presented 
to each person received as a member of the 
society, prohibited "drunkenness; buying or 
selling spirituous liquors; or drinking them, 
unless in cases of extreme necessity;" and all 
who desired to become members of the society 
were expected to comply with these rules. 

Before the rules were actually in print., 
the brothers John and Charles Wesley had 
adopted and enforced them, that is between 
the date of the formation of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society-1739-and the date of 
the issue of the rules. In Mr. Wesley's 
Journal, March 12th, 1743, is recorded the 
fact, that amongst the persons expelled from 
the society at N ewca tle-npon-Tyne for nu
merous breaches of the rules were: seven
teen for drunkeuness, and two for retailing 
spirituous liquors. Mr. Wesley's works, the 
Joumal, the Large Jfinutes, his F~fty-three 
Sermons, and his Notes on the New Testa
ment, contain ample proof that he was very 
pronounced in his opinions on this subject. 
His sermon on" The Use of Money," contains 
some of the most emphatic utterances ever 
delivered u1 on the evils of drinking, and the 
guilt of those who traffic in drink, "iu the 
common way," as he himself puts it. Al
though the rnle upon this ubject was nev r 
repealed, but up to tbe present stands among 
the rules printed in every class-book, and a, 

full copy is supposed to be given to every 
person admitted into the society on trial, the 
cl:tu es relating to drinking and selling intoxi
cating liquors were altogether ignored, and 
the rule itself was practically a dead letter, 
except in some parts of America. and Sweden, 
where for a time it was rigorously enforced. 

In a pamphet (published in 1880) entitled 
7.'lie Birthdays of the Temperance and Total 
Abstinence 11/ovements in Scotland, Mr. James 
Macnair, of Glasgow, affirms that there 
were certain temperance societies in Scotland 
previous to the formation of modern tem
perance societies. He tells us that in 1759 
or 1760 an association was formed at Lead
hills by a number of the inhabitants who had 
seen the effect produced by the closing of the 
distilleries during a time of famine occasioned 
by bad harvests, &c. On an intimation being 
made that the distilleries were to be reopened, 
a meeting was held and the following resolu-
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tions were passed:-" We, the inhabitants of 
the town of Leadhills, having taken to our 
most serious consideration the former direful 
effects of the malt distilleries, and being justly 
apprehen ive of the like fatal con equences in 
time coming, as we hear that these devouring 
machines are again to be let loose, unanimously 
come to the following resolutions:-

" lst, That the malt distilleries have been 
the principal cause of the immoderate use of 
spirituous liquors, which have been found by 
experience highly detrimental, not only to the 
health but also to the morals of mankind, 
especially to the labouring part thereof, being 
productive of all kinds of debaucheries, drun
kenness, indolence, and, in fine, the very enemy 
of social happiness. 

"2dly, They have, ever since they came to 
any height, been a principal cause of the.famine, 
while such immense quantities of the best 
food, designed by the bountiful band of 
Providence for the subsistence of his creatures, 
have been, by them, converted into a stupefy
ing kind of poison calculated for the sure, 
though slov;, destruction of tlte human race; 
and, therefore, 

"3dly, We are firmly resolved, in order to 
prevent their baneful influence, to discourage 
to the utmost of our power, by all public 
methods, that pernicious practice, being deter
mined to drink no spirits so distilled, neither 
frequent, nor drink any liquor in, auy tavern 
or ale-ho use that, we know, sells or retails the 
same. And as we have no other mea11s to 
combat these enemies of plenty, we have 
chosen this public way of intimati11g our 
sentiments to the world, craving the concur
rence of all our brethren in like circumstances 
in town or country-tradesmen, mechanics, 
and labouri11g people of all denominations-to 
join us in this laudable association. Need 
we urge any arguments, 0 countrymen, to 
prevail with you? Can we suppose you have 
already forgot the late dismal effects of the e 
distilleries? Are not the deplorable circum
stances to which many of you were of late 
reduced yet recent in your minds; or, though 
some of your circumstances may perhaps have 
been such as have screened you from feeling 
them so sensibly as others, yet do you not 
remember the pinching condition of the poor, 
expressed in the most moving manner by 
their pitiful complaints, their meagre looks, 
and dejected countenances, while ready on 
the too of every street to fall a prey to the 

devouring jaws of famine--we say, can yon 
remember these and not behold with indigna
tion the mouths of these voracious vultures 
again opened? Let us then entreat you, 
by all that is dear to you, both as men and 
Christians-nay, permit us to crave it of you 
as a debt you owe to your country, your
selves, and especially the poor, to bestir your
selves by all rational ways in favour of such 
valuable interests-as you would not put a 
sword in your enemy's hands to sheathe it in 
your bowels. May you not with propriety 
say, when presented with a glass of the liquor, 
as the royal prophet in another, though in 
some respects similar case, said : 'Be it far 
from me. Is it not the blood of these men?"' 
(Macnair's Birthdays of Temp. 1880, pp. 6, 7). 

These resolutions, and the accompanying 
appeal, appeared in the Edinbw·gh .Af agazine 
for .April, 1760, and the resolutions are quoted 
in Lees' U. K. A. Prize Essay (1857, pp. 80, 81). 

Mr. Macnair adds that in 1805 the Re
formed Presbyterian Church of Scotland 
"lifted its testimony against drunkennes;-;, 
making tippling one of the causes for fast
ing and humiliation, warning its people to 
avoid all places likely to lead into a state of 
intoxication; calling ale-house 'hell-house ; ' 
and," says he, "it is questionable if, at tl1is 
date, there were a single publican in con
nection with this body." 

From particulars given in the New British 
and Foreign- Temperance Society's J ournal 
for December 24th, 1841, it appears there was 
an active Christian Total Abstinence Society 
in Manchester as early as the year 1810 known 
as the Bible Christians, or Cowherdites, after 
their minister the Rev. William Cowherd, 
who died in 1816. The Journal says :-

" So far back as the year 1810 the members 
of this church were pledged to abstain, as is 
proved by the church register, in which are 
entered the name, age, and residence of the 
members, and the time of leaving off intoxi
cating liquors. Three extracts from this 
register are before us of the dates respectively 
of June and July, 1810, and September, 1814, 
in which the above circumstances are carefully 
noted. The persons entered at the above 
dates, and many other , are still living in good 
health, and have remained faithful to their 
pledge. Members who broke their pledge 
were suspended from membership, and not 
readmitted till they had been tried three 
months." 
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Mr. Cowherd "publicly preached against 
all intoxicating drinks, and considered none as 
members of bis church except they pledged 
themselves to abstain entirely from them." 
His successor, Mr. Scholefield, both taught 
and acted on this principle while he was pas
tor of Christ's Church, Ancoats, Manchester, 
where the Bible Christians met. In 1809 the 
conference of this borly resolved that non
alcobolic wine alone should be used in the 
Lord's Supper, and at the end of their hymn
book directions were given for observing the 
Eucharist. 

In a later chapter particulars will be given 
of the Skibbereen (Ireland)Abstinence Society, 
founded about the year 1817 by Mr. Jeffry 
Sedwards, a reformed drunken nailer, and 
some of bis associates, which in course of time 
became a large and prosperous organization, 

with a meeting-place of its own, erected by 
the members in an incredible space of time. 

In 1818 there were two societies at Carts
dyke, in the east part of Greenock, which 
were a sort of temperance society. One was 
known as the" R egular Society," whose object 
was to prevent drunkenness and promote 
sobriety by using intoxicating liquors, both 
distilled and fermented, in moderation. The 
other was called the "Moderation Society," 
its basis being abstinence from ardent spirits 
(1\facnair's Birtl1days of Temperance, &c. ). 

Although these illustrations prove to a de
monstration, that in districts wide apart, and 
in all ages, the principles of temperance have 
been enforced and practised, none of these 
efforts had any direct bearing upon or were 
in connection with the movement known as 
the Temperance Reformation of modern times. 
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.. What is known as the Temperance Reforma
tion of modern times originated in America. 
Men whose hearts had been touched for their 
~mffering brethren, in a spirit of Christian 
philanthropy united to make war against the 
influence and power of strong drink. In 
orgauization they found a means whereby the 
salvation of many was ensured. Some Ameri
can writers say that the history of the tem
perance reformation in that country dates 
from 1651, when the people of East Hampton, 
Long Island, passed an order at a town's 
meeting, "that no man shall ·ell auy liquor, 
but such as are deputed thereto by the town; 
and such men shall not let youths, and such 
as are under other men's management, remain 
drinkiug at unreasonable hours ; and such 
persons shall not liave more than half a pint 
at a time among four men" (Ame1·ican Centen
nial Volume, 1877, p. 422). 

In 1655 a stringent order was passed for
bidding any one to sell, or to send to any of 
the Indians, any intoxicating liquors. In 1676 
the uew constitution of Virginia prohibited 
the sale of wines and ardent spirits (Centennial 
Temperance Trolume, 1877, pp. 422, 423). 

Long prior to the formation of modern tem
perance societies, the principle of abstinence 
were not only indicated, approved of, and 
commended: but were warmly advocated by 

promiuent members of the medical profession 
in various parts of the British empire and in 
America. 

In 1702 Dr. Baynard wrote that ales should 
be avoided because "they were unwholesome 
and dangerous liquors." He went further 
than this, and advocated the prohibition of 
their sale thus: "Until this be remedied by 
the magistrates, and it be made criminal to 
vend uch thick and unwholesome liquors, the 
people may drink on and die on." 

According to the Federal Ilerald for July 
1:1th, 1789 (printed at Lansiugburgh, N ew 
York, U.S.A.), it appears that the first Ameri
can temperance society was established at 
Litchfield, Connecticut. It notices the fact in 
the following words:-" Upwards of 200 of 
the most respectable farmers of the county of 
Litchfield, Connecticut, have fo rmed them
selves into an associ'ation to discourage the use 
of spirituous liquors, in doing their farm work, 
the ensuing season." 

At this period Dr. Benjamin Rush of Phila
delphia, United States of America., was mak
ing investigations into this question, a.nd in 
1793 he published a work entitled .Afedical 
lnquiries into the E.ffects of Ardent Spirits 
upon the Human ]find, in which h e pointed 
out the terrible evils wrought by the imbibi
tion of ardent spirit , and observed:" I main-
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taiu with confidence that spirituous liquors do 
not lessen the effects of hard labour upon the 
body. L ook at the horse, with every muscle 
of his body swelled from morning to night in 
the plough or teem, does he make signs for 
spirits to enable him to clear the earth or 
climb the hill 1 ~ o; he requires nothing but 
clear water and substantial food. There is 
neither strength nor nourishment in spirituous 
liquors; if they produce vigour in labour, it is 
of a transient nature, and is always succeeded 
by a sense of weakness and fatigue. These 
facts are founded on observation, for I have 
repea,terlly seen those men perform the great
est exploits in work, both as to theil' degree and 
duration, who never tasted spirituous liquors." 

fofluence<l by the writings of Dr. Rush, the 
reading public of America began to study the 
que tion of temperance, aud in 1797 the 
quarterly meeting of the Methodist Episcopal 
Churches of Virginia unanimously passed the 
following resolution:-" R.esolved that we, the 
members of this conference, do pledge our 
honour, a. well as our word, as Christians, not 
only to abandon entirely the use of ardent 
. pirits ourselves, except as a medicine, but 
also to use our influence to induce others to 
do the same." The Pennsylvanian synod 
recommended that their wiuisters should 
preach against the sin of intemperance and 
the causes tending to it, and in 1805 a sermon 
entitled "The Fatal Effects of Ardent Spirits," 
was preached by Ebenezer Porter, Pastor of 
the First C/1urcli in Tf ashington, Connecticut, 
and this was reprinted by T. C. Strong in 
1812. In 1811 "The Substance of Two Dis
courses on In temperance," delivered at Na tick, 
Massachnsetts, by the Rev. Stephen Badger, 
was published at Boston in a pamphlet of 
twenty-four pages. 

In the year 1805 an association was formed 
at Allentown, in the State of New Jersey, 
U.S.A ., which was entitled "The Sober 
Society," but the exact nature of its bond of 
membership is not known . 

In the same year an association of paper 
man ufactures in Philadelphia was established, 
the objects contemplated being "the improve
ment of their art," and the amelioration of 
the condition of" worthy unfortunate journey
men " and their families, and its members 
resolved unanimously to put forth every 
possible effort to "restrain and prohibit the 
nse of ardent spirits in their respective mills" 
(Centennial Temp. Vol. p. 426). 

VOL.J. 

In the year 1808 an esteemed physician, 
DR. J . B. CLARK, of Moreau, Saratoga 
county, N. Y., becoming ala1·med at the 
frightful ravages of intemperance, gave the 
subject bis earnest consideration, and iu the 
course of a conversatiou with the Rev. Lebbeus 
Armstrong, pastor of the Congregational 
church of that town, exclaimed : "We shall 
become a nation of drunkards unless some
thing be done to arrest the progress of intem
perance;" and he proposed that efforts be 
made to form a temperance society. Mr. 
Armstrong approved of the idea, and con
vened a meeting, which was held in his school
room on the 30th of April, 1808, the result 
being the formation of a temperance society 
on the principle of abstinence from ardent 
spirits. This was denominated "The U ni011 
Temperate Society of Moreau and Northum
berland." The inaugural meetiug was held 
on the 25th of August, 1808, when Mr. 
Armstroug delivered a special and appropriate 
address. 

The fundamental principles of the society 
were contained in article 4 of the constitution . 

"Section 1. No member shall drink rum, 
gin, whisky, wine, or any distilled spirits, or 
compositions of the same, except by ad vice of 
a physician, or in case of actual disease (al::;o 
excepting when at public dinners), under the 
penalty of twenty-five cents-provided that 
this article shall not infringe on any religious 
rite. 

"Section 2. No member shall be intoxicated, 
under a penalty of fifty cents. 

"Section 3. No member shall offer any of 
the above liquors to any person to drink thereof, 
under the penalty of twenty-five cents for 
each offence." The meetings of the society 
were held quarterly, and it continued to exist 
for about fourteen years. 

The REV. LEBBEUS ARMS'rRONG was bom 
November 23d, 1775, in the state of New 
York, and at this period was an active, 
earnest minister of the gospel, anxious to save 
his brethren from the thraldom of intemper
ance. Mr. Armstroug evinced a lively interest 
in all the subsequent stages of the temperance 
reformation. In 1853 he published a collection 
of his historical notes, sermons, &c., under the 
the title of Tile Ternperance Reformation : its 
History from the Organization of the First Tem
perance Society to the Adoption of the L iquor 
Law of illaine, 1851, in which be assumes that 
the Temperate Society of Moreau and North-

!-l 
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umberland (of which he was one of the foun
ders) was the first modern temperance society 
established. In the absence of facts to the 
contrary, this statement was repeated by Mr. 
P eter Burne in his Teetotaller's Cornpanion, 
and by numerous other writers, who were in 
ignorance of the existence of societies prior to 
th is. It is evident that Mr. Armstrong was 
unaware of the Litchfield, Allentown, and 
Philadelphia Societies, and, therefore, claimed 
the honour of being one of the founders of 
what he believed to be the first temperance 
society. Mr. Armstrong died in 1860. 

On the 19th of April, 1809, a society on the 
principle of total abstinence from spirits was 
organized in Greenfield, Saratoga county, 
N.Y., but beyond the fact of its existence we 
have no authentic information (Centennial 
Volume, page 427). 

In 1811 an almost simultaneous movement 
in this direction was made both at Phila
delphia, Pa., and at Litchfield, Connecticut. 
Dr. Benjamin Ru h appeared before the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
then in session in Philadelphia, and "urged 
the necessity of inaugurating some scheme 
that should arouse the public mind to the 
dangers that threaten the church and the 
nation from intemperance." A committee 
was appointed with instructions "to devise 
measures which, when sanctioned by the 
Geueral s embly, may have an influence 
in preventing ome of the numerous and 
threatening mischiefs which are experienced 
thronghout our country," &c. 

In the following year (1812) the General 
Assembly adopted the committee's report, 
which urged upon all the ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
"to deliver public discourses on the sin and 
mischief of intemperate drinking." 

In 1811 the General Association of the 
Congregational Church, meeting at Litchfield, 
Connecticut, appointed a committee on the 
subject of temperance, and as they could not 
suggest or propose a remedy, although they 
bad ascertained that the evil was tremendous 
and was steadily increasing, the Rev. Lyman 
Beecher, who had just settled at Litchfield, 
moved that the committee be discharged, and 
a new one appointed to consider without delay 
a remedy for intemperance. Mr. Beecher 
was appointed chairman of this second com
mittee, and it reported resolutions recom
mending entire abstinence on the pa1·t of 

individuals and families from all spirituou~ 
liquors. The report was adopted, and fron1 
that time Dr. Beecher became an active 
temperance reformer, and showed his earnest
ness by training his own children in the pri n -
ciples of abstinence. 

LYMAN BEECHER was born at New Haven, 
Connecticut, October 12th, 1775. His father, 
David Beecher, was a blacksmith, whose strong 
positive character and many eccentricities gave 
him a celebrity throughout all the surrounding 
country. The house in which he lived was 
still standing in 1880-a memorial of tbe 
colonial days; and in or about the year 1874 
the old man, accompanied by his son, Henry 
Ward Beecher of Brooklyn, paid a visit to 
the homestead, drinking each other's health 
from the ancient well, which the roof covered, 
and which had been dug at the first settlement 
of New Haven. 

The doctor took pride in pointing out the 
spot where bis father's anvil stood, in the 
summer time, under the famous tree which 
formed a roof to the first congregation of set
tlers gathered to hear their minister's first 
sermon in that solitude. The eccentric black
smith, the grandfather of "the Beechers," had 
five wives, of whom the fourth, the mother of 
Lyman, died a few days after his birth. He was 

. such a pigmy for size that he was often set into 
a silver tankard-an indignity for which he 
afterwards took a brave revenge on all win e
cups. He was sent to college by his uncle, 
Lot Benton, the original of Mrs. Stowe' 
"Uncle Tom" in the .Afayflower. 

During his college career he earned no dis
tinction by scholarly acquirements, but was 
early noticed as remarkably vigorous. In 
1810 he settled as minister at Litchfield, then 
the intellectual centre of Connecticut, the seat 
of the famous law school in which so many of 
the statesmen of the last generation were 
trained. The sixteen years of this charge he 
truly called "the most laborious of his life." 
Here he set himself with a few well-known 
co-workers to the gigantic task of creating 
the great missionary and benevolent societie::i 
which now hold their May anniversaries in 
New York, and here also he gave earnest 
attention to the subject of t emperance. 

While living in Litchfield, fr. Beecher 
spent a Sabbath in Hartford. He was accus
tomed to dress with great simplicity, and was 
very diffident in conversation, so that it was 
no easy matter to judge of his ability or power 
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as a preacher without hearing him in the 
pulpit. 

The Rev. Dr. Strong was then settbd over 
the Congregational church in that city, and 
professional usage required that he should 
entertain the young clergyman at his house, 
and invite him to preach. He looked dis
trustingly upon the young country pastor, 
and lamented the terrible necessity; but there 
was no alternative but in the violation of 
courtesy. The morning and afternoon ser
vices passed without Mr. Beecher taking any 
part in them; in the eveniug Dr. Strong coldly 
intimated that if he chose to do so, he might 
preach, and was shocked by his instant acqui
escence. "A man who will accept an invita
tion tendered in such a way as this," thought 
the doctor, "cannot preach a sermon fit for 
my congregation to hear!" He was mistaken. 
Mr. Beecher had hardly less pride than genius, 
and he keen] y felt the conduct of the great man. 
The evening came on; the church was bril
liantly lighted, and thronged with the beauty, 
fashion, and intelligence of that home of cul
ture and learning. Dr. Strong had offered 
the opening prayer, and was sitting in stern 
ill-humour, while the choir was singing the 
hymn to precede the sermon. Mr. Beecher 
became restless, and his face was flushed with 
a sudden excitement. He turned to the doc
tor and inquired in a low, hurried voice if the 
ermon could be for a few minutes deferred 

- he had left his manuscript in his chamber. 
"No," said the doctor with sharpness, and 
grasped the Bible to select a text for himself, 
glad that an accident was to relieve him and 
his congregation from what he dreaded would 
be a mortifying infliction. He was too fast; 
his young brother had been stung to the heart 
by his manner, and catching at the words of 
the last line of the hymn, sprang to the desk, 
and before Dr. Strong had recovered from his 
astonishment, announced his text for an ex
t emporaneous discourse. "It is the will of 
God!" thought the vexed and humbled pastor, 
and prepared himself to listen with Christian 
resignation. For a few minutes the young 
preacher spoke with a slight hesitation, as if, 
while giving his introduction, he was revolv
ing in his mind an extended argument. Soon 
his voice rang clear and loud, his sentences 
became compact and earnest, and his manner 
caught the glowing fervour of bis thought. 
All was hushed but his impassioned tones; 
the great assembly was still as death; and 

leaning forward with blended wonder and ad
miration, the pastor felt stealing over him 
from the hushed air the rebuke of his Master 
for his harsh judgment and cold treatment of 
his young brother. In after life he used to 
relate the story, and confess that he had never 
heard such eloquence as that of the homespun 
young Mr. Beecher (Rev. E. Barrass's Gallery 
of Distin,quished Men, pp. 4, 5). 

Dr. Beecher was often involved in contro
versy. One of bis biographers tells us that 
certain Episcopalians questioned the validity 
of his ordination. One day his uncle Lot said 
to him, "Halloo, youngster, they say you have 
no right to preach, as you have not been 
ordained." 

" Got a good scythe there, Uncle Lot ! " said 
Beecher. (His uncle was mowing.) 

"First rate!" 
"Who made it ·?" 
"Dun know; bought it over to the store." 
"And if you had another made by a black-

smith who could trace his authority for making 
scythes all the way up to St. Peter, and yet 
the scythe would not cut any more than a 
sheet of lead, which would you take to mow 
with?" 

" Go along, you rogue ! Ha, ha, ha ! " 
In or about the year 1805 a great sensation 

was produced in America by the frequency of 
a crime which had become fearfully prevalent, 
both in England and America, viz. duelling. 
Men of honour, as they were termed, received 
insults, and, forsooth, they must immediately 
issue a challenge, which, if refused by the 
offending party, he was henceforth stigmatized 
as a coward, and this of all other epithets was 
considered the most foul that could be applied 
to any man who was called a "gentleman." 
Dr. Beecher raised his voice against this mur
derous practice in a sermon which excited 
great interest. The following is taken from 
the Autobiography of Dr. Beecher:-

" There never was such a sensation produced 
in the whole country as when Aaron Burr 
fought a duel with Alexander Hamilton, and 
killed him. When I read about it in the 
paper, a feeling of indignation was roused 
within me. I kept thinking and thinking, 
and my indignation did not go to sleep. It 
kept working and working, and finally I began 
to write. No human being knew what I was 
thinking and feeling, nor had any agency in set
ting me at work. It was the duel, and myself, 
and God that produced that sermon. 
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"I worked at it, off and on, for six months, 
and when it was done, without co11sultation or 
ad vice I preached it to my own people, and 
in obscure villages on the north side of the 
island, to see how it would sound. Finally, 
I preached it before the presbytery at Aque
bogue, April 16th, 1806. The brethren all 
stared, that I should venture on such a sub
ject in such a place, but they eulogized the 
discussion, and thought it should be printed. 
So I fell to work fitting it for the press. But 
after all, it came nigh not being printed, for, 
wanting some one to criticise it, and having 
no literary man in my congregation but John 
Lyon Gardiner, I sent it over to Gardiner's 
Island for him to read and criticise. A fort-
11igh t after I went over. When I went into the 
house and came up to the fire I met Mrs. 
Gardiner. Her husband was away. 

"'Have you found your sermon?' said she. 
"'Found it!' said I, thunderstruck at the 

question; 'I did not know it had been lost.' 
"'No 1' said she; 'but it is though.' And 

then she told me that her brother John had 
been over about a week ago, and they sent it 
by him; but he gave it to a neighbour to take 
over, who put it in his pea-jacket pocket. In 
the middle of the day, being warm with 
rowing, be threw off his coat, and the sermon 
fell into the water. He heard something 
splash, as he afterwards recollected, but did 
not notice it at the time. 

"So there I was. I supposed all was gone. 
I had all my rough sheets, and should have 
tried to regain it; but it was a doleful pros
pect, after working over it so long, and read
ing all the finishing off to Roxana, and Esther, 
and Mary Hubbard. So I went to Gardiner's 
Lands-he had some five hundred acres of the 
island farm, and some thirty or forty men
and engaged them to watch the beach, and 
see if anything came ashore, offering five dol
lars to the one that found it. 

"One day, a month after, I was at home 
cutting wood, when I spied a fellow rnnning 
towards me, swinging something in the air, 
and grinning so that I could see his teeth fifty 
rods off. There was my sermon, like JYioses, 
from the bulrushes. They bad wrapped it in 
paper, and wound it round with yarn so 
closely that it was dry inside. As providence 
had ordered it, a heavy storm and high tide 
bad lodged it high and dry about a hundred 
rods from our landing-place, above high-water 
mark. So I had it printed." 

It was while labouring at Litchfield that 
Mr. Beecher wrote his famous Six Sermons on 
Intemperance, suggested by the sudden down
fall of two of his most intimate friends. 
These sermons were published on both sides 
of the Atlantic, and had a very wide circula
tion. The English edition was edited by the 
Rev. William Reid, author of the T emperance 
Gyclopcedia, and was a valuable help to the 
movement in the British islands. 

In 1826, finding his salary of 800 dollars 
did not cover all the wants of his eight chil
dren, he applied for a thousand. Why this 
request was not granted is not generally 
known. But the parish allowed their brilliant 
minister, whose fame had now gone abroad 
through all New England, to strike bis tent 
at Connecticut and to set it up anew in Boston. 
The crowds which attended bis ministry were 
like those which attended the ministry of his 
son Henry in Brooklyn. His stay in Boston 
was only six years, yet his work there forms 
part of the public history of the city. Those 
six years were unquestionably the most con
spicuous of his life. During four of them a 
continuous religious awakening was main
tained in his church, and this work was mucli 
enhanced by the success of the t emperance 
reformation, of which the great preacher was 
so ardent and persistent an advocate. 

Dr. Beecher was remarkably fond of a joke, 
as the following incidents will show :-

In order to promote his health he was 
accustomed while in Boston to saw wood for 
his family, and would even beg the privilege 
of sawing wood for a neighbour when his own 
pile was reduced. He was fastidious in the 
care of his wood saw, having it always on 
hand in his study, half concealed among 
minutes of councils, incomplete magazine 
articles, and sermon , and the setting of his 
saw was often accomplished while he settled 
nice points of theology with his boys, or took 
counsel with his brother ministers. 

Looking out of his study window one day 
be saw a large pile of wood belonging to old 
W. in the street. Forth with be seized his 
saw, and soon the old sawyer of the street 
beheld a man, without cravat and in shirt 
sleeves, issuing from Dr. Beecher's house, who 
came briskly up and asked if be wanted a 
hand at his pile, and immediately fell to work 
with a. right good-will, and soon proved to his 
brother sawyer that he was no mean hand at 
the craft. 
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It must be premised that W. was a rough, 
shrewd, strong man, who belollgecl to a rival 
sect, and was violently prejudiced against Dr. 
Beecher on account of total abstinence. 

Nodding his head significautly at the oppo-
ite house W. sa.id, "You live there?" 

" Yes." 
"Work for the old man?" 
"Yes." 
"What sort of an old fellow is he?" 
"Oh ! pretty much like the rest of us. 

Good man enough to work for." 
"Tough old chap, ain't he'?'' 
"Guess so, to them that try to chaw him 

up." 
So the conversation went on till the wood 

went so fast with the new-comer that W. 
exclaimed: 

"First-rate saw that of youru." 
This touched the doctor in a tender point. 

He had set that saw as carefully as the 
articles of his creed-every tooth was criti
cally adjusted, and so he gave a smile of 
triumph. 

"I say," said W., "where can I get a saw 
like that?" 

"I don't know, unless you buy mine." 
"Will you trade? What do you ask?" 
"I don't know; I'll think about it. Call at 

the house to-morrow and I'll tell you." 
The next day the old man knocked, and 

met the doctor at the door, fresh from the 
hands of his wife, with his coat brushed and 
cravR.t tied, going out to pastoral duty. 

W. gave a start of surprise. "Oh!" said 
the doctor, "you are the man that wanted to 
buy my saw. Well, you shall have it for 
uothing-only let me have some more of your 
wood to saw when you work on my street." 

"Be hanged," said old W., when he used 
afterwards to tell the story, "if I didn't want 
to crawl into an auger hole when I found it 
was okl Beech er himself I had been so crank 
with the day before." 

It need scarcely be said that from that time 
W. was one of the doctor's stoutest and most 
enthusiastic supporters. Not a word would 
he hear said against him. He affirmed that 
"old Beech er is a right glorious old fellow, 
and the only man in these parts that can saw 
wood faster than I can." 

Travelling by stage-coach one dark night 
in Kentucky the coach upset, and all were 
thrown iuto the mud. With his usual zeal 
the doctor was gathering up the scattered 

luggage, when Dr. Brainard, having the ad
vantage of a stout pair of boots, said: "Doctor, 
let me do that; you've got shoes on." "No, 
I hain't," was the quick reply, "lost 'em off 
long ago." 

Another dark night, near Cincinnati, he 
was thrown down a precipice of nearly forty 
feet, with his wife and daughter, horse and 
chaise, without serious injury. Hearing some 
teamsters passing on the road above, he called 
to them for help. They, peering over into the 
darkness, inquired: "How shall we get down 
there?" "Easy enough, come as I did." 

In 1832 the great preacher bade an eloquent 
farewell to the multitudes who flocked around 
him at Boston, and actuated by a conscientious 
duty towards the Great West, removed to 
Cincinnati, to take the presidency of Lane 
Theological Seminary, and the pulpit of the 
second Presbyterian Church. Here the man 
who, in Boston, had brought accusations of 
"heresy" against others, was himself triecl as 
a heretic. Dr. Wilson, pastor of the first 
Presbyterian Church, tabled charges of false 
doctrine against him. The case was carried 
from presbytery to synod, and the accused 
was so thoroughly acquitte 1, and his triumph 
so signal, that all his friends were even glad 
he had been charged and tried. 

Dr. Beecher was three times married, and 
was the father of thirteen children. Of his 
first wife, Roxana Foote, the doctor used to 
remark: "She was the only person I ever met 
whom I felt to be fully my equal in an argu
ment." As an orator he was the most pecu
liar, brilliant, and effective of hi day. He 
reasoned, however, rather in the style of an 
advocate aiming at a point than of a judge 
or a statesman aiming to cover a field. He 
spoke and wrote always for some immediate 
purpose. The late Rev. Albert Barnes, the 
commentator, said that no orator he ever 
heard equalled Lyman Beecher in his flights. 
The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher once said 
(perhaps rather jocosely) that "all the thir
teen children together were not equal to their 
father." In counterpart to this the old doctor, 
one Sunday evening, after listening rapt and 
spellbound to bis son's sermon, turning round 
to watch the great congregation retire, stroked 
his long white hair, and, as if reflecting with 
a pardonable pride '!Pon the great influence 
of Plymouth Church, exclaimed: "Well, this 
is the greatest thing in America!" 

Dr. Lyman Beecher was an author of no 
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mean celebrity. In 1822 his works were pub
lished at Boston in three 12mo volumes, and 
these were followed by numerous others. 
When engaged in corn position his manner 
was peculiar. His social nature was so active 
that as soon as he had written a sentence 
which pleased him be had an irrepressible 
J.esire to read it to somebody. Many a time 
he rushed into the dining-room where Aunt 
Esther-his wife-was washing dishes: "Here, 
Esther, hear this." Aunt Esther, with mar
tyr-like patience, would stand with a towel 
in one hand and an unwiped plate in the 
other (for he must have her undivided atten
tion), till he bad read his paragraph and 
trotted back to his study again. It some
times seemed as though he would never get 
a sentence done. He would write, rewrite, 
erase, and interline, tear up and begin anew, 
scratch out and scribble in, almost endlessly. 
In the latter part of his life this habit became 
morbid, and actually shut him out from the 
possibility of publishing his own writings. 
He was the torment of printers, both by the 
delay of his manuscript and by the condition 
in which they found it when they got it. 
One of his daughters said there were three 
negative rules by which she could always read 
her father's writings, to wit, lst, If there is a 
letter crossed it is not a t. 2c1, If there is a 
letter dotted it is not an i. 3c.l, If there be 
a capital letter, it is not at the beginning of a 
word. 

Once wheu he lived two miles from the 
city, after the printers had been on the tenter
hooks forty-eight hours for their copy, he 
hastily finished his MS. in his study, crushed 
it into the crown of the hat that lay nearest 
to him, clapped another hat on his head, drove 
to the city, rushed up to the printing-office, 
and snatched off his hat, "Here's your copy
h'm- h'm-h'm,-well, if it isn't here it is 
somewhere else." The copy was still in the 
hat which he had left at home. 

In 1846 Dr Beecher attended the "World's 
Temperance Convention" in London, and de
livered an interesting address on the subject. 

One writer tells us that the great idea of 
Dr. Beecher's life was the promotion of re
vivals of religion, and that" during the time 
he held the pastoral relation, he was frequ ently 
favoured with gracious visitations of the 
Holy Spirit, and witnessed several blessed 
revivals." 

When on his dying bed, a ministerial 

brother said to him: "Doctor, yon know a 
great deal, tell us what is the greatest of all 
things?" He replied: "It is not theology; 
it is not controversy; it is to save souls." 

Iu a sermon at Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, 
on Sunday morning, January llth, 1863, the 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, in a few unpre
meditated words, much broken in their utter
ance, and moving the whole congregation to 
tears, briefly announced his father's death, 
and paid a tribute to his memory. " After a 
life of eighty-seven years my dear and vener
able father entered last night at five o'clock 
into his rest. He bas lived far beyond the 
average life of man, and lived the whole of 
his life as simply virtuous, as nobly Christian, 
as heroically active as any man, I tl1iuk, of 
whom we have any account in hi::;tory. For 
a year and a half his mind has been greatly 
impaired, and at times completely obscured. 
As men prepared for a voyage pack up their 
things, and, being detained, dwell in unfur
nished apartments desolate, so he sat, hiR 
rarest and noblest faculties sealed up. It 
was, therefore, a contrast all the brighter and 
sweeter when these faculties, unused for so 
long a time, opened again in the transcernl
ent glory of the heavenly state. His future 
life is in heaven; his earthly life is in the 
churches." 

This sketch of the life of one of the em·liest, 
truest, au<l most cousi tent Alllerican pioneer 
of temperance, who early adopted the more 
advanced principle of total ab. tinence, will 
give the reader an idea of the kind of men 
who were the founders of the movement. 

In 1812 the Consociationof Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, resolved to begin the reform 
within their own body; and besides exclud
ing all spirituous liquors from their meetings, 
published an appeal to the public against the 
drinking usages of society, one parngraph of 
which is very r emarkable, inasmuch ru it is 
one of the earliest distinct utterances in fa
vour of total abstinence from all intoxicants. 
It says : "The remedy we would suggest, par
ticularly to those whose appetite for drink is 
strong and iucreasing, is a total abstinence 
from the use of all intox-icating liquors. This 
may be deemed a harsh remedy, but the ua
ture of the disease absolutely requires it." 

Th e Rev. Heman Humphrey, afterwards 
president of Amherst College, is supposed to 
have beeu the author of this appeal. (Rev. 
Dr. Dunn's History of Temp.) 
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The Massachusetts Society for the Suppres
sion of Intemperance was founded February 
12th, 1813, in the hall of the Union Bank, 
Boston, the Hon. Samuel Dexter being presi
dent. Rev. Dr. Marsh in his .Autobiography 
says: "The society did little beyond observ
ing its anniversary, the preaching of a sermon, 
after which preacher and hearers would re
pair to tables richly laden with wine, and was 
therefore without efficacy in rooting out the 
evil." Still au effort was made to check the 
evil, and some of the sermons contained very 
emphatic utterances, one preacher asking: 
"May not a stop be put to the distillation of 
ardent spirits from the necessaries of life? " 
In 1823 the Massachusetts society issued an 
appeal from the pen of Henry Ware, Esq., of 
Boston, which was very powerful, and con
tained the following striking passage:-" Two 
things only appear certain, - Firnt, that a 
principal object must be to draw the public 
attention frequently and earnestly to the 
subject. In the second place it seems at the 
same time equally clear that there is no man 
nor body of men who can strike at the root of 
the evil but the legislature of the nation. Ex
hortation, tracts, preaching, and personal in
fluence will effect but a partial and impercep
tible remedy, while it remains so easy and 
cheap a matter to indulge this pernicious 
habit. It is the facility of obtaining spirits; 
it is the suff ring, the temptation to lie in the 
path and at the door, and to be brought to 
the very lips of every man wherever he goes 
and whatever he does, which is the real oc
casion of the extensive ruin. We may strike 
down a few of the leaves, and lop off here and 
there a little branch, but shall be unable to 
fell the trunk or destroy the vigour of the 
root. We may, perchance, draw away a few 
of those who have been fascinated beneath its 
shadow, and deter a few more from approach
i11g within its deleterious influence ; but the 
tree itself we shall still behold, lifting abroad 
its deadly limbs and flinging around its 
poisonous atmosphere, infecting and blasting 
the whole moral vegetation which its breath 
may reach." 

Amongst those who were earnest in their 
desire to combat the evil none were more 
vigorous and powerful t.han the REV. JusTrn 
EDWARDS, who as pastor of a church at And
over in 1815, preached a powerful temperance 
sermon, and two others in 1822, and in 1823 
contributed a paper, which was productive of 

great good, on the evils of using intoxicating 
liquors at funerals . In 1825 Dr. Edwards 
wrote and published a tract, 11he Well-con
ducted Farm, which was largely circulated. 
It was a description of the farm of Mr. S. V. S. 
Wilder, of Boston, conducted on strict tem
perance principles. Mr. Edwards died July 
23d, 1853, aged sixty-six. 

In the ame year (1825) the R ev. Eliphalet 
Nott, president of Union College, Schenectady, 
published a volume of sermons on the Evils 
of Intemperance, which greatly tended to 
deepen the interest that had been created. 

ELIPHALET NOTT was born in Ashford, 
Conuecticu t, in June, 1 773. Although he 
had not the ad vantage of a systematic colle
giate training, he became an ardent student 
of divinity when young, and at the age of 
twenty-one acted as missionary in the central 
part of the State of New York. Re accepted 
an invitation to become rniDister of the Presby
terian Church of Cherry Vale, and spent nearly 
three years amongst that people. His next 
call was to Albany, where he soon became an at
tractive preacher. On the death of Alexander 
Hamilton in 1804 Dr. Nott publi hed a.funeral 
oration, which spread his fame as an eloquent 
preacher. In that same year he was elected 
president of Union College, Schenectady, which 
office he held for over sixty years, viz. to the 
time of his decease. Under his fostering care 
the in titu tion rose from poverty to wealth 
and importance, and during the period of his 
presidency nearly 4000 students graduated in 
it, including some who rose to the highest 
rank both in literature, politics, and divinity. 
The Hon. W. Seward was one of his pupils, 
and iu the English edition of Dr. Nott's 
lectures published a warm and just eulogy 
upon his tutor's character and talents. Dis
tinguished as was Dr. Nott for his religious 
earnestness, for his practical sagacity as an 
educato1·, for his general learning, for his 
chaste and fervid oratory, he was also noted 
for his practical skill as an inventor and 
mechanist. He invented the stove called 
"The Novelty," for the making of which a 
factory was set up in New York, which 
gl'adnally extended into "The Novelty Works" 
of that city, so long conducted by the late 
Mr. Stillman. Dr. Nott had obtained no less 
than thirty patents for various mechanical 
improvements or inventions. Re was one of 
the earlie t of the temperance men in America, 
11 nd one of the most powerful, exerting both 
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voice aud pen in advocacy of the principles. 
In 1 39 he delivered those now far-famed 
"Ten Lectures on Bible Temperanee," an 
edition of which was published in England 
by Dr. F. R. Lees, containing Dr. Sewall's 
coloured plates of the stomach, &c., and in 
1865-66 a cheap edition, which had an ex
tensive circulation. In the trials which the 
temperance movement had to sustain from 
1839 to 184 Dr. Nott nobly supported his 
friend Mr. E. C. Delavan in the position 
which was taken, and the very name of Dr. 
Nott became a tower of strength. "His 
natural abilities were at once great and varied, 
bis religion was simple aud earne t, his tact 
and skill in the management of men were 
remarkable; while his fidelity to friends, bis 
principles, and his country presented an idea 
for imitation rarely excelled." 

The poem entitled "The Maniac through 
Rum" (ascribed to Dr. Nott) is worthy of his 
genius, and presents a series of scenes truth
fully expressive of the fearful effects of the 
indulgence in intoxicating liquors, and is a 
Jee ply solemn a.nd impressive lecture of itself, 
indicative of very close intimacy with the hap
less victim of that most fearful of all mental 
scourges-delirimn tremens. 

The following is the Hon. W. Seward's 
estimate of his" tutor and friend:"-Dr. Nott 
bas lived nearly a centnry. The period of bis 
life comprises the whole of our national his
tory, and ev n his matured and publicly active 
year have been more than "three core years 
and ten." Gifted with rare versatility of talent 
and industry of habit, he has impressed him
self upon the country and the a.ge in many 
way., as deeply as other men only aspire to 
impress themselves in one. Were any his
torian of our times to catalogue the names of 
the eminent divines of our country, perhaps 
the first name that would occur to him would 
be that of Dr. Nott. Were he to go on and 
add those of its noted instructors of youth, 
again the name of Dr. Nott would first suggest 
itself. Were he then to add those of its 
Biblical expositors, the same name would 
again present itself among the foremost. 
Were he to continue with those of its philo
sophers and reformers, still the same honoured 
name would recur with like pre-eminence. 
The pulpit has long counted him as one of its 
most impressive orators. Union College, over 
which he so long presi<led, owes to his organi
za.tion and management its high prosperity. 

Thousands who were once his pupils, and are 
now scattered throughout the Union and the 
world, useful and prominent in every walk of 
public aud professional life, look back to him 
with almost filial affection, and are uncon
sciously, even to themselves, di. serninating 
and perpetuating the influences of his teach
ing. Science has been enriched by his re
searches. Art owes to him more tban one 
valuable invention. Literature has received 
from him contributions which will endure 
with the language itself. No great political 
or moral reform has taken place during the 
century which is not indebted for a part of 
its success to his sagacious and efficient sup
port. A life of irreproachable purity, Chris
tian benevolence and virtue, has ma<le him at 
once a teacher and exemplar of his generation. 
Few men have in their lives done so nrnch to 
guide the lives of others in aceor<lance with 
the dictates of philosophy and the teachings 
of Christian revelation." Dr. Nott departed 
this life on the 29th of January, 1 66, at the 
venerable age of ninety-three years. 

In 1825 the Rev. Joshua Leavitt, of Strat
ford, Connecticut, also advocated total ab
stinence (from ardent spirits) in the Cliristian 
Spectator. 

On the lst of January, 1826, a series of 
articles was commenced in the Connecticut 
Observe?', from the pen of the Rev. Dr. Calvi11 
Chapin, on "Total Ah, tinence the only Infal
lible Antidote." In these papers the write1· 
went to the very root of the matter, and asked 
a very pertinent question, viz." Of what avail 
is it for a man to ab tain from one kind of 
alcoholic drink, if he take the same quantity 
of alcohol in wine or cider?" 

On the lOth January, 1826, a number of 
gentlemen met in the vestry of Park Street 
Church, Boston, to take into consideration the 
evils of jntemperance, and the importance of 
further restrictions to restrain them. The 
Hon. George Odiorne was chosen moderator, 
and the Rev. William Jenks, D.D., clerk. 
After devotional exercises, &c., the following 
resolutions were adopted:-

(1) "That it is expedient that more sys
tematic and more vigorous efforts be put forth 
by the Christian public to restrain and pre
vent the intemperate use of iutoxicating 
liquors." 

(2) "That an individual of acknowledged 
talents, piety, industry, and sound judgment 
should be selected and employed as a per-
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manent agent, to spend his time and nse bis 
best exertions for the suppression of the in
temperate use of intoxicating liquors." 

A committee was appointed to consider the 
subject, and devise plans for the carrying out 
of these resolutions. At an adjourned meet
ing, held February 13th, 1826, rules, &c., were 
adopted, and the society named "The Ameri
can Society for the Promotion of Temperance." 
The following were the officers chosen:
Hon. Marcus Morton (president), Hon. Samuel 
Hubuard (vice-president), William Ropes 
(trea. urer), John Tappan (a.uditor). The Ex
ecutive Committee were Rev. Leonard Woods, 
D.D., Rev. Justyn Edwards, John Tappan, 
Hon. George Odiorne, and S. V. S. Wilder. 

An address, written by Mr. Ed wards, was 
printed and circulated, and on the lst of 
March, 1826, the Rev. Nathaniel Hewitt, 
D.D., was engaged to labour for five months 
as an agent of the society. 

DR. HEWITT was an eloquent, fearless, and 
earnest friend of the cause, and did immense 
ervice. He died February 3d, 1867, aged 

seventy-eight. On the 12th of March, 1826, 
the society elected eighty-four gentlemen 
residing in the Northern and Middle States 
as additional members. 

In April, 1826, the National Philanthropist, 
a weekly paper, was e tablished in Boston 
by the Rev. William Collier, with the motto, 
"Temperate drinking is the downhill road 
to intemperance." The place of publication 
wa.s shortly after changed to New York, where 
it was succeeded by the Journal of Humanit,y, 
establi ' heel by the society at Andover in 1829, 
and edited by Rev. Edward W. Hooker. 

The first annual meeting of the American 
Temperance Society was held in the vestry of 
Hanover Church, Boston, November 14th, 
1827, when all the officers and committee 
were re-elected, with the audition of eleven 
additional vice-presidents. It was then de
cided tliat a donation of 30 dollars should 
constitute an honorary member, and a dona
tion of 250 dollars an honorary vice-president. 
Twenty additional members were elected, and 
an eve11ing meeting held in Hanover Church, 
where the first report was received, and a col
lection made towards the funds of the society. 
During the year the Rev. Dr. Nathaniel 
Hewitt a,nd Rev. Justyn Edwards were em
ployed as agents, and thirty auxiliary societies 
had been organized (Permanent Temp. Do
cument, pp. 91-98). 

Influenced by an address by Dr. Mussey 
before the Medical Convention of New Hamp
shire (published in 1826), in which strong 
ground was taken in favonr of total a bsti
nence from ardent spirit in the interests of 
health, individual and social safety, and as a 
religious dnty, the Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire Medical Societie in 1827 pa sed 
resolutions iu favour of temperance, and 
declared it to be their profound conviction 
that water icas the only proper beverage for 
man, while various ecclesiastical bodies passed 
resolutions as pronounced against the use of 
distilled spirits. 

During the year 1828 more vigorous efforts 
were put forth by the American Temperance 
Society, with the result that 220 societies 
were reported, the membership varying from 
10 to 400 in each society. 

On the l 7th of January, 1829, the New 
York State Temperance Society wa. organized 
through the exertions of the Hon. Edward C. 
Dela van, who, from a humble printer's erra11d
boy, rose to be an influential and succe. sful 
merchant, and at the early age of thirty-six 
year::; was able to retire on a princely fortune. 

Of all the able men who have been identi
fied with the history of the temperance move
ment in America, the name of EDWARD C. 
DELAVA stands in the very forefront as an 
earnest, active, liberal, and faithful friend and 
worker. He was born in the town of Franklin, 
Pennsylvania. The Dela.vans, or De La 
Vans, belonged to that £anion Huguenot 
colony, who, fleeing from pe1·secution, left 
sunny France for a new home in the American 
wilderness. This colony contained ome of 
the best blood in France, and from it sprallg 
snch men as Peter Fanueil, who founded 
Fanueil Hall, and Elias Boudinot, who was 
one of the founders of the American Bible 
Society. In 1802, being then no more than 
ten years of age, young Dela.van came to 
Albany to seek his fortune. The first book 
he read, after the New Testament, was the 
Life of Benjamin Franklin, which led him to 
choose the trade of a printer, and he entered 
the office of the Albany Daily Advertiser, 
which was at that time published by Whiting, 
Backu , and Whiting. 1 Here he laboured for 
four years, and among the other humble 

i For the substance of this sketch the writer is in
debted to the Temperance Spectator, June, 1863, and 
other portions of the Temperance Spectator, and to the 
Alliance News for the later facts, &c. 
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duties of a printer's apprentice he was em
ployed to distribute the papers among the 
city subscribers from house to house. While 
thus acting as a carrier he frequently admired 
a fine house which one of the Bloodgoods bad 
recently built in a fashionable street, and 
with a boldness of ambition which sufficiently 
indicated his toue, he silently determined that 
he would yet be the owner of that house. From 
the printing-office be went to Lansinburgh, 
where he attended school, and vvhere he en
joyed a brief opportunity of education ; then 
we find him in the new concern just started 
by bis brother, under the firm of H. W. 
Dela van & Co. The location was Albany, and 
the trade hardware; and in this business Mr. 
E. C. Delavan became a commercial traveller. 
He had developed so complete a turn for 
business by the year 1815 that he was sent 
to England as a member of the firm. The 
war was just closed, and he was the first 
American (other than diplomatist) who landed 
at Liverpool after the declaration of peace. 
He established himself at Birmingham, where 
he remained for seven years, and was very 
successful in business, and there became inti
mately acquainted with Washington Irving, 
who was then commencing his brilliant career 
of authorship. In 1822 Mr. Delavan returned 
to America, and established a large hard \Nare 
importing hou e in Hanover Square, New 
York, occupying the identical building in 
which General Moreau, the hero of Hohen-
1 iuden, lived during his stay in America. 
The opening of the Erie Canal added im
mensely to the prosperity of New York, and 
the houses of E. C. Delavan & Co., of England 
and New York, and H. W. Delavan & Co., of 
Albany, led out into extensive trade. Having 
been eminently successful in business, Mr. De
l<wan retired to Albany, where, among other 
interesting events, he purchased the identical 
house the splendour of which had excited 
l1is youthful ambition. In the year 1827 Mr. 
Delavan's attention was directed to the tem
perance question by the example of a drunken 
servant, who was r eformed by signing the 
pledge, and became a useful citizen. Previous 
to this be had made observations, and was 
deeply impressed by a careful investigatiou 
iuto the position and habits of many of bis 
early associates. He found that out of fifty 
of his early acquaintances no less than forty
f()ur had been uttedy ruined by intemperance. 
Among the remarkable events iu connection 

with Mr. Dela van's labours in the cause of 
temperance was the famous libel case brought 
against him by the brewers of Albany (eight 
in nnrnber), their leader being a 1r. John 
Taylor. Mr. Delavan had stated that the 
water and other materials used by them in 
brewing were foul and poisonous. The dam
ages were laid at 300,000 dollars, and Mr. 
Delavan was held to bail for 40,000 dollars. 
The trial lasted seven years, and at last re-
ulted in the total discomfiture of the prose

cutors. Mr. Delavan proved all his state
ments by overwhelming testimony. On this 
point Mr. Dela van wrote in 1863, and spoke 
in grateful terms of the late Hon. John 
Savage, late chief-justice of New York, who 
was a witness for the defence, and says: "His 
evidence was so decided that it settled the 
question, and the result, without bis evidence, 
might have been very disastrous to me." 1 

Carrying on the great work of temperance in 
connection with the various organizations with 
which he was identified, 1r. Delavan printed 
upwards of one thousand millions of pages of 
temperance literature- more than enough to 
wrap the whole of our earth in paper. He 
investigated the wine question, not only at 
home but abroad, and made two voyages 
across the ocean in furtherance of this object. 
He hatl interviews with the late Louis Phi
lippe (king of the French) on the question of 
Lhe use of wiue amoDg his subject·. Not
withstanding that it is frequently urged that 
t he use of wiue in France does not t end to 
intemperance, Mr. D ela van declared that there 
was a vast amount of drunkenness, but it 
was kept out of public view. The remark
able incidents of the Franco-Prussian war 
utterly exploded this dogma, and proved that 
Mr. Delavan was not a one-sided spectator, 
desiring to build up bis own theory; for be 
demonstrated the fact that drunkenne s is an 
evil that sooner or later will make itself seen 
and felt, despite all the efforts that are made 
to cloak or hide it. In the course of his in
vestigations Mr. Dela.van discovered that 
there was not as much champagne wine made 
as would actually supply the city of Paris. 
It is evident, therefore, gross imposition was 
practised by wine merchants, both in England 
aud America, who were charging eight shil
lings and upwards for bottles of bogus drink 
manufactured by foreign chemists and others 

1 Temperance Spectator, 1863, p. 184. 
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as sparkling champagne. Mr. Delavan found 
wine dearer in Paris and Rome than it was 
in New York. In a letter to the late Dean 
(Close) of Carlisle, bearing date September 
19th, 1862, Mr. Delavan said that his atten
tion was first called to the temperance ques
tion in 1827 by a tract which had been placed 
on his table by some unknown hand, one sen
tence specially striking him, which was some
thing like this: "If anyone desire to know if 
he is in danger from the use of ardent spirits 
as a beverage, let him resolve to abstain for 
one month, and if he finds that he suffers 
from such abstinence, longs for his usual 
stimulant, he may be sure of his being in 
danger of becoming a drunkard unless he 
abandons the intoxicating cup entirely." Mr. 
Dela.van resolved to try the experiment, and 
for the first two weeks be said : "I had a 
longing for my usual stimulant, but before 
a month expired I conquered, and have not 
tasted ardent spirits since. I wish every 
moderate drinker in the world would try the 
experiment. All would find that water is the 
only healthful beverage for man." He did 
occasionally drink wine after this, but it was 
with misgiving. He tells the dean that the 
last dinner party he gave was to a party of 
thirty-six gentlemen. De Witt Clinton-who 
was considered a good taster of wine-was 
present, and amongst the wines furnished to 
the guests was one specially admired, and 
Mr. Clinton preferred this one before even 
the older and more expensive wines. Not 
very long after this Mr. Delavan discovered 
that this stuff, so much admired by celebrated 
judges, was made out of distilled spirits and 
drugs, and did not contain a drop of the fruit 
of the vine. This fact induced Mr. Dela van 
to employ an eminent chemist to examine all 
his wines. This gentleman was Dr. L ewis 
Beck, brother to the celebrated Dr. Romeyn 
Beck, who, in his work on Medical Juris
prudence, says: "Alcohol, whether found in 
wine, rum, or brandy, is poison-a fact con
ceded on all bands." He was engaged in the 
work for three months, and found every 
sample fabricated. Mr. Delavan emptied the 
whole contents of his wine-cellar into the 
drain, and from that day his house was ever 
free from the poison. He was induced to 
take this step by the assurance of a reformed 
man, then living with him, that the wine 
vault (of which this mau has occasional charge) 
was a constant temptation to him. Mr. De-

lavan made a calculation, and affirmed that 
these wine parties increased his expenditure 
to the extent of 1000 dollars per annum. 
This, at compound interest for thirty-five 
years (the period he had then been an ab
stainer), would amount to 147,672 dollars, 65 
cents, or in English money nearly £30,000 
(Temperance Spectator, 1862, p. 176). 

During the time that the late James Silk 
Buckingham was in parliament Mr. Delavan 
offered to send over from America An A p
peal to the People of Great Britain on t/ie 
Subject of Temperance, in numbers sufficient 
to supply a copy to every family in the king
dom, estimating them at :five millions, pro
vided that the friends of temperance in 
England would see to their circulation, and 
the government would permit the books to 
enter the country without paying duty (as all 
books, &c., were taxed in those days). The 
government consented, but while Mr. Delavan 
was preparing them the question was recon
sidered by the British government, and the 
permission was then revoked, on the score of 
precedent; thus this great work of circulating 
temperance literature was prevented. Mr. 
Delavan was one of the very :first to discu s 
the question of the n e of intoxicating wine 
at the sacrament, and his facts and arguments 
were so kindly, fairly, and effectively put, as 
to place the American churches far in advance 
of others on this most important subject. 

In another part of his letter to the Dean of 
Carlisle Mr. Dela van said: "One great work 
to be accomplished is the conver iou of your 
church to your principles. So long as the 
Saviour of the world is held up as a maker 
and dispenser of iutoxicatiog wine- wine, the 
mocker-th e cause you advocate will make 
but slow progress. This great error removed, 
you will have a basis to build upon which 
will defy all attacks. To remove this error 
the kindest and most Christian course should 
be pursued. Those differing from us have a 
right to differ, and are doubtless honest in 
their opinions. In the coufiicts passed through 
for over a third of a century I have tried to 
look upon my opponents, especially when wil
ling to oppose under their signatures, as being 
as anxious for the truth as myself; and when 
the discussion has come to an end on any point, 
I have usually gathered up all, and printed 
both sides, and scattered the discussion broad
cast throughou t the country without regard 
to cost. This course, I believe, has been erni-
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nently blessed, for now I hardly pass a day 
without having the brief acknowledgrnent 
from former opponents, 'Mr. Delavau, your 
principles are right'" (Temp. Spectator, 1862, 
p. 176). 

In 1833 Mr. Delavan was impressed with 
the fact that the expressed opinion of eminent 
men has great weight and influence, and he 
came to the determination to make an effort 
to secure a declaration of opinion from presi
dents of the American Union in favour of the 
principles of temperance societies. He there
fore called upon Mr. Madison and obtained his 
signature, and then J obn Quincy Adams and 
General Jackson added theirs. Mr. Delavan 
followed it up, and obtaiued the signatures of 
all, excepting President Harrison, who died 
early, but who probably would have signed it 
also had he lived, as he had from principle 
abandoned a distillery in which he had been 
interested. 

The following is a copy, with the names of 
the signatories attached, of the American 
"Presidential Declaration:"-

"Being satisfied from observation and experi
ence, as well as from medical testimony, that 
ardent spirits, as a drink, is not only needless, but 
hurtful, and that the entire disuse of it would tend 
to promote the health, the virtue, and the happi
ness of the community, we hereby express our 
conviction that should the citizens of the United 
States, and e pecially the young men, discontinue 
entirely the use of it, they would not only promote 
their own personal benefit, but the good of our 
country and the world. 

James Madison. 
John Quincy Ada.ms. 
John Tyler. 
Millard Fillmore. 
Franklin Pierce. 
Andrew Jackson. 
M. Van Buren. 
Z. Taylor. 
James K. Polk. 
James Buchanan. 
Abraham Lincoln. 
Andrew Johnson." 

(Temperance Spectator, 1865, p. 112.) 
In 1865 Ml'. Delavan collected, edited, and 

published in America a number of documents, 
correspondeuce, &c., of a very valuable kind 
under the title of Temperance Essays, &c. 
Some of these documents were mo t important 
portions of temperance history, and the work 
was enriched with coloured plates of the sto-

mach iu health and under various stages of 
alcoholic disease. 

A remarkable proof of Mr. Delavan's love 
for the cause and his great esteem for the 
friends in England was furnished shortly 
before his death, in his gratuitous distribution 
of the valuable lectures of the late Rev. Dr. 
E. Nott, of America, on Bible Temperance, a 
copy of which he caused to be furnished to 
every clergyman of -the Church of England. 
On the 15th of January, 1871, at the advanced 
age of seventy-eight years, this eminent tem
perance philanthropist departed this life "as 
peacefully as the going out of a taper," which 
his great sufferings had not allowed the family 
to anticipate. Even while ou a bed of uffer
ing, with death staring him in the face, he was 
desirous of making one more grand effort to 
further the interests of the cause, and that was 
to furnish every clergyman in the United 
States with a copy of Dr. F. R. Lees's and 
Rev. Dawsou Burns's Bible Temperance Com
mentary, and on the 27th of November, 1870 
(only about six weeks before his death), he 
sent for a near neighbour, Mr. D. C. Smith, 
to write down his words on this subject, and 
after his death forward the same to Dr. Lees. 
The writer of a brief notice of his death in the 
Alliance News of February 11, 1871, says: 
"The life and labours of Mr. Delavan when 
written will prove a large and striking chap
ter in the history of the tern perance reformation 
not only in America but throughout the world, 
wherever the movement has extended its 
benign influence. Though he was not a public 
speaker, and not endowed with high literary 
talent or philosophic culture, to no other mau 
in the world is the movement more indebted 
for the wide dissemination of literature, em
bodying wholesome teaching and advanced 
views in almost every department of the tem
perance question. He was a man of great 
practical sagacity and untiring energy in pro
secuting any work to which be put his shoul
der. And perhaps no other man has so muni
ficently supported the movement through th~ 
press, Mr. Delavan often scattering useful pub
lications by hundreds of thousands, and some
times by millions." Mr. Delavan was one of 
those men who thoroughly believed in the enti
mentsof the late Dr. Bowriug, who wrote thu:: 

"Mightiest of the mighty means, 
On which the arm of progress leans, 
Man's noblest mission to advance, 
His woes assuage, bis weal enhance, 
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Hi~ rights enforce, his wrongs redress, 
l\lightiest of mighty is the Press." 

On this point the Rochester Democrat and 
,lmerican remarks: "Those who are conversaut 
with the temptations of our soldiers will not 
be surprised that Mr. Delavan made an effort 
ou their behalf, and the tract on intemperance, 
which he so largely circulated in the camp, is 
now operating in another sphere. We allude 
to the system of furnishing them to the travel
ling community by leaving a supply at the 
different railroad ticket offices." The same 
writer alludes to another subject of interest 
thus: "It will not be out of place to refer to 
l\lr. Dela van's interest in public education, in 
which he not only offered a valuable example 
to our rich men, but has shown that he was 
uot limited to one idea. Those who visit the 
library of Union College will note the magni
ficent collection of minerals and sea-shells w bich 
almost fill a large hall, and which is valued 
at ten thousand dollars. It may be well for 
those who admire that exquisite collection 
to remember that it is the gift of the errand
boy of early days, who bas thus desired to 
extend to others the advantages which be 
wa denied." 

Of his early friend and co-worker in the 
cause of temperance-the late HoN. Jorrn 
SAVAGE, chief-justice of New York, Mr. Dela
van thus wrote:-

"I owe it to truth that I should make some 
allusion to his devotion to a cause that in its 
infancy he loved, and to which he never 
omitted an opportunity to give the sanction 
of his character and high social and public 
position. He was remarkable for his acute
ness and discrimination. He understood the 
'wine' and 'sacrament' questions in their 
main issues as well thirty-five years ago as we 
do now. He would not tolerate half-way 
measures; he was always ready to strike the 
blow best fitted to destroy the evil, and at 
once; and would not permit his name to be 
used as favouring the temperance reform while 
we sought to combat intemperance by the 
ardent spin"t pledge alone. 'You condemn 
the poor man's alcohol,' he argued, 'and say 
nothing against the rich man's wine. When 
you adopt as temperance total abstinence from 
all that can intoxicate as a beverage, then I 
am with you, and not till then.' When we did 
take that stand he came forth, became presi
dent of the Temperance Society of the Bar of 
the State of New York, and issued an address 

to the bar as president, an address cl1aracter
ized by great simplicity, beauty, and force. He 
afterwards became president of the New York 
State Temperance Society, and continued in 
that office until failing health compelled him 
to resign" ( Ternperance Spectator, 1863, p. 
184). Chief-justice Savage died at Utica on 
the 19th of October, 1 63, iu his eighty-fourth 
year, sincerely and truly loved as a pure and 
upright judge, an earnest philanthropist, and 
a faithful friend of the temperance cause. 

Of such men as Dr. Lyman Beecher, Dr. 
Eliphalet Nott, Edward C. Dela van, Hou. 
Judge Savage, Rev. Justyn E<lwards, and 
others named, were the pioneers of the tem
perance movement in America. 

The 22d of Feuruary, 1829, was set apart as 
a day of "fastiug and pr:iyer on account of 
intemperance," beiug the ffrst of the kind on 
record. On the 20th of May, 1829, a state 
society for Connecticut was formed at Hart
ford, Rev. Jeremiah Day, D.D., president of 
Yale College, being elected president; I ev. 
Calvin Chapin, chairman of the executive; 
and the Rev . John Iarsh, secretary and gene
ral agent. 

In the meantime the movement had spread 
into British North America, the first society 
being started at Beaver River, Nova Scotia, 
April 25th, 1 28, the members thereof ple(lg
themsel ves "for ever" against spirituous li
qnors. 

The first society, of which there is any reli
able record, ever establi hed iu OlU. anada, 
wa.. one organized in St. Andrew's Church. 
Montreal, June 9th, 182 , when twenty per
sons of different religious denominations signed 
the pledge of abstinence from spirits, beaded 
by Rev. J. T. Christmas. 

During this same period (1828-29) statt 
societies bad been formed in New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Illinois. 
1830 was remarkable for the valuable acces
sion to the ranks of temperance of such men 
as Dr. Hossack of New York, Dr. Sewall of 
Washington City, and General Lewis Cass of 
Michigan. In this same year a prize of 250 
dollars was offered for the best essay upon the 
questions: "Is it consistent for a professor of 
religion to use, as an article of luxury or liv
ing, distilled liquors, or to traffic in them?" 
and, "Is it consistent with duty for the 
churches of Christ to admit those as members 
who continue to do this?" Of more than forty 
manuscripts sent in, only one attempted to 
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answer in the affirmative. The prize was 
awarded to Professor Moses Stuart, of An
dover, Mass., and the publication of tte essay 
is said to have "aided largely in enlisting the 
sympathy and co-operation of the churches 
with the reform." 

Invaluable aid was rendered to the cause at 
this period by the publication of L. M. SAR
GENT'S Temperance Tales. Rev. Dr. Dunn 
says: "No narratives in temperance literature 
have ever excited influence greater, or had 
circulation more extended, than these Tern
perance Tales. And well they might, for in 
attractiveness of style and beauty and pathos 

of narrative these tales have never been ex
celled by any temperance stories of the age.': 
Mr. Sargent was an extraordinary man, being 
over six feet in height, "straight as an arrow, 
broad shouldered, and very muscular, A glance 
at that peculiar form would readily enable one 
to believe the story of his tossing a fellow who 
insulted him over the high iron fence which 
surrounded Boston Common." Mr. Snrgent 
was a graduate of Harvard Law School, a ma11 
of considerable wealth and high literary tastes 
-one who threw his whole soul into the tem
perance reform. He died June 2d, 1867, aged 
eighty-one years. 
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At the time of the establishment of tem
perance societies in America the connection 
between that continent and the British Isles, 
and the communication of events transpiring 
in either country, were vastly different to what 
they are at present. Mail steamers passing 
from one country to another in five or six 
days were then unknown, and the idea of such 
would have been deemed "preposterous." The 
Atlantic telegraph cables were amongst the 
many things yet "to be revealed;" neither 
were there cheap newspapers, nor the special 
postal facilities we now enjoy, so that it was 
some time after the date of the first efforts in 
America before any influence was felt or steps 
taken to form similar societies on this side of 
the Atlantic. A limited number of American 
journals, &c., reached Britain at intervals, some 
of which contained reports of the doings of the 
temperance sot:ieties; but in those days there 
was not that amity and brotherly feeling 
between the two countries which happily 
now exists, for the British people had very 
strong prejudices, and looked with aversion 
upon any attempt to Americanize our institu
tions. 

At the same time there was a growing feel-

ing that there was a necessity for some kind 
of reform in the habits and customs of the 
people of Great Britain and Irebnd. 

The very fact that 27 ,500,000 gallons of 
proof-spirits were con umed in the United 
Kingdom speaks for itself. Of this enormou" 
consumption of ardent spirits it was computed 
that Ireland's share cost her about six millions 
sterling per annum, or about three guineas for 
every family. Irish villages with on ly one 
baker's shop bad from eighteen to thirty 
spirit-shops. It is affirmed that the Scotch 
were drinking twice as much as the Irish; and 
that London, Manchester, Leeds, and othe1-
large towns in England bad spirit-shops re
ceiving customers at the rate of ten or twelve 
per minute ( Ternperance Spectator, 1861, p. 
179). Distilled spirit was deemed a necessary 
of life-necessary in medicine for preventioll 
and cure, necessary as a common beverage, 
and absolutely essential to hospitality. 

There were numerous drinking fines and 
"footings" among tradesmen, and foolisl1 
notions and compulsory drinking customs 
among all classes bad firmly established a 
drinking tyranny. Even the house of mourn
ing for the dead was invaded by the foul fiend, 
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and the drunkeuness at Irish wakes and fune
rals was notorious. 

All sorts of virtues and excellencies were 
attributed to intoxicating liquors, and wher
ever men or women met together·-at market 
or social party, at wake or funeral-- there 
must, a a matter of course, be the whi::;ky 
bottle or some other kind of intoxicating 
liquor passed round. Iu paying his pastoral 
vi'3its the minister of religion had the insidious 
tempter placed before him, and in many in
stances liquor was provided by the church, 
and a supply kept in the vestry for the use of 
the minister. Very often the nearest building 
outside the church gates was the tavern or 
public-house for the people, proving to a 
demonstratiou the truth of Defoe's declaratiou, 
viz.: 

''Wherever God erects a house of prayer, 
The Devil's sure to build a chapel there; 
And 'twill be found upon examination, 
The latter has the larger congregation." 

The Surgeon-general for Ireland testified 
that iu the city of Dublin nearly oue-fourth 
of all the deaths of persons above tweuty years 
of age were caused prematurely by spirit
Jrinking. 

A mag istrate in County Antrim furnished 
a list of forty-eight persons who in his recol
lection, aud within two miles of his own 
country residence, bad perished miserably by 
spirit clriuking. The Rev. John Edgar, in a 
work publi bed by him On the H1:stor.1J of tile 
P ublic IlmtSes on a Mile of Road in Coimty 
.Antrim, and of eventeen HoitSes Constituting 
one side of a Street in a Village of County 
Down, states that, "not a family of them 
escaped direful and hideous ruin ." In com
menting upon this subject he says: "The 
public mind was horribly perverted, public 
conscience dead; the drunkard was called by 
soft uame , and took his place in honour at 
many a sacrameutal table, while congrega
tions not unfrequently heard unmoved two 
or three generations of drunken ministers 
reasoning from their pulpits of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come. In such 
a night of ignorance and crime temperance 
societies rose" (Temperance Spectat01·, 1861, 
pp. 179, 180). 

As in Ireland, so also in Scotland the 
drinking customs of society had become so 
closely connected with all social meetings and 
busines tran actions as to present an almost 
insurmountable barrier to the temperance 

reform. Driuking customs and habits were 
so universal Lhat from the cradle to the grave 
they accompanied almost every individual. 
On the birth of a child, those in a.tteuda.nce 
must drink its health, and it was no uncommon 
thing to give the poor innocent babe itself a 
sort of spirit baptism, by sponging ii O\'er 
with whisky directly after birth. At christen
ings and on birthday festiv als, on entering any 
business, at the signing of the indentures when 
a youth was abont to be bound to a trade, 
drink was considered imperatively necessary. 
At holidays, markets, bargain-making, mar
riages, funerals, &c., there must be the national 
beverage-whisky; so that it may easily be 
understood how the Scotch people earned the 
reputation of being notorious drinkers. 

Those who have read Ramsay's R eminis
cences of Scottish Life and Character; the l I' arks 
of Sir TValter Scott; J . Mackay Wilson's Tales 
of the Borders ; and some of the " Scottish 
Poets," are quite familiar wiLh the painful 
descriptions those writers give of the sad 
effects of the drinking habits and cu stoms 
of the people of Scotland. Robert Burns
Scotland's own bard (who too well knew the 
personal effects of strong drink)-also bears 
strong testimony UI 011 this point iu bis poems 
"Scotch Drink," "The Holy Fair," &c. &c., 
and gives a t errible picture of scenes enacted 
at the great religious gatherings of the people, 
when the allurements of whisky, wiue, &c., 
more than undid, in very many instances, 
all the good the ministers of the go pel bad 
effected. Even at meetings of the presbyterie 
it was not uncommon to have drink fines 
levied on a minister who had taken a new 
charge, or had entered the bonds of matri
mony. It will thus be seen how difficult 
must have been the task of the early temper
ance reformers in Scotlancl and Ireland, and, 
indeed, iu England also, for similar habits and 
customs prevailed amongst the English and 
Welsh. As already stated, ale was the commou 
beverage of the people, and they were taught 
to believe that it was essential to life, health, 
and vigour. 

In the year 1825 a powerful movement 
was originated by the brewers of Scotlaud, 
who gathered together and published statistics 
showing the commitments to the police-office 
for drunkenness in several of the large centres 
of population. Their object was to procme 
the alteration of the license laws, the repeal 
of the duty on malt liquors, and the increase 
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of facilities for procuring what they terrued 
"mild stimulants." They further desired to 
increase the duty on ardent spirits, and to 
make it more difficult to obtain licenses for 
public-houses. They were joined by men of 
influence and position, and the agitation was 
a powerful means of procuring the passage 
of the Home Drummond Act in 1828, being 
"An Act for the Better Regulation of Public 
Honses." Under this act magistrates in 
burghs and justices in counties were consti
tuted boards to prevent the multiplication of 
public-houses beyond what "was meet and 
convenient for the community." 

A movement to secure the introduction of 
the light wines of the Continent was also set 
on foot about this period by the aristocracy 
of Scotland. Their argument was that "if 
the people of Scotland used pure wine, there 
would be no intempe.t'auce and no drunkards; 
for these wines did not intoxicate suddenly." 
They ad vacated the lowering of the duty on 
these wines, and increasing the facilities for 
procuring them, as Mr. W. E. Gladstone did 
in more recent times. The subject became of 
general interest, and the question everywhere 
was asked, "How can intemperance be cured?" 
The answer supplied by these movements 
wa , "Substitute beer and wine for ardent 
spirits," and in 1830 the Beer Bill was passed 
by the British House of Commons, and sub
sequent events have prov d that instead of 
le ening the evil it inte11sified and strength
ened it. 

Careful investigation into the facts, and an 
examination of dates, &c., prove that a simul
taueous effort to plant the standard of tem
perance in the British I lands was made with
out concert or knowledge of what was being 
done in the various parts of the kingdom. 

Although to Irehnd is the honour justly 
awarded of being the first country in Europe 
in which the modern organizeu temperance 
movement took root, and where the fil'St so
ciety was established, it is Leyond question 
that the subject was simultaneously under 
considemtion in both Scotland and England. 

As a matter of fact, the first society in 
Ireland preceded the general movement of 
1829, and was instituted by a nail-maker 
named Jeffry Sedwards,of Skibbereen,County 
Cork, in the year 1817, under the name of the 
Skibbereen Abstinence Society, particulars of 
which will be given in auother chapter. 

About the year 1825 DR. JAMES MORGAN, 
Ynr,. I. 

pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Lisburn, 
County Down, Ireland, began to labour in 
favour of sobriety amongst the" butchers" of 
that town, who were very much addicted to 
drink. The smallest quantity of ardent spirits 
he could persuade them to use was three 
glasses daily, and their wives, friends, and 
neighbours considered this a great and graud 
reformation. One of these "fleshers," as 
they were termed, was an old man, long 
and terribly adJicted to the "intoxicating 
draught," whom the reverend doctor found it 
very difficult to meet with, as be artfully con
trived to shun an interview with this temper
ance reformer. "One day, however, he met 
the old man under the influence of drink, and 
said to him, 'I wish to speak with you.' '1 
know what you want, and I will do it now,' 
replied the butcher. Dr. Morgan there and 
then wrote the pledge to limit bis intoxicating 
potions to the three glasses per day. The 
poor man read it, then dashed it from hitn 
furiously, exclaiming, 'I will not sign it, my 
signature must be for total abstinence.' The 
doctor wrote the total abstinence pledge on the 
spot, and this resolute and common-sense man 
signed it, and became a sober, well-couducted 
man for the remainder of his life. 

"One day Dr. Morgan met him in Belfast, 
and inquired' if he still persevered in sobriety.' 
He answered in the affirmative, but added,' I 
had a sore temptation last Friday. When I 
got to Dunmurry I was so drenched with rain 
that I thought I must go into a public-house 
and have a glass of spirits; but as I crossed 
the threshold my conscience said "No," and I 
immediately turned round anu ran until I was 
out of sight of the house, and so Goel preserved 
rue'" (Hrin's Teinpemnce Jubilee, pp. 33, 34). 

The late Rev. Thomas Houston, D.D., of 
Knockbracken, in his Personal Reminiscences, 
says that in the year 1828, and early in 1829, 
a cheap edition of Dr. Beecher's Six Sermons 
on Temperance was circulated to some extent 
in the North of Ireland, and that at a prayer
meeting at which he was present, Mr. Hugh 
Small, an elder, well known in the town of 
Belfast, read an extract from one of these 
sermons which arrested the attention of all, 
and led to some earnest conversation on the 
subject. 

In the summer of 1829 the Rev. Joseph 
Penny, an Iri.h Presbyterian who had emi
grated to America, paid a visit to his native 
land, and full of zeal for the extension of 

4 
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temperance societies- of which he had had 
some experience in America-very earnestly 
pressed their claims upon the atter..tion of 
several of his Irish brethren. Just at this 
time an attempt was being made to put a 
check upon the desecration of the Sabbath, 
and placards were posted setting forth the 
laws for its observance, and officers were ap
pointed to enforce them. 

Dr. J obn Edgar, professor of theology, Bel
fast, was engaged to write an address on the 
subject, appealing to the understanding and 
conscience of the people. It was at this crisis 
that be was visited by his friend Mr. Penny, 
who told him of the wonderful effects of the 
temperance reformation in America. The 
professor eagerly grasped the idea, and in
augurated bis proceedings by opening his par
lour window, aud pouring out into the court 
before bis house in Alfred Street, Belfast, tl1e 
remaining part of a gallon of old whisky, pur
chased some time before for family consump
tion. He immerliately penned and addreesed 
a letter to the local papers, giving a concise 
statement of the temperance work in America, 
and appealing to his townsmen in the follow
ing stirring words:- " Up, then, and be doing, 
men of patriotism-men of piety; a tide of 
intemperance, rising every hour, is hurrying 
all moral and religious institutions before it; 
up and be doing now, or weep when all is 
over, on the clo ed grave of your country's 
glory." The editor of the Belfast Guardian 
flatly refused to print this letter, assigning as 
his r eason that he considered the writer was 
demented. The News-Letter, however, was 
more accommodating, and the letter appeared 
in that journal on the 14th of August, 1829 
(not in the Northern Whig as some writers have 
wrongly stated). This and two other letters 
which followed were copied into other news
papers, and produced a very deep impression 
in several parts of the country. 

'l'he letter of August 14th was read, and 
seriously pondered over by the Rev. George 
Whitmore Carr, of New Ross, county of Wex
ford, a gentleman in deacon's orders in the 
then Established Church of Ireland, who im
mediately put himself into communication 
with Dr. Edgar, and from him learned of the 
good work being done in America. Con
vinced that such a society would be advan
tageous to the people of New Ross, Mr. Carr 
determined at once to make an effort in this 
direction. Ou the 20th of August, 1829, a 

meeting was held in the Friends' Meeting 
House, and the New Ross Temperance So
ciety duly organized. The following was the 
form of pledge adopted:-" We, the under
signed members of the New Ross Temperance 
Society, being persuaded that the use of in
toxicating liquors is, for persons in health, 
not only unnecessary, but hurtful, and that 
the practice forms intemperate appetites and 
habits, and that while it is continued the 
evils of intemperance can never be prevented, 
do agree to abstain from the use of distilled 
spirits, except as a medicine in case of bodily 
ailment; that we will not allow the use of 
them in our families, nor provide them for 
the entertainment of our friends; and that we 
will in all suitable ways discountenance the 
use of them in the community at large" (P 
Burne's Teetotaller's Companion, p. 320; and 
\V. Logan's Early lleroes, 1873, p. 55). 

Finding that bis appeal had created a much 
deeper impression than he had dared to anti
cipate, and that the temperance cause wa.R 
worthy of more serious consideration, Dr. 
Edgar resolved to devote himself to the work, 
and wrote a number of tracts and pamphleti:;, 
which were widely circulated. During the 
:first year about a hundred thousand copies 
were distributed, and within three years about 
230,000 copies of temperance publications were 
issued from the Belfast press. Iu all, Dr. 
Edgar himself wrote some ninety tracts, &c., 
on this subject, some of which have frequently 
been republished in different parts of the 
British empire and in America. From Bel
fast the trumpet of battle against intemper
ance was sounded, and for some years it was 
claimed by Dr. Edgar as the headquarters of 
the temperance army in the Old World. In 
the province of Ulster the principles took deep 
and lasting root, the movement being ably 
supported by a number of earnest and active 
Christian men and women. 

It is a fact worthy of note that the first 
names subscribed to the pledge of the Belfast 
Temperance Society, established in the Reli
gious Tract Society Depository, Waring Street, 
24th September, 1829, were those of ministers 
of the gospel, and members of Christian 
churches of various denominations. The first 
names were Rev.James Morgan, Presbyterian; 
Rev. Thomas Hincks, curate of St. Anne's 
Church (afterwards Archdeacon Hincks); Rev. 
John Edgar, Presbyterian SecesRion ; fr. 
Alexander Smith Mayne, a member of Dr. 
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Edgar's church; the Rev. Thomas Houston, 
Presbyterian; Rev. Mr. Wilson of the Inde
pendent Chapel, Donegall Street; and Rev. 
Matthew Tobias, of the Wesleyan Chapel, 
Belfast (Erin's Jubilee, 1879, pp. 10 and 35). 

JOHN EDGAR was the son of the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Edgar, a minister of the Secession 
Chnrch, and was born at Magheranock, near 
Saintfield, in March, 1798. After the usual 
course of tuition in his father's academy he 
proceeded to the University of Glasgow, 
finally completing his studies in the Belfast 
Academical Institution. When a young man 
he supported himself by teaching, and his 
literary character stood so high that at one 
period his income from tuition amounted to 
about £300 per annum. In 1820 he was 
ordained to the pastoral charge by the Seced
ing Presbytery of Down, and for a consider
able time afterwards preached statedly in a 
hired room in Commercial Conrt, Belfast. In 
1821 be had collected a sufficient sum to pro
ceed with the erection of a permanent place of 
worship. 

oon after his settlement in Belfast Mr. 
Edgar began to take an active part in the 
management of its religious and benevolent 
institutions. The Destitute Sick Society 
ranks among the charitable institutions of 
Belfast, which he was mainly instrumental 
in establishing. He also rendered good ser
vice to the management of the Bible Society. 
The Religious Tract Society, founded in 1815, 
remained for years in a very feeble and 
languishing condition; but in 1824, when 
Mr. Edgar became its secretary, it immedi
ately assumed a new aspect. An apartment 
attached to the depository in Waring Street 
long continued to be the place where the 
committees of many of the religious societies 
of the town regularly assembled. 

In 1826 Mr. Edgar wa unanimously elected 
by the Secession Synod to the vacant pro
fessorship of theology, and two years later 
he married Susanna, daughter of Thomas 
Grimshaw of Whitehouse. The union greatly 
promoted his domestic comfort. The first 
discourse delivered in Ulster in support of 
the temperance cause is believed to be that 
delivered in Donegall Square Methodist 
Church, Belfast, in October, 1829, by Pro
fessor Edgar. 

After the issue of the report of Mr. J ames 
Silk Buckingham's Parliamentary Committee 
to inquire into the extent, causes, conse-

quences, and cure of drunkenne. Professor 
Edgar drew up A Digest of the Evidence 
subrnitted to the Parliamentary Committee, 
which was published simultaneously in Bel
fast and London, and which had an extensive 
circulation. 

In 1836 Hamilton College, United States, 
conferred on Professor Edgar the honorary 
degree of D.D., and in 1860 he received the 
additional degree of LL.D. from the univer
sity of the city of• New York. For twelve 
years Dr. Edgar laboured with zeal and 
energy in the temperance movement, and the 
amount of writing, and travelling, and speech
making performed may appear almost in
credible. It is said that John Wesley him
self in his best days scarcely laboured more 
vigorously than did Dr. Edgar during part of 
his temperance career. Unhappily, he never 
saw his way to adopt the more advanced 
principle of total abstinence, and, as will be 
seen later on, strongly opposed it. 

About the beginning of November, 1863, 
he was attacked by fever, and his situation 
awakened much anxiety; but towards the 
end of January, 1864, he was enabled once 
more to resume his duties. In the beginning 
of the summer of 1865 he repaired to Dublin 
to again seek medical advice. He was at this 
time suffering from a painful affection of the 
throat. It gradually became evident that 
recovery was not to be expected. Though 
suffering severely, he was never heard to 
murmur. His happy frame of mind excited 
the wonder of all who surrounded him. On 
August 25th, the last day he corn pleted on 
earth, he was somewhat better, and during 
the night he was overheard repeating pas
sages of Scripture, and with much emphasis 
the words, "The Rock that is higher than I 
-higher than I." He expired without a 
struggle on the forenoon of the Lord's Day, 
August 26, 1866, in the sixty-ninth year of 
his age. He was interred in Malone Cemetery, 
Belfast, amidst every demonstration of respect. 
A monument of chaste design marks the spot 
where his remains now rest in peace. It bears 
the following inscription:-

" JOHN EDGAR, D.D. 

Died August 26, 1866, aged 68 yean;. 
Founder of the Temperance Reformation. 

'The rnernor:IJ of the just is blessed.'" 

(Much of this sketch is taken from Sherlock's 
Eri"ri's J ubilee, pages 106-109.) 
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Th~ REv. JAMES MORGAN, D.D., minister 
of Fisherwick Place Presbyterian Church, 
Belfast, was the first who signed the pledge 
of the Ulster Temperance Society, and was 
one of Professor Edgar's most valned friends 
and counsellors. Being pastor of a very in
fluential congregation, and generally respected 
for his prudence and sagacity, his name was 
a tower of strength to the movement. Though 
his weighty official engagements did not per
mit him to go much from home, he contrived 
in various ways to foster and help on the 
cause. By sermons, by addresses at temper
ance meetings, and by articles in the Ortlwdox 
Presbyterian-of which he was editor-he 
gave most effective aid. Of Dr Morgan's con
nection with the movement we cannot speak 
better than in his own words, as given to the 
Irish Temperance L eague Journal in 1865:-

" I never formed the habit of using intoxi
cating drinks. When in 1820 I entered upon 
the work of the ministry, I found that if I 
took punch after my dinner, as was then the 
custom, I was not so competent to pursue my 
studies as I would be without it, and there
fore I did not use it. Thus, for the first 
eight or nine years of my ministry I very 
seldom tasted intoxicating drink, and never 
formed the habit of using it. When in 1829 
a mini ter from the United States explained 
the temperance movement that had commenced 
there, I was prepared to approve of it. I 
was one of those who formed themselves into 
a temperance society in Belfast, the first of 
the kind in Europe.1 Dr. Edgar and the 
Rev. Thomas Hincks were my associates, and 
we prepared and signed a pledge to abstain 
from the use of distilled spirits. I have been 
enabled to keep that pledge for the last thirty
fi ve years. In the course of time the practice 
of abstinence from distilled spirits did not 
satisfy the friends of temperance, and it was 
alleged that all intoxicating drinks ought to 
be included in the principles of the society. 
Cordially agreeing with this view, I have for 
many years lived in the practice of total 
abstinence. I have thus had full experience 
of abstinence from all intoxicating drinks for 
a large portion of my life, and I am free to 
say what I think of it. Were I beginning 
my life over again I would adopt that practice, 
and adhere to it as strictly as I have done. 
I believe I was never in any way injured by 

1 This was an error on the doctor's part. 

it, but that, on the contrary, I was much 
advantaged by it." 

On the 5th of August, 1873, this veteran 
pioneer of temperauce was called to his reward, 
"full of years and honours, a man honoured 
by God to do much for the cause of Christ, 
and our common humanity. Many a reclaimed 
drunkard has been blessed by his life and 
labours, and many a young man can, with a 
thankful hea.rt, bless God that by his godly 
counsels and example he was led into the 
ranks of abstainers." He was seventy-four 
years of age. 

The REv. THOMAS HousTox, D.D., con
tiu ued to labour in the cause to the last, and 
took a deep interest in the Temperance J ubilee 
held in Belfast, 1879, at which he read a paper 
on "Personal Reminiscences of the First 
Temperance Movement in the North of Ire
land;" and in June, 1881, he attended the 
jubilee meetings held by the National Tem
perance League, London, and read part of a 
paper on the history of temperance reform 
in Ireland. Dr. Hou ton was one of the 
leading men of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, and laboured hard to promote true 
temperance principles amongst the mini ters, 
students, and members thereof. On the 27th 
of March, 1882, this venerable temperance 
reformer passed away at the age of seventy
nine years. His funeral was attended l>y 
several members of the executive of the lriNh 
Temperance League, of which Dr. Houston 
was a vice-president and a very warm friend. 

The VENERABLE ARCHDEACON THOMAS 
HrncKs, one of the :first band of temperance re
formers in Ireland, commenced his ministerial 
life in 1823 as a supernumerary curate of the 
parish church, Belfast. In June, 182-±, he 
took priest's orders, and in 1825 was curate of 
Antrim, thence to Carrickfergus, and in 1827 
became curate of St. Anne's, Belfast, and 
soon after was made inspector of the House 
of Correction, &c., and while curnte of t. 
Anne's became identified with the early Tem
perance Society of Belfast. In 1 37 Mr. 
Hincks took the curacy of Culfeigbtrin, and 
held in succession the rural deaneries of An
trim, Derrykeighan, and Coleraine. In 1865 
he became rector of Billy and archdeacon of 
Connor, and on the occasion of his jubilee in 
the ministry was presented with an address 
from the bishop and clergy of the diocese. 
He quietly "fell on sleep, March 28, 18 2, at 
the age of eighty-six years." 
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"Faithful amongst the faithful few," ALEX
.ANDER SMITH MAYNE, of r~lfast, is the sole 
survivor of the gallant band of heroic rioneers 
of temperance in Ireland, to whom the whole 
world owes a deep debt of gratitude. He was 
born in the little town of Garoagh, County 
Derry, on the 14th of September, 1805. When 
a boy he was engaged in farming operations 
during the greater part of the year, and in win
ter was at school, or diligently pursuing his 
studies at home. At the age of seventeen he 
commenced teaching in a village school, and in 
1833 was married to Letitia Johnston, who 
ably assisted him in the important work of 
printing, publishing, and distributing religious 
and temperance periodicals. In 1829 he, with 
those already named, signed Dr. Edgar's 
moderation pledge, but in 1832 he saw clearly 
that the Preston teetotal pledge was more 
co11sistent and effective, and he was the first 
in Belfast to adopt and sign it. 

In October, 1832, Mr. Mayne commenced 
the Irish Sabbath School .Jfagazine, with a 
portrait of Robert Raikes on the title-page, 
and a representation of Chri t blessing little 
children on the cover. He was then an hon. 
secretary of the Belfa t Sunday- chool Union, 
commenced in 1821, and embracing all the 
Protestant schools in Belfast and vicinity, 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Methodist. 
In 1833 he commenced the jjfontlzly Gleaner, 
or Youths' Jfagazine, which had a circulation 
of about 4000 monthly in Belfa ·t and the pro
vince of Ulster. It was nrnde up of incidents, 
anecdotes, hymns, and Scripture expositions. 
In 1834 he commenced the Presbyterian Penny 
.Magazine, or Protestant J.1fissionary Revivalist, 
with a portrait of Martin Luther on the cover. 
In 1836 he commenced tbe Ternperance In
telligencer, illustrated with cuts, and contain
ing information from America, reports of 
meetings at home, &c. 

In the same year the Belfast Total Absti
nence Society commenced its operations, and 
held meetings weekly, at which many thou
sands of the working-classes were induced to 
sign the pledge. Dr. Edgar preached a violent 
sermon against total abstinence (noticed later 
on) in Dr. Morgan's Presbyterian church, 
Fisherw,i.ck Place, Belfast; and also in the 
Methodist church in Donega.11 Square, of 
which the Rev. Matthew Tobias was min
ister. In order to refute Dr. Edgar's erroneous 
statements Mr. John Cadbury, of Birming
ham, was written to, and he sent John Hock-

ings, the Birmingham black mith, who ad
dressed great meetings of working men in 
Belfast and district, and did good service. 
Mr. Mayne visited the ships in the port, and 
also the Belfast barracks, and induced num
bers of soldiers and sailors to become tee
totallers. At a later period about 400 men in 
one regiment stationed at Belfast, most of 
them Roman Catholics, signed the pledge of 
Father Mathew, and got medals. 

"During all this time," says Mr. Mayne in 
a letter to the writer of these pages, "Pro
testant ministers and churches seemed to take 
no interest in forwarding tbe movement. 
Now, thank the Most High, through the 
agency of temperance workers and the distri
bution of temperance information, all this 
deadness, lukewarmness, and opposition has 
gone." Thus speaks the veteran of eighty
fi ve in a letter full of interesting and valuable 
information. Over forty years ago Mr. Mayne 
took charge of the Ulster National Book and 
Bible Depository, which has since then greatly 
extended its operations. 

Mr. Mayne feelingly deplores the opposition 
to teetotalism manifested by Profes or Edgar, 
and says that this opposition "had a very 
prejudicial effect for many years in both Bel
fast and Ul ter. We are very thankful now 
that the blessell system in all the churches is 
in the ascendant." As illustrating the truth 
of th Scripture maxim, "Train up a child in 
the way that he should go and when he is old 
he will not depart from it," we add the follow
ing facts:-

WILLIAM ERSKINE MAYNE, eldest son of 
Mr. Mayne, was born in 1833, and has always 
been an abstainer, alld for many years a vege
tarian also. He succeeded his father in the 
business, and now manages the Tract and 
Book Depot. He superintends a Sunday
school and Boys' Brigade, is an active member 
of the orders of Rechabites, Good Templars, 
&c., and is a useful temperance worker. 

THOMAS S. MAYNE, the next son, is in 
business in Liverpool, has been an abstainer 
from his youth, and takes a warm interest in 
the movement. Another son is in London; 
a fourth in Melbourne, with a wife and seven 
children all abstainers. His two daughters 
and their husbands and children reside in 
Belfast, and are all total abstainers. 

The real nature of the movement in 1829 is 
fully stated in the following address published 
by the Ulster Temperance Society in 1830 :-
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"While temperance societies are founded 
on the great laws of Christian charity and 
self-preservation, they do not interfere with 
the peculiarities of any religious creed. Their 
bond of union is not a common belief, but a 
common practice; and they have enrolled 
among their members Roman Catholics and 
Protestants-men of the most varied political 
and religious sentiments. Their means of 
reformation are those alone which Scripture 
and reason warrant-information, exhortation, 
and united exertion. The world has been 
fatally deceived respecting excellencies which 
have been falsely attributed to intoxicatiug 
liquors. Tempera.nee societies circulate infor
mation respecting their real properties and 
uses. They appeal to a multitude of facts for 
proof that intoxicating liquors are, for all 
common purposes, completely useless. They 
do not maintain that it is sinful to drink 
intoxicating liquors; but they do maintain, 
not only that every man may abstain from 
their use if he pleases, but that circumstances 
may readily arise which will render it 'expe
dient' and 'good' for him to do so. The Word 
of God and reason thus furnish temperance 
societies with much higher ground than they 
claim; for their regulations only prohibit the 
use of distilled spirits, and prescribe modera
tion in other intoxicating liqnors. No man 
who uses ardent spirits, except as a medicine, 
can be a member; nor can any one be con
tinued a member who indulges to excess in 
fermented liquors. In the two centuries dur
ing which distilled spirits have been used in 
these countries they have proved themselves 
by far too insidious and violent a stimulant, 
and too capable of excitiug passion and lead
ing to excess, to be used as an article of diet 
at all. Madness and other diseases, crime and 
misery, an<l premature mortality have pre
vailed in proportion to the quantity of ardent 
spirits used; and while the radical evil remains 
of permitting them to be used as a common 
beverage at all, the pulpit and press, and the 
voice of private benevolence attempt in vain 
to arrest the progress of intemperance, and all 
the nameless ills which the use of ardent 
spirits invariably brings in its train. The 
members of temperance societies abstain from 
the use of distilled spirits, and they entreat 
others to do the same, because they are for all 
common purposes useless; because the highest 
medical authorities living have declared that 
they should be renounced by all persons in 

health as most obnoxious superfluities; be
cause they are injurious instead of beneficial 
to men in health, weakening instead of 
giving strength, causing three-fomths of all 
beggary and crime, one-half of all maduess, 
one-half of all sudden deaths, more than one
eighth of deaths in persons above twenty 
years of age, and being, in the words of the 
surgeon-general of His Majesty's forces in 
Ireland, the 'chiefest of the chief causes of 
disease and premature mortality.' The mem
bers of temperance societies abstain from dis
tilled spirits because the moderate use of so 
insidious and violent a stimulant leads to the 
habitual use, and habitual use is the high-road 
to confirmed drunkenness; because the tem
perate, by the good qualities which they 
falsely ascribe to distilled spirits, by treating 
of servants, children, customers, visitors, aud 
by the apology which their moderate use of so 
dangerous an article furnishes for intemper
ance, are the chief agents in promoting and 
perpetuating drunkenness; and in a word, 
because the whole system of manufactnring 
and selling and drinking distilled spirits 
derives its respectability and support from 
the temperate, and must eventually fall to the 
ground, with all the unnumbered ills which it 
entails, if the temperate desert it. The sum 
total of the plan of temperance societies is in
cluded in one short sentence, which constitutes 
their fundamental principle, without oath, or 
vow, or payment of money, or any burden 
whatever- ' We, whose names are subscribed, 
resolve to abstain from the use of distilled 
spirits, and to discountenance the causes and 
practices of intemperance.' Such is the aston
ishing influence of this simple principle that 
though it is only a few months since temper
ance societies were heard of in Europe, there 
are already in the province of Ulster alone 
between fifty and sixty societies, containing 
about three thousand members, besides the 
flourishing societies in the remaining provinces. 
It is acknowledged, even by enemies, that 
great good has already been done, not only in 
shutting up the school of drunkeuness among 
the intemperate, but in effecting the reforma
tion of drunkards. The members of temper
ance societies have only to persevere and 
their cause will assuredly triumph." 

Not only were the pioneers of the move
ment earnest and zealous, but they were very 
sanguine and expected to succeed. Alas! 
many of them were led to see that the work 
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was not so easily accomplished as they so 
vainly imagined, and that something more 
must be done than merely abstaining from 
the use of ardent spirits. 

Of the mem hers of the Ulster Temperance 
Society, PHILIP CECIL CRAMPTON-afterwards 
Judge Crampton-was one of the first, ablest, 
and most active advocates. In 1830, when 
practising at the bar, he appeared at the first 
annual meeting of the Ulster Temperance 
Society, and in a most effective speech of two 
hours' duration did much to give stability to 
the young institution. In 1831, when solici
tor-general for Ireland, he attended the first 
annual meeting of the British and Foreign 
Temperance Society in Exeter Hall, along 
with Professor Edgar, and explained with 
admirable tact and skill the principles of the 
movement. In the following year he was 
again present at the anniversary of the same 
society. He had meanwhile been elevated to 
the bench. Professor Edgar felt some anxiety 
as to whether his lordship would deem it 
consistent with his advanced rank to appear 
before the public as an advocate of the tem
perance reform. His doubts, however, were 
speedily set at rest, for Judge Crampton, in 
reply to an inquiry, right nobly answered: 
"You ask how my new station will affect the 
temperance cause? It will not, be assured, 
abate my zeal in furthering that good cause 
in which I had the plea ure of beiug a brother 
missionary with the worthy Tobias and your
self. I cannot, perhaps, repeat such a circuit 
with my temperance associates as that to 
which I allude, and upon which I always look 
back with pleasure; but I trust to be able to 
find both time and opportunity for aiding the 
progress of the temperance reformation." 

In December, 1838, Judge Crampton at
tended the annual meetings of the Ulster 
Temperance Society in Belfast. In one of 
his addresses upon the occasions referred to 
his lordship said : "The converts to the cause 
may now be reckoned by thousands-nay, by 
tens of thousands. If we could have counted 
the host of stars that spangled the firmament 
yesterday we might be able to count the 
members of the society. I have called Belfast 
the citadel of the temperance cause, and am I 
not right in doing so? Belfast was its birth
place, and it was the Irish missionaries that 
converted Scotland,1 and England, and Wales." 

\Not Scotland, as will be seen later on. 

In his notes on Early Temperance Sti·uggles, 
the late Richard .Allen, Esq., of Dublin, re
marks: " I may tell you of Judge Crampton 
(then solicitor-general) haranguing in the 
Tailors' Hall, Bank Lane, Dublin,-his chair 
an upturned empty beer-barrel; of some of 
us addressing a very motley crowd in an 
empty shop, or store, in Francis Street-very 
impromptu, untrained orators we were-the 
audience wondering at the ridiculous truth 
about giving up beer, porter, or whisky, the 
then universal panacea for many of the ills 
that flesh is heir to,-so good for keeping out 
the heat in summer and the cold in winter. 
Our doctrine they deemed simply sheer non
sense" (Sherlock's Erin's Jubilee, 1879, p. 64). 

Judge Crampton was a total abstainer for 
more than thirty years, and never, from the 
first moment that he espoused the principle 
to the last of his life did he ever omit a single 
opportunity of recommending its general adop
tion. He was a munificent supporter of the 
various temperance organizations, and one of 
his latest public acts was the offer of a very 
considerable sum towards the endowment of 
a coffee palace and reading-room in the town 
of Bray. He was also a warm advocate of 
the Permissive Bill. He died at his beautiful 
villa, St. Vallerie, County Wicklow, in the 
early part of 1 63, at the almost patriarchal 
age of eighty-one years. "He lived as a 
humbl Chri tian, ke ping to the last a hope 
blooming with immortality." 

TheDnblin Temperance Society was founded 
by Joshua Harvey, M.D., in the latter part 
of October, or early in November, 1829, 
as an ".Association for Discountenancing In
temperance." It had a depository at No. 10 
William Street, and among its most active 
promoters were Dr. Harvey, P. C. Crampton, 
Dr. J. Cheyne, Councillor Mackay, and the 
Rev. William Urwick, D.D., of York Street 
Independent Church, Dublin, the whole of 
whom were more advanced than Dr. Edgar. 

Dr. Harvey resided for some years at 
Y oughall, and died at Cork, November 30th, 
1871, aged eighty-one years. Dr.John Cheyne 
was physician to the forces in Ireland, and 
author of the Lettei·s of a Physi"cian, which 
were printed and published by Dr. Harvey 
as the first of a series of valuable tracts de
nominated" The Dublin Temperance Tracts." 
These letters contained some of the very first 
utterances in favour of total abstinence, and 
were supplemented by the fourth of the serie:> 
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from the pen of the Rev. Wm. Urwick, D.D., 
which was still more pronounced in its utter
ances, and these, no doubt, were the basis upon 
which the Warrington Manifesto was built 
(see Chapter IV.). 

RICHARD DAVIS ·WEBB was one of the early 
strugglers in the temperance movement, an<l 
one of the first members of the Hibernian 
Temperance Society. His interest in the 
cause continued unabated to the last. Mr. 
Webb died at Dublin, July 19th, 1872, at an 
advanced age. 

In 1880 the Rev. Robert Sewell, of Lon
donderry, in A Brief Chapter on Ternperance 
Work for One Year, Half a Centur.IJ Ago, said 
that he bad in his possession a printed circular 
explaining the objects of the (Dublin) Society, 
and on the fly-leaf, in writing, an acknow
ledgment as follows:-" The Dublin Temper
ance Society returns thanks to the Rev. W. 
Urwick for his donation of one pound towards 
a fund for printing and circulating informa
tion agreeably to the annexed printed letter. 
For the Society, J. Harvey, M.D., Secretary 
pro tempore, 46 William Street, 22 of 10 mo, 
1829." 

On the 22d of March, 1830, a meeting was 
held at Londonderry for the purpose of form
ing a temperance society, but owing to an 
"uproarious opposition, got up by some in
terested. and deputed" per ons, the meeting 
adjourn d to the 25tb, when the Londonderry 
Temperance Society was established. Unlike 
the Belfast society, which was commenced 
mainly by ministers, the Londonderry had 
but one minister among its original members. 

The following is a copy of the placard an
nouncing the commencement of this society:-

" NOTICE. 
To PERSONS OF ALL RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIO "S. 

On Sunday Evening, March 2lst, 1830, 
at 7 o'clock, 

A SERMON 
Will be preached in Bridge Street Chapel 

By the REv. J. RADCLIFFE, 
On 'The Duty of Abstinence from Ardent 

Liquors.' 

"On Monday evening, the 22d instant, at 
seven o'clock, a public meeting of the Friends 
of Temperance will be held in the same place, 
when a Temperance Society will be formed 
for this city and neighbourhood. 

"As this is a subject in which persons of 
every 1·eligious ci·eed can most cordially unite, 

it is hoped that Roman Catholics and Protes
tants of all denominations will attend. 

''Londonderry, 16th March, 1830. 
"Printed at the L'-Derry Sentinel Office." 
The Rev. James Radcliffe was pastor of 

the Bridge Street Independent Church, and 
preached as announced, his text being, "Woe 
unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, 
tha.t puttest thy bottle to him, and makest 
him drunken also" (Habakkuk ii. 15). 

At the meeting on the 25th twenty-three 
persons signed the pledge; and a committee 
of seventeen gentlemen of the city and neigh
bourhood, with Mr. Radcliffe as chairman, 
was duly appointed. Mr. Robert E. MacLenn 
was secretary, and Mr. Andrew Hamilton, a 
deacon of Mr. Radcliffe's church, was the 
treasurer. 

On the 28th of March the committee met 
again, and an accession of twenty-four mem
bers, making the total forty-seven, was then 
reported. 

In October, 1830, the society had branches 
at Comber, Killea, and Prehen; and J. D. 
Jackson, K.C., presiding barrister, was pre
sident; Rev. J. Radcliffe, vice-president. 

On the 2d of March, 1831, the Rev. Mr. 
Crawford, wbo had given in his adhesion to 
the cause, was elected a member of the com
mittee, and gave bis church for temperance 
meetings, becoming an eloquent advocate "in 
the pulpit and on the platform" of the society. 
The society also agreed to co-operate with 
Mrs. Stirling of Foyle Street in opening a 
temperance coffee - house (Irish Temperance 
League Journal, January l st, 18 0). 

In 1829 the Rev. George \Vhitmore Carr, of 
New Ross, visited MR. JOHN KINLEY TENER 
at his residence, Moree, County Tyrone, and 
explained to him the nature and. objects of 
temperance societies so fully and intelligently 
that Mr. Tener at once gave in his adhesion, 
and became an early disciple of temperance. 
He soon saw his way to the principles of 
entire abstinence, and was one of the first 
teetotallers in Ireland. He afterwards be
came well known in connection with the pro
hibitory territory in County Tyron e, so often 
referred to at alliance and temperance meet
ings, the public-houses having been cleared 
off by his influence and exertions. He was 
a J.P., and some time before his death was a 
resident of Dublin. He died on the 25th J anu
ary, 1879, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

The Hibernian Temperance Society was 
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publicly inaugur:\ted in the Rotunda, Dublin, 
ou Weclnesda.y, Jnne lst, 1831, P. C. Cramp
ton, solicitor - general, in the chair: when it 
was resolved that the solicitor-general be tbe 
president, aud Lord Cloncnrry and the Right 
Rev. Dr. Doyle the vice - presidents; Dr. 
Ada.ms, John Mackay, A . E. Gayer, and Dr. 
J. Harvey, the secretaries. The following 
gentlemen were appointed as a committee 
until the next annual meeting :- Dr. Cheyne, 
Dr . . Morgan, John 1ackay, Dr. Adams, Sir 
James Douglas, A. E . Gayer, Rev. William 
Urwick, James Bessonett, S. Bevan, Joshua C. 
·walker, Rev. John Spratt, Edward Barring
ton, Dr. Pope, Alderman Morgan, and Richard 
Allen, with such persons as they might feel 
disposed to add to their number. 

At the first anniversary of the Hibernian 
Temperance Society the president, Mr. P. C. 
Crampton, Solicitor-general for Ireland, said: 
"He was happy to sta.te that there were now 
upwards of 15,000 members of temperance 
societies in Ireland." 

The movement in Ireland grew rapidly, 
like Jonah's gourd, but it had as little per
manent life in it, for it was only a summer 
flower, which soon withered and died. Its 
principle was that of abstinence from ardent 
spirits, and its members were exposed to 
temptation, and therefore mnny fell back into 
their old habits, by trying to drink fermented 
and intoxicating liqu r · in motl ration, as 
allowed by their pledge. 

The most zealous and con istent members 
of the original temperance societies took higher 
ground, aud will be heard of again in subse
queut chapters. 

Iuasmucb as the first orgauize<l efforts in 
Irelarnl were not commenced until A ngust, 
1829, and the following facts show that a 
similar movement was going on in Scotland, 
and active operations commenced there during 
the self-same month, we fail to see how the 
Irish missionaries can be credited with the 
honours claimed for them by some of their 
advocates. 

In his History of the Temperance ilf ovement 
in Glasgow (1855, p. 12) Mr. Edward Morris, 
one of the most laborious and faithful tem
perance workers Scotland ever had, says : 
"John Dunlop (late of Greenock) was the 
founder of the Scottish temperance societies 
on the moderation principle borrowed from 
America, and Greenock wa the :first town 
where Mr. Dunlop established the :first of 

these national reforming institutions, destined 
to work marvellous good for the huruan rnce." 
He further states that Mr. Dunlop commenced 
his great temperance labours in 182 , and 
that he had many a weary journey between 
Greenock and Glasgow before he could ac
complish his fond object. He remarks: 
""'Wise men then thought the sch eme utopian . 
None disputed the evils of clrunkenne ·s-all 
confessed its extensive ravages, but to stop it 
they saw not the way. The preachers of re
ligion, as well as their listening audiences, 
stoutly defended the moderate use, thourrh not 
the excess, of all strong drinks, and they quoted 
the Bible, as they erroneously read it, to de
fend this sad moderation in 'biting and 
stinging' drugs; for, after all, what are these 
intoxicauts but drugs, and bad drugs too?" 

William Collins, the Gla gow publisher 
(father of Sir \;"\Tilliam Collins), was the first 
person to respond accordance with Mr. Dun
lop, and be became the life and soul of the 
Glasgow movement. Mr .. Collius was a man 
of an ardent moral temperament, and what
ever he took in hand must be done 'vith 
energy, and his whole sn bseq uent life proved 
this to be true. On the 2 th of August, 1829, 
a. private meeting wa helu in the house of 1\fr. 
John Ker (of the firm of Allan, Ker, & Co.), 
at Greenock, when Mr. John Dunlop gave a 
·tatement regarding the operations of the 
American t rnperance societie , and recom
mended the formation of similar societie iu 
Scotland. As nothing definite was arrived 
at, another meeting was l1eld in th e house of 
Mr. J . B. Kirk, surgeon, Greenock, September 
5th, 1829, when, after a long discussion, Mr. 
Dunlop proposed the adoption of a pledge 
on the American principle. To this an 
amendment was propo eel, prohibiting the 
use of all spirituous and fermented liquors. 
Another proposal was made to the effect that 
those who abstained from all intoxicating 
liquors should have their name distinguished 
in the roll-book, by having a cross made with 
red ink prefixed to their names. This meet
ing also broke up without coming to any 
definite arrangement. 

Between this and the next meeting, and 
whilst the subject was under cousideration, 
two ladies-Misses Allan an<l Graham- hav
ing heard of the movement in America, took 
action, and formed a temperance society for 
women on the Arnericau plan, at Maryhill, 
near Glasgow, October lst, 1829. 
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Although this was actually the first society 
of the kind in Scotland, it was not the foun
tain from whence emanated the great temper
ance movemeut. Nevertheless, honour is due 
to the ladies, who did what they could, and 
that promptly. 

Nothing daunted, Mr. Dunlop renewed his 
efforts, and on the 5th of October, 1829, an
other meeting was held in the shop of Mr. R. 
B. Lusk, bookseller, Greenock, when it was 
unanimously decided, on the motion of Mr. 
Dunlop, that a society should be formed. 

After discussing the question as to what 
basis the society should be upon, it was re
solved that it should be "total abstinence 
from all intoxicating liquors." A pledge was 
drawn up and signed by four persons, and on 
the following day the number of signatures 
was increased to twelve. The following are 
the words of the pledge adopted:-" We, the 
undersigned, hereby agree to abstain from all 
spirituous and fermented liquors for two years 
from this date, 5th October, 1829 (Macuair's 
Birthdays of Teetotalism, p. 12). 

On the 6th of October the twelve held an
other meeting, when Mr. Dunlop urged that 
the word "fermented" should be struck out 
of the pledge, as it would prevent ministers 
and other influential gentlemen from joining 
the society. Mr. Macnair says that this 
proposal was rejected, and therefore Mr. 
Dunlop withdrew from them He further 
adds that on the 18th of September, 1829, 
Ir. Dunlop bad met a number of persons in 

the Religious Institution Rooms, Glasgow, to 
whom he gave au account of the temperance 
societies of America. In the course of the 
discussion which followed, one man gave ex
pression to the opinion that "sue'.~ societies 
would never work in Scotland." Mr. Dunlop 
had thus been actively engaged for some 
length of time in sowing the seed and prepar
ing the way for the formation of temperance 
societies on the same principle as those in 
America. He did not see his way to go so 
far as entire abstinence, and on leaving the 
total abstainers he gathered together a few 
friends, and started a society at Greenock, 
on the 6th of October, 1829, so that it ap
pears that there were two societies and two 
distinct pledges in existence at this early 
period - moderation, and total abstinence. 
The first public meeting of the Greenock 
Temperance Society was held on March 4, 
1830, when an eloquent address was delivered 

by Dr. J. B. Kirk, one of the eleven total 
abstaiuers, aud he was followed by the Rev. 
John Edgar of Belfast, and others. At this 
meeting an effort was made to procure the 
union of the two sections-temperance men 
and total abstainers. A third pledge, inteudecl 
as a compromise, was adopted, but soon fell 
into disuse, and in a short time all who agreed 
to abstain from ardent spirits were freely ad
mitted. The Greenock society thus reverted 
to Mr. Dunlop's early pledge, but, as will be 
shown, the total abstainers did not abandon 
their pledge. 

Mr. DUNLOP was the first president, and 
Mr. J. J. E. Lr TON the first secretary of the 
Greenock Temperance Society. Mr. Linton 
afterwards emigrated to Canada, where he 
became an active, earnest temperance reformer, 
and an esteemed public official. The Rev. 
Mr. Auld was the first minister of the gospel 
to join the Greenock society and advocate its 
claims. 

Mr. Dunlop renewed his efforts in Glasgow, 
and despite the opposition of ministers and 
divinity students, who at the fir t treated 
him as a man "utterly vain and foolish," be 
succeeded in forming a society in that city on 
the 12th of November, 1829, one of its ablest 
and best supporters being Mr. William Collins, 
through whose instrumentality the consti
tution of the Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Temperance Society was drawn up and signed 
Ly niue individuals. 

In 1830 the name was changed to that of 
the Scottish Temperance Society, aud in 
December of that year Mr. Robert Kettle 
became assistant to Mr. Patrick Letham, 
treasurer of the society, and in the following 
year one of the secretaries of the society. 

On the first of June, 1830, the first number 
of a temperance periodical, entitled The Tem
perance Record, was issued, being printed and 
published by W. Collins, Glasgow, who, as 
will be seen farther on, became a most la
borious and earnest worker, and possibly did 
more for the furtherance of the cause in Scot
land and parts of England than any other man 
of his day. It is to the discredit of the more 
wealthy members of the society that, when it 
was broken up and had to give place to total 
abstinence, they left Mr. Collins over £200 to 
pay out of bis own private means, despite his 
abundant labours and munificent contribu
tions to the cause (Macnair's Birthdays, p. 15). 

On the 15th February, 1830, the Dun-
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ferrnline Temperance Society was established, 
after a lecture by Mr. Harris. Others were 
formed shortly afterwards, and in the course 
of about twelve months upwards of one hun
dred societies were established in Scotland, 
the total number of members being estimated 
at about 15,000. These societies were based 
upon the American principle- abstinence 
from ardent spirits. 

Amongst the many publications supplied to 
the friends of temperance societies in Scot
land were the Rev. Lyman Beecher's Six 
Serrnons on the Evils of Intemperance, which 
were reprinted and widely circulated, and 
copies of this and other publications were 
placed in the hands of gentlemen living in 
other parts of the British Empire, some of 
whom became interested in the subject, and 
were pioneers and apostles of temperance in 
their own immediate districts. 

It may perhaps be well to remark here that 
in th e early days of the movement the terms 
"temperance" and "total abstinence"-after
wards expressed in the word" teetotalism"
had distinct and specific meanings, and were 
never, as they are now, deemed to be synony
mous, which they certainly are not. Many 
societies, strictly teetotal, or on abstinence 
principles, and others based upon the principles 
of the early societies, bear the somewhat 
dubious title of temperance societies, and 
some of the former date their origin from the 
introduction of the first or anti-spirit pledge of 
the society, when teetotalism was not known 
or recognized by them. This is misleading, 
and tends to mystify dates, &c., causing 
students of the history of the movement much 
trouble and annoyance. Nevertheless in some 
instances the society is the continuous successor 
of the old moderation or anti-spirit pledge 
society. 

As will be clearly shown by and by, there 
were at this time no bona fide teetotal, or total 
abstinence societies in England, nor indeed in 
Ireland or Scotland, except that of Skibbereen, 
in Ireland, which was no part of the general 
movement started by Dr. Edgar and others; 
and those in Scotland were but transient or 
sleeping until the general awakening in 1834, 
when the first bona fide and exclusively total 
abstinence societies were inaugurated, and the 
principle largely adopted. 

Of the many names which figure in the 
history of the temperance reformation in 
Scotland none stands more prominently for-

ward than that of Macnair. Few men have 
had such a lengthened co1mection, and none 
have maintained a course of unswerving 
fidelity to its principles more faithfully than 
MR. JAMES MACNAIR of Glasgow. "His 
father was far in advance of bis times. 
Though following the humble occupation of 
a sawyer of wood, he was a very remarkalJle 
man. He had received little or no school 
education, but he became an able and fluent 
speaker, and spoke forcibly against the corn
laws and other iniquitous enactments. In 
1819 he was president of the Greenock Radical 
Association (the members of which abstained 
from all kinds of intoxicating liquors, t ea, 
coffee, tobacco, &c.), and was only saved from 
imprisonment by the provost of the town 
striking his name out of the list of those to be 
arrested, saying, as he did so, that he would 
become surety for David Macnair on account 
of bis known good character. David Macnair 
was of cultured intellect, as his published 
poems indicate, and his well-selected library 
showed his literary tastes. He was a practical 
abstainer from all intoxicating liquors, and 
also from tobacco, tea, and coffee. As an 
illustration of his adherence to principle, it 
may be meutioned that, having come into 
possession of a public-house through marriage 
be gave it up, as he believed that it was a 
disreputable business." 

From such a stock James Macnair prung. 
He was born at Roseueath, NovemlJer 11, 
1807, his father being then employed in the 
erection of the Duke of Argyle's castle. The 
family afterwards returned to Greenock, and 
at an early age James was sent out to work, 
and learned the trade of lath-splitter. When 
but a youth be was put in charge of impor
tant jobs, his native strength of character and 
his total abstinence training fitting him for 
posts above his years. From infancy be was 
an abstainer from alcoholic liquors, and this 
home-training was strengthened by the prac
tice and character of his Sunday - school 
teacher, Mr. Thomas Ferrie, who was an 
abstainer, and took pains to warn his pupils 
against the drinking customs of society. Mr. 
Macnair's aversion to strong drink was further 
intensified by the sad end of a beloved com
panion, who was shot dead by a party of 
drunken volunteers. 

In course of time Mr. Macnair became a 
Sunday-school teacher, and one of his fellow
teacbers fell into habits of intemperance. 
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Mr. Macnair urged the elders of the church 
to adopt total abstinence as the only plan to 
save their erring brother, and then began the 
discussion which lasted from 1825 to 1829. 
M essrs. Macnair, Dr. J. B. Kirk, and Daniel 
Richmond took vigorous action, and employed 
learned men to translate those portions of 
Scripture which bore on the question, and 
thus were fully able to meet their opponents. 

Mr. Macnair followed up these Biblical 
researches by waiting upon many of the min
isters to discuss with them what is now best 
known as the Bible Wine Question, and he 
introduced it into the courts of the Reformed 
Presby terian Church, of which he was a mem
ber. He was probably one of the very first 
to move for the privilege of using unfermented 
wine at the table of the Lord, and after a 
severe and protracted discussion in the ses
sion of the congregation to w hicb he belonged, 
he was refused the ordinance of baptism to 
his children on account of bis refusal to take 
intoxicating liquor. He appealed to the pres
bytery, then to the synod, and finally suffered 
excommunication rather than violate his con
scientious convictions. 

Mr. Macnair was for some time president 
of the Tradeston Total Ab tinence Society, 
established January 15th, 1832, and he took 
an active pa.rt in preparing and circulating 
information on almost every aspect of the 
question. He was the conductor of the weekly 
meetings in the Lyceum Rooms, and was one 
of the prime movers in the Spreull's Court 
meetings, taking au active pa.rt in the discus
sions carried on there every Thursday evening. 
He was the acknowledged champion ou the 
Scriptural argument, and whenever that view 
of the question was attacked be was called to 
tbefront,andalways vanquished bis oppouents. 
It was at his earnest solicitations that the vari
ous sections in Scotland were united, and the 
Eastern and Western Temperance Unions 
were the result. Mr. Macnair gave his ad
hesion to the Western Union, because it was 
more thorough, and renounced all intoxicating 
liquors, whilst the Eastern permitted the use 
of small beer. To the Western Union he 
presented a printing-press co ting £80, to 
enable them to carry on more efficiently their 
publishing department. 

At this time Mr. Macnair was a prosperous 
wood-merchant in Glasgow, and the owner of 
considerable property. He purchased a large 
plot of ground at Paisley Toll, and built on it 

a range of finely-finished houses, but he was a 
little in advance of the times, and mR.ny of 
them stood for some time without tenants. 
He was eventually compelled to sell the pro
perty at a sacrifice, and he then emigrated to 
New Zealand. Here he manifested the same 
devotion in the promulgation of temperance 
principles amongst both the Maories and the 
English colonists. He bought a large allot· 
ment of land in a district which he anticipated 
would yet become populous. After sorn e years 
of hardships, his wife, who had gone abroad 
with great reluctance, longed to get home to 
Glasgow. The family left the colony, a.nd 
now the chief street in Auckland is built on 
ground which formed part of the holding of 
James Macna.ir. On leaving he was presented 
with a testimonial on account of the great 
work accomplished by him in the promotion 
of the temperance cause. 

On his return to Gla gow he opened a tem
perance hotel in Union Street, and for some 
years acted as an agent for the Midlalld 
Counties Temperance League. In 1860 he 
opened a private establishment for the cure 
of dipsomaniacs at St. Catherine's, Locbfyne, 
where his wife died in 1861. From that time 
be chiefly resided in Glasgow, and devoted 
himself to the furtheran ce of the temperance 
cause as opportunity served. To the very 
last he retained his early convictions as to the 
injurious effects of all narcotics, including ten 
coffee, and tobacco, and lived the same simple 
life. He suffered from the effects of a fall 
from the roof of bis own dwelling in the 
neighbourhood of Airdrie, and never fully 
recovered his strength. During the later 
years of his life he was a familiar figure at 
the meetings of the Scottish Temperance 
League, and annually brought forward a mo
tion for the entire suppression of the liquor 
traffic by imperial enactment, which was 
regularly defeated. 

Mr. Macnair's total abstinence creed was a 
very simple one. He believed that intoxicat
ing liquors were bad as beverages, and useful 
only in medicine and in the arts; therefore 
their manufacture and sale as beverages should 
be entirely suppressed by the government. He 
rejected all compromises, whether in the shape 
of restriction, or through the Permissive Bill 
or Local Option. Even those who were bis 
strongest opponents believed in his honesty 
of purpose and simplicity of motive, and the 
integrity of his personal character, his early 
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hbonrs, and persistent fidelity to the prin
ciples of which he was an early pioneer, make 
his name one to "be held in everlasting re
membrance." 

He died in October, 1883, in the seveuty
sixtb year of his age, and was interred in the 
Calton Bnrial-ground, Glasgow. 

DR. J.B. KIRK, of Greenock, was an earnest 
public-spirited man, and an able, eminent, and 
enthusiastic physician, and one of the most 
htborious of the pioneers of teruperance in 
Scotland. In an obituary notice the Scottisli 
Temperance League Journal for June 18th, 
1859, says: "Many and spirit-stirring were 
the public meetings the doctor addressed 
in Greenock; and from some of these large 
pecuniary proceeds were realized. One meet
ing, if we remember rightly, yielded some
where about £60, which was handed over to 
the funds of the infirmary. His pen, too, 
was engaged, as well as his living voice; and 
we have beard some of the most eminent of 
the scientific leaders of the cause acknowledge 
their obligatious to the writings of Dr. Kirk 
at that early stage, as contributing not a little 
to shape or confirm their conclusions. It is an 
interestiug fact, moreover, that speaks much 
for the Lold, advanced character of his intui
tion , that he streuuously held from the very 
first, that the total abstinence testimony, after
wards inaugurated at Preston, was the only 
consistent and efficacious method, however 
expediency might dictate the moderation 
scheme by way of preliminary and tentative 
effort. This true method had occurred to 
him, just as it did shortly after to friends of 
the temperance cause in Paisley, Dunfermline, 
and doubtless in many other places." 

This fully confirms the statements of Mr. 
James Macnair in his Birtlzclaysof Temperance, 
and strengthens the views be there sets forth: 
"Under the influ ence of bis ardour-which, 
besides temperance and his own profession, 
ern braced popular lectures on chemistry and 
other subjects-the doctor was overtaken by 
a paralytic shock some time prior to the first 
vi itation of cholera in 1832. From that be 
recovered, to plunge anew into the laborious 
duties and excitements of his profession, 
aggravated by all the peril and popular 
jealousy and alarm which attended that dire 
scourge. He paid a visit to Newcastle, 
Sunderland, and other infected districts, the 
result of which, and of his ow11 professional 
ob ·ervations, he embodied in an able pam-

phlet, which we read with much pleasure 
a11d profit on the second outbreak of the 
scourge in 1848, and which, we believe, was 
the first clearly and distinctly to propound 
the important fact that cholera, generally be
gins in the form of commo11 diarrhcea, and 
is, at that stage, ea ily curable. Subsequent 
efforts, arising out of these conclusions, i11 
connection with a cholera hospital, and storms 
of popular jealousy, the result of brutish 
ignorance and misconception, which sometimes 
imperilled his life, induced fresh strokes of 
paralysis, which soon completed what the first 
had begun, and speedily snatched him for 
ever-not as yet froru time, but from publie 
life. He11ceforth, to all practical intents and 
purposes, professional or philanthropic, Dr. 
Kirk was virtually-just what most of the 
public thought him really-dead. 

"If we may slightly lift the veil from that 
twenty-five years' privacy, the doctor might 
often be recognized on the streets of Glasgow, 
a bent form, walking with tottering gait, but 
wearing an air of courteous and intellectual 
dignity which his infirmities could not dim. 
In private conversatiou his utterance, though 
often physically feeble, was incorruptibly dig
nified and elegant, and ailinent to a degree 
highly suggestive of what he must have been 
in his better days. His narrations, though 
from failure of memory oft-times repeated, 
were always intere ting; and when confrouted 
with a sick friend, his profe sional self seemed, 
for the moment, amazingly restored. Those 
years of infirmity were sustained and illumined 
by the comforts of our holy religion; and of 
late the Bible was his constant and exclusive 
companion. Struck down at last by an apo
plectic shock, he peacefully expired on Satur
day, the llth June, 1859. 

"We have entered thus minutely into the 
history of Dr. Kirk from a conviction that too 
little notice has been taken of his early exer
tions in the temperance cause, at a time when 
identification with it was more trying than it 
is uow. That his name has not been more 
mentioned in connection with the temperance 
reformation was probably less the blame of 
others than the inevitable effect of his own 
misfortunes-as will be at once apparent, from 
the foregoing account, to any considerate mind; 
but this makes it all the more incumbent on 
us not to allow the occasion of his decease to 
pass away without paying to his early zeal au<l 
worth the tribute that is clue." 
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At the close of the ;iear 1831 it was reported 
that the total membership of the Scottish 
tern perance societies was 40,000. 

WILLIAM COLLINS, father of Sir William 
Collins of Glasgow, was a native of Eastwood, 
aud received his education at the parish 
school. When about twenty-three years of 
age he went to Glasgow, and became identified 
with the Tron Church, of which he was soon 
ordained an elder; and from 1815, when Dr. 
Chalmers became the minister, Mr. Collins 
was ever ready to assist in carrying out the 
designs and aims of bis pastor, and they be
came very warm friends and co-workers. Mr. 
Collins, as already stated, was one of the 
earliest and ablest of the advocates of 1829, 
and Mr. John Dunlop found in him a 
faithful friend and fellow - labourer. Mr. 
Collins was the first enrolled member of the 
West of Scotland Temperance Society, formed 
in November, 1829, on the ardent spirit pledge 
principle. In June, 1830, he started (at Glas-

gow) The Tempe1·ance Record, acting both as 
editor and publisher. He was a most la
borious worker, and visited most of the towns 
of Scotland and England as a temperance 
advocate. Although in his early speeches in 
Manchester, Liverpool, &c., he warmly ad vo

cated entire abstinence, he was some time be
fore he actually identified himself with the 
teetotal movement, but when he did do so he 
adopted what is best known as the "long 
pledge." 

At the time of his death he was an honorary 
director of the Glasgow Free Church Abstain
ers Society. In 1851 the directors of the 
Scottish Temperance League published his 
Hm·mony between the Gospel and Temperance 
Societies, which well deserved a large circula
tion. Mr. Collins continued to take a deep 
interest in the operations of the League, and 
in other temperance organizations, to the day 
of bis death, January 2, 1853, at the age of 
sixty-four years. 
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In the autumn of 1829 the subject of tem
perance was brought before the notice of a 
few frieuds iu Liverpool by several captains 
of American vessels who were in the port, 
and who distribnted tracts illustrative of the 
subject. The reading of these tracts, and 
private conversatiou with the Am erican cap
tains, resulted in a meeting being held in the 
Bethel Union Meeting Room, Liverpool, at 
which three of the captains attended and 
gave an account of the good work done by 
the American temperance societies. In March, 
1 30, a preliminary meeting was held, at 
which a provisional committee was appoiuted 
to consider the subject. 

In the meantime action had been taken in 
another part of the country-altogether in
dependent of any knowledge of what was 
being done at Liverpool. At the time wheu 
the work of the early tern perance reformers 
in Scotland was creating some commotion 
amongst the people, MR. HENRY FORBES, an 
extensive manufacturer of Bradford, York
shire, was on one of his periodical business 
visits to Glasgow, when his attention was 
directed to this movement. He went to one 
of the meetings, and from what he there 
heard he was induced to sign the pledge, and 
on reflection he came to the determination to 
try to introduce the movement into Bradford. 
Ur. Forbes accordingly procured a supply 

of temperance publications, including Dr. 
Beecher 's Sermons, which he distributed 
amongst his friends and acquaintances, the 
result being the formation of the Bradford 
Temperance Society on the 2d of F ebruary, 
1830, the first of the kind in England. Nine 
persons subscribed their names to the pledge, 
and the meeting was adjourned to F ebruary 
5tb, when several others joined them. This 
littl e band set themselves to work, and circu
lated 17,000 tracts, and by the 14th June, 
when they held their first public meetincr, 
their numbers had increased to 180. This 
meeting was very successful, being attended 
by about 1800 persons, with Mr. J oho Rand, 
J.P., in the chair. Addresses were delivered 
by Mr. William Collins of Glasgow; Rev. 
John Edgar of Belfast; Rev. John Jackson, 
Rev. B. Godwin, and Mr. Henry Forbes. 
The society was then fully organized, and a 
treasurer, three secretaries, and a committee 
of thirty-two rnem bers appointed. Of this 
number three were ministers of the gospel, 
and fonr medical men. In 1831 the society 
engaged the services of the REV. JOHN JACK
SON of Hebden Bridge, as agent, and through 
his efforts in visiting and lecturing iu neigh
bouring towns, Bradford may justly be termed 
the mother or nurse of the early temperance 
societies in the north of England. 

Amongst the earliest friends of the cause 
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in Bradford were Mes TS. vVilliarn .Wilson, 
Thomas Beaumont, M.R.C.S., and the Rev. 
\ V m. Morgan. 

vVILLIAM WILSON was born at Esholt, in 
the parish of Otley, Octobe1· 2bth, 1767. He 
was a member of the Society of Friends, and 
a modest unassuming man, who carefully 
avoi<led e\•ery position which would expose 
him to public notoriety. He commenced 
business on his own account in Bradford, as 
a grocer and draper, but some ten years after
wards abandoned the retail bu iness au<l em
barked his capital in the wholesale business 
as a stuff merchant. He was so succes ful 
that at the age of fifty years he retired, and 
for more than thirty years afterwards de
voted his life to works of philanthropy aud 
benevolence. He was a true friend of the 
poor, and with the aid of two persons, whom 
he employed, tbe whole of Bradford and the 
surrounding villages was put under a regular 
system of domiciliary visitation. In this 
manner it is stated that he must have given 
away over £1000 per annum. 

In Mr. \Vilson the cause of temperance 
found a warm and generous friend. He 
readily assisted Mr. Forbes in the formation 
and work of the Bradford Temperance Society. 
He had tracts printe<l by tens of thousands, 
and supplied them lil>erally to his frie11ds for 
gratuitous distribution. He soon saw his way 
to total and entire abstinence, and became a 
devoted friend of that doctrine, its advocates 
al ways finding a hearty and encouraging wel
come from him. 

He wa greatly beloved by all who knew 
him, and bis counsel and advice was much 
sought after, yet few knew of his munificence 
or of the many good deeds he performed until 
after his decease. He went about doing 
good, without letting his right hand know 
wha.t his left hand did. He died on the 23d 
of NoYember, 1849, just after entering upon 
his eighty-third year. 

THOMAS BEAUMONT was a native of Castle 
DouningLon, in Leicestershire, being born 
there while his father, a Methodist preacher, 
was stationed in that circuit. His father was 
one of the early preachers who laboured in con
junction with the Rev. J obn Wesley. Thomas 
Beaumont was educated at Kingswood school, 
near Bristol, and on leaving there devoterl his 
attention to the legal profession; but finding 
that it requireLl him to work on Sunday he 
abandoned his intention and i·esolved to give 

up law for physic. He l>ecame a pupil of the 
celebrated Dr. Larner of Birmingham, with 
whom he studied for several years. He after
wards went to Edinburgh, where he attended 
the lectures of the eminent men who the11 
adorned the medical school of that university. 
Ir. Beaumont became very skilful in oper

aLi ve surgery, and his Essay on the .1.Yature 
and Properties of A lcolwlic Drink tended to 
enhance his fame. For a few years he re
sided at Guiseley, but in 1822 settled down at 
Bradford. Seeiug the ravages made by drink, 
in contrast with the advantages of total absti
nence, he earnestly entered into the advocacy 
of teetotalism, heedless of the prejudices of 
the circle in which he moved. He was a 
pious, benevolent, loving man, and a sincere 
and active member of the Wesleyan M ethodist 
Society as 1011g as he lived. Dr. Beaumont 
had very strong convictions as to the physical, 
mental,. and moral evils resulting from the 
use of tobacco iu all its forms, and he had 
arranged to deliver a public lecture on this 
subject in the Temperance Hall, Bradford, on 
Tuesday, October 18th, 1859, but died on the 
Sunday preceding, viz. October 16th, 1859, in 
the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

In the begin11i11g of 183.2 the number of 
members of the Bradford Temperance Society 
was reported at 380. From overtures made 
by this society, a county as ociation, entitled 
the Yorkshire Temperance Society, was 
established at Leeds, March 18th, 1834, when 
delegates attended from various parts of the 
country, and an interesting conference was 
held under the presidency of Mr. G. B. Browu 
of Halifax. 

A few weeks after the formation of the 
Bradford Temperance Society, Mr. G. H. 
Birkett, a member of the Society of Friends 
from Dublin, paid a visit to Warrington, and 
at a meeting held in Providence Chapel (be
longing to the Independent or Free Gospel 
Methodists), Stockton Heath, about two miles 
outside of what was then known as the town 
of Vv arrington and on the Cheshire side of 
the Mersey, the second temperance society in 
England was established, April 4th, 1830 
(Dearden's Brief History, p. 18; Star of Tem
perance, 1 35, p. 3). Afterwards, the meet
ings of the Warrington society were held in 
the Mechanics' In ·titution, Academy Place, 
Warrington. In the notices to correspon
dents of the Liverpool Mercury, April 30th, 
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1830, p. 142, we find the following:-" War
rington Temperance Society.-We have re
ceived a communication which a Warriugton 
friend has been so obliging as to forward us, 
and shall with pleasure give it a place in the 
K aleidoscope . . Nothing would promote the 
lamlable views of these temperance associa
tions as much as the more general introduction 
of good nice ale, for we are assured that people 
in general will not rest contented with water; 
they not only will have, but ought occasion
ally to have, some more generous beverage, 
and we know of none so proper as good ale." 

Such were the views of the then editor of 
the Liverpool jJJercu1·y, who it was evident was, 
like thou antls more, labouring under what 
Mr. J oseph Livesey, of Preston, afterwards 
aptly termed "The Great Delusiou." 

Ou referring to page 362- 3 of the Kaleido
scope for 1830-a literary weekly journal in 
quarto form issued by the proprietors of the 
JJfercury at 3-!d. per number-we :fiud the do
cnrnent referred to was one of the earliest, 
most able, and logical epitomes of temperauce 
principles ever published. It contained a 
number of arguments in favour of temperance 
societies, clearly and tersely enforced, proving 
that the writer was well posted on the sub
ject, and had a thorough appreciation of the 
true and only substantial basis on which such 
societies should be formed . It was a purely 
total abstinence manifesto, as fully ad vane d 
a mo t temperance reformers of the present 
day would endorse, and clearly showed that 
total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors 
wa imperatively necessary. 

Although it is somewhat lengthy, it is so 
very valuable tliat we give it in its entirety, 
being persuaded that many will wonder why 
it has been so long kept in the background. 
Herein is the groundwork or basis upon 
which the teetotal movement was founded, 
furnishin g texts for the advocates of what 
was afterwards propounded as a new discovery, 
a higher, better plan of temperauce r eform. 
It reads as follows:-

"A FEW ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF 
TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES. 

ADDRESSED TO THE INHABITANTS OF WARRINGTON. 

A man has no more need of intoxicating liquors titan 
of arsenic or opium. 

TOUCH NOT, TASTE OT, HANDLE NOT. 

" Temperance societies are sanctioned b.IJ the 
Scriptures.-Every denomination of Christians 

VOL. I. 

must be awal'e that drnukenness is condemned 
by the sacred writers; and that, consequently, 
the societies that check this vice must be 
agreeable to the Scriptures of truth and holi
ness. 'Woe unto them that rise up early in 
the morning, that they may follow strong 
drink' (Isaiah v. 11). 'Euvyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revilings, and such like; of the 
which I tell you before, as I have told you i11 
time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God' (Gala
tians v. 21). See also Proverbs xxiii. 29, 35; 
Habakkuk ii. 11-15, 16. How, too, is it possible 
that the words of truth and righteousness can 
be ingrafted upon a mind which is besotted 
with inebriety? How can it listen to the 
Divine instructions, or practise the principles 
of truth and holiness? Dreadful, indeed, is 
the reflection, that, iu the midst of bis abomi
natious, the drunkard may be summoned to 
tand before the awful tribunal of J esu 

Christ, and be doomed to incalculable mi 'ery ; 
and how responsible is that man who will not 
support institutions calculated to save thou
sands from perdition. 

" Temperance societies will abolish various 
diseuses.-Nine out of ten of the complaints 
to which the human frame is subject are sup
po ed by many physicians to be caused by 
dru11kcnuess; while certainly the following 
di eases are the consequences of the habitual 
use of intoxicating liquors, viz. a decay of 
appetite, sickness at stomach, obstructions of 
the liver, jaundice, a bu ky cough, diabetes, 
epilep. y, gout in all its forms, apoplexy, &c. 

"Of the two hundred and eighty-six lunatics 
now in the Richmond Asylum, Dubliu, one
liaif owe their madness to drinking; and this 
prnvortion is of general application. Of those 
who have been driven ruad by immoderate 
drinking there is scarcely an instance of re
covery. 

"Physiologists also inform us that if we 
pour spirits upon vegetables, or give them to 
qnadrupeds, they very soon die; and thal 
there is nothing in the anatomy of the human 
body to prevent them from having nearly the 
same deleterious effects upon mankind. Nor 
is it the sot's or drunkard's progress only that 
is here delineated. Great multitudes come to 
the same misery by habitually taking small 
quantities of intoxicating liquors. 

"The man who takes but three glasses of 
wine a day will shorten his existence; and a 
respectable farmer, with a strong constitution, 

5 
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actually caused his death by drinking a pint 
of strong ale every day after dinner. John 
Hunter's experience shows the effect on the 
constitution of a child, of the daily irubibition 
of wine. He gave one of his children a full 
glass of sherry every day after dinner, for a 
week; the child was about five years old. To 
another child, about the same age, he gave for 
the same space of time a large China orange. 
At the end of the week he found a very ma
terial difference in the pulse, the heat of the 
body, the urine, and the stools of the children. 
Iu the first the pulse was quickened, the heat 
of the skin increased, the urine high coloured, 
and the stools were destitute of their usual 
quantity of bile; while the second had every 
appearance which indicates high health. He 
then reversed the experiment. To the first
mentioned child he gave the orange, and to 
the other the wine. The effect followed as 
before-demonstrative proof of the pernicious 
effect of vinous liquors. The fact is, Dr. 
Munro, a skilful anatomist, and even a more 
skilful physician, has declared that a man in 
health has no more need of wine or spirits 
than a cow or a horse; and Dr. Gregory, who 
even stands higher in the medical profession, 
makes the same declaration. 

"Temperance societies willinctease the strength 
and longevity of manlcind.-There are few 
errors more pernicious than the notion that 
any intoxicating liqnors are nouri bing. The 
Persians, while they lived upon bread and 
water-cresses, were a powerful nation; but 
when they partook of the luxuries of the 
Medes they became effeminate and the slaves 
nf tyrants. Hume relates, in bis History OJ 
England, that when the Scots invaded Eng
land in 1327 each soldier carried behind him 
a bag of oatmeal, together with a light plate 
of iron, on which he instantly baked the meal 
into a cake, in the open fields, and ate it with 
some water from a neighbouring spring. 'Of 
more than one hundred men in a glass manu
factory,' says an eminent medical practitioner, 
' three drank nothing but water, and these 
three appeared to be of their proper age, while 
the rest, with scarcely an exception, seemed 
ten or twelve years older than they proved 
to be.' 

" It is said, too, that the guards of the mails, 
who go out in the night, have lately found 
that they suffer much less from cold by entire 
abstinence than from their old plan of having 
recourse to intoxicating liquors. But the 

most interesting and convincing fact to provP 
both the inutility and pernicious effects of in
toxicating liquors is related by Dr. Franklin 
in the life of himself:-' While I was in a 
printing-house at London,' he says, 'I drank 
nothing but water. The other workmen, to 
the number of about fifty, were great drinkers 
of beer. I carried occasionally a large forme 
of letters in each hand, up and down stair., 
while the rest employed both hands to carry 
one. They were surprised to see by this and 
many other examples that the American 
Aquatic, as they used to call me, was stronger 
than those who drank porter. I endeavoured 
to convince my fellow-pressmen that the 
bodily strength furnished by the beer could 
only be in proportion to the solid part of the 
barley dissolved in the water of which the 
beer was composed; that there was a larger 
portion of flour in a penny loaf, and that con
sequently if he ate the loaf and drank a pint 
of water with it he would derive more strength 
from it than from a pint of beer.' Dr. 
Franklin might have added that the alcohol 
which is in ale and other intoxicating liquors 
is not only inebriating but poisonous, and 
that the only reason why ardent spirits are 
more deleterious than malt liquors is, that the 
former have more alcohol combined with them 
than the latter. One of the first physicians 
in Irelaud has published his conviction, as 
the result of twenty years' ob ervatioo, that 
if ten young men were to drink daily one 
glass (equal to two ounces) of ardent spirits, 
or a pint of port wine or sherry, the lives of 
eight out of the ten would be abridged by 
twelve or fifteen years. 

" Temperance societies will often prevent 
poverty and ruin from visiting tlze homes o/ 
families.-' Great numbers of tradesmen, says 
an eminent di vine, 'are notoriously addicted 
to excessive drinking. These now might be 
comfortable and happy ; they are poor and 
miserable; they might be virtuous and respec
table; they are vicious and distressed; sobriety 
would enable them to educate and provide for 
their children, and to lay up some subsistence 
for their own helpless age; but drunkenness 
leaves their children destitute, and sends them
selves through want and misery to a premature 
grave.' 

"Among thousands of instances which might 
be mentioned of the wretched and ruinous 
effects of intoxication, it may be necessary, 
perhaps, only to state the following: - A 
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butcher for twenty - one years was never 
twenty-one hours sober. His wife confessed 
that they were eighteen years married, and 
that night and day misery was their portion. 
Three hours before day he was ou the watch 
to be up, to be out, and to get drunk; but that 
the last three weeks he belonged to the tem
perance society at New Ross she enjoyed more 
peace and comfort than during the whole 
eighteen years of their marriage. Another 
reformed drunkard told a lady that on return
ing home after spending a day in excessive 
inebriety he went to bed, and passed a sleep
less, anxious night, 'cont-em plating,' said he, 
'the life I was leading, and the folly and 
misery of my conduct. Next morning I foxed 
sleep, and listened to the family. The mother 
strove to still the starving children from cry
ing, and told them to keep quiet, lest they 
shoul\l waken their father, who would get up, 
go out, and get drunk, and afterwards most 
probably come in and beat them; but that 
she would go out and try to borrow a few 
potatoes from a neighbour to satisfy their 
craving appetites. She went and procured 
a few, and I saw one of my children grapple 
with a potato and endeavour to eat it raw. 
My feelin gs were aroused. I jumped up, 
went over to a cupboard, seized a prayer
book, and solemnly vowed never to drink 
another drop of that destructive poison which 
had so long embittered my happiness.' He 
kept his word, and is now a reformed charac
ter. Lately in Dublin a tradesman, on seeing 
one of his children refused by the landlady of 
a. public-house to moisten a crust of bread in 
a fryin g-pan, then on the fire, exclaimed, 'I 
spent thirty shillings in this house last Satur
day night, and I nearly spend all my earnings 
here, and now, behold my child is refused 
even to moisten its bread in that pan.' He 
rose up, left the house, and became a reformed 
man. His starving wife and children were 
fed, and he is now a respectable character. 
[f the above facts should make no impression 
upon the unfeeling heart of the habitual 
drunkard, his selfishness may be awakened 
by the following calculation: -Supposing a 
labouring man to drink but one quart of ale 
per day, at eightpence per quart (and many 
workmen will drink three times that quantity) 
he will spend the sum of £12, 3s. 4d. a year. 
This £12, 3s. 4d. would pay his rent and 
clothe himself and family comfortably, while 
his constitution would be so much improved 

that he might amply provide for his va.rious 
wants and enjoy the peaceful comforts of his 
:fireside, instead of dwelling amidst riot, de
bauchery, and confusion. 

" Temperance societies will prevent nitmerous 
crimes being committed. - The testimony of 
Sir Matthew Hale, although given more than 
150 years ago, is well worthy of our considera
tion. 'By a due observation for nearly 
twenty years,' says this truly pious and 
illustrious judge, 'I have found that, if the 
murders and manslaughters, the burglaries 
and robberies, and riots and tumults, the 
adulteries and fornications, rapes, and other 
enormities that have happened in that time, 
were divided into five parts, four of them 
have been the issues and products of excessive 
drinking, of tavern and alehouse meetings.' 
Does not the blood of the reader run cold 
on reading this statement? and is he not 
ready to exclaim, 'Would to God that in
toxicating liquors were never known to the 
children of men!' Surely, too, in the lan
guage of the apostle, 'It is good neither to eat 
flesh nor to drink wine, nor anything where
by my brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is 
made weak.' The declaration of the recorder 
of Dublin, the lord-mayor, the high sheriffs, 
Major Sirr, and several others, proves, beyond 
the possibility of a doubt, that intoxication i 
the cause of numerous offences, inasmuch as 
they have had great opportunities of coming 
to a correct conclusion upon the subject. 
'We, the undersigned, hereby declare that, 
in our opinion, an entire disuse of ardent 
spirits would materially tend to the improve
ment of the community, and that an indul
gence in them is a most fruitful cause of crime 
in the city of Dublin.' Mr. Poynder, for 
three years under sheriff of London and 
Middlesex, made the following statement 
before a committee of the House of Com
mons:-' I have long been in the habit of 
hearing criminals refer all their misery to 
drinking; so that I now almost cease to ask 
them the cause of their ruin. This evil lies 
at the root of all other evils in this city and 
elsewhere. Nearly all the convicts for murder 
with whom I have conversed have admitted 
themselves to have been under the influence 
of spirits at the time of the act.' Hundreds 
of facts might be adduced to prove and cor
roborate this statement; but suffice it to say, 
that in the case of the murder of Flanagan of 
Clonmel, the murderers had not the slightest 
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intention to consummate the awful deed until 
on the way to his house they took four or five 
glasses of spirits, and were thus fitted out and 
prepared to dip their hands in human gore. 

" 1'emperance societies will save t/ie nation 
immense sums of money.-It has been calculated 
that as g reat a sum is wasted in intoxicating 
liquors as would pay off the national debt in 
fifteen years. The reports of hospitals, peni
tentiaries, and almshouses justify the assertion, 
that of the 200,000 beggars who are supported 
Ly the temperate in the United States, 
150,000 have been reduced to pauperism by 
intemperance. A nearly similar calculation 
might be made for this country. It is a 
curious and important fact, that in London, 
during the period whendistillerieswerestopped 
in 1796 and 1797, although bread and every 
neces ary of life were considerably higher than 
during the preceding year, the poor in that 
quarter of the town where the chief part 
reside were apparently more comfortable, paid 
their rent more regularly, and were better fed 
tlian at any period fo1· some years before, even 
although they had not the benefit of the ex
tensive charities which were distributed in 
1795. In short, in addition to other national 
evils which are caused by the use of intoxica
ing liquors, may be mentioned the following: 
'It diminishes capital; because the object of 
con umption being merely enjoyment, and not 
re1 roduction, it diminishes the total quantity 
of labour, and deranges its regular operations; 
and it impairs the qualities requisite in la
bourers because it generates disease, weakens 
and disturbs the understanding, and wastes 
time; not only preventing the acquisition of 
additional skill and dexterity, but perpetually 
corroding and wasting that which may have 
been previously attained.' 

" Temperance societies will refor·m thousands 
of drunkards, and make them good members of 
the community.-So strong is the influence of 
bad habits upon the human mind that it has 
been thought impossible to reclaim the con
summate drunkards, and some have imagined 
that there is no hope in this world, nor in the 
world to come, for those unhappy wretches 
who daily destroy both body and sonl with 
intoxicating liquors. Thanks, however, to a 
kind Providence, the reformation of the 
drunkard may be no longer considered utopian 
or impossible. The good work has been 
effected to an extent in America which is 
highly encouraging and gratifying to the 

Christian philanthropist. Thirty thousand, 
<leaths are calculated to have been annually 
caused in the United States by the direct 
influence of ardent spirits and other deleterious 
liquors, while it is impossible to state the 
number who have been brought to wretched
ness and a premature grave by their indirect 
tendency, or by the diseases they have heigli
tened and promoted. Such was the Americau 
Hepublic two years ago, each individual of its 
adult population drinking at au average eight 
gallons of ardent spirits annually. What is it 
now? In a single year in some towns in New 
England the influence of temperance societies 
has reduced the consumption of all description 
of liquors three-fourths, and in others nine
tentbs. The American temperance societies 
have not existed mnch above two years, and 
have yet produced astonishing effects. Ex
periments made on a very extensive scale have 
proved, in the most satisfactory manner, that 
the safe and effectual cure of drunkards is to 
cut them off at once from the use of all intoxi
cating liquors, and even to those outcasts whose 
state had been with too much truth considered 
hopeless, temperance societies have afforded 
an opening to esca1 e from destruction. 

"The whole number of meru bers in these 
societies in America is believed to be not less 
than 100,000. Nearly all of them are formed 
on the principle of entire abstinence. More 
than seven hundred reformations of habitual 
drunkards have come to the knowledge of the 
committee during the past year, and the stop
page of more than fifty distilleries, some of 
them from principle and some from necessity. 
'I returned from--yesterday,' says a factor 
who could not dispose of his spirits. 'I sat 
down to dinner with sixty gentlemen, and 
fifty-two drank nothing but cold water.' 
Before a temperance society was formed in 
New Ross, a town in Ireland, the place was a 
scene of vile riot,drnnkenness,and debauchery, 
but in the short space of six months a temper
ance society bas produced a most surprising 
reformation. Scarce a drunkard is to be seen 
in the streets; no uproar and nightly howlings 
to be heard; and, it bas been stated, twenty 
of the most abandoned drunkards reformed. 
Many individual cases of amendment might 
be mentioned if room could be found in thi!S 
tract for their insertion. One extraordinary 
instance, however, must not be omitted. A 
vile character, a coal-porter, a proverbial 
drunkard, rolling about the streets from 
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morning to night, when almost dead drunk 
cried out, 'I'll sign.' 'Take him on,' said 
a sober well-disposed publican, 'for what 
he promises you may depend upon.' He was 
therefore proposed, received, and became a 
changed man. Finally, it is full time that we 
should take the pernicious consequences of 
drunkenness into consideration, and that every 
denomination of Christians should heartily 
unite iu driving intoxication from our towns, 
our villages, and our families. Exhortations 
have been made, and have failed. It is time 
to try the influence of temperance societies. 
They have produced, and will produce, the 
best effects, if influential persons will but do 
their duty to their God, their country, and to 
their fellow creatures. Whithersoever we go, 
drinking is a part, a serious and important part, 
of the business of those with whom we associ
ate, and such is the tyranny of custom that men 
who refuse to drink are the butts of ridicule, 
and are hooted at as wanting the courage or 
genero ity of men. No temperate man knows 
where to send his child out of the way of 
temptation; so that, unless exertions are made 
by the lovers of sobriety and man kind, it is 
irnpo sible to contemplate, without horror, the 
future miseries of thousands of the rising 
generation , nu potted at present with the foul 
plague of inebriety. Friends of humanity! 
raise but your voices against the monster 
drunk une 's, and be will no longer dare to 
show his countenance in the circles of dom es tic 
life. He will flee to his native dn.rkness, and 
be avoided with the same detestation as his 
associates, murder and licentiousne s. 

"The following is recommended as a Consti
tution for a Temperance Society:-We, whose 
names are subscribed, believing that intemper
ance, with its attendant evils, is promoted by 
the prevailing opinions and practices with 
respect to the use of intoxicating liquors, and 
that decided means of r eform ation are loudly 
called for, resolve to abstain from the use of 
inebriating liquors ourselves, and to dis uade 
others from using them, and by all proper 
means to discountenance the causes and 
practices of intemperance" (The Kaleidoscope 
or L iterary and Scientific Mirror, Liverpool, 
vol. x. 1830, pp. 362--3). 

The reader will please bear in mind that 
this was printed and published in tract form, 
and di tributed to the people of Warrington 
in April, 1 30, and afterwards reprinted in 
the Kaleidoscope for June, 1830, so that its 

contents were being read and pondered over 
in different parts of Lancashire, and must 
have found a lodgment in some minds. 

In this document we have: (1) Gospel Tem
perance in its most ]e<Yitimate sense ; (2) the 
medical and physiological aspect of the ques
tion plainly stated; (3) the practical and ex
perimental philosophy of Dr. B. Franklin, 
containing the germ of Livesey's },f alt Lecture; 
( 4) the original of the popular tract," Dip your 
Holl in your Own Pot at Hom e ; " (5) the 
economic phase of temperance reform practi
cally illustrated; (6) the total abstinence prin
ciple clearly and fully defined, and the benefits 
to be derived therefrom set forth; and lastly, 
we have :not only the substance, but the 
original source of the Preston pledge. 

It is evident, therefore, that the t emperance 
movement, and theworld,is much more indebt
ed to the Irish Quaker pioneer of temperance 
than has hitherto been seen or acknowledged. 
"Honour to whom honour is due." If this was 
the original basis of the Warrington Temper
ance Society in April, 1830, then it was to all 
intents and purposes a total abstinence society, 
and the first in England, as the late Mr. 
Richard Mee of Warrington very confidently 
claimed for it. In the absence of such start
ling evidence, as is thus so wondertully brought 
to light, his claim was discarded in favour of 
others. Certa.in it is that the original members 
of the Warrington Temperance Society had 
the whole principle fully laid before them. 

When the meetings of the society were re
moved to Academy Place, Warrington, and 
men of a higher social grade became its official 
leaders, then it is probable enough that they 
modified its pledge to meet their own views, 
and fell into the same groove as other ardent 
pirit pledge societies were moving in. 

As we shall have occasion to show, the War
rington Society did not favour entire absti
nence in 1834. 

Through the efforts of MR. G. H. BIRKE'rT, 

of Dublin, assisted by Mr. William Wood, of 
Manchester, the first society in Manchester 
was formed May 12th, 1830. On the 22d 
July, 1830, a meeting was held at the Chari
table Institntion House, Slater Street, Liver
pool, over which Dr. Stewart presided, when 
the report of the provisional committee was 
submitted, and addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. Everard, Tarbett, Rev. Mr. Reynolds, 
and others. On the motion of two ladies who 
were present, a society was form ed, a code 
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of rules adopted, and the following officers 
elected:-Mr. Adam Hodgson, president; Mr. 
Samuel Hope, treasurer; Messrs. Evemrd and 
Phillips, secretaries; and the following com
mittee:-Rev. Messrs. Reynolds and Jackson; 
Messrs. John Cropper, Lawrence Heyworth, 
C. Smith, Thomas Franklin, Everard, Phillips, 
and Tarbett (Livm-pool Mercur,y, 1830, p. 237). 

Periodical meetings were held, and good 
work done, mainly through the exertions of 
MR. JORN FrncH, of the firm of Mather, Ros
coe, and Finch, iron-merchants, Sir Thomas's 
Buildings, Liverpool. Mr. Finch early identi
fied himself with the movement, and from the 
end of July to Christmas, 1830, he induced 
upwards of 160 persons, chiefly dock labourers, 
&c., to sign the temperance pledge. 

Along with Messrs. William Rathbone, 
John Cropper, and others, Mr. Finch laboured 
hard to improve the condition of the persons 
employed in and about the docks, and at con
siderable loss of time and money started and 
managed a number of dock labourers' societies, 
in the hope of freeing them from the bondage 
of the "Jumpers" or middle men, and others 
who tyrannized over them. For some months 
a correspondence had been going on in the 
columns of the llfercury on the condition of 
the dock labourers, and on the 8th of Septem
ber, 1830, a meeting was held in the large 
room over the store of the first Liverpool Co
operative Society in Greenland Street, when 
about 200 labourers were present. Mr. Wil
liam W etherspoon was chairman, and Mr. 
John Finch explained the object of the meet
ing, and strongly denounced the payment of 
wages in public-houses, which, he said, caused 
many of the men to spend most of their scanty 
earnings in drink. Societies were formed for 
the several districts, and rules drawn up to 
govern them. In a foot-note to the report of 
this meeting the editor of the Mercury re
marked:-

" The rules of these societies we think well 
calculated to produce habits of sobriety, in
dustry, and order among the labourers; to 
prevent that system of robbery of the cargoes 
of vessels which is at present practised to a 
considerable extent; to enable the merchants 
to procure on the shortest notice any number 
of labourers they may require; and also, by 
improving the condition of the dock labourers, 
to reduce very considerably the amount of 
parochial rates" (Mercury, 1830, p. 294). 

At an adjourned meeti11g held on W ednes-

day, September 22-Mr. Wetherspoou in the 
chair-Mr. Finch made another very urgent 
appeal to the men to resist strong drink, and 
rules were passed prohibiting the meetings of 
the dock labourers' societies being held in 
public-houses, or the allowance of any money 
for drink. Messrs. William Rath bone, Crop
per, and Finch were patrons and friends of 
these societies, which were not temperance 
societies, but special associations for bettering 
the social, moral, and physical condition of 
the labourers employed at the docks, and were 
an attempt to free them from the bondage of 
the "Jumpers," or middlemen ( Afercury, 1830, 
p. 310). Mr. Finch afterwards wrote an ad
dress to the public on behalf of the dock 
labourers' societies, which was published in 
the Mercur,y (October 20th, 1830, p. 348), in 
the course of which he terms the oppressors of 
the labourers " 'glass men,' from the circum
stance of their greedy throats being al ways 
ready to swallow glasses of rum; they will 
frequently drink six, or even ten, of these in a 
morning before breakfast, at the expense of 
the poor starving lauourers." 

The position of the dock labourers at the 
period under notice may be best described in 
Mr. Finch's own words, as given in his evi
dence before a Select Committee of the House 
of Commons, appointed in 1834, on the motion 
of Mr. J. S. Buckingham, M.P for Sheffield, 
"to inquire into the extent, causes, and con e
quences of the prevailing vice of intoxication 
among the labouring classes of the United 
Kingdom, in order to ascertain whether any 
legislative measures can be devised to pre
vent the further spread of so great a national 
evil." 

This evidence is reported as follows:-
"I made particular inquiry into the situa

tion of the dock labourers, and I found that 
there were about 120 of those persons called 
'lumpers' in Liverpool-men who take the 
jobs of loading and discharging the vessels 
from the merchants for a certain snm, aud 
then go out upon the quay and engage with 
a number of labourers to do the work for 
something less, living themselves upon the 
profits which they make between the price 
they get from the merchants and that which 
they pay to the workmen. I found that there 
were not more than one or two out of all the 
120 lumpers who did not pay the workmen at 
a public-honse. Some of them kept public
houses therusel ves; the rest had their pay-
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honses where they took their men to, and it 
was, and still is, the practice to make appoint
ments to meet the workmen at a publi~-house 
early on Saturd~y evening, and to keep out of 
the way till ten, eleven, and twelve o'clock, 
and after they had thus been drinking, many, 
even then, would pay them only part of their 
wages. In many cases half of their wages 
were expended before they received the rest, 
and then the shops would be closed before 
they could go to purchase the articles wanted 
for their families. These lumpers were also 
in the habit of inducing their men to send to 
their pay-honses for £etchings of drink, besides 
the money they were compelled to spend on 
Saturday nights. I have known many fami
lies that I have visited, where a man and his 
wife and four or five children have been com
pelled to live upon eight or nine shillings a. 
week, and even less-and all arising from the 
practice of extorting the labourers' earnings 
from them at the public-house." 

To attempt to find a remedy for these evils, 
Mr. Finch and his friends formed dock labour
ers' societies, one to each dock, and divided each 
society into companies, one man in each com
pany acting as foreman. Each society ap
pointed two members as president and secre
tary, who, with the foreman, constitnted a 
committee. The president and foreman sought, 
l>argained for, and superintended the work, 
and for their services received a weekly sti
pend. The foreman worked in common with 
the rest, and on the completion of a job, after 
defraying the little expenses of the society, the 
proceeds were equally distributed among the 
workmen at the society's office, instead of the 
pn blic-house, as before. Thus the profits of 
the tyrant Jumpers were secured to the men 
themselves, whose wages, by being severed 
from all compulsory connection with the pub
lic-house, rose at least one-half in amount. 
They were also paid in good time, so that 
marketings might be advantageously made. 
Unfortunately, these societies did not continue 
long in existence. The men quarrelled among 
themselves, offended their employers, took the 
books away from the little libraries Mr. Finch 
had formed for them at their offices, and never 
returned them; others kept the tools. Desks 
and forms were provided for a school at each 
office, on the plan of mutual instruction, and 
six of the forms were found at a public-house 
next door to one of the ffice , pawned for ale. 
Mr. Finch became responsible for £35 for rent 

of an office, and £7 for winches, and collected 
£80 for them from benevolent friends in 
Liverpool and other places. Through the 
vicious habits of the labourers-principally 
occasioned by drunkenness-all the funds were 
dissipated, and the societies were all ruined 
(Peter Burne's Teetotalle1~s Companion, p. 79, 
and Finch's Por·tra£ture, p. 4). Our readers 
must bear in mind that this was before the 
advocacy of teetotalism, and that those of the 
dock labourers who were members of the tem
perance society were allowed by their pleJge 
to drink ale, &c., in moderation, and were thus 
exposed to temptation and trial which might 
have been averted had they been total ab
stainers from all intoxicating liquors. 

Wherever he went, on business or pleasure, 
Mr. Finch sought out opportunities to advo
cate the principles of the temperance society. 
His eloquent tongue was freely used and his 
ready pen often employed in the effort to do 
good to his fellow-men. His productions found 
ready acceptance in the columns of the ./Jfer
cury, the Albion, the Liverpool Temperance 
.Advocate, Livesey's Preston Temperance Advo
cate, the Irish, Scottish, and other temperance 
journals; but bis earliest and most important 
letters on temperance were given in the 
columns of the Liverpool newspapers, espe
cially the MerCU?',Y and Albion. Speaking of 
Mr. Finch (Reminiscences, p. 22), Mr. J osepb 
Livesey says: "One of our earliest tracts was 
written by him,entitled,'What is a drunkard 1' 
the comparisons which it contained being very 
humorous and striking." 

The personal influence and active co-opera
tion of men like Messrs. William Rathbone, 
Lawrence Heyworth, John Finch, John and 
James Cropper, Joseph Crosfield, and others, 
was a power for good in the early days of the 
movement in the Liverpool district, and these 
men freely gave their money, time, and per
sonal aid to further the interests of the cause 
they had so much at heart. The success of the 
temperance enterprise, to a considerable ex
tent, may be attributed to the social position, 
moral worth, and active exertions of its chief 
friends and supporters; and from Liverpool 
there went forth an influence that was felt 
and seen in other towns, some far distant. 

On the 9th of September, 1830, a temper
ance society was started at Leeds, and soon 
afterwards one at Bolton, another at Birming
ham, and in other towns throughout the coun
try, all based upon the moderation principle. 
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After attending the great meetillg at Brad
ford in .June, 1830, Mr. William Collins of 
Gla gow visited a nuruber of towns in the 
northern parts of Eugland, and did immense 
service to the cause by his powerful advocacy. 
In October, 1830, he lectured at Liverpool 
and ~1:anchester. His lecture was well re
porteu in the leading papers of both towns, 
and thus caught the attention of many who 
did not hear him. Happily this lecture was 
afterwards published in pamphlet form and 
widely circulated, and from a copy before us 
we are able to say that it was a very able, 
forcible, and instructive one. Mr. Collins 
was in advance of the times, and although 
speaking as an advocate of the ardent spirit 
pledge societies of the day, he might have been 
considered, with equal propriety, one of the 
most advanced exponents of the more common
sense principle-total and entire abstinence. 

In this lecture he strongly deprecated the 
use of malt liquors as a beverage, an i emphati
cally declared that the idea of the govern
ment in pa sing the Beer Bill, or promoting 
temperance, as they professed, by creating 
facilities for the people to obtain cheap beer, 
&c., was a delu ion and a snare. He re
marked: "I kuow from ex1 erience that in 
Scotland our people have gradually aban
doned porter and ale for the use of whisky; 
and it is very instructive to know that those 
members of teruperance societies iu Scotland 
who have fallen and again become the vic
tims of intemperance have been chiefly se
duced into their former habits by indulging 
in beer aud ale, and thus, by ta.mpering with 
these stimulants, the unquelled appetite for 
pirits, which had but slightly receded, re

turned with all the tyranny of an unrelenting 
habit. I would therefore say to 
those who have been previously addicted to 
intemperance, that their only hope of beinrr 
finally reclaimed from their intemperate 
habits is entirely to avoid tampering with 
these liquors at all. A void entirely, aud Oil 

all occasions, the frequenting of taverns or 
places where these liquors are sold . This is 
their only safeguard against the ensnaring 
allurements of the enemy. Their safety lies 
in studiously avoiding all such places of resort, 
never planting their foot within the threshold 
of a tavern. England now stands exposed in 
various forms to the inroads of this desolating 
evil. By the multiplication of gin-shops, 1u1d 
the cheapness of this liq nid, your people are 

rapidly yielding theruselves everywhere the 
victims of its ensnaring power; while the 
reduced price and multiplied facilities for 
obtaining beer and ale threaten to inundate 
your country with an overwhelmiug flood of 
intemperanc:e." That Mr. Collills rightl_y 
understood the matter is too plainly proved 
by the literal fulfilment of his prediction. 

Mr. Collins uext proceeded to Loudon, 
where he made strenuous efforts, but failed 
to find a single pernou disposed to join him. 
Thoroughly disheartened he left London for 
home, but when about 50 miles away from 
the metropolis he felt some mysterious im
pulse urgi11g him to turn back an<l try agi\,in; 
be did so, but was agaiu un ncce ' ful. He 
then went on to Bristol, and there succeeded in 
establishing a society about the end of October, 
or early in November, 1830, Mr. Hichar<l 
Fry being secretary. Encouraged by the 
success that had attended his efforts at Bristol 
Mr. Collins returned to London to make a 
third attempt, and this time was succe. sful. 
Although there have been difficulties in arri v
ing at the date of the formation of the Lon
don society - Mr. J. Dearden giving it as June 
29th, 1 30, and the Rev. S. Couling in his 
Histo1·y (p. 44) as June 29th, 1831, it is proved 
beyond question that the date was N O\'ember, 
1830, by the pledge-card of the late Richar<l 
Barrett of Wad den Croyden, whose name was 
second ou the roll of the society. The follo-w
ing is a copy of this pledge:-

" London Temperance Society, 1 30. 
"We whose names are subscribed, believing 

that intemperauce and its attendant evils are 
promoted by existing habits and opinions in 
regard to the use of intoxicating liquors, and 
that decisive measures for effecting a reforma
tion are indispensable, do voluntarily agree to 
abstain entirely from the use of ardent spirit,, 
except for medicinal purposes; and although 
the moderate use of other liquors is not ex
cluded, yet, as the promotion of tempernuce 
ill every form is the specific de ign of the 
society, it is understood that excess in these 
necessarily excludes from membership." 

The first name on the list was tl1at of 
Samuel Bagster, jun., and the second Richard 
Barrett, and amongst others are the familiar 
names of Basil Montague, John Capper, T. J. 
and J obn Conquest, Jonathan, Jeremiah, 
Henry, and Richard Barrett, jun., &c. ( Wel
come, 1881, pp. 375-377; Edward Morris's 
TempeMnce History, p. 201). 
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RICIIARD BARRETT, jun., was a philan
thropic, earnest-minded Christian temperance 
worker. As a member of the Society of 
Friends he devoted himself to the work of 
the Bible Society, being one of the committee 
of the Parell t Bible Society in Earl's Court 
for many years. He was a coworker with 
Clarkson, Wilberforce, Buxton, Sturge, and 
others as champions of the anti-slavery cause. 
He was also an active member of the Peace 
Society, and soon saw his way to entire absti
nence from all intoxicatillg liquors. His ear
nest conversation led the late Mr. Samuel 
Bow ly, presi<lent National Tern perallceLeague, 
to seriously consirler the temperance question. 
Mr. Bowly spoke of him as "the first person 
I heard denounced, in no measured terms, for 
having, under a seus~ of duty, put the wine 
off his table." He was a member of the com
mittee of the National Temperance Society, 
a wa,rm supporter of the United Kingdom 
Alliance, &c. Died suddenly, April 4th, 1855, 
at the age of seventy years. 

The first annual meeting of the Bristol 
Temperance Society was held iu the Assembly 
Rooms, June 14th, 1831, when it was reported 
that 38,369 tracts, 132 pamphlets, and 832 
papers had passed through the society's de
pository during the official year, and that 
17,319 of these publications had been printed 
in Bristol. 

The Rev. Nathaniel H ewitt, D.D., of 
America, who was sent over to England at the 
expense of the hte Mr. E. C. Dela van to re
pre ent the American Tern perance Society, 
and try to secure the formation of a national 
organization, arrived about this period and 
addressed several meetings. 

A public meet.ing was held in Exeter Hall, 
London, June 29th, 1831, over which Sir 
John Webb presided. The report read at 
this meeting showed that thirty societies had 
been formed in England, and 100,000 tracts 
put into circulation. William Allen, the 
emin ent Quaker philanthropist, moved the 
first resolution, and said: "He could not but 
congratulate that respectable assembly upon 
the prospects then before them, for that day 
would be one deserving to be marked, and its 
transactions handed down to posterity. He 
was surprised that a temperance society had 
not been earlier formed in this metropolis. 
The effect produce<l in America had been 
perfectly astounding, and the effects produced 
here, if all worked heartily in the work, 

would, he trusted, under Divine Providence, 
be astonishing also." 

Mr. P. C. Crampton (at that time Solicitor
general for Ireland, and afterwards well known 
as Judge Crampton of the Irish bencli) de
livered a long and able address, and was fol
lowed by Dr. J. Pye Smith, Rev. John Edgar 
of Belfast; Rev. Dr. Hewitt of America; Rev. 
Dr. Bennett; Mr. William Collins of Glasgow; 
Rev. George Whitmore Carr of New Ross, 
Ireland; the Lord Bishop of Chester (Dr. J. 
B. Sumner, who afterwards became Arch
bishop of Canterbury); and the Rev. George 
Clayton. 

At an adjourned meeting, held Jnly 5th, 
1831, Mr. William Collins deli veretl a long 
address, which was afterwards published as 
a tract. The list of vice-presidents was en
larged, and comprised the names of the Rev. 
Dr. Bloomfield (Bishop of London); the Dean 
of Chichester; Admiral Sir R. J. Peats, G.C.B. 
(governor of Greenwich Hospital); Sir M. J. 
Tierney, Bart., M.D., Major-gPneral Fisher, 
Sir J obn W ebb, Mr. Henry Drummond , the 
Bishop of Chester, Bishop of Sodor and Man, 
Lord Viscount Lorton, Lord Calthorpe, Lord 
Bexley, the Lord-mayor, Sir Thomas Baring, 
Bart., M.P., Sir J. M'Gregor, 1.D. (Director
general, Army Medical Department); Lieut.
general Sir H. Taylor, G.C.B.; Sir J. Richard
son, Mr. P. C. Crampton, and Mr. J. I. Brisco, 
M.P. 

During the month of July, 1831, th e future 
action of the London Temperance Society was 
earnestly discus~ed . The Rev. Dr. H ewitt of 
America suggested an alteration of the name, 
and an enlargement of the sphere of the 
society so as to make it a national organization, 
and after due deliberation the suggestion was 
adopted and the name changed to that of 
"The British and Foreign Temperance So
ciety," its origin dating from July 27th, 1831 
(Pei·rnanent rpenzperance .Docwnents, p. 117). 

The committee of this new organization 
consisted of thirty-seven gentlemen of position 
and influence, the treasurer being Mr. C. Han
bury of Plotwh Court, and the secretaries 
Messr. Johu Capper, Thomas Hartley, John 
H. Ramsbotham, and N. E. Sloper. In the 
course of the year aux iliaries were formed in 
Spitalfields, Shoreditch, Blnckfriars Road, 
Tottenham, Stoke Newington, Greenwich, 
Walworth, St. Pancras, &c. 

On the l 7th of August, 1831, the steamship 
Rot/iesay Castle was lost off the Mersey, when 
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a considerable number of persons lost their 
lives through the mad folly of the drunken 
captain, and this disaster rekindled the ardour 
of the temperance reformers of Liverpool, 
and led them to reorganize the almost expir
ing temperance society. Just at the time 
this was being done the Rev. Dr. Hewitt of 
America was visiting Liverpool, and be ad
dressed a public meeting with such success as 
to induce a number of influential persons to 
become identified with the movement, and 
the Lord Bishop of Chester, who was already 
a vice-president of the London Tempera.nee 
Society, or rather the newly-formed British 
and Foreign Tern perance Society, became 
patron of the Liverpool Society. The follow
ing adverti ·ement appeared in the Liverpool 
Mercury of September 9th, 1831 :-

"Liverpool Temperance Society. 
Patron, Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Chester. 

President, James Cropper, Esq. 
The Rev. Dr. Hewitt of Connecticut, U.S.A., 

will give a second lecture this Friday even
ing in the Mechanics School of Arts, Slater 
Street. This society consists of persons who 
have subscribed to the following declaration: 
-We, whose names are subscribed, being 
convinced of the dreadful evils-personal, 
domestic, and public-prodllced by the rapidly 
increasing extent of intoxication, and cordially 
desiring a reformation of this widely-spread 
iniquity, pledge ourselves entirely to relin
quish the use of spirituous liquors, except 
for medicinal purposes, and although the mo
derate use of wine and malt liquors is not 
forbidden, yet, as the promotion of temper
ance in every form is the specific design of 
the society, we consider that excess in any 
of these ruust necessarily exclude from mem
bership." This, as will be observed, was very 
similar to the London pledge. 

It is a singular fact that upon the committee 
of management of the Liverpool Temperance 
Society there were merchants, brewers, and 
others in some way or other connected with 
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
liquors. 

Previous to the ad vent of Dr. Hewitt, the 
English and Scotch societies bad made stren
uous efforts to secure authoritative statements 
from the medical profession relative to the 
pernicious effects of alcoholic liquors and the 
benefits of abstinence. In the autumn of 
1830 a medical declaration was drawn up and 
signed at Edinburgh, as follows:-" 'Ve, the 

undersigned, do hereby declare our conviction 
that ardent spirits are not to be regarded as 
a nourishing article of diet; that the habitual 
use of them is a principal cause of disease, 
poverty, and misery in this place; and that 
the entire disuse of them would powerfully 
contribute to improve the health and comfort 
of the community." 

This was signed by four professors of the 
medical faculty in the university, eleven mem
bers of the Royal College of Physicians, and 
by the president and twenty-seven Fellows 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, in addition 
to thirty-four other medical practitioners, or 
seventy-seven in all. 

About the same time, the following decla
ration was signed at Manchester by seventeen 
members of the medical profession living in 
that town:-

" Being of opinion that the habitual use of 
intoxicating liquors is not only unnecessary 
but pernicious, we have great satisfaction in 
seconding the views of the society, by stating 
that nothing would tend more to diminish 
disease and improve the health of the com
munity than abstinence from inebriating 
liquors," &c. (vide Annual Report of the 
Glasgow and West of Scotland Temperance 
Society, December 20th, 1830). 

The very fact that seventeen medical men 
practising in the town and suburbs of Man
chester could be found at this period to sign 
their names to a public declaration of this 
character, is a practical proof that the prin
ciples of temperance societies were already 
being well rooted in the minds of the people 
of that town; but it should be observed that 
the object in view was that of "seconding the 
views of the society," meaning the Manchester 
and Salford Temperance Society, formed by 
an amalgamation of the local societies, founded 
on the moderation principle. 

In November, 1831, the following declara
tion was signed by eight physicians and six 
surgeons resident in Liverpool:-

" We, whose names are subscribed, are of 
opinion that one of the principal causes of the 
pauperism, crime, and disease which now ex
ists among the working-classes of this country 
is intemperance, and especially the intemperate 
use of ardent spirits, and that if any means 
can be devised whereby the people can be 
prevailed upon to give up altogether the prac
tice of drinking spirituous liquors, no possible 
evil would result from the change; but, on 
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the contrary, a benefit of inestimable value 
would be both felt and communicated to all 
aronnd." 

Similar declarations were made by medical 
gentlemen practising, &c., in Bradford, Bris
tol, Brighton, Cheltenham, Darlington, Dub
lin, Kilmarnock, Leeds, &c. &c., all having 
an influence in favour of temperance principles. 

On the 18th of April, 1831, the Blackburn 
Tern perance Society was formed with an im
proved pledge, having resolved not only to 
abstain entirely from the use of ardent spirits, 
except as a medicine, and from using other 
liquors to excess, but "never to use these 
other liquors in any inn or house in which 
they are sold, except when necessary for re
freshment in travelling or transacting business 
when from home" (Dearden's Brief History, 
pp. 18, 19). 

The first Welsh temperance society was 
formed at Manchester, October 7th, 1831, the 
Rev. Humphrey Jones, Wesleyan minister, 
presiding over the inaugural meeting. 

The next Welsh society was formed at 
Liverpool, February l 7th, 1832, at the chapel 
in Pall Mall, and others were immediately 
afterwards formed in connection with the 
various Welsh congregations in Liverpool and 
district. 

In his Life and Teachin,gs of Joseph Livesey, 
Mr. John Pearse attempts to prove too much, 
and repeats a statement made by Mr. Livesey 
himself (Reminiscences, p. 22), that Mr. John 
Finch, the iron-merchant of Liverpool, and an 
honorary advocate of temperance and total 
abst.inence societies, was one of those who 
"derived their inspiration from Preston," 
whereas the fact is that Preston owes its in
spiration to, aud was led to become identified 
with, the temperance reformation, mainly 
through the exertions of Mr. Finch and his 
partner, Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst, as the 
following facts will clearly prove. 

Before Preston was in the work at all, in 
any form, an influence went forth from Brad
ford, Manchester, Warrington, Liverpool, 
London, Leeds, &c., which was seen and felt, 
especially throughout the northern counties of 
England and Wales. 

It was from Mr. John Finch of Liverpool 
that Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst received the 
trncts and inspiration which led him to become 
the pioneer of temperance in Preston. For
tunately, we are in a position to put the mat
ter in its true light, having before us, as we 

write, a printed copy of "JOHN FrncH's TEM
PERANCE TRACTS, No. 4, being TEETOTAL
ISM; containing A PORTRAITURE and the 
ANCIE T AND MODERN HISTORY OF TEETO
TALISM, together with some ACCOUNT of the 
BoTHERATION, MODERATION, TEMPERANCE 
SOCIETIES, &c. Printed at the Albion News
paper Office, Liverpool, August, 1836," the 
whole being reprinted from the .Albion of 
July and August, 1836. 

The facts may be briefly stated as follows: 
- In the autumn of 1830, Messrs. Mather, 
Roscoe, and Finch, iron merchants, of Liver
pool, sold to Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst, roller
ruaker, of Preston, iron to the amount of 
£11 O, on his acceptance, which was dishon
oured, and Mr. Finch was sent over to Preston 
to see him, and try to get the money. After 
a long search he found him in a public-house, 
but tolerably sober, when the following con
versation took place:-

"Mr. Swindlehurst, you know my business 
here; can you take up your returned bill?" 

"I have been so much disappointed lately 
that I cannot do it at present, but no man 
shall lose a farthing by me, if my creditors 
will only have a little patience, for, though I 
have many losses, I have still more than will 
pay everyone twenty shillings in the pound." 

"Mr. Swindlehurst, I wish to have a little 
serious conversation with you, and I hope 
you will hear me with the same friendly feel
ing with which I speak, and first of all, I must 
tell you candidly that I have no hope that you 
will ever be able to pay our account while 
you continue your present course of conduct. 
How many children have you?" 

"I have a large family, nine children." 
"Then do you not find it is the duty of 

every parent to set a good example before his 
children 1 I know how you are going on, and 
can you expect, or have you any right to ex
pect, that your children will grow up wise or 
virtuous and good, whilst they have such an 
example continually before them? You know 
that precept without example is of very little 
use. The situation of a parent, and especially 
one with so large a family as yours, is one of 
great responsibility, and he ought to be every
thing himself that he wishes his children to 
be. I know you love your children, and if 
necessary would sacrifice your life for them." 

"I do love my children, and would lay down 
my life for the least child I have." 

"Then, is it not well to abandon a worse 
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than beastly habit for them? Consider; in a 
few years yonr children will be of age to go 
out to situations and employments; important 
and trustworthy places may offer; but before 
parties engage children they naturally inquire 
the character of their parents. The answer 
that must be given in your case is, 'Ile is one 
of the most drunken men in the town.' The 
rep! y will be, 'We will not have a child out of 
a drunken family.' Your children will be dis
couraged, and say, 'It is of no use for us to 
strive, father is depriving us of every chance 
of doing well.' In despair, they will fall into 
the same course of vice and folly as yourself, 
and ruin and destroy themselves, both here 
and hereafter; and would it not be better that 
they had never been born? If, therefore, you 
have any regard for your own character, well
being, and future happiness, surely you ought 
to give up this vile practice for the sake of 
your poor children." 

"Mr. Finch, I know I have done wrong, 
and am doing wrong to my family continually, 
and it makes my life miserable to think of it; 
but what can I do? I owe a number of little 
paltry debts. If I go into my shop one or two 
is always calling, teasing, dunning, and threat
ening me. I can neither pay them, nor bear 
to be dunned. I never was used to it when I 
was a sober man (for I was sober, religious, 
and happy years ago). To avoid this dunning 
I leave my business, sometimes go to the 
public-house, but oftener saunter in the fields, 
or walk in the country, as wretched as a man 
can be. I am often tempted to put an end to 
my existence, though I always put on a smil
ing countenance with my pot companions." 

"You ask my advice. There is a remedy
We have a temperance society in Liverpool; 
our men sign a pledge to abstain altogether 
from spirituous liquors, to take wine, ale, and 
other drinks in moderation, and to discounten
ance the causes and practices of intemperance; 
no money is required, all that is wanted is to 
sign the pledge and keep it, and the first 
thing I wonld have you do is to become a 
member. Yon will ea y get through your 
difficulties when you are a sober man." 

"I will be a member now. I wish I had 
been one twenty years ago." 

Mr. Finch there and then drew up a pledge, 
and, steadying his trembling right hand with 
his left, Mr. Swindlehurst signed his name, 
which was scarcely readable. Resuming their 
conversation Mr. Finch remarked-

"The next thing, let me know, honestly and 
sincerely, as far as you can, the present state 
of your affairs." 

Mr. Swindleburst showed him all his books, 
stock, and tools, and Mr. Finch saw that if he 
became a sober man, attended to his business, 
and everything was made the best of, there 

· would be a surplus after paying every creditor; 
but if he were sold up, there would be such a 
sacrifice in the value of his tools and machinery 
that probably there would not be ten shillings 
in the pound. 

"Now, Mr. Swindlehurst," said Mr. Finch, 
"it only remains for you to consult your other 
principal creditors, to explain to them the 
state of your affairs, to beg for time, and 
above all things to adhere strictly to the tem
perance pledge." 

He promised to do so, and to let Mr. Finch 
know the result: At parting Mr. Swindle
hurst said-

"Mr. Finch, I am much obliged to you; no 
man ever talked to me in this way before. 
You may depend upon my doing everything 
you wish. Oh, if I bad been a sober man the 
last twenty years, what a different situation I 
should have been in, and how much sin and 
sorrow it would have saved me from!" 

After consulting his creditors, Mr. Swindle
hurst discovered that none had any confidence 
in his reformation, while some were clamorous 
and would not wait at all; he therefore wrote 
to that effect to Mr. Finch, who induced bis 
partners to help Swindlehurst out of his d iffi
culties. Mr. Finch went to Preston and sub
mitted terms, which were accepted, and Messrs. 
Mather, Roscoe, and Finch advanced, in addi
tion to their debt, iron and money to the 
amount of £350. This was in April, 1831, 
and in June of the same year Mr. Finch 
dissolved partnership with Messrs. Mather 
and Roscoe, and, finding Swindlehurst an 
honest and upright man, he proposed joining 
him in the roller-making business, and did so, 
almost all be had in the world being this 
dubious debt of £460. But the result was 
highly satisfactory to all concerned, for, in Mr. 
Finch's own words he "increased that money 
tenfold; whilst Swindlehurst, by retracing hi~ 
steps and becoming a sober man, has been 
relieved from all his debts and difficulties, 
acquired some hundred pounds, is highly re
spected, a comfort to his family, an ornament 
to society, the pride of Preston, and able sing 
to the world." 
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Referring agaiu to Mr. Li vesey's Reminis
cences (1867, p. 4), we read as follows:
"Shortly after this, John Smith, a fallow
chandler in the town, began to agita.te the 
question of temperance by circulating a great 
number of tracts received from Thomas 
Swindlehurst, and given to him by his partner, 
John Finch of Liverpool. The subject thus 
introduced, James Teare, Isaac Grundy, James 
Harrison, surgeon, and myself and others, 
joined him in his labours." 1 Mr. Livesey then 
proceeded to relate bow the Preston Temper
ance Society was formed on the 22d of March, 
1832, nearly two years after the formation of 
the Warrington, Manchester, Liverpool, and 

1 This statement of M:r. Livesey's, written in 1867, is only 
a repetition of the words used by M:r. Dearden (Brief His
tory, p. 19) in 1840, and confirmed lJy Mr. James Teare in 
his History of Total Abstinence, p, ~. 

other Lancashire Societies. It is evident, 
therefore, that Preston was indebted to Liver
pool, and received its first inspiration from 
Mr. John Finch. 

Mr. Finch was the instrument in God's 
hand of reclaimiug Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst, 
helping him out of his difficultie , and sending 
him forth as a voluntary missionary of the 
new Gospel of Temperance, giving him an 
abundant supply of silent messengers to be 
read and ponde1·ed over at leisure, and to 
scatter amongst the people. 

Mr. Swincllehurst being so well known, and 
having personal experience of the evils pro
duced by strong drink, and the ad vantages of 
abstinence therefrom, was eminently qualified 
to become the pioueer of temperance in Pres
ton, and, as we shall show, he did his work 
nobly and well. 
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Although the first duly organized temper
ance societies on both sides of the Atlantic 
were based upon the principles of abstinence 
from ardent spirits only, yet as early as 1829 
a forecast of the true principle had been given 
in some of the tracts issued by the Dublin 
Temperance Society, notably in the L etters of 
a Physician, the first of which was entitled, 
"A Letter on the Effects of Wine and Spirits," 
and the second, "A Second Letter by a Phy
sician," both of which were written by Dr, 
John Cheyne, Physician to the Forces in Ire
land, and addressed to Joshua Harvey, M.D., 
Secretary to the Dublin Temperance Society. 
In these letters the writer remarks: "It 
would appear to me that those who wish to 
encourage temperate habits ought to aim at 
three things: first, to disabuse all sorts and 
conditions of men with respect to the harm
lessness of fermented liquors; second, to show 
the advantage in point of economy of laying 
them aside; third, to prove that to use them 
for their own sake is irreconcilable with 
religious principle." On the question of the 
supposed value of intoxicating drink in medi
cine, and its effect in shortening life, he 
observes: "The benefits supposed to flow 

from their liberal use in medicine, and espe
cially in diseases once universally and still 
vulgarly supposed to depend on mere weak
ness, have invested these agents with attributes 
to which they have no claim; and hence, as we 
physicians no longer employ them as we were 
wont to do, we ought not to rest satisfied with 
a mere acknowleclgment of error, but we 
ought also to make every retribution in our 
power for having so long upheld one of the 
most fatal delusions which ever took posses
sion of the hnman mind. With many an 
unfortunate patient the immediate cause of 
death was not the fever, but intoxication dur
ing fever, while all who escaped were supposed 
to owe their recovery to wine. I have been 
engaged upwards of thirty years in medical 
practice, a great part of the time extensively, 
and all this while I have been attentively 
observing men who lived in all respects alike, 
save in the quantity of liquors they drank; 
and I can conscientiously affirm that longevity 
is more resisted by excess in that respect, th an 
by all the other hurtfu l influences which pm·
rnanently extinguish the lamp of life, inso
much that were an allegorical personification 
of the various vices by which men shorten 
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their lives to be honestly painted, drunken
ness would appear as a bloated giant, while 
the rest might be represented as obscure and 
deformed pigruies." 

The fourth of the Dublin Series of Tracts 
was written by the late Rev. W. Urwick, 
D.D., Congregational minister of Dublin, and 
be~trs date, November 29th, 1829. In this 
tract the writer points out the evils of intem
perance, and proceeds to con i<ler the causes, 
which include: (1) Misconceptions of the nature 
of intoxicating liquor as good for health, and 
as an aid to thought or conversation, in which 
he maintains that after the use of wine "our 
modes of thiuking will not be marked by 
either depth or accuracy; we shall be inca
pable of that balancing of fact inseparable from 
real wisdom; (2) the desire to relieve care or 
abate anxiety by numbing the sensibilities; 
(3) the fashions of hospitality, and several 
others. In prescribing a remedy he boldly 
and clearly points out "total abstinence" 
thus: "The prescription I have to offer is 
simple, and. within the reach of all, and inva
riably efficacious if it be applied. It is the 
total, prompt, and persevering abstinence from 
al! intoxicating liquors. It has been proposed 
by some to change the kind, or to diminish 
th e quantity, or to lessen the frequency of their 
u e. But the probability, I had almost said 
th e certainty, is, that if indulgence in them 
be allowed at all, the sensation p1·oduced by 
them will continue, the desire for them will 
be sustained, and the door yet left open by 
which temptation may return and again lead 
the half-emancipated victim captive." 

These extracts prove that at this early 
period in the history of the movement the 
writers had a clear conception of the only true 
and effectual remedy for intemperance (i.e. 
total abstinence). 

WILLIAM URWICK was born at Shrewsbury 
in 1791. He came of a Non conformist race, 
one of his ancestors on his mother's side was 
the Rev. Rowland Nevitt, M.A., one of the 
ministers who were ejected under the Act of 
Uniformity in 1662. On his father's side, too, 
his ancestors bad been sturdy Independents. 

In his childhood be was very delicate, and 
suffered so much that his parents prayed that 
God would release him and take him to him
self ; but after three years of illness he began 
to rally, and in time was able to go to a board
ing-school at Worcester, thence to a situation 
at Birmingham, where he came under the 

influence of the Rev. John Angell James, 
under whose guidance he entered Hoxton 
Theological Academy as a student for the 
ministry. There he spent three years of faith
ful preparation for his great life-work, rising 
usually at five in the morning, and giviug 
much time to study and to prayer. 

After leaving the college he received an 
invitation to take a six weeks' preaching ap
pointment at Sligo, in Ireland, where there 
had been an Independent church for more 
than twenty years. He went, and received a 
call to the ministry of the church in Sligo, 
which, despite the opposition of his friends aud 
relatives, he felt constrained to accept. For 
eleven years Mr. Urwick carried on in Sligo 
the work of a laborious ministry, and in the 
famine of 1823 acted as secretary of the relief 
committee for the distribution of English con
tributions in the town and county of Sligo. 

In 1 24 he was invited by the committee of 
the Bible Society to visit every town in Con
naught as their delegate, the sole object of the 
society being the circulation of the Scriptures. 
He accepted the invitation, and the result, 
with the part he took in a discussion, made 
him very popular. The Congregational church 
of York Street, Dublin, gave him a call to be 
their pastor, which he accepted, and removed 
to Dublin towards the close of 1826. Here 
he lived and laboured for nearly forty-two 
years, giving much of his time and attention 
to pastoral visitation, the training of the 
young, and teaching theology to the Rtudents 
in Manor Street .Academy. Even in his holi
days he was doing his Master's work, frequently 
conducting open-air services at Greystones, 
County Wicklow. 

In 1832 Mr. Urwick received the degree of 
D.D. from Dartmouth College, U.S.A. He 
wrote and published several works, mostly 
of a theological character In 1865 a public 
meeting was held in York Street Congrega
tional Church, Dublin, at which the Right 
Hon. Joseph Napier, ex-Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland, presided, when Dr. Urwick was pre
sented with a cheque for £2000, contributed 
by members of his congregation and other 
friends and admirers, of all denominations, 
throughout the United Kingdom; and with 
several addresses from Congregational churches 
in Ireland. Among the many speakers on this 
occasion were Judge Berwick, Rev. Dr. Kirk
patrick (Presbyterian), Rev. Dr. Robson, of 
Glasgow (United Presbyterian), Rev. H. Grat-
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tan Guinness, Rev. R. G. Jones (Wesleyan), 
and others. 

Dr. Urwick. only survived for three years 
after this remarkable tribute to his character 
and worth. He died in July, 1868, at the 
age of seventy-seven years, his remains beiug 
laid in Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin. 
(Condeused from .Famous Irish Preache1·s by 
Rev. C. H . Irwin, M.A., 1889, pp. 54-62.) 

We have been unable to :find any evidence 
to prove that either Dr. John Cheyne or the 
Rev. William Urwick, D.D., had any personal 
knowledge of, or had even heard of the fact 
that a number of artisans at Sk.ibbereen in 
Ireland held and practised the very principles 
they enunciated in these pamphlets, and bad, 
at the very moment they were writing, an 
active, working, well-established abstinence 
ociety. It appears that in the year 1817 

Mr. Jeffry Sed wards, a nailrnaker in Skib
bereen, County Cork, Ireland, became an 
abstaiuer from all intoxicating liquors, and 
feeling the advantages derived therefrom, 
poke to some of his associates, and on the 

12th June in that year organized an absti
nence society, which at :first consisted of only 
twelve members, most of whom had been in
temperate. After a series of weekly meetings, 
held in the houses of the members, a tea party 
was held, to which a number of persous were 
admitted by ticket. It was then resolved 
that a society be formed and denominated 
"The Ab tinence Society," and that it be 
governed by written rules and regulatious, 
and meet monthly, Mr. Jeffry Sedwards being 
elected president, the chair to be filled in case 
of his absence by a vice -pre ident. Mr. 
Dennis Mara, house carpenter, and Mr. James 
White, Hailer, both members of this society, 
were living at Skibbereeu in 1861, and these 
and other:> testified to the fact that such a 
society was originated by Mr. Sed wards. 
Mr. J ohu Finch of Liverpool, who periodically 
visited Skibbereen on busiuess, in his Ilisto1y 
of Temperance Societies (1836, pp. 3 and 4), 
says: " There is uow a teetotal society in 
Skibbereen, county of Cork, begun about ten 
years ago by a few poor nailmakers." Possibly 
Mr. Finch dated the origin of the society 
from the time they entered upon a meeting
house which they erected for their own use, 
about 1824, particulars of which were given 
by Mr. Mara and Mr. Seclwards, jun., who 
affirm that the society attained to about 500 
members, and that the ball was totally 

destroyed by fire in 1854, when the books and 
records, as well as a library, fell a prey to the 
flames. A memorandum book, preserved by 
Mr. Mara, showed that rules did exist, au 
that there was a" sinking fund" accumulated 
by small weekly subscriptions, by which pro
vision was made for sick or distressed mem-
bers. These rules were very simple an 

explicit, the first being: "No person can take 
malt or spirituous liquors, or distilled waters, 
except prescribed by a priest or doctor." In 
1834 an attempt was made by an influential 
adherent to induce the members to relax tbi 
rule, but Mr. Mara says the proposed change 
was successfully opposed, and the society wa 
finally merged in the movement of Father 
Mathew. Mr. Finch says (History, p. 4): "At 
the time that dreadful disease, cholera, visited 
Skibbereen, their number" (meaning the 
members of the Skibbereen Abstinence So
ciety) "was about sixty or seventy, and it 
is worthy of remark that whilst hundred 
were falling victims all around them, scarcely 
one of their number was attacked by it, and 
none were lost. It was evident that <the 
wisdom of these poor men in abstaining from 
drunkard's driuk' was better than the folly 
'of their neighbours in drinkillg,' yet HO mau 
remembered these same poor men, th eir 
counsel was disregarded, and the ir light was 
bid." These extracts prove that a purely 
Total Abstinence Society was in exi tenc at 
Skibbereen prior to the formation of the 
moderation societies of Dr. Edgar, and that 
total abstinence was a preventative of infec
tious diseases such as cholera. 

One of tbe early members of this society 
was a drunken tailor named Peter O'Douoglrne. 
After a time Peter emigrated to America 
and settled down in George's Town, uear 
Washington, and as a proof of his sincerity 
and gratitude he sent Mr. Sedwards an annual 
present of £8 for some twelve or thirteen 
years. In his prosperity he remern bered those 
who had beeu instrumental iu God's hand::; 
of raising him from degradation ancl poverty 
to sobriety, prosperity, and happiness. His 
conduct is a grand testimony to the elevating 
and ennobling nature of true principles. 

In his Birthda.IJS of Temperance Ur. J . 
Macnair tells us of discussions on the ·ubj ect 
of total abstinence in the Reformed Presby
terian community at Greenock and Paisley, 
of lectures in the Grnenock Institution of 
Arts and Sciences in 1825-26, and on to 1829, 
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by Dr. J. B. Kirk, who proved that alcohol 
was the same in nature whether found in 
distilled or fermented liquors; and t:!::iat the 
original eleven who signed the total abstinence 
pledge at Greenock in 1829 bad their names 
di tiugnished by having a cross made with 
red ink, affixed to their names on the 
society's regi:,ter. He maintains that the 
"Bible Wine Question" was thoroughly dis
cussed by Mr. Daniel Richmond, a medical 
student, himself and others on the total absti
nence side, and the clergy, &c., on the other. 
Mr. l\Iacnair states that in "January 1830 
mouthly rneetiugs were commenced in theses
sion-house of the Rev. David Armstrong's Re
formed Presbyterian Church, Great Hamilton 
Street, Gla gow, where the views above 
Ila.rued were publicly taught, and also at a 
monthly meeting in the school-room under
neath the Methodist Church, Bridge Street, 
Glasgow--now part of the Bridge Street Rail
way Station. "In 1830," says the same 
writer, "the president and secretary of the 
Tradeston Young Men's Temperance Society 
were appointed as a deputation to wait upon 
every mini. ter in Glasgow, to reason with 
them, enlighten them, and, if possible, induce 
them to recommend to their people the practice 
of total abstinence from wine and beer, as 
well a of spirits, as this was the only remedy 
for intemperance. This duty was diligently 
performed with little practical result; but the 
discus ion was continued by means of public 
monthly lectures, chemical experiments, the 
circulation of extracts from medical and 
scientific works, and public and private •dis
cussions. Thus a strong, healthy current of 
sound views was created. Great opposition 
and obloquy was the reward; but their views 
continued to gain strength and influence." 

Several writers, including Dr. F. R. Lees, 
Mr. John Pearce and others, have expressed 
an opinion that these efforts must have followed · 
the agitation of 1 29 and 1830, but they do 
not give facts to dispute Mr. Macnair's state
meuts. As we shall see presently, there are 
circumstances which tend to prove that Mr. 
Macnair was speaking correctly as to the 
work done from 1825 to 1830. 

In the first number of the Glasgow Temper
ance Record, June 1830, it is reported that 
at a meeting of the Dunfermline Tern perance 
Society it was agreed "that something be 
done towards the establishment of a temper
ance coffee-room." 

VOL. I. 

The minutes of the society for September 
20th, 1830, record the adoption of a resolu
tion "that the society agree that Mr. H. 
Crombie keep the coffee-house and reading
room, and tbat a subscription be then made 
to get newspapers for the reading-room." 

Some members of the society learned in the 
meantime that it bad been agreed to allow 
the sale of porter and ale, in fact to make 
the place a combined beer-house and reading
room, &c. When challenged ou this point 
some of the committee tned to defend their 
agreement by saying that it would not pay 
unless the sale of these drinks was allowed; 
others defended it on the plea that the use of 
porter and ale was allowed by the pledge. 
To this Mr. John Davie replied "that the 
sooner the pledge was altered Lhe better, and 
he for one was prepared for such an alteration 
if any other members of the society were 
willing to join him." Ou the following day 
a member of the Society of Friends sent a 
request to Mr. Davie, asking him to call upon 
him that evening. On going to this gentle
man's house Mr. Davie found a few of the 
members of the society collecteJ, and at this 
meeting the following pledge was adopted 
and signed by four or :five of the persons 
present:-

" We, the undersigned, influenced by the 
conviction that temperance is best promoted by 
total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, 
do voluntarily consent to relinqui h their use, 
and neither to give nor receive them upon any 
save medical cases-small-beer excepted- and 
wine on sacramental occasions. We likewise 
agree to give no e11coun1gement or support to 
any coffee-house established for the sale of 
intoxicating liquorn. Upon th se principles 
we form ourselves into a society, to be called 
" The Dunfermline Association for the Pro
motion of Temperanc:e by the Relinqui hment 
of all Intoxicating Liquors'' (International 
Temperance Convention Report, 1862, p. 73). 

Mr. Edward Morris, the Glasgow historian 
(p. 17 of his Histor,y), tells us that it was 
from hearing first a very excellent lecture 
from fr. William Collins iu December, 1 30, 
that be was convinced of the full importance 
of these associations, and when this good man 
had done speaking he put cl.own his name on 
the members' roll, and in a few days after
wards gave a lecture himself in the Rev. Dr. 
Kidston's chapel, Campbell Street, Gallowgate. 
This lecture went into the principle of com-

6 
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plete abandonment of all drinks that can cause 
drunkenness. "But,'' says he, "we had to 
wait for others to come up before we adopted 
the true radical cure for Britain's malady. 
The innate love of malt liquor, wine, cider, 
and perry was too strongly fixed in the tastes 
of the middle and upper classes of society for 
the temperance lecturers as a body-- those 
who could manfully, ably contend with an 

antagonist-to hoist as yet the spotless banner. 
Private persons, in and out of the society, acted 
on the true principle, but not teetotally 
pledged." 

Referring, again, to Macnair's Birthdays of 
T emperance (p. 27), we find it stated that the 
first social meeting of the Tradeston Temper
ance Society was held in the Methodist school
room, Bridge Street, Glasgow, January 2d, 

"now LONG WILT THOU BE DRUNKEN? PUT AWAY THY WINE FROM THEE" (1Sam.i.14). 

TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY. 

I do volunt:trily agree to abstain from Ardent Spirits, \Vines, Ales, P orter, Cider, 

and all other Intoxicating Liquors, (a) and not to give nor offer them to others, (b) except 

as medicine (c) or in a religious ordinance (d). 

Having signed the above declaration on the ................. day of ....... . .. . ........... . 

was admitted a member of the ................................. Total Abstinence Society . 

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • • . .. .. .. .. . . : .. ....• ........ ..... SECRETARY. 

(a) "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise" 
(Prov. xx. 1). 

(b) "Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink," &c. (Ilab. ii. 15). 
(c) "Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish" (Prov. xxxi. 6. 
(d) "The Scriptures require the use of 'the fruit of the vine' in the institution of the Supper" 

(Matt. xxvi. 29; Mark xiv. 25; Luke xxii. 1 )-a substance it must, however, be remarketl essentially 
different from the intoxicating liquors found at the table of the Lord. 

"I HA VE DRUNK NEITHER WINE NOR STRONG DRINK" (1 Sam. i. 15). 

1831, when, in deference to the views of the 
total abstainers, all kinds of intoxicating 
liquors were prohibited. 

Thus the two parties continued to work 
away-temperance men and abstainers-each 
endeavouring to carry the position. As total 
abstinence was gaining ground and acquiring 
influence, the opposition became more deter
mined and unrelenting. The advocates of total 
abstinenceweredenonncedassceptics; men 'vYho 
proclaimed unscriptural notions; men who de
sired to introduce a higher morality than that 
taught by Christ, who made and used wine, 
and sanctioned, by his example, its use on 
festive occasions, and who made it the symbol 
of his shed blood, and made its use in the 
Church the symbol of his dying love to all 
generations. It was found that two could not 
walk together unless they were agreed, so con-

tention ended in separation. The result was the 
formation of the Paisley Youths' Total Absti
nence Society, on the 14th of January, 1832." 

This society was established under the aus
pices of Mr. Daniel Richmond, surgeon, who 
was its first president. The following was the 
pledge adopted:-" Vie, the undersigned, be
lieving that the widely-extended and hitherto 
rapidly-increasing vice of intemperance, with 
its many ruinous consequences, is greatly pro
moted by existing habits and opinions in 
regard to the use of intoxicating liquors in 
every form; and believing that it will be cal
culated to promote the furtherance of true iind 
consistent temperance principles, and of .the 
cause in genera.I, do volnntarily agree to ab
stain from all liquors containing any quantity 
of alcohol, except when absolutely necessary 
(i.e. as a medicine)." 
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On the following day, January 15th, 1832, 
another total abstinence society was formed 
in Tracleston, Glasgow. Mr. Macnair says: 
"This association was most active in its opera
tion , holding regular meetings, circulating 
thousands of small leaflets formed of valuable 
extracts from scientific works, travels in the 
Ea. t, and on the wines of P alestine." 1 

On the 19th January, 1832, a meeting was 
held at Greenlaw, in Berwicksbire, Scotland, 
when addresses were delivered by Mr. George 
Clazy, of Eccles, and a divinity student named 
John Parker, who was the author of the fol
lowing pledge, which for a time was used in 
addition to the okl moderation pledge by the 
Greenlaw Temperance Society:-

" We do resolve that, so long as we are 
members of this association, we shall abstain 
from the use of distilled spirits, wines, and all 
other intoxicating liquors, except for medicinal 
and sacramental purposes. Adherence to this 
principle will be notified by prefixing a * to 
the name" (Logan's E arly Heroes of Temper
ance, p. 86). 

The REv. Jorrn PARKER (the divinity stu
dent here named) was for many years the 
esteemed minister of the Presbyterian Church 
at Monkwearrnouth, Sunderland, and an ear
nest, true friend of the cause. In one of his 
communications to the press, Mr. P arker 
points out the fact that at this time (1 32) 
teetotalism, or total abstinence as it was 
then termed, was looked upon hy his fellow
countrymen as "exceptional and strange," 
ancl that the course he took in drawing 
up and signing this pledge made him ap
pear singular, and his teachings different to 
that of others. He adds: "Then and there I 
insisted upon a second horn to the altar, which 
was only allowed out of deference to a well
meaning but weak brother, and generally 
laughed at. My own name stood at it alone 
for some weeks, and then my sisters aclhibited 
theirs. Grateful do I feel, at the distance of 
upwards of thirty years, when I look at that 
·tarw hich I prefixed to my uame, now brighter 
than ever, and which I have no doubt will 
shine brighter and brighter till my country 
be freed from the curse of intemperance" 
(International Convention Report, 1862, p. 71). 

From the facts bPfore us it appears evident 
that there were at least seven distinct total ab
stinence pledges in existence on this side of the 

1 On page 82 is a copy of the pledge-card adopted and 
used by the Tradeston society. 

Atlantic before the establishment of the Pres
ton Moderation Temperance Society in March, 
1832. These were the Skibbereen (Ireland) 
Abstinence Pledge ; Greenock; Tradeston 
Young Men's; Dunfermline; Paisley Youths'; 
Tradeston General; and the Rev. John Par
ker's Pledge, Greenlaw, all in Scotland; and 
these were followed by a number of others in 
Scotland, America, Canada, &c., before the 
signing of the teetotal pledge of Preston, 
September l st, 1832. 

The wording of the pledges of the Scotch 
total abstinence societies covered the whole 
ground, being without limit as to time, and 
plainly indicate, to the impartial and unpreju
diced reader, that a very considerable amount 
of effort had been put forth; in fact, that a. 
sound educational process had been going on 
for some time previous to January, 1832, so 
that there are good grounds for accepting Mr. 
James Macnair's statements as substantially 
correct, seeing they are supported by the evi
dence of the Rev. William Reid, Edward 
Morris, and others. 

As we shall have occasion to show, the work 
in Preston and other parts of Lancashire was 
gradual, progressive, and cautiously experi
mental; yet it must be acknowledged the 
advocacy of total abstinence in Scotland was 
far in advance. The legitimate conclusion, 
therefore, is that tbe educational processes 
named by Mr. Macnair had already done 
immense ervice to the cause. 

In April, 1833, a number of young men, 
members of the Young Men's Christian Asso
ciation for Religious and Mutual Improve
ment, formed the Glasgow Young Men's 
Total Abstinence Society. A deputation from 
the Trad eston Total Abstinence Society and 
this new society waited upon the editors of 
the Scottish Temperance Record, requesting 
the insertion of the rules, pledge, &c., and the 
names of the office-bearers. William Collins, 
in a kind and fatherly way, said: " ·vr e will 
try and :find space in our next issue." But 
Robert Kettle objected, saying : "Total Ab
stinence from wine was neither Scriptural nor 
expedient;" and he added, looking sternly at 
the deputation, "you have always hindered 
the temperance cause by the advocacy of 
abstinence from wine. I do not abstain from 
ardent spirits as a moral duty, nor does any 
of the temperance men. We only consider it 
expedient to do so in Scotland, but would not 
do so in France." 
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"This," says Mr. Macnair (Birthdays, p. 29), 
"was the language of the temperance leaders 
from 1829 till the temperance movement 
ceased to exist in 1835. Such views and such 
teachings projected their influence far into 
the n ew movement, and may be heard even 
at this day. There have always been men 
who say that they do not abstain because it is 
a duty so to do, but they do so on the ground 
of expediency. The rules of this new society 
were never published, but a foot-note, inti
mating the fact of the formation of such a 
society on the principles of total abstinence, 
was inserted, and will be found on page 120, 
vol. iv. of the Record." 

A pledge somewhat similar to that of the 
Paisley Youths' Total Abstinence Society was 
adopted in May, 1832, by the Temperance 
Society of St.John's, New Brunswick, Canada 
(P. Burne's Teetotaller's Companion, p. 328). 

That the principles of total abstinence had 
a simultaneous germination, and did not spring 
from one special locality, or emanate from one 
man, is conclusively proved by the fact that, 
however it was scattered, the seed took root 
and sprang up at about the same period in 
widely-separated localities, viz. Skibbe1·een, in 
Ireland; Greenock and Glasgow, Scotland; St. 
John's, New Brunswick, Canada; Utica, New 
York, America; New England, &c., and even
tually in different parts of England . 

In Livesey's Moral Reformer (1833, p. 386) 
we find the following extract from the Utica 
Elucidator, headed "Truth will Prevail":
"The annual meeting of the Third vVard 
Temperance Society was held on Wednesday 
evening. This society has become a little 
famous for the wholesome rigidity of its con
stitution, which enjoins abstinence from all 
intoxicating liquors. We like rigidity when 
putting Satan under the ban of excommunica
tion. When this society was started, some of 
the good temperance folks thought the world 
was running mad. Many believed it would 
do more hurt than good, and it was predicted 
that it would never number fifty members. 
But its members pleaded for consistency, 
adopted the constitution, and started their 
enterprise with only seven teen members. 
This was one year since. In less than two 
weeks the ru bi con was passed, more than fifty 
signatures were obtained. At the annual 
meeting last week two liundred and thirty 
names were reported." 

It is evident, therefore, that at the time of 

the formation of the original anti-spirit pledge 
society at Preston, March, 1832, a purely total 
abstinence society was in active operation in 
the city of Utica, New York, as well as in 
Scotland, &c. 

In the self-same number of Livesey's JJloral 
Reformer we learn that a society composeLl 
of preachers belonging to the New England 
Methodist Conference had been established in 
the latter part of 1832, under the name of the 
"New England Conference Temperance So
ciety." It.s constitution was drawn up by a 
committee con isting of the Revs. W . W . 
Wilson, Jonathan Horton, Joel Steele, and P. 
Crandall. The pledge adopted was of a strin
gent and particular character, viz.: "We, the 
members of this society, subscribe and adhere 
to the following pledge: vVe will not use dis
tilled liquors, wine, 01· strong beer as a drink, 
nor provide them as such for our friends, or 
for persons in our employment. \Ve will not 
engage in the traffic of them, and in all . uit
able ways will discountenance their use. And 
since it is now an acknowledged fact, atteste<l 
by the most respectable and intelligent mE>dical 
authorities of our own as well as European 
nations, that for all medical purposes su bsti
tutes equal, if not superior, to alcohol can be 
provided, we further pledge our. elves that we 
will not use them as a medicine, except in cases 
of extreme necessity, and when substitutes 
cannot readily be obtained." 

Here we seem to have the groundwork or 
basis of the Lancashire "total abstinence" 
pledges, what was afterwards known as the 
"long pledge," and even the "extreme nece ~ 

sity" ple<lge, of which we shall have something 
to say at a later stage of this work. 

We are inclined to the opinion tLn.t the 
term "extreme necessity," as applied to the 
use of strong driuk, emanated from J ohu 
Wesley, as it was used in his "Rules for the 
use of the people called Methodists" in 1743. 

Either at the time of the formation of the 
Preston Temperance (i.e. Moderation) Society, 
or very soon afterwards, its leac.lers had th e 
total abstinence question clearly and definitely 
laid before them, in the facts printed and pub
lished in Mr. Livesey's Jlforal Reforme1·; also 
in the tracts of the Dublin Temperance So
ciety, notably those by Dr. John Cheyne, and 
the Rev. Dr. W. Urwick, referred to above. 
There can be little doubt that some of them 
were familiar with the Warrington manifesto 
of 1830, a.s Messrs. Joseph Livesey, Henry 
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Anderton, and other of the Preston advocates 
were iutimately acquainted with the brothers 
Richard and William Mee, Thomas Gaudy, 
William Clarke, J obn Broadhurst, and other 
leacling temperance reformers of that town; 
therefore, the Preston men could not help 
acknowledging that "it was not so much the 
effect of ignorance as caution" which hindered 
them from adoµting total abstinence as the 
only trne principle. (Refutation of James 
Teare's Statements, by Messrs. Livesey, Dear
don, Stephenson, Tonlmin, &c., p. 9.) 

Proverbially slow as are the English people 
to adopt "new-fangled notion ·," and espe
cially those relating to tbeiT social habits and 
daily customs, ever looking at what seems to 
them to be "revolutionary measures" with 
extreme caution, yet an idea once taken up 
and adopted is entered into with thorough 
earnestness, and with a fixed determination 
to make the best of it. This is a feature re
markably prominent in the history of the 
various stages of the Temperance Reforma
tion, and more particularly in Lancashire and 
adjoining counties. The movement is much 
indebted to Lancashire, for though it was not 
the actual birthplace of total abstinence prin
ciples, it was in very truth the "nursery," the 
"traiuing-scbool," whence the earliest and 
ablest advocates of teetotalism, aye and pro
hibition, &c., were prepared and sent ont, to 
educate the world in higher, truer, more en
during principles than were being taught else
where. 

In entering upon the history of the move
ment in Preston we shall honestly and im
partially relate facts supported by, and from 
the highest, most reliable sources, and thus 
endeavour to bring the truth to light. 

In his Reminiscences, pp. 3, 4, ~fr. Joseph 
Livesey relates bow he was led to give bis 
attention to the temperance question. His 
own words are: "I had become an abstainer 
some time before my attention was drawn to 
the establishment of temperance societies, and 
heuce I was prepared from the first to give 
them my hearty support, and it may be grati
fying to some to know the circumstances that 
first closed my mouth to the intoxicating cup. 
I had long cherished a dislike to drinking in 
all its phases, though, like others, believed 
that drink was good in moderation, and oc
casionally took my glass. One day I bad to 
settle an account in connection with an un
fortunate partnership that I had entered into 

in the cotton trade, with a man of the name 
of Thomas Maine, and by wbom I lost nearly 
£2000. I had to meet Mr. John Mitchell of 
Blackburn, and his partner, at the house of 
Mr. Mackie, who then resided in Lune Street. 
He was a Scotchman, and over settling the 
account the whisky bottle was placed on the 
table. I took a single glass of whisky and 
water, and either from its strength, or from 
my never having taken whisky before, or 
more probably from the depres ion of mind 
I was labouring under at the time, it 'took 
hold of me.' I felt very queer as I went 
home, and retired to bed very nn well; but 
next morning my mind was made up, and 
I solemnly vowed tha.t I would never take 
any kind of intoxicating liquors a.gain, which 
vow I have religiously kept to the present 
time. I had a large family of boys, and this 
resolution was come to, I believe, more on 
their account than from any knowledge I had 
of the injurious properties of the liquor. This 
was early in the year 1831." 

A brief biographical sketch of the life of 
Mr. Livesey up to this period will be interest
ing, and will give the reader some idea of the 
kind of man who became the leader and 
director of the temperance movement in Pres
ton and district. 

JOSEPH LIVESEY was Lorn on the 5th of 
March, 1794, at Walton-le-Dale, a. village 011 

the banks of the Ribble, and about a mile an l 
a half from what was then known as the 
town of Preston. His father was one of the 
early cotton manufacturers, having a ware
house in the village, and putting out weaving 
in the district. In those days many of the 
cottagers and small farmers had hand-looms 
in their dwellings, by which they helped to 
earn a livelihood, but they had to work hard 
and long to earn the sum of six shillings per 
week by this means. Mr. Livesey tells us 
(in his Autobiography) that the poor band
loom weavers of that time had to work from 
five o'clock in the morning till ten at night, 
and then their average earning were only 
six shillings per week, and that at a time 
when flour of a very inferior character was 
sixpence per lb. When but little over five 
years of age Mr. Livesey lost both his parents 
by consumption, and be and his father's busi
ness were consigned to the care of bis grand
father and uncle. Unfortunately they knew 
very little of the business, and soon lost all. 
Joseph was sent to a dame's school, where he 
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learned to read the Bible, and then adversity 
came, and the old man was obliged to put 
his grandson to work at the loom in a damp 
cellar, where he caught that rheumatism 
which affi.icted him all his life. Soon after 
this his grtlndrnother died, aud the lad had 
to add hou ekeeping to his weaving, and do 
his best to fill the place of his grandmother. 
He had a great thirst for knowledge, and 
spent his pence in the purchase of books, 
which he eagerly read by the light of the 
kitchen fire. He made the cellar in which he 
worked his college, the breast-beam of the 
loom his desk, and was his own tutor. By 
diligently aud perseveringly applying himself 
to sLudy, and buying books as fast as his 
scanty means would allow, he made steady 
and sure progress. When about seventeen 
years of age he joined the Baptist denomina
tion, and became an earnest and useful worker. 
At the age of twenty-one he married Miss 
Williams, the daughter of a master rigger in 
Liverpool, the marriage being celebrated at 
St. Peter's Parish Church (now pro-cathedral), 
Liverpool. 

After living about twelve months at Wal
ton-le-Dale the young couple removed to Pres
ton, where his wife presented him with twins, 
and shortly afterwards he was laid aside with 
rheumatism. He was advised by the doctor 
to take beer and cheese. He found that by 
purchasing a whole cheese he could save 3~d. 
per lb., aud with a sovereign he borrowed 
from a Qnaker friend he went to the Preston 
market and bought two cheeses. Reserving 
a portion for himself, he sold the rest at a 
profit to his neighbours, and found that he 
could earn more by this means than at his 
loom. He therefore speculated again and 
again, and finding the demand continue to 
increase he resolved to set up business as a 
cheese salesman,.and in 1816 he took his stand 
beside a small table in the market-place, re
tailing his cheese. To this business he brought 
to bear that energy and perseverance which 
characterized every pursuit to which he de
voted himself, the result being seen in the 
fact that in a few years he became known as an 
hououred and successful tradesman-a whole
sale and retail cheese merchant. He was an 
ardeut politician, and took an active part in 
the agitation for the repeal of the corn-laws, 
expressing his opinions very strongly in his 
.llloral Reforme1· (started Jauuary lst, 1831), 
some years before the Anti-corn-law League 

was formed. Afterwards (1842 to 1846) he 
published a halfpenny monthly, entitled The 
Struggle, which contained some very pithy 
articles (and vigorous engravings) in support 
of the repeal of the corn-laws. 

At the time the temperance movement 
was started in Preston Mr. Joseph Livesey 
was a man of considern.ble social position, 
possessed of great local power and moral in
fluence. He was then in the strengLh and 
vigour of manhood, being about thirty-seven 
years of age, and the success of the t emper
ance society in Preston is in a great mea ure 
due to the fact that he aud his associates were 
men of this class. He was the right man for 
the work-shrewd, intelligent, earnest, and 
conscientious-a man of and for the people, 
peculiarly gifted with powers to organize, 
counsel, and direct, and one in whom the 
people could place implicit confidence. He 
was withal discreetly modest and forbearing, 
ever ready to award the meed of praise to even 
the humblest worker. Therefore it was only 
natural that he should, by common consent, 
become the head and guide of the movement 
in his own district, and eventually he became 
recognized and honoured as "the father of the 
teetotal movement," and his name will live 
a.nd be honoured in every clime where modern 
teetotalism is known. 

Reverting to Mr. Livesey's Reminiscences, 
p. 4, we have his relation of the way in which 
he and his friends were led to the con idera
tion of the advantages of temperance societies, 
by the tracts supplied to Mr. John Smith, 
tallow-chandler, by Messrs. John Finch of 
Liverpool, and his partner Thomas Swindle
hurst of Preston, and how the subject thus 
introduced was laid hold of by Messrs. James 
Teare, Isaac Grundy, James Harrison, surgeon, 
Henry Bradley, himself, and others, who, 
along with Messrs. Smith and Swindlehurst, 
formed a provisional committee, and made 
arrangements for bringing the subject before 
the public of Preston. They applied to the 
committee of the Bradford Temperance Society 
and obtained the services of their agent, the 
Rev.John J acksou, who delivered two lectures, 
one in Grimshaw Street Chapel, and the other 
in the theatre, to crowded audiences. 

As Messrs. James Teare, Thomas Swindle
h urst, and Henry Bradley were co-workers 
with Mr. Livesey until the end of their lives, 
and their names often occur, we here give 
some particulars of their early career. 
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JAMES TEARE was a native of the Isle of 
Man, and was born at the farm of Cronk-e
Shagle, Rye Hill, parish of Kirk Andreas, 
in February, 1 04. He was the seventh son 
of J obn and Tony Teare, and had two sisters. 
In 1812 the family removed to the neighbour
hood of Ramsay, in which town James got 
the rudiments of a plain education. On leav
ing school he was bound apprentice to a boot 
and shoe maker, but in 1823 his master deter
mined to emigrate to America. James and 
another apprentice had agreed to go with him, 
but while his master waited at Liverpool for 
the sailing of the vessel, James Teare went 
over to Preston to see his brother, who induced 
him to stay in England. He served Mr. 
Gardiner of Preston for two years, with satis
faction and credit to both parties. Before 
leaving Ramsay, young Teare bad united him
self with the vVesleyan church there, and on 
settling in Preston he joined the same body, 
and made himself very useful in visiting the 
sick and in other ways. During the panic of 
1826-27 he laboured hard, and made many 
sacrifices for the sake of his suffering neigh
bours. As a member of the Samaritan Society 
he wa actively useful and became well known. 
He wa very economical in his habits, and 
lived upou plain food, and hence he was a 
strong-built, healthy, vigorous man. He was 
one of the first in Preston to identify himself 
with the temperance movement, and became 
one of its most active and useful public advo
cates, and one of the first in that town to see 
the wisdom of abstaining from all kinds of 
intoxicating liquors, distilled or fermented. 

THOMAS SwrxDLEHURST was born in the 
town of Preston in the year 1784. How be 
\.Yas led to become identified with the temper
ance reformation by Mr. J obn Finch has 
already been stated. He was a comparatively 
uneducated man, but an earnest, impressive 
speaker, and was very well accepted by the 
working-classes, over whom he had consider
able power. 

Not only had he become a drunkard him
self, but his example had led to the intemper
ance of his eldest son, who, however, afterwards 
reformed. He was able to earn from £4 to 
£5 per week, but his intemperance brought 
him to the very verge of ruin, from which he 
was rescued by the tender sympathy and effi
cient aid of an heroic friend of temperance 
and humanity. In rescuing Thomas Swindle
hurst, Mr. Finch did an act which ought to 

endear his memory to every lover of temper
ance in Preston, nay, throughout the world. 

HEXRY BRADLEY was a native of Chorley, 
near Preston, where he was born in the year 
1 09. When but a youth he removed to 
Preston, where he became identified with 
Mr. Livesey's adult Sunday-school, and at the 
age of twenty-three he, with others, formed 
the Preston Youths' Temperance Society (the 
first temperance society in that town), on the 
l st of Jannary, 1832. This society, based on 
the ardent-spirit pledge principle, was estab
lished in connection with the adult Sunday
school in Cannon Street, conducted by Messrs. 
Joseph Livesey, Henry Bradley, and others. 

On the 22d of March, 1832, a public meet
ing was held, over which Mr. Moses Holden, 
the astronomer, presided. The Rev. F. Skin
ner and Mr. G. Edmundson attended as a 
deputation from the Blackburn Temperance 
Society, and they, with Mr. William Pollard, 
a Manchester tailor and draper, were the 
principal speakers. At this meeting the 
Prestou (general or parent) Temperance So
ciety was formally instituted, the following 
being the form of pledge adopted:-

" We, the undersigued, believe that the pre
vailing I ractice of using intoxicating liquors 
is most injurious both to the temporal and 
spiritual interests of the people, by producing 
crime, poverty, and distress. We believe, 
al ·o, that decisi e means of reformation, in
cluding example as well as precept, are im
peratively called for. We do, therefore, 
voluntarily agree that we will abstain from 
the use of ardent spirits ourselves, and will 
not give nor offer them to others, except. as 
medicine. And if we use any other liquors, 
it shall at all times be with great moderation, 
and we will, to the utmost of our power, dis
countenance all the causes and practices of 
intemperance." 

Mr. Henry Bradley became secretary, and 
held the office for six years, and then became 
a member of the committee until bis death. 
Mr. Bradley was twenty-five years book-keeper 
at Messrs. Horrocks & Miller's mill, Preston; 
then he became registrar of births, marriages, 
and deaths, and died January, 1882, in his 
seventy-third year, a faithful, sterling friend 
of the cause. Mr. Isaac Grundy was the first 
treasurer of the Preston Temperance Society, 
and took an active interest in its operations. 
The Rev. Samuel Smith, Primitive Methodist 
minister, was also one of its early mem hers. 
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It will thus be seen that it was fully two 
yeal's after the formation of the Bradford 
Temperance Society, aud some time after the 
temperance reformation in Great Britain had 
taken an organized and popular form, that 
the Preston Temperance Society came into 
existence. Its active workers soon pro\1 ed 
that they were earnest, able, energetic, and 
persevering; and in a very few years, by 
common consent, they stepped to the very 
front of the l>n.ttle against" Rugl1md's greatest 
enemy," strong drink. 

The second public meeting of the society 
was held on Good Friday, April 20th, 1832, 
in an old school-room in Lord Street-Rev. 
Charles Radcliffe, Wesleyan minister, in the 
chair. The next meeting was in the Primitive 
Methodist Chapel, Lawson Street, April 27th, 
1832, followed by one in the Friends' Meet
ing-house, May 4th, and another in St. P eter's 
school-room, Spittal Moss, May 8th, this being 
the first of the regular weekly meetings. 

As there was some difficulty in obtaining a 
suitable place for the meetings of the society, 
Mr. Joseph Livesey hired a place built by the 
Earl of Derby for the purpo es of cock-fight
ing (which was once a favourite sport), hence 
the name of the "Cockpit." Th is would hold 
about 900 persons, and became famous as the 
battle-ground of the Preston temperance re
formers. A regular weekly meeting was 
organized, which was from time to time ad
dressed by members of the society and such 
outside help as could be made avaiJaLle (Teare's 
History, pp. 12-15). 

Previous to this, Messrs. Livesey, John 
King, J. Teare, Henry Bradley, and others, 
had been in the habit of visiting the people at 
their own homes. Knowing, therefore, the 
value of, and the necessity for, this kind 
of labour, they used their influence with 
the committee of the temperance society, 
and induced them to make this part of 
their regular work. Accordingly, the town 
was mapped out into districts, and visitors 
appointed to call upon the members and 
others, once a week, usually on Sunday mor
ning about church time; and their experience 
in this work had an influence and an eel uca
tional tendency which eventually compelled 
the society to take higher ground t.hau that of 
partial abstinence from alcoholic liquors. 

There has been much coutroversy about the 
origin of total abstinence, and who was its 
first public exponent, and some have attempted 

to prove that it emanated from Preston. The 
fact is plainly and fully demonstrated that 
eutire abstinence, as a principle, had a simul
taneous and independeHt germination, and had 
even an organized form in Irelaud, Scotland, 
America, Canada, &c., before any society, even 
on the moderation basis, was established at 
Preston. 

If any one man in Preston ever merited the 
honour of being designated the "father and 
founder of total abstinence or teetotalism," 
it was beyond question Mr. Joseph Livesey; 
but from the beginning he distinguished 
himself above all others by his remark
able modesty, and generous regard for 
the welfare of the cau e, and the honour of 
his co-workers therein, magnanimously shar
ing with them whatever credit was due for 
the organization, developm ent, and promul
gation of sound total abstinence princi}Jles. 
ln almost all his writings and publications 
James Teare, Thomas Swindlelrnrst, John 
Finch, John King, Edward Grubb, Henry 
Ande1-ton, Henry Bradley, Joseph Dearden, 
and a host of others, are duly recognized as 
earnest co-workers with him. 

The late Mr. James Teare, in his Early 
History (p. 16), claimed the honour of being 
the first public exponent of entire abstinence, 
at a public meeting held in the Independent 
Chapel, Grimshaw Street, Preston, June 1 tli, 
1832. He may have meant that, as far as he 
knew, be was the first in Preston to give full 
expression to these views in a public meeting; 
but the principles of total abstinence had beeJJ 
publicly advocated before he had any connec
tion with the movement in any form. As 
already stated, Dr. John Cheyne, Rev. W. 
Urwick, Dr. J.B. Kirk, James Macnair, \Vil
liam Collins, Dauiel Richmond, John Davie, 
and several others had publicly advocated these 
views before the principles of the moderation 
temperance societies bad been introduced into 
Preston, or the Preston Temperance Society 
had an existence; so that if he did really put 
in such a claim as his words imply, he was iu 
error, and possibly in ignorance of the above 
facts, although his wide experience ought to 
have put him in possession o'f them. 

.At the time he wrote his Early Ilistory 
(1846) he had fourteen years' experience, and 
had visited most of the societies in the United 
Kingdom, so that he bad had special oppor
tunities for collecting correct data. It is 
also a noteworthy fact, that when the Pres-
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ton Youths' Temperance Society (the first 
society in that town) was formed in connec
tion with Mr. Joseph Li vesey's adult school, 
on the lst of January, 1832, the question of 
entire abstinence was discus ed, and Mr. J ohu 
Broadbelt then urged the adoption of a total 
abstinence pledge, but was overruled (Origin 
and Success of Teetotali"sm, 1864, p. 9). 

In Livesey's Moral Rej01·rner (May, 1832, 
p. Hi3) the question of total abstinence was 
fully discussed in an article signed" Junius," 
in which the experience of Dr. Benj. Frank
lin is quoted, and from which Mr. Joseph 
Livesey states that he got his first idea.s of the 
qualities of malt liquors, and was thus led to 
study the whole question, the result being the 
delivery and publication of his famous "Malt 
Lecture." As already shown, Mr. Livesey 
liim~elf was a prnctical total abstainer in 1831; 
and Mr. Teare (on page 15 of his work) says: 
"In the month of May, 1832, a few of us 
members of tl1e Moderation Society began to 
act upon the thorough-going principle of absti
nence from ale, &c., as well as ardent spirits, 
from a full conviction that more drunkenness 
was produced by these drinks than by all the 
other liquors put together." 

The fact was, the vi itors found " that the 
liLerty to take ale and wine in moderation 
was a fatal source of backsliding; for while 
abstinence fron1 ardent spirits was strictly 
observed, nnw bers forgot to be moderate in 
the use of malt liquors; therefore, it was no 
uncommon thing for the visitor to find mem
bers of the temperance society drunk" (Dear
clen's Ilistory, p. 20; Live ey's Reminiscences, 
p. 4). 

This terrible fact t.rou bled the minds of the 
active, earnest workers, who began to see that 
something more was required; but it was 
with great timidity and considerable doubt 
as to the possibility of working-men being 
able to dispense with ale, porter, &c., that 
they came to the determination to try the 
experiment themselves privately, and to ab
stain altogether from all kinds of intoxicating 
liquors. 

Mr. Livesey adds (p. 4, Reminiscences): 
"I with many others felt that there was no 
safety for our members without this, and we 
were determined to bring about the change." 
The first practical step was taken by Messrs. 
John King and Joseph Livesey signing a 
private total abstinence pledge. On Thurs
day, August 23d, 1832, Mr. Livesey was 

standing at his own shop door when :fr. 
John King, who was one of the official visi
tors of the Preston society, or captaiu of 
district No. 16, came up with droopiug hea<l. 
and disconsolate looks. Inviting him in, ~Ir. 
Livesey inquired how be was getting on in 
bis temperanc.e work? "Bad enough," re
plied King. "lify people are getting drunk 
on beer. Thou knows, Joseph, as well as I 
do, that Preston folk do not get drunk on 
spirits, and I tell thee that we shall do no 
good until we get our members to do without 
beer and all other intoxicating drink." 
"Would thou sign a pledge to that effect, 
John?" asked Mr. Livesey. "Yes, I would 
willingly, for I have been acting upon that 
principle for some time now, and it is my 
firm determination never to take any intoxi
cating drinks again as long as I live." 

Mr. Livesey thereupon went to his desk 
and wrote out a form of pledge, which Mr. 
King signed, and then Mr. Livesey appended 
his own name, and John King at once began 
to make it known that such a pledge had 
been signed. He was not a. man to do things 
by halves, or to hide his light nnder a bushel. 
Once he made up his mind to do anything it 
was with his whole heart and mind. 

On tlie lst of September, 1832, the subject 
was ·warmly discussed at a members' meeting, 
and five others joined Messrs. Livesey aucl 
King in a total abstinence pledge, of which the 
following is a copy :-

We agree to abstain from all liquors of an in· 
toxicating quality, whether ale, porter, wine, or 
ardent spirits, except as medicine. 

John Gratrix, 
Edwd: Dickenson, 
Jno: Broadbelt, 
Jno: Smith, 
Joseph Livesey, 
David Anderton, 
Jno : King. 

As this meeting was held on a Satm·day 
evening, several of the most active temperance 
reformers, who were engaged in business 
pursuits, were prevented from attending, and, 
as already stated, some of them had been 
practical total abstainers for some time, and 
had been advocating the adoption of this 
principle at the meetings. 

Mr. Livesey's testimony on this point is 
very conclusive, his words being, "Many who 
had become tlwrough abstainers;" and again: 
"I with many otliers;" so that neither he, John 
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King, nor the other five who signed this 
pledge were the only ones who professed to 
be total abstainers before they co~mitted 

themselves to it by signing a definite pledge. 
The fact that Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst, one 
of the members of the first committee of the 
Preston Moderation Society, was a notorious 
drunkard when Mr. John Finch of Liverpool 
took him in hand in 1830, and that he became 
thoroughly reclaimed, is proof positive that 
he had become a practical total abstaiuer. 
Happily we are not left in doubt upon this 
point. In the published report of the open
ing of the Bradford Temperance Hall, farch, 
183 (as issued by John Dale, Bradford), the 
speech Mr. Swindlehnrst delivered on that oc
casion is given in full, and contains the follow
ing remarkable statement : - "He thanked 
God for one thing, and the thought had just 
struck him, that he had never once lifted up 
his voice for moderation. He meant to go for
ward. helter-skelter, neck or nothing, life or 
death. From the moment he was reclaimed 
he was determined never to taste it more." 
Although Mr. Swindlehnrst's name was not 
appended to the famous pledge of 1832 on the 
day it was drawn up and signed, yet he was 
fully prepared to sign when the opportunity 
was presented to him, as the following facts 
will show:-

In the autumn of 1832 Mr. John Finch of 
Liverpool went over to Preston to see bow 
his busiuess partuer and convert was going 
on, and he then discovered that Mr. 'wimlle
hurst was a total abstaiuer from all intoxi
cating liquors, having found it impos.'ible to 
drink ale and wine in mo leration and keep 

sober. 
\Ve give the story in Mr. Finch's own 

words, as given in the Live1vpool Albion, 1836, 
and Finch's Histor.11, p. 6, 7:-

" On my questioning himself he said,' This 
moderation pledge of yours, Mr. Finch, is 
nothing but sheer humbug, botheration, and 
nonsense, for I find that, after I have had one 
glass of ale, I have a greater desire for the 
second than I had for the first, for the third 
than I had for the second, for the fourth than 
the third, &c.; and though I have drunk no 
spirits since I signed the pledge, nor more ale 
on an average, than your moderation allowance 
of three glasses per day, still, as I am fond of 
company, and the pledge does not prevent me 
from going to public-houses and giving drink 
to others, I have schemed to get drunk on 

several occasions. Sometimes I have taken 
all my allowance together in the evening, or 
at one sitting; at other times one or two 
glasses, or none at all for several days, and 
then I had eicrht, ten, or twelve gla ses due. 
This made me a good fuddle, and a less 
quantity makes me drunk now than when 
I was constantly taking it. Finding that 
I was getting back into my old habits, I 
made a resolution that 1 would never take more 
than my three glasses in any one day. Y oul' 
son said, 'Swindlehurst, keep that resolution 
six months and I will give you a twenty
shilling new hat if you will agree to forfeit 
one if you break it, the proof to be your own 
word and honour.' I consented. One even
ing, soon after, I bad had rny three glasses at 
the Plough Inn, had called for the fourth, and 
was just going to drink it when I bethought 
me of my resolution and new hat. Holdiug 
the glass in my hand I hesitated and began to 
talk to it. Pretty sparkling thing, may I 
taste thee? Then I am undone for ever, for 
this is my last chance of reform ! I will not 
-cheat, deceiver, liar, thief. Devil thou art, 
I will not taste thee again for twelve months. 
I had no sooner formed the resolution than 
I hastily put down the glass, ran out of the 
house, and home as fast as my poor legs would 
ca.rry me, knelt clown and pra,yed to God to 
enable me to keep this resolution, for I could 
not depend on my own strengt/1, an l he has 
enabled me to keep it 11itherto; and I hope 
I shall keep it as long as I live, for I am quite 
sure, from my own experience, that nothing 
short of total abstinence from all intoxicating 
drinks can either r~form drunkards, or prevent 
moderate drinkers from becoming drunkards." 

"I said : 'If you have formed that resolu
tion I will do the same;'" and from that time 
to the present neither of us have partaken of 
those accursed things. I was always a mo
derate drinker; I never was drunk. After 
nearly four years' abstinence I am better in 
health, have a better appetite, am more strong 
and active both in mind and. body; can en
dure heat and cold, wet and dry in travelling, 
better than I ever could when I drank, and 
am about 7 lbs. heavier than I ever was be
fore. Swindlehurst's health had improved 
very little whilst he practised moderation. 
At the time he adopted total abstinence his 
constitution was nearly destroyed, one side of 
his body paralysed; he had scarcely any use 
in it. His hand shook so that he could. 
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scarcely write his name, and with great diffi
culty walk a single mile. He broke from his 
drinking habits all at once, and, instead of 
suffe1·ing from ceasing to drink poison, as 
many foolishly suppose will be their case, 
after three months' total abstinence his health 
ancl the use of his limbs were completely re
stored. He wrote as well as ever he could, 
walked ten miles with greater ease than he 
could before walk one, and now feels himself 
ten years younger than he was four years ago. 
He began immediately to preach total absti
nence in Preston and I in Liverpool. Mr. 
Livesey and the working-men of Preston soon 
joined. . . . Swindlehurst's two sous, who, 
from his example, became drunkards before 
they were twenty, have been reformed. From 
these small beginnings total abstinence has 
spread over the world, and thus "from one 
man, and lie as ,qood as dead, children have 
been rai'sed itp to God, as the stars of heaven 
for multitude." 

A little farther on in the same letter fr. 
Finch seems to emphasize the fact that 
Thomas Swindlehurst was the founder and 
pioneer of true temperance principles in the 
Preston district. He adds: "It is truly 
astonishing that these societies, begun scarcely 
four years ago, in this comparatively small 
provincial town, by a poor, despised, degraded 
drunkard, a sisted and supported in this good 
work principally by a few poor working-men, 
reformed drunkards like himself, amidst the 
opposition, scorn, and contempt of the great 
and wealthy should, in this short time, have 
spread over the greater part of the civilized 
world, and bid fair under Divine Providence 
to be a principal means of morally reforming 
the whole human race" (Finch's Hist01·y, p. 
7, in which the italics as here given are his 
OWll). 

Two other facts confirm Mr. Finch's state
ments. One was the crowning in public at 
Preston of Mr. Thoma:'\ Swindlehurst as 
''King of the Reformed Drunkards," in 1836, 
aud the presentation of a gold. medal in April, 
1837, bearing the following inscription:
" Presented to Thomas Swindlehurst by his 
uumerous friends in Preston, as a token of 
respect for his indefatigable services in pro
moting the cause of total abstinence from all 
intoxicating liquors." 

Those facts prove that Mr. Thomas Swindle
hurst's reformation was genuine and complete, 
an<l could not fail to be of immense service to 

the infant cause in Preston. In those days 
practical proofs of the physical, social, and 
moral advantages derived from abstinence 
were of more value than learned or scientific 
lectures, &c. In refuting the claim put forth 
by Mr.James Teare, the authors of a pamphlet 
entitled A Refutation of the Statements of Jlr. 
James Teare, l\iessrs. James Stephenson, 
Joseph Dear<len, and George Toulmin, all 
Preston teetotallers from, tlie year 1832, de
clare, and l\1r. Livesey g ives his attestation 
to the facts as here stated: "In our late de
parted friend Mr. Thoma;.; Swindlehurst, Mr. 
Teare had a rival. H e often insisted upon 
being the first man that proclaimed the real 
teetotal doctrine, as may be seen by referring 
to a report of the Third Annual Conference, 
hel<l at Preston in 1 36, and a Report of the 
\Vorld's Convention in 18.JG; and if many of 
our old teetotallers were called upon to give a 
verdict betwixt the two they would probably 
award it in favour of 1r. Swindlehnrst. But 
we repudiate all such claims, and aftirm that 
the light of this important truth dawned gradu
ally, and was diffused by little and little, and 
by variou persons and agencies, till its full 
blaze was displayed by the various speakers 
at our different meetings. The earliest ad va

cates aud the earliest I ublications gave con
stant intimation of this discovery, and it was 
not so muc/1 the effect of ignorance as CAUTION 

that it was not made more prominent at the 
time. The difference betwixt distilled and 
ferm ented drinks was a subject often discussed 
from the beginning; and though much ignor
ance remained as to their nature and proper
ties there were always strong argument and 
strong feelings put forth in favour of absti
nence from both" (A Refutation, &c., Preston, 
1864, pp. 8, 9). 

This is most remarkable testimony, but 
when closely examined it appears to expres 
much more than the writers thereof intended. 
As applied to the whole country and the 
ad vacates in general, it is perfectly correct 
that "the liglit of this important truth dawne<l 
gradually, and was diffused by little and 
little;" but Preston being later in the field, 
and having the support of the press (in 
Livesey's ./Jforal Reforme1·, &c. &c.), had this 
light before them, and, as stated, they were 
not ignorant, but cautious, reluctant to advance 
too rapidly, therefore the long delay in "going 
the whole hog," as men vulgarly termed it. 

Total abstinence was tried as an experiment 
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as a second pledge, and then only for " one 
,year" at a time (from 1832 to 1835); hence 
the high estimate to be put upon t~e per
sonal experience of Thomas Swindlehurst and 
his sons, along with Messrs. Edward Grubb, 
Richard Turner, J. Richardson, J. Johnson, 
and other reformed drunkards well known in 
and around Preston. These men were "living 
epistles, read and known of all men," while 
:Messrs. Livesey, Teare, and others had been 
but occasional driukers of alcoholic liquors, 
and were, therefore, not so likely to influence 
those who ha.cl become victims of intemper
ance. The early speeches and lectures of the 
Preston reformers abound with allu ions to 
the reforming power of total abstinence, and 

the above-mentioned names stand out very 
prominently. 

Havi!:lg no desire to reflect on writers who 
to the best of their knowledge have stated 
what they honestly believed to be the truth, 
we now submit a statement of facts, un
known no doubt to some of the early writers, 
but which we think later ones must have had 
at their command, but have thought proper 
for some reason to ignore. 

vVe feel it a duty (in order that those who 
have borne the heat and burden of the day 
may be placed in the proper niche of the 
temple of fame, to which they are justly 
e1Jtitle<l) to give the facts contained in these 

pages. 
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As early, heroic, self-sacrificing, and labori
ous workers iu the canse of temperance, 1\fessrs. 
J ohu Finch of Liverpool, and Joseph Livesey 
and Thomas Swindlehurst, of Preston, ought 
to stand in the forefront, ay, head and shoul
ders above some who have been raised to the 
highest possible heights as leaders and pioneers 
of true temperance. They were, to all intents 
and purposes, the men who first went ont 
into Lancashire, cleared the ground of the 
brushwood, and laid the axe to the root of the 
upas tree of intemperance. They cleared away 
many of the pestiferous weeds of deep-rooted 
prej nd ice, ha Lit, aml custom, carefully culti
vated the soil, sowed the seed, founded and 
fostered the first and most important effort in 
the Preston district; and it is not at all un
reasonable to assume that the great reforma
tion effected by Mr. John Finch in the life, 
character, and circumstances of his business 
partuer, Mr. Thomas Swfodlehurst, helped in 
no small measure to enlighten the mind, 
strengthen the faith, and confirm the deter
mination of the practical abstainers in Preston 
and Liverpool, and thus pave the way for the 
wonderful success of the movement in the 
La.ucashire districts. 

Mr. John Pearce in his L ife and T eachings 
of Joseph Livesey, p. 102, ignores all this, and 
simply says that" Mr. John Finch signed the 
total abstinence pledge along with his partner, 
Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst, in the autumn of 
1832, which was immediately after the signing 

of the notorious Preston pi dge," tbus allow
ing his readers to assume that this was their 
first connection with that phase of tbe subject; 
but, as already stated, Mr. Finch, as early as 
1836, put it in public print, and it was iHwer 
contradicted, that Thomas Swindl hnr ·t aucl 
he began immedia.tely to preach total ab ti
nence, the one in Preston and the other in 
Liverpool-" Mr. Livesey, and the working 
men of Preston soon joined,"-so that the 
Pre ton men were disciples, followers, not 
leade1's. 

In the same letter (Liverpool Albion, 1836; 
Finch's History, 1836, p. 7) Mr. Finch adds: -

" It would be impossible for me, or any 
individual, to enumerate all the societies 
which have sprung from it (the Preston 
society), the number of their members, or the 
names of the individuals who have honouraLly 
distinguished themselves in forming th em; 
therefore, let no person or society be offeJJde<l 
that I mention only a very small nurn ber of 
them. Livesey, prince of reforrnerR, Anderton , 
Grubb, Teare, ' Slender Billy' ( Willian1 
Howarth), 'Dickey' Turner, Bradley, His 
Majesty (Mr. T. Swindlehurst, kiug of tlie re
formed drunkards), myself, and tweuty others 
in Preston and Liverpool, have stood iu the 
front frorn the beginning and slain our thou
sands." 

Mark the words,j1'om tl1e beginnin,q! From 
whence, then, does Mr. Pearce get his authoriLy 
for saying: "As a ternperauce reform er 1\fr. 
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Fiuch unquestionably derived his inspiration 
from Preston" (Life and Teachings of Joseph 
Livesey, 1885, p. 102). 

This assumption is altogether at variance 
with the facts, aud shows that Mr. Pearce 
has committed the same error, iu this instance, 
as in that of the late Dr. R. B. Grinclrod on 
page 99 of the same work, and of which we 
shall have occasion to speak in another place. 
"Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in 
malice," should be the aim of all who try to 
write history, and we protest against all 
attempts to build up idols at the expense of 
others. Mr. Livesey, himself, would have 
been one of the very first to raise his voice 
or use his pen against any attempt to give 
him prominence over his fellows, by resorting 
to the suppression of facts, or by imperfect 
quotations from authentic documents, as has 
been clone in the work referred to. 

Taking Livesey's .. Horal Reformer as the best 
possible proof of his views, we find him speak
ing carefully and cautiously on the subject of 
total abstinence in January, 1833. "At the 
repeated requests of my friends," he says, "I 
have drawn up the following Plan of a Tem
perance Society; and though it is principally 
taken from the operations of the society at 
Preston, yet it embodies several particulars 
which we have not yet put in practice." He 
then proceeds to explain the aim, object, and 
organization, and coming to the pledge, says: 
"The members consist of all who sign a pledge 
of abstinence from ardent spirits, and of moder
ation in all other liquors. These pledges vary 
in expression, though much the same in im
port. Some of them point directly against ale 
drinking, and tie the members not to take it 
in a public-house. Whether it would be 
practicable to unite a sufficient number upon 
a pledge of total abstinence from all intoxica
tin,g liquors, in my opinion the most consistent 
pledge, I am not prepared to say; but this I 
do know, that the moderate cl::i,use is very 
much abused by many members. The follow
ing is the essence of the Preston pledge: 'We 
do voluntarily agree that we will totally 
abstain from ardent spirits ourselves, and will 
not give nor offer them to others, except as 
medicines. And if we use other liquors, it 
shall be in great moderation; and we will 
endeavour to discountenance the causes and 
practices of intemperance.'" 

This wa,s published after Mr. Livesey had 
signed two total abstinence pledges, that of 

August 23d, 1832, signed by John King and 
himself; and the "Seven men of Pre too" 
pledge, signed September lst, 1832, and im
plies a doubt as to the practicability of a. 
general pledge of total abstinence, however 
beneficial it might be to · individuals. (S ee 
Af oral Reformer, 1833, pp. 12, 13.) 

Reverting to the pledge signed by "tl1e 
seven men of Preston," Sept. lst, 1832, Mr. 
Livesey (Reminiscences, p. 5) says: "To us, 
at this day, there seems nothing striking in 
such a pledge as the above; but it is but 
justice to say that, though their signing no 
doubt gave a great impetus to the cause, there 
were many others who did a great deal m re 
to forward its interests and secure its succ ss 
than some of these seven. Scnrcely a11y 
record remains of the labours of some of them; 
tbree are dead, two broke th eir pledge wlio 
are living; John King and myself only 
remain 'staunch,' and I may be said to be 
the only worker.'' 

Amongst those who rea.lly deserved to be 
called "the men of Preston," for their early 
devotion to the temperance cause, and their 
faithful and indefatigable labours therein, 
Mr. Livesey gives the names of James Teare, 
Eel ward Grubb, Thomas Swindlehurst, William 
Howarth (jocularly known as "Slender Billy" 
-he being a very broad, strong-built, powerful 
man), James Broughton, Henry Anderton the 
poet, Isaac Grundy (treasurer), Henry Bradley 
(secretary), Joseph Richa.rdson, Richard Tur
ner (better known as "Dickey Turner"), 
William Gregory, Jonathan Simpson (secre
tary), Robert Jolly, George Cartwright, J osepb 
Dearden, John Bimson, Thomas Osbaldston, 
John Barton, Robert Charnley, Thoma 
Walmsley, James Stephenson, George Toul
min, Samuel Smalley, John Walter, Mile 
Pennington, John Booth, and some few others. 
With one or two exceptions they were all 
working men, and about one-half of th em were 
reformed drunkards, all warmly attached to 
the cause, and served it faithfully as speakers, 
visitors, tract distributors, or in any way they 
could make themselves useful. In the course 
of a few months the principles of total absti
nence began to bear fruit, and the fact that 
notorious drunkards were being reclaimed 
began to tell its own tale (Livesey's R eminis
cences, p. 6, Dearden's History, p. 20). 

In a letter to the Preston Guardian (1888) 
Mr. Eclwa.rd Grubb points out the fact that the 
wiclely-pn blished so-called facsimile Preston 
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pledge is not the original, but a copy of the 
pledge and narnes subscribed thereto, as written 
by Mr. Joseph Livesey, and any one familiar 
with Mr. Livesey's writing can see this at a 
glance, so that it does not, and never did, profess 
to be more than a copy of the original pledge 
with the true signatures attached. Mr. Live
sey (Reminiscences, p. 5) distinctly states that 
he "wrote the names, as they gave them out, 
in an old memorandum book, but having held 
it in my band while writing, it was so badly 
written that I decided to copy them, which I 
did with my own band, I believe the llext 
day. This copy I made with care, and it is 
certainly better than any specimens of my 
present penmanship. A fac imile of it was 
engraved on wood, which, with the paper, I 
handed to Mr. J. Dearden, in whose keeping 
they are still preserved." This was written in 
1867. 

Only two of the seven figure much in the 
subsequent history of the total abstinence 
movement, namely, Messrs. Joseph Livesey 
and John King. 

JOHN KING was born at Walton-le-Dale, 
near Preston, on Christmas day, 1795. His 
parents belonged to the Society of Friends, 
and his father is reported to have been "a 
truly godly man," and one who was very partial 
to, and materially assisted, the Rev. John 
We ley and his friends in the early efforts to 
establish Methouism. In early life John 
King was apprenticed to his father to learn 
the business of a clogger. How he became 
identified with the temperance cause, and the 
part he took in the first stages of total absti
nence, has been already stated. He left Preston 
in 1834, and was the means of establishing 
the Chester Temperance Society, and several 
societies in Nottinghamshire, and other parts; 
but after three years' wandering he returned 
to Preston. One of Mr. King's leading charac
teristics was hi indomitable firmness, or power 
of self-control. He was remarkable for his 
ability to say "Yes" or " No" as occasion 
required, and whatever he resolved to do, if 
it was within his power, John King would 
do it. He was for some years addicted to 
the habit of tobacco smoking, but one day 
his attention was directed to a boy with a 
pipe in his mouth, and it deeply impressed 
his mind. As he walked alongside of the 
boy he said: "I say, lad, if it is necessary 
that such a chit as thou art should smoke, 
then it is time the fathers left off;" and from 

that hour no more pipe for John King. At 
another time, while he was endeavouring to 
reclaim a friend of his who was given to 
drink, he was put to the test by his friend 
pointing to the snuff-horn John carried iu his 
vest pocket, and saying: "John, if thou'll 
give up snuffing, I will give up drinking." 
"Done,'' replied King; "give me thine hand, 
let's seal the bargain." From that moment 
the horn and its contents were cast aside; bnt, 
unfortunately, his friend was not so faithful, 
for in a short time be broke bis promise; bnt 
John King did not make this an excuse to 
return to his old habit; he would not draw 
back. In 1840 Mr. King gave up the busi
ness of a clogger, and took a situation on the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, and cou
tinued in the employment of the company 
until his death in 1885 (January 29th) at the 
advanced age of 90 years. He was interretl 
in the Southport Cemetery, grave No. 4362. 

On Tuesday, Jan nary 22d, 1833, a.n at
tempt was made by the teetotallers of Preston 
to get the new pledge of total abstinence 
adopted by the society, some wishing it to 
replace the old one, and thus make the society 
a purely total abstinence society, but others, 
more cautious, wished to make it a second 
pledge, allowing persons joining the society 
to sign either as they thought proper. No 
decision was arrived at until after the subject 
was di cu sed at three other meetings, held 
March 9tb, 13th, and 16th, when the com
mittee agreed to adopt the new pledge as an 
additional one, and Mr. Livesey was requested 
to r evise it and return it to them at a meeting 
held on Saturday, March 23d, 1833, when it 
was agreed to recommend its adoption at the 
annual meeting to be held on the 26th . Ac
cordingly, on that date the a.nnnal meeting 
was held in the theatre, when, it is said, about 
2000 persons were present, and the following 
pledge was publicly introduced a.s a second or 
additional pledge of the society:-" We do 
further voluntarily agree to abstain, for one 
year, from ale, porter, wine, ardent spirits, 
and all intoxicating liquors, except as medi
cines or in a religious ordinance." 

The reader will perceive that we 11ave 
marked in italics the words "for one yea1·,'' to 
indicate tha1t what the Preston men affirrned 
in their Refutation (p. 9) was literally true, 
viz. that "it was not so much the effect of 
ignorance as caution, that the light (of total 
abstinence) was not made more prominent." 
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This public pledge was, after all, only a par
tial one, or one with a defined and brief limit, 
implying fear or doubt as to its pra.cticability; 
it was not what is now termed "thorough
going," or "the long pledge." It was strongly 
opposed by some of the members of the com
mittee, as they themselves had doubts as to 
whether the members would renew it at the 
end of the year. The fir. t seven persons who 
sign d this pledge were: John King, clogger ; 
Joseph Livesey ,cheese-factor; Thomas Swindle
h urst, roller-maker; J riseph Dearden, carder; 
Richard Turner, plasterer; Joseph Richard
son, shoemaker; and William Gregory, tailor. 
Twenty-seven others signed this new pledge 
the same evening, and the names of the whole 
thirty-four were registered in the society's 
book, April 2d, 1833 (Dearden's llistory, p. 
21, and jJforu.l Rejorme1·, vol. iii. p. 127). 

During the year 998 signatures were ob
tained. The different stages of the move
ment at Preston may be thus summa1·ized: 
(1) the Mo lenttion Society was established 
March 22d, 1 32; (2) three months afterwards 
total abstinence was promulgated; (3) within 
about five months a total abstinence pledge 
was drawn up and signed; and (4) within a 
trifle over one year after the formation of the 
Preston Temperauce Society, the total a})stin
ence pledge was adopted and used in conjnnc
tion with, or in addition to, the old ardent 
spirit pl dge. 

The second batch of se ·en of "the Preston 
me11" is much more worthy of regard than 
the former one, as subsequent events fully 
proved. 

J OSEPII DEARDEN was born in \V oodcock's 
Court, Fishergate, Preston, October 30th, 1811. 
From early youth to the commencement of 
the Temperance Society in 1832 he was in 
the same employment as his father and grand
father, and was one of the early members of 
the Preston Temperance Society's committee. 
In 183-± he left his employment and entered 
into an engagement with Mr. Livesey to secure 
agent8 for the sale of his temperance publica
tions, but did not continue long at this work, 
returning again to his former employers, with 
whom he stayed until the 23d February, 1837, 
when he became a candidate for the office of 
corporation beadle, aud was selected out of a 
large number of applicants for the appoint
ment. In this office he maintained his tem
perance principles, and became an ardent 
worker in the ranks of the temperance re-

formers. Mr. Dearden was au enthusiastic 
open-air speaker, a laborious distributor of 
temperance literature, as well as being a dili
gent and ever-welcome visitor. In 1840 he 
published his Brief Ilistory of Teetotalism, 
which some have erroneously stated to be 
"the first historical account of teetotali rn 
ever printed" (The Templar, March 18th, 
1875). 

It was at a meeting got up by Mr. Dearden 
in October, 1832, that Richard Turner signed 
the pledge of abstinence; and applied the word 
"teetotal" to the principle of entire abstinence 
from all intoxicating liquors. Mr. Dearden soou 
saw the evil effects of public-house friendly and 
burial societies, and he and his friends founded 
successful societies on teetotal principles. In 
October, 1844, at a great meeting in the Ex:
changeAssembly Room, the teetotal societies of 
Preston presented to Mr. Dearden a series of 
valuable testimonials, suitably inscribed, which 
he prized exceedingly. At a later period be 
recei ,-ed other presents and tributes, including 
a kindly letter and a silver medal from the 
Rev. Father Mathew, of Cork, Ireland. fr. 
Dearden was a great antiquarian, giving his 
special attention to the collection of auto
graphs, prints, coins, and general curiosities. 
At the grand lodge session of the I.O.G.T., 
held in Preston in 1872, the writer, with 
others, was privileged to.see Mr. Dearden and 
ome of bis treasurel:l, of which he had a very 

large store. 
In speaking of his decease the Preston Guar

dian said : "Amongst other ways of his use
fulness, he has been the means of bringing 
many eminent persons to Preston to address 
meetings and deliver lectures; and he has 
done much in the promotion of charitable 
subscriptions. Few men of his social standing 
have done more for the community in which 
they sojourned, and not many of any rank 
have displayed moreintelligence,good-hearted-
1wss, practical ability, versatility in di inter
ested labour, and well-directed earnestness 
and zeal." He died on the 24th of February, 
1875, in his sixty-fourth year. 

That Mr. John Finch, of Liverpool, and 
Mr. Joseph Livesey, of Preston, were inti
mately acquainted with each other in 1832 is 
evident from the fact that they were found 
working together in the cause of temperance 
and in the effort to ameliorate the condition 
of the poor. On the 30th of December, 1832, 
Mr. Livesey visited Liverpool, and, in corn-
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pany with Mr. Finch and a well-disposed 
workman, visited one of the lowest localities 
for the purpose of inquiring into the causes of 
the poverty of the inhabitants and persuadiDg 
them to the practice of temperance. In a loug 
letter to the Mercui·y Mr. Finch gives particu
lars of this special visit to the homes of the 
poor people, and affirms that this was a work 
to which Mr. Livesey usually devoted his 
Sunday mornings, whether at home or abroad. 
As the body of this letter is not only inter
esting but suggestive, we give a lengthy ex
tract therefrom. Mr. Fiucb observes: 

"Our labours were confined to visiting from 
forty to fifty families residing on the left side 
of Preston Street, beginning at Whitechapel. 
P drnps we visited about one-fourth part of 
th e street, or rather less, and so appalling were 
the scenes of wretche<lness we witnessed that 
Mr. Livesey, who has visited the dwellings of 
the poor weavers in different parts of this 
country, who can earn oDly from about four 
to eight shillings per week, declares lie never 
saw any among them half so miserable as these 
we have this day seen in a small portion of one 
street in the very centre of the second commer
cial town of the most rich and powerful em
pire in the world. I think it due to suffering 
bnrnanity to relate exactly what we saw, with
out any concealment or exaggeration; those 
who doubt may easily satisfy themselves by 
personal inqniries o~ the spot. My remarks 
will be upon the houses, rent, furniture, bed
ding, food, clothiug, and employment of the 
inhabitants of Preston Street. In all the houses 
we visited, with few exceptions, each single 
room from eight to eleven feet square, or about 
Lhat size, is iuhabited by one, sometimes two 
families, in which they both eat, drink, cook, 
wash, and sleep. These houses are in general 
in a dilapidated state, with broken doors, 
mouldering walls tumbling to rnin, broken 
windows, in .,,ome cases no windows at all, and 
some without fireplaces; sorue iubabit the 
<lark, damp cellars so low that you cannot 
stallll upright in them, and not unfrequently 
sul>ject to floods of water; in general, these 
pla.ces are filthy in the extreme. The rents 
paid for these wretched hovels, scarcely fit for 
pigs to live in, is from ls. 6d. to 3s. per week. 
The landlord, not willing to be troubled with 
collecting the rents, lets the house to one 
person, who collects from the re t; thus for a 
house worth not more than £12 per annum 
Letween £-±0 and £50 is paid to the miclJle-

VoL. I. 

man by the sub-tenants; and thus, after the 
labouring classes have supported every other 
in society, one out of every six or seven fami
lies has to give one-fourth at least of what is 
left to support another idler from among them
selves. The furniture, &c., generally consists 
of two or three old broken chairs . or stools, a. 
common deal table, a few earthenware crocks 
(half of them broken), a pair of old bedsteads 
(we scarcely saw one pair worth five shillings), 
and a bed and bolster made of wrapperiug 
and stuffed with straw, no sheets or blankets 
- a dirty, ragged coverlet was, in general, all 
the bed-clothes they had. In many cases there 
were neither bedsteads uor beds of any kind, 
but women and children were compelled to 
wrap themselves up in a few rags and lie 
upon bare boards. The food of these people 
is as coarse as their furniture and lodgings. 
vVe found them dining, as they do in Ireland, 
upon potatoes with their jackets on. Very 
few appeared to have a taste of meat, and but 
little bread. In one small room we found two 
widows with four children, without bed or 
furniture, who slept upon a few shavings laill 
in a corner of the room, with very few rags 
or bed-clothes to cover them. There was no 
bread, no potatoes, no food of any kind in the 
place, except a few fish-gills thrown away iu 
the market, which they had boiled for their 
dinner. The clothing corresponded. It was 
all dirt, or rags, or both. Six persons in the 
forty families, we believe, could not clothe 
themselves fit to appear in a place of worship; 
not one individual among them all had been 
at a place of worship; very few ever attended; 
and why should they attend? No minister of 
religion visits any of them from one year's 
end to another, except in a very few cases, 
when a Catholic priest is sent for to see one 
of them on the point of death; and one in
stance we met with of a clergyman of the 
Church visiting in similar circumstances. 
The causes of all these evils we found to be 
ignorance, want of employment, low wages, 
and habits of intemperance. Remove these 
causes and the effects will cease. Ignorance 
can only be efficiently removed by a national 
system of education, which shall give to the 
children of the whole population the best pos
sible training, which shall remove them from 
these scenes of vice and misery, and feed and 
clothe as well as instruct them; for since man 
is altogether the creature of circumstances, it 
is vain to expect virtue and knowledge to 

7 
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spring up in the midst of such extreme poverty 
and degradation. The next cause, want of 
employment, might be removed from thou
sands by adopting the rules of the dock la
bourers' societies, which were calculated, if 
they had been cherished by the merchants 
and magistrates, to advance the morals and 
improve the condition of the whole of that 
useful body of men; but these societies were 
looked upon with cold indifference, the peti
tions of the poor labourers were treated with 
contempt, the work was withheld, and the 
societies are now broken up. A committee of 
gentlemen, and another of ladies, ought to be 
formed to provide employment for all those 
who are out of work. The dock labourers are 
now in a worse state than ever, if possible; 
the men are defrauded of their wages aud paid 
at public-houses just as much as when I formed 
those societies. We met with several in
stances this morning. As to low wages, I 
never think of giving less than 3s. per day to 
a man who can do a day's labour; and I think 
that man deficient in Christian feeling who 
gives less, for I am sure no man can support 
a family in Liverpool honestly and properly 
unless he receives as much. When we know 
that the labourers here are not half employed 
it is the height of crnelty and injustice to render 
their situation still more miserable by such 
nefarious means. After all, we found intem
perance to have been quite a fruitful a source 
of misery as any of the others; very few but 
acknowledged that drinking had been one 
great means of bringing this poverty upon 
them; and we had promises from most th;tt 
they would join our society and avoid this 
vice in future; and the most drunken are 
easiest reclaimed. This visit has determined 
me to devote every Sunday morning to this 
acceptable service to our great Creator and to 
endeavour to prevail upon my brother mem
bers to form a committee sufficiently large to 
visit the whole town for the purpose of finding 
out all the drunkards and inviting them to 
enter our society and to engage in this God
like cause. With this one reflection I must 
close for the present. If so much vice and 
misery is to be found in one-fourth part of 
one small street, what must be the aggregate 
amount in the thousand streets, courts, and 
alleys of the great town of Liverpool? Shame 
on the town and all its inhabitants if this state 
be suffered to remain any longer ! I am very 
respectfully the friend of all, JOHN FINCH. 

"Sunday morning, December 30th, 1832" 
(Li·verpool Jfercury, January 4, 1833, p. 6). 

On the following Sunday-January 6th, 
183:3-Mr. Finch spent the day in Preston, 
and accompanied Mr. Livesey in visiting 
about thirty families, principally weavers, in 
and near Crown Street, Preston. In a long 
letter, occupying over a column of the Mercury, 
Mr. Finch gives particulars of this visit "to 
that part of Preston which is considered the 
most distressed, and to the class that sn b
sists upon the most scanty means "-front 
lkd. to 2~d. per day each individual, including 
wages and parish relief, to purchase food aud 
clothing; and yet, says Mr. Finch, "I must 
confirm Mr. Li vesey's assertion in my last 
letter that their situation, miserable as it is, 
is one of comfort compared with that of the 
wretched inhabitants of Preston Street, Liver
pool." In this letter he gives particulars of 
the wages, payments, position, and borne requi
sites possessed by these poor weavers, in com
parison with those they had visited in Liver
pool the previous Sunday, and adds: 

"It was unnecessary for us to ask them to 
join the Temperance Society, all being already 
good members from necessity, for they have 
not one penny to spare for drink. We found 
nearly all the family in every house at home, 
except that a few children were gone to the 
Sunday-school. Some of the men were assisting 
in domestic affairs, others attending to the 
children,or reading while the wives were doing 
these things. Weavers who wish for any degree 
of comfort are compelled to spend Sunday in 
this manner, for both parents and children 
work all the hours that are given during six 
days, and therefore, if cleaning is to be done 
at all, it must be done on the seventh" 
(Liverpool Mercur,y, January 18, 1833). 

The remainder of the letter is devoted to 
an exposition of the hardships and difficulties 
of the weavers, and in suggesting such reme
dies as appeared to him to be calculated to 
meet the necessities of the case. 

In a third letter, bearing date January 21, 
1833, Mr. Finch states the result of an organ
ized system of visitation carried out on Sun
day mornings by himself and a band of eight 
young men. In this letter he gives several 
pleasing instances of reformation in those who 
signed the pledge on their first visit. On 
Sunday, January 13, 1833, Mr. Finch and a 
member of the Society of Friends visited the 
dock labourers residing in Crosby Street, and 
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reports that the drunkenness of the labourers 
was--

" Their misfortune more than their fault, as 
it arises principally from the vile practice of 
paying their wages late on the Saturday even
iug at public-houses. Every man is expected 
to spend something at the house; and the 
men are frequently kept waiting there for 
their money many hours in order to induce 
them to drink. The consequence is that very 
often a quarter, and sometimes half, their 
earnings are wasted in drink. The poor 
fellows go home intoxicated, and their fami
lies starve. Unless dock labourers give en
couragement to the house, as it is called, they 
have little chance of getting work at all." 

1r. Finch then goes on to show, by figures, 
how the poor labourers were wronged by the 
middlemen termed "lnmpers," and in a post
script says: 

"I would just remark that we continue our 
Sunday morning visits with the most pleasing 
success. We find nearly all that joined us on 
our first call going on well. The pledge has 
been kept, and the consequence is, that the 
condition of our new ruem bers is improving." 

He concludes this long and interesting 
letter by the announcement of a meeting of 
the visitors being held every Sunday after
noon at 3·30 in the Temperance Coffee-house, 
Greenland Street, to which assistant workers 
were cordially invited (Liverpool Temperance 
History, p. 13). 

These two leaders in the movement, one in 
Liverpool and the other in Preston, were no 
mere theorists, but honest, practical workers, 
ardent lovers of mankind - men of broad 
sympathies and large he::irts, and they took 
the right course to enable them to gain the 
esteem and win the confidence of the very 
poorest and most degraded. Therefore they 
were listened to with eager attention, and 
were instrumental in bringing large numbers 
into the t emperance ranks. 

This house-to-house visitation, systemati
cally carried on by the pioneers of temperance 
throughout the whole of Lancashire, un
doubtedly had a powerful effect upon the 
minds of the earnest workers, and was the 
means of convincing them of the absurdity of 
trying to reclaim the masses by getting them 
to abstain from ardent spirits only. They 
soon saw that Swindlehurst, Broadbelt, and 
King were right in saying that if any lasting 
good was to be accomplished it must be by 

total and entire abstinence from all kinds of 
intoxicating liquors. Their subsequent action 
in this matter seems to make this a self-evi
dent fact, but they had to proceed, as they 
thought, very cautiously, inasmuch as they 
had a number of very powerful obstacles to 
contend with, viz. habit, custom, popular pre
judice in favour of alcoholic liquors, backed 
by medical authority, and legal protection 
or license. As already stated, parliament had 
passed the Beer Bill, "To encourage sobriety 
and give facilities for the common sale of 
'good, sound, nutritious ale.,"' &c., and thus 
intensified the evil. Statesmen and others 
had to be convinced of the folly and mischief 
this act had wrought, and it took many years 
of hard and anxious toil to create anything 
like an impression upon the minds of these 
people. Writers and editors of newspapers 
were deluded with the idea that fermented 
liquors were beneficial and necessary, and 
they took every opportunity to advocate the 
nse of beer, porter, wine, &c., as sub titntes 
for the "vile compounds" sold as spirituous 
liquors. 

The editor of the Liverpool J.Jercury often 
wrote after this fashion during the years 
1830, 1 31, and 1832. In January, 1832, in 
noticing a communication from an anonymous 
correspondent on temperance societies an<l 
the new beer-shops, he remark as follow :-

"We also think the reduction of the beer 
duties a boon to the public, and the beer
houses are not generally, in our opinion, such 
sinks of iniqnity as ·our correspondent de
scribes them to be, though there are no doubt 
many abuses under the system, as there are, 
and must be, in every other." 

Writing again (October, 1833, p. 318) he 
says:-

" The great vice of the people is the drink
ing of raw spirits, or vile compounds, which, 
without intending anything like a pun, may 
very truly be said to be an unmixed evil. 
A pint of sound ale or porter may do a man 
no harm, and there are some men who work 
hard, who require something of the sort, for 
he must be indeed an ultra-advocate of tem
perance who would refuse to the toiling and 
sweating porter, who will carry a heavy load 
for miles on his shoulder, a draught of what 
in bis own phraseology is termed 'heavy 
wet.' Surely it is much better that he should 
have a moderate allowance of that beverage 
than indulge in the too prevailing and per-
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nicious taste for raw drams, or, as it is termed 
in the slang dictionary, 'a flash of lightning."' 

A postscript adds:-
" Since we wrote the preceding paragraph 

we have seen a passage from the well-known 
works of Dr. Paris, in which the author re
commends a moderate use of good ale." 

In this postscript the editor adopted the 
common practice of backing up his opinion 
by medical authority; but this same Dr. 
Paris also declared that "water is the best 
drink, and salt the best sauce." 

The formidable opposition thus briefly 
intlicated, with the additional weight of the 
wealth, political power, aud social influence 
of the liquor makers and vendors, rendered 
it very difficult for a few comparatively 
humble and obscure men to gain the public 
ear in favour of an unpopular and unpalatable 
doctrine; but the pioneers of the temperance 
movement, not only in Lancashire, but 
throughout the country, were men who, being 
"fully persuaded in their own minds," satis
fied that they were right, and the cause tha.t 
of God and humanity, had determined to 
push ahead despite every obstacle. The 
success of the moderation societies with their 
peculiar facilities and lofty patronage was at 
tirst deemed something wondel'ful; for in 
February, 1833, it wa reported that there 
were twenty-six societies in Lancashire, with 
a total member hip of 13,270, or over one
third of the total for England, which was 
3 ,OOO (Liverpool J.lf ercw·y, 1833). 

A plan adopted by the Lancashire temper
ance reformers, of holding of experience meet
ings, and thus utilizing the talents of the 
working men and preparing them to become 
public exponents of the principles they had 
espoused and profited by, was admirably 
calculated to make the meetings interesting 
and profitable, and at the same time bind 
the reformed drunkards more firmly to their 
principles. The very fact that some of the 
reformed drnnkards took the platform and 
told their own "unvarnished tale" drew large 
numbers of their work-mates and "old pot 
companions" to the meetings, where incon
trovertible facts were more truthfully than 
eloquently or elegantly told, perhaps, yet, 
coming from the heart, they went direct to 
the hearts and consciences of the people, and 
led many of them to determine to "go and 
do likewise." These practical demonstra
tions of the saving, transforming power of 

abstinence ma.<le, and will still make, more 
converts amongst the working-classes tba.n 
finely rounded periods, lofty flights of imagi
nation, logical, scientific, or eloquent speeches 
ever can do. Furthermore, the very fact that 
a man has stood up in public ancl declared 
that he has adopted, and is practising, certain 
principles, has a tendency to bind him still 
firmer thereto. Not only is he fully com
mitted to these principles, but he becomes 
known amongst his fellows as a public ad vo
cate thereof, and from henceforth he has a new 
incentive to action and perseverance therein. 
His character and repntation are at stake, as 
well as the principles of the society, hence the 
necessity for more watchfulness on bis part. 
Those societies which make their members 
feel that they have a share in the work, and 
are expected to be ready at any time "to gi \'e 
a reason for the hope within them," are, as a 
rule, the most popular and succe-sful. 

One more important feature in the early 
efforts of the Lancashire temperance reformers 
was the persistent efforts of the committees to 
exclude party politics and sectarian religion. 
They kept the doors of the societie open to all 
irrespective of creed, sect, party, or uatioualit,Y, 
and looked upon every victim of drink as a 
man and a brother worthy of the effort to 
reclaim and save; hence their remarkable 
success. Not only so, but by the formation 
of youths' societies they wisely sought to 
"prevent others from falling,'' a well as ave 
those who had already fallen. And laHlly, 
they worked systematically-weekly meetings, 
house-to-house visitation, small weekly contri
butions to the funds, tract distribution, &c., 
were deemed essential to the proper working 
of the societies. The following extracts will 
be confirmatory evidence on these points:-

In giving to the Preston 1'emperance Ad
vocate (December, 1833) a report of a week's 
tour, Mr. Henry Anderton, the Preston poet 
and orator, says: "Where the meetings re
cur less frequently than weekly, where none 
but privileged and educated persons are per
mitted to speak, and where ale is preached as 
a nutritious beverage, or, at least, as a neces
sary evil, the societies in these places are 
languid and dying, or dead; and, on the con
trary, where meetings are held weekly, where 
uneducated reformed drunkards have full 
liberty to tell their round unvarnished tale, 
and where abstinence, unqualified abstinence, 
is held forth as the only safeguard of those 
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who are reclaimed, those societies are progress
iug with a glorious rapidity." 

Under the heading of "The Temperance 
Cause in Preston," the Moral Reformer, vol. ii. 
p. 209, has the followiug :-

"No institution in this town ever progressed 
''"ith the same rapidity, or carried along with 
it the ame decisive marks of real improve
ment, as the Preston Temperance Society. 
Its iuflneuce and operations excite u11common 
attention, aud various circles feel its good 
effects. Truth is written upon its forehead, 
its bosom glows with charity, and its feet are 
swift to search out and save from ruin the 
miserable and the vile. Unaffected either by 
politics or party notions in religion, the mem
bers unite cordially together to promote so
briety and temperance. Great names were 
sought after to sanction it, and influential 
men, as they are called, to form the committee; 
but under such auspices, ere now it would 
have been extinct ; a considerable number of 
respectable working men, including several 
reformed drunkards, were added to the com
mittee, and by their zealous, indefatigable 
efforts, few, if any, of the societies in Lanca
::;hire, I believe, are going on with the same 
prosperity. The weekly meetings are crowded 
to excess; the speeches, mostly from the oper
atives themselves, are affecting and powerful; 
aud as a proof I may mention that, at the 
last weekly meeting, no fewer than sev nty
three subscribed the pledge. Several thou
sands of tracts have been on1ered; the town 
is divided into tweuty-eight districts, and a 
captain is appointed to circulate tracts and 
to superintend each district. I could fill the 
whole of this nnm ber with detailing the state
ments and confessions of reformed drunkards, 
which have been delivered in a manner calcu
lated to delight every man who feels for the 
good of his species. In this respect I believe 
we go beyond what most other societies have 
marked out as the course of operation; they 
seem to think that the conversion of old and 
hardened drinkers is hopeless, and, therefore, 
trust more in the efficacy of preserving the 
temperate, in order to secure a better race of 
men for the next generation. We are not so 
passive, nor so distant in our prospects; the 
number of reformed drunkards, the most 
notorious in the town, who now do honour, 
by their consistent conduct, to our society, are 
a sufficient assurance that, with appropriate 
efforts, and with the blessing of God, the chief 

of drunkards may be reclaimed. It is true 
we have bad some that have relapsed; and it 
would be strange, out of so many, if this were 
not the case; but they are not abandoned, 
they are visited by those who speak to them 
with charity and kindness, and whose efforts, 
I believe, in no instance have yet been known 
to fail in restori1Jg them. They are not up
braided, but counselled to steadfastness, and 
warned to keep from temptation. In every 
case it has been the 'first glass' to which they 
could trace their fall, and of ten to the mis
guided entreaties of a friend; but the result 
lias generally been, that, seeing the danger, 
they have now resolved neve1· to taste either ale 
or spir1'ts." 

1ifr. John Finch's introduction to bis Por
traiture and History of the Temperance Move
ments (1836) gives so graphic a description of 
the modus operandi and guiding principles of 
the Liverpool societies, that we are tempted 
to give a lengthy extract therefrom. He says 

"I write for two purposes. First, to re
move false impressions, error., and prejudices; 
second, to procure personal exertion and pecu
niary aid in carrying on these two great and 
good institutions. 

"We believe that there are thousand!:! not 
yet prepared to join us, who approve of our 
proceedings and are willing to give us coun
tenance and support. Our expenses con i t 
in the rent, lighting, and cleaning of our 
meeting-rooms, printing notices, advertising, 
placards, &c., travelling expenses of our mis
sionaries when they go to places unresorted, 
and where there are no societies, and where 
the people are poor; the travelling expenses 
of missionaries which visit us from other 
place·, and temperance books and tracts for 
gratuitous distribution. Our advocates being 
nearly all working men, most of them reform eel 
drunkards, cost us nothing; freely they have 
received, and they freely give. 

"I believe we have in Liverpool alone uot 
less than 200 men and youths, and a consider
able number of females-not many of them 
learned, noble, and mighty, it is true, but 
capable of addressing a public audience in a 
useful and effective manner-most willing and 
anxious to labour gratuitou ly, not one-third 
of whom, for want of places to meet in, have 
at present an opportunity of speaking. 

"Persons joining the society in connection 
with the British Association for the Promotion 
of Temperance are not required to pay one 
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farthing as a condition of membership; all 
contributions to our funds are perfectly volun
tary; all that is required is that th3y sign 
their name to, and faithfully keep, the follow
ing pledge:-' I do voluntarily promise that 
I will abstain altogether from the u e of ale, 
porter, cider, wine, and spirituous liquors, and 
all other intoxicating articles, except as medi
cines, or in a religious ordinance; that I will 
not give nor offer them to others, and that I 
will discountenance all the causes and prac
tices of intemperance.' 

"Iu our society we pay no deference to 
rank or station; all our members are equal, 
and we have no privates, no drones; all must 
labour. All are kings and priests unto God, 
and he is greatest among us who reforms most 
drunkards, and is most willing to be least of 
all and servant of all. 

"Any indivi<lual on signing the pledge be
comes at once a member, with all its privi
leges, of attending society meetings, speaking, 
voting, and eligibility to office, without any 
charge whatever; and members wishing to 
leave the society can do so at any time by 
first informing the secretary, committee, or 
other officer, and lose nothing by leaving it, 
because they paid nothing whilst in it. All 
the time they continue with us, onr members 
gain in health, strength, peace of mind, pocket, 
character, prospects in this world, and hope 
in the next; they gain in every way. Can 
they be wise, then, that refuse to join such a 
society, the terms of ingress and egress being 
so easy? We consider it in the highest degree 
disgraceful and dishonourable for any member 
to break the pledge. The pledge once broken 
the iudividual is by that act self-expelled, and 
ca1111ot be a member till it is signed again, 
and if the delinquency be clearly proved, the 
society claims the right to read such member 
out of the society by name at a public meeting. 
The discipline we recommend in such cases is 
this- If a member hears that a brother has 
broken his pledge, he first tells him of it 
kindly, by himself alone, and if he finds the 
report true, persua<les him to sign again pri
vately, and there it ends. If he refuse to 
hear him, he takes with him one or two more 
to per uade him; if he will not hear them it 
is told to the committee, who send a depu
tation ; and should this be ineffectual, such 
member may be read out of the society at a 
public meeting; but even then we do not give 
him up, but still try to bring him in, thongh 

he should offend seven times seven. We love 
our brother; we consider all mankind brethren, 
and are not willing that any should pe1·ish, 
but that all should repent, reform, and live. 

"We attack the monster vice of our coun
try, the source of all our crimes. We bring 
glad tidings of great joy, which shall be for 
all people who love strong drink. To the 
thief we say : 'Go, restore what you ha\'e 
robbed; steal no more, and provide things 
honest in the sight of all men.' To the prns
titute; 'Go and sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come upon thee;' and to the hardened 
and profane: 'Fear Him who can kill both 
body and soul.' Corne to us, then, all ye that 
are weary of a life of intemperance, and heavy 
laden with sorrow, poverty, disease, and crime, 
and the love of strong drink, and God will 
give you rest. Take our yoke of total absti
nence upon you, and learn of us to go about 
doing good, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls, for we can testify from sweet experience 
that the yoke is easy and the burden light. 
A new commaudment has Christ given unto 
us, that we lo\.·e one another, as He loved us 
when He laid down His life for us. If we 
love Christ we must keep His commandme11ts, 
and this is the only way we have of proving 
ourselves to be His, for He says : 'By this 
shall all men know that ye are My disciples, 
that ye love one another.' Away, then, with 
the canting nonsense of these sectarian bigots, 
who charge us with substituting temperance 
for the Gospel of Christ. Was not the Apostle 
Paul preaching about temperance and the 
judgment to come? Does not pure and unde
filed religion consist in visiting the fatherless 
and widow in their affliction, and keeping 
ourselves unspotted from the world? And has 
not the grace of God which bringeth salvation 
appeared unto all men, teaching us to den}' 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously, and piously in the world, 
looking for a glorious hope? The blessing of 
God attends our labours of love; millions have 
found the standard of the cross. Go, teetotaller, 
again, therefore, and tell the modern Phari
sees the things that they may see and hear, 
'the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the dead are raised 
to life, and the poor have this gospel, these 
glad tidings, preached unto them;' and if this 
be not Christ, where are we to look for 
another 1 Females, you are all love, join our 
society, for we are a band of brothers ! Chris-
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tians, join our society, for it is based in love! 
Deists and Atheists, if yon are guided by 
reason, join us, for abstinence from drunkard's 
driuks is most consistent with the laws of 
nature and the constitution of man. 

" I hear you say it is a good cause, and how 
can yon best promote it? First, by joining 
our society; and, if not, second, we want many 
more places to hold our meetings in, free of 
cl1arge to us; let those who have influence 
prncure for us school-rooms, chapels, &c., in 
every part of the town, and pay for them if 
necessary; we want now twenty such places 
at least; third, make us presents of temper
ance books and tracts; fourth, give us a little 
money, and pay it into Mr. Hope's bank, or 
to Mr. John Cropper, or myself; fifth, provide 
places for intellectual improvement and ra
tional amusements for the people. 

"If you give liberally, this greatest and 
best reform will go on with rapidity; if you 
refuse to give, answer to God for your con
duct, for we are one and all determined, 
whether you give or do not give, that we will 
never cease our exertions till he have driven 
both drunkenness and the drinking system 
altogether from our land." 

This lengthy extract gives not only Mr. 
Finch's Portraiture of Teetotalism, but also 
gives the reader a clear insight into the 
personal character, views, and aims of Mr. 
Finch himself, clearly proving that he was 
not a mau of onl,y one idea, nor yet the ir
religious person some have represented him 
to be. Here he sets forth the truest philan
thropy, the noblest patriotism, aye, true 
"gospel temperance" i u its highest, broadest, 
and most Godlike sense, "loving one another, 
even as Christ loved us." Assured of the 
righteousness of his cause, he appeals with 
simple faith for the aid needed to carry on 
the work. Not only so, but he was sagacious 
enough to perceive, and to declare his convic
tion, that the traffic in strong drink is inimical 
to the moral, social, and religious well-being 
of the community, and therefore ought to be 
prohibited, or, as he expressed it, "driven 
altogether from the land." 

Mr. Joseph Livesey of Preston, being a self
taught man, and one who had risen from the 
humble position of a handloom weaver, knew 
the value and power of the press, and at a 
very early period attempted to make this 
power ubservient to the interest and progress 
of the temperance movement. 

Prior to the formation of the Preston 
society he had introduced the question to the 
public through the pages of his .iJforal Re
former, and in 1833 set apart a portion of its 
pages every month for temperance purposes 
under the heading of "The Temperance 
Advocate." In 1834 he published the first 
paper devoted to the total abstinence move
ment, which was entitled the Preston Tem
perance Advocate. This he conducted until the 
end of · 1837, when it was transferred to the 
British Temperance Association. 

Up to the autumn of 1833 "the new doc
trine," as the advocates of moderation termed 
it, was known as "total abstinence,» but now 
it was to bear a new and somewhat novel 
name. 

Many attempts have been made to explain 
the origin and meaning of the word "teetotal," 
now generally understood to express and imply 
total, or eutire, abstinence from all kinds of 
intoxicating liquors. Messrs. Livesey and 
Teare agree iu ascribing the first application 
of the word to the principles of total abstinence 
from intoxicating liquors to Richard Turner, 
one of the early converts, and a zealous, though 
humble and illiterate, advocate. In the mouth 
of September, 1833, Richard, or as he was 
more familiarly called "Dickey," was speaking 
at a meeting in the Cockpit at Prestou, when, 
in his own peculiar style, he gave expre. sion 
to the following words: "I'll have nowt to do 
wi' this moderation, botheration pledge; I'll 
be reet down out and out tee-te-total for ever 
and ever." "Well done, Dickey!" exclaim ed 
Mr. Livesey, "that shall be the name of our 
pledge," and the idea was adopted. 

RICHARD TURNER was a native of Bi ls
borough, about eight miles from Preston, and 
was born on the 25th of July, 1790. When 
young his parents removed to Preston, and at 
an early age Richard was sent to work at a 
cotton factory. He afterwards learned to be 
a plasterer, and subsequently beca.me a hawker 
of fish. On ll th of October, 1832, whilst in 
a state of intoxication, he foun<l his way into 
St. Peter's school-room, where a temperance 
meeting was being held, and wLere he went 
anticipating a little fun. Being strongly 
urged by Thomas Swincllehnrst and Joseph 
Dearden, he signed the total abstinence pledge. 
He was described as a man of about five feet 
four inches in height, with a dark, ruddy 
complexion and an earnest gaze, and a full
length portrait of him, engraved by Mr. 
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Ed ward Finch, appeared in the Preston Tem
perance Advocate for 1 36. He was somewhat 
eccentric in hi manner, and created roars of 
laughter by bis odd sayings and doings. He 
was, however, a good worker in the ea.use, 
and in those days that was a qualification 
which covered a multitude of defects. Richard 
never considered it possible to do too much, 
and he was not fastidious, but ready to do 
anything to serve the cause. At the sound of 
his rattle the people :flocked into the meetings. 
In 1846 he undertook a mission to the south 
on bis own account, and preached teetotalism 
from place to place till he reached London, 
where he attended the World's Temperance 
Convention. On the 27th of October, 1846, 
he broke a blood-vessel during a severe fit of 
coughing, and died about eighteen hours after
wards. He r emained true to the pledge to 
the last moment, and was interred in St. 
Peter's chnrchyarcl, Preston, about 400 tee
totallers and others ~ttending his funeral. 
The following inscription was placed over bis 
grave: "Beneath this stone are deposited the 
remains of Richard Turner, author of the 
word 'teetotal' as applied to abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors, who departed this life 
ou the 27th day of October, 1846, aged 56 
years." 

Mr. Livesey gives the following as an 
illustration of Richard Turner's speeches: "I 
have need to peak w ll of the glorious ca.u e 
of t emperance for the good it has done for me. 
I was a trouble to my parents, for I believe 
I was the worst lad that ever was born of a 
man. (Roars of laughter.) You must not ex
pect much from me, because my education was 
at the ale bench. When I go through the streets 
on a Sunday it does my soul good to see so 
mauy reformed drunkards well dressed and 
going to their pla.ces of worship. What fools 
you are to cover the landlord's table, while you 
yourselves must live on potatoes and salt, 
and your children barefooted and bareheaded, 
your coats out of your elbows, and your 
trousers out at your knees, as mine used to 
be! I used to call the temperance people 
fools, but after attending a meeting at the 
Moss school I found I was the fool, and they 
were the wise men. If they have got so much 
good, why may not I too? They invited me 
to come up and sign. I went up to the table. 
They asked me how long I would sign for. 
I said a fortnight, for I tl10ught it was as long 
as I could keep it. I signed the moderation 

pledge, but tha.t would not do. Aftennu·ds 
I signed the teetotal, and, bless God! I have 
kept it, and am strong and hearty, can do my 
work betLer than ever I could, and am deter
mined to go about preaching temperance as 
long as I live." 

Mr. Livesey, who knew Turner intimately, 
assures us that it was a mistake to suppose, 
as some persons have done, that Dickey Turner 
was a stammerer, for such be was not. "The 
truth is," says Mr. Livesey (Reminiscences, 
p. 8), "that Dickey was never at a loss for a 
word; if a suitable one was not at his tongue 
end, he coined a new one." Dr. F. R. Lees 
denies the assumptioh that this word was from 
Dickey Turner's mint, and says ( 1.'ernperance 
Text-book, 1871, p. 12): "It is quite trne that 
the word 'teetotal' was certainly applied by 
'Dickey Turner,' one of the r eformed drn11k
ards of Preston, to express total abstinence, 
that is, abstinence complete and witl1out com
promise; but it is a 'vulgar error' to suppose 
that he either invented the word or stuttered 
it forth. The term has been in common use 
in Irelaud and in Lancashire these hundr d 
years, and was familiar to the writer when 
a lad in that county above forty years ago. 
It can be found in the literature of England 
long prior to the Preston movement in ap1 li
cation to various things. Banim, th e Iri ·h 
novelist, employs it, Maginn, in 'Maga,' uses 
it, and D Quincey, also a master of En rrlish, 
who probably acquired it in Lancashire, amid t 
the idioms of which county he spent his early 
years. Richard Turner used the word because 
it bad an established meaning. It was one 
of those desiguations to which children aud 
uneducated persons were a,pt to give spon
taneous expression; and because it fell in with 
popular usage and feeling, Mr. Livesey wi ·ely, 
or unwisely, adopted it as the name of the 
new society." 

This view of Dr. Lees' is more than con
firmed; it was anticipated by the editor of the 
Star of Temperance (Manchester, 1835, p. 85), 
who declared that teetoLal was a Lancashire 
provincialism long prior to the introdu ction 
of temperance societies (see also Dr. Grind rod's 
Bacchus, 1839, p. 6). 

Imbued with the true spirit of philanthropy, 
the Lancashire men became missionaries of 
the movement, and at their own cost, in the 
midst of much bitter persecution, they went 
from town to town, and village to village, 
throughout the length and breadth of Lan-
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cashire, Cheshire, York hire, &c., telling the 
deluded slaves of Bacchus that they bad fouud 
out a sure and certain remedy for drunken
ne s, an infallible method of removing the 
cruel chains that bound them. 

On Monday morning, July 8th, 1833 (Preston 
race week), Joseph Livesey, James Teare, 
Henry .Anderton, Thomas Swindlehurst, Ran
dall Swindlehurst (sou of the last named), 
Jonathan Howarth:·and George Stead started 
out from Preston on a temperance missionary 
tour. They hired aconveyauce, and taking with 
them 9500 tracts and a small white silk flag, 
on which was inscribed the following compre
hensive temperance programme, viz.: "Touch 
not, taste not, handle not, drink not, buy not, 
sell not, brew not, di til not any intoxicating 
liquors," they started out, and visited Black
burn, Haslingden, Bury, Heywood, Rochdale, 
Oldham, Ashton, Stockport, Manchester, and 
Bolton, besides haltiug at intermediate villages 
a they passed through. They had made little 
preparation in the way of placards or adver
tisements. Their ordinary method of announc
ing a meeting was to drive through the streets 
waving their flag and ringing a bell, James 
Teare, having a powerful voice, acting as crier, 
and announcing that a meetiug would be held 
at a given time and place. Thus large crowds 
of people were gathered together, and the 
word was faithfully and earnestly delivered. 
The seed thus scattered l>y the way took deep 
root, and f~lling, in many instances, on good 
ground, bore fruit, and resulted in the adoption 
by the temperance societies of total abstinence 
as the only sure and effective method of teach
ing and procuring lasting success to the prin
ciples of true temperance. Although, as yet, 
none of the societies had discarded the ol<l 
moderation pledge, most of the advocates of 
Preston, Liverpool, Manchester, Bolton, and 
other towns, pleaded no other doctrine, and in 
all their missionary efforts their chief aim was 
the introduction of this new and better prin
ciple. 

In December, 1833, Mr. Henry Anderton 
of Preston spent five consecutive nights at 
Chorley, Bolton, Manchester, Oldham, and 
Eccles. At the Manchester meeting the Rev. 
H. Stowell spoke in favour of ale-drinking; 
and Anderton affirmed that if it had not bee11 
for "the disinterested labours of Messrs. 
Pollard, Wood, Cunrly, and a few others of 
the laity, the society would soon be extinct" 
(Preston Temperance Advocate, 1834). 

During the early years of temperance re
form in the Preston district none of the ad vo
cates were so popular, or so much beloved by 
the people, as Henry Anderton, "tbe Preston 
temperance poet and orator." 

HENRY ANDERTON was a native of the same 
village as Mr. Livesey (Walton-le-Dale), and 
was born on the 3d of December, 1803. His 
father and nncle were partners in business as 
saddlers and harness-makers, and hi::; motlier 
kept a shop and sold garden seeds, confec
tionery, &c. When only three years of age 
Henry met with a severe accident, l>eing ruu 
over by a loaded cart, but by care and atten
tion he even tu ally recovered. When very 
young he was sent to the natioual school in 
Walton-le-Dale, but his peculiar manner or 
temper was not fairly understood, and Mi-. 
Robinson, the master, was baffied by his pupil. 
From this school Henry was removed to one at 
Saltwick, and from thence to the care of fr. 
Sedgwick of Preston. At an early age he began 
to exbil>it signs of poetic genius, which he 
had inherited from his maternal grandmother. 
The discovery of this power made him quite 
a hero in the village, and all were eager to 
have some of his productions. He had ma11y 
friends with whom be cotresponded, and this 
kept him employed writing prose or Yerse. 
Like most of the Lanca hire people, the in
habitants of 'Walton-le-Dale were keen poli
ticians, and Henry Anderton soon became 
deeply interested and wrote numerous political 
pieces. He was passionately fond of dancing, 
and for a time attended a dancing-room at 
one of the inns in Preston. Through his 
influence a political association, of which be 
was a member, was much improved in tone 
and character, and the meetings of the society 
removed from the pn blic-house. While on 
a visit to some friends at Eccles, near Man
chester, he became a member of the temper
ance society, and on his return home identified 
himself with the temperauce reformers of 
Preston. '\Ve are informed that "his first 
appearance as an advocate was the commeuce
ment of a style of advocacy which for many 
years after made the Cockpit at Preston a 
school for eloquence." 1 Mr. Livesey says: "On 
the platform he was the favourite, not so 
much for his serious argument as for his ready 
wit, his fluency of speech, his power of decla
mation, and his poetical talent." 2 During t he 

I Grubb's Jfemoirs of Henry Anderton, p. 20. 
2 Reminiscences, p. 22. 
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early days of teetotalism no single man did 
as much to make the meetings interesting and 
popular as Henry Anderton, and in his own 
sphere no man was more useful and acceptable, 
or so much in demand. 

Amongst the early converts to teetotalism 
in Preston was a man well known as "the 
little drunken tailor," who afterwards became 
"the philosopher of the movement." He was 
a man of no common order, and had native 
talent, which only needed cultivation to make 
him a power for good. Mr. Livesey tells us 
that ''from the day that EDWARD GRUBB was 
snatched from the ranks of the enemy he gave 
his whole heart and soul to the temperance 
cause." He joined the Preston men in their 
first efforts, and by his zeal, ability, and 
attentive study of the question he earned for 
himself a very high position in the ranks of 
temperance advocates. As soon as he realized 
the fact that he was destined to be a public 
teacher he determined to acquire an education 
which would qualify him for the work, and 
the result was mutually advantageous. As 
we shall see, he became a powerful advocate, 
a public debater, and an authority upon the 
subject. As a public speaker he ranked high, 
and bad a style of bis own. Being somewhat 
erratic he could be wonderfully interesting 
and instructive, or so philosophical that some 
of his hearers were lost in the mazes of his 
long - strung sentences and severely logical 
arguments. The writer has heard him, when 
his audiences have sat spell-bound for nearly 
three hours, apparently magnetized by his 
eloquence and power, whereas at other times 
he has appeared to them as a veritable grub, 
unfitted for flights of oratory, and a weariness 
to listen to. Much depended upon the sur
roundings, and the state of bis mind aud 
body. In private circles he was a great attrac
tion, and especially when he displayed his 
mesmeric abilities. He was an inveterate 
smoker, and many amusing stories are told of 
his devices to indulge in a quiet smoke before 
going to his meetings. 

Amongst those who signed the pledge at 
the meeting held in Grimshaw Street Chapel, 
Preston, on the 18th of June, 1832, were 
J ohu King and Samuel Smalley, both of 
whom were addicted to drink. They signed 
the moderation pledge that night, and after
wards that of total abstinence, Mr. King be
coming a practical total abstainer from that 
date. 

SAMUEL SMALLEY became a reformed char
acter and a useful member of the society. He 
was a cotton-spinner by trade. On a stone 
erected in the Preston graveyard the fact is 
recorded that "Samuel Smalley died October 
24th, 1851, aged seventy years. For the last 
nineteen years of his life he was a consistent 
teetotaller, and in every respect his conduct 
was most exemplary." The same stone re
cords the fact that THOMAS CLITHERO died 
January :3lst, 1855, aged sixty-one years. 
"For the last twenty-two years of his life he 
was an active, zealous teetotaller." 

The following is a copy of an address which 
was largely circulated by the Preston society 
and its advocates, and shows the spirit and 
earnestness of the early workers in that town, 
and also enables us to place on record the 
names of a number of their reformed drunk
ards:-

"TO TIPPLERS, DRUNKARDS, AND 
BACKSLIDERS. 

"Friends,-You are miserable and wretched, 
both in body, soul, and circumstances. Your 
families and friends are suffering through 
your folly. You have no peace here, and 
can have no peace hereafter; and all this pro
ceeds from the delusive, maddening habit of 
drinking intoxicating liquors. You are told 
that these liquors do you good. It is a false
hood, invented and propagated for the purpose 
of getting your money. Judge of the good 
they have done by the ~ffects which they have 
produced upon yourselves and others. Oh ! 
bun the public - house as you would do a 

plague, and the compa.ny of drunkards as you 
would a gang of robbers. 

"Friends,-We were once drunkards, and 
most of us were in the same wretched con
dition as yourselves; but being reclaimed we 
are anxious for you to enjoy the same liberty 
and blessings which we enjoy. We are now 
liappy; our wives are comfortable; our children 
are provided for; we are better in health, 
beder in circum:;tances; we have peace of 
mind; and no tongue can tell the comfort we 
have enjoyed since we became consistent mem
bers of the Temperance Society. Ale and 
strong drink have slain more thau war or 
pestilence; and while we refuse no kind of 
food or drink which God bath sent, we abstain 
from all diluted poison, manufactured to ruin 
mankind, and to rob our country of its great
ness. Tre liave seen our delusion; and we 
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now drink neither ale, wine, gin, rum, nor 
brandy, nor any kind of intoxicating liquor. 
There is no safety f 01· you nor us bu.t in giving 
it up entirely. Come forward, then, ye tipplers, 
drunkards, and backsliders, attend our meet
ings, and be resolved to cast off the fetters of 
intemperance; and once and fm· ever determine 
to be free ! 

John Billington, weave1'. 
John Brade, joiner. 
Richard Bray, fishmonger. 
Robert Caton, spinner. 
William Caton, spinner. 
William Gregory, tailor. 
George Gregson, plasterer. 
J ohn Gregson, mechanic. 
William Howarth, sizer. 
Robert Jolly, sawyer. 
William Moss, mechanic. 
l\Iark Myers, shoemaker. 

Henry Newton, mole-catcher. 
Thomas Osbaldston, moidde1·. 
Robert Parker, moulder. 
William Parkinson, clogge1·. 
Joseph Richardson, shoemaker. 
Richard Rhodes, weave1·. 
J ames Ryan, spinner. 
Richard Shackleton, spinner. 
Samuel Smalley, spinner. 
Joseph Smirk, moulder. 
James Smith, spinner. 
George Stead, broker. 
Thomas Swindlehurst, 1·oller-rnal.:er. 
Randal Swindlehurst, mechanic. 
John Thornhill, cabinetmaker. 
Richard Turner, plasterer. 
Joseph Yates, shopkeepe1·. 
"William Yate , weaver. 

Preston, December 27th, 1833." (Livesey' 
Reminiscences, p. 43.) 
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In Jannary, 1832J a monthly journal, en
titled Tlz e British and Foi·eign Temperance 
Tlerald, was commenced, and after the i sue 
of three numbers the full responsibility and 
proprietorsh ip was assumed Ly the British 
and Foreign Temperance Society. 

Speaking under the heading of "The Pro
gress of Temperance" in the June number of 
the .Jforal R eformer (1833, p. 176), Mr. Live
sey calls the Ilerald "a meagre publication, 
got np with very little labour, containing little 
information, and just covering half a sheet of 
paper. And a considerable space even of this 
is occupied by the unnecessary publication, 
every month, of the names of the societies and 
reputed number of their members." He then 
gives figures to prove that these bad been 
standing for some time, and were obviously 
much below the truth. 

The Rev. George Whitmore Carr, of New 
Ross, Ireland, and Mr. William Cruickshank, 
of Dundee, were engaged as agents of the 
British and Foreign Temperance Society, and 
by their efforts numerous meetings were held. 
Some :fifty-three branches were established, 
and a, large number of tracts and publications 
were circulated. Attention had been awakened 
in the army and navy, several regimental 
societies were formed, and 401 Greenwich 
pensioners had given up their grog. Ou the 
22d of May, 1832, one of the largest meetiugs 

of the season was held in Exeter Hall, the 
Bishop of Loud011 in the chair, the speakers 
being the Bishop of Lichfield; Captain Bren
ton, R.N.; R ev. Dr. Bennett; Rev. J olm 
M'Lean, of Sheffield; the Bishop of Chester; 
Mr. P. C. Crampton; Rev. J. W. Cnnuingham 
(Vicar of Harrow); Lord Henley; antl Messrs. 
Powuall and Broughton, police ma,gistrales. 

The following declaration or pledge was 
adopted at this meeting:-" We agree. to ab
stain from distilled spirits, except formed icina1 
purposes, and to discountenance the causes 
and practices of intemperance." 

An invitation having been given by the 
American Temperance Societ_y to hold simul
taneous meetings on the 26th of February, 
1833, the committee arranged for one at 
Willis's Rooms, St. James's, over which Lord 
Henley presided, aud addresses were delivered 
by Mr. J. Wilks, M.P., and several others. 
Similar meetings were held in other towns, 
that at Liverpool being held in the Music 
Hall, Bold Street, which was crowded. Tlie 
secretary reported that up to that period 3000 
persons had enrolled themselves as members 
in Liverpool. Addresses were delivered by 
the Revs. James Lister, J. Jones, S. San
ders, C. W. Lawrence, aud W. H. Thom; also 
by Me::isrs. S. Hope, Frankland and Smith 
(Li'veipool },fercnry, March 8th, 1833). 

The work of the British and Foreign Tern-
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perance Society was crippled by the lack of 
funds, the subscriptions were only scanty in 
proportion to the work to be done, and the 
agents were, therefore, only temporarily en
gaged, the Rev. John Jackson and Mr. Mac
donald being agents at this period. Ninety 
auxiliaries were formed during the year, and 
over half a million of tracts printed. Mr. 
Bagster, the publisher, contributed to the 
fun<ls the sum of £119, 9s. 3d., being the pro
fits on printing the society's tracts and !Jerald. 
The balance on April lst, 1833, was £569, 
l 7s. lOd., but this sum was only equal to the 
liabilities incurred. 

On the 2lst of May, 1833, the annual meet
ing was held in Exeter Hall, London, the 
bishop of the diocese in the chair, and the 
speakers were Lord Henley, Rev. Dr. F . A. 
Cox of New York, Joseph J obn Gurney, the 
Bishop of Winchester, Revs. J . Claytou, junr., 
Sanderson Robins, Hugh Stowell, Captain 
Brenton, Thomas Shillito, and others. 

011 the 28th of May, 1833, a public meeting 
was held at the London Tavern, to organize a 
Maritime Temperance Society, when Sir R. 
Stopford presided, and urged the importance 
of the subject. Admiral Sir Jaheel Brenton; 
Mr. Thomas Chapman, shipowner and under
writer; Charles Saunders, a coal whipper; Lord 
De Saumarez; J. S. Capper; James Silk Buck
ingham, aud others, addressed the meeting. 

In November, 1 33, a Metropolitan Confer
ence was held in Aldine Chambers, when the 
Rev. S. Robins presided, and addresses were 
delivered by the Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, 
Rev. Dr. F . A . Cox, Rev. Thomas James, Ir. 
H. Pownall, arnl others. In January, 1834, 
the committee of the British and Foreign 
Temperance Society issued the first number 
of the Bn"tish and Foreign Temperance .Advo
cate (24 pp. 12mo, price 2d.) as a supplement 
to the Herald, but these publicatious could be 
had either separately or together. 

In connection with the anniversary of the 
society, held in May, 1834, a conference of 
delegates and friends from various societies 
in England and Ireland was held in Exeter 
Hall, May 19th, 1834, over which Professor 
Edgar presided, and a number of resolutions 
were adopted recommending the establishment 
of temperance societies in manufactories, &c., 
female temperance societies, and means for 
instructing the young, and other matters of 
interest. On the following day, May 20th, 
1 34, the annual meeting of the society was 

held in Exeter Hall, over which the Bishop of 
Winchester presided, and amongst the speakers 
were the Bishop of Gloucester, Rev. Dr. F . A. 
Cox, Mr. George Thompson, the great friend 
of the negro slave, and a popular advocate for 
the repeal of the corn-laws, Mr. James Silk 
Buckingham, M.P., Sir George Strickland, 
M.P., Mr. J olm Poynder, and the Rev. John 
Angell James, the popular Congregational 
minister. It was usual on these occasions to 
make a collection in aid of the funds, and at 
this meeting the sum of £102, 4s. 8d. was col
lected. 

At this stage a very important effort wa. 
made by a gentleman, who, from the begin
ning, took a deep interest in, and was earnestly 
solicitous for the success of the temperance 
movement. Few men of this period are more 
deserving of special notice than the late James 
Silk Buckingham, M.P. As his career is full 
of lessons of instruction to young and old, the 
reader will not regret the introduction of a 
brief sketch of the life and labours of one so 
"worthy to be had in remembrance." 

JAMES SILK BUCKINGHAM was born at 
Flushing, near Falmouth, August 25th, 17 () 
In early life he became a sailor, and wh en 
only in his tenth year was a prisoner of war, 
and had to march with his fellow-prison ers 
and shipmates through a considerable portion 
of Spain and Portugal, from Corunna, by 
Santiago di Compostella, Vigo, Oporto, Coim
bra, and Santarem to Lisbon. From his auto
biography we learn that in the course of this 
long and weary march, barefoot and amidst 
great suffering and privation, though wine 
and spirits were almost as abundant as water, 
they did uot see a drunken Spaniard or Por
tuguese; but wherever they halted some of his 
own countrymen were sure to get drunk, and 
the result was insubordination, fighting, sick
ness, accident.s, and troubles of all kinds, from 
which the sober foreigners were free, and that 
in all his subsequent experience as an officer 
and commander a.t sea, in every quarter of 
the globe, drink was the chief cause, in 
many instances, of shipwrecks, fires, colli
sions, &c., by which many lives were lost. 
He afterwards travelled extensively by land 
through Africa and Asia, and, seeing the 
sobriety of the people as compared with his 
own nation, he was led to abstain himself, and 
to do all he could to induce others to follow his 
example. His career was a remarkable one. 
He bad commanded merchant vessels, become 
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personally known to Mebemet Ali of Egypt, 
explored Upper Egypt, been plundered in the 
desert, surveyed the Red Sea, and visited 
Bombay on a commercial mission; returned 
to Bombay as Mehemet Ali's envoy after a 
twelvemouth's journey through the most cele
brated countries of the East; took the com
mand of a frigate of the Imaum of Muscat, 
but oon resigned it at great loss rather than 
countenance the slave-trade. He settled in 
Calcutta in 1818, and published the Calcutta 
Journal, which realized a net profit of £8000 
per annum for three years; was expelled from 
India (an act of the grossest tyranny, unani
mously condemned by a select committee of the 
House of Commons in 1834). In London he 
established and edited the Oriental Herald from 
1824 to 1829; conducted the Sphyn:c (1827-28) 
and the.Athenreum (1828-29); lectured through 
the United Kingdom on the East India Com
pany's affairs and his oriental travels, and was 
returned to parliament for Sheffield at the 
first general election after the passing of the 
Reform Bill in 1832, without soliciting a single 
vote or being subject to any expense. 

Mr. Buckingham made it one of the condi
tions of his election that he should have an 
early opportunity of calling the attention of 
parliament to the prevalence and prevention 
of intemperance. During the session of 1833 
he did not say much, but on the 16th of May, 
1 3-Jo, on the second reading of Sir Edward 
Knatch bull's Bill for the Amendment of the 
Beer Act, he deli verecl a very powerful address 
in its favour, in the course of which he said: 
"If this were a question between the mono
poly of the brewers and a free trade in beer, 
I should not hesitate to give my entire sup
port to the latter. If it were a question be
tween the sale of ardent spirits and the con
suru ption of malt liquors, I should also give 
a preference to the last, as being the least 
noxious of the two. But it is a question be
tween public convenience and public morality, 
and I cannot, therefore, for a moment hesitate 
as to which I should give my support." 

He contended that drinking beer on the 
premises was the means of drawing husbands 
and fathers from their families and wasting 
the domestic resources; and that he was right 
the experience of years bas too plainly demon
strated. In continuation of his address he 
observed: "I was somewhat amused by the 
sensation of surprise created by the observa
tion of the honourable baronet, one of the 

members for Yorkshire (Sir Geo\·ge Strick
land), when he asserted that he did not think 
fermented drinks of any kind at all necessary 
for health or comfort. It was a bold assertion, 
no doubt, to make in a country where beer 
seems to be held as one of the indispensable 
necessaries of life, where even the domestic 
servants seem to think that if the beer barrel 
is exhausted nature cannot be sustained unless 
it be speedily replenished. But it bas been 
my lot to reside for many years in countries 
where millions of people exist, who neither 
use, nor are even acquainted with, the exist
ence of any fermented drinks whatever, yet 
who for personal beauty, vigour, strength, 
health, and activity, far surpass the drunken 
portion of the population of our own country." 

In accordance with a notice he had given in 
February, 1834, Mr. Buckingham moved 
(June 3rd: 1834): "That a select committee 
be appoiuted to inquire into the extent, causes, 
and consequences of the prevailing vice of 
intoxication among the labouring classes of 
the United Kingdom, in order to ascertain 
whether any legislative measures can be de
vised to prevent the further spread of so great 
a national evil." 

The prospect of success was far from eu
couraging, and a deputation of temperance 
friends from Belfast endeavoured to persuade 
Mr. Buckingham to postpone his motion to 
avoid defeat. This he courteou ly but firmly 
declined to do, and the result of his deter
mined and persistent efforts proves that, dark 
as the prospect seems to be, sometimes the 
way is opened to those who persevere in a 
good cause. 

On the previous day, June 2nd, 1834, a 
deputation of friends of temperance reform 
waited upon the chancellor of the exchequer 
(Lord Althorpe), who was leader of the House 
of Commons, to try to induce him to use his 
influence with the government to bold at least 
a neutral position; but no, the chancellor was 
inflexible, and expressed his opinion that 
Mr. Buckingham had "a bee in his bonnet," 
and would fail to find a seconder for his 
motion. Mr. Buckingham went down to the 
house "prepared for a very ignal defeat." 
"Still," said be, "I felt it my duty to perse
vere. On rising at the call of the speaker, an 
audible titter ran round both sides of the 
house; but the smiles of incredulity and looks 
of impatience and pity that the time of the 
house should be wasted on such frivolities 
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were certainly more marke<l and predominant 
among the Liberals, with whom I sat, than 
among the Tories, or Opposition party. Many 
left the house, unwilling to be 'bored' with 
what they neither wish ed nor cared to under
stand. Of these, I afterwards learned, many 
had come down on purpose to vote against the 
rnotiou, and had intimated their intention so 
to do; but after hearing some of the facts 
stated iu the course of the speech, they could 
not conscientiously oppose all inquiry, and yet 
could not remain to support it; so that gradu
ally the members diruini. hed to little more 
than half of those present at the beginning. Of 
those who did remain, however, the majority, 
though hostile or indifferent at the commence
ment, were so impressed with the importance 
of the evil sought to be investigated as to 
vote in its favour" (Buckingham's History and 
Pro,qress of tlze Temperance Reforrn, p. 26). 

Mr. Buckingham's speech was of great 
length, full of facts, arguments, illustrations, 
statistics, and suggestions; indeed, of such 
force and power as to claim the praise of being 
one of the few parliamentary speeches that 
have made a batch of couverts sufficient to 
turn the tide of a division. 

Sir George Strickland, Bart., M.P. for the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, seconded the mo
tiou, which was supported by Mr. Joseph 
Pease, Sir Harry Verney, Mr. Joseph Bro
therton, Mr. (afterwards Sir) Edward Baines, 
Mr. H. Hughes, Mr. Cayley, and Colonel 
Williams; while Lord Althorpe, Mr. Robin
son, and others opposed it. On a division the 
ayes were 63, the noes 31, being a majority 
of 32 in favour of the motion. Mr. Bucking
ham nominated an influential committee, and 
as the elected chairman gave the utmost 
attention to its efficiency. The followiug 
were the names of the members of this com
mittee:-

James Silk Buckingham, Sheffi eld, chairman. 
L ord Althorpe, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Sir R obert P eel, Bart., Tamworth. 
Alexander Baring, Hampshire. 
Colonel ·Williams, A shton. 
Sir George Sinclair, Bart., Caithness. 
Emerson Tennant, Belfast. 
Phillip Howard, Carlisle. 
Sir G. Strickland, Bart., Yorkshire. 
J oseph Brotherton, Salford. 
Sir R. Bateson, Bart., Londonderry. 
J . P. Plumptre, Kent. 
Henry Halford, Leicestershire. 

Admiral Fleming, Greenwich. 
Daniel Gaskell, Wakefield. 
Sir E. Knatchbull, Bart., K ent. 
W. F. Finn, Kilkenny. 
J. H. Lloyd, Stockport. 
Benjamin Hawes, Lambeth. 
Mr. Alderman \Vood, L ondon. 
Mr. Serjeant Lefroy, Dublin. 
J. Ewing, Glasgow. 
L ord Sand on, Liverpool. 
Mark Phillips, Manchester. 
Sir Charles Burrell, Bart., Sussex. 
Andrew Johnston, Cu par, Scotland. 
John Fenton, Rochdale. 
Hall Dare, Essex. 
I van Briscoe, Surrey. 
Joseph Pease, Durham. 
Thomas :Marsland, Stockport. 
Edward C. Lister, Bradford. 
Edward Baines, Leeds. 
E. Cayley, Yorkshire. 
Frederick Shaw, Dublin University. 
B. L. Lester, Poole. 
Sir J. Maxwell, Bart., Lanarkshire. 
Sir Andrew Agnew, Bart., Wigton. 

This committee sat from Juue 9th to July 
28th inclusive, and examined witnesses, com
pri ing men of various ranks, professions, and 
localities, so that their experience was gath
er d over an extensive range of country and 
occupations, as the following list will show:-

Arnokl, Lieutenant, Royal Navy. 
Bagshaw, R ev. C. F., chaplain of Salford Gaol, 

Lancaster. 
Braidley, Benjamin, boroughreeve of Manchester. 
Brenton, Pelham, captain, Royal Navy, founder 

of the R efuge for .Tu veniles. 
Brook, David, cloth·dresser, Leeds. 
Brougham, Robert E., police magistrate of L ondon. 
Campbell, Alexander, sheriff-substitute of Renfrew-

shire. 

Capper, Samuel, secretary of the Temperance So· 
ciety, London. 

Carr, George Whitmore, founder of the Temper
ance Society in Ireland. 

Chadwick, Edwin, secretary to the Poor - law 
Commissioners. 

Chambers, Robert J oseph, police magistrate of 
L ondon. 

Cheyne, John, doctor of medicine, late physician
general in Ireland. 

Collins, \Villiam, founder of t emperance societies 
in Scotland. 

Davis, Thomas Hart, captain in the army. 
Dods, Robert Greig, doctor of medicine in England 

and India. 
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Dunlop, John, author of a work on the Drinking 
Usages of England. 

Ellis, Abraham, working weaver of Spitn.lfields. 

Elli., James, r.f.D., resident physici:.i.n of the Mid
dlesex Lunatic Asylum. 

Edgar, Rev. John, D.D., founder of the Temper
ance Society in Belfast. 

E ste, l\Iichael Lambton, surgeon to the First 
Regiment of Life-guards. 

Farre, John R., M.D., practising phy ician, 
Charterhouse Square. 

Fearon, H. 13., keeper of one of the largest gin
shops in London. 

Finch, John, proprietor and manager of large 
iron -works at Liverpool. 

F ox, George 1'ownsend, magistrate of the county 
of Durham. · 

Gordon, VI., :M. D., physician to the London Hos
pital. 

Gell, John Henry, coroner for W estminster. 
Hartley, Thomas, hon. secretary to the Temper-

ance Society of London . 
Hinton, John, eating-house keeper, London. 
Herepath, Samuel, working hatter, L ondon. 
Liv sey, Joseph, founder of the Total Abstinence 

Society at Preston. 
Lister, Ellis Cunliffe, M.P. for Bradford, extensive 

manufacturer. 
l\Ioore, Mark, missionary of the London Temper

ance Society. 
Murray, William, iron and coal master, Glasgow. 

Ousby, Rev. Robert, curate of Kirton-Lindsey, 
Lincoln. 

l'oynuer, John, one of the directors of the Miclclle
sex H ospital. 

Place, Francis, one of the leading electors of 
W estminster. 

Purnell, Charles, dock - ma ter and director of 
shipping at Liverpool. 

Roberts, Thomas, mahogany broker, London. 
R oberts, Owen Owen, surgeon, Carnarvon, North 

\ Vales. 
Row.i.n, Charle , colonel, and head of the Metro

politan P olice. 
Ruell, Rev. David, chaplain of the New Prison, 

Cler ken well. 
Simpson, John, insurance - broker, and general 

agent, London. 
Scoresby, Rev. William, Arctic voyager. 
Stanhope, The Hon . Leicester, colonel in the Indian 

army. 
Saunders, Charles, working coal-whipper on the 

River Tlrnmes. 
Turner, J arnes, operative clre. ser of cotton yarn, 

Manchest er . 
Twells, John, Highbury, magistrate of Middlesex. 

White, Robert Guest, army accoutrement maker, 
Dublin. 

White, W . A. Armstrong, police magi trate of 
London. 

Wilson, George, grocer, overseer of the poor, 
Westminster. 

-(Buckingham's Causes and Effects of D1·unJ..:en
ness, p. 80.) 

A very able report was drawn up, under 
ten headings and in fifty-seven numbered 
paragraphs, which was agreed to by the 
committee, and printed among the records 
by a vote of the House of Commons. The 
evi1lence and report were afterwards pub
lished in a portable volume of 600 pages, 
and went through two editions, which were 
published at barely cost prices. The report 
was printed separately, and it is estimated 
that "millions of copies were circulated in 
Great Britain, the United States of America, 
&c." 

It may be well to add here that Mr. Buck
ingham had no help in this work from the 
executive committee of the British and 
Foreign Tern perance Society: they held aloof 
from any official parLicipation in measures of 
a legislative character. On the lOth of Sep
tember, 1834, Mr. Buckingham attended a 
magnificent temperance meeting at Sheffield, 
and gave a powerful address. James Mont
gomery, the poet, presided; and by this meet
ing the Sheffield society was revived . Mr. · 
Buckingham also addressed large meetings in 
Hull, Bolton, Birmingham, Manchester, and 
Liverpool, &c., and thus did immense service 
to the cause. 

He addressed a meeting in the Mu ic Hall, 
Liverpool, October 15th, 1834, when the room 
was so crowded that he was induced to hold 
another meeting on the following evening, 
which was well attended. Mr. Samuel Hope 
presided at both meetings, and the following 
gentlemen took part in the proceeclings:
l\1r. Frankland, from America; Mr. Robert 
Guest White, high sheriff of Dublin; 1essrs. 
James Pearson, Charles Smith, and J ohnFincb. 
In proposing a vote of thanks Mr. J olm 
Finch said: "In opening the China trade Mr. 
Buckingham hn.d rendered greater service to 
the country than any other man or body of 
men in England. The reform of drunkenness 
was of far greater importance thau the reform 
of parliament, and {r. Buckingham had ex
erted himself most nobly and zealously in its 
support. (Applause.) He (Mr. Finch) bad 
formerly been a moderate drinker, but he soon 
found that the moderation or, rather, bothera-
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tion system-(laughter)--would not do. For 
the last two years he had drank no alcoholic 
liquors whatever, and he was never better in 
his life. (Hear.) If this society or any other 
society meant to do any good it must adopt 
the principle of total abstinence" (History of 
T emperance in Liverpool, &c., p. 18). 

The British and Foreign Temperance H erald 
for January, 1834, stated that the number of 
members in England and Wales was 72,176, 
and in August, 1834, it reported them at 
92,223, showing a very large iucrease. 

On the 19th of May, 1835, Exeter Hall was 
densely crowded on the occasion of the annual 
meeting of the British and Foreign Temper
ance Society. The Bishop of London presided, 
and in a speech of much ability declared, in 
plain and distinct terms, his deepened con vic
tion of the importance of the society's labours, 
and the obligations imposed on all those who 
profess and call themselves Christians - to 
promote the interests of such an institution. 
The report stated that "more than half a 
million of tracts had been printed in London 
alone during the year, and that the total 
number printed since the establishment of the 
society was 3,832,800, and 782 medical men 
had signed certificates against the use of dis
tilled spirits." The meeting was addressed 
by Mr. P.H. Fleetwood, M.P.; the Hon. and 
Rev. Baptist Noel; Rev. Dr. Cadman; Rev. 
Dr. Humphries, of America; and the Rev. 
John Williams, the Polynesian missionary. 

In the autumn of 1 34 the mayor and 
magi trates of Liverpool passed a new bye-law 
prohibiting the opening of public-houses on 
Sunday until after one o'clock, with a view to 
the preveution of the scenes of drunkenness, 
which had become very prevalent during the 
hours of di vine service. The beneficial results 
of this regulation, which the local authorities 
at that time had power to enforce, was mani
fested in the diminution of the number of pri
soners brought before the bench on Mouday 
morning. "The number of prisoners brought 
before the sitting magistrates on Mondays 
usually varied from 120 to 130. Yesterday 
the number was only eighty, and, singularly 
enough, there was not one prisoner booked 
between the honrs of three o'clock on Sunday 
morning and three o'clock on Sunday even
ing" (Liverpool Times, Nov. 25th, 1834). 

Colonel Williams, writing to Lord Skelmers
dale shortly after this bye-law was passed, 
said: " I understand that the la.te limitation 
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of hours in Liverpool on Sundays has had the 
effect of leaving the bridewell without tenants 
on Mondays" (Preston T emperance Advocate, 
January, 1835). 

At Bolton, Lancashire, an anti-spirit society 
had beeu in operation since July, 1832, but it 
made comparatively little progress until the 
fire was infused by a visit from the Preston 
men. A meeting was held on Saturday, July 
15th, 1833, at which Mr. Livesey atteuded. 
On the day following-Sunday-Mr. Livesey 
delivered a lecture in the Independent Metho
dist Chapel, which was filled. On the Wed
nesday following another meeting was held, 
and on Monday, July 22, 1833, a rneeting 
was held in the town-hall, over which Mr. T. 
Ormond presided, and addresses were delivered 
by Me srs. J. Livesey, Thomas Swindlehurst, 
and W. Howarth. At the close of this meet
ing fifty-five pledges were taken, and the 
Bolton New Temperance Society was estab
lished (ilforal Reformer, p. 257). The principal 
founders of this society were Messrs. Thomas 
Ormond, Thomas Entwistle, John Rothwell, 
John Wright, Hugh Boyle, Joseph Sowden, 
and Thomas Bramwell. The meeting-place of 
the society was the Primitive Methodist 
Chapel, Newport Street. When Mr. Henry 
Anderton visited Bolton in December, 1833, 
he reported thus: "There are two temper
ance societies in this place; the one under the 
patr nage of the vicar, and the other com
monly known as the 'Operative Temperance 
Society.' Weekly meetiugs, abstinence, aud 
plain homely speaking are working well for 
the cause" (Preston T emperance Advocate, 
1834, p. 20). 

Although both pledges were used, this last 
named society made teetotalism the main 
object, and at the annual meeting in 1835 the 
moderation pledge was discarded, the one 
year limit expunged, and the following pledge 
-adopted:-" I do voluutarily promise that I 
will abstain from ale, porter, wine, ardent 
spirits, and all intoxicating liquors, and will 
neither give nor offer them to others, except 
as medicine, or in a religious ordinance" 
(Preston Temperance Advocate, 1836, p. 54). 

One of those who joined the Bolton society 
at this period was MR. GEORGE WINTERTON, 
who signed the total abstinence pledge iu 
1833, and became an earnest laborious worker, 
often walking ten or twelve miles to and from 
meetings. He continued to manifest an active 
interest in the cause to the very last, and 

8 
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died on the lOth of February, 1886, at the 
age of seventy-nine years. 

Another laborious worker and friend of the 
cause was MR. JosEPH ASPINALL of Daisy 
Hill, Bolton, who was a total abstainer for 
over forty yea.rs, and a public advotate of the 
principles for about thirty years. Mr. Aspin
all was an able and popular open-air speaker, 
and took a deep interest in the Band of Hope 
movement. He died on the 13th of December, 
1879, at the age of seventy years. 

For Lancashire men to know was to act, 
and far and near-by preaching and the circu
lation of tracts, periodicals, and other litera
ture- they spread abroad the evidences of 
their faith in teetotalism. Opposed as they 
were by many of the clergy and gentry-who, 
in connection with the British and Foreign 
Temperance Society, tried every possible means 
to prop up the old system of moderation-the 
advocates of teetotalism persevered and were 
abundantly successful. 

"The common people heard them gladly," 
and soon many of the horny-handed sons of 
toil banded themselves together under the 
new standard-which was almost universally 
raised when the Lancashire societies finally 
abandoned the moderation system. When 
gentlemen of education, social position, or 
worldly wealth had the moral courage to come 
boldly out and identify themselves with this 
new doctrine, they were joyfully receiv d and 
honoured; but because the clergyman, doctor, 
or squire frowned upon or opposed them, did 
they wring their hands and cry, Gehazi-like, 
"Alas, master, what shall we do 1" Not they! 
But on they went, resolved to succeed, many 
of them believing with all their hearts that 
God and truth were on their side, and that 
He who was for them was more, much more, 
than all that could be against them. Few are 
able at this day to thoroughly appreciate the 
value of Mr. Joseph Livesey's malt lecture. 
But that lecture, as delivered by him in those 
days of darkness and superstition, when men 
were blinded by prejudice and medical autho
rity, opened the eyes of thousands; and once 
their faith in beer, ale, &c., was shaken, they 
made the effort, and found to the joy of their 
hearts that it was possible to free them
selves from the slavery of intemperance. 
With hearts full of gratitude, many who had 
been victims to drink zealously entered into 
the movement, and became honorary local 
agents or missionaries, deeming it an honour 

to be permitted to labour in so grand a work; 
and, in their own simple but thoroughl.v 
earnest and effective manner, they proclaimed 
the wondrous story of the new gospel of salva
tion from the thraldom of strong drink. Soon 
the fire spread from town to town, from dif
ferent centres, until through the efforts of the 
Lancashire pioneers teetotal societies were es
tablished at Accrington, Ashton, Blackburn, 
Bolton, Burnley, Chester, Chorley, Clitheroe, 
Dewsbury, Eccles, Halifax, Huddersfield, Lan
caster, Leigh, Leeds, Lymm, Macclesfield, 
Nantwich, Oldham, Rochdale, Runcorn, Stock
port, St. Helens, Southport, Todmorden, 
Wigan, &c., in addition to those already 
enumerated, and from thence to adjoining 
towns and villages, until, from county to 
county in the northern part of England it 
became almost impossible for the advocates of 
the British and Foreign Temperance Society 
to bold meetings or obtain subscriptions, the 
sympathies of the friends of temperance being 
given to teetotalism. 

On the 18th April, 1834, the Preston 
Youths' Temperance Society was formed, the 
following being the pledge adopted :-"I do 
voluntarily promise that I will abstain, 'for 
one year,' from ale, porter, wine, ardent spirits, 
and all intoxicating liquors, and will not give 
nor offer them to others, except as medicine, 
or in a religious ordinance ; and I will endea
vour to discountenance the causes and practices 
of intemperance." 

This pledge was signed on the date named 
by 101 persons, youths between the ages of 
fourteen and twenty-five years (Dearden's 
Hist01:11, p. 24). 

Mr. Joseph Malins, in his Footprints of 
Fifty Years, affirms that the Preston Society, 
at its anniversary in March, 1834, expunged 
the "one year" limit from its total abstinence 
pledge; but be adduces no evidence in proof 
thereof, and we cannot find any record of such 
action. Finding that their pledge did not 
restrict the members from giving and offering 
to others, the committee decided on the 22d 
of January, 1834, to summon a meeting to 
consider the propriety of altering the pledge; 
and on the 19th of March Mr. Heury Bradley 
proposed, and Mr. R. Jolley seconded, and it 
was agreed that the words "neither give nor 
offer to others" should be added; and at the 
annual meeting, which was held on the 25th 
of March, the additional words were added to 
the pledge (Dea.rden's Brief History, p. 24). 
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It is somewhat singular that the Preston 
Youths' Teetotal Society, established within 
a month after this anniversary, should contain 
the above-named amendment (not to give nor 
offer to others) in their pledge, and also the 
"one year" limit. The natural inference is, 
that had the parent society expuuged the 
limit the youths' would have done so likewise. 
The youths' pledge was a copy of the ameuded 
pledge of the parent society, and as it con
tained the "one year" limit, the fact is evident 
that both pledges were limited at this period. 

Seeing the success of their labours in the dis
trict around and about Preston, the teetotallers 
deemed it advisable to extend their operatious, 
and make an effort to introduce teetotalism into 
the great centres, Birmingham aud London; 
and accordingly Mr. Livesey was deputed to 
visit each of these large towns. Arrangements 
were made for a meeting to be held in the 
Friends' Meeting House at Birmingham, June 
17th, 1834. On his arrival Mr. Livesey was 
met at the counting-house of Mr. John Cad
bury by that gentleman's father, who stated 
that it had been told him that Mr. Livesey 
intended to lecture against both wine aud 
beer, and added "if he did so it would ruin 
the society,'' and referred somewhat feelingly 
to his goodwife, who had uearly all her life 
taken her glass of beer. Mr. Livesey replied 
that " he could preach no other doctrine, and 
if the chapel was withheld, as had been inti
mated, he would make the street his meeting
place." As a proof of his sincerity he went 
out, and during the dinner-hour addressed a 
number of working-men in St. Luke's Church
yard. " To be or not to be" was now the 
question as to the evening meeting iu the 
chapel; but before the hour arrived, the bills 
haviug beeu out and expectation raised, Mr. 
Livesey was told that he might take his own 
course. He delivered his lecture, and gave 
some illustrations on the malt liquor question; 
and such was the impression made upon Mr. 
Cad bury himself, that he wrote a letter asking 
Mr. Livesey to return by way of Birmingham 
and redeliver bis lecture. He did so to a large 
and enthusiastic audience. From that time 
the Cadburys became warm and faithful 
friends of true tern perance, and in many ways 
rendered it essential service. 

JOHN CADBURY, son of Richard Tapper 
Cadbury, the last chairman of the commis
sioners under the Birmingham Streets Act, 
was born in 1 01. At the age of sixteen he 

was apprenticed to Messrs. Broadhead and 
Cud worth, Briggate, Leeds, to learn the retail 
tea trade. He commenced business as a tea 
and coffee dealer in 1824 at 93 Bull Street, 
Birmingham. A few years afterwards he 
rented warehouses in Crooked Lane, where he 
first experimented in the manufacture of cocoa 
and chocolate. His brother, Mr. B. H. Cadbury, 
joined him in business for a few years, during 
which time they received the appointment of 
chocolate manufacturers to the queen and royal 
family. In 1861 the business was transferred to 
Messrs. Richard and George Cadbnry, sons of 
Mr. John Cadbury, and in 1872 the manufac
turing operations were removed to the new 
works at Bourneville, where they have been ex
tended, until they now cover an immense space, 
and give employment to upwards of 1200 
workpeople. In the development of this great 
undertaking the firm have thoughtfully studied 
the educational and social advantages and 
interests of their employ6s by the provision of 
schools and institutions that have conferred 
great benefits upon the locality. 

In 1826 Mr. Cadbury married Priscilla A. 
Dymond, of Exeter, sister of Jonathan Dy
mond, the author of Principles of jJfora.lity, of 
which the late Mr. John Bright was editor. 
She died early, and in 1832 Mr. Cadbury 
married Candia Barrow, daughter of George 
Barrow of Lancaster, a shipowner and foreign 
merchant. When twenty-eight years of age 
he was elected a member of the board of com
missioners, of which his father was then chair
man, and he often himself presided at the 
meetings of that body. For several years he 
was chairman of the markets and fairs com
mittee under the commissioners, and it was 
during his chairmanship of that committee 
that the handsome bronze fountain was erected 
in the Market Hall, subsequently removed to 
Highgate Park. 

Mr. Cadbury took a leading part in seeking 
to remedy the smoke nuisance, and it was 
largely in consequence of his persevering 
efforts that the law was passed affecting the 
emission of smoke from chimueys. He also 
vigorously condemned the barbarnus prac
tice of employing boys in sweeping chim
neys, and was the means of inducing Lord 
Lyttleton to take up that question in the 
House of Lords, and legislation was at length 
carried prohibiting the employment of boys 
in this hazardous and cruel occupation. He 
also took a lively interest in savings-banks. 
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in hospitals, and infirmaries, being one of the 
governors of the Birmingham general hospital 
for many years, rarely missing the board 
meetings. He was also, from its formation, a 
member of the management committee of the 
Homceopathic Hospital in Cambridge Street, 
and of the Society for the Relief of Infirm 
and Aged Women, the Blind Asylum, &c. 

As a lifelong abstainer Mr. Cadbury was an 
earnest advocate of the temperance movement, 
and was one of the founders of the Birming
ham Temperance Society. It was through 
him that Mr. Joseph Livesey was enabled to 
hold his teetotal mission in Birmingham in 
1834, and to demonstrate the" Great Delusion." 
In recognition of his labours in connection 
with the total abstinence question, Mr. Cad
bury received a mark of the esteem of the 
temperance workers in 1835 at a crowded 
meeting in the town-hall, over which Mr, 
Paul Moon J arnes, high bailiff, presided, 
when au illuminated address in a handsome 
frame, and bearing the following inscription, 
was presented:-" To Mr. John Cadbury, this 
humble memorial of gratitude is respectfully 
presented by the total abstinence members of 
the Birmingham Temperance Society, as a 
sincere token of their high esteem for his 
zealous and unwearied exertions in behalf of 
so great and glorious a cause." 

It is related of Mr. Cadbury that he was 
the chief of the movement which led to the 
abolition of the system that formerly pre
vailed of the members of the Board of Guar
dians dining at the public expense, though he 
incurred much disfavour amongst his colleagues 
in consequence. When Mr. Cadbury joined 
the board, it was the practice for the guardians 
and principal officers to hold a feast every 
month, the cost being defrayed out of the 
rates. On attending one of these dinners Mr. 
Cadbury was amazed to find the tables laden 
with the choicest delicacies, and when he saw 
the crowd of cold and hungry paupers waiting 
outside for relief he was moved to indignation. 
It was the first meeting of the newly-elected 
board, and as the members were preparing to 
adjourn to the board-room, the clerk observed: 
"You'll excuse me, gentlemen, but before you 
go to your duties I should advise you each to 
take a glass of brandy." That completed Mr. 
Cadbury's disgust, and at the next meeting of 
the board he, with the help of Mr. Henry 
Knight, so plainly showed the illegality and 
iniquity of the system that it was abando11ed. 

Mr. Cadbury continued his devotion to the 
temperance cause to the end of his long and 
useful life. He was a vice-president of the 
United Kingdom Alliance from its formation, 
and a liberal and active supporter of the various 
temperance organizations. He had been able 
to attend his place of worship in Bull Street 
on Sunday, April 28th, 1889, but was taken 
ill the same afternoon, and died at his residence, 
Harborne Road, Birmingham, on Saturday 
morning, May 3d, 1889, in his eighty-eighth 
year (Alliance News, May 17th, 1889). 

RICHARD TAPPER CADBURY was born at 
Exeter in 1768, and lived for many years at 
Edgbaston, Birmingham. He was a member 
of the Society of Friends, and was one of the 
earliest members of the Birmingham Bible 
Society, in whose affairs he took an active 
interest to the close of his life. Mr. Cadbury 
also took an interest in the societies for the 
promotion of temperance, peace, the abolition 
of slavery, and in numerous charitable and 
benevolent institutions, as well as the local 
affairs of Birmingham and district. He died 
at Edgbaston in 1860 in his ninety-second year. 

JAMES CADBURY, of Banbury, formerly of 
Birmingham, was one of the early friends and 
advocates of total abstinence principles in the 
Midlands. He was well known as a warm 
supporter of every department of temperance, 
and an ardent friend of the United Kingdom 
Alliauce. He died on the l 7th February, 
1888, at the venerable age of eighty-five years. 

Another member of the Cadbury family 
was MR. BENJAMIN HEAD CADBURY, who was 
one of the oldest and most valned friends of 
the temperance cause in Birmingham; a geu
erous supporter of all benevolent and philan
thropic enterprises. H e was for twelve years 
one of the vice-presidents of the National 
Temperance League; a much esteemed member 
of the Society of Friends, whose gentleness 
and Ulliform kindness endeared him to all. 
He died on the 18th of January, 1880, at the 
age of eighty-two years. 

In those members of one family we 
have a very striking illustration of the fact 
that temperauce is conducive to long life. 
Benjamin Cadbury, despite his teetotalism, 
lived to be eighty-two, J ames to be eighty
five, John to the age of eighty-seven, and 
Richard, his father, to see his ninety-second 
year; and these were some of the earliest of 
teetotallers, those who were predicted to die 
early. Facts are stubborn things. 
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Perhaps we are not saying too much in 
stating that, amongst the many able friends 
of the temperance reformation located in Bir
mingham, none were more able and useful 
than MR. JAMES STUBBIN, solicitor, who for 
forty-four years was connected with the Bir
mingham society. Mr. Stubbin was an able 
writer on the wines of Scripture and on other 
topics. His name will occur in . future pages 
of this work. He died on the 4th of May, 
1880. 

On the llth of August, 1834, Messrs. James 
Teare, Edward Grubb, and Thomas Swindle
hurst, after visiting Manchester on the pre
vious da.y, proceeded direct to Birmingham 
to follow up the work begun by Mr. Livesey 
in the previous June. They held four meet
ings, commencing on Tuesday, August 11 th, 
when Mes rs. Cadbury, Chapman, and three 
or four reformed drunkards of Birming
ham al o took part. One evening a medi
cal gentleman gave opposition to them. 
Mr. James Teare on a following evening 
took up the points raised by the doctor, 
and in the course of his address gave num
erous extracts from medical writers, which 
were so convincing that his opponent expressed 
his willingness to sign the pledge on the for
mation of a total abstinence society. A com
mittee of total abstainers was formed; but 
they retained the old pledge of moderation, 
which they finally set aside altogether on the 
19th of April, 1836, when the Birmingham 
Society became a total ab tinence society pure 
and simple, as did many others. 

One of the first pioneers of teru perance in 
the Midland counties was the REv. E. G. 
DERRINGTON, Congregational minister, Yard
ley, near Birmingham. He was for over half 
a century a consistent and active total a b
stainer. He was also the founder of the 
fir t Band of Hope in Birmingham, and took 
a lively interest in the promotion of temper
ance principles among the young. After a 
life of usefulness he was called to rest in 
January, 1886, at the age of eighty-five years. 

In the Manchester district the new doctrine 
was being proclaimed with great zeal and 
energy. During this year (1835) Dr. R. B. 
Grindrod founded two Church of England 
temperance societies in connection with St. 
Paul's Church, Manchester (of which he was 
a member). He also commenced a series of 
meetings in the Exchange Rooms, where he 
delivered lectures on the nature and properties 

of alcohol, and strongly advocated " (a) clas es 
and lectures for the instruction of reformed 
drunkards and others; (b) the establishment 
of coffee taverns; (c) the Sunday closing of 
public -houses; and (d) temperance societies 
and juvenile societies in connection with places 
of worship." He also as strongly denounced 
alcohol as a poison, and condemned its im
proper use as a medicine in our public hospi
tals (Y ouil's Teetotalism Calmly Investigated, 
1835, pp. 8-11 ). 

The lectures in the Exchange Rooms were 
followed by weekly medical lectures in Ste
phenson Square, which were largely attended. 
The result was the "Teetotal Discussion" be
tween Mr. R. B. Grindrod, surgeon, and Mr. 
J. Youil, ale brewer and publican, August 6th, 
1835 (see chapter ix.). 

In June, 1835, the Oak Street ociety 
Manchester, held high festival, commencing 
with a lecture in the Tabernacle, on the Tues
day evening, by Dr. Grindrod. Ou Wednes
day and Thursday mornings open-air meetings 
were held, and public meetings each evening. 
Ou Friday a tea-party was held, when about 
800 persons partook of tea in the Tabernacle, 
after which a public meeting was held. On 
Saturday there was a public proces ion, when 
about 1000 persons paraded the streets, headed 
by a brass band and two splendid ba.nners, 
one belonging to the Oak Street Temperance 
Society (now thoronghly teetotal), and the 
other to the Oak Street Temperance Sick and 
Burial Society. In the procession were a 
number of flags and banners belonging to the 
friends at Bolton. Mr. Ralph H Iker occu
pied a rather prominent position by riding in 
a cart exhibiting some of the fruits of teeto
talism, viz. a sack of flour, a ham weighing 
65 lbs., a cheese 85 lbs., and a loaf weighing 
60 lbs. About 800 persons afterwards partook 
of tea in the Tabernacle, and the public meet
ing was addressed by several popular ad vo
cates, the Rev. F. Beardsall acting as a sub
stitute for Mr. Livesey and giving the malt 
lecture (Preston Temp. Advocate, 1835, p. 52). 

On the 15th and 16th July, 1835, two ex
traordinary meetings were held, one in the 
Tabernacle and the other in the open air, 
which were addressed by Mr. Thos. Swindle
hurst and Mr. William Howarth (Slender 
Billy), of Preston, when 'above a thousand 
persons signed the pledge of total abstinence 
that week" (Preston Temp. Advocate, 1835, 
p. 63). 
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While working at a new erection in the 
vicinity, Mr. John Cassell, the" Manchester 
On.rpenter," attended a number of the lectures 
given by Dr. Grindrod, and was convinced of 
the truth of the principles, and eventually 
signed the pledge and became a warm sup
porter and active friend of the cause. In the 
British Temperance .Advocate for March, 1879, 
there appears a letter from Mr. Swindlehurst, 
junr., in which he quotes a note from Mr. 
Cassell, stating that be signed the pledge 
after an address delivered by Mr. Thomas 
Swindlehnrst, senr., and claiming Mr. Cas
sell as one of his father's converts. The 
meeting at which Mr. Cassell signed the 
pledge, was one of a series arranged by Dr. 
Grindrod; the Tabernacle having been placed 
at his disposal, and the meetings held under 
his direction. Mr. Swindleburst and others 
were co-workers with the doctor, who secured 
the assistance of the Preston advocates to 
follow up, and, by their eloquence and prac
tical addresses, enforce and carry home the 
more grave a.nd scientific details of medical 
exposition and experience. Mr. Cassell, in a 
speech in the City Hall, Norwich, in N ovem
ber, 1 40 (Dr. Stanley, the bishop, in the 
chair), acknowledged that he owed his adhesion 
to teetotalism to the medical lectures of Dr. 
Grind rod. 

In August, 18 1, the author of these pages 
received a l tter from Mr. James Mott, of 
Malvern, in which he says: "Many years ago 
I had almost daily interviews with Mr. John 
Cassell, and long conversations with him on 
the subject of temperance. He repentedly 
spoke of Dr. Grindrocl in terms of gratitude, 
and said that his conversion to the principles 
of teetotalism was entirely owing to the medi
cal lectures delivered by the doctor." 

In Mr. Cassell's own letter, as given by 
Mr. Swindlehurst, junr., he says: "I was 
fully convinced of the truth and importance 
of the question under the doctor's lectures, 
Lut I did uot sign any declaration until your 
father came and delivered a lecture in the 
same building as I had heard Dr. Grindrod. 
At this meeting pledge papers were issued, 
and I took one and filled it up. It was Dr. 
Grindrorl that first enlightened my judgment, 
but I did not screw up my courage to join 
the tempera.nee society until the evening of 
your fath er's meeting" (Brit. Temp . .Advocate, 
1869). Further comment upon this point is 
unnecessary. 

It was during his visit to the Oak Street 
society, Manchester, in the autumn of 1 35, 
that Mr. Livesey first met the "Manchester 

• Carpenter." "I remember quite well," s.ays 
Mr. Livesey, "his standing on the right jnst 
below on the steps of the platform, in his 
working attire, with a fustian jacket, and a 
white apron on" (Livesey's Rerniniscences, 
p. 27). 

That the Lancashire teetotallers were fully 
alive to the importance of banding the young 
together in societies of their own is seen in the 
fact that a large number of youths' societies 
were established; in fact, many of the first 
efforts were in this direction. Preston, Lan
caster, Colne, and other places first e tablished 
societies for youths only, and then came the 
adult societies. In Warrington, Manchester, 
Liverpool, and other towns provision for the 
young followed the establishment of general 
societies. The first known Juvenile Total 
Abstinence Society in England was organized 
in Manchester in 1834 by Dr. R. B. Gri ndrod. 
It was under the auspices of the Church of 
England, of which Dr. Grindrorl was a zealous 
member, and held its meetings iu the school
room under the Mechanics' Institute, Cooper 
Street, Manchester. This was a work to 
which the doctor gave special attention, and 
during the course of his great mission tour 
throughout the country be invariably held 
large aggregate meetings of the Sunday and 
day scholars of the town or district where he 
was giving his illustrated physiological tem
terance lectures, sometimes from 3000 to 4000 
children being present, as in the Leicester 
Theatre iu March, 1845 (National Temper
ance .Advocate, 1845, p. 187). Though from 
the very beginning Dr. Grindrod was a warm 
and persistent advocate of special societies 
for training the young in total abstinence 
principles, we have met with nothing to 
prove that he had aught to do with the name 
by which juvenile temperauce societies are 
now so well known-" Bands of Hope." 

By a singular coincidence a juvenile tem
perance society was formed at New York, 
U.S.A., on the 7th of June, 1834, and this led 
to the general formation of special societies 
for the young throughout the American con
tinent. 

On the 19th of August, 1834, a "Sabbatb
scbool Temperance Union" was formed at 
Bristol on the ardent spirit pledge principle, 
aud in 1835 its total membership was 2462. 
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Early in 1836 an association was formed at 
Warrington entitled "The Warrington Total 
Abstinence Sunday-school Union." A code 
nf rules was drawn up and published in the 
Warrington Temperance Herald, 1836. Rule 2 
reads as follows:-

"That this association shall consist of super
intendents and teachers of Sunday-schools of 
;dl sects aud denominations, who shall see it 
to be their duty, for the sake of the rising 
generation, to join the union and adopt the 
following pledge: 'I promise to abstain from 
;dl intoxicating drinks, such as rum, brandy, 
gin, whisky, ale, porter, wine, cider, ardent 
spirits, cordials, &c., except used medicinally 
or in a religious ordinance, and to discounten
ance the causes and practices of intemper
ance.'" 

Rules 3 to 10 of the Warrington Total Ab
stinence Sunday-school Union provided that 
the meetings should be unsectarian and non
political, and should be held in those schools 
constituting the Union;_ that a pledge-book 
should be introduced into all the schools, and 
the pledge fully explained to those deemed of 
sufficient age to understand it, and they also 
made provision for other matters connected 
with the working of the Union. This Union 
did good work amongst the young, and many 
earnest, active workers in the cause are proud 
to acknowledge that they were led by this 
•lSsociation to sign the pledge when they were 
young, and thus become identified with the 
temperance movement. 

The Huddersfield Temperance Society was 
commenced on the 2d of March, 1832, on the 
moderation principle, but some of those who 
signed its pledge could not stay at modera
tion, and became entire abstainers. For this 
they were called to account, one or two 
being respectfully asked to resign. On the 
26th of July, 1832, the :first officers were 
elected, viz. President, Captain Fenton, Spring 
Grove; vice-president, Rev. J.C. Franks, then 
vicar of Huddersfield; secretaries, Rev. W. 
Madden, then rector of Woodhouse Church, 
and Mr. Bell; committee, J. Gildersdale, J. 
Milner, William Smith, David Farrington, 
Richard Willett (who beca.me one of the fore 
most and soundest teetotalers in Hudders
field), Henry Johnson, Dr. Astin, Dr. Booth, 
B. Woodhead, S. Glendinning, David Hirst, 
John North, Reuben Earnshaw, John Stut
ta.rd, Jonathan Haigh, William Haigh, James 
Booth, Thomas Watson, James Hoyle, Joseph 

Wild, James Armitage, J. Lees, and several 
others. 

At the meeting at which the first report 
was read a resolution was passed stating that 
much of the intemperance then prevalent was 
traceable to the holding of meetings for busi
ness at public-houses, paying messengers and 
porters in liquor instead of money, introducing 
intoxicating liquors at marriages, baptisms, 
and funerals, and pointing out the erroueous 
notion as to the properties of and the neces
sity for these pernicious beverages. In 1835 
the :first temperance hotel was opened in Cross 
Church Street (Extracts from paper read by 
Mr. Joseph Wild at the jubilee of the society, 
October, 1883). 

On Thursday, November 19tb, 1834, a meet
ing was held in the Infant School-room, Hud
dersfield, attended by about 800 persons, when 
Mr. John Haigh of Quarmby presided. 'l'he 
meeting was addressed by Messrs. Reuben 
Earnshaw, Richard Roberts, William Haigh, 
and others. Mr. Thomas Mickleth waite of 
Shaw gave a convincing and impressive address 
on the properties of malt liquor, which led 
Mr. William Haigh to state, that having tried 
total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors 
for twelve months, he could declare that he 
was as strong and as hearty as ever. So well 
received was the malt lecture of Mr. Mickle
thwaite that by request he redelivered it in 
the :rational School-room on the Friday even
ing. A number of signatures were obtained 
to both pledges (Preston Temperance Advocate, 
1835, p. 13). 

The total abstinence pledge, used as an addi
tional or second pledge, was as follows:-" I 
hereby declare that I will abstain from the 
use of all kinds of intoxicating liquors what
soever, except prescribed as medicine or in 
the observance of religious ordinances." .A 
society for females was established in 1836, 
and a notice was given of a meeting to con
sider whether the society should conduct the 
movement on total abstinence principles alone, 
but decisive action was not taken until March, 
1837. 

Amongst the early advocates of the cause 
in Huddersfield was MR. ISAAC BAKER. We 
are told that "few in that locality served the 
cause with more zeal, or carried out its 
principles with more consi tency than he did." 
He died on the 6th of October, 1859, at the 
age of seventy-one years. 

An early and very promising friend of the 
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cause here was MR. HENRY WASHINGTON, 
who for a time was a useful and laborious 
advocate, being in great demand at festivals 
and on other public occasious. "When the 
executive of the British Temperance Associa
tion was located in Huddersfield, he was one 
of its most active members, and by his counsel 
and judgment rendered important service in 
the management of its affairs. With a spirit 
in harmony with all the progressive and phil
anthropic movements of the age, and a heart 
under the influence of the light and grace of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, he served his day 
and generation with the great purpose of 
benefiting his fellowmen and glorifying his 
Maker. He departed from this life December 
6th, 1854, in the thirty-ninth year of bis age" 
(Couling's Iiisto1·y, pp. 361-2). 

Another heroic and able friend of the cause 
in this district was MR. FREDERICK SCHWA N, 

who in 1834 gave himself to the work, and 
was an ardent labourer for the Huddersfield 
Society, the British Temperance Association, 
&c. Mr. Schwann afterwards removed to 
London, and died in June, 18 2, at the age of 
eighty-three years. 

Mention has been made of MR. WILLIAM 
POLLARD of Manchester, who took part in the 
inaugural meeting of the Preston Temperance 
Society, March, 1832. Not long after the 
promulgation of the new doctrine Mr. Pol
lard signed the total abstinence pledge and 
began to advocate it, although agent for 
a moderation temperance society-the York
shire Temperance Union. He was an able, 
facetious speaker, whose addresses bristled 
with anecdote and forcible illustrations. It 
was he who first gave utterance to the 
truism, so happily rendered into rhyme by 
Mr. Henry Anderton of Preston, and sel
dom repeated without effect, viz., "If you 
do not take the first glass, the devil himself 
cannot make you take the second." 

Mr. Pollard was a successful Wesleyan 
Methodist local preacher, and in a long letter 
written in 1833 to the editor of the Preston 
Teniperance .Ad11ocate, refers to John Wesley's 
opinions, and concludes with these words: 
"I profess to be an admirer of Wesley as well 
as a temperance advocate, and this is my 
principle: Drink not, buy not, sell not, make 
not, and I hope I shall never relax in my 
feeble exertions as long as a distillery, tippler, 
or moderate drinker remains among us." 

In giving an account of a tour in the north 

of England in 1834, Mr. Pollard concludes by 
saying: ''This journey has proved one of your 
Preston principles to be correct-that stimu
lants are not necessary for persons in health . 
I have only had two rest days in fifty-six 
and a deal of travelling, besides being engaged 
two or three times on the Sabbath, and 
good unadulterated water bas been my only 
beverage; yet I have never been weary or 
exhausted, and am returned home better than 
when I left, that is, rather heavier and fresher. 
Indeed, whatever others may do, I could not 
plead the cause against a weak gin and wa.ter 
drinker if I took ale, porter, or wine" (Li vesey's 
Reminiscences, p. 24). 

The following extract from the Parliament
a1·y Review (new series, vol. ii. p. 1091), pub
lished July 26, 1834, and edited by Mr. 
J. S. Buckingham, M.P., gives an illustration 
of Mr. Pollard's power and success during 
this tour in the north of England:-

"'Lectures on Tempe1·ance in the North of 
England - Example added to Precept. - Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson of Brayton Hall, Cumberland 
(brother-in-law of Sir James Graham), is said 
to have been so strongly impressed by the 
arguments of Mr. Pollard, who is lecturing on 
behalf of the temperance societies in that, 
country, that he has had the whole of bis 
brandy, rum, gin, and whisky taken from hi · 
cellars to the back of the ball and destroyed 
by fire.' The above paragraph has appeare<l 
in most of the newspapers; and we are en
abled from private information to state that 
it is quite accurate as to the facts. ir 
Wilfrid Lawson had been, however, for a long 
period a friend of temperance and temperan ·e 
societies; but the impressions of his min l 
having been greatly strengthened by the facts 
and arguments adduced by Mr. Pollard , he 
was led to this bold and open act of warfare 
against the destructive poison. It is said 
that several of Sir Wilfrid's neighbours wished 
to substitute their inferior spirit for the burn
ing, and to retain the choice stock of the 
worthy baronet for their own use instead; 
but he recommended them all to follow his 
example, as entire destruction was better than 
any exchange." 

This very emphatic statement of facts ap
pears to set at rest the claim put forth by Mr. 
Thomas Whittaker as being the instrument in 
God's hands of leading Sir Wilfrid Lawson 
(father of the now famous Sir Wilfrid) to 
adopt total abstinence principles. This inci-
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dent took place before Mr. Whittaker's adop
tion of temperance principles, and at least two 
years before his first visit to the north of Eng
land as a teetotal advocate. 

In a letter in the British Temperance Ad
vocate, 1882 (p. 651), fr. Whittaker em
phatically declares that the late Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson was not a teetotaller in 1836, although 
a member of the Moderation Society, and had 
actually served his spirituous liquors as de
scribed . "The fact is," says Mr. Whittaker, 
"the Rev. Owen Clarke, who was at that time 
the travelling secretary of that (the Modera
tion) Society, was my principal opponent and 
chief difficulty in that district, as he was in 
many others in early days. He had been the 
guest of Sir W ilfrid more than once. He was 
supplanted by myself, and Sir Wilfrid's tee
totftlism dated from that time, and his butler 
preceded him in it. He was not a man to 
shut out the light, nor shirk the truth. He 
received it as it came, and from whomsoever 
it came. When ardent spirits were hown to 
be poisonous he served them as described; and 
when all intoxicating liquors were proved to 
be a curse, he resolved to have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness. It is 
not true to say that the late Sir Wilfrid Law
son became a teetotaller prior to my visit in 
1 36; but it is true to say that he became one 
in connection with it and as a result of it. 
Up to May, 1836, like many member of the 
present 'Church of England Temperance So
ciety,' he believed in, and was a drinhr of, 
wine aud fermented liquors." 

It appears to us that this statement of Mr. 
Whittaker's needs to be modified. In some 
points he is not as clear as he might be, and 
on this subject some facts seem to be over
looked: (1) At the time Mr. William Pollard 
was in the north of England- in the early 
part of 1834 - and converted Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson, he both practised and zealously 
advocated total abstinence, as stated in his 
letter to Mr. Joseph Livesey. Was be a man 
likely to stop at moderation when his convert 
was so pliable, and open to the reception of 
the truth? We can hardly think it possible. 
(2) If Sir Wilfrid Lawson was "not a man to 
shut out the light, and shirk the truth," as Mr. 

Whittaker says; if "he received it as it came, 
and from whomsoever it came," and was led 
to take cuch a decisive step as to publicly burn 
his liquors, through the arguments and illus
trations of Mr. Pollard, a water drinker, is it 
too much to say that he would be influenced by 
the example and precept of his teacher to go 
the whole length of entire abstinence? (3) Mr. 
J. S. Buckingham, editor of the Parliamentary 
Review, who took much pains to make private 
inquiries on the subject, and describes Sir 
Wilfrid's act as one of "open warfare against 
the de tructi ve poison," was himself a fearl ess 
exponent of total abstinence from all intoxicat
ing liquors, and yet he makes no alln ion to Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson's use of wine and other fer
mented liquors. (4) The fact of the Rev. 
Owen Clarke, travelling secretary of the British 
and Foreign Temperance Society, being a 
guest of Sir Wilfrid's once or twice while in 
the district, is no evidence in farnur of Mr. 
Whittaker's contention. It would have been 
extremely difficult for some of the early 
advocates of teetotalism to have lodged only 
with those who endorsed their principles, for 
had such been their determination, in many 
cases they would have found themselves with
out a lodging at all. (5) Iu his Life's Battles 
in Temperance Armour Mr. Whittaker alto
gether ignores Mr. Pollard, and gives the 
credit of, what he deems, Sir Wilfrid Lawson's 
first conversion to temperance (i.e. modera
tion) principles to the Rev. Owen Clarke, who 
could not possibly have bad anything to do 
with it. Thi public destruction of alcoholic 
liquors took place in the summer of 1834; 
was noticed in Mr. Buckingham's P arlianient
ary Review, July 26th, 1834, whilst the Rev. 
Owen Clarke did not become travelling agent 
for the British and Foreign Temperance 
Society until the latter part of the year 1835, 
or o?.ter twelve months ajte1· the event under 
notice. 

Mr. William Pollard was an earnest, zealous, 
and laborious worker in the canse before Mr. 
Whittaker became identified with it, or as 
one of his contemporaries t estified, was "one 
of the martyrs always sacrificed at the com
mencement of any movement, and he was 
allowed to die in comparative poverty." 
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TE'stimony-J. Dearden's Refutation of the Oak Street Claim-Youths' Total Abstinence Societies
Life of Rev. F. Beardsall-George Ryley, Manchester-Conference of Delegates at Manchester-Resolu
tions, &c.-How New Members were Admitted and Members Expelled from the Societies-Warrington 
Temperance Society and Teetotalism-The Total Abstinence Pledge Refused-Mr. Peter Pb,illips's 
Notion-Action of Reformed Drunkards-Mission Work-Invaluable Aids to the New Movement-
Results of Go pel Temperance Fifty Years Ago-Warrington Total Abstinence Society-Letters to 
Preston Ternperance Advocate-Progress Reporteci-Warrington Youths' Total Abstinence Society-Life 
of Richard Mee-William Mee-F. Webster-G. Mather-J. Cassidy-John Monks, Secretary-Liver
pool-Mr. John Finch's Total Abstinence Pledge-David Jones's Total Abstinence Society- Life 
of David Jones, &c.-First Welsh Total Abstinence Society-Moderation Pledge Discarded by 
the Lancashire Societies-A Week's Work at Blackburn-Blackbmn Total Abstinence Society-Early 
Life of Thomas Whittaker-William Whittaker-John Marquis- Messrs. Livesey and Anderton a t 
Huddersfield-Discussion on Teetotalism- Halifax Total Abstinence Society-Opposition of Advocates 
of Moderation Society-Sheffield Total Abstinence Society-Early Teetotal M.P.'s-J. S. Buckingham 
-Jo eph Brotherton-George Williams-Rotherham-Visit of Edward Grubb-Mr. J. Livesey's orth
ern Tour-" Malt Lecture" - Leeds- Darlington Total Abstinence Society-The Brothers S. and W. 
Thompson-Stockton-on-Tees-Sunderland Total Abstinence Society-Newcastle-on-Tyne Total Abstin
ence Society-Tyneside Heroes-Tabulated List of the First Bona-fide Total Abstinence Societies in 
Existence, 1834-1835-Remarks on the Skibbereen Abstinence Society and the Early Scottish Total Ab
stinence Societies-List of First Engli h Total Abstinence Societies up to December, 1835. 

On the lOth of August, 1834, Messrs. James 
Teare, Edward Grubb, and Thomas Swindle
lrnrst started out from Preston on a mission 
of propagaudism, an<l on the evening of that 
day held a meeting in Every Street Chapel, 
Manchester,-the Rev. Francis Beardsall in 
the chair. On the following day they pro
ceeded to Birmingham. In October, 1834, 
Messrs. Henry Anderton and Richard Brough
ton, of Preston, paid a visit to Manchester, 
and held two meetings-one in Britain Street 
school-room, addressed by Mr. Broughton; the 
other in Tib Street, addressed by Mr. Ander
ton. 

Prior to this open-air meetings had been 
held in Manchester for weeks in succession, 
conducted by Dr. R. B. Grindrod. What Mr. 
Livesey was to the cause in Preston, Dr. 
Grindrod was in Manchester-guide, director, 
leader; nay more, he was the acknowledged 
champion of total abstinence principles in 
that distri<.:t. 

RALPH BARNES GRINDROD was a Cheshire 
man, born at Swetenham, near Congleton, on 
the l 9th of May, 1811, where his father farmed 
his own property. While our hero was yet a 
child, the family removed to Chorlton-on
Medlock, then one of the suburbs of Man
chester, since incorporated therewith. His 
elder brother being in the medical professiou, 
Ralph was attracted to the same vocation, aud 
took his degree in 1830. He resided for some 
time at Halton Castle, near Runcorn, and was 
medical officer attached to some working-men's 
clubs in the district. His attention was 
directed to the disorderly conduct of some of 
the members of these societies, as witnessed 
at their monthly and annual gatherings, where 
drink told its own tale, and opened his eyes 
to the fact that it was the working-man's 
curse. He designed certain alterations in the 
rules of these friendly societies, but was called 
to reside at Manchester before be had an op
portunity to carry out his plans. He became 
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the house surgeon of the Chorlton iufirmary, 
and so ably discharged his duties as to merit 
aud receive warm commendation from Dr. 
.Bardsley, the consulting physician. Subse
quently Dr.Grindrod entered upon private prac
tice, in which he gained considerable success. 

His attention was early directed to the 
temperance movement then occupying public 
attention; and having already had some ex
perience of the evils of drink, and being a 
µractical abstainer, he threw himself heartily 
into the movement. 

He became an active member of the Man
chester Temperance (i.e. moderation) Society, 
and was elected a member of the committee. 
Dr. Grindrod soon saw that total abstinence 
was the only safe and effectual remedy for 
intemperance, and from conviction he began 
in 1833 to advocate that doctrine, and was 
the first medical man in England to sign the 
total abstinence pledge. 

Dr. Griudrod was a scholar, a writer, an 
alJle speaker, a good organizer, and withal an 
earnest-minded, benevolent Christian gentle
man, ever anxious to do good. 

In a paper on "The Medical History of the 
Temperance Movement," read at the temper
ance jubilee fete, September 2d, 1879, Dr. 
Norman Kerr gave a brief resume of the 
lal>ours of Dr. Grind rod, and said: "He (Dr. 
Grindrod) founded the first exclusively teetotal 
society in England at Manchester on 26th 
February, 1834," and gives as hi authority 
the Templar for April 23, 1874, which con
tains several serious errors. In this iucorrect 
historical sketch of the life of Dr. Grindrod, 
th e writer says : "Although a member of the 
committee of the M::tnchester society, he soon 
saw that the 'moderation' scheme was alto
gether a failure in its influence on the work
ing-classes, and he organized, at an early 
period, a series of meetings in one of the 
densely-populated districts, at which total 
al>stinence was urged as tbe only effectual 
remedy to arrest or eradicate prevailing in
temperance. At one of these meetings, over 
which Dr. Grindrod presided, the Rev. F. 
Beardsall signed the total abstinence pledge; 
and on February 26th, 1834, a purely total 
abstinence society was formed in Oak Street, 
Manchester, which, so far as the writer knows, 
was the first strictly total abstinence society 
in the United Kingdom." 

The knowledge of this writer must have 
been limited, as may be seen by the date being 

incorrect, and a confusion of the Oak Street 
society with that of another in a different 
district . 

The facts are simply these. In the summer 
of 1834 (July) Dr. Grindrod commenced a 
series of weekly meetings in a square of cot. 
tages near Riders Row, Miles Flatting, Man
chester, and as they soon became overcrowded, 
he came out into the open square. The doctor 
had two large tables joined together, and these 
he used as a platform, from which he declared 
his views on the properties of alcoholic 
liquors. 

As a duly qualified medical man, he had 
facilities for studying the question; having 
adopted total abstinence himself from convic
tion in 1832, he gave the matter earnest and 
serious consideration, and formed a purely 
total abstinence society in connection with 
these meetings. 

In a letter to the Alliance News in 1881 Dr. 
Grindrod says: "I administered not only the 
exclusive total abstinence principle, but the 
long pledge, which promised not merely per
sonal total abstinence, but abstinence in rela
tion to giving or offering it to others. It was 
al o a life pledge." 

In this same letter the doctor declared that 
bis action in Manchester was apart from, and 
for some time in ignorance of the movement 
in Preston, which he observes "had no influ
ence, direct or indirect, on my personal absti
nence or personal advocacy. I rejoiced that 
other , besides myself and friends, were en
gaged, and so ard ently in the good cause, but 
the movement in Manchester, as regards its 
origin, was quite independent of the move
ment in Preston;" and in relation to the 
meetings at Miles Flatting he adds : " Meet
ings advocating teetotalism had been held in 
Manchester long before, but they were, as at 
Preston, embarrassed and hindered by the 
advocates of moderation." 

It was at one of these meetings (held in the 
summer of 1834) that the Rev. Francis Beard
sall signed the total abstinence pledge, and on 
the l 7th of September, 1834, he inaugurated 
the Oak Street Temperance Society on the 
dual basis (British Temperance Advocate, 1879, 
p. 20). 

The Miles Flatting meetings were held re
gularly every week until the approach of 
winter, when the society was absorbed in a 
larger organization, of which Dr. Grindrod 
was an active official. 
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That Dr. Grindrod was an advanced advo
cate of true temperance principles in 1834 was 
fully proved by the publication in the Sta1· of 
Temperance, Manchester, 1836, of "A Dialogue 
between a Surgeon and Moderate Drinker," 
which took place "during the summer of 
1834,'' between Dr. Grindrod and a lady in a 
stage coach on the return journey from a short 
excursion in Cheshire. 

Prefixed to the dialogue is a woodcut repre
senting a flask with the words inscribed, 
"Brandy-Poison," in large letters, and a 
skull, or death's head, with cross-bones be
tween. In the course of this dialogue Dr. 
Grind rod said: "The object of temperance 
societies is to undeceive the public as to the 
nature and effects of intoxicating liquors on 
the human frame. They are the means of 
disabusing the public mind in respect to that 
more fatal tban rno t other delusions-the idea 
that stron.q liquors impart st1·engtli. This is 
an error that has killed its tens of thou
sands. They no more impart strength than 
the violent wh ipping of the racehorse to an 
unnatural speed imparts vigour to its tor
tured and excited body. The effect on the 
animal frame is, comparatively speaking, mo
mentary, and invariably succeeded by a cor
responding degree of debility." 

After adducing the testimonies of eruinent 
physicians, and telling his lady friend that he 
had an efficient remedy for her complaint, he 
told her that "the simple and efficacious re
ceipt alluded to was comprehended in six 
words-TOTAL ABSTINENCE FROM ALL INTOXI
CATING LIQUORS." 

On the 6th August, 1835, as the result of a 
series of medical lectures on temperance in 
Manchester by Dr. Grindrod, the "First Tee
total Discussion" took place between Dr. R. B. 
Grindrod and Mr. J. Youil, the landlord of 
the Hen and Chickens Hotel, Oldham Street, 
contiguous 'to Stevenson Square, where the 
meetings were held. 

Mr. Y ouil was the brewer of a celebrated 
ale- celebrated for its strength-called "ten
penny," and he determined to do battle with 
this champion of the teetotallers. He de
livered a lecture against the views enunciated 
by Dr. Grindrod to an audience of some ten 
or fifteen thousand. Dr.Grindrod, being present 
on the platform, said he was "treated with 
respect by Mr. Y ouil and some twenty or 
thirty publicans and wine merchants who 
surrounded the lecturer." 

This lecture was immediately afterwards 
published in pamphlet form, illu trated with 
several satirical woodcuts, &c., and from this 
we cull one or two extracts to prove from tbe 
evidence of his opponent that in August, 1 35, 
Dr. Grindrod was one of the most advanced 
public exponents of total abstinence in Eng
land; but before doing so give the testimony of 
the editor of The Temperance Penny .Magazine 
(1836, p. 106). This journal was one of the 
publications of the British a11d Foreign Tem
perance Society, which was bitterly opposed 
to teetotalism, and therefore not likely to be 
prejudiced in favour of Dr. Grindrod. The 
editor remarks: "A publican whose name is 
Youil took it into his head to come forward 
as the opponent of the abstinence meu, and to 
deliver a lecture for the purpose of showing 
that their principle was' opposed to reason, to 
providence, and to Scripture.' This novel cir
cumstance excited immense intere t, and the 
signal and even ludicrous discomfiture of this 
champion of the traffic in intoxicating drink 
proved to be an event of incalculable import
ance to the cause of abstinence. This discom
fiture is to be ascribed to the ability and zeal 
of Dr. Grindrod, whose <1.ble and annihiln.tiug 
reply to Mr. Youil will long be remembered 
in Manchester." 

Dr. Grind rod's answer to Mr. Y ouil occupied 
three evenings, in three successive lectures, 
given in the Tabernacle, teven on Square. 
At the conclu ion of the third lecture a unani
mous vote was passed in favour of teetotalism. 

Speaking of the principles advocated at this 
period, in the course of his lecture Mr. Youil 
says: "The advocates of this system, in their 
teaching and practices, profess to abstain en
tirely from the use of not only distilled spirits, 
but from all fermented liquors, such as ale, 
porter, cider, and even wine itself, con idering 
that as these articles contain a portion of spirit 
or alcohol they are all pernicious to the hnman 
constitution, and only fit to be regarded by 
eVEiry individual as the most deadly poison." 
H~ proceeds: "In calling the attention of the 
public to the examination of this subject, ancl 
to show how far such a system is consonant 
with reason, providence, and Scripture, it will 
be necessary to refer to what is called 'n. 
course of lectures' delivered by Dr. Grindrod 
at the Tabernacle on this subject. In those 
lectures, after making some general observa
tions on the utility of the novel system he has 
embraced, and attempting to prove, by relat-
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ing a variety of anecdotes, that water is the 
only beverage conducive to health-in whole
sale terms he reprobated the use of all exhilar
ating liquors, however moderately they might 
be taken. And in the course of his warm and 
enthusiastic animadversions he represented 
them as being 'pernicious, poisonous, and 
deadly.' He submitted the sparkling' wine' 
particularly to the consideration of his audi
ence as ra.nking amongst all other sorts of fer
ruen ted liquors, and with them being equally 
deadl.IJ in its effects upon the pitiable in di vid ual 
who should so far forget himself as to wet his 
lips with its purple dew" (Youil's Teetotalism 
Calmly Investigated, 1835, p. 7). 

Speaking of Dr. Grindrod's personal appear
ance and social position, Mr. Youil gives utter
ance to a truism too often overlooked and some
times ignored by pseudo advocates of temper
ance, viz. "No man ought to promulgate a doc
trine he does not practi e," and he also bears 
testimony to the high official position Dr. 
Grindrod occupied at this very period (August, 
1835). He remarks: "The first illustration iu 
favour of water drinking we have in the lec
turer's personal experience; no one ought to 
promulgate a doctrine he does not practise. 
Tho e who may have had the gratification of 
seeing Dr. Grindrod in his official capacity as 
president of the teetotalists cannot but admire 
his rrraphic per ouification of a water drinker. 
Look at him! Does he look as if he had ever 
indulged in port, hock, sherry, turtle, venison, 
turkey, or even oyster sauce? No; more likely 
soupe niaigre. Has he sparks of wit, humour, 
or good nature about him? He not only envies 
us our ale, but would even break our pipes l 
Surely he is not angry with us because every 
whiff we take increases the revenue" ( Teeto
talism Calmly I nvestigated, p. 35). 

We have given these somewhat lengthy 
extracts in refutation of the unwarranted 
statements made in a lengthy note on page 
99 of Mr. John Pearce's Life and Teachings 
of Joseph Livesey, one of which reads thus: -

" Towards the close of his life Dr. Grindrod 
was evidently misled by his memory into be
lieving that his own teetotal career began two 
or three years earlier than it did." 

That the facts we have given were known 
to Mr. Pearce we can hardly credit, although, 
according to his own showing, they were within 
his reach, and he might have been better 
posted. 

In letters pu hlished in the Ternperance 

Advocate (1879, pp. 19, &c.) these facts were 
fully explained, there is therefore less excuse 
for the puLlication of so objectionable a note 
in the second edition of his work. Iu his 
zealous support of his position he unkindly 
discredits the evidence of those equally as 
trustworthy as himself. 

That the memory of Dr. Grindrocl was 
defective is no argument eveu were it true; 
but the fact is, in his writings he took care 
to give abundant references, and did not trust 
to memory. He was very particular on this 
point. Furthermore, he was in possession of 
publica tions aud documents which only few 
persons can now command, and these were 
backed by personal knowledge. 

It is unkind to make such statements when 
he of whom they are made has passed over to 
the great majority and cannot defend himself. 

Mr. Pearce seems to have forgotten or over
looked some very important facts. 

(1) At the commencement of the tPmperance 
movement Dr. Grindrod was young, active, 
intelligent, studious, zealous, and occupying a 
good social position, where he had every facility 
for acquiring sound information upon the sub
ject, and therefore he was better able to see 
the light as it dawned in upon him, and would 
be more freely disposed to use it than those 
not so highly favoured. 

(2) Before the public promulgatiou of total 
abstinence from alcoholic liquors of every 
kind Dr. Grindrod had had his attention 
directed to the subject, and when he removed 
to :l\1ancbester he was an ardent, practical 
temperance reformer, ready for active service 
in the cause, and at ouce was hailed as an 
acquisition to the movement. 

(3) His public lectures in the Tabernacle in 
the summer of 1835, and the subsequent dis
cussion with Mr. Y ouil, August 6th, 1835, 
prove that be was then, not commencing hi's 
public temperance career, but was truly the 
"champion of the movement" in Manchester, 
as was acknowledged by Mr. Y ouil and the. 
editor of the Penny 7.'emperance Magazine. 

(4) Like many others, the Rev. Francis 
Beardsall signed the total abstinence pledge 
more than once. At what date did he sign it 
for the first time 7 Let Dr. Grind rod answer, 
"I have just read for the first time Mr. 
Livesey's Rerniniscences of Early Teetotalism, 
in which he records the fact that the Rev. 
Francis Beardsall signed the pledge in Oak 
Street Chapel on September 6th, 1834. Quite 
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true. Mr. Beardsall, on that date, signed the 
pledge for encouragement, and as the first 
signature of a society connected with the 
place of worship of which he was pastor. 
I also enrolled myself on the books of the 
Oak Street Society. Months before this, how
ever, and in the same year, he had joined my 
little society at Miles Platting" (Brit. Ternp. 
Advocate, 1879, p. 19). 

Strictly speaking the Oak Street Society 
was commenced September l 7th, 1834, that 
is, it was publicly inaugurated on that date, 
but as a matter of course certain preliminary 
arrangements had to be made, and what so 
natural as the pastor and proposer of the new 
society to head the list, and ask his official 
members to join him, in order to ascertain 
if the scheme would be accepted and sup
ported. 

(5) Dr. Grindrod's lectures in the Taber
nacle preceded the Y ouil discussion, and the 
extra exertions put forth in replying to Mr. 
Youil in August, 1835, brought on a serious 
illness, requiring the daily attendance of his 
friend Sir J arnes S. Bardsley, M.D., and lay
ing Dr. Grindrod aside for a time. This pre
cludes the idea of his presiding at meetings at 
Miles Platting or elsewhere at that period, 
and shows clearly that these meetings were 
held as stated in 1834, not at a later period, 
as Mr. I earce assumes. 

(6) "The president of the teetotalists '' is 
the title Mr. Youil knew him by, thereby 
affording proof of the high position Dr. Grind
rod occupied in 1835 as a temperance reformer 
of known standing, not a mere beginner, as 
stated by Mr. Pearce. 

Furthermore, in the Star of Ternpm·ance, 
September, 1835, there are certain propositions 
published for the consideration of the temper
ance community, which were drafted by Dr. 
Grindrod, as president of the Mancheder and 
Salford Temperance Society, and submitted, 
endorsed, and approved by the members 
thereof, which set this question at rest, and 
prove beyoud doubt that he was one of the 
most advanced temperance reformers of the 
country at this early date. These propositions 
are as follow:-

"The committee are desirous of having their 
publications sold in the va.rious parts of the 
town and surrounding country," &c. 

"The committee also are sensible of the im
portance of not only persuading the drunk
ard to leave those dangerous places of r esort, 

the public-houses and beer and gin shops, but 
the imperative necessity of providing them 
with suitable and innocent places of amuse
ment as substitutes. They hope to accomplish 
this object by-

1. "Establishing in various parts of the 
town coffee-rooms and eating-houses. (Number 
stated already established and proposed.) 

2. "By opening reading - rooms, either 
separately or in connection with coffee-houses, 
supplied with generally useful books and 
periodicals. 

3. "By endeavouring to form, as extensively 
as possible, writing and reading schools for 
those members of the society whose previous 
course of life may have prevented them from 
acquiring those useful arts. 

4. "By the delivery of monthly or weekly 
lectures on important subjects connected with 
the interests of the working-classes, in addition 
to the meetings held i11 behalf of temperance. 

5. "By opening a general registry office in 
Manchester and Salford for the supplying 
those members of this society who are in want 
of employment with suitable places. Many 
employed have told us that they highly ap
prove of this suggestion, and that they will 
give it their strenuous support. 

6. "By establishing friendly societies or 
sick clubs on proper p1·inciples, in private 
rooms, and not in public-houses, as they gene
rally are at present. Many of those now 
holding their meetings at those houses may in 
all probability, could suitable rooms be pro
cured, be prepared to make a change so 
decidedly tending to their advantage, whether 
as relates to economy or comfort. 

7. "By dividing the town into districts, 
and appointing visitors to call at each house, 
and invite the attendance of the people to the 
numerous local meetings. The visitors might 
at the same time leave them tracts, and endea
vour to promote the sale of the Star of T em
perance." 

These propositions reveal the facts that 
Manchester, as early as 1835, was a grand 
teetotal school, with an educational as well as 
a reforming agency. Classes were arranged 
for instruction in reading and writing, for 
music, and especially for practical mechanics. 
Several libraries were formed, and a number 
of gentlemen contributed books, Dr. Grind rod 
half emptying his library of books of general 
interest for this purpose. 

Proposition 6 suggests another idea, viz. 
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·were not the founders of the order of Recha
bites deeply indebted to Dr. Grindrod for 
aid in starting the organization und~r that 
name in December, 1835- shortly after the 
publication of these propositions 1 He cer
tainly suggested something of the kind, and 
bis Runcorn experience aud studies qualified 
him for the work. 

There is here evidence sufficient to prove 
our position, viz. that Dr. R. B. Grindrod was 
in very truth the mainspring of the temper
ance movement in Manchester before the time 
Mr. Pearce indicates. 

On the l 7th of September, 1834, only two 
months after his induction as pastor of the 
Oak Street Baptist Church, Manchester, and 
soon after signing the total abstinence pledge 
at Miles Platting, the Rev. Francis Beardsall 
established a temperance society in Oak Street, 
Shude Hill, upou the dual basis, making total 
abstinence the leading principle, and modera
tion a second pledge. This fact is clearly 
established by an extract from the report of 
the Oak Street Society, presented at the meet
ing in the General Baptist Church, Oak 
Street, Manche ter, February 26th, 1836, an<l 
publi bed in the Star of Temperance (March, 
1836, p. 90). This publication was edited by 
the Revs. F. Beardsall, Manchester, and 
Joseph Barker of Chester, both of whom were 
intimately acquainted with the facts. The 
;3arly history of the society is her given in 
brief:-

" On the l 7th of September, 1834, a meet
ing was held in Oak Street Chapel, when a 
society was formed, adopting the two pledges, 
teetotal and moderation. The Rev. F. Beard
sall, minister of the place, was chosen presi
dent. At first the prospects were not flatter
ing; the meetings were continually annoyed 
with the jarring advocacy of the two pledges. 
The Rev. F. Beardsall steadily advocated the 
teetotal priuciple, and for three successive 
meetings maintained in discussion the nega
tive of good in home-brewed ale. This dis
cnssion excited considerable interest, and gave 
a decided character to the teetotal question; 
and although at first strong prejudices existed 
in favour of home-brewed ale, at the close of 
the discussion not more than six voted for it, 
whilst a forest of hands was lifted up in 
favour of teetotalism. On the 11 th December, 
1834, was recorded the last name to the modera
tion pledge; and on January 8th, 1835, a 
teetotal committee was formed, Mr. J arues 

Crossley being appointed to the office of secre
tary. On the 12th of February, 1835, the 
abandor.ment of the moderatiou pledge and 
the adoption of the teetotal one aloue 'vas 
proposed by Mr. N. Sanders; and after a 
long and warm discussion on the 26th of the 
same month the question was decided by a 
great majority in favour of total abstinence.'' 

This is confirmed by the letters of the 
Rev. Francis Beardsall to the editor of the 
Preston Ternperance Advocate. Writing on 
the 22d of November, 1834, Mr. Beardsall 
says: - "After deliberately considering the 
subject, I have been compelled to adopt the 
pledge of abstinence from all intoxicating 
liquors, and I believe that I am borne out by 
the example of Christ and His disciples." 
Farther on he states:-" I have begun to hold 
a weekly temperauce meeting on Thursday 
night, in the General Baptist Chapel, Oak 
Street. The special object of this meeting is 
to promote the principles you so ably advocate, 
viz. 'total abstinence from all intoxicatiug 
liquors.' We receive signatures to the modera
tion pledge. You will see that we have re
versed the order of the Temperance Society. 
Our rule is total abstinence; the exception is 
moderation. The result of five meetings is 
seventy-six teetotallers, and twenty-four mo
deration. I hope to be able soon to send you 
some interesting accounts of reformation. We 
have just chosen a committee, all teetotallers. 
We shall arrange for tracts and periodicals 
immediately" (Preston Temperance Advocate, 
1834, p. 87). 

Writiug again on the 23d of December, 
1834, Mr. Beardsall, speaking of the Oak 
Street Society, remarks:-" We have both 
pledges, viz. total abstinence and moderation. 
We plead for total abstinence, and the result 
of our meetings, which have been regularly 
held for about seven weeks, is: total abstin
ence, 94 members; moderation, 25." 

He then proceeds to relate the result of 
other meetings, and a debate between himself 
and Mr. Johnson, a bookseller, when the vote 
was "a forest of hands for teetotalism, and 
only four for moderation" (P1·eston Temper
ance Advocate, 1835, p. 11). 

'l'his evidence conclusively proves that the 
Oak Street Society was not the first bona

.fide total abstinence society in England. 
As early as 1840 some of the member8 of 

the Oak Street Society put forth this claim, 
and it was refuted by Mr. Joseph Dearden, of 
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Preston, in his Brief Hist01·y (p. 26) and else
where. Mr. Dearden eays: "In the third 
report of the New British and Foreign Tem
perance Society (established 1836), page 8, it 
is stated that the first society established ex
clusively on the abstinence principle was 
formed in Manchester by the Rev. F. Beard
sall early in 1835, which is a very great error. 
Previous to Mr. Beardsall's moderation pledge 
ueing thrnwn overboard, which, I believe, was 
on or about the 26th February, 18:35, there 
ltad been several societies established on the 
exclusive principle." He adds: "In the be
ginning of November, 1834, a new society, 
consisting exclusively of abstainers, was 
formed at Lancaster; they met every Thursday 
Hight, and had overflowing meetings. In less 
than a month they numbered 150 members, 
and on the 13th January, 1835, they had on 
their books 280 teetotallers. The youths of 
Lancaster held their first public meeting on 
Tuesday, the 13th of January, 1835, at which 
110 pledged themselves to abstinence. On 
the 17th January, 1835, a Youths' Total Ab
stinence Society was formed at Colne, the 
members of which never had any other pledge 
but that of entire abstinence." 

The whole of these societies were confined 
to youug persons from fourteen to tweuty-one, 
and did not include older people, so that they 
were special or sectional, not general, public 
total abstinence societies, and were found d 
after the Miles Platting Society. 

FR.a. 'CIS BEARDS.ALL was born in the Ton
tine Inn, Sheffield, on the 6th September, 
1799, which was then kept by his grandfather. 
Of his ancestry he said : "I am a regular de
scendant from the drinking trade on both 
sides of parents. My father wasted his father's 
large estate, and fell a victim to intemperance." 
Mr. Beardsall. became attached to the Genera.] 
Baptists, and after studying in the Baptist 
Theological Academy he accepted a charge at 
Oak Street, Shude Hill, ManchesLer, and 
entered upon bis duties July 12th, 1834. He 
signed the teetotal pledge with Dr. Griud
rod at his Miles P latting meeting, and, as 
already stated, became the founder and main
spring of the Oak Street Temperance Society. 
Mr. Bear<lsa.11 became a most devoted advocate 
of teetotalism, and having his attention drawn 
to the sacramental wine question, he saw the 
desirability of providing an unfermented sub
stitute for the wine in common use, and suc
ceeded in manufacturing an unfermented wine, 

of which 5000 bottles were sold between 1837 
and 1841. In 1840 he published a treatise on 
the wine question. In 1837 Mr. Beardsall 
issued an admirable temperance hymn
book, containing 200 hymns and songs. In 
conjunction with the Rev. Joseph Barker, 
New Connexion minister, Chester, he edited 
and published the Star of Temperance, at 
Manchester, and in 1841 became founder and 
president of the "Manchester and Salford 
Institution for Propagating Teetotalism on 
Christian Principles." He also took an active 
part in the formation and working of the 
British Temperance Association. Desirous 
of visiting America, Mr. Beardsall embarked 
for New York ou the 13th of May, 1 42. 
He suffered much on the voyage, which 
was a very protracted one, and before the 
vessel reached the American shores be died 
(25th of June, 1842), and was buried at sea 
"amidst the tears that Christians shed.". One 
who knew him intimately spoke of him as 
"ardent and sanguine, influenced by no self
seeking, but by love to Christ and his fellow
rnen; he spared not himself, nor counted his 
own life dear unto him, if only be could b 
instrumental in saving others." 

lVlR. GEORGE RYLEY, of ·Manchester, was 
one of the original members of the Oak Street 
Temperance Society, and an abstainer for 
sixty-two years, having at the age of fourteeu. 
signed a pledge drawn up by his mother, which 
he kept till his death. He was therefore a 
pledged abstainer before there were any teetotal 
societies. Mr. Ryley was an active aud intelli
gent advocate of temperance principles, and a 
warm supporter of Mr. Beardsall. He long 
maintained the idea that he was the oldest 
teetotaller, and a member of the first teetotal 
society in England-Oak Street, Manchester 
-and very reluctantly yielded to the evidence 
laid before him. He laboured until within a 
short time before his death, which took place 
in February, 1888, when he was seventy-six 
years of age. His remains were interred in 
the Wesleyan Cemetery, Cheetham Hill, Man
chester, February 11 tb, 1888. 

Ou the 24th September, 1834, a conference 
of delegates from the various societies in Lan
cashire, Cheshire, &c., was held in the Ex
change Dining-rooms, Manchester, over which 
Dr. Hull, of Manchester, presided, when six 
resolutions were unanimously adopted:-lst, 
"It is expedient, in the present circumstances 
of this country, for the purpose of united 
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and efficient exertions, that, in addition to 
the present temperance pledge, the societies 
in this aud adjoiuing counties be reconnnended 
to adopt a pledge of total abstinence from all 
intoxicating liquors." 2d, "It is desirable that 
the societies adopt a more careful system of 
admitting rnem bers, and that an efficient system 
of visitation be adopted." 3d, "That the man u
facturing and . vending of ardent spirits as a 
common beverage are auxiliaries to intemper
ance, and that the societies endeavour to influ
ence public opinion to the discouragement of 
the trade in all its uranches, and especially on 
the Sabbath-day." The fourth resolution re
commended an appeal to all ministers in favour 
of the tern perance cause; the fifth resolution 
provided for the raising of a fund for an effi
cient agency; and the sixth appointed a com
mittee, with Mr. George Danson as treasurer, 
and Mr. Galloway as secretary. 

The first r esolution of this conference indi
cates the rapidly-growing feeling in favour of 
entire abstiuence from all intoxicating liquors; 
hence the recommendation of the total ab
stinence pledge to all the societies. In ac
cordauce with the second resolution, some 
of the societies made it a rule to admit mem
bers only on being proposed aud accepted, uot 
werely by signing the pledge of the society. 
The visitors appointed to the various districts 
had to call upon the members at their own 
homes, and report delinquencies to the secre
tary, who at the ordinary meetings of the 
committee brought such cases forward, and 
then the names were erased of those deemed 
unworthy of membership. 

Iu the autumn of 1834 a meeting of the 
Warrington Temperance Society was held in 

-the Mechanics' Institute, Academy Place, 
under the presidency of Mr. John Rylands 
(father of the late Mr. Peter Rylands, M.P. 
for Burnley), when the Rev .• Job Wil ·on, of 
NortLwich, and Mr. S. Cundy took part in 
the proceedings. This was an attempt to re
suscitate the old society, which had almost 
ceased to exist. A series of resolutions, in
cluding the pledge, were submitted, and tLirty-
ix persons signed. In a report of this meeting 

given to the Preston Temperance Advocate 
(1834, p. 94) by Mr. Crowther, secretary, pro 
tem., we have the following statement:-" It 
may not be amiss to state that several per ons 
of long-continued intemperate habits have 
declined to enter the society, unless they can 
be admitted as total abstainers." 

VOL. I. 

It is thus conclusively proved that the 
society bad, in the process of reforming, di
verged from the principles so ably set forth 
in the original manifesto issued by Mr. Bir
kett in 1830, and in 1834 was part and parcel 
of the British and Foreign Temperance So
ciety, which only embraced abstinellce from 
ardent spirits. 

Richard Mee, Francis Webster, George 
Mather, and other notorious drunkards, had 
gone to this meeting desiring to sign the 
pledge, and become members of the society. 
When the pledge was read over to them they 
objected to it, and desired to have a total ab
stinence one, then they would sign; but the 
committee would not recognize such an ex
treme pledge as that. Such was the impres
sion on the minds of the people, in those days, 
relative to the virtues of ale, &c. (for w bich 
the town of Warrington was then, and alas! 
still is painfully notorious), that the late es
timable Pet.er Phillips, one of the fathers and 
founders of "Free Gospel, or Independent 
Methodism "-a man universally beloved and 
e teemed-seized Richard Mee by the arm, 
when about to sign an abstinence pledge 
drawn up specially for him and his com
panions, at their reque t, and exclaimed: 
"Thee mustn't, Richard, thee'll die." But Mr. 
Mee was a man with a will of bis own, and 
all who knew him can bear testimony to his 
power to say " Yes" or "No," and mean it. 
The pledge of total abstinence was signed by 
these men, with the re ult that they unani
mously came to the conclusion that teetotalism 
was the right and only means of reclaiming 
drunkards, and therefore they agitated for 
the adoption of tbe new ple<lge, as an addi
tional pledge of the society, as at Preston, 
Manchester, Liverpool, and other places in the 
county; but the committee of the Temperance 
Society scouted the idea of teetotalism, and 
not only declined to listen to the entreaties of 
the reformed drunkards, but positively re
fu sed to invite or permit t eetotal advocates 
to address their meetings. 

In the meantime, imbued with the true 
missionary spirit, and feeling like new men, 
these reformed drunkards began to advocate 
their own views, and held rn eetiugs at Lymm, 
Runcorn, Leigh, &c. Finding that the Hew 
doctrine was taking root, and that other re
formed dnrnkards were, like themselves, im
proving in health and circumstances instead 
of dying off as was predicted, and finding ii 

9 
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impossible to get the old society to adopt 
their views or to meet their requirements, 
they determined to establish a society of their 
own on purely total abstinence principles. 
They were much encouraged in this course 
by the countenance and support of several 
good men, who had been personally total 
abstainers from their childhood, and who were 
reading, thinking men, imbued by Christian 
motives, and having a desire to walk in 
Christ's footsteps. 

Messrs. William Clark of Stockton Heath, 
and John Monks of Latchford, near War
rington, were original mern bers of the Tem
perance Society started in Providence Chapel, 
Stockton Heath, April 4th, 1830, both being 
practical total abstainers from that date.1 

Intercourse with the good Quaker apostle 
of temperance, Mr. G. H. Birkett of Dublin, 
and the study of his tract, had made them 
become educated teetotalers at an early stage 
of the movement. They warmly commended 
the course pursued by Mr. Mee and his friends, 
and willingly joined them, as did two or 
three others. Then good Peter Phillips was 
awakened to the truth by the personal ex
perience of these reformed drunkards, and he 
and his friends freely offered them the use 
of the Friar's Green Independent Methodist 
Chapel as a meeting-place, and eventually the 
whole Phillips family became identified with 
the society. 

Possibly this may account for the singular 
fact that a very large proportion of the olde t 
and most faithful temperance reformers in 
Warrington were members of the ~ndepen
dent Methodist Church, and this union of 
temperance and religion, or rather the mak
ing of total abstiuence a part and parcel of 
their religion, materially aided the prosperity 
of that section of Methodism in Warrington 
and district, where for some years it was the 
strongest and most influential body of dis
senters in the locality. 

On Tuesda.y, October 2lst, 1834, a. meeting 
was held in the vestry of the Friar's Green 
Chapel, Cairo Street (since pulled down and 
rebuilt), when, after due consideration, the 
Warrington Total Abstinence . 'ociety was 
established, the following being the form of 
pledge adopted :-

"I do voluntarily promise that I will 
abstain from a.le, porter, wine, ardent spirits, 

1 The writer knew them both intimately, and has this 
fact from first hand. 

and all intoxicating liquors, and will not give 
nor offer them to others, except as medicines, 
or in a religious ordinance, and I will endeav
our to discountenance the causes and practices 
of intemperance." 

This was a copy of the Preston Youths' 
pledge, with the "one year" limit expunged. 
Between the date of the first meeting and that 
of the public inaugural meeting, held on the 
15th December, 1834, a number of signatures 
were taken to the pledge, making up to that 
date a tota.l of forty-nine members, all pledged 
total abstainers. 

The following letter appeared in the Preston 
Ternperance Advocate, February, 1835:-

" Sir,-I write to inform you that we have 
commenced a society on the basis of 'tota.l 
abstinence,' with very considerable success. 
Our first (public) meeting was held in Friar's 
Green Chapel on the 15th inst., when Mr. 
Entwistle, of Bolton, occupied the attention 
of a very numerous and attentive audience 
for upwards of an hour and a half, and at the 
close we received a.n accession to our list of 
twenty-one. We can now number seventy. 
We have commenced a system of visitation. 
Several of the members are appointed to go 
round every Sunday morning for the purpose 
of distributing temperance tracts and exhort
ing the members to adhere firmly to the re
solution they ha.ve pledged themselves to, and 
I assure you the most happy results have 
been produced by this system. We have in 
our ranks twelve reformed drunkards, and 
we anticipate a great increase from holding 
weekly meetings and the vi itation system. 
Several of us a.ttended a temperance tea-party 
at High Leigh, about 7 miles from here, on 
Christmas Day, and I am happy to say the 
cause is gaining ground there. 

"JOHN MONKS, Secretary. 
"\Varrington, December 29, 1834." 
On the llth April, 1835, Mr. Monks re

ported progress, and gave an interesting ac
count of the work going on at Warrington
a lecture by Mr. John Wright of Bolton; 
meetings addressed by reformed drunkards, 
held in various parts of the town; their first 
tea-party held in St. J ames's School-room, 
followed by a public meeting in Friar's Green 
Chapel, when twenty-six persons signed the 
pledge of the society; and he concluded with 
the following cheering words:-" We can now 
boast of having over 500 members" (Preston 
Teniperance Advocate, 1835, p. 38). 
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In the followi11g month (May, 1835 ), Mr. 
Livesey received a remarkably characteristic 
letter, which clearly indicates the true char
acter of the Warrington Total Abstinence 
Society:-

" Warrington, May 20th, 1835. 
"Sir,-It is with feelings of pleasure that 

we inform you that a Youths' Branch Associa
tion has been formed in this place. Our first 
meeting was held in Brick Street School-room 
on Friday, the lst of the present month, and 
addressed by six youths, who advocated the 
cause zealously, and this, like its parent, being 
on the abstinence principle alone-free from 
the dangerous, inconsistent, and lifeless system 
of moderation-we anticipate will be a power
ful auxiliary to the abstinence reformation. 
And we hope that it will be the means of 
preventing thousands from contracting those 
practices which have proved awfully fatal to 
numbers of young people. Our number at 
present is above 100, and we expect a mighty 
increase; and though we are but a few youths, 
yet we hope in the strength of our God to 
stay, like David, the lion and the bea.r, and 
to rescue the lambs from the lions' mouth. 
And though we have but our slings and 
stones, yet we feel confident that Goliath, the 
great and daring monster Drunkenness, will 
verily be slain, who bath put to defiance the 
armies of the living God. 

"J- G- and G- M-, Secretaries." 
(P1·eston T emperance Advocate, 1835, p. 54.) 

The initials were those of James Gandy, 
who became a faithful and earnest advocate 
of true temperance principles, and George 
Mee, younger brother of Richard and William 
M ee, of the parent society. George died a 
few years afterwards. 

These letters prove the facts already stated, 
viz. the found ation, inauguration, advanced 
principles, and success of the Warrington 
Total Abstinence Society. It was entirely 
free from restrictions as to age or sex; its 
pledge was the "long pledge" of total absti
nence, without any limit as to time, and it 
altogether ignored moderation, yet was re
markably successful. The society was founded 
and m3.naged by a band of men who "had 
a mind to work," and did it nobly and well. 
Most of them were working-men, and several 
of them had been great drunkards." 

RICHARD MEE was born at Warrington on 
the 8th of December, 1804. At an early age 
he was put to the trade of a cordwainer, and 

served his apprenticeship with his father. 
He was of a roving nature, and passionately 
fond of theatrical amusements, athletic sports, 
&c., which led him into company of a dissi
pated character. After his father's death he 
visited various parts of the country, settling 
down for about three years at Bolton, Lanca
shire. He also became a member of the lst 
Lancashire Militia, and, whether it was natu
ral or acquired, always bore with him a semi
military air. About the year 1827 he returned 
to his native place, and being a superior 
workman - despite his dissipated ha.bits
could always secure employment. As already 
stated, he was the leader and spokesman of 
the band of men who, although previously 
intemperate, were anxious to try the new 
principles of total and entire abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors: and after he had 
signed the pledge Mr. Mee became a staunch, 
uncompromising, and heroic advocate of tee
totalism. Probably he had more than once 
before, in accordance with a common custom 
among t cord wainers, tailors, and others, be
fore teetotalism was heard of, had fits of absti
nence, and "put the pin in"-that is, resolved 
to abstain for a given period, say till the feast 
or general holiday-and then spent the savings 
of weeks or months in a carouse. 

Mr. Mee was a warm admirer of Henry 
Anderton of Preston, the poet and orator of 
the movement, and until the day of his death 
is said to have carefully treasured some of the 
poet's effusions which had been written for or 
sent to him in the author's own writing. Dur
ing the latter portion of his life Mr. Mee was 
best known amongst the Rechabites, being 
a district officer for many years, and often 
present at the annual meetings of the order as 
one of the representatives from Warrington 
district. 

He was thrice married, and at his death, 
which took place at Warrington on the lst of 
July, 1877, in his seventy-third year, he left 
four daughters, all married and in moderate 
positions, one to Mr. William Brimelow, a son 
of his old friend and co-worker, Mr. James 
Brimelow. Mr. Brimelow has made himself a 
name as an ex-president of the Conference, and 
the editor of the Free Gospel j}fagazi'ne, the 
official organ of the Independent Methodists, 
and also ineonuection with a Bolton new paper. 
Another daughter married Richard Burrows 
Woods, one of the members of the Warrington 
Young Men's Total Abstinence Society, and 
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afterwards a member of the committee of the 
parent society, a successful lay preacher, &c., 
in the same denomination as his brother-in
law. He also is au ardent, laborious, temper
ance worker. 

WILLIAM MEE-brother to Richard Mee
was also a native of Warrington, born August 
4th, 1806. He also learnt the trade of a cord
wainer, with bis father and brother. William, 
being of a more sedate and reflective turn of 
mind, never went to the same length as his 
more excitable brother, but under somewhat 
similar influences be became a drinker of 
alcoholic liquors. As an active member of 
the Cord wainers' Union he was surrounded by 
enticements and incentives to drink and its 
associations, but shortly after Richard adopted 
the teetotal principle William also signed the 
pledge, viz. on the 30th November, 1834, after 
hearing a lecture by Mr. Joseph Livesey of 
Preston. William Mee became an active, ear
nest worker, although not a public speaker in 
the same sense as his elder brother, but in any 
way that he could possibly render service or 
promote the interests of the cause he was 
ready and willing to do his part, even to old 
age and growing infirmity. At threescore 
years and ten there were few members of the 
committee more regular in their attendance at 
the meetings of the society than the old veteran 
William Mee. In 1878 he was unanimously 
elected pre ident of the W arringtou Total 
Abstinence Society, and in the following year 
be removed to Grappenhall, Cheshire. 

To Mr. Mee, the writer was deeply indebted 
for the loan of old temperance publications 
and other important documents from whence 
much valuable information embodied in this 
work is derived. He died at Grappenball, 
Cheshire, October 3d, 1885, at the age of 
seventy-nine years, and was interred in the 
Warrington Cemetery. 

Mr. Francis Webster was by common con
sent crowned king of the Warriugton reformed 
drunkards, and remained faithful unto death, 
as also did George Mather, whose last days 
were spent at Widnes, where be died hon
oured and respected by a large circle of a.c
quaintances. J oho Cassidy lived to be almost 
a centenarian, cherishing to the last his rever
ence for the cause. 

MR. JOHN MoNKS, the first secretary of the 
Warrington Total Abstinence Society, is now 
the sole survivor of this gallant band of truly 
Christian temperance pioneers. For many 

years he has kept a grocery and prov1s10n 
store at Latchford, near Warrington, having 
all the appearance of a vigorous, happy old 
age. The writer had the pleasure of spendiug 
an agreeable hour with this grand octogena
rian teetotaller, vegetarian, and anti-smoker in 
March, 1890, and found him little changed. 
Physically and mentally be was remarkably 
vigorous, and as enthusiastic as a youth, thor
oughly posted up and conversant with the 
present position and prospects of the move
ment. 

As in Preston, Blackburn, Bolton, Oak 
Street Manchester, and other places, so also 
in Liverpool up to the close of the year 1834, 
the two pledges-moderation and total absti
nence-were worked together, but the har
mony of the meetings was often destroyed by 
the conflicting opinions of the advocates of 
the two pledges, who sometimes addressed 
the same audiences and advanced their own 
views. 

Travelling throughout the whole of the 
country, and associating with the total absti
nence nailers of SkibbereEln, Ireland, the most 
active workers in Scotland, and still more 
intimately connected with t l1 e Preston advo
cates, Mr. John Finch, the Liverpool iron 
merchant, was fully acquainted with the 
various efforts made, and warmly sym1Jathized 
with and supported those who desired to pro
mulgate total and entire abstineuce as the 
only effectnal means of a.ccom plishing the 
object in view. On the 16th December, 1 34 
Mr. Finch, returning home from Preston, 
dropped iu towards the close of a modern.
tion meeting held in the Friends' School
room, Duncan Street, and holding up a total 
abstinence pledge- book, be cried out, with 
with all the ardour of his soul: "Ye worki1Jg
men of Liverpool, who are determined to be 
free from the galling yoke of drinking the 
drunkard's drink and drunkenness, come for
ward and sign my declaration." The result 
was that, despite the remonstrances of the con
ductors of the meeting, twenty-four persons 
signed the total abstinence pledge, incluJing 
a police-officer named Thomas Gleave, who 
became an earnest and laborious worker in the 
cause. 

Mr. Finch being unable, on account of bis 
business engagements, to attend the meetiugs 
regularly, handed over his book of names to 
one of the reformed drunkards, who, with 
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others, set on foot an agitation for the forma
tion of a society on purely total abstinence 
principles. 

Whilst this agitation was going on Mr. 
David .Jones and five others were at work, 
and on the 23d January, 1835, started a purely 
teetotal society in a small room in Gay Street, 
off Scotland Road, Liverpool. After holding 
four meetings it was found necessary to re
move to a larger room in Gerrard Street, 
kindly offered rent-free by Mr. Sephton, and 
here the operations of the society were carried 
on with remarkable success. The new room 
was opened by a crowded meeting held March 
6th, 1835. This society was denominated 
"The Philanthropic Society of Total Ab
stainers," otherwi e "David Jones's Society," 
by which name it was best known (Liverpool 
Temperance Advocate, 1836; Star of Temper
ance, Manchester, 1836). 

DAVID JONES was an operative coach
builder working for a firm in Renshaw Street. 
He was an ardent worker, earnest, zealous, 
and indefatigable in his exertions; was a 
speaker indoor or out, and a poet, many of his 
effusions appearing in the Liverpool Temper
ance Advocate. One was of great length (248 
lines), and concluded with a couplet which 
became very common, being often quoted. 

" You've had enough of rags and bones, 
So take advice from David Jones." 

.Mr. Jones afterwards left Liverpool, and 
settled down at Swindon, where he died on 
the 16th December, 1871, aged seventy-eight 
years. 

A second Total Abstinence Society in Liver
pool, entitled "The Welsh Total Abstinence 
Society"-believed to be the first Welsh tee
total society ever established-was instituted 
in the Welsh Chapel, Rose Place, Scotland 
Road, Liverpool, March 8th, 1835, and was 
vigorously worked by the Welsh residents of 
this locality. 

As will be seen later on, grand work was 
done in these districts in the early days of the 
temperance reformation; but, singular to say, 
the very localities that once were the battle
grounds of teetotalism, have become the 
" Squalid Homes of Liverpool." Did the 
temperance friends act wisely in seeking more 
fashionable places to meet in, and thus leave 
the people to the tender mercies of the brewers 
and others, who bought up the most eligible 
sites and erected glittering gin-palaces thereon 

to tempt and allure the people, and obliterate 
all traces of the early triumphs of the temper
ance enterprise? We trow not. 

During the early part of the year 1835, the 
societies in Lancashire, &c., began to seriously 
c~nsider the advisability of altogether discard
ing the ardent spirit pledge in favour of tee
totalism. As already tated, a number of 
societies were being worked upon this principle 
alone; and at the annual meeting of the 
Pre ton Society, March, 1835, it was decided 
that henceforth teetotalism alone should be 
the principle of the society. No sooner was 
this course decided upon than determined 
efforts were made to extend their operations 
and take steps to induce the societies in the 
neighbouring towns to follow their example. 

With this object iu view they engaged the 
Blackburn theatre for six succe sive nights, 
and placarded the town with announcements 
of the arrangements for each evening. On 
Monday) .April 13th, 1835, the proceedings 
commenced by addres es from Mr. Tliomas 
Swindlelrnrst(chairman),Messrs,J.Broughton, 
Stagg, Speakman, Spencer, and H. Clitheroe 
from Preston. On Tuesday evening the Rev. 
.J. Cheadle, of Colne, presided, and Messrs. 
.J. Livesey, T. Osbaldston, and J. Richardson 
from Preston; Mr. Gardiner of Black burn; and 
R. Threlfall of Moon's Hill, were the speakers. 
Mr. Livesey delivered his "malt lecture" on 
thi. occasion, and was opposed by a per on in 
the auditory, who, when called to the stage, 
was heard with great attention, and ably 
replied to by Mr. Livesey. 

On Wednesday evening one of the Black
burn ministers presided, and addresse were 
delivered by Messrs. James Teare, Henry 
Bradley, R. Jolley, and others from Preston. 
On Thursday evening the Rev. J. Fielding of 
Preston occupied the chair, and Henry Ander
ton, the Preston poet, and others were 
speakers. On Friday evening Mr. Baxendale 
presided, and Messrs. J. Broughton, T. 
Swindlehurst, W. Howarth, Mrs. M. Grime, 
and others addressed the mreting. On Satur
day evening Mr. John Finch of Liverpool 
occupied the chair, and addresses were delivered 
by Messrs. G. Cartwright, T. W almsley, J. 
Whitehead, Randall, Swindlehurst, and others. 

On Thursday evening, April lOth, 1835, 
the Blackburn Total Abstinence Society was 
duly organized, and a committee selected 
from those who had signed at the previous 
meetings. 
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Amongst those who signed on the first 
night were the brothers William and Thomas 
Whittaker, the latter becoming a noted tem
perance advocate, and finally mayor of Scar
borough and a J.P. 

THOMAS WHITTAKER was born on the 22d 
of August, 1813, but whether in Lancashire 
or Yorkshire it would be unwise to say posi
tively The probabilities are in favour of 
Yorkshire. Certainly the house wherein he 
was born was built upon the boundary line of 
two or more couuties, for we have more than 
once heard him declare, with all the gravity 
peculiar to Thomas Whittaker, that "He might 
have been born in Lancashire if he liked, 
but be wasn't." His early days were spent 
mostly in Lancashire, and he worked for 
some time in a cotton-mill at Blackburn. 
During the excitement attending the forma
tion of the Blackburn Teetotal Society he and 
bis brother William attended the first meet
ing in the theatre, April 13th, 1835, when the 
stirring addresses of the Preston advocates 
led them both to sign the new pledge at the 
close of the meeting, Thomas being at this 
time in his twenty-second year, and a victim 
to the drink curse. Shortly afterwards he 
was induced to mount the platform, and he be
came a local tern perance advocate, speaking at 
Blackburn and in the adjoining towns and 
villages. On this account he became some
what obnoxious to some of the men of his 
own town, especially his fellow - workmen, 
and being made uncomfortable and unhappy 
amongst them, he determined to leave Black
burn and try his fortunes elsewhere. Further 
particulars of bis life and work will be found 
in other parts of this work. 

At one of Mr. V{hittaker's temperance 
meetings in London, in 1837, he was attracted 
by a young lady in the audience named Lou ISA 
PALMER, a native of East Harling, Norfolk 
(born Nov. 3d, 1814). Mr. Whittaker inwardly 
resolved that in the event of that lady sign
ing the pledge at the close of that meeting, he 
would endeavour to make her acquaintance. 
Whether it was his arguments and persuasion, 
or something else that induced her to do so, 
she did sign the teetotal pledge that night. 
They became acquainted, and being now a 
widower-his first wife having died at Black
burn - they were married on the 6th of 
August, 1838, and for thirty-seven years she 
shared bis joys and his sorrows, and bore him 
six children, two sons being all that survive. 

Yieldiug to a desire he had long cheri li ed, 
Mr. Whittaker went on a visit to America in 
1874, and was called home by the mournful 
tidings that bis beloved wife had passed away 
on the 9th of January, 1875, in her ixty
fourth year. 

WILLIAM WHITTAKER, the elder brother, 
was a man who never held so prominent a 
position in the temperance ranks as Thomas, 
nevertheless he was an earnest, faithful friend 
and supporter of the cause. He died in peace, 
November 4th, 188 , in his seventy-fourth 
year, and his brother bore this testimony : 
"William was a true man, and never faltered 
in the path of duty." 

Another of the early friends of the cause 
in Blackburn was MR. J oHN MARQUIS of 
Duckworth Street, who was a charter member 
of "Ebenezer" Tent, Independent Order of 
Rechabites; a member of the United King
dom Alliance, &c. &c. Being of a retiring 
disposition, he never became a very promi
nent public man; but in his own quiet way 
was an earnest and liLeral-minded worker, 
and a consistent member of the Primitive 
Methodist Society. Mr. Marquis died of asthma 
on the 18th of March, 1886, at the age of 
seventy-six years, his remains being followed 
to the grave by a large number of friend and 
co-workers. 

On March 4th, 1835, Messrs. J . Livesey 
and Henry Anderton of Preston, along with 
Mr. Thompson of Halifax, paid a visit to 
Huddersfield, the result being a strong agita
tion in favour of teetotalism. Tue Advocate 
for January, 1836, p. 32, reports as follows:
" Huddersfield. We are all at fours and fives 
here a.bout teetotalism and moderation. We 
shall soon, I expect, have got rid of the 
shackles of the moderation plan. A discus
sion has been held between a local preacher 
and one of our reformed drunkards, a young 
man, who handled the subject to

1 
our entire 

satisfaction. I have been perpetually pestered 
by the moderation men finding fault with us. 
We have scarcely had a rueeting without some 
remarks from the moderate people to damp 
the zeal in favour of teetotalism. The total 
abstinence system is producing wonders." 

In September, 1836, the number of tee
totallers in Huddersfield was reported at 580. 

It is stated that the first temperance society 
in Halifax was formed at a public meeting 
held on January 7th, 1832, but little is known 
respecting the operations of the society beyond 
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;he fact that meetings were held in town and 
country, and an expenditure incurred of £10 
or £12 a year (vide Report of J ubilet:: Meet
ing', 1885). 

The first total abstinence pledges were 
signed in a school-room, Garden Street New 
Bank, in the latter part of 1834, the late Mr. 
David Binns being one of the first to sign. 
M:r. Livesey delivered his famous Malt Lecture 
in Sion Chapel on Shrove Tuesday, 1835, and 
this seemed to have given an impetus to the 
total abstinence movement. Moderation was 
rnon felt to be insufficient to accomplish the 
purpose the society had in view, and the 
meetings for its advocacy were almost aban-
oned. Total abstinence meetings were held 

in Albion Street School, and soon the whole 
work was given over to the teetotallers (British 
Temperance Advocate, 1885, p. 41 ). 

In June, 1835, the Halifax Total Absti
nence Society was established, and in July, 
1835, the Bolton Society became a purely 
total abstinence society. In the autumn of 
the same year numerous other societies fol
lowed the example of Preston, and there then 
l egan a severe contest between the two parties, 
the advocates of moderation being very bitter 
and persistent in their opposition to what 
they termed "the foolish doctrine of the Lan
cashire fanatics." They sneered at the idea of 
calling a principle by the absurd and unmean
ing name of teetotal, which to outherners was 
new and strange, and for many years they 
believed it to be the coinage of "an illiterate 
man named 'Dickey Turner.'" In some dis
tricts the strife was carried to great heights, 
and did a considerable amount of harm to 
both parties; but the teetotallers stood their 
ground, and boldly maintained what they knew 
was a safe, certain, and reliable principle. 

Through the efforts of Mr. J. Edgar, Mr. 
Livesey's correspondent for the Sheffield dis
trict, and one of the first disciples of teetotal
ism in that town, the teetotal principle was 
introduced and made known; and about mid
summer, 1835, it was adopted by the Sheffield 
society as the only true and efficient one. 

As already intimated, Sheffield did itself the 
honour to elect as its first representative to 
parliament, in 1832, a gen tleman devoted to 
the furtherance of the temperance cause, 
Mr. James Silk Buckingham, who was re
turned for that borough without personally 
soliciting a single vote, or being subject to 
any expense for cabs or conveyances, &c. 

Mr. Buckingham was not the only practical 
teetotaller in parliament at this period. The 
late Mr. Joseph Brotherton, M.P. for Sal
ford, had been a practical abstainer from all 
intoxicating liquors for some years prior to 
the formation of our modern temperance 
societies, as was also Mr. George Williams, 
M.P. for Ashton-under-Lyne. In 1834 Mr. 
Williams wrote to Mr. Livesey saying: "I 
have been a water-drinker twenty-three years, 
and am as able as any man to illustrate its 
advantages" (Temperance Spectator, 1860, p. 
172). 

The seeds of teetotalism were sown at 
Rotherham at an early period, by the sturdy 
pioneers of Lancashire and Yorkshire. In 
July, 1835, Mr. Edward Grubb of Preston 
paid this town a visit and addressed a meet
ing in College Yard, amongst bis auditors 
being Mr. John Guest, whose teetotalism 
may be said to date from that meeting; but 
it was not until a later period that a society 
on total abstinence principles was formed and 
worked at Rotherham. 

There were numerous moderation societies 
in the North of England for some time before 
the adoption of teetotali m, but that principle 
was comparatively little known until the 
autumn of 1834, when Mr. Joseph Livesey, of 
Preston, took a tour through the district. OD 
September llth, 1834, Mr. Livesey visited 
Kendal, Westmoreland, and delivered his 
"Malt Lecture" in the Whitehall Lecture
room to a large and crowded audience. 

The report in the Preston Temperance Ad
vocate, 1834, p. 76, says: "The general opinion 
expressed through the town was, as it respects 
the nutritious properties of ale, the lecture was 
a settler." 

From that time the friends of temperance 
in Kendal began to advocate teetotalism with 
success, and in February, 1835, the secretary 
wrote to the Advocate: "The good effects 
which have been produced are not confined to 
Kendal; the country villages round about have 
been visited, and the success which bas at
tended the efforts of a few working-men can 
only be attributed to the goodness of their 
cause." 

On Monday, October 26th, 1835, Mr. Live
sey started out on a tour with his famous 
" Malt Lecture." 

This historic lecture of Mr. Livesey's con
sisted of a series of arguments and facts ex
planatory of the nature and properties of malt 
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liquor. In his introductory remarks Mr. 
Livesey observed that his countrymen had 
long laboured under two serious errors: first, 
that malt liquor was a highly nutritious 
beverage; and next, that when pure and un
adulternted, it contained no noxious substance 
calculated to injure the human system. He 
successfully combated these erroneous notions, 
then and still very prevalent. He fully ex
plained the nature and composition of the 
favourite English beverages, and showed that 
the alcohol in beer was identical with the 
alcohol in whisky. Under the term beer he 
include l ale, pale ale, porter, stout, and bitter 
beer, all essentially of the same character, and 
all, if genuine, made from malt and hops. 
Malt wa.s simply germinated barley, and the 
idea was that this "liquefied bread" made 
from malt would supply nourishment to the 
working-man, "and give his family the glow
ing bloom of health." The lecturer quoted 
the opinion of the Rev. William Porter, of 
Ipswich, who said that "it was necessary to 
support his health and strength." He bad been 
for nearly thirty years incumbent of a Suffolk 
parish, and in the habit of going among the 
labourers and administering to them in sick
ness, and he found that "what they wanted 
was a little home-brewed beer; it was the best 
medicine they could have. The married la
bourer required his three pints of home-brewe<l 
beer daily!" 

1'.ir. Livesey then proceeded to prove that 
malt liquors is not a "necessary of life;" and 
gave his hearers a popular exposition of the 
process of brewing, and the result thereof. 
He stated that there were two ways of ascer
taining how muck feeding substance is found 
in beer when men drink it. First, by analys
ing the beer; and next, by tracing the different 
processes in brewing, and noting the operations 
of each of these processes, viz. malting, masli
ing, fernienting, and fining, as they bear upon 
the question of food. 

He argued that malt is germinating barley, 
and hence it is evident, as Dr. Franklin long 
since observed, that the nutriment in ale must 
be in proportion to the quantity of soluble 
barley which it contains when we drink it. 
"How much barley, then," he asked, "is 
usually made use of in brewing: say a gallon 
of ale? I have consulted practical brewers, 
and find the fact to be, that not more than 
five pennyworth of barley is used in brewing 
a gallon of ale, which is sold for two shillings; 

that is to say, you could buy as much barley 
from the farmer for fi vepence as the brewer 
uses in manufacturing for you _two shillings' 
worth of ale. Here, then, at the outset you 
see that the man who buys ale for the sake of 
strength acts as wisely as any improvident 
woman, who, instead of buying a joint of meat 
at sixpence per pound, goes to another place 
and gives half a crown a pound for a similar 
joint. If only five pennyworth of barley be 
used, you will be ready to ask who gets the 
remaining one shilling and seven pence. Here 
is the answer: 

" Price of a gallon of ale, 

Cost of the barley, 
Paid to the maltster, 

government, -
brewer, -
retailer, -

Total, 

S. D. 

- 2 0 

- 0 5 
- 0 tt 
- 0 3t 
- 0 8 
- 0 6 

- 2 0 

"Nothing appears in this calculation to be 
allowed for the hops, but it is allowed on all 
hands that the proceeds of the barm, grains, 
and small beer will more than meet that cost. 
Although five pennyworth of barley is u ed 
in brewing a gallon of ale, no more than 
a fifth part of that five pennyworth is found 
in the ale when you drink it. If a man, there
fore, wants food, let him get the barley. It is 
an excellent grain, next in nutriment to wbeat, 
and when cleared of the husk, and especially 
of the bran, is capable of being made into 
capital bread, soup, gruel, and what, perhaps, 
is better than all, barley pudding. If, on the 
other band, he want poison, and not food, let 
him get the same amount in ale. Buy the 
barley, and you get two shillings' worth of food 
for two shillings ; buy the ale, and you don't 
get more than a single pennyworth of food." 

This lecture was originally published under 
the title-" A TEMPERANCE LECTURE 
based on the TEETOTAL PRINCIPLE; 
including AN EXPOSURE of the GREAT 
DELUSION AS TO THE PROPERTIES OF MAL'l.' 
LIQUOR; the substance of which has been 
delivered in the principal towns of England. 
By J. Livesey." This was a pamphlet of 
sixteen pages, the same size as the Preston 
Temperance Advocate, puLlished by Mr. Live
sey. A later edition, entitled" LecturR on Malt 
L iqitor, by Joseph Livesey," and published by 
the National Temperance League Publication 
Depot, is about half the size, and considerably 
abridged and altered. 
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His first meeting was held in the Music 
Hall, Leeds, which was well attended. 

His next place of call w;:i,s Darliugton, which 
had for some time been the seat and centre of 
operations for the north-eastern parts of Eng
land, in connection with the British and 
Foreign Temperance Society. At an early 
stage in the proceedings in this locality, the 
brothers Thompson became zealous, laborious 
workers. One had been an inveterate drunk
ard, and his reformation was a power for good 
to the cause. The other, MR. SAMUEL THOMP
SON, was an able speaker, a liberal contributor, 
and an indefatigable worker; he took great 
interest in the circulation of temperance liter
ature, and sought out ways and means to 
induce the people to read on the subject. 
Several of the Darlington workers were prac
tical teetotallers from 1833, but it was not 
until August 4th, 1835, that decided action 
was taken, and the Darlington Total Abstin
ence Society established, with Mr. John 
Fothergill, surgeon, as president. At a pub
lic meeting held on the date named, Mr. 
Fothergill made an able speech, in the course 
of which he stated that the vice of drunken
ness was introduced into Britain by the Saxons, 
who were ale drinkers, and that the "modera
tion societies," in bis opinion, never could 
effect the reformation of England. 

The Sunderland Herald of August Ith, 
1 35, contained an exc llent report of the 
proceedings, an<l remarked : " It was a fine 
igbt to behold so many reformed drunkards 

in the meeting, men to all appearances living 
in affiuence and comfort, who till lately were 
sunk to the lowest state of degradation, and 
in their madness casting about them firebrands, 
arrows, and death. The good effects of total 
abstinence amongst this class was exemplified 
in the case of Mr. William Thompson (brother 
of the active and well-known promoter of 
temperance societies in Darlington, &c.), who 
gave a brief sketch of what intemperance had 
clone for him; it had brought him to a state 
so dreadful that he had wandered, lost and 
forlorn, throughout the country, and had de
g1-aded him to the lowest state of vagrancy. 
It was pleasing to hear him relate the blessed 
effects of a contrary course. He stood before 
the meeting well clothed and in his right 
mind; and being naturally of an imposing 
and manly appearance, those who formerly 
knew him could not but admire the change, 
and anxiously long that all the drunkards in 

the country would follow his example, and 
have recourse to the safe and unerring prin
ciple of total abstinence." 

The Darlington Temperance Society em
ployed as its agent Mr. T. K. Greenbank, 
who bad for some time been working in the 
cause in America, and he was the means of 
establishing societies in Weardale and the 
surrounding districts. 

On Mr. Livesey's arrival at Darlington, 
October 27tb, 1835, he was met by a ba11d of 
zealous workers, and held a large meeting in 
the Primitive Methodist Chapel with con
siderable success. On the following day Mr. 
Livesey proceeded to Stockton-on-Tees, where 
he was told that the temperance meetings had 
been very thinly attended, and there was little 
chance of a large gathering at his meeting. 
Anxious to avoid the unpleasantne s of speak
ing to a long array of empty benches, Mr. 
Livesey hired a spring-cart, and got the town
crier to join him. Driving through the streets, 
the bellman ringing his bell and Mr. Livesey 
distributing tracts, and halting at intervals, 
the latter gave out the following announce
ment:-" This is to give notice that Mr. Live
sey, from Preston, is going to deliver a lecture 
this evening in the Friends' Meeting-house on 
malt liquors, at seven o'clock, in which he 
engages to prove that there is m01·e food in a 
pennyworth of bread than there is in a gallon 
of al . All the drunkards and tipplers, and 
those who have their clothes at the pop-shop, 
are requested to attend." The result was a 
large audience, and a deep impression made 
in favour of teetotalism. 

On the next day (October 29th) Mr. Livesey 
gave his lecture in the National School-room, 
Sunderland, at the close of which thirty-three 
persons signed the teetotal pledge, and 011 the 
llth of November, 1835, the Sunderland 
Total Abstinence Society was e tablished. 

On October 30th, 1835, Mr. Livesey de
livered his lecture in the Music Hall, New
castle-on-Tyne, the result being the forma
tion of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Temperance 
Society, on the principles of total abstinence 
alone, December 3d, 1835. Mr. Jonathan 
Priestman, a member of the Society of Friends, 
was chosen president (a post which he ably 
and honourably filled with little or no break 
up to the day of his death in 1863). Messrs. 
James Rewcastle and George Hornby were the 
first secretaries, and they were ably supported 
by Messrs. Daniel Oliver, Thomas Wilkie, 
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George Charlton, George Dodds, Edward 
Elliott, John Benson, John Mawson, John 
Hopper, Thomas Carr (familiarly knuwn as 
the Bishop of Benshaw, and for many years 
chairman of the Quayside open-air meetings), 
and a number of others whose names were as 
'·household words" in the North of England. 

Mr. Livesey was accompanied to the three 
last-named meetings by his friend Mr. Samuel 
Thompson, of Darlington. These tours were 
very laborious, as travelling in those days 
was either by stage-coach or post-chaise, and 
sometimes on foot. 

In order to supply a ready reference table, 
we append on p. 139 a tabulated li:;;t of the 
first bonajide tota.l abstinence societies insti
tuted, giving them in the order we believe to 
be correct as to date of formation on purely 
abstinence principles, or the abandonment of 
the moderation pledge. Some of them were 
first on the ardent spirit pledge principle, then 
on the dual basis; others were founded on the 
dual basis, using both pledges, and, at the dates 
given, became purely total abstinence socie
ties; while others were founded on the total 
abstinence principle alone, as expressed in the 
name, "Total Abstinence Society." 

As alrea.dy stated, the Skibbereen Absti
nence Society had no connection whatever 
with the modern temperance reformation 
until it was absorbed in the movement of 
Father Mathew in 1838. 

The small bands of total abstainers in Scot
land, previous to 1832, did not retain a sepa
rate and distinct existence as total abstinence 
societies; therefore we cannot legitimately 
include them in this list. The various youths' 
societies were confined to young persons from 
fourteen to twenty-one years of age, and were 
therefore restricted in their operations, and 
many of them were only for "one year." 

The first bona:fi,de general public total absti
nence societies in England, therefore, up to 
the end of 1835, seem to be as follows:-

1. Miles Flatting (Manchester) Total Abstinence 
Society, July, 1834. 

2. Warrington Total Abstinence Society, Octo
ber, 1834. 

3. The Philanthropic Society of Total Abstain
ers, otherwise known as David Jones's Society, of 
Gay Street, Scotland Road, Liverpool, January 
23d, 1835. 

4. The Oak Street Society, Manchester, Feb
ruary 26th, 1835. 

5. The Welsh Total Abstinence Society, Rose 
Place, Scotland Road, Liverpool, March 8th, 1835. 

6. Preston Temperance Society, on its discard
ing the moderation pledge, March 25th, 1835. 

7. Blackburn Total Abstinence Society, April 
16th, 1835. 

8. Halifax Total Abstinence Society, June, 
1835. 

9. Sheffield Total Abstinence Society, Mid
summer, 1835. 

10. Bolton Total Abstinence Society, July, 1835. 
ll. Bridlington Total Abstinence Society, July 

13th, 1835. 
12. Darlington T otal Abstinence Society, Augu. t 

4th, 1835. 
13. London Total Abstinence Society, August 

lOth, 1835. 
(Known afterwards as British Teetotal T emper

ance Society.) 

14. Llanfachell (Wales) Total Abstinence Society, 
November 4th, 1835. 

15. Sunderland Total Abstinence Society, Nov
ember llth, 1835.1 

16. Newcastle-on-Tyne 'fotal Abstinence Society, 
December 3d, 1835. 

1 "At a meeting convened by public advertisement, for 
the purpose of forming a total abstinence society, held 
in the Nicholson Street School·room, Sunderland, on 
Wednesday evening, November llth, 1835, and very 
numerously attended, it was resolved that this society 
shall be a branch of' 'l'he British A sociationfor the Pro
motion of Temperance, on the principle of total abstinence 
from all intoxicating liquors; established at ltfanch ester, 
September 15th, 1835,' and shall be called the Sunderland 
Total Abstinence Society: and that all persons signing 
the undermentioned pledge shall be members thereof: 
'We, the undersigned, do hereby agree to abstain from all 
intoxicating liquors, except for medicinal or sacramental 
purposes'" (Preston Temperance Advocate, 1835, p. 94) 



Date of Original Institution. 

1817. 

January 14th , 1832. 
January 15th, 1832. 
March, 1832. 
May 25th, 1832. 
1832. 

April, 1833. 

April 18th, 1834. 
July, 1834. 
October 2lst, 1834. 
November, 1834. 
January 17th, 1835. 
Jauuary 23d, 1835. 
September 17th, 1834. 
March 8th, 1835. 
March 22d, 1832. 
April 16th, 1835. 
May, 1835. 
June, 1835. 
Midsummer, 1835. 
July, 1835. 

July 13th, 1835. 

August 4th, 1835. 
August lC.th, 1835. 

September nth, 1835. 
November 4th, 1835. 
November llth, 1835. 
December 3d, 1835. 

TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETIES IN EXISTENCE AT THE END OF 1835. 

Date when Became Purely 
'l'eetotal. 

1817. 

January 14th, 1832. 
January 15th, 1832. 
March, 1832. 
May 25th, 1832. 
1832. 

April, 1833. 

April 18th, 1834. 
July , 1834. 
October 2lst, 1834. 
November, 1834. 
January 17th, 1835. 
January 23d, 1835. 
February 26th, 1835. 
March 8th, 1835. 
March 25th, 1835. 
April 16th, 1835. 
May, 1835. 
June, 1835. 
Midsummer, 1835. 
July, 1835. 

July 13th, 1835. 

August 4th, 1835. 
August lOth, 1835. 

September llth. 1835 
November 4th, 1835. 
November llth , 1835. 
December 3d, 1835. 

Name of Society. 

Skibbereen Abstinence Society. 

Paisley Youths' Total Abstinence Society. 
Tradeston Youths' Total Abstinence Society. 
Third Ward Temperance Society. 
St. J ohn's, New Brunswick. 
New England Methodist Episcopal Con

ference Temperance Society. 
Glasgow Young Men's Total Abstinence So-

ciety. 
Preston Youths' Total Abstinence Society. 
Miles Flatting Total Abstinence Society. 
Warrington Total Abstinence Society. 
Lancaster Youths' Total Abstinence Society. 
Colne Youths' Total Abstinence Society. 
The Philanthropic Society of Total Abstainers. 
Oak Street Temperance Society. 
Welsh Total Abstinence Society. 
Preston Temperance Society. 
Blackburn Total Abstinence Society. 
Warrington Youths' Total Abstinence Society. 
Halifax Total Abstinence Society. 
Sheffield Total Abstinence Society. 
Bolton Total Abstinence Society. 

Bridlington Total Abstinence Society. 

Darlington Total Abstinence Society. 
London Total Abstinence Society. 

Where Located. 

Skibbereen, County Cork, Ireland. 

Paisley, Scotland. 
Tradeston, Glasgow, Scotland. 
Utica, New York, U.S.A. 
St. John's, New Brunswick, Canada. 
New England, U.S.A. 

Glasgow, Scotland. 

Preston, Lancashire, England. 
Miles Flatting, Manchester. 
Warrington, Lancashire. 
Lancaster, Lancashire. 
Colne, Lancashire. 
Liverpool (Gay Street), Lancashire. 
:Manchester, Lancashire. 
Liverpool (Rose Place), Lancashire. 
Preston (Cock-pit), Lancashire. 
Blackburn, Lancashire. 
Warrington, Lancashire. 
Halifax, Yorkshire. 
Sheffield, Yorkshire. 
Bolton, Lancashire. 

Bridlington, Yorkshire. 

Darlington, Durham. 
London, Middlesex. 

British Teetotal Temperance Society. I London, Middlesex. 
Llanfachell Total Abstinence Society. Llanfachell, '\Vales. 
Sunderland Total Abstinence Society. Sunderlan d, Durham. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne Total Abstinence Society. Newcastle-on-Tyne, Northumber-

land. 

Names of Founders. 

Mr. J effry Sedwards. 

Mr. Daniel Richmond. 

Revs. Wilson, Horton, 
Steele, Crandall, &c. 

Mr. J. Livesey & others. 
Dr. R. B. Griudrod. 
Mr. Rhd. Mee & others. 

Mr. David Jones. 
Rev. Francis Beardsall. 

Mr. J. Livesey & others. 
Do. 

Jas. Gandy and others. 

Messrs. Ormerod, Ent
wistle, aml others. 

J ohn and .Joseph An
drew and others. 

Dr. Fothergill & others. 
Mr. ]'. Grosgean and 

others. 
Do. 

Rev. Evan Davies. 
Mr. J . Livesey & others. 
Mr. .Tames Rewcastle 

and others. 

Remarks. 

This society preceded the 
modern movement. 

For young people only. 
Do. 

General. 

For ministers, &c. 

For youths only. 
Genernl. 
General. 
For youths only. 

Do. 
General. 
General. 
General (Welsh). 
General. 
General. 
For youths only. 

Merged in the British Tee
total Temperance Society. 

The fi rst in Wales. 
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CHAPTER X. 

ORGANIZED TEETOTALIS 1 (LANCASHIRE), 1834-1836. 

Haslingden Festival, 1834-Henry Anderton and W. Haigh-Liverpool Great Festival, 1835-Drinking 
Habits of Lancashire Working-men-Heartfelt Soul-stirring Song-Second Temperance Conference at 
Manchester-British Temperance Association Established-Officers, &c.-First Agents-Teetotali sm 
Widely Extended-Robert Guest White-Joseph Brotherton, M.P.-Rev. Joseph Barker-Jo eph 
Andrew - Ralph Holker - First Anniversary Warrington Total Abstinence Society - Manchester and 
Salford Temperance Society-The Tabernacle Meetings-Terrible Accident-Public Feeling- Funeral 
of the Victims-Festival, 1836-Dr. Grindrod's Medical Lectures-Letter from a Reformed Drunkard
Provision for Contingencies Natural, Imperative, and Necessary-Value of Friendly Societies-Their 
Connection with Drink-shops-Order of Rechabites Established-Liverpool Totr.1 Abstinence Society 
Formed-Constitution-Open-air Meetings-Six Days' Festival-Monster Tea-meeting-A Triple Tem
perance Meeting-John Carter, Liverpool-George Noscoe, the Norwegian Sailor-Liverpool Anti
temperance Society-Depression of the Liquor Trade-Rechabite Extension-Lawrence Heywortb, 
Esq.-Veteran Abstainers-Demonstration at Warrington-Henry Anderton Surprised-An Advocate 
and his Boots-Reports of Warrington Secretary-George Okell of Leigh-" Rector o' th' Obelisk"-
Discussion at Manchester-Dr. Grindrod on the Moderate Use of Alcoholic Liquors-Effects of Total 
Abstinence-J. ettleton-Alderman G. Booth-James Cheetham-James Leach-Thomas Norcliff. 

In May, 1834, Messrs. Henry Anderton 
and J ohn King of Preston, along with Mr. 
William Haigh of Huddersfield, were engaged 
to speak at a temperance festival at Hasling
den, in connection with the old moderation 
society. Mr. Ramsey, Independent minister, 
was in the chair. Mr. H aigh delivered an 
address in favour of abstinence from ardent 
spirits and the moderate use of wine and beer, 
when the chairman inquired how Mr. Haigh 
managed to travel on temperance principles. 
He replied that he did not find it difficult at 
all, as he took ale and wine instead of spirits, 
and felt better in health after giving up the 
latter. 

Mr. Haigh bad not, up to this time, been 
at a teetotal meeting, or beard any speech in 
favour of total abstinence; but both Anderton 
and King were teetotallers, and they pointed 
out the inconsistency of Mr. H aigb's position 
as a temperance reformer in drinking and re
commending moderation as a cure for in
temperance, when it was known that in 
Lancash ire and Yorkshire there was more 
drunkenness from drinking fermented than 
distilled liquors. "Henry Anderton," says 
Mr. Haigh, "with bis keen satire made me 
writhe under the severity of bis castigation, 
and my face crimsoned with shame as he 
made the audience laugh at my folly in com
ing all the way from Yorkshire to teach the 

Lancashire folks the 'great delusion' that ale 
and wine-drinking in moderation was the best 
cure for drunkenness. But his racy humour, 
bis soul-stirring poetry and eloquence soon 
turned the warm pulses of my youthful mind 
in bis favour. He proceeded to urge total 
abstinence from all intoxicating drinks a the 
only cure for intemperance, and conclude 1 
with:-

' Let it stick in thy head, 
What friend Pollard once said 

(For a long-headed fellow he's reckoned); 
Don't quaff the first pot, 
And the devil can not 

Compel thee to swallow a second.' 

As be closed his eloquent speech I felt that he 
had spoken the truth, and spoken it in love. 
At the close of the meeting I shook him by 
the hand and said, 'A11derton, I cannot do 
with you taking the shine out of me in this 
way.' H e said, 'What are you going to do, 
then?' I replied, 'I have resolved to abstain 
for six months, and if I find I can do without 
ale and wine I will sign the pledge.' At the 
end of my six months' probation I signed the 
teetotal pledge (the first in Hnddersfield)" 
(Temperance Spectator, 1859, p. 47). 

On the 4th of July, 1835, a Grand Festival 
of the Liverpool Societies was held in the 
Music Hall, Bold Street, when upwards of 
800 persons partook of tea. After tea a public 
meeting was held, presided over by Mr. 
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John Cropper, ancl addressed by the Rev .. H. 
:::;. Josephs, a deputation from the Preston 
Temperance Society, and several rt::formed 
drunkards. The Mercu1·y gave an interesting 
report of the proceedings at the time. 

The Total Abstinence Societies in Gerard 
Street and Rose Place, Scotland Road, were 
al o steadily and successfully continuing their 
operations, which included weekly meetings 
in their own meeting-places, open-air meet
ings in different parts of the town, and the 
regular visitation of the members at their 
own homes, and also of those persons who 
~igned the pledge at the meetings. 

About July, 1835, the Liverpool Temper
ance Society, meeting in Duncan Street School
room, removed to the Hibernian School-room, 
in Pleasant Street, but it was still under the 
management of the old committee, composed 
of total abstainers, moderate drinkers, and 
011e or two brewers. Nevertheless, total absti
nence was almost invariably advocated at the 
meetings, and persons were at liberty to sign 
for short periods, say one month, two months, 
or a year, just as they pleased . The other 
branch meetings were held at intervals in 
Mr. Lister's chapel, Lime Street, and on special 
occa ions at the Music Hall, Bold Street. But 
as this society was based upon a fallacy, and 
did not meet the requirements of the case, it 
could not exist in the face of the truths of 
teetotalism. 

The working-men of Lancashire, as a rule, 
were ale drinkers, and they laughed at the 
aL -urdity of attempting to make men sober 
Ly pledging them to abstain from spirits and 
permitting them to drink ale, wine, &c.; there
fore those who were in earnest upon this 
question preferred the only logical and con
sistent pledge-total abstinence. It is a re
markable fact that not only in Liverpool, but 
throughout the country, the new doctrine was 
warmly received by the "horny-banded sons 
of toil." When they understood the matter, 
and observed that the advocates of total absti
nence were true patriots, earnest, self-sacrific
ing philanthropists, working not for pecuniary 
gain or selfish purposes, but to save and bless 
humanity, then they banded themselves to
gether under the new standard, and became 
warm and devoted friends of the cause. When 
the e men and women met together in the 
weekly temperance meeting, there was ape
culiar attraction about them which mystified 
and charmed those unacquainted with the 

delightful change that had been wrought. 
There was a spiritual fervour and a depth of 
sympathetic feeling in their songs, more elo
quent than the most polished sentences of the 
gifted orator. Their singing, therefore, had 
an influence and power of its own, which 
thrilled the audiences and made the meetings 
attractive and delightful. They knew and 
felt in their hearts what they sang, and many 
in this way gave utterance to sentiments they 
could not otherwise publicly express. The 
late Rev. Dr. J abez Burns's hymn, "Round 
the Temperance Standard Rally," was a 
popular favourite, and was often used. As 
they sang this, or another almost as popular, 
commencing "Rise and Shine o'er every 
Nation," to the equally popular tune of" Old 
Calcutta," the inspiriting strains made the 
ears tingle, the eyes sparkle, the heart throb, 
aud the whole soul to feel as though some
thing of the Pentecostal spirit bad been 
bestowed upon the whole assembly. 

The be t concerted pieces, by the most skil
ful choirs, fail to charm as did the less culti
vated but more heartfelt singing at the old
fashioned temperance meetings in the early 
days of the movement when "gospel temper
ance" was a reality. In too many of the so
callecl temperance meetings of the present 
period the pieces sung have no bearing what
ever upon the temperance question, and mauy 
are thus led to imagine that there is a dearth 
of temperance lyrical poetry capable of or 
worthy to be set to suitable music, w herea 
the supply is greater than the demand. 

On September 12, 1835, Mr. Henry Ander
ton, the Preston temperance poet and orator, 
who was a great favourite in Liverpool, War
riugton, and district, visited Liverpool, and 
delivered an address in the Pleasant Street 
School-room, takiug for bis text the words, 
"Arise, shine; for thy light is come." At this 
meeting Mr. J osepb Thomas, a still well
known Liverpool citizen, signed the total 
abstinence pledge. 

On the 15th and 16th September, 1835, a 
second conference of delegates from temper
ance societies, convened by Mr. Joseph Live
sey, was held in the Oak Street Chapel, 
Manchester, the Rev. Joseph Barker, of 
Chester, in the chair. Delegates were present 
from Ashton, Bradford, Blackburn, Bolton, 
Chester, Colne, Harwich, High Leigh, Lees, 
Leeds, Lymm, Li v.erpool, Manche ter, :Mac
clesfield, Middle Hulton, Nantwich, Oldham, 
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Preston, Rochdale, Stockport, Stockton Heath, 
Salford, Todmorden, Upper Mills, Warring
ton, Wigan, and Wilsden, near Bradford. 
Rev. F. Beardsall and Mr. Joseph Martin 
were appointed secretaries. 

Amongst the resolutions the following was 
unanimously adopted:-" That the dreadful 
effects of intemperance throughout the king
dom are such as to render it incumbent 
upon all classes to unite in promoting a tem
perance reformation; and for effecting this 
object this conference recommends that in 
future all temperance societies should be 
formed on the principle of abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors." 

It was at first proposed to form a county 
or provincial association, but Dr. Grindrod 
advocated the formation of a national associa
tion, and, after much discussion, carried his 
resolution. 

In a series of papers written by the doctor, 
and published in the Brit1"sh Temperance Ad
vocate, he gave details of considerable interest 
respecting this subject. It would appear that 
Dr. Grindrod for some time previously had in 
mind a national organization, and previous to 
the conference secured the promise of the Rev. 
F. Beardsa11 and others to support him in any 
proposition he might make to that end. Mr. 
Joseph Livesey, with not a few other friends, 
in a spirit of prudence thought it might be 
more advisable to commence operations on a 
more limited scale. Dr. Grindrod warmly 
canvassed the delegates in favour of a more 
widely extended organization, and won the 
day, Mr. Livesey, in a loving spirit, giving in 
not merely his adhesion to the plan, but con
senting to become the general secretary. The 
proposition for the national association was 
carried at the morning sitting, and it was 
pleasantly said that the doctor, having gained 
his point, was boun<l to supply the meeting 
with the scheme of its proposed operations for 
the consideration of the conference. This, 
however, he had already done, and a sub
t:ommittee, consisting of Mr. Livesey, Rev. F. 
Beardsall, and Rev. Joseph Barker, was ap
pointed to examine, approve, or alter the 
basis plan which had been prepared. The 
sub-committee met at Dr. Grindrod's house, 
and the result of their deliberations was pre
sented and adopted at the afternoon meeting 
of the conference, when the British Temper
ance Association (now League) was duly estab
lished. 

The second resolution of the conference was 
to the effect that a national society be esta
blished, under the designation of "The British 
Association for the Promotion of Temper
ance," "that the object of this association 
shall be to extend the operations of existi11g 
societies, and to promote the formation of 
new ones throughout the United Kingdom, 
to be carried into effect by the employment 
of an efficient personal agency, and by dif
fusing temperance information through the 
medium of the press" (Preston Te11iperance 
Advocate, 1835, p. 75). 

At a meeting of the members of the newly
formed association, held in Oldham Street 
Temperance Hotel, Manchester, October 6th, 
1835, rules and regulations were adopted, and 
the following officers elected :-President, M1·. 
Robert Guest White, Dublin. Vice-presidents, 
Mr. James Silk Buckingham, M.P., Sheffield; 
Mr. Joseph Brotherton, M.P., Salford; Rev. 
J. Cheadle, A.M., Colne; Mr. John Cropper, 
Liverpool; Dr. R. B. Grindrod, Manchester; 
Mr. Samuel Thompson, Darlington. Treasurers, 
Mr. Thomas Harbottle and Mr. William El
lerby, Manchester. Secretaries, Rev. F. Beard
sall, Manchester; Rev. Richard Fenney, 
Macclesfield; and Mr. J. Livesey, Prestoll. 
Committee, Rev. Joseph Barker, Chester, 
Rev. James Hawkes, Nantwich; Rev. J. B. 
Sheppard, Salford; Rev. Alexander Mackay, 
Antrim; Mr. Joseph Stutterd, lluddersfield; 
Mr. Joseph Andrew, Leeds; Mr. Ed ward 
Sayce, Stockport; Mr . • T ohn Thompson, Hali
fax ; Rev. Mr. Stott, Donegall; Mr. R. S. 
Nichols, London; Mr. John Finch, Liverpool; 
Mr. W. C. Chapman, Birmingham; Mr. C. H. 
Clark, Nottingham; Mr. Henry Jones, Liver
pool; Mr. I saac Grundy, Preston; Mr. W. C. 
Beardsall, Sheffield ; Mr. Joseph Eaton, Bris
tol; Mr. Thomas Ormerod, Bolton; Mr. W. 
S. Nichols, Wil den; Mr. John Dean, Mac 
clesfield; Mr. Peter Phillips, Warrington 
Mr. A. B. Salmon, Ulverston; Mr. James 
Fielden, Todmorden; Mr. J. Neild, Oldham. 
Executive committee, Rev. J. B. Sheppard, 
Dr. Grindrod, Mr. W Ellerby, Mr. Joseph 
Thompson; Mr. W . Kennedy, Mr. John Spar
row, Mr. Israel I;evers, Mr. Joseph Martin, 
Mr. Edward Sayce, Mr. George Hesketh, Mr. 
Thomas Dewsnup, Mr. William Morris. 

The first agent of this association was Mr. 
Ralph Holker, better known as the "Old Sol
dier of Oldham," who signed the teetotal pledge 
in 1834, and was an earnest, faithful friend of 
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the cause. His first colleague was Mr. Robert 
Winter, and the next or third agent of the 
association was Mr. Thomas Whittaker, of 
Blackburn. Mr. Thomas Whittaker claims to 
be the first agent of the British Temperance 
League, but on what grounds we have yet to 
learn. 

In connection with this conference fourteen 
public meetings were held in and around 
Manchester. From the list of towus repre
sented at this conference, and the names of 
the officials elected, it will be seen that by this 
time teetotalism, or total abstinence, had 
taken a deep hold of the country, and was 
rapidly becoming the popular principle of 
temperance societies. 

Many of the delegates present were not 
only personal abstainers, but they represented 
teetotal organizations or societies; hence the 
facility with which the conference passed re
solutions in favour of total abstinence, and 
ma<le this the basis of the new organization. 
Thi united action on the part of the teetotal
lers dealt a strong blow at the old principle, 
and very much crippled the power of the 
British and Foreign Temperance Society, 
whose travelling secretary and agent, Rev. 
Owen Clarke, denounced the new a sociation 
with great bitterness, and in some districts 
there were severe struggles between the con
tending parties, especially where the branch 
societies withdrew their pecuniary upport 
from the old society, and affiliated themselves 
with the association. 

MR. ROBERT GUEST WmTE, first president 
of th e British Temperance A sociation, ap
peared before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons to give evidence touching 
the "inquiry into the causes and remedies of 
intemperance," in accordance with the motion 
of Mr. J. S. Buckingham, M.P. While in 
London he met with Mes rs. Joseph Livesey 
of Preston, and J ohn Finch of Liverpool, who 
were there on the same errand, from whom he 
heard of the doings of the Lancashire societies, 
and resolved to visit Preston and Liverpool 
and see and hear for himself. He did so, and 
signed the total abstinence pledge, and became 
a warm friend of the cause. He, after a little 
time, removed to Liverpool, where he died on 
the 18th of April, 1 39, and was interred in 
St. James Cemetery, Liverpool, his rnmains 
being followed to the grave by a nnm ber of 
the leading total abstainers of the town, by 
the mem hers of the Howard Association, and 

by the Church of England and Roman Catholic 
total abstinence musical ba11ds, in their splen
did uniforms, with their instruments bound in 
crape. On the following Monday eveuing 
a few of his total abstinence frieuds had 
the body removed to a private grave, which 
they bad purchased for the purpose, and where 
they afterwards erected a monument to his 
memory. Mr. White was "a man of much 
simple - heartedness, benevolence, integrity, 
and zeal." 

MR. JosEPH BROTHERTON, M.P. for Salford, 
one of the vice-presidents of the associatioll, 
was a consistent temperance reformer of nearly 
fifty years' standing, his temperance career 
commencing before the modern temperance 
reformation. He bad a seat in the H ouse of 
Commons for a goodly number of years, an cl 
died rather suddenly on the 7th of J anuary, 
1857. 

REV. JOSEPH BARKER, joint-editor with Rev. 
Francis Beardsall of the Star of Temperance 
(Manchester, 1835), was then a Methodist 
New Connexion minister at Chester, and an 
ardent, laborious temperance worker, who did 
good service to the cause while stationed in 
the Chester circuit. H e frequently did battle 
with the ministerial advocates of moderatiou, 
and suffered no small amount of persecution, 
even at the hands of some of his colleagues, 
for his advocacy of what seemed to him a 
Christian duty. There are good grounds for 
believing that this persecution was one of 
the causes of his retirement from the ministry, 
and his adoption of freethinking opinions. 
He became a Chartist lecturer and a sceptic, 
and both spoke and wrote against Christianity. 
After being some time in America he re 
turned to his native land, and was led back 
to his early faith, and during the last few 
years of his life was an earnest lay preacher 
of the gospel. In all his changes he was 
ever true to the temperance cause, advocating 
its claims wherever he went. 

JosEPH ANDREW, a member of the first com
mittee of the British Temperance Association, 
was born at Mottram, Cheshire, near the 
borders of Lancashire and Yorkshire, on 
the 29th of J anuary, 1812. He became an 
abstainer in 1835, and took an active part in 
promulgating tho principles of teetotalism. 
He contributed to the pages of the National 
T emperance Advocate when it was pu blisbed 
in the I sle of Man, but he was best known 
and very popular as a speaker. A near 
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relative bore the following tPstimony to his 
abilities and power:-" He had considerable 
reasoning power, a vivid imagination, and an 
intense love of the beautiful and sublime in 
poetry and oratory. He was often humorous 
and witty, and always displayed great earnest
ness and energy on the platform. Generally 
his speeches were prepared with care. He 
hated everything mean and disho~onrable, 

and he had great conscientiousness. He was 
a warm friend and helper of movements for 
the spread of education, international peace, 
anti-slavery principles, and religious liberty." 
Mr. Andrew died after a short illness from 
fever in July, 1847, at the early age of thirty
five years. 

RALPH HoLKER, first agent of the British 
Temperauce Association, was boru in Man
chester in 1797, and very early in life gave 
way to habits of intemperance. "\Yhen thir
teen years old he was a public-house singer 
aud a drunkard; at fifteen he became a sol
dier, and continued his drunken habits until 
he was of the age of twenty-six years, at 
which period, when confined in the Edinburgh 
barracks for drunkenness, through reading a 
book which had been placed in his hands he, 
for a time, became a sober and serious man. 
But at length he gradually fell into dissi
pated habits again, as be has often since said, 
because be thought moderation was right. 
In 1833 he was discharged from the army, 
and took up his abode in Manchester with 
his family, and commenced serving the sol
diers in barracks with the articles required 
for cleaning their accoutrements. His drunken 
habits still continuing, however, he was at 
h~ngtb forbidden admission to the barracks; 
aud then sinking lower and lower in the 
social grade, he was in time compelled to 
apply for parish relief, and found employ
ment as a street scavenger at the low wage of 
ten shillings per week. While thus employed 
he waR intluced one evening to attend a tem
perance meeting, and there he signed the tem
perance pledge-the old moderation form- de
termined that, with God's help, he would never 
drink again. This resolution he faithfully 
kept. His circumstances rapidly improved, as 
also did his shattered health. He Lecame a 
most devoted aud successful 3.d vocate of entire 
abstinence, for he could never believe in any
thing short of that for suppressing drunken
ness." As an agent for the Briti~h Temperance 
Association and in other capacities he induced 

thousands to become teetotallers, travelling 
over most parts of the United Kingdom for 
that purpose (Tlze Gonimonwealt/1, February 
4th, 1854). 

After addressing a temperance meeting at 
St.aleybridge on the evening of January 29th, 
185-1, he hurriedly ran to the station to catch 
a train to Manchester. After securing bi 
ticket he went into the waiting-room, where 
he was found vomitiug by the station-master, 
who assisted h.im to one of the carriages; but 
before the train had started he expired, and 
was carried back again to the temperance 
house which he had left only a few minutes 
previously in appareutly his usual state of 
health. Over-exertion, combined with dis
ease of the heart, were the causes of deatL, 
he being then in the fifty-sixth year of his 
age. 

These brief sketches give the reader some 
idea of the character and talents of the men 
who were the first active official workers of 
the first national teetotal organization in the 
world, and now known as the Briti h Tem
perance League. 

On the 14th of December, 1835, the first 
anniversary of the Warrington Total ALstin
ence Society was commenced by Mr. Joseph 
Livesey of Preston delivering his "Malt Lec
ture'' to a crowded au Hence. On the following 
day there was a procession through the streets, 
and then another crowded public meeting ad
dressed by Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst of Pres
ton . Ou Wednesday evening the conclnding 
public meetiug was addres ed by l\f r. Henry 
Anderton, the Preston poet and orator. The 
report of the proceedings given in the Preston 
Temperance .Advocate for January, 1836, con
cludes with the following statement:-" The 
society here is exceedingly prosperous, aiJd the 
proceedings of the week have operated much 
to promote its advancement." 

Iu order to unite the various societies in 
and around Manchester into one general or
ganization the Manchester and Salford Tem
penrnce Society was formed in 1835, with Dr. 
Grindrod as its first president. On the lOth 
of December, 1835, it was reorganized, when 
Mr. Joseph Brotherton, M .P., was elected 
vice-president, and the Rev. Francis Beard
sall honorary secretary. It had at that time 
upwards of thirty weekly meetings or mission
station and a. meru ber hip of nearly 8000. 

In the meantime the Miles Platting Total 
Abstinence Society bad developed into a larger 
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organization, meeting in a chapel known as 
"The Tabernacle," in Oldham Street, Man
chester, where, in the winter of 1835, a, series 
of large and popular meetings were held under 
the auspices of Dr. Grindrod. 

In January, 1836, while Dr. Grindrod was 
lying on his sofa, being exhausted and ill with 
overwork, and unable to attend the Tabernacle 
meeting, a messenger came to tell him of a 
terrible accident that had taken place while 
the Tabernacle was crowded. The floor of 
the building had given way, and some were 
killed and many injured. Dr. Grindrod for
got his own ailments and ran at once to the 
scene of the disaster. Two females were found 
to be dead, and numbers more or less injured. 
All that could be done to relieve the sufferers 
was willingly and promptly done, and soon 
after the event a meeting of sympathy was 
held in the Oak Street Chapel, Dr. Grindrod 
in the chair. It was prophesied by the enemies 
of the movement that the sad catastrophe 
would be fatal to the holding or succe s of 
future meetings; but it was not so. The fol
lowing extracts from the speech of the chair
man on this occasion are given from the .Man
cheste1· Times:-

"As some of the wounded and others who 
had escaped were retiring home they were 
saluted by reproaches from the characters 
alluded to, such as, 'This is what you get by 
temperance,' 'A judgment is come upon you,' 
&c. One individual, I am sorry to say, who 
was near to the accident (and I speak it with 
feelings of pity-I pray for him), uttered 
words to the following effect: 'I only wish 
that Grindrod was under the ruins.' Such 
were some of the unfeeling observations uttered 
that evening. The crowds generally, be it 
spoken to their praise, were full of commisera
tion and offers of assistance. Now let us con
trast this conduct with that of the sufferers 
and others. It was really interesting to hear 
their observations. I recollect passing through 
the crowd surrounding the Tabernacle on 
Wednesday and hearing the remarks of some 
females who were talking earnestly of the 
affair. In reply to the observations of some
one a woman declared aloud the blessings she 
had got by temperance, and she would not 
only attend the meetings when the chapel 
was rebuilt, but would take all her family 
also. Another female declared the same, and 
their feelings appeared enthusiastic in the 
cause. I have met with many similar ob-

VoL. I . 

servations in the course of my professional 
rounds. 

"But what say the sufferers? 'Better,' 
says one, 'have been at that meeting than 
drinking and cursing at a public-house.' I 
attended one female yesterday morning, who 
bad received severe internal injuries, for 
which I had to bleed her until fainting was 
induced. Two females in the room who were 
looking on were speaking of the blessings 
temperance had conferred upon them, and 
declaring that although they were hurt also, 
they would attend meetings and show love to 
the cause. The fainting patient was just re
covering, and had scarcely strength to speak, 
her eyes almost closed, yet in a half audible 
voice she said, 'And I would go too, this night 
if I were able.' From her house I visited 
another of my patients, and had to bleed her 
also. During the operation she was engaged, 
although weak and in great pain, in telling 
me how she had been defending temperance 
against the attacks of one of her visitors. In 
fact I might detain you an evening in detail
ing the observations of these heroic women. 
Several females, besides those alluded to, re
quired the same operation performed, and all 
of them exhibited the same patience in afflic
tion, the same love to the temperance cause, 
and thankfulness that they had escaped with 
their lives." 

On the day of the funeral of the victims, 
January 2lst, 1836, about a thousand tee
totallers joined in the procession, although it 
was a wet, slushy day, and the money received 
by the teetotallers and their friends rendered 
help to the injured, met the cost of the funeral 
expenses, and restored the injured fabric. 

Amongst the visitors was the secretary of 
the British and Foreign Temperance (i.e. 
Moderation) Society, who went with Dr. 
Grindrod from house to house, and talked 
with the sufferers at length. He also attended 
one or more of the teetotal meetings, and 
signed the pledge. Another visitor was the 
Rev. Edward Stanley, rector of Alderley
soon afterwards bishop of Norwich-who was 
deeply affected, even to tears, by the recitals 
of the sufferers. At a meeting he attended 
at Macclesfield some time afterwards, he stated 
that one of the females severely hurt said: 
"Sir, if I knew I should suffer ten times as 
much, I could endure it all for the great 
benefits I have received from the temperance 
cause." 

10 
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The Tabernacle was thoroughly restored, 
and in August, 1836, the festival of the Old
ham Road Temperance Society was held, 
when 400 pe'rsons sat down to tea, and great 
numbers could not find admittance to the 
after-meeting, which was so crowded that the 
people surrounded the doors and windows 
anxious for admission. There were no fears 
of a second accident (Stm· of Ternperance, 1836; 
Manchester Times, 1836). 

On Christmas - day, 1835, Dr. Grindrod 
gave a lecture to a crowded audience in the 
Exchange Rooms, Manchester, on the "Nature 
~nd Properties of Alcohol." The plan he 
adopted was to exhibit specimens of the com
ponent parts of various drinks, produced by 
means of a still, flasks, and lamps, which had 
been manufactured for the purpose, and were 
of remarkable beauty. The report in the Star 
of Temperance (1836, p. 15) observed:-" At 
the close of the lecture he burnt the spirit 
obtained from a variety of drinks in ordinary 
use. The effect produced was considerable." 
In this way half a dozen or more vessels were 
set on fire, showing the audience that each 
and all contained the same ingredient-alcohol. 
This was denominated "blue blazes," and had 
a powerful effect, and led many to become 
total abstainers. 

The same lecture was afterwards delivered 
to a crowded audience in Grosvenor Street, 
Piccadilly, Manchester. 

The following is a verbatim et lite1·atim 
copy of a letter sent to the Rev. Mr. Beard
sall by a reformed drunkard, and published in 
the Sta1· of Temperance:-

" Revrent Sir,-I am a right down stiff totolar, 
and I wants Hevery boody hels to be so. Some 
folks calls tothers fools, but I noes wose bigest 
foos, and so dus my wife, for we both feels blessing 
of totalism. If it is a greeable to you, ile tell you 
something of my goings on affore I entrd your 
total society. Yon must know that I begun to be 
a drunkard when I was just turned :fifteen year 
oud . Ide allways a notion for fiddle, and I yeust 
to fiddle for ale. W one time some chaps toud me 
as fiddlers got more in london; so of I sit, and I 
nober gotten to bullock smithy when I meets with 
some fellows as axt me to fiddle for them in the 
alehouse, so I goes in-so I did not want axin 
twice. 'Veil, after wede :fiddled, and danced, and 
drunked for a long time, we began a fating and 
kicking up a row, and they sent th' bridge of fiddle 
into bally; so that stopped my :fidclling, and I come 
back again, and I found my wife and children in 
the workhouse, and runers on the look out for me. 

So I thought it was no use shaming Isac, so I went 
and gen myself up to the beaks for a month on 
J acup. N aw, I want any mon to judge for unself 
wither there is not undreds in this ere town that 
are inth same misfortune is I were six months 
since. And now Measter Beardsall, tho I only 
been three mont a tetotoler, I've got a comfortable 
room, a eaight days clock in it, and wi are welly as 
comfortable as are measter, tho we annot so many 
carpets yet; nerly all up stars is carpeted except 
underth beds, an I've got several suits of clothes, 
and three as pretty childer wot goes to infant 
school in ashley lane. So I av no more to say. If 
you are pleased with this ile send you more ticlers 
how I am getting on like. I am your servant at 
command, W. J." 

The great apostle of the Gentiles tells us 
that "if any provide not for his own, and 
specially for those of his own house, he . . . 
is worse than an infidel," and the natural in
stinct of the wildest animals, the most raven
ous birds, and the tiniest insects leads them 
to adopt expedients for the due preservation, 
sustentation, and comfort of their young. So 
man, possessed with reason and reflection far 
beyond the highest and wisest of earth's crea
tures, has to resort to expedients for providing 
not only food, clothing, shelter, and mental 
culture, but for contingencies and calamities 
that occur in tJie lives of all-for sickness, 
accident, adversity, and death-hence the 
establishment of sick and burial clubs, insur
ance and provident societies, savings-banks, 
&c. Some few men are fortunate enough to 
escape accident, and be free from lingering 
illness or serious bodily affliction; but they 
are the exception-few indeed--and even 
these favoured few have no guarantee that 
they will always be so fortunate. "Man 
is born into trouble," and death is the common 
lot of all men. "It is appointed unto men 
once to die." Therefore, sooner or later, all 
must droop and die, or be suddenly cut off in 
the bloom of health and vigour, and as soon as 
life departs as tenderly and reverently as pos
sible, we return to the earth the dust that came 
therefrom, and cherish with fond remem
brance all the virtues and excellencies of the 
dear departed, casting a veil of charity over 
their weaknesses and frailties, and ever after
wards esteeming the spot where their earthly 
remains were laid as hallowed ground. In 
order to conform (more or less according to 
choice) to the customs of society, and to meet 
the special requirements of the case, or in 
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some measure to help the survivors in their 
grief and bereavement, funds must be pro
vided; therefore, in the case of those whose 
means are limited, there is an absolute necessity 
for making some wise provision in the time of 
health and strength, for accident, sickness, 
and death. To accomplish this laudable and 
desirable object we have in our midst various 
societies of a provident character, known as 
friendly societies, burial clubs, and insurance 
societies. It is not our province to enter 
into any details respecting these societies, or 
attempt to set forth the special or peculiar 
advantages of any of them, nor shall we at
tempt to make invidious comparisons. Our 
object is to point out the evils arising from 
their connection with the drinking customs 
of society on the one hand, and the ad van
tages of being conducted on temperance prin
ciples on the other. The history (and mys
tery) of friendly societies is of itself an 
interesting study, and with all their defects, 
take them as a whole, and more especially 
considering the grand object contemplated, 
they are a credit to the heads and hearts of 
the working-classes of this 'country, and some 
of them prove to a demonstration that the 
sober working-classes are peculiarly gifted 
with qualifications enabling them to manage 
vast and intricate machinery for the working 
out of such great and wonderfully-successful 
societies a some of our modern benefit socie
ties have become. 

But the friends and advocates of teetotaJism 
were not long in perceiving that one great 
hindrance to the spread of their principles, 
and even to the success of benefit societies, 
was their close and intimate connection with 
the public-house and the drink sold therein. 
There are, however, several ways of ac
counting for this unhappy connection: (1) The 
positive difficulty experienced in finding suit
able rooms in which the meetings of friendly 
societies could be held, apart from the public
house; (2) the peculiarly jealous eye that the 
law cast upon these societies for some time 
after their formation, they being looked upon 
as nothing more or less than secret political 
agencies; and therefore school-rooms and other 
places were closed against them. Much has 
been done of late yeR.rs to remove these foolish 
prejudices by admitting gentlemen of social 
position and influence as honorary members, 
.and thus enabling them to see and judge for 
themselves as to the nature and objects of such 

societies. (3) The publican was not slow to 
perceive that by lending his countenance and 
support to the village club he would be able to 
make it subservient to his own interests, or, in 
other words, if he became a member, or, as was 
often the case, got up a sick and burial club 
himself through the medium of one or two of 
bis well-known customers, he would be able 
to secure its meetings at his house; and if he 
allowed them the use of a room for an hour or 
two per week free of charge, it would bring 
grist to his n:iill; for he was shrewd enough to 
know that working men could not sit and do 
business together in a public-house without 
soon getting the idea that they were thirsty 
and must have something to drink. Until 
the late registrar, Mr. John Tidd Pratt, inter
fered, the rules of most clubs made a special 
provision for a certain proportion of the 
funds to be spent in drink for the good of 
the house in lieu of rent, but now it is pre
sumed that a specific sum is paid for rent, 
and the drink is paid for by each individual 
member out of his own private funds. Thus 
it will be seen that, in any case, it paid the 
landlord. He often also appealed directly to 
the vanity of the members of the club by 
calling his house "The Odd Fellows' Arms," 
"The Druids' Home," "The Gardeners' Rest," 
or the "Foresters' Court House," as the case 
might be, and as a matter of course there 
must be jollifications over the naming of 
the house, at the opening of the club or lodge, 
the anniversary dinners, &c., all tendiug to 
the consumption of drink and its conse
quences. 

The early teetotallers soon found out that 
these public-house clubs were frustrating their 
efforts, and that members of the temper
ance society were falling again into habits of 
intemperance through attending the friendly 
society meetings, for here temptations were 
put in the way which only a few men could 
successfully withstand. On these grounds, 
therefore, some of the friends of temperance 
began to·consider the advisability of attempt
ing to provide a special society for their own 
members. They had not the experience that 
we now have, nor could they produce statistics 
to prove that total abstinence from intoxicating 
liquors is conducive to health and advan
tageous in a monetary point of view; but they 
were shrewd enough to imagine that the 
amount of money spent in drink for the good 
of the house would more than pay the rent of 
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a good room, and leave a considerable balance 
for more legitimate purposes; besides, keeping 
the members from the drink they would be 
better able to transact the business of the 
society. On investigation it was found that 
many of the accidents that occasioned so great 
a drain upon the funds of the society were 
caused, directly or indirectly, by· the drink 
consumed in these public-house clubs, and 
thus the society was seldom able to accumu
late any large fund for funerals, &c. And 
further, the fact that a portion of the contri
butions paid by the members was regularly 
spent in drink was seen to be a source of 
annoyance and perplexity to even the most 
unsophisticated teetotallers who gave the mat
ter any serious thought; for were they not 
(indirectly, if not directly) countenancing and 
supporting the causes and practices of intem
perance in direct opposition to the words of 
the tern perance pledge? 

As already intimated, the committee of the 
Manchester and Salford Temperance Society, 
in their programme for 1835, suggested the 
formation of temperance friendly societies. 
As early as November, 1831, "A Member of 
a Temperance Society" wrote to the .Jforal 
Rejorrner (18:31, p. 349), suggesting the re
moval of clubs and benefit societies to school
rooms, &c., and in ,June, 1832 (p. 191), another 
suggested the building of balls for benefit 
societies, &c. 

In the summer of 1835 the friends of tem
perance in Manchester and Salford directed 
their attention to this subject, and, after mature 
consideration, a code of rules was drawn up, 
and a society established upon temperance 
principles, entitled "The Independent Order 
of Rechabites," which was instituted at Sal
ford, August 25th, 1835. 

In January, 1 36, the following letter ap
peared in the Preston Ternperance Advocate:-

"Sir,-I am directed to inform you that a secret 
order, on the principles of abstinence from all 
intoxicating liquors, is established at Mr. Meadow
croft's Temperance Hotel, Bolton Street, Salford, 
for the purpose of rnising a sick and burial fund. 
The society is called 'The Independent Order of 
Rechabites' (see Jeremiah xxxv.), and though 
they have only met a few times, they have upwards 
of one hundred members. The executive council 
of the order are about to open another society in 
Salford and one in Manchester, and they intend, 
as soon as the general laws of the order aM 
printed, to visit the surrounding towns to explain 

the nature of the institution, for the purpose of 
opening other societies (meaning tents or local 
branches) in connection with the one established 
in Salford, and they flatter themselves that the 
order will in a short time be extended throughout 
the United Kingdom. The executive council in
tend to forward you a copy of the general laws as 
soon as possible.-! am, sir, yours, &c. 

"JOSEPH THOJIIPSO ' · 

"December 5th, 1835." 

Tents, or branches, were opened in Salford, 
Manchester, Warrington, Liverpool, Bolton, 
and other towns throughout the country, and 
the order soon became a valuable auxiliary 
to the temperance reformation. It removed a 
serious impediment out of the way,and enabled 
the prudent teetotallers to make due provision 
for sickness, death, &c., without being ex
posed to the snares and temptations connected 
with public-house clubs. Some temperance 
societies had their own temperance sick and 
burial clubs on the tontine principle, and the 
experience of these and other institutions on 
the same lines have proved to a demon tra
tion that teetotalism is conducive to health 
and long life, and that those who are wise and 
prudent will not identify themselves with 
societies which act as feeders to the liquor 
traffic. The subsequent history of the order 
of Rechabites will be given at a later stage, 
with statistical statements, &c. 

Early in 1 36 some of the mo t active 
friends of the cause in Liverpool began to 
press for an amalgamation of the societies, 
and the total abandonment of the old mo<lera
tion pledge. They desired to see the interest 
centred in one large and general organization, 
to be denominated "The Liverpool Total 
Abstinence Society." The :first decisive step 
was taken by the members of the " Philan
thropic Society of Total Abstainers," otherwise 
David Jones's Society, who, on the 2lst of 
February, 1836, marched in a body from their 
place of meeting to join and unite with the 
Pleasant Street Society. Mr. J oho Cropper, 
presided over the meeting, and David Jones 
and others were the speakers, when 53 per
sons signed the pledge. Arrangements were 
made for a still further extension, and on 
April 8th, 1836, a meeting was held in the 
Music Hall, Bold Street, under the presidency 
of Mr. George Hesketh, of Manchester. After 
addresses from Mr. Brownbill (of Manchester), 
Messrs. John Finch, Thomas Gleave, William 
Carter, Robert Kelly, and others, a series of 
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resolutions were passed, and a society formed 
under the title of tbe Liverpool Total Absti
nence Society, and 113 members were e;:irolled. 
A meeting of the members was held in the 
Primitive Methodist Preachiug Room, Mount 
Pleasant, on the llth of April_, when the 
officers were elected, and 44 names added to 
the roll. The following are copies of the 
resolutions passed at these meetings. 

1. Tha.t this meeting, believing the pledge 
of total abstinence from all intoxicating 
drinks is the only correct principle on which 
a temperance society can be based, resolves
That a society be now formed, to be called 
the Liverpool Temperance Society, on the 
principle of total abstinence from all that can 
intoxicate. 

2. That the following be the form of pledge: 
"I do hereby voluntarily promise to abstain 
from all intoxicating drinks, such as rum, 
brandy, gin, whisky, ale, porter, wine, cider, 
and spirit cordials, except used medicinally, 
or in religious ordinances, and to discounten
ance the causes and practices of intemperance." 

3. That the affairs of the society be managed 
by a president, secretary, and a committee. 

4. That the committee con ist of the officers 
and thirteen persons elected from amongst 
the members of the society. The officers to 
remain in office six months; the secretary 
being subject to re-election; one-third of the 
remaining portion of the committee to retire 
quarterly, the senior members in office to 
retire in succession. 

5. That the following persons be the officers 
and committee for the ensuing year: Dennis 
Sullivan, president; J.C. Robinson, secretary; 
W. Lockhart, vice- president; W. Carter, 
treasurer; John Carter, John Holden, James 
Law, Michael Sullivan, John Harrison, Wil
liam Turton, John Jones, William Tomlinson, 
John Glenning , Richard Garner, Henry 
Graham, Thomas P arkes, and D. Roberts. 

6. That the committee meet weekly, five 
of whom to form a quorum, and there be a 
general meeting of the members held once in 
three months, on the first Monday in the 
month, for the purpose of transacting the 
general business of the society. 

7. That the town shall be divided into dis
tricts, and visitors appointed to each, for the 
purpose of visiting the members and reporting 
delinquencies to the secretary, who shall erase 
from the registry book all such as are deemed 
unworthy by the committee. 

8. That in the publications and meetings of 
this society all sectarian opinions in religion 
or politics be strictly avoided. (Liverpool 
Mercu1·y, April l 7th, 1836; Sta1· of 'l'emper
ance, Manchester, April 30th, 1836.) 

It will be observed that this constitution 
was broad, unsectarian, non-political, and 
eminently ·practicable, giving all who bad a 
"mind to work" something to do. With a 
prospect of official position and honours, the 
term of office being short, and the retiring 
official not being eligible for immediate re
election, the committee received a continuous 
influx of new blood. The reason for the eighth 
resolution is given in a few words in the 
.J{ercU1:1J of March 8, 1836: "A correspondent 
complains that the meetings in Pleasant Street 
were occupied by theology rather than tem
perance." 

The new society engaged the room of the 
Primitive Methodists in Mount Pleasant for 
a weekly meeting, also a chapel in Brick Street, 
and another room in Burroughs Gardens, 
Bevington Hill, and proposed to secure others 
so a to have meetings for every night of the 
week. Shortly afterwa.rds they commenced 
meetings on Thursday evenings in the school
room, Mann Street, and on Friday in Roe 
Street, also out-door meetings on Sunday 
mornings in various parts of the town, and 
camp-meetings on Sunday afternoons, in addi
tion to cottage-meeting during the week, so 
that they reached almost all classes of people, 
and kept the fire continually burning; hence 
the remarkable success that attended their 
efforts. 

The open-air meetings were commenced by 
a seven o'clock Sunday morning meeting in 
Pownall Square (off Vauxha.11 Road) by Mr. 
John Carter and Mr. Robert Kelly, and were 
afterwards continued by the committee of 
the Liverpool Total Abstinence Society. 

Mr. Carter next directed his attention to 
the south end of the town, and commenced 
open-air meetings at the weigh-machine oppo
site Saint J ames's Market, Great George Place, 
and this, also, became a regular meeting-place. 
At one of these open-air meetings Mr. Carter 
had a narrow escape, being assailed by a 
drunken rowdy, who threw a large brickbat 
at his head. Fortunately it simply grazed 
his head and face, or the consequences might 
have been fatal. One of the fellow's com
panions was so exasperated at this dastardly 
conduct that he took the law into his own 
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hands, and deliberately administered a sound 
thrashing to the rascal who dared to attempt 
to injure a man trying to do good to his fellow
men, as they all felt Mr. Carter was actuated 
by the purest and best motives. From this 
time the teetotallers were free from moles
tation. 

By these and other means teetotalism spread 
to such an extent that the friends determined 
to hold a six days' festival, which commenced 
on Monday, July 4th, 1836, with a large public 
meeting. On Wednesday the members assem
bled in Lime Street, near the Old Infirmary, 
and also at the Rev. Robert Aitkin's preaching 
room, and formed a procession, which moved 
from Queen Square at one o'clock in the fol
lowing order:-

The Youths' Society, with various banners; 
the Warrington Teetotal Band, which, from 
the superiority of the music, did very great 
credit to teetotalism. Then followed the gentle
men of the town and neighbourhood, among 
whom were Messrs. John Cropper, junr., W. 
Kay, T. Sands, J . S. Spence, George Miller, 
T. B. Hayward, Rev. Francis Beardsall of 
Manchester, Rev. J. Hawkes of Nantwich, 
Rev. Mr. Aikens of Prescot, Rev. Joseph 
Barker of Chester, Mr. William Pollard (Man
chester), Mr. R. Holker (Oldham), and others. 
These were followed by the committee of 
management, then the members, three abreast. 
After these came another branch of the society, 
preceded by a band and headed by Messrs. 
John Finch, Cowper, Mutched, Cole, and other 
gentlemen, afterwards the members. Then fol
lowed the Club of Rechabites in uniform, with 
badges and wands. A great variety of banners, 
bearing various devices and mottoes, waved in 
the air, and the whole procession assumed one 
of the most interesting and imposing sights 
which the inhabitants of Liverpool ever wit
nessed. 

After the procession the friends assembled 
in a long room in Lord Nelson Street, kindly 
lent for the occasion by the Liverpool and 
Manchester Railway Company, through the 
influence of Mr. John Cropper, junr. De
scribing the scene, the Preston Temperance 
Advocate for September, 1836, remarked:-

" The great room where tea was provided 
was fitted up in a style of elegance surpassing 
anything we could have imagined. The plat
form and the orchestra for the band were 
most tastefully decorated, and did great credit 
to the conception of Mr. Metcalf, upholsterer, 

London Road. The beams and walls of the 
building were richly ornamented with ever
greens n.nd appropriate mottoes. The tables 
were laid out with tea equipages, interspersed 
with flower-pots filled with roses, &c. These, 
with the evergreens, were given by our bighly
esteemed friends, John Cropper, junr., Esq., 
and James Spence, Esq. The tables were 
arranged by Mesdames Jones, Stanley, Booth, 
and fifty other ladies, who presided at the tea 
tables in a most praiseworthy manner. When 
the parties sat down, in number about 2500, a 
most imposing sight presented itself. Wealth, 
beauty, and intelligence were present; and a 
great number of reformed characters, respec
tably clad, with their smiling partners by their 
side, added no little interest to the scene, which 
was beyond the power of language to describe. 

"The room being cleared for the public meet
ing, and the crowd being so great, it was soon 
found impossible for all to hear, so it was ar
ranged to divide the assembly into three parts, 
with chairman and speaker for each. John 
Cropper, Esq., the original chairman, took the 
central division, aud two vice-chairmen were 
appointed for meetings held at each end of the 
room. Thus three meetings were held in the 
one room at the same time. 

"At one time during the course of this triple 
meeting it was observed that an Englishman, 
a Welshman, and a Scotch man, were addressing 
the meeting at the same moment. Once or 
twice a little interruption took place, but it 
was merely the effect of sympathy and good 
feeling. The cheering in one part of the room 
was extraordinary; it seemed to electrify the 
assembly, and, as if all bad received the shock, 
they united in giving utterance to their un
bounded joy. 

"On Thursday and Fridfl.y meetings were 
held in the Music Hall, Bold Street, addressed 
by the Rev. F. Beardsall, William Pollard, and 
others, Mr. W. Kay presiding. On Saturday 
evening the meeting was held in the large 
room belonging to the railway company, and 
brought the proceedings to a happy termina
tion. During this week's festival 500 persons 
were added to the ranks of the total abstainers." 

JOHN CARTER, the founder of the Liverpool 
open-air mission in 1836, was a hairdresser, 
and by temperance, industry, and frugality 
was enabled to save sufficient to maintain 
him in comparative comfort in his old age, 
and to live in bis own house, which bears an 
inscription on the front denoting the principles 
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of its builder and owner-" Temperance Cot
tage,'' 1 Priory Terrace, Everton; the next one, 
"Livesey Cottage," being his also. 

Up to the allotted ytars of man-threescore 
and ten - John Carter was an inveterate 
smoker, but he then abandoned the habit 
from a firm conviction that it was his duty as 
a Christian and temperance reformer so to do, 
and instead of suffering thereby he seemed to 
have secured a new lease of life, and in his 
seventy-sixth year celebrated his temperance 
jubilee, and delivered an address, with much 
of the vigour and animation of his early man
hood. Mr. Carter was born in 1810, and looks 
likely to become a centenarian. 

At the time the temperance reformation 
was making a move in Liverpool, and efforts 
were made to secure the sympathy and aid of 
all who were likely to have any influence upon 
the people, there was a prominent man about 
the docks, known as GEORGE N oscoE, the 
"Norwegian Sailor." He had been a wild, 
drunken character, but coming under the in
fluence of religion had become a truly useful 
Christian man. He had been frequently asked 
to join the temperance society, but declined, 
because he considered himself betterthan many 
of the members of such societies, some of whom 
he had often seen staggering about under the 
influence of beer, &c., allowed by their pledge. 

The temperance societies permitted ale, 
porter, and wine in moderation, but to many 
"moderation" had a very elastic signification. 
In August, 1835, George was invited to a total 
abstinence meeting, over which Mr. Cropper 
presided, and there he heard with wonder the 
experiences of reformed drunkards, the dis
tresses from which they had escaped, and the 
comfortable circumstances which they had 
attained. He resolved to try total abstinence, 
at least until the next fortnightly meeting. 
His health was improved, his mind better pre
pared for his duties, and he enjoyed them 
more; and he now saw clearly that it was a sin 
to take what he could do without. At this 
period it was customary to allow persons to 
sign the pledge for a specified time-a month, 
or a year or so; but George was prompt and 
thorough, therefore he signed for life. He 
immediately discovered that he had gained a 
greater influence over the victims of drink 
than when he was a mere theoretical temper
ance reformer. 

He became a temperance or teetotal advo
cate as well as a preacher, aud occasionally 

was sent into the country to recommend total 
abstinence and to preach-two things which, 
with George Noscoe, always went together. 
But the principal scenes of his labours were 
the Liverpool dock quays, where he was always 
at home. Often, choosing a favourable time 
and place, be would stand up, begin a hymn, 
and gather a sailor crowd, and then, with his 
foreign accent and homely language, he would 
reason of righteousness, temperance, and judg
ment to come. He was not anxious for contro
versy, but had great tact in meeting objectors. 
On one occasion a gentleman told him that be 
had no right to preach. George answered by 
a parable coming very naturally from his lips. 
"Suppose, sir, that you had two ships standing 
for this port in a gale of wind with no pilots on 
board. The first is bailed by a fishing-boat 
and advised to stand off. The captain, too 
proud to take ad vice from such a quarter, keeps 
his course, gets aground, and is lost. The 
second takes the advice, follows the poor man 
into Jeep water, gets a pilot, and reaches the 
port safe. Which did best 7 I pretend to be 
nothing but that fishing-boat; I have been 
among the breakers; I know the shoal ; I can 
warn my fellow-sinners to stand off; and when 
they find themselves safe let them choose a 
pilot according to their pleasure." 

George N oscoe died of cholera during tbe 
visitation of 1849. The day previous (August 
lst) he had addressed the sailors on board the 
Floating Chapel, King's Dock, upon the solem
nity of the time and upon preparation for 
death. On the second Sunday evening follow
ing the ship was crowded while the chaplain 
preached the funeral sermon from the words, 
"The dead which die in the Lord" (Liverpool 
Mercury, March, 1887). 

One of the first and truest friends of the 
movement in Liverpool was the late Mr. 
LAWRENCE HEYWORTH, who was a zealous 
worker, a liberal supporter, and a faithful ad
vocate of true temperance principles. He was 
for many years a vice-president of the British 
Temperance League, and of the United King
dom Alliance, &c. &c. The thirty-eighth an
nual report of the League, speaking of his 
demise, says: "Few are called to occupy so 
prominent a position as Mr. Heyworth did, 
and none ever did so with a firmer determina
tion to do right. With him it was the voice 
of conscience, not custom, that guided his 
actions. To the close of a long life of eighty
six years he refused, even as a medicine, to take 
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these body and soul destroying drinks." Mr. 
Heyworth departed this life on the 19th of 
April, 1872, at the age of eighty-six years, 
and his remains were followed to the grave 
by a large number of those who had long 
followed his lead in the great temperance 
reformation. The coffin was borne by Messrs. 
Henry Porter, J obn Goldie, J. W. Harrison, 
William Robertson, W. L. Stephenson, Thomas 
Flemming, Benjamin Hunt, and Samuel Ed
wards, all members of the Liverpool Temper
ance Union. The pall-bearers also were mem
bers of the Union, each of whom had been 
total abstainers for twenty-five years or more, 
the average being thirty-five years of tota.l 
abstinence. Their names, ages, &c., were as 
follows:-

Dr. John Burrows, aged 72 yrs., 36 yrs. an abstainer. 
Mr. John Stubbs, ,, 67 ,, 25 
, , Joseph Thomas, , , 53 , , 37 
,, Samuel Quilliam, ,, 62 ,, 37 
,, John Taylor, ,, 74 ,, 36 
,, John Carter, 63 ,, 37 
,, Thomas Ollis, ,, 72 ,, 36 
,, John Corf, 68 36 

Dr. JORN BURROWS, one of the pall-bearers 
at the funeral of Mr. Heyworth, continued to 
take an interest in the various phases of the 
temperance movement to the last, and died at 
Liverpool, July, 1882, at the age of eighty
three years. 

On the lOth June, 1836, the Warrington 
teetotallers held a demonstration as a counter 
attraction to the Newton Races. The proceed
ings included a procession through the streets, 
headed by the splendid brass band of the 
society, after which a tea-party was held, when 
about 400 persons sat down to tea. 'f~e public 
meeting was presided over by Mr. Robert 
Guest White, president of the British Temper
ance Association, and addressed by Henry 
Anderton, Mr. J. Holt, and Mr. William Pol
lard, of Manchester. By this time Mr. Peter 
Phillips, the apostle of the Independent Metho
dists, having been fully convinc-ed, by the 
experience of the Warrington reformed drunk
ards, that his fears about men being able to 
survive the shock to the system by total and 
immediate abstinence from beer, &c., were alto
gether groundless, and that it was his duty to 
identify himself with the movement, be and 
the whole of his amia.ble and gifted family 
joined the society, and warmly devoted them
selves to the furtherance of the cause. They 
were skilful musicians, and on one occasion 

they electrified their friend Henry Anderton 
by unexpectedly treating him to his own" Pins 
a Piece," set to music. "Till this time," said 
Mr. Anderton, " I had no idea, or ever fully 
comprehended, that humour and pathos be
longed to musical sounds." 

We are told that Anderton's relatives were 
opposed to his going out so far from home 
on temperance work, because his business 
as a saddler suffered thereby, so they tried 
all they could to prevent him, even going so 
far as to hide his clothes, and upon this occa
sion Anderton had to leave home in a pair 
of boots not at all suitable for travelling 
on foot from Preston to Warrington, some 
thirty-five miles ; but be was determined to 
keep his appointment, and on arriving at 
Warrington his shoes had given wa.y, and he 
presented a somewhat dilapidated appearance. 
But as Messrs. Thomas Gandy, Richard and 
William Mee, and others, were practical shoe
makers and warm friends of the poet's, there 
was little difficulty in remedying this defect, 
and their esteemed friend wa8 made all right 
in this respect before the meeting commenced. 
"Next to the Cockpit at Preston," says Mr. E. 
Grubb in his Jfemoit- of A nderton (p. 22), 
"the old Friar's Green Chapel in Warrington 
deserves to be a sociated with his (Henry 
Anderton's) name as one of the places where 
·he displayed that mighty eloquence that 
touched all hearts and filled every eye." 
To friends in Warrington many of Ander
ton's poetic effusions were addres eel, and 
some of them were cherished by their holders 
as precious treasures years after bis death. 

Mr. John Monks, secretary to the Warring
ton Total Abstinence Society, writing to the 
P1·eston T emperance Advocate, July 5th, says: 
"We are const ntly receiving accessions to 
our numbers. We have lately had several 
of the most notorious drunken characters 
added to our list, and they are to this hour 
consistent abstainers, and likely to remain so. 
One of them (Francis Webster) is an inde
fatigable, zealous, and really clever advocate. 
He is to be crowned king of the reformed 
drunkards, an honour to which he is eminently 
entitled. Out-door meetings are held every 
Sunday, sometimes as many as three at a 
time, in different parts of the town. We thus 
'compel them to come in.'" 

After making comments upon this kind of 
work, Mr. Monks concludes thus: 

"The members of this society have entered 
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mto a subscription to employ an agent (Mr. 
J. Holt) to visit the various societies we have 
been instrumental in forming in Lar:cashire 
and Cheshire particularly, and to advocate 
teetotalism and establish societies wherever 
practicable. On the whole, our society never 
was so prosperous as at present" (P1·eston 
Temperance Advocate, 1836, p. 62). 

This conclusively proves that the Warring
ton society was a working missionary society, 
and that it did good service in other parts of 
the country. 

Amongst the places missioned by the War
rington teetotallers was Leigh, Lancashire, 
where a family of the name of Okell took up 
the question most heartily. 

GEORGE 0KELL was known far and wide as 
the "Rector o' th' Obelisk," a monument in 
Leigh Market, where from 1834 he had held 
his temperance meetings, the steps of the 
obelisk being his platform. In temperance 
processions George always carried a large 
well-polished axe as an indication of his par
ticular calling, a wood-cutter, ready and will
ing to lay the axe to the root of the upas-tree 
of intemperance. He was an earnest, labori
ous worker, and warmly attached to the early 
advocates of the cause residing in Warrington 
and district. He had a special desire to depart 
this life on his seventy-sixth birthday, and 
died as he wished, on the lOth of March, 1885, 
just after completing his seventy-fifth year. 

The teetotal movement found earnest friends 
at Bacup in DR. J. H. WoRRALL and Thomas 
Aitken, who were co-workers together in con
nection with the public affairs of the town, 
and in works of charity, benevolence, and 
philanthropy. Dr. Worrall died in January, 
1889. 

MR. THOMAS AITKEN was a member of the 
Local Board, and when the town was incor
porated was elected a member of the Town 
Council, and in 1869 was appointed a magis
strate. He was an earnest student of nature, 
and bad an extensive reputation as a botanist. 
He was president of the Natural History 
Society of Bacup for many years, and as a 
teetotaller of many years' standing rendered 
valuable service to the cause in Bacup and 
elsewhere. He was a subscriber to the British 
Temperance League and other organizations. 
He died in January, 1890, in his seventy
second year. 

In March, 1836, a public discussion took 
place in the Manor Court Room, Brown Street, 

Manchester. The meeting was convened by 
the advocates of drink, who announced the 
objects as that of "discussing the merits and 
demerits of teetotalism." It created great ex
citement, the room being densely crowded 
with a tumultuous audience, some of whom did 
serious damage to the doors and windows. 
Two chairmen were appointed, one to repre
sent the moderate drinkers, and one the tee
totallers. Fifteen minutes was the time allowed 
to each speaker, and eight or more took part 
in the debate. The teetotal advocates were 
Mr. Ralph Barnes Grindrod, surgeon; Mr. 
William Pollard, tailor and draper, temper
ance agent, &c.; and Messrs. Robinson, Booth, 
and Rigby. 

At the conclusion of the debate, Dr. Grind
rod proposed a resolution "expressive of the 
opinion of the meeting as to the principles of 
teetotalism, and their being most adapted to 
further the cause of temperance and to ad
vance the happiness of mankind." 

A contrary resolution was proposed and put 
to the meeting, but the motion in favour of 
teetotalism was carried by an overwhelming 
show of hands, and with tremendous applause. 
Not more than fifty hand were held up in 
favour of moderation. " The moderation men 
appeared completely disappointed aud dis
mayed at the result of the meeting" (Star of 
Tem.perance, March 26th, 1836, pp. 96-98). 

In giving a summary report of the proceed
ings, the Rev. F. Beardsall, one of the editors 
of the Star, says: "Mr. Grindrod gave his 
medical opinion as to the inconsistency of the 
moderation scheme. He said that where he 
attended one drunkard, ten moderation men 
applied to him for professional assistance. It 
was a false notion, although a prevalent one, 
that persons must indulge freely iu intoxicat
ing liquors to produce disorder of the system. 
The experieuce of other medical men would, 
he was convinced, tend to the same point. 
There was no action of the human system to 
which alcohol, in any quantity, would be 
beneficial, provided persons making the ex
periment were in a good state of health. Other
wise its use was directly medicinal. Mr. Grind
rod then appealed to the audience as to whether 
many of those present had not experienced 
much benefit in consequence of adopting the 
principles of total abstinence. Were they not 
better clothed and fed? Had not many of 
them peace of mind, where before they were 
wretched and miserable? Happy families, 
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where penury and distress had previously 
existed? Health of body, where formerly 
they were diseased? To these questions the 
most enthusiastic and affecting responses were 
given. Hundreds shouted in the affirmative, 
their faces depicting eagerness in behalf of, 
and gratitude to, a cause which had done them 
so much good" (Sta1· of Temperance, 1836, p. 
98). 

One of the early friends and supporters of 
the cause in Manchester, MR.JOSEPH NETTLE
•ro , was for years vice-chairmen of the Man
chester and Salford Temperance Union, and 
at the time of his death was the oldest mem
ber of the executive. He was an earnest, 
faithful friend of the cause, and died, April 
14th, 1888, aged seventy-three years. 

Alderman GEORGE BooTH, of Manchester, 
was an ardent total abstainer of long standing, 
and took a deep interest in the movement. 
He was no mean poet and a thorough pro
hibitionist, being one of the executive of the 
United Kingdom Alliance, and a supporter 
of kindred movements. He died on the 2d of 
July, 1886, at the age of eighty years. 

JAMES CHEETHAM, of Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
was another of the Manchester veterans, who 
for over forty years was an earnest, acting 
working teetotalle~. Died May 3d, 1886, aged 
eighty years. 

At a meeting held in Peter Street, Man
chester, about the year 1840, a number of 
working men went specially to create a dis
turbance. Amongst them was a man named 

JAMES LEACH, who was so attracted by the 
plain homely address of a working man whom 
he knew, that he went forward and signed the 
pledge, remaining true thereto to the end of 
his days. For twenty .years he was constantly 
engaged, after his day's toil was over, almost 
every night, advocating the claims of the tem
perance reformation in Manchester and vici
nity. He was al ways acceptable, and his 
simple experience told wherever he went. 
He addressed a large meeting on the evening 
of the 19th October, 1858, and died suddenly 
at bis work on the following afternoon. "Such 
was the respect in which he was held that it 
was determined to give him a public funeral, 
and about 1000 persons followed, while the 
whole route to the cemetery, a distance of 
about four miles, was crowded with spectators, 
the numbers of which were estimated a.t from 
60,000 to 70,000 persons." 

THOMAS N ORCLIFFE was for more than a 
quarter of a century a well-known temper
ance advocate in Manchester, speaking almost 
nightly. He filled at different times the office 
of secretary of the Advocates' Society, of sev
eral local societies, of the Salford Temperance 
Hall, &c. The day previous to his death he 
attended a meeting of the mission board, and 
was advertised to address a temperance meet
ing on the following evening, bnt died sud
denly within the precincts of the Manchester 
Borough Court, where he had been transacting 
some business, in the month of November 
1859. 
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Although Bradford (Yorkshire) was the 
first town in England to adopt the modera
tion scheme, and organize the first tern per
ance society, the society was slow to adopt 
the more advanced principle. It did much 
through its advocates and its agent, the Rev. 
John Jackson, to till the soil and prepare it 
for the reception of "the good seed," but 
teetotalism made little progress until the 
Preston and Leeds pioneers of total and entire 
abstinence visited the town, and roused its 
inhabitants by their more advanced doctrine. 
Joseph Livesey, Henry Anderton, Thomas 
Swindlehurst, and others from Preston, backed 
by John Andrew, junr., and his co-workers at 
Leeds, laboured zealously to push their prin
ciples to the front at Bradford. 

In 1835 Mr. Joseph Livesey gave his malt 
lecture to a large audience in the Friends' 
Meeting- house, Bradford, at the close of 
which John Clegg Booth, then a youth of 
sixteen years of age, signed the teetotal pledge 
along with several others. Shortly afterwards 
young Booth joined in the formation of a 
youths' temperance society in that town, and 
took a very active part in its meetings, thus 
beginning the preparation of a career of use
fulness which characterized the whole of bis 
after-life. 

Once the promoters of the Bradford parent 
society saw the value and importance of entire 
abstinence, they became warm friends and 
supporters of it; and; as will be seen in the 

course of this work, some of its active mem
bers were valiant champions of the new 
doctrine. At first, as at Preston and many 
other places, the two pledges were used, and 
the society was in connection with the British 
and Foreign Temperance Society, as one of its 
auxiliaries; but that society did not favour 
vdrnt they termed " the doctrine of the Lan
cashire fanatics," who had adopted an absurd 
and ridiculous name for their pledge-teetotal. 

One of the first teetotallers in Bradford 
was MR. REUBEN W .ARSNOP, who signed the 
pledge in 1831 or 1832, and kept it for close 
upon half a century. He was a class-leader 
and local preacher amongst the Methodist 
New Connexion, and was never backward in 
acknowledging bis attachment to temperance 
principles. He died March 5th, 1880, at the 
ripe age of eighty-eight years. 

About five miles from Bradford, and nearly 
three miles from Bingley, standing in the 
"hill country," and overlooking a diversified 
and interesting part of Yorkshire, stood the 
unpretentious village of Wilsden, generally 
spoken of as Wilsden near Bradford. Here, 
in the autumn of 1832, a few earnest-minded 
friends of humanity determined to try to form 
a temperance society-that is, a moderation 
pledge society, altogether discarding ardent 
spirits, and only taking wine, beer, &c., in 
moderation. 

On the 28th of September, 1832, the Rev. 
J obn Jackson of Hebden Bridge, agent of 
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the Bradford Temperance Society, delivered 
a forcible and eloquent lecture to a large and 
attentive audience. The Vicar of ¥.rilsden, 
the Rev. J. Barber, not only lent his school 
for the next meeting, but presided over it, 
when the Rev. J. Laycock, Mr. W. S. Nichols, 
and others took part, and several resolutions 
were pa sed; the Rev. J. Barber, and Messrs. 
James Bardsley and \V. S. Nichols were 
appointed a provisional corumittee for arrang
ing future proceedings. On the 19th of March, 
1833, a constitution was presented to, and 
adopted by, the members of the society, and 
the following were appointed as officers and 
committee: Rev. J. Barber, M.A., president; 
Mr. \V. S. Nichols, treasu!'er; Messrs. W. S. 
Nichols and T. Baine , sec!'etaries; Messrs. 
James Emmott, "William Knowles, Jonas 
Wilkinson, "William Leach, James Chapman, 
Thomas Bartle, and James Bardsley, committee. 
The last-named was afterward' well known 
as the Rev. Canon J arnes Bardsley of Man
chester, father of the present Bishop of Sodor 
and Man. 

In accordance with the constitution, the 
parish was divided into eight districts, and 
visitors appointed to each. The committee 
were men in earnest, and after getting fairly 
to work began to attend to missionary work 
in the neighbouring village , and on the 24th 
of May, 183:3, after a public meeting held in 
the Wesleyan Chapel, Harden, Rev. J. Barber 
in the chair, and addresses by Messrs. Bard ley, 
Taylor, Banni ter, Butterfield, and R. S. 
Nichol , "the Harden Association of the 
\Vilsden Temperance Society" was formed. 
Through the exertions of Mr. G. J. Benton of 
Edmonton, then on a visit to Wilsden, thirty 
members were enrolled. After he left he 
succeeded in forming a society at Waterhead 
Mill, Saddleworth. In the same year Mr. 
Simpson (another member) left the village 
and carried the "sacred fire" to Slaithwaite. 
Branches were also formed in Keighley, Brad
ford, Bingley, Thornton, Baildon, Culling
worth, N orthowram, Shipley, Manningham, 
Menstoue, Queenshead, Hallas Bridge, Den
holme, Frizingball, Cottingley, Denholme 
Clough, Morton, and Clayton. 

Plans were drawn up and printed, the 
following explanation being printed on each 
plan:-"The leaders are solely actuated in these 
arrangements by a sense of the immense 
importance of extending the temperance re
formation by self-denial and love to their 

neighbours, and they are anxiously desirous 
that the societies which they may successfully 
originate and assist by their zeal and ex
perience, may, after a few meetings, be able 
to carry on efficient operations without their 
aid." 

In order to ensure the proper announce
ment of their meetings, the \\ ilsden friends 
purchased a bell, and appointed Francis 
Butterfield to the important position of tem
perance crier or bellman. At their second 
festival, hel<l March 3d, 1834, tLe office
bearers for the year were elected as follow : 
-Rev. J. Barber, 1.A., president; Mr. W. 
Knowles, treasurer; Messrs. W. S. Nichol 
Thomas Baines, and James Clapham, secre
taries; Messrs.James Emmott, Jonas \Vilkin
son, J. Wilkinson, J. Scott, J. Brookshauk, 
Thomas Abbott, William Pickles, William 
Clapham, W. B. Marsden, Tom Foster, D. 
Emmott, and J. Jennings as committee. 

On October 2d, 1 34, Mr. W. Cruikshanks, 
who was then staying with the Rev .. James 
Bard. ·ley, gave a lecture which was the means 
of giving the movement a still greater impetus. 
Juvenile tern perance societies were formed 
and the agitation kept np by a capital ban<l 
of local speakers, who did noble service to the 
cause. Amongst these were Mr. Sykes, Mr. 
Thomas Thornton (afterwards in partnership 
with Mr. Thomas Baines at Cottingley Mills), 
Mr. Joseph Hartl y (formerly wool tapler iu 
Bradford, and farmer, Allerton), Mr. J. Robin
son (who afterwards went out to America), 
and Mes rs. John and Joseph Wilkin on. 

Before giving particulars of the third annual 
festival of the Wils<len society and its branches, 
we will pause and give a few particulars of 
some of the most active workers in connection 
with this society, men who for many years 
valiantly upheld the standard, and helped to 
make the movement what it is. 

The REv. J. BARBER, M.A., was a native of 
Lancashire; was appointed Vicar of Wilsden 
in 1826, the church being consecrated, Nov
ember 2Gth, that year. He signed the modera
tion temperance pledge, October 29th, 1832, 
and was unanimously elected the first president 
of the Wilsden Temperance Society. He was 
a good speaker, a polished writer, and a poet 
of considerable ability He was also a pious, 
hard-working, and faithful pastor, one who 
visited his flock in all weathers, and at all 
seasons. From Wilsden he removed to Bierley, 
where be ministered for twenty-eight years, 
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and died April 2lst, 1868, aged sixty-seven 
years. 

W . S. NICHOLS was born at Hallas, near 
Cullingworth, in 1810, and from 1812 to 1827 
lived with his parents in London, whither 
they removed in 1812. His father was a per
sonal friend of Dr. Birkbeck, the originator 
of the London mechanics' institute. While a 
youth Mr. Nichols attended many of the lec
tures delivered in the institute by Dr. Birk
beck, and prepared many of his diagrams, thus 
enlarging his mind and adding to his stores 
of knowledge. From London he removed to 
Hewnden Mills, and was instrumental in the 
formation of the Wilsden Temperance Society 
on the 28th of September, 1 32. He signed 
the total abstinence pledge in his own house 
at Hewnden Mills, along with Mr. Thomas 
Baines, November 18th, 1834, aud this is 
believed to have been the first total abstinence 
pledge signed on the Yorkshire side of the 
Lanca hire border. This pledge was after
wards adopted by the Wilsden society as an 
additional pledge, and gradually superseded 
the original moderation pledge. 

In 1839 Mr. Nichols removed to Bradford, 
and became secretary to the Bradford Tem
perance Society, in union with Mr. Edward 
Kenion, and afterwards with Mr. James Han
son, till 1842, when he went to reside in 
Glasgow, where he became a. member of 
the committee of the Scotti h Temperance 
Union- now League. In 1 49 he returned 
to Bradford, and was again placed on the 
executive of the temperance society, and 
eventually became secretary of the Bradford 
Sunday Closing Association. In consequence 
of a severe accident Mr. Nichols was obliged 
to avoid evening meetings and excitement; 
and though in his later years he suffered re
verses and afflictions, he ever remained a true 
friend of temperance principles, contributing 
his money and exerting his influence for the 
good of the cause. In his seventy-seventh 
year he wrote, saying that he "hoped to wit
ness the result of the direct local veto." 

R. S. N ICHOLs, brother of the above, was for 
some time a member of the British and Foreign 
Temperance Society in London. In 1834-35 
he was an active and able worker in the Wils
den society, and was one of its best speakers. 
On his settlement in London again he be
came identified with the group who formed 
the first London teetotal society, and was 
secretary of the British Teetotal Society. He 

afterwards went out to Geelong, Victoria, 
where, in February, 1875, he wrote a most 
interesting letter to Mr. Joseph Livesey of 
Preston, in the course of which he reviewed 
his past life, and spoke of the value of total 
abstinence principles. He says: 

"Age and infirmities are creeping on me 
apace. It has been one of the greatest bless
ings of my life that my married life begau, 
and has continued, on strict teetotal principles. 
My children have been reared upon it, and 
now eleven grandchildren are being reared 
upon it. And what have we lost by it?
rather, what have we not gained? Goodness 
and mercy have followed us· all our days, and 
now we-that is, myself and teetotal partner 
in life-can say we are on the bright, not the 
shady, ide of sixty; and as a criterion of 
many other healthful influences and effects of 
teetotalism, I can personally say that through 
all these years I have rarely wanted for a 
dinner nor an appetite to enjoy it, and yet I 
have pa. sed through vicis itudes and changes. 
I have been round the Horn in winter wh en 
the rigging has been frozen. I have been in 
the tropics, in sickly regions, when the deck 
has been strewn with men sick of fever. I 
have, as a settler in a new country, had hara -
sing journeys and walks- have walked sixty 
miles in a day, sometimes all night long, and 
have left younger men behind me who ought 
refreshment from intoxicating drink . I have 
had lonely walks in now-clad mormtains, 
have camped out in the bush a fortnight at 
a stretch, with the sky for a canopy; ha.ve 
swam rivers on horseback; once carried down 
by a torrent sweeping over slippery granite 
rocks, and had to swim out, booted and spurred, 
and with a pilot cloth coat on, and walk ten 
miles. 

"Moreover, in the way of business engage
ments, in connection with mail-coach manage
ment, and in charge of insolvent estates, I 
have been brought in contact with publicans 
and drinks, so as to have been surrounded 
with temptations; and as a store-keeper on 
the gold-fields, when grog-selling was supposed 
to be the certain way to get rich, my stores 
were almost unique, because not a drop of in
toxicating liquor could be found in them. 
And after all these varied experiences, and 
more which might be related, as, for example, 
when I was a farmer, I was about to reap my 
first crop (upwards of 2000 bushels of wheat), 
I was told by my neighbours I should never 
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get it harvested unless I supplied grog. I 
substituted tea and coffee, and had mine all 
harvested before any of my neighbours. What 
is the testimony I have to give? Just this: 
that to one who steadfastly adheres to the 
plain, easy-to-be-understood, and easy-to-be
practised principle of total abstinence from 
intoxicating drinks, rough places are made 
plain, and crooked, straight; stumbling-blocks 
am taken out of the way; and half the ills, or 
more, of life are removed which flesh is not 
heir to, but which are most gratuitously in
curred. Moreover, that while the practice of 
drinking moderately is perpetually that of 
difficulty and danger, that of abstinence is 
satisfactory and safe; and 1 may add, that 
though I expected to meet with persecution 
and obloquy, more or less, on account of rigid 
adherence to teetotal principles, yet I do not 
remember ever to have met even with an in
civilityon accountof it, although I have so often 
been unavoidably brought in contact with those 
whose likings and pecuniary interest made 
them most hostile to the principle. Those 
who take up the cause half-heartedly, and 
hold it only in a vacillating way, will, no 
doubt, find themselves beset with difficulties; 
but they who take it up and follow it out 
consistently and perseveringly will find a plain 
path before them, for the truth thus exem
plified commands respect from all men. I 
cannot close without saying that, many and 
great a are the ad vantages of teetotalism in 
regard to this life, I value it most highly as 
conducive to the happiness of that which is 
to come. It takes out of the way one of the 
worst stumbling-blocks which lie in the way 
of sinners coming to Christ, and of professed 
Christians walking worthy of their high call
ing of God in Christ Jesus" (.d Village Cause, 
by Jonathan Smith, Leeds). 

A sketch of the life of the Rev. Canon James 
Bardsley will be given in a subsequent chap
ter. 

THOMAS BAINES, co-secretary with W S. 
Nichols, was the son of the Rev. S. Baines, for 
some time Independent minister of Wilsden. 
He took a very active part in the early tem
perance movement in the village, but business 
engagements compelled him to withdraw from 
prominent action. He sometimes, however, 
presided at temperance meetings, au<l faith
fully practised in daily life what he taught iu 
public. Iu a letter, some few years ago, he 
said ; "It is little that I have done for the 

temperance cause, but that little has been my 
best, and if I know my own heart, I know 
that I bave wished mankind well." 

MR. JOHN ·w1LKI 'SON was a poor working 
lad, but he rose to be a commercial traveller 
in Bradford, where he died, and left a record 
behind him that "he was a good honest Chris
tian." 

WILLI.AM LEACH, yeoman, Honey pot, was 
one of the first Wesleyan Methodists in Wils
den, a true and consistent man. 

THOM.AS BARTLE was master of the National 
School in Wilsden; he signed the (moderation) 
pledge October 29th, 1832, and became an able 
and cultured speaker. He was both a leader 
and a visitor, and was never weary of well
doing. He left Wilsden with the Rev. J. 
Barber, and after some time spent at Bierley, 
went to London as a Scripture-reader, where 
he spent fourteen years among the poor, striv
ing to do good, and was eminently successful. 
His last lecture was delivered in the Rev. 
Robert Maguire's schools on "The Wines of 
the Bible." 

JOSEPH WILKINSON did not remain faithful, 
but opened a beer-shop, and afterwards became 
landlord of the Royal Oak Inn, Shipley, and 
died suddenly in September, 1877, at the age 
of sixty years. He was said to have been "a 
model landlord, and in all respects a thoroughly 
straightforward man. During his residence 
at Shipley, Mr. Wilkinson took an active par 
in the politics of the place, and he was three 
times returned as a member of the Local 
Board" (Bradford Observer, 1877). 

JOHN NICHOLSON (the Airedale poet) was 
for some time one of the active members of 
the Wilsden Temperance Society, and signed 
the pledge at a meeting held in the Indepen
dent Chapel, February 14th, 1835. He said 
"he had been one of the most dreadful char
acters, and that perhaps he had drunk more 
liquor than any person present." He earnestly 
sought for the prayers of the audience that be 
would be able to remain steadfast to the 
pledge. During his connection with the so
ciety he wrote Geniits and Intemperance, and 
some of his finest poems and songs; but, alas! 
his own poor faith failed him, the drink crav
ing was too firmly planted in bis system, and 
the temptations to which he was exposed 
stronger than he could bear, and he fell into 
the vortex. 

JAMES Hrnn, another humble poet, was a 
poor fatherless factory lad at six years of age, 
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and worked twelve hours a day for fourteen 
years. Through the medium of the Sunday
school and the kindly assistance of his teacher, 
backed by his own personal application, he 
acquired a little learning and a love for books. 
He signed the pledge May 18th, 1833, and 
with his mother removed to Wilsden from 
Harden. Here he attracted the attention of 
the Rev. J. Barber, who was ever a friend to 
the poor and helpless. In December, 1834, he 
published The Harp on the Willows. He was 
at the first temperance meeting at Culling
worth, and had the mortification to break 
down in the recital of his own poem, " He 
that is not with us is against us." It is said 
that he never forgot this circumstance, and 
that it was a lesson to him in after life. 
Another piece he wrote soon after this was as 
follows: 

"Thousands now intemperance dreading, 
Bane of health, of joy, and peace, 

Better principles are. spreading; 
See how t emperance men increase. 

"All with zeal their powers employing 
In their country 's noble cause; 

By degrees the fiend destroying, 
Author of unuttered woes. 

"Everywhere the work is gaining, 
In this highly favour'd land; 

Drunkards now, from drink abstaining, 
Join the cause with heart and hand. 

"Now unnumbered habitations 
(Once the scenes of want and woe) 

Ring with psalms, divine ovations, 
0, what joys from t emperance flow! 

"Then let temperance ever flourish, 
May it spread from shore to shore; 

Drinking customs wholly perish, 
England's curse defame no more." 

Mr. Hird became schoolmaster at Wilsden, 
and left it for a like situation at Bierley, with 
the Rev. J. Barber. Shortly after leaving he 
wrote "The Prophetic Bard," and other poems. 

By a strange twist of human nature, the 
quondam temperance poet and teetotal advo
cate became bookkeeper at the "Old Brewery," 
Bradford, was next keeper of a public-house 
in Bowling Back Lane, Bradford, and then a 
retired publican living at Ilkley. 

Mr. Jonathan Smith (from whose pamphlet 
many of these particulars are taken) tells us 
that he once met Mr. Hird in Market Street, 
Bradford, and after talking over old times, he 
looked up with moistened eyes and said 
solemnly to Mr. Smith, "Friend, these were 

my happiest days." Mr. Smith adds. "We 
know that James Hird performed many a 
delicate deed of kindness, and spoke gentle and 
kindly words of warning to many a drink
sodden wretch at the very time he was vending 
the poison. We regarded him as one whose 
best qualities were hidden away out of sight, 
and whose heart ever held within it much 
that was noble, grand, and lovable." 

From another source we learn that on the 
18th of November, 1834, Mr. William Pollard, 
of Manchester, visited Mr. W. S. Nichols at. 
his residence, Wilsden, and in the course of con
versation spoke of and explained the new doc
trine of teetotalism with such effect as to lead 
Mr. Nichols to sign the teetotal pledge there 
and then. His brother, R. S. Nichols, and 
several others soon joined him, and the new 
pledge was made the second pledge of the 
Wilsden society. Early in 1835 Mr. Pollard 
held meetings at Wilsden, and rendered good 
service to the cause there. 

As the time approached for holding the 
annual festival of the Wilsden societies, the 
committee and active workers determined to 
make it something far exceeding any previous 
effort in this direction, and arrangements were 
made for a temperance demonstration on a 
large scale. 

This monst1·e festival was held on the 20th 
and 2lst of April, 1 35, a full report of which 
was given in the Bradford Observer of April 
25th, 1835. The parish church had been kindly 
placed at the disposal of the committee for the 
public meetings, and extensive preparation· 
had been made for the accommodation of visi
tors. A large tent for refreshments had been 
erected in an adjoining field , the decorations 
being unique, and best described in the word ·· 
of the Observer:-

"On Monday the proceedings commenced 
with a grand procession of the following 
societies, each being headed with a small 
white banner: Wilsden, Bradford, K eighley, 
Bingley, Thornton, Baildon, Cullingworth , 
Nortbowram, Shipley, Manningham, Hallas 
Bridge, Denholme, Clayton, Morton, Frizing
hall, Cottingley, Allerton, and Harden. 

"Although these societies were mostly con
nected with the British and Foreign Temper
ance Society, and as yet only adopted teetotal
ism as an additional pledge, yet it is remarkable 
that almost the whole of the advocates present 
were very prominent total abstainers, and 
included J. S. Buckingham, M.P., Messrs. 
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Ed ward Parsons, William Pollard, agent of 
the Yorkshire Union, .Joseph Livesey, Henry 
Anderton, the Preston poet and orator, Thomas 
Swindlehurst, king of the Preston reformed 
drunkards, R. Broughton, the brothers Nichols, 
and others. In a field adjoining the church 
a splendid booth had been erected, which was 
forty-five yards in length, eighteen yards wide, 
and supported by three rows of pillars, eight 
in a row, adorned with branches of evergreens, 
natural and artificial flowers, arranged so 
tastefully as to cheat the beholder into a 
belief tbat they were real trees. Along the 
length of the booths were seven large tables, 
parallel to each other, for the accommodatiou 
of the members of the various societies; an 
aisle was left across the middle, intersecting 
the long straight aisles between the tables. 
On each side of this aisle stood a row of pillars 
decorated as before described, and between 
every two pillars an immense bouquet of arti
ficial flowers. At the upper end of the booth 
an elevated table was placed, at which sat the 
chairman (the Rev. J. Barber, vicar of Wils
den), the speakers, and other invited guests. 
The chair was covered with pink, and over
hung by a profusion of artificial flowers, shrubs, 
and trees, arranged with so much skill and 
elegance as to form a delightful alcove, having 
all the appearance of a natural bower, which 
was much as isted by the artifice of placing a 
number of stuffed birds among t the brn.nches. 
The interior of the booth was hung with blue 
and crimson, decorated with garlands of arti
ficial flower , imitating nature in every possible 
variety of form and hue. 

"At the bottom of the booth, opposite to 
the chair, was an artificial column tastefully 
painted and decorated, and having on its vari
ous compartments the inscriptions 'Loyalty,' 
'Philanthropy,' 'Morality,' 'Christianity,' on 
each side of which hung hieroglyphic paint
ings, tending to exhibit the baneful conse
quences of intemperance. 

"One thousand four hundred cups and sau
cers, with all other necessary appendages, were 
distributed upon the tables. About five o'clock 
the sober but exhilarating liquor began to 
circulate; each seat found a ready occupant; 
every cup was in request; mirth, cheerful
ness, and hilarity pervaded the vast assembly; 
and 1400 persons might be seen at once re
velling in the sweets of temperate pleasure, 
and enjoying without admixture or alloy 
'the feast of reason and the flow of soul.' No 

sooner had this goodly company received a 
sufficiency of the good things of this life for 
their present satisfaction, than with an orderly 
and simultaneous movement they made way 
for 1400 others, who had been patiently wait
ing without, after the departure of whom, the 
conductors, waiters, servants, stragglers, and 
others, numbering 200, regaled themselves 
after the fatigues of the day at the principal 
table." 

About 1000 persons took tea in the booth 
on the second day. Four meetings were held 
in the church, capable of holding 2000 persons, 
at which a deep impression was made. 

Mr. Livesey tells us (Reminiscences, pp. 32, 
33) that up to the year 1860 he had only twice 
had the privilege of speaking in a church on 
the temperance question, viz. on this occasion, 
and once at Hayworth, near Wilsden. 

The annual report read at the meeting 
showed the society to be in a capital condition; 
from it we gather the following particulars:-

" The Wilsden Society numbered 399 mem
bers, and the Harden branch, 335; 44 drunk
ards had been reformed, and only 8 had been 
expelled for breaking their pledges, and 4 
had withdrawn their names. There were 43 
speakers." 

"At Keighley there were 1044 members, at 
least 50 of whom had been reclaimed from the 
drink curse. Since the commencement of 1835 
(says the report) the Wilsden leaders h, ve 
originated 15 other societies, viz.: -

Thornton ...... .. .. .... ..... . . 319 members. 
Allerton .. . .. ..... .. ........... 185 
Cullingworth .. .. .... ........ 103 
D enholm e..................... 99 
Bingley............ . . . . . . . . . . . . 225 
Frizinghall.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 
Denholme Clough........... 17 
Queenshead .. . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. . 93 
Shipley ........ ......... . ... ... 132 
Baildon.. .. ... ... ......... ..... 41 
Menstone.... .. ... ... ...... .. . 29 
Hallas Bridge .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 63 
Cottingley . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 62 
Morton. . . . ... .... ........... . . 80 
Clayton Dolphin........... . 56 

Total, ...... 1584 
To which add-Keighley .. 1044 . 

Harden ... 339 
Wilsden ... 399 

Total membership ......... 3366 
= 

" 

" 

The Rev. J. Barber, president, occupied the 
chair at the meetings before and after tea on 
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Monday, and addresses were delivered by Mr. 
Thompson, of Halifax; W. Pollard, Manches
te1·; E. Parsons, Leeds; Rev. G. S. Bull, known 
as" the friend of the factory child;" Thomas 
Swindlehurst; and Henry Anderton, of Pres
ton. With such speakers as these there can 
be no question as to the principles inculcated 
at the meetings that day, for all of them were 
earnest, consistent teetotallers. 

On Tuesday morning a special prayer-meet
ing was held in the Methodist Chapel at ten 
o'clock to supplicate the divine blessing on the 
society's labours and labourers, after which 
large crowds again assembled in church. At 
half-past one the president took the chair, and 
Mr. Jo eph Livesey of Preston delivered his 
"Malt Lecture." He was followed by Mr. 
J. S. Buckingham, M.P., and a petition was 
introduced into the meeting to support Mr. 
Buckingham's efforts in parliament to promote 
legislation for checking the evils and preva
lence of intemperance. The petition received 
npwards of 3000 signatures. At half-past six 
o'clock the church was again crowded, the 
speakers of the evening being the Rev. James 
Cheadle, B.A. (Colne), Messrs. W. Haigh 
(Quarmby), F . Schwanll' (Huddersfield), J. 
Broughton (Preston), W. S. Nichols (Wilsden), 
and T. Swindlehurst (Preston). 

Thus ended one of the largest and most 
enthusiastic series of temperance meetings 
that had as yet ever been held, and the good 
resulting therefrom can never be fully known 
on this side of eternity. They were the first 
series of large meetings at which the principles 
of total abstinence were boldly and fearlessly 
advocated in public, and many would carry the 
remembrance of that festival to the end of 
life. 

The materials and decorations named were 
principally furnished by Mr. W. S. Nichols 
and a few friends. Mr. Thomas Baines 
superintended the corumi::;sariat, and the ar
ranging of speakers, issuing tickets, ad ver
tising, &c., were in the able hands of Mr. W. 
S. Nichols. 

One of the active promoters of the festival 
thus wrote on the subject:-

"Having hl:l-d opportunity, in the time which 
has elapsed, to observe the results of that 
extraordinary festival, it may be asserted that, 
although the labour required was almost over
whelming to those who had the management, 
they have been amply repaid in the satisfac
tory evidence of its utility, and the abundant 

VOL. I. 

fruits that have followed. The benefits have 
perhaps been greater to the cause of temper
ance in surrounding parts, and throughout 
the nation, than at Wilsden itself. The full 
report, given in the Bradfo1·d Observer, by the 
kindness of its editors and their reporter, was 
copied into all the newspapers in the land, and 
into many foreign papers, and thus, from the 
magnificence of the scale on which the festival 
was conducted, the cause of temperance was 
exalted among the people. The influence, 
numbers, and respectability of its supporters 
imposingly displayed, and the arguments on 
which it is founded, the wonders which have 
been wrought by it, convincingly introduced 
to the consideration of multitudes of persons 
who would otherwise have remained in igno
rance or scepticism. Many persons who at
tended from a distance, carried away with 
them the leaven of teetotalism, and became 
zealous and successful in its advocacy in their 
several neighbourhoods and connections. 

"The kind providence of God cannot fail to 
be recognized on the occasion; from the com
mencement to the termination all was peace, 
order, and attention, although the church on 
Monday night was excessively crowded, espe
cially in the aisles, and an equal number were 
unable to obtain admittance, so that there 
must have been not fewer than 8000 persons in 
attendance on this day, and not the slightest 
accident occurred. Upwards of 3000 per-ons 
took tea. Forty or fifty individuals, as the 
time drew near, were most industriously em
ployed in erecting the tent and its decorations; 
the wind was boisterous and the labour diffi
cult, yet no accident occurred; but by the 
dauntless zeal and unwearied perseverance of 
the Wilsden and Harden societies, and by the 
kind assistance of other friends, it was trans
formed by the time appointed into the para
di e before described, and was prepared for 
the reception of the joyous multitude." 

In January, 1836, the committee of the 
Wilsden Temperance Society decided to sever 
their connection with the British and Foreign 
Temperance Society, after vain efforts had 
been made to induce the executive at London 
to adopt the teetotal pledge. Having become 
thoroughly convinced that total abstinence 
was the only effective principle, the Wilsden 
friends determined to work their society on 
purely total abstinence principles (Preston 
Temperance Advocate, 1836, p. 40). 

The fourth annual festival of the society 
11 
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was commenced on Sunday, April 3d, 1836, 
when special sermons were preached by the 
Rev. J. Cheadle, of Colne, and the :3.ev. J. 
Barber, president of the Wilsden Temperance 
Society. Meetings were held during the fol
lowing week under the presidency of the Rev. 
J . Barber. On Monday afternoon a public 
meeting was held in St. Matthew's Church, 
when, after the reading of a very able and 
satisfactory report, the following character
istic letters were read, the one from Mr. Henry 
Anderton of Preston, being possibly the last he 
ever wrote to the Wilsden Society:-

"WALTON, near PRESTON, llfarch 23d, 1 36. 

"DEAR Srn,- I regret to say 'No' to your kind 
invitation. In my bygone temperance excur ions 
my time was generally my own. I had a father, 
who, being a zealous teetotaller, was willing, nay, 
anxious, that as much of my time as could be 
spared should be devoted to our blessed cause, and 
consequently a day or two's absence from home 
was a matter of slight import. But the case is 
reversed now. My father's mortal remains are 
now pres ing the couch of his 'last long rest,' and 
as there is no per on but myself at home who can 
follow the bu incss which must support the family, 
I am under the necessity of confining my future 
temperance exertions to Preston and its vicinity. 
My late beloved father was only gathered to his 
fathers a week or two ago, and the greatness and 
bitterness of his loss to every member of his family 
must be my apology for not sooner replying to 
your esteemed communication. I wi h, sir, some 
of your moderate-drinking professors could have 
witnes ed the happiness of my father in the 'trying 
hour;' I wish they could have listened to his dying 
ejaculations to heaven in favour of that cause which 
had been instrumental in rescuing him from 'the 
horrible pit of drunkenness,' and of leading him 
to the 

'fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins.' 

I wish they could have heard his earnest entreaties 
to his family and friends not to forget, but to 
spread those principles of truth which we have 
advocated, and which proved to him the 'savour of 
life unto life . ' I wish they could have seen the fer
vour with which he told us, a day or two before he 
died, to put his name afresh to the teetotal list; and 
when I told him that it was my intention to preach 
abstinence and Jesus as long as God spared me, I 
wish they could have seen him-unable to speak
waving his thin arm round his head three times 
in token of encouragement and triumph. I say I 
wish your moderate-drinking professors could have 
seen and heard how, as it respects my poor father, 
it might be said: 

'Ilis God sustained him in his final hour, 
His final hour brought glory to his God.' 

For I am fully persuaded that, with such a dying 
testimony to the merits of our cause before their 
bodily eyes, no child of God, no 'joint heir with 
Christ,' could turn away without a resolve to 'come 
over and help us.' Perchance, sir, you may think 
me tedious, but I thought it would please you to 
hear that the cause we have espoused has, under 
God, led another drunkard o.f forty years to Zion. 
May your coming festival be attended with results 
as glorious as your most enthusiastic zeal can anti
cipate; and that you may live to see drunkenness 
utterly exterminated, 'J erusal~m in peace and Zion 
in great prosperity,' is the prayer of yours, with a 
leal heart, HENRY ANDERTON." 

The other was a unique letter from Mr. 
Thomas Swindlehurst of Preston, king of the 
reformed drunkards:-

" To our trusty and well -beloved subject and 
servant, General W. S. Nichols, 1·esiding in 
that part of our dominions called Wilsden, 

"Greeting,-Our heart is overjoyed to hear that 
our loving subjects in Wilsden, and their neigh
bouring allies are combining their efforts for the 
extension of our dominions, and for the extirpation 
of our mortal foe . Not only has it given us un
feigned satisfaction t o hear of their continued 
faithfulness to our interests, but gratitude swells 
our heart when we think on the love they bear the 
person and government of us, the lawful and father
like king. Such a union of feeling, and uch a 
concentration of strength can only be ascribed to 
and a resulting from the vigilance and military 
tact of the several commander in their several 
district , and we depute you, our beloved General 
Nichols, to convey our thanks and approval to 
those commissioned and non-commissioned officers 
in your teetotal regiments for their care in dispens
ing, and to the privates for their willingness in 
obeying, the rules of discipline. Our heart is glad 
to be informed that Mr. Parsons has deserted the 
service in which he was engaged and enlisted under 
our spotless banner. Tell him it is his sovereign's 
pleasure that he be promoted t o the rank of field
marshal in our first Leeds company, who, we are 
sure, will fight with redoubled energy and success 
under so distinguished a leader. We should have 
been happy to have witnessed your zeal in person at 
your coming festival, but as the barbarians of the 
north (Kendal) are committing devastation in that 
part of our realm, and disquieting our subjects there, 
we are going there ourselves, as it is thought that 
nothing but the presence of majesty can quell the 
rioters and restore tranquillity, good government, 
and peace. 

"Ourself, prime-minister Broughton, and poet-



TEETOTALISM IN YORKSHIRE. 163 

laureate Anderton have not been resting on our 
lees lately, as the enemy's condition and riotousness 
in Bolton, Chorley, Southport, Bury, Ormskirk, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Warrington, and all the 
isles of the sea, even beyond Jordan (the British 
Channel), the Isle of Man can tell. 'Prosperity is 
within our walls and plenteousness in our palaces.' 
Success attends our truthful cause in our senate 
and our camps. And we direct to inform our sub
jects in Wilsclen that the present prosperity of our 
affairs forms a 1\Iount Pisgah, from the top of which 
their sovereign can descry the day when drunken
ness shall be annih ilated and the drunkard shall 
be free. 'Be thou faithful unto death, and thou 
shalt receive a crown of life.' 

"God save the king. Done at our teetotal 
metropolis, from our Palace, in Great Show Street, 
Preston, dated this 19th March, 1836. 

"THOllIAS REX." 

After the reading of these letters, addresses 
were delivered by W. Biscome, a reformed 
drunkard from Halifax, Mr. Thompson of 
Halifax, the Rev . M. Saunders, Baptist minis
ter, Haworth, and l\1r. Mirnpris, author of 
the Chart of Gospel History. The meeting 
then adjourned to the tea tent, where 600 
persons partook of "the cup that cheers and 
not inebriates." After tea the meeting was 
resumed, the speakers being Messrs. John 
Andrew, jun. (Leeds), John Smith (Morton), 
and Dr. Thomas Beaumont (Bradford). 

During the course of the afternoon and 
evening the following, with other resolutions, 
were spoken to and carried:-

" That vast numbers of young men are led 
into habits of intemperance and crime, not
withstanding the previous cultivation of Sun
day-schooh;, by the prevalent system of footings 
and fines spent in revelling and drunkenness; 
and that no employer discharges his duty to 
bis country who allows, or does not put an 
end to, all such practices among those under 
bis influence." 

"That infi,delitg is found to be produced and 
supported in this country by internperance." 

"That the Temperance Society is proved to 
be a rnost effectual means of destroying infidel
ity, and bringing its professors under the 
influence of the means of grace." 

"That the manufacture and sale of intoxi
cating liquors is the baneful source of the 
greater part of the vice and distress of the 
nation, and ought to be actively discounten
ance l by every friend of virtue and piety." 

"That this meeting deeply laments the in
difference of the legislature to the destructive 

influence of beer-shops, and anxiously desires 
that the country may be freed from these 
universally disgraceful nuisances." 

These resolutions clearly prove that gospel 
temperauce is not a new phase of the move
ment, uuknown until these later days, when 
sensatioualism is more acceptable than sober 
reason, but was essentially the basis of the 
movement from the very beginning. The early 
advocates saw clearly that the infidelity of pro
fessing Christians was the cause of much of 
the drunkenness and misery they deplored, 
and that the temperance reformation, rightly 
conducted, would tend to further true religion 
and drive away scepticism. 

The last two resolutions also prove that 
the pioneers of temperauce were sound rea
souers, and saw the philosophy of the whole 
movement; that strong drink was the cause of 
intemperance, and that the traffic therein, 
being "the baneful source of the greater part 
of the vice and distress of the nation, oueht to 
be actively discountenanced by every friend 
of virtue and piety," or in other words, that 
wise legislation was necessary to complete the 
work of social, moral, and religious progress. 

On Tuesday, April 5th, a meeting was held 
in the Methodist Chapel, Wilsden, for the 
purpose of forming a temperance beuefit soci
ety. The Rev. J. Cheadle, B.A., Colne, after
wards vicar of Bingley, was one of the speakers, 
along with friends from Ilalifax, Wil den, 
Harden, &c. It wa resolved "That a Tem
perance Benefit Society be established on the 
principle of abstinence from all intoxicating 
liquors." 

In the afternoon a public meeting was held 
in St. Matthew's Church, Wilsden, when ad
dresses were delivered by William Gath, a 
reformed drunkard, Thomas Baines, W. S. 
Nichols, Rev. J. Cheadle, B.A., Rev. J. White, 
Independent minister, Northowrarn, and J. 
Clapham. The evening meeting was addressed 
by the Rev. Theodore Drury, M.A., Keighley; 
Rev. J. Garrett, Wesleyan minister; Messrs. 
R. S. Nichols, of London; Mitchell, of Ha
worth ; and. Corporal Hewitson. Another 
meeting was held on Wednesday afternoon, 
addressed by Messrs. W ., A. Pallister, Leeds; 
Dean, Barnoldswick; Redman, Pateley Bridge; 
Elijah Clapham and W . Atkinson, Denholme. 
The meeting iu the evening was addressed 
by the Rev. James Bardsley, curate of Keigh
ley; Messrs. John Ogden, Haworth; Timothy 
Bottoms, H::i.rclen; and W. S. Nichols. 
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Thus terminated the fourth festival of this 
society, kept up for several days with unflag
ging zeal and energy. 

Mr. Elijah Clapham," a man of kind-hearted
ness," and of "a generous and sympathetic 
11ature," thus spoke of himself:-

"Teetotalism sweeps away not only the 
practices but the causes of intemperance. Till 
twelve years of age I disliked intoxicating 
liquors. My parents taught me the fear of 
God. How happy I was then! At that age 
I removed to another place. I took a little 
home-brewed beer until I liked it. This wolf 
in sheep's clothing deceived me. At about 
sixteen years of age I was seriously impressed, 
joined the 1ethodist Society, but deceitful 
friends enticed me to the beer-shops, and I 
became a drunkard. Thanks be to God for 
sending a temperance society to Wilsden ! 
With unwearied labour the temperance tract 
distributors called on me on the Sabbath 
morning-the only time to find a drunkard at 
home-they left me Beecher's Sermons on 
intemperance. These affected my heart and 
kindled my hopes." 

This rather lengthy notice of a village, or 
rather a group of village societies shows: l st. 
What can be done, and has been done by a 
truly devoted country clergyman, backed by a 
band of able, vigorous, and influential sup
porters. 2d. The missionary zeal and active 
exertions of the pioneers of the movement in 
this district were of immense value to the tem
perance reformation; many being led to "hear, 
rncei ve, and believe the word," carried it far 
and wide, and became sowers of the seed, 
voluntary missionaries in the work in their 
own immediate localities. 3d. Some of the 
ablest, most consistent, and laborious workers 
in the movement were trained in this country 
temperance college for the great work in which 
they were afterwa1·ds engaged in various parts 
of the country, and even in distant lands. 

The Wilsden Society sent out from its ranks 
seven clergymen and five Non conformist 
ministers, viz., Revs. J. Barber, 1\1.A., Canon 
James Bardsley, -- Hodgson, W. B. Mars
den, J. Laycock, W. Muston, and F. Hunt; 
J . Clapham (Wesleyan), J. Wilkinson and T . 
Robertshaw (Independent), S. Neal and H. At
kinson (Baptist). It also sent out two home 
missionaries to London-Messrs. T. Bartle and 
H. Bentley, and several schoolmasters, who 
laboured successfully in different parts of 
England. 

Like Peter O'Donoghue, the grateful tailor 
of Sk:ibbereen, one of the members of this 
society cought a home in distant lands, and in 
his prosperity remembered where the starting
point had been made. William Dawson, 
weaver, Causeway Top, signed the pledge, 
April 23d, 1835, and joined the Bradshaw 
Temperance Society, April 15th, 1837. He 
afterwards emigrated to .Australia, and was 
high ly successful in business. He never for
got the village temperance society, but sent 
the sum of £20 towards its fnnds as a tbank
offering for mercies received. 

In the beginning of the year 1834 Mr. J obn 
Andrew, junr., of Leeds, who was for some 
time minute secretary of the Leeds Temper
ance Society, and afterwards secretary of the 
Yorkshire Union of Temperance Societies (i.e. 
ardent spirits pledge societies), determined to 
try teetotalism, and in April or May of that 
year he, with a few others, signed the total 
abstinence pledge as an addition to the old 
one. On the 2lst of May, 1834, he sent Mr. 
Livesey a report of the doings of the Ley lands 
branch of the Leecls Temperance Society, in 
the course of which he remarks: "At the 
latter meeting it was announced that the 
committee of this branch had determined, in 
addition to the present pledge, to adopt an 
abstinence pledge similar to the Preston one. 
This re 'olution has not been hastily adopted, 
but after much deliberation. Convinced that 
the great consumption of malt liquors is chiefly 
to be ascribed to the erroneous opinions enter
tained respecting its nutritious properties, 
they think they are called upon to diffuse 
information on the subject which challenges 
examination and scrutiny" (Preston Ternpe1·
ance Advocate, 1834, p. 45). 

In November of the same year he writes 
again: " One word on the teetotal plan. I 
hope it will ere long be adopted by all the 
societies. It does appear to me to be the only 
plan to reach the masses of society. What
ever may be the propriety of its immediate 
adoption, where the evil of ale-drinking exten
sively prevails I cannot but regard it as the 
measure for effecting the most good in the 
shortest time" (Preston Temperance Advocate, 
1834, p. 93). 

During the year 1835 vigorous efforts were 
made by the Leeds committee, and branch 
societies were formed in all the surrounding 
villages, in which the teetotal pledge was intro
duced as a supplemental pledge. Valuable 
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assistance was rendered by the agent of the 
Yorkshire Union of Tern perauce Societies, 
Mr. William Pollard, and by Messrs. Joseph 
Livesey, Henry Anderton, James Teare, Ed
ward Grubb, and others, the result beiug the 
adoption of the teetotal pledge by the Leeds 
society in March, 1835. 

In August, 1835, Mr. John .Andrew, junr., 
thus writes : "We do not refuse a signa.ture to 
the moderation pledge if offered, but all our 
reformed drunkards and other speakers are 
determined to advocate tbe teetotal principle. 
We impugn not the motives of those who will 
not sign our pledge, but endeavour to show its 
absolute necessity to the completion of therefor
mation so auspiciously commenced" (Preston 
Temperance Advocate, 1835, p. 69). 

On May 23d, 1836, the annual festival of 
the Leeds Temperance Society was held in 
Albion Chapel, and on the following day a 
public demonstration, with flags, bauners, &c. 
After tea a public meeting was held in Albion 
Chapel, over which Mr. E. Johnson presided. 
Addresses were delivered by Mr. Kenyon of 
Yeadon, the Rev. J. Brayshaw, rector of Ad
dingham, Mr. F . Schwann of Huddersfield, 
Mr Joseph Andrew, and others, when a silver 
medal was presented to Mr. John Andrew, 
junr., by the members of the society. The 
medal bore the following inscription:-" Pre
sented at a public meeting on Whit-Tuesday, 
May 24th, 1836, by the teetotallers of Leeds, 
to John Andrew, junr., as a mark of the high 
esteem in which they hold his character and 
the services which he has rendered to the 
cause of total abstinence from all intoxicating 
liquors" (Preston Temperance .Advocate, 1836, 
p. 52). 

From this time the Leeds society was virtu
ally a t eetotal society, although the total aban
donment of the old pledge was not thoroughly 
accomplished until the 2lst of June, 1836, 
when a public debate was held in the Music 
Hall for the purpose of decidiug the question. 
The advocates of the moderation pledge were 
Dr. Williamson (the leading physician of the 
town, and afterwards mayor of Leeds), Rev, 
William Hudswell, Mr. Ed ward Baines, and 
Mr. Thomas Plint, the notorious free-trade 
agitator. 

On the side of teetotalism were Mr. John 
Andrew, junr., the Rev. Francis Beardsall of 
Manchester, and Mr. Barnabas Crossley (after
wards editor of the Leeds Ternperance Herald), 
Mr. Ed ward Johnson, and others. 

Dr. Williamson made a long and very pow
erful speech, the object of which was to prove 
that we lived in an artificial state of society 
and required an artificial stimulus to preserve 
the equilibrium. This argument was so in
geniously put aud so eloquently enforced that 
few saw the fallacy lurking beneath, and Mr. 
Ed ward Johnson, the person appointed to 
answer the doctor, declined the task he bad 
undertaken. This was the signal for great ap
plause among the publicans and the consumers 
of wine and beer, but their triumph was short
lived. At this moment a young man was dis
covered in the crowded orchestra, who was at 
once literally dragged forward by the abstainers 
to the platform and compelled to combat the 
arguments of Dr. Williamson. This young mau 
was Frederick Richard Lees (now known the 
world over as Dr. F. R. Lees, the most able, 
earnest, and consistent advocate and champion 
of true temperance principles). With becoming 
modesty he undertook the task imposed upon 
him, and fully exposed the fallacy involved iu 
Dr.Williamson's arguruent in proposiug to cure 
the disease of excitement by a remedy of addi
tional excitement; in other >vords, to spur the 
horse as a remedy for its fatigue. His reply 
was so powerful and convincing that even the 
drink-sellers themselves confessed that their 
party was vanquished; and on the motion 
being put. to the meeting "that the principle 
of the society should henceforth be that of 
abstinence from all intoxicating liquors," it 
was carried by a large majority. This discus
sion was afterwards published in pamphlet 
form, with notes, and brought Mr. Lees pro
minently before the public. A brief report of 
the discussion was given in the Star of T eni
perance (1836, pp. 235-237). Dr. Lees is now 
the sole survivor of those who took part in 
that memorable debate. 

FREDERICK RICHARD LEES is of Scottish 
descent, and was born at Meanwood, Leeds, 
March 15th, 1815. When only a few months 
old he was left without a mother. He never 
was a strong man physically, being from his 
youth subject to periodical attacks of illness, 
yet, despite his laborious undertakings, his her
culean efforts for the promotion of temperance· 
principles on the soundest possible basis, he 
has Ii ved to see the grave close upon many 
who were apparently stronger and more likely 
to live than he. God chooses his own ini>tru
ments, and gives them strength, power, and 
wisdom to do His work so long as they are 
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guided by His counsel, and that Dr. Lees was 
" a chosen vessel " is proved by his life and 
the great work accomplished and yet i;i hand. 
Right nobly has he fulfilled his mission as the 

c.:hampion of true tempera.nee. In 1832 Mr. 
Lees signed the moderation pledge, "and," 
;:;ays Mr. W. A. Pallister, "he signed the tee
total pledge with me in March, 1835, after 
the first and famous visit of Messrs. Joseph 
Livesey and Henry Anderton in our Music 
Hall, Leeds. 

"He made his first attempt to speak on the 
question in the same year in a small school
room at the top of St. Peter's Square, Leeds, 
when he fainted, and had to be led home. 
The spirit was willing, but the flesh was weak. 
Indeed, this might be truly said of the most 
prominent public advocates of the cause. 
John Andrew, thin and pale; Joshua Pollard, 
pale and thin; the present writer ill looking, 
and looking as if ill fed; as for Mr. Lees, bad 
he been put on a white horse (but for his rich 
blue eyes and bright brown hair) he might have 
passed for Death in the Revelations. This will 
::;urprise those who have known the doctor only 
during the last ten or twelve years; but it repre
sents the fact; and indeed he was advised by 
his physician to go and reside inMadeira to pre
serve his health and life. When, in those early 
days, a big man like Thomas Swindlehurst, or 
"Slender Billy"(real name William Howarth), 
or Frank Twistleton, the Settle giant, appeared 
ou our platform, didn't we exult and crow? 
Now all this silly but once potent prejudice 
about personal appearance has passed away 
and lost its point. Teetotallers can show as 
many men, at least, who are stout, robust, and 
healthy as any section of the community, and 
form indeed a striking contrast to the great 
bulk of the devotees of Bacchus. But the 
original teetotallers, as a rule, were "a dainty 
di h to set before King Mob" (Pallister's 
"Reminiscences," British Tenipe1·ance .Advo
cate, 1890, p. 26). 

It is rather remarkable that these pale 
and thin men- these poor half-dying samples 
of teetotalism should have attained the ages 
of men beyond the threescore-and-ten limit. 

"If by reason of strength," as says the Psal
mist, from whence did these frail ones derive 
their strength 1 Teetotalism certainly did not 
weaken or destroy them. Joshua Pollard 
lived to be seventy-one years of age, over fifty 
of them as a teetotaller. Dr. Lees has been a 
teetotaller for fifty-five years, and is now in 

his seventy-sixth year. vV. A. Pallister, a tee
totaller for the same period, is in or jnst about 
corn pleting his seventy-seventh year. John 
Andrew, nearly fifty-five years a teetotaller, 
lived to be seventy-eight, and Sir Edward 
Baines of Leeds, a teetotaJler of fifty-three 
years' standing, died in 1890, at the age of 
ninety years; while John Andrew, senior, lived 
to the age of ninety-six years. Surely the 
mists and shadows are being dispersed, and 
the " Great Delusion " is becoming more and 
more apparent. 

Reasoning men see clearly that while strong 
drink shortens life, teetotalism tends to pro
long it, and make it more endura.ble. The 
names of John Andrew, Barnabas Crosley, 
F. R. Lees, W. A. Pallister, Joshua Pollard, 
and Sir Edward Baines, and others, will live 
in the annal of the nation when thousands of 
its so-called worthies will be forgotten. 

JOHN ANDREW, SENR., was an early member 
of the Leed~ Temperance Committee, who, on 
embracing the purer principle, was a, corn
miller and ma.ltster in Leeds, doing a profitable 
business; but, yielding to the appeals of con
science, be immediately gave up the malting 
portion of his business, even at great pecuniary 
loss. He presided over the first great temper
ance festival in Leeds, on Christruas-day, 1835, 
and took an active interest in the cause to the 
last. Mr. Andrew was born August llth, 
1764, and died March 25th, 1860, thu living 
to be nearly ninety-six years of age. 

JOHN ANDREW, JU R., was born at Staley
bridge, May 25th, 1810, and early in life went 
to Leeds. For some time he was engaged 
in partnership with his father in the corn
ruilling business. As has been shown, he was 
one of the first in Leeds to sign the total 
abstinence pledge (January lst, 1834), and to 
advocate its general adoption. He was honor
ary secretary to the Yorkshire Temperance 
Union as long a,s it existed, and for some time 
held a similar position in the British Temper
ance League, and eventually devoted all bis 
time and energies to the duties of acting secre
tary to that organization, for which he made 
many sacrifices. On the lst January, 1884, a 
meeting was held in St. J arnes's Hall, Leeds, to 
celebra.te Mr. Andrew's teetotal jubilee, when 
he was presented with an address, and a purse 
containing £165. Mr. Thomas Harvey pre
sented the address (an illuminated address in 
book form, containing about 200 signature ), 
and was supported by Mr. W. A. Pallister. 
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Tbe purse was presented by Mr.John Whiting, 
supported by Mr. T. Baines (Bingley) and Dr. 
F . R Lees. Mr. Andrew responded in an 
interesting address. W . J. Armitage, presi
dent of the Leeds Temperance Society, pre
sided, and on the platform and among the 
large audience were many of the oldest friends 
of the cause in Leeds. 

In August, 1887, Mr. Andrew met with an 
accident whilst getting into a tramcar at 
Carrickfergus in Ireland, and never fully re
covered from the shock. Later on he caught 
chills while travelling in severe weather, and 
these accelerated his disease, and death came 
on Thursday, January 5th, 1888, Mr. Andrew 
being in his seventy-eighth year. 

BA.RN ABAS CROSSLEY was a native of Wake
field (born about 1810 or 1812), and as a 
journeyman printer removed to Leeds, where 
he was employed upon the Leeds .Mei·cury. 
He was one of the early members of the 
Debating Society commenced at the house of 
Mr. Thomas Morgan of Leeds, where Dr. 
F . R. Lees, W. A. Pallister, John Andrew, 
and others received their early training for 
tbe part they afterwards took in the public 
debates on the temperance question. Soon 
after joining the Moderation Society, Mr. W. 
A. Pallister introduced the subject of temper
ance for discussion in the debating society, and 
both Mr. Crossley and F. R. Lees put the 
same curious question: "Whether the members 
of the Temperance Society were or were not 
allowed to go further and abstain from all 
intoxicating liquors if they so pleased?" 

Mr. Crossley became associated with his 
friends in temperance work, and was the 
principal editor of the Leeds Temperance 
Herald, in which he was joined by Messrs. 
Pallister, Lees, and Andrew. After its amal
gamation with the British Temperance Advo
cate, and transference to the Isle of Man, 
Mr. Crossley was the first editor. He was a 
cousin to Miss Jowett, afterwards Mrs. F . R. 
Lees. He wrote some interesting letters on 
theological questions, which were addressed to 
Dr. Lees. He died early, but some years after 
his marriage. 

MR. W . A. P ALLISTER was born in the year 
1813, and signed the moderation pledge in the 
winter of 1832, after an address in the Friends' 
Meeting House, Leeds, by the Rev. John 
Edgar, D.D., of Belfast. Mr. Pallister became 
a warm admirer of Mr. William Pollard of 
Manchester, hearing him for the first time in 

the "Old Boggard House,'' the first Methodist 
Chapel in Leeds, and he was his constant 
companion at meetings in Leeds and district. 
On the lst of January, 1835, he with six others 
signed the total abstinence pledge at the close 
of a meeting over which Mr. John Andrew, 
junr., presided. In his Reminiscences (British 
Temperance Advocate, 1884), Mr. Pallister says 
that he read the life of Dr. Franklin, and as 
one consequence had been a teetotaller two 
years before signing the pledge. Re soon 
became an active, laborious advocate, and a 
keen controversialist, being often in request 
when opposition was threatened. On one 
occasion he met a man named Dawson at 
Farnley, near Leeds, who was deemed "learned 
in the Scriptures," and who denounced tee
totalism as antiscriptural. The meeting was 
held in Dawson's farmyard, and a large wag
gon was used as platform. Dawson, as 
challenging party, opened the discussion by 
"slowly stringing together-like beads upon a 
string-numerous passages in which wine is 
referred to in the Bible, and said as teetotalism 
is opposed to wine, teetotalism is opposed to 
the Bible, and the Bible to teetotalism." Thus 
he occupied about twenty minutes, and on being 
called upon to reply, Mr. Pallister remarked 
that his good friend had taken for granted (1) 
that all the wines of Scripture were alike; and 
(2) that they were like our wines; (3) that 
teetotallers were opposed to all wines; and (4) 
that to abstain from wine was of itself un
scriptural. He had quietly assumed all this; 
and until he had tried to prove it he (Mr. 
Pallister) would sit down. 

This was well received by the audience as 
the breaking-in of a new light, but it bothered 
Dawson, who after a few incoherent words sat 
down embarrassed and confused. Mr. Pallister 
then took up the subject upon the lines in
dicated, and a vote was taken in favour of 
teetotalism. Dawson quietly crept away, and 
never ventured to meet the teetotallers again. 
Mr. Pallister's "Reminiscences," given at inter
vals in the British Temperance .Advocate, are 
full of interesting details, some of which we 
may notice as we have occasion, but there is one 
incident in connection with the first Christmas 
festival breakfast in Leeds, in 1835, which we 
cannot pass over, After breakfast, Mr. Palligter 
and two others, mounted 011 a dog-cart lent for 
the occasion, went into the public streets to an
nounce the evening meeting, and "startled the 
air of that quiet Christmas morning by spring-
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ing a rattle (ante-Whittaker), borrowed of a 
maltster, a friend of mine," says Mr. Pallister. 
The result was a crowded meeting, and a great 
impression in favour of the new crusade. 

J OSHU.A. POLL.A.RD was born in Leeds about 
midsummer, 1815, or, as he himself said, 
"a few days after the battle of Waterloo." 
Early in life he became a factory boy. At 
the age of twelve years he entered a mer
cantile warehouse, and availed himself of 
every opportunity to improve his education 
and position. When yet a youth he was 
chosen secretary to the Leylands branch of 
the Leeds Temperance Society, and is said to 
have been the second person who signed the 
teetotal pledge in that town. In 1836, when 
only about twenty-one years of age, Mr. 
Pollard was elected a representative of the 
Leeds Temperance Society to the Conference 
of the British Temperance Association, held 
at Preston, and there he for the first time 
entered a theatre, and trod the boards as a 
temperance reformer. He was not a bril
liant speaker, like some of his associates, 
but he was an earnest active worker, ever 
ready and willing to promote the interests of 
the cause he truly loved. Mr. Pollard after
wards removed to Bradford, Yorkshire, where 
he was well known as a leading temperance 
reformer. He was an active official Recha
bite, and held the highest office in that order. 
He was also an active Sunday-school worker, 
and a very prominent member of the Metho
dist New Connexion Church. He died 
December 16th, 1886, in the seventy-second 
year of his age. 

This band of five heroic and able temper
ance workers were all members of a debating 
class in Leeds, where they had opportunities 
for study and mental culture, which proved 
of immense value to them in after-life. This 
training was of ad vantage to them in the 
great work in which they each became 
actively and successfully engaged, viz. the 
promulgation of the principles of total and 
entire abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, 
and an untiring warfare against the iniquitous 
traffic therein. 

After the great discussion in the Music 
Hall, Leeds, Messrs. F. R. Lees, John An
drew, and W. A. Pallister, with Mr. B. 
Crossley as editor, thought there was room 
for a temperance periodical to be published 
in Leeds, for the Yorkshire district, and· they 
established the Leeds Temperance Herald. 

Mr. Pallister went out to secure an interest 
for the new publication, his first place being 
Pateley Bridge, where he bad previously made 
the acquaintance of a young surgeon-Dr. 
John Snow, brother of the Rev. Thomas 
Snow, who became an abstainer at one of 
Mr. Andrew's meetings. This young surgeon 
attended Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen 
Victoria at the birth of the Princess Royal, 
and was among the first to introduce the use of 
anresthetics in surgical practice. He was taken 
away by death in the midst of his growing 
fame and usefulness. Mr. Joshua Pollard 
published a British Temperance Almanack 
for the years 1836 and 1837, and rendered 
valuable service to the youths' temperance 
societies in and around Leeds. Of this band 
Messrs. Pallister and Lees are the sole sur
vivors. 

The spirit and attitude of the Leeds Tem
perance Herald may be gathered from the 
following extract from its first leader from 
the pen of Mr. W. A. Pallister :-

"We enter upon our task with no light 
feelings. We are conscious that the position 
we have assumed is arduous and responsible. 
We are seeking to remedy a malignant and 
deep-rooted disease-a disease which preys 
upon the physical constitution, destroys the 
present happiness, and jeopardizes the eternal 
well-being of thousands around us. We are 
placing ourselves in open array against all the 
causes of intemperance-against those cus
toms which have overspread, like an insidious 
leprosy, the whole social system, and have 
been associated through long generations in 
unholy alliance with the hospitalities of our 
country, thus promoting and perpetuating 
the drunken pestilence of our land, with its 
inseparable catalogue of manifold evils. We 
have to oppose a mass of prejudice, ignorance, 
and folly, sanctioned for ages by the wise and 
virtuous. We have to contend against open 
hostility and chilling indifference, not only 
from the interested and the vicious, but also 
from those who ought to be ready for every 
good work and wo:rd. We stand in unfriendly 
attitude towards those who derive their gains 
from the sin and folly of the wretched drun
kard, to whose depraved taste and appetite 
they minister. But none of these things 
move us. We have counted the cost, and 
made our election. We are strong in the 
confidence of truth and the blessing of 
heaven. Our exclusive object is the glory 
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of God by the extension of human happiness, 
and we look for assistance from on high. 
Our hearts' desire and prayer to God is, that 
He will enable us to discharge our duty with 
all zeal, vigilance, fidelity, and discretion." 

And yet in the face of such declarations 
some dare to slander the men and the move
ment by saying the early teetotallers were 
infidels. Shame on them ! 

One of the most notable of the reformed 
drunkards of Leeds was JAMES GAUNT, who 
is said to have been Gaunt by name and 
gaunt in appearance. "He had a deep sepul
chral voice, a serious and earnest manner, 
and withal a sad story of an intemperate life 
to tell ; and so he made a marked and deep 
impression on the audiences he addressed. 
In 1835 he accompanied Mr. W. A. Pallister 
on a temperance tour through the East Riding 
of Yorkshire, where they preached the prin
ciples of total abstinence from all intoxicants. 
They went by way of Selby, and by steamer 
to Hull, and held a temperance meeting on 
board the steamer, where they incurred the 
displeasure of the steward, whose sales were 
thereby diminished. A young medical man 
invited them to share with him a huge pork 
pie, which they washed down with cold 
water. While agreeing with their views, he 
said he could not afford to avow and act upon 
them" (Preston Temperance .ddvocate, 1835, 
p. 55). 

Amongst the promoters of the old Temper
ance Society in Leeds was MR. (afterwards) 
Sm EDWARD BAINES, for many years pro
prietor of the L eeds Mercury, and afterwards 
M.P. for Leeds. He was for some time 
strongly opposed to the teetotal doctrine, but 
on the 9th November, 1837, he resolved to 
associate him.self with the teetotallers, and to 
become an abstainer from all kinds of intoxi
cating liquors. Mr. Baines became a warm 
friend of teetotalism, and afterwards pub
lished a tract entitled "Fifteen Years' Ex
perience of Total Abstinence," and in 1857 
it was reissued as "Twenty Years' Experi
ence;" both editions had an extensive circula
tion. Mr. Baines was also an indefatigable 
worker for the Yorkshire Union of Mechanics' 
Institutes, of which he was president for up
wards of twenty years. He died March 2d, 
1890, aged ninety years. 

As an illustration of the power of industry, 
abstemiousness, and Christlike zeal for the 
welfare of others, the life of JOHN DALE 

WooDCOCK, of Leeds, presents many valuable 
lessons, and stands forth as a beacon and a 
stimuluG to young men of the present day, 
well deserving their sincerest emulation. He 
was born in humble circumstances at Barns
ley in May, 1818, and at twelve years of age 
had to begin in earnest the battle of life. 
From the position of a warehouse boy, he 
rose step by step until by the time he was 
twenty-five years of age he became, through 
his perseverance and integrity, the most 
trusted overseer and adviser of his employer. 
In 1844 he entered into business on his own 
account, as calenderer of linen, stuff, and silk 
goods, and as years rolled on his business 
greatly increased, until in 1867 he decided to 
retire from commercial life, and give bis 
entire time to the social and moral elevation 
of others, a work in which he had been par
tially engaged even when most active in busi
ness. On the l 7th of March, 1840, Mr. Wood
cock gave himself heart and soul to the Leeds 
Temperance Society, perseveringly labouring 
for the extension of new local branches. In 
1842 he joined the Rechabites, and in 1875 
was High Chief Ruler of the Order. In the 
same year he married Miss Christiana Holt, 
in whom he found a diligent and judicious 
helpmate. Mr. Woodcock also took an active 
interest in the Band of Hope movement, and 
in Sunday-schools, having been a teacher at 
the early age of sixteen, then secretary, and 
afterwards superintendent. He also took an 
active part in local matters, being first a 
member of the Board of Surveyors of High
ways, then an overseer, member of the Board 
of Guardians, and in 1869-72 a member of 
the Leeds Town Council. He was a director 
of the Leeds Permanent Benefit Building 
Society, one of the managers of the Leeds, 
Skyrack, and Morley Savings Bank, and also 
a member of the old Leeds People's Concert 
Committee, and on the committees of the 
Musical Festivals of Leeds in 1874 and 1877. 
He also found time to devote to charitable 
institutions, and was active in the Lancashire 
Cotton Famine Fund, the Irish Famine Fund, 
&c., &c. We are told that he "never made 
an enemy in his work, for his was the charity 
which thinketh no evil. Quiet and unobtru
sive in manner, he was yet full of earnestness 
and zeal, and gifted with a power for the 
mastery of details, and a grasp of intellect, 
which made his help at all times invaluable." 
In 1876 the arrangements for the Leeds 
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Couference of the British Temperance League 
were, under the management of Mr. Wood
cock and his colleagues, most ad111irably 
carried out, as we can personally bear wit
nes . After a brief but painful illness, borne 
with Christian fortitude and resignation, be 
died at bis re idence in De Grey Terrace, 
Leeds, November 12th, 1882, at the age of 
sixty-four years. 

Tno~rAs ED"'ARD PLINT of Leeds was long 
and warmly attached to the temperance cause, 

and aided by his purse, his influence, and his 
personal labour other movements iu addition 
to temperance. He was a most zealous friend 
and supporter of Sabbath-schools, mechanics' 
institutions, and sanitary associations, and 
was a deacon at East Parade Chapel, Leeds. 
In 1 51 he published a work of considerable 
importance and merit, entitled "Crime in 
England; its Relation, Character, and Ex
tent." He died at Leeds, very suddenly, on 
the ll th of July, 1861. 
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THE MOVEMENT IN YORKSHIRE, 1834-1840-Continued. 

Mr. J. Taylor of Batley-Dr. J. Taylor of Birstall-The Masbam Discussion, Jordan v. Lees-Jarvis Crake
Jonathan Hutchinson and Charles Hutchinson of Selby-Frank Twi tleton, the Yorkshire Giant 
Farmer-W. A. Pallister in Wensleydale, Richmond, &c.-Conference of British Temperance Associ
ation-Long and Short Pledge Controversy-Protest of the Societies-Barnsley Temperance Society
J. H. Lupton of Barnsley-Halifax Total Abstinence Society Festival-David and Elizabeth Ward, 
Halifax-David Binns-Stephen Horner-Huddersfield Temperance Society-Joseph Wild-Pallister, 
Andrew, and And erson at Pateley Bridge-John Snow and the Cholera Vi itation, &c.-York Total 
Abstinence Society Instituted-Rev. R. Chester-W. Laycock-Medical Conference on "Is Sudden 
Abstinence Safe ?"-Joseph Spence of York-Rev. Thomas Snow, M.A. - Michael Croft-Ripon Tem
perance Society-James Dunnington-Thomas Walker-Hull- Total Abstinence Adopted-Dr. Firth
The Hull Temperance P ioneer-Visit of Pallister and Gaunt-An Adventure on the Sea-Dr. William 
Gordon-Frederick Hopwood-A Teetotal Church in Hull-William Morley-David Beale-Joseph 
Ellerton of Beverley-Bridlington Society-Mrs. Petty and the Cottingham Society-The Johnsons of 
Howden- Thomas Whittaker's Mission at Rotherham-George Hcsketh-H. and Miss Kempster-Charles 
Milner-Joseph Hadfield-Daniel and Mrs. Doncaster-Abraham Sharman of Sheffield--Bradford Tem
perance Hall Opened- Thomas Willis of Carperby-Middlesbro' on Tees-Clerical Opposition and 
Victory for the Working Men-T. "Whittaker's First Visit-Middlesbro' Pioneers' Fir ·t Festival-Thos. 
Wilkie-Dr. Fothergill proves to be a True Friend-The Wright Family-George Sunter-Joseph 
Bormond's Labours, &c. -Life, &c.-The 'raylor Family-Charles Bell as a Controversialist, &c.
Johnson Worthy- R. Cowley-R. Punshon- James Maw-Thomas Cook-The Seymour Family
John Jordison- Wm. Banks-John Duuning-Capt. W. Hastead-George and William Lennard- Wm. 
Laws-John Calvert-John S. Calvert-G. B. Wray- John Atkinson- T. Sanderson-Thomas and 
Mary Spence-T. Marley-Isaac Haigh-J. Lytbgoe. 

In the vicinity of Leeds there were a number 
of really vigorous total abstinence societies at 
an early period. One of the founders of the 
Batley Society was the late MR.JOHN TAYLOR, 
who took a warm interest in the movement, 
and trained his son-afterwards known as 
DR. J. TAYLOR of Birstall, near Leeds-in strict 
temperance principles. The doctor became an 
ardent, laborious worker in the cause, and was 
president of the Birstall Society. His home 
was very often the lodgings of the agents of 
the British Temperance League, and other 
organizations. During the whole period of 
his extensive practice he refrained from send
ing his patients to the wine merchant or the 
publican for physic. He died suddenly on 
Saturday, March 22d, 1879, in his forty-ninth 
year, much esteemed by a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances, many of whom followed his 
remains to the grave. 

In 1836 the Rev. T. F. Jordan, Baptist 
Minister of Masham, Yorkshire, who had been 
a teetotaller, entered the field as a public op
ponent of teetotalism, denouncing it as "un
philosophical, irrational, antiscriptural, and 
sinful," and ostentatiously challenged discus-

sion. Mr. F. R. Lees of Leeds took up the 
challenge, and, after due arrangements were 
made, the discussion was held at Masham on 
the 8th of November, 1836. It attracted large 
numbers from the town and surrounding 
villages, and amongst others who went to hear 
it was a party travelling in a common cart 
from Pateley Bridge. In this little party were 
two men of note in the temperance world-
W . .A. Pallister of Leeds, and Jarvis Crake, a 
reformed tinker. A conversation wiled away 
the tedium of the journey, a portion of which 
we give in Mr. Pallister's own words. He 
says: "Something in the accent of one of the 
party attracted my attention, and I said to 
him, 'Were you our chairman last night?' 
'Yes, I was.' 'Did you once reside in Leeds?' 
'Yes, I did.' 'Did you come one Saturday 
night, in your working dress and the worse 
for liquor, into Parker's Temperance Hotel, 
and try to poke fun at teetotalism and tee
totallers?' 'Yes, I did.' 'Do you remember 
two of us coming the following morning to see 
you at the address you gave us-a common 
lodging-house in Ebenezer Street?' 'Yes,' 
said he with a smile, 'and I remember that 
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we (the lodgers) sent for a quart of ale when 
you had gone to drink success to teetotalism.' 
'And are you the same man 1' 'I am.' 

"This changed man was Jarvis Crake. Some 
time after he was engaged as lecturer to the 
Yorkshire Temperance Union, and afterwards 
as agent of the Leeds Temperance Society
the most trusted, efficient, and popular agent 
the society ever had. He became an acceptable 
local preacher in the ·w esleyan Society. He 
married and removed to Harrogate, where 
after carrying on a successful business for some 
years as provision dealer, he suddenly died, 
respected and regretted by all who knew him. 

"Our party in the cart duly arrived at 
Masham, and took part in a meeting held in 
the afternoon, apropos of the discussion to take 
place in the evening. My friend, the reformed 
tinker, was one of the speakers, and put the 
whole thing on a rational and impregnable 
basis. 'The reverend gentleman,' said he, 
' may to-night confound us with Greek and 
Hebrew, and I know not what; but there is 
one thing in which he cannot confound us
that, whereas we were drunkards, now we are 
sober; which beats all his learning and all his 
logic."' (British Temperance Advocate, 1885, 
p. 85.) 

The chapel where the discussion took place 
was crowded to excess, and as Mr. Pallister 
was present, we give his own description of 
the proceedings. He say : "The manner of 
the reverend gentleman was high-flown, os
tentatious, and self-sufficient; but how any 
mortal man could conceive, and any mortal 
man could accept, as knowledge, the stuff be 
uttered, passes comprehension. 'The swellings 
of Jordan' were somewhat sublime in their 
way; turbulent, tortuous, turbid-throwing 
up a surging mass of rubbish-chemical, 
physiological, and biblical-which his oppo
nent sent down with triumphant force, into 
the Dead Sea of all forgotten things. The 
vote went against him-and no wonder,-for 
the people of the chapel naturally rallied round 
their 'pastor,' aided and abetted by several 
landlords and their customers. 'As for the 
truth, it liveth and conquereth for evermore,' 
and temperance truth has won great conquests 
even in Masham. The friends of 'moderation,' 
including, of course, maltsters, brewers, and 
landlords, presented the reverend gentleman 
with-not a tankard, but a silver teapot! Ma
sham grew too hot, or too cold for him-I don't 
know which,-and he left for somewhere in 

Cornwall. I had an impression that he re
canted his temperance errors, and turned tee
totaller; but Dr. Lees tells me the sorrowful 
fact that he fell into habits of intemperance 
and died a drnnkard ! Sad end of his 'mag
nificent' defence of moderation" (British Tem
perance Advocate, 1885, p. 86). 

In 1836 MR. JON.A.THAN HUTCHIN SON of 
Selby became a total abstainer, and to the 
end of his life was an active, consistent, and 
liberal supporter of the cause. He died J nly 
5th, 1872, at the age of seventy-four years. 
His son, CHARLES HUTCHINSON, a life tee
totaller, born in 1836, afterwards became the 
active secretary of the Selby Temperance 
Society, and held office for several years. I11 
1874 he and his wife and family left England 
for Askaloosa, where they remained for some 
time and did good work for temperance, &c., 
then removed to Des Moines, where he died, 
leaving three sons and one daughter. 

Mr. William Hutchinson of Gunby, near 
Selby, and Mrs. W. W. Morrell of York, 
members of the Hutchinson family, are actively 
engaged in temperance work. 

FRANCIS TWISTLETON of Horton, in Ribbles
dale, near Settle, better known as " Frank 
Twistleton, the giant Yorkshire farmer," was 
a remarkably tall, strong, well- built man, 
weighing 22 stones. In his youth be was 
accustomed to drink freely, believing that 
hard work could not be performed without 
the aid of stimulating drinks. In or about 
the year 1836 he was induced to abandon 
both the pot and the pipe, and by God's bless
ing on his sobriety and industry he rose to be 
one of the largest farmers and cattle-dealers 
in Yorkshire. He was in the habit of attending 
cattle-markets in the north of England, and 
whilst engaged in his business constantly 
sought, by the distribution of tracts and con
versation with the farmers and cattle-dealers, 
to induce them to follow his example. Mr. 
Twistleton was instrumental in leading hun
dreds of persons to become teetotallers, and 
many homes were blessed by his labours. On 
account of his size and social position he was 
a great attraction at teetotal meetings. 

After the meetings were over in connection 
with the Masham discussion, Mr. W. A. Pal
lister made for W ensley Dale, and held meet
ings at Askrigg, where he was most hospitably 
entertained by a family of Qnakers, at a farm
house about two miles off, and at Bainbridge; 
then on to Reeth and Richmond, where he 



TEETOTALISM IN YORKSHIRE. 173 

held meetings. At the latter place two clergy
men were present, one of whom he met some 
years after at Beverley, but did not recognize 
him. After their business was concluded, the 
clergyman said smiling, "You don't seem to 
know me, Mr. Pallister." " No, indeed, I 
don't." "Well, but I remember you giving 
an address in the infants' school at Richmond, 
and being surprised and amused at what you 
told us about the manufacture of port wine, 
which I have never tasted since." "Whether 
he tasted other kinds of wine I am not able 
to say," adds Mr. Pallister; "but this recog
nition and remembrance on the part of the 
Rev. Mr. Birtwhistle was very pleasant." 

The third annual conference of the British 
Temperance Association assembled at Leeds, 
July 4th, 5th, and 6th, 1837, when consider
able discussion took place on the subject of 
the form of pledge used, as this seemed to 
be the chief hindrance to the proposed amal
gamation of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society and the Association. The 
southerners disliked the clauses forbidding the 
<'giving and offering to others." The Rev. 
Francis Beardsall moved a resolution, recom
mending the societies to adopt the following 
form of pledge:- " I promise to abstain from 
all intoxicating drinks, except in cases of ex
treme necessity, and to discountenance the 
causes and practices of intemperance." 

Thi resolution was carried, and gave rise 
to a considerable amount of angry controversy 
and contention; for it was then, as now, easy 
enough to abstain, but not quite so easy to 
refuse giving and offering drink to others, as 
it was deemed rude and uncourteous to decline 
to pass the wine to those who had not adopted 
teetotal principles. It was unpleasant to be 
called "a. fanatic," or one with "a bee in his 
bonnet." 

Those who defended the new pledge con
tended that the medicinal and sacramental 
exceptions led to an abuse of the privilege; 
whilst, on the other hand, it was contended 
that the omission of the clause- not to give 
or offer intoxicating drinks to others-was 
nothing more nor less than a desire to open 
the door to temporizing and inconsistent ab
stainers. The Isle of Man Temperance Guar
dian attacked the new pledge, whilst the 
motives of the proposers were defended by the 
Leeds Ternperance Herald, Rev. F. Beardsall, 
and Mr. John Stubbin. This was the begin
ning of what was known as the "long" and 

"short pledge" controversy. The societies 
at Chester, Liverpool, Preston, Warrington, 
&c., protested against the new pledge, and 
threatened secession from the Association. 
At Chester, the "extreme necessity pledge," 
as a writer sarcastically termed it, was entirely 
scouted; but some of the members desired to 
have a second pledge, leaving out the words, 
"I will not give," &c. A society meeting was 

called, and the subject laid fully before it, 
when it was found that only one person, 
beside the mover and seconder, was in favour 
of the proposed amended pledge. 

At Liverpool a meeting was held, at which 
the following protest was ordered to be made:-

"We, the president, vice- president, and 
members of the Liverpool Total Abstinence 
Society, a sembled this 12th day of September, 
1837, in our assembly-room, Roe Street, do 
hereby enter our solemn and unanimous pro
test against the adoption of a pledge purport
ing to be one recommended by the British 
Association at their late meeting at Leeds; 
and bQing convinced that if that vague and 
ill-advised pledge were to become general, it 
would prove destructive to the true spirit of 
total abstinence, we call upon all total abstin
ence societies throughout the world to join 
us in rejecting it; and we hereby declare our 
unanimous resolve to adopt no pledge less 
binding than that agreed upon at the Preston 
Conference of 1836. 

"PATRICK FEARNON, President." 

The committee of the Preston society felt 
much aggrieved with the new or "Extreme 
Necessity" pledge, and at a full rueeting, held 
7th September, 1837, the following resolution 
was unanimously agreed to:-" Resolved that 
this meeting does not recognize the pledge as 
recommended by the Leeds Conference meet
ing, and unless that resolution be rescinded, 
and the original pledge as agreed upon at the 
Preston Conference in 1836 be still adhered 
to, the society will not consider itself as a 
branch, or hold any connection with the 
British Association" (signed by Henry Brad
ley, secretary, and published, with a letter of 
explanation, in the Preston Ternpernnce Ad
vocate, 18;37, pp. 76, 77). 

A similar protest was sent in from most 
of the Lancashire, Cheshire, and Yorkshire 
societies. It seemed almost as though this 
would be a death- blow to the Association, 
but by the perseverance and tact of its best 
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friends the difficulty was overcome, the ob
jectionable pledge withdrawn, and the Asso
ciation saved. The Rev. F. Beardsall hav
ing resigned the secretaryship at the Leeds 
Conference, Messrs. Joseph Livesey and F . R. 
Lees were appointed; but as the executive 
committee and acting officers were fixed at 
Leeds, most of the work fell into the hands 
of Joseph and John Andrew, of Leeds, until 
the conference of 1838. 

On February 8th, 1836, Mr.Richard Bay ldon, 
secretary of the Barnsley Temperance Society, 
wrote to Mr. Li \7esey reporting progress, and 
said:-" I am glad to find that temperance 
societies on the total abstinence principle are 
now establisbi11g all over the kingdom. They 
will prove a mighty engine in effecting much 
good in our present unsteady land. Some time 
ago (August, 1835) we had Teare and Grubb 
from your place, and latterly we have had 
Holker and Winter from Manchester-four 
good men and true. So invincible is truth, 
that methinks these four men are able to beat 
any forty men on the opposite side; indeed, 
for argument against them I have heard of 
uone here. Your Preston men did so Grubb 
up and Teare away from our eyes the evil of 
moderation, and so scattered it to the winds, 
that we have never heard of it since; indeed 
we had almost forgotten that we had anything 
of the kind. Within the period of the first 
two weeks of the establishing of our Total 
Abstinence Society, we did more real good 
than was effected during two years that the 
society was established on the moderation 
principle. We have a goodly number of mem
bers of the right sort, and only one or two 
backsliders; many reformed drunkards, whose 
zeal and general good conduct is a credit to the 
cause; twenty-six speakers on the plan, and 
some half-dozen of really able advocates, a few 
of whom from solicitation have delivered 
lectures at Wakefield and Dewsbury. We 
have also our native poet- Thomas Lister
consta.ntly exerting his muse on our behalf. 
May God bless him, as well as Anderton, in 
this their labour of love. We have also many 
of the Friends, commonly called Quakers, with 
us, one of whom, William Taylor, we reckon 
our father and president. This man is uni ver
sa Uy beloved. We are about to establish a 
Sick and Benefit Society on the teetotal 
principle" (British Temperance Advocate, 1836, 
p. 22). 

The British Temperance Advocate for 1885 

gave a series of papers, entitled "Some Re
miniscences of a Temperance Pioneer," from 
the pen of the veteran temperance pioneer of 
Leeds, Mr. W . A. Pallister, which drew forth 
an interesting letter from MR. J. H. LUPTON 
of Barnsley, from which we cull the following 
extract:-

" Forty-eight years ago (1837) I signed the 
temperance pledge, and I have kept it ever 
since, without having a single drop on the sly, 
which it used to be said teetotallers were in the 
habit of doing. Mr. Pallister was one of the 
men to whose speeches at that time I used to 
listen. His wit, humour, and genial good 
nature did much to win my youthful mind to 
temperance truth. I heard him at many places 
in my native town of Leeds, but chiefly in a 
large room in York Street, near the spot where 
St. J ames's Hall now stands. 

"On Sunday mornings I remember him 
coming in the neighbourhood where I lived 
to try and persuade druukards to sign the 
pledge-a practice more common then than 
now. I hope he will favour us with a few 
more 'Reminiscences'-! am intensely inter
ested in them, and read them with exquisite 
delight. 

"I must also thank Mr.John Andrew for the 
pains be used to take with me in lending me 
the Leeds Temperance Herald, Livesey's .Moral 
Reformer, and other temperance literature. 

"To Dr. Lees I must also render my tribute 
of thanks. I signed the pledge forty-eight 
years ago, after listening to one of his brilliant 
orations. 

"To these three men I am indebted, as a 
teetotaller, more than to any others. 

"I have conducted a day-school in this town 
forty-two years, have had over 4000 scholars, 
and have advised them all to be teetotallers. I 
have been president of the Barnsley Temper
ance Society fifteen years. I assisted in buying 
the Temperance Hall in this town for £1500, 
of which £1000 has been paid; and with the 
Rev. J obn Compston, who was then a minister 
in this town, I assisted in collecting between 
£400 and £500 " (British Temperance .Advo
cate, September, 1885). 

On J uue 28th, 1836, a three days' festival 
was commenced in connection with the anni
versary of the Halifax Total Abstinence 
Society, when there was a tea pa1ty, a pro
cession, and several public meetings. At the 
first meeting the Rev. J. White presided, and 
at the next Mr. G. B. Brown. 
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The speakers during the week were-Rev. 
J. Saunders, Rev. Theodore Drury, Messrs. 
Nichols, Astin, Swindlehurst, Howarth, Firth, 
Johnson, Andrew, Preston, Dennison, Briggs, 
and Rushforth. The report showed upwards of 
a hundred reformed drunkards, many of whom 
had identified themselves with the Christian 
church and exhibited in their lives and de
portment the validity of the change wrought 
in them. Not content with the work at home, 
the operations of the society were extended 
from village to village, &c., until eighteen 
societies in the district of Halifax were worked 
by a plan after the manner of the Methodist 
circuit plan, and the results were highly 
successful. Halifax has been favoured from 
the beginning with a band of earnest, faithful, 
and zealous workers, including Messrs. Thomas 
Riley, Joseph Walker, Benjamin Kenworthy, 
David Smith, David Ward, David Binns-a 
trio of Davids,-J oseph Thorp, Charles Watson, 
and others. 

DAVID WARD was originally a clogger, and for 
some years life was a struggle with him; but be 
was honourable and straight in all his business 
transactions-prompt in his payments and fair 
in his dealings. He was one of the first 
teetotallers in Halifax, and established the 
first temperance hotel in that town, at the 
south end of North Bridge, near to the old 
Bishop Blaize, from whence he removed to 
We ley Court, to premises on the site now 
occupied by the borough accountant's office. 
Here a reading-room was started by a few 
private individuals, and afterwards the pre
mises were occupied by the Halifax Improve
ment Society and Mechanics' Institute. Mr. 
Ward's business prospered, as well as the 
hotel, and be was induced to venture on pre
mises in Broad Street, where he made his 
fortune. While in Broad Street Mr. Ward 
built a number of cottages on Saville Park, a 
new locality, and the venture was looked upon 
by many as a risky one, but in time the pro
perty became very valuable. Into one of 
these houses Mr. Ward removed when he 
retired from business, and enjoyed for years 
a spell of quiet comfortable life. He was 
a staunch supporter of the British Temper
ance League and the United Kingdom Alli
ance, he an<l his wife being regular attendants 
at the annual meetings. He died in farch, 
1884, at the age of eighty-two years. His wife, 
Mrs. ELIZABETH WARD, was a grand worker, 
and one who, in days of persecution, irnbly 

stood by the temperance principle, and did 
much good by a free distribution of temper
ance literature. She survived her husband 
nearly four years, departing this life January 
5th, 1888, at the age of eighty-six years. 

MR. DAVID BINNS succeeded the late Joseph 
Thorp as president of the Halifax Temperance 
Society. He was a sound financier, and on 
accepting office he did much, in conjunction 
with Mr. Blakey and Mr. Charles Watson, 
who was then treasurer of the society, to set 
the finances of the society on a sound basis. 
Mr. Binns was an esteemed member of the 
Society of Friends, and was for nearly half a 
century in business in Halifax. On the in
corporation of the borough he was elected to a 
seat in the Council, and afterwards became an 
alderman. Up to a late period in life he was 
an active member of the Board of Guardians. 
He was a warm supporter of the British 
Temperance League and other organizations, 
and a thorough teetotaller. He changed worlds 
in November, 1883, having almost reached the 
ripe age of eighty-four years. 

Another of the earnest, untiring, and faithful 
workers in Halifax was the late STEPHEN 
HoR ER, who was born at Burnsall, in Wharf
dale, in November, 1817. In early life he 
went to live near to Halifax, and for over 
forty years was connected with the Halifax 
Total Abstinence Society. During the whole 
of that time he had been a member of the 
committee, and for twenty-four years held the 
important position of secretary. On his re
tirement, two or three years before his death, 
he was presented by the friends in Halifax 
with a handsome illuminated address and his 
portrait in token of their esteem. We are told 
that, except when prevented by illness, he was 
never absent from the meetings, either public 
or private. The arrangements for the meetings 
were always safe in his bands, and the comfort 
and convenience of the speakers were always 
attended to. He died on the 8th of January, 
1890, at the age of seventy-two years. 

In 1836 Mr. Thomas Whittaker, as agent 
to the British Temperance Association, paid 
his first visit to Huddersfield, and in March, 
1837, there was a discussion as to whether the 
two pledges should be continued or the total 
abstinence pledge should be the only pledge of 
the society. The result of the voting was 160 
for total abstinence only and 38 for both 
pledges to continue. This caused a change in 
the official management of the society. Many 
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clergymen and others who ought to have been 
the first to support the change left the society. 
The new officers were: President, Thomas 
Sheppard; treasurer, R. Willett; secretaries, 
John Stuttard and .T. A. Robinson; committee, 
Thomas Watson, J ames Bowker, J. North, 
A. Nichol, G. Sykes, J. Hanson, E. Greenwood, 
J. Walker, T. Dumville, Joseph Bowker, Wil
liam Haigh, J. Eastwood, J. Hirst, and H. 
Washington (British Temperance Advocate, 
1883, pp. 10, 19). 

JosEPH WILD was born of humble parentage 
in the year 1824. At the age of eleven he 
signed the pledge, following the example of 
his father. He began to take au interest in 
temperance meetings and to recite temperance 
pieces. When about fourteen years of age be 
removed to Huddersfield, and at eighteen 
became a member of the committee of the 
Huddersfield Temperance Society, and at a 
later period held the office of honorary secre
tary for over ten years. After that he was for 
nearly twenty years a vice-president of the 
society. In 1840 he, with others, founded the 
Huddersfield Band of Hope Union, of which 
he was for many years the active president. 

A striking example of the changes pro
duced by strict adherence to temperance prin
ciples, and on the other band by habits of 
intemperance, is shown in the fact, that the 
very man who dismissed young Wild from his 
employment because be refused to take brandy
sauce to pudding at dinner became a degraded 
drunkard and a complete wreck, actually 
earning a Ii velihood by acting as messenger 
for the very man whose teetotalism when a 
boy was so offensive to him. This man finally 
died of delirium t?·emens, while Mr. Wild rose 
to a high social position in the town of his 
adoption. 

During the five years that Mr. Wild was a 
member of the Board of Guardians he was in
strumental in securing a change in the prescrip
tion of alcohol as a medicine in the workhouse, 
reducing the expenditure to the extent of 
nearly £100 per annum. In 1869 he was 
elected a town-councillor, and became actively 
engaged in local governmental matters, al
ways keeping his temperance principles to 
the front. He became an enthusiastic Good 
Templar, and in 1872 was commissioned as 
district-deputy for the southern division of 
the W est Riding of Yorkshire, and succeeded 
in raising the district from 7 lodges with 300 
members to 112 lodges with upwards of 7000 

members. He is still an active worker in the 
Huddersfield district, and well known as an 
earnest temperance reformer. 

In the spring, or early in the summer of 
1836, Messrs. John Andrew, junr., and W. A. 
Pallister of Leeds were induced to pay a visit 
to the little market-town of Pateley Bridge, in 
the picturesque Yorkshire dales. They went 
on the invitation of Mr. W. A. Redman, 
tinner and brazier, of that town, who during 
a brief residence in Leeds, in the early days 
of the movement, had been associated with 
the good work, especially as a house-to-house 
visitor on Sunday mornings. He removed to 
Bridlington, and laboured in the cause there, 
then settled in Pateley Bridge, and secured 
the assistance of his old associates, Andrew 
and Pallister, in trying to start the move
ment at the little town named. 

After an interview with MR. JORN SNOW, 
then a young medical assistant, a meeting was 
held, wheu, in addition to the stirring addresses 
of the zealous young advocates from Leeds, Mr. 
Snow read a paper on the physiological action 
of alcohol. Mr. Snow was already an advanced 
student of temperance and a total abstainer. 
In the fifth year of his apprenticeship with 
a surgeon at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, a great 
cholera epidemic broke out in that town and 
neighbourhood. This was in the years 1831-
32. In the emergency Mr. Snow was sent by 
his ma ter, Mr. Hardcastle, to take the 
medical charge of Killingworth Colliery. 
Amongst the articles in course of packing 
preparatory to his going was a case of brandy. 
Having for two years been an earnest ab
stainer from alcoholics on hygienic grounds, 
and having no faith in the curative proper
ties of brandy in cases of cholera, he objected 
to take it, but was overruled. His success 
amongst the colliers and their families was 
such as to bring him before the profession as 
a young man of mark. On his return to New
castle Mr. Hardcastle said: "Well, Snow, 
you've done exceedingly well." And he 
promptly replied: "No thanks to the brandy, 
for the bottles were never uncorked." 

His brother, the Rev. Thomas Snow of 
Underbarrow Vicarage, who relates this 
story, observes: "I cannot think that his 
success was the result of any special skill, or 
outside the province of alcohol, of any spe
cial knowledge. I can only attribute it to 
the discarding of the brandy. If this be so
and I do not see how it can be otherwise-



TEETOTALISM IN YORKSHIRE. 177 

the terrible mortality of the visitation of the 
epidemic of cholera in this country in 1831-
32 was augmented by the unfortunate mis
take entertained by the medical profession in 
the general administration of brandy." 

Our own experience, at a later period, in the 
terrible cholera visitation that struck down so 
many in the Cleveland and South Durham 
districts, fully confirms this view. The writer 
was in the very midst of it, had relatives and 
workmates stricken by the plague, and wher
ever he had influence or power the brandy 
was discarded, in some cases actually thrown 
into the street, and the patients recovered in 
every case, while those who took the brandy, 
&c., died. His own sister had two attacks, 
and was saved by this action on the part of 
himself and his own medical adviser. 

Messrs. Andrew and Pallister took with 
them a reformed drunkard named Thomas 
Anderson, "as," says Mr. Pallister in his Re
miniscences, "the spies took the grapes from 
Eshcol, as a specimen of the 'fruits' of tee
totalism." On the morrow after the meeting 
named Mr. Andrew left Pateley Bridge, but 
Messrs. Pallister and Anderson remained to 
the end of the week, holding meetings at 
som of the neighbouring villages, with en
(luring results. 

In .June, 1836, Mr. John Snow went to 
visit his parents and the family at the old 
home in the city of York, before going up 
to London in the autumn to "walk the 
hospitals" and otherwise qualify for his di
ploma. His first walk into the heart of the 
city was taken with the express object of as
certainiug the best means of introducing tee
totalism. Mr. Snow heard of another young 
man who was on a visit to bis friends, and 
was also bent ou the same errand. They 
were introduced to each other, and learning 
that the Rev. R. Chester, a Methodist minister, 
was a teetotaller, they waited upon him, and 
arrangements were made for a meeting in his 
chapel on the 30th June. The other young 
gentleman was Mr. William Laycock, who 
had been brought up in York, but was then 
teaching a school at Barnsley. Several of the 
members of Mr. Snow's family were present 
at this meeting, his mother taking an active 
interest in the arrangements for the comfort 
of those present. 

The Rev. R. Chester and Messrs. Snow 
and Laycock addressed the meeting, the result 
being seven pledges taken as the nucleus of a 

VOL. I. 

society. Their next step was to secure the 
Merchants' Hall for meetings, the governor 
of w bich was Mr. John Jackson, a grocer 
and spirit merchant, who readily granted per
mission, and " manifested a courtesy which 
was more creditable to him than was one of 
the branches of bis occupation." 

The first public meeting in this ball was 
held on the 6th of July, when Mr. John 
Andrew, junr., of Leeds, delivered a lecture, 
at the close of which :fifteen pledges were 
taken, making a total membership of twenty
two. Mr. Laycock soon returned to his duties 
at Barnsley, but Mr. Snow remained until 
September, continuing his efforts for the pro
motion of the cause. 

Through the influence of Mr. Snow, tee
totalism was brought before the inhabitants 
of Layerthorpe and Acomb. He secured the 
use of the Bilton Street school-room, Layer
thorpe, where a meeting was held, and anotl:ier 
at Acomb, under the presidency of the clergy
man, where be read his paper on the action of 
alcohol. Mr. Joseph Spence became secretary 
of the York Temperance Society, and the 
movement thus began by these young men 
ma.de satisfactory progress (British Temper
ance Advocate, 1886, pp. 195, 196). 

Weekly meetings of the society were held 
in the Merchants' Hall, and as every active 
worker was invited to take his. turn on the 
platform, and reformed drunkard were en
couraged to relate their experience, there was 
seldom any lack of speakers. Valuable aid 
was rendered by the brothers John and J osepb 
Andrew, W. A. Pallister, and others from 
Leeds; Edward Grubb, James Teare, and 
Joseph Livesey of Preston, and several others. 
The first anniversary, or festival, was held in 
the concert-room, in the summer of 1837, 
when, in addition to local gentlemen, Messrs. 
John Andrew, F. R. Lees, and a number of 
the Leeds advocates were on the platform, 
several of whom addressed the public meet
ing, which was preceded by a tea meeting. 
From this time the York Society continued 
its operations in a regularly organized and 
successful manner, one point always being 
kept in view, namely, the holding of a public 
meeting at a fixed hour and place on a given 
night every week. 

After being some weeks in London, Mr. 
Snow had occasion to write to the late Mr. 
Joseph Spence, secretary of the York Society. 
The postage from London to York beingeleven-

12 
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pence at that time, it was customary for letters 
to pass from one friend to another, and Mr. 
Spence sent the letter to Mr. Snow's parents. 
It gave an account of a meeting of medical 
men, which Mr. Snow attended, when the 
question under discussion was-" Is sudden 
abstinence safe?" In the course of the dis
cussion statistics of mortality were produced, 
showing a marked difference in the lives of 
abstainers, and that in their favour-a fact 
which made a considerable impression upon 
the meeting; but on the question being put 
to the vote there was a slight majority against 
it. Mr. Snow concluded by saying, "A mass 
of evidence will soon be accumulated that can
not easily be withstood." And the "fanatics" 
did produce that evidence in due time. 

On the 2d of May, 1838, Mr. Snow passed 
his examination, and was entered duly as a 
member of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England; and in October of the same year 
was duly qualified in medicine. He became 
a member of the Medical Society of London, 
now called the Westminster Medical Society; 
and eventually his merits were fully recog
nized by his election to presidential honours. 
In October, 1841, he read a remarkable paper 
on "Asphyxia, and on the Resuscitation of 
New-born Children," which was published and 
circulated. He also invented an instrument 
for performing the operation of paracentesis 
of the thorax, which was fully described in 
the Jfedical Gazette of January 2 th, l 842. 
He contributed other very valuable papers to 
the ame journal, and in November, 1 43, 
obtained the degree of M.B., and in the follow
ing year M.D., coming o 1t in the first division. 
In 1 45 he was elected lecturer on forensic 
medicine at the Aldersgate School of Medi
cine, which appointment he held till the school 
ceased in 1849. In 1846 he gave his attention 
to the subject of painless operations by the 
inhalation of ether, and invented an improved 
inhaler, which was highly successful. He pub
lished a work on the subject, which proved 
that he had mastered it in every detail, and 
the book was beginning to be appreciated 
when the discovery of chloroform was an
nounced. In 1 48 Dr. Snow commenced a 
series of experimental papers on narcotic 
vapours in the ]J.fedical Gazette, which were 
continued until 1851. Dr. B. W . Richardson 
speaks in the highest terms of cotnmendation 
of these papers, and · says they will "always 
remain as a memorable record in the history 

of medical literature. But the great points 
in the papers are those in which the author 
enters on the physiological action of narcotics. 
Here appear the generalizations and insights 
into the relations of allied phenomena which 
mark the man of true power" (The Asclepiad, 
No. 15, vol. 4, p. 283). 

Dr. Snow next directed his attention to the 
consideration of the cause and propagation of 
cholera, and in 1849 published a pamphlet on 
the subject. During the outbreak of that fear
ful scourge in London, in 1854, he laboured 
incessantly, and clearly proved that the im
pure water supply was one great cause of so 
many fatal cases. The whole of his inquiries 
in regard to cholera were published in 1 55. 

Dr. Snow also belonged to the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical, Pathological, and Epidemio
logical Societies, and to the British Medical 
Association. In 1855 he gave evidence be
fore the select committee on the Public 
Health and N uisa.nces Removal Bill, and 
afterwards set forth the whole of his argu
ments in a letter to Sir Benjamin Hall. 

In 1853 he administered chloroform to Her 
Maje~ty the Queen at the birth of Prince Leo
pold, and again in 1857 at the birth of the 
Princess Beatrice. "Many rumours as to 
the extent of his gains," says his biographer, 
Dr. B. W. Richardson, "abounded, which it 
is right to correct. His largest income was 
£1000 a year. It never exceeded that sum. 
For this he administ red chloroform or other 
amesthetic about 450 times annually, taking 
an average of ten years preceding his death. 
In many cases his services were gratuitously 
supplied." 

"In his private relations, Dr. Snow was a 
man of the strictest integrity and purest 
honour. The experiences of life, instead of 
entwining round him the vices of the world, 
had weaned him from the world. Without 
any pretence, maintaining no connection with 
sect or party, he carried out a practical re
ligion, independently of any hypothesis or 
abstruse profession, which few professors could 
approach . A child of nature, he knew no 
way of recognizing the Divine influences so 
purely as in silent and inexpres::;ible admira
tion of those grand external phenomena, 
which each moment convey to men of his 
character, the direct impression of a power 
all present, and revealing itself for ever" 

· (Ibid., p. 299). 
Dr. Snow never was a strong man, and 
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died in the midst of his success, being seized 
with paralysis while at work at the MS. of 
bis last book, on the lOth of June, 1858, and 
passed away at 3 P.M. on the 16th. He was 
buried in Brompton Cemetery, a simple 
memorial being erected by a few of the 
friends who knew him best. He was a 
faithful supporter of his early principles to 
the very last. 

MR. JOSEPH SPENCE, the energetic secre
tary of the York Temperance Society, was a 
member of the "Society of Friends," and one 
of the founders of the Friends' Tempera.nee 
Society iu London, a vice-president of the 
British Temperance League, and a liberal 
subscriber to the U nitecl Kingdom Alliance. 
He died at York, March 4th, 1872, aged 
sixty-eight years. 

The REV. TnoMAS SNow, vicar of Under
banow, near Kendal, brother of Dr. John 
Snow, is the bearer of a name well known 
to the readers of temperance literature, par
ticularly the British T e11ipe1·ance Advocate and 
Western T emperance H erald, which have for 
years past been enriched by" Personal Recol
lection " of intense interest, by articles on 
almost every phase of the movement, and by 
items of news of great value. 

Mr. Snow is a native of the city of York, 
where in 1835 he joined the old Moderation 
Society, then carried on by good well-mean
ing men, some of whom em braced teetotalism 
readily, as soon as the light of truth dawned 
on their minds. He tells us that the society 
was productive of good, inasmuch as it kept 
the evils of the drink before the attention of 
the public, and prepared the way for the 
.adoption of the higher, better principle. He 
says (Advocate, 1887, p. 148), "A zealous 
friend of that society was thus accosted by a 
minister : 'You either go too far, or you do 
not go far enough. There is a far greater 
amount of drunkenness resulting in this 
country from the drinking of ale, beer, and 
wine than from the drinking of ardeut spirits; 
and, therefore, if you are right in forbidding 
the one, you should also forbid the other, and 
if you are right in allowing the one, you 
should also allow the other."' 

In June, 1836, Mr. Snow met his brother 
John at the house of a relative, near Ripon. 
Theyspentadaytogethtcvisiting Studley Park 
and neighbourhood, and "under the shade 
of one of the magnificent trees of that lovely 
park," he heard the paper which John had 

read a few weeks before at Pateley Bridge, 
and elates his introduction to teetotalism from 
that day. A few days afterwards the young 
doctor went to York, and but for an engage
ment elsewhere Mr. Thomas Snow's name 
would have been added to the seven who 
signed and formed the nucleus of the York 
Total Abstinence Society. He did sign 
shortly afterwards, and for nearly fifty-four 
years has been a faithful and valuable friend 
of the cause. 

In 1874 Mr. Snow entered upon bis duties 
at U nderbarrow, and found that the people 
bad a confirmed impression that alcoholic 
liquors were necessary and beneficial to those 
engaged in hard work, and particularly in the 
harvest-field in hot weather. Mr. Snow com
menced to collect testimonies and facts to 
dispel this illusion. In 1877 he published 
a pamphlet of twenty-four pages, headed 
"Hard Work in the Fields in Hot Weather." 
A collection of testimonies showing the bene
fit of total abstinence from all intoxicating 
drinks in the hay and harvest season, which 
did goo<l. service, and has been supplemented 
by the Church of England Temperance 
Society, and by a larger pamphlet by Mr . 
.Abbey. 

Probably no man in the city of York was 
so well known as a plain-spoken, uncompro
misfog teetotaller than was the late MR. 
M1crrAEL CROFT, proprietor of the City Tem
perance Hotel, York. He wa the means of 
hundreds signing the pleJge, and at his death 
he left behind him a collection of pledge-book 
counterfoils such as few men were possessed 
of. Many a working man was rescued from 
the slavery of intemperance by the energy 
and power of Mr. Croft, and it is no exag
geration to say that he was beloved by hun
dreds. He was for some time a member of 
the city council, and even there he was not 
afraid to do his part in trying to check the 
evils flowing from the liquor traffic. Al
though a powerful man of fine physique, he 
suffered severely from asthma, and diecl in 
March, 1886, from bronchial affection. He 
was a valued member of the Methodist Free 
Church, and his remains were followed to the 
grave by a large concourse of sorrowing 
friends, and earnest Christian and temper
ance reformers. 

In 1 36 the Ripon Temperance Society on 
the basis of total abstinence was duly estab
lished, the first pledged teetotaller being MR. 
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JAMES DUNNINGTON, who signed in 1835. He 
and his wife began one of the earliest tem
perance hotels, and were well known ·~o most 
of the eal'ly advocates, who always found a 
hearty welcome at their home. They believed 
in entire abstinence, and neither as a beverage 
or as medicine did they permit any intoxicants 
to cross their threshold if they knew it. Mr. 
Dunnington gave his support to almost every 
phase of the movement. He was 01ie of the 
early Rechabites of Ripon, and at the com
mencement of the Alliance movement, he 
readily became a member, and was an enthu
siastic supporter to the last. His last public 
act was in connection with the jubilee of the 
Ripon Temperance Society, which he attended 
and helped to make successful. He died, 
October 22d, 1886, at the age of sixty-nine 
years. 

THOMAS WALKER, a lace merchant in Ripon, 
was "a truly Christian and benevolent man, 
giving away some hundreds of pounds in 

. charity." One of the last acts of his life was 
the signing of a cheque for £100 towards 
building a new temperance ball in Ripon. 
He was a guardian of the poor, and a town 
councillor, in both of which capacities bis 
unflinching though courteous cou istency in
variably secured him respect. Ile was for 
many years a member of, and a liberal sub
scriber to the funds of the British Temper
ance League. Mr. Walker died on the lOth 
of January, 1 58, in the sixty-seventh year 
of his age. 

For some years a society on the moJ.eration 
principle had existed in Hull, but early in 
1836 Mr. William Pollard, agent for the 
Yorkshire Temperance Society, introduced 
teetotalism, when MR. R. FIRTH (afterwards 
Dr. Firth) and several others signed the 
teetotal pledge. They kept addiug to their 
numbers until they had increased the list to 
fifty, when Messrs. John Andrew jun., W-
Embler, and Thomas Atkinson of Leeds paid 
them a vi it, the result being the total aban
donment of the moderation pledge. 

Mr. Firth was at this time the conductor 
0f a large seminary for respectable boys, in 
the old Freemasons' Hall, of which he was 
the lessee- allowing it to be freely used for 
temperance meetings, in which he took a 
constant and prominent part. Mr. Firth 
became secretary of the society, and was 
editor of the Hull Temper·ance Pio"neer, and 
also the writer of a valuable ''Essay on SaC?·a-

mental Wine, in which is shown the sinfulness 
of using intoxicating 'Wine in the !Joly Eucha
rist" (p-.1blished in pamphlet form in 1 41). 
He was also one of the vice-president of 
the British Tern perance League, and attended 
most of its conferences up to the year in 
which he died. Mr. Firth had made a pro
posal for the insurance of his life in 1 49; 
but was too late, for before it could be com
pleted he was stricken down with cholera
a disease of which he entertained a morbid 
dread-and died therefrom, lamented by a 
large circle of friends and co-workers. 

Mr. W. A. Pallister of Leeds, and J arnes 
Gaunt of that town, visited Hull, and made 
the acquaintance of Mr. Firth and the Bull 
teetotallers, and were the first to introduce 
teetotalism into G1·imsby, Hornsea, and Skip
sea. Mr. Pallister tells us iu his Reminis
cences of a Pioneer, that "while going down 
the coast from Hornsea to Skipsea his friend 
Gaunt thought he should like a sail on the 
sea, They hailed a 'cobble,' got in, but it 
'wobbled' about so much that James got 
alarmed, and to the great amusement of the 
two men in charge he entreated like a great 
girl to be put again on shore. Safe there 
he spread his florid silk handkerchief on a 
large boulder, aud sat down to gaze at th e 
rolling sea, from whose perils he had just 
escaped. After awhile he got up, and when 
he had walked a mile or so forward he foun l 
to his dismay that he had left his valuable 
'silk' behind him; he turned back to the 
spot, only to discover that the wind or some 
other agency had carried his ilk away. 
James was down in the mouth about it, and 
vowed he would never do so again. Arrived 
at the farm where \Ye were to be entertained, 
we joined the lads and lasses in making hay 
in the afternoon, and in the eveuing had a 
good meeting in the Wesleyan chapel. Some 
years after this, while on a temperance v'isit 
to Bridlington, I stayed at the house of the 
secretary of Bridlington Temperance Society. 
His wife, afLer turning my name over several 
times, said she remembered a young man of 
that name, who with a reformed drunkard 
had visited her father's house at Skipsea 
when she was a girl, and afterwards pub
lished a book of temperance essays which she 
had. Was I the same person? On being 
assured of that, she fairly jumped from her 
'seat overjoyed· at.the nieeting; hor w·as I the . 
less so. Drink, she said, had been the curse,. 
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and teetotalism the blessing of her family. 
Angels have joy over repentant sinners, and 
mortals have joy in meetiugs such as these." 
(British Temperance Advocate, 1885, p. 55). 

An accouut of this trip was published in 
the Preston Temperance Advocate, September, 
1 ;35, so that the mission of 1\Iessrs. Pal
lister and Gaunt must have been in the 
summer of that year. 

Amongst the early friends of the movement 
in Hull, few were more indefatigable than 
the late ·w1LLIAM GORDON, M.D., F.L.S. 
Dr. Gordon was born in .August, 1 01, and 
took his degree of M.D. in 1 41. He took a 
deep interest in the temperance reformation, 
and for several years delivered valuable 
atldre. ses for the society. In 1 45 he was 
elected president of the Hull Christian Tem
perance Society, and died, February 7th, 1 49, 
in his 52<l year. His son-iu-law, the Rev. 
Newman Hall of London, gave the life of Dr. 
Gordon wide publicity in 'J.1/ie Oliristian Philo
soplzm· Triump hing over Death. 

Near to the spot where lie the rnmains 
-0f Dr. Gordon, in the Hull Cemetery, is 
th resting-place of one who was a valiant 
worker in the temperance ranks, the late MR. 
FREDERICK HOPWOOD. Mr. Hopwood de
voteu the early part of hi s life to the move
ment while residing at Pocklington, uear 
York, when, as a young and vigorous man, 
he wa, known as an earnest and eloquent 
advocate of true temperance. 

He wa for . ome time the able and zealous 
ecretary of the Briti h Temperauce Associa

tion, and discharged his duties iu such a 
manner as to secure general approba,tion. 
During his official connection with the Hull 
T emperance Society it acquired power, respect, 
and considerable funds. He died at Bridling
ton, whither he had gone for the benefit of 
his health, September lst, 1852, at the age of 
forty-nine years. His body was brought to 
Hull, and interred in the presence of a vast 
concourse of people, the last rites being per
formed by the Rev. James Sib1·ee and the 
Rev Mr. Pulsford. 

In 1839 the Rev. Mr. MESSER, after spend
ing six months in temperance work in Lin
colnshire, settled in Hull, and formed a teetotal 
church, with non-intoxicating wine at the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper. He was 
pastor of this church from 1839 to 1848. 

Another good frieud and supporter of the 
cause in Hull was MR. WILLIAM MoRLEY, 

who was one of the few in his station of life 
whose mind was open to the reception of the 
light, and enabled to perceive the true char
acter of the t ern perance movement while it 
was in its infancy, aud needed suppo1t and 
encouragement. He was for many years 
iJ.eutified with the cause in Hull, and was 
a vice-president of the British Temperance 
League, and a steady supporter of its funds. 
His example and influence were of immense 
value to the movemeut in this district. Mr. 
Morley died at Hull, in May, 1857. 

A notable character in this district was 
Ma. DAVID BEALE, the teetotal auctioneer 
and witty advocate of temperance, who visited 
some of the northe1·n towns to advocate tee
totalism. 

In 1 38 1R. J osEPH ELLERTON, a hatter of 
Beverley, attended the first teetotal meeting 
held in that town, and signed the pledge, 
h:.wing been a free drinker of malt liquors 
previous to that time. He proved his tidelity 
to the principle he had espoused by founding 
a total abstinence society in Beverley, and 
firmly and faithfully advocating its claims 
to the encl of his life. He died January 
22d, 1862, aged seventy-one years. 

On the 13th July, 1835, a teetotal society 
was instituted at Bridlington, the first festival 
being held in the Town Hall, when Messrs. 
John and Joseph Andrew of Leeds attended, 
and many signed the pledge. Up to 1 53 the 
meetings were held in the Friends' Meeting 
House, but in that year a temperance hall 
was erected costing £600, the foundation 
stone being laid by Mr. F. Hopwood of Hull, 
which was one of the last public acts of his 
life. Thjs was once a very successful society . 

In the year 1836 a young lady from the 
village of Cottingham, near Hull, paid a. vi it 
to Leed , and while there had her attention 
directed to the subject of teetotalism. She 
signed the pledge, and returned home a zealous 
enthusiastic temperance reformer. Beginning 
at home, she induced the members of her own 
family, and then those aron nd her to follow 
her example, and thus a total abstinence 
society was formed. About seven years after
wards she became the wife of an earnest tee
totaller in Leeds, afterwards well known as 
Councillor Petty of that town. Even as a 
wife and mother she continued to be a devoted 
worker in the cause, conducting experience 
meetings in many of the surrounding towns 
and villages in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 



182 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

From time to time the theatre, some of the 
chapels, and all the temperance halls of Leeds 
were the scenes of these gatherings; ~md the 
remembrance of them has sent a thrill through 
many a heart, for they were the commence
ment of a new life to them. 

For some years Mrs. Petty resided in Otley, 
and while there, along with her husband, be
came the instrument of giving an impetus to 
temperance work, which was felt and seen 
long after. In 1884 Mrs. Petty was presented 
with an address and a gold watch and chain 
by the friends of temperance in Leeds, as a 
mark of their appreciation of her zealous and 
disinterested labours amongst them. Her 
later years were spent in connection with the 
Perseverance Temperance Society, in the west 
end of Leeds, the foundation stone of the tem
perance hall belonging to the society being 
laid by her on the 14th of April, 1873; and a 
considerable sum was raised by her, in various 
ways, towards the building fund. She de
parted this life on the 4th of June, 1881, in 
the sixty-second year of her age. 

At Howden, in the East Riding of York
shire, a total abstinence society was formed, 
October 24tb, 1837, when amongst those 
who became members were a family named 
Johnson; Mrss MARY .JoHNSON's name being 
second on the roll of the society. They were 
earne t, active workers in the cause, and 
proved that total abstinence is conducive to 
health and long life. MR. ABRAHAM JOH SON 
died, August 12th, 1859, aged ninety years. 
MRs. J OIINSON, also a member of the above 
society from the commencement, died April 
15th, 1 G3, at the age of ninety-three years. 
Mi s Mary Johnson continued to be a true 
fri end of the movement to the last, and was 
delighted to meet any of the old advocates 
who had been her father's guests in the early 
days of the Howden Temperance Society. 
She died at her brother's residence in Lon<lon, 
September 18th, 1882, at the age of seventy
eight years. 

Early in 1836, while labouring at Sheffield, 
Mr. Thomas Whittaker, who rendered valu
able service to the Sheffield society during 
that year, induced three teetotallers from 
Epworth-who were staying at W . C. Beard
sall's Temperance Hotel, Sheffield,-to join 
him in making a teetotal raid upon Rother
ham. After securing the use of the Primi
tive Methodist chapel; or preaching-room, 
buying candles to light it with, paper, pens, 

ink, &c., to write out pledges, Mr. Whittaker 
went out with his rattle and invited the 
people to attend the meeting. Amongst those 
who responded to the invitation was Mr. 
Edward Chrimes, who was deeply interested 
in the proceedings, and was afterwards a 
staunch and true friend of, and a zealous 
worker in the cause; but it was not until a 
later period that a total abstinence society 
was duly organized at Rotherham. 

In March, 1837, Mr. George Hesketh, a 
commercial traveller from Manchester, held 
a meeting at Rotherham, and advocated the 
claims of teetotalism so forcibly as to induce 
Mr. H. Kempster, Miss Kempster, and Mr. 
Thomas Wigfield to sigu the t eetotal pledge. 

Amougst the veteran temperance reformers 
of Sheffield, few were more earnest, devoted, 
and faithful than MR. Cn.A.RLES MILNER, who 
was a true friend to the last, dying in May, 
1887, at the age of ninety-one years. 

MR. J OSEPII HADFIELD was another of the 
Sheffield veterans. He was born at Bakewell, 
Derbyshire, in 1815, and from an early age 
was a staunch teetotaller. At the age of 
twenty-seven he removed to Sheffield, where 
in a small way he commenced business as a 
marble mason. Being a skilful workman, 
and thoroughly reliable, he succeeded in time 
in making the business very lucrative. He was 
an excellent type of a Christian gentleman, 
and a useful and worthy member of the 
Methodist Free Church. For some years he 
served the town in the capacity of overseer 
of the poor, and then entered the Town Coun
cil. He was selected by the St. Peter's Bur
gesses Association, and by the temperance 
party, and was returned without opposition. 
His connection with the council lasted for 
nine years, being re-elected at the end of each 
term unopposed. He was a warm friend of 
the British Temperance League, United 
Kingdom Alliance, and other organizations; 
and although not a platform orator was a 
good practical worker, aud of great value on 
committees. He suffered from a weak heart, 
and died October 3d, 1888, at the age of 
seventy-three years, leaving a childless widow 
to mourn his loss. 

Amongst the first to sign the pledge in 
Sheffield were MR. and MRs. DANIEL DoN
CASTER, members of the Society of Friends, 
who for over :fifty years were true friends and 

· supporters· of · the movement in all its phases. · 
Mr. Doncaster died August l 6th, 1884. 
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ABRAIIAM SHARMAN, of Sheffield, was not 
only well known in his own district as an 
ardent teetotaller and prohibitionist, but also 
as a prominent member of the United Metho
dist Free Church. He was a regular atten
dant at the annual meetings of the United 
Kingdom Alliance, of which he was a vice
president. His quaint, earnest, and practical 
speeches on these occasions were always re
ceived with warm approbation. He was a 
liberal contributor to the funds, an ardent 
worker, and a true friend of all movemeuts 
he thought calculated to promote the moral, 
social, and spiritual welfare of the people. 
He died in March, 1885, at the patriarchal 
age of eighty-two years. 

The first public building specially erected 
and intended as a permanent temperance hall 
was built at Bradford in Yorkshire, and is a 
noble structure. It was publicly opened, 
February 27th, 1838, amid great enthusiasm. 
The Bishop of Ripon presided over the open
ing meeting, and interesting addresses were 
delivered by a number of popular speakers 
to a large and enthusiastic audience. At this 
opening meeting a copy of Dr. Adam Clark's 
"Commentary" was presented to Mr. Taylor, 
one of the secretaries of the society, as "a token 
of respect for his unwearied temperance exer
tions." A series of meetings were held dur
ing the week, addressed by some of the most 
popular men in the movement. On March 
lst, 1838, Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst of Pres
ton was one of the speakers, and he said, "He 
thanked God for one thing that he had never 
once rai ed his voice for moderation. He 
meant to go forward, helter-skelter, neck or 
uothing, life or death; from the moment he 
was reclaimed he was determined never to 
taste it more." A full report of the proceed
ings, with the speeches de:i.ivere<l, was pub
lished by Mr. John Dale of Bradford in a 
large pamphlet immediately after the conclu
·ion of the opening ceremonies. 

In the British Workman for December, 
1859, p. 240, Mr. T. B. Smithies, editor, gives 
the following story relative to this hall, which 
he says he had from Mr. Beaumont's own 
lips:-" Mr. Alderman Beaumont, of Brad
ford, received a note one day from Mr. Henry 
Leah, the great brewer, asking the favour of 
<L call. On arriving at the brewer:s residence 
the great friend of temperance was shown into 
the drawing-room, where the brewer and his 
wife were seated. Mr. Leah said, ' I under-

stand, Mr. Beaumont, that your Temperance 
Society is in trouble.' 'Yes, sir; the mort
gage for £500 on our ball is called in, and I 
fear the building must be sold,' was the reply. 
' The tern perance society has done a vast 
amount of good, and ought to be supported,' 
said Mr. Leah. 'I do not know what my 
partners will say to me, but I shall present 
the society with the £500.' In a few moments 
this sum was handed to Mr. Beaumont, who 
received it with feelings that may be better 
imagined than described. At this moment 
Mrs. Leah broke the silence she had hitherto 
maintained by saying, 'My husband has 
pleased me very much by what he has done.' 
When about to depart, the liberal-minded 
brewer called Mr. Beaumont back to inquire 
if there was any arrears of interest due. On 
learning that the amount of £22, 10s. was 
due, Mr. Leah drew a new cheque for Five 
Hundred and Twenty-two Pounds Ten Shil
lings, which he handed Mr. Beaumont in 
exchange for the other! Within ten <lays 
of this interesting interview, Mr. Leah was 
stepping out of a rail way carriage; his foot 
caught the step, and was so seriously injured 
that in two days he died! 'What thy hand 
fi.ndeth to do, do it.'" Was it right to take 
this money? Were Mr. Beaumont and the 
temperance committee justified in taking 
money from a brewer for temperance pur
poses? Some teetotallers would have declined 
it, and spoken disparagingly of the good in
tentions of the noble-minded brewer, and of 
the principles of the recipients of the money. 
Much depends upon the motive or the spirit 
of the donor. In this instance it was a noble, 
generous, and voluntary act of the brewer, 
and was accompanied by a frank acknowledg
ment that the temperance society had done 
a vast amount of ,qood, and ought to be sup
ported. It was a friendly and generou act, 
at the time of pressing need, and the gift was 
received in the same kindly spirit that it was 
given. It was, as Shakespeare puts it, "twice 
blessed," it blessed him that gave and those 
who received; and the bereaved widow would 
no doubt often look back to that incident in 
the life of her husband with some degree of 
pleasure and thankfulness. It was right to 
receive this money with joy and thankfulness; 
it would have been wrong to refuse it, or any 
other gift under similar circumstances. That 
is our humble opinion for what it is worth. 

One of the oldest and best friends of tern-
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perance, religion, &c., in the dales of York
shire was the venerable THOMAS WILLIS of 
Carperby, an earnest, noble-minded member 
of the Society of Friends, who proved himself 
on many occasions to be a true friend of the 
advocates of temperance. He was a grand 
specimen of a teetotal Quaker. Boru on the 
27th February, 1791, he died May 7th, 1887, 
in his ninety-seventh year. 

On the Yorkshire side, and within a few 
miles of the mouth of the river Tees, there 
now stands a large and very important manu
facturing town- known as Middlesborough, 
the metropolis of the iron trade in Cleveland 
-where within the memory of living men 
there stood but one solitary farmhouse. 

In or about the year 1830 a few enter
prising gentlemen, most of whom were mem
bers of the Society of Friends, laid out and 
founded the new town of Middlesborongh, and 
on the establishment of the iron-works of 
Messrs. Bolckow & Vaughan, and the sub
sequent discovery and development of the 
extensive ironstone mines in the district, a 
wonderful impetus wa given to the growth 
of the new town-a growth so rapid as to 
make it known to the world as one of the 
marvels of the nineteenth century. Very 
early in its hi tory Middlesborough had its 
temperance society on the ardent spirit pledge 
system, introduced by the members of the 
Stockton-on-Tees Temperance Society, which 
until the visit of Mr. Live ey in 1835 knew 
little or nothing of teetotalism. Even the 
moderation principle was strongly opposed, 
and that, too, by clergymen and ministers of 
the gospel. In 1835 a pitched battle was 
fought on a plot of ground now forming part 
of the market-place, and near to where stands 
the Centenary Wesleyan Chapel. The advo
cates for grog were two ministers of religion, 
one of whom became a victim to drink, and 
was expelled from the church, reclaimed by 
teetotalism, but alas fell again and again, 
and finally died a suicide. Their opponents 
were two or three working men, our old 
friend the late Mr. James Maw, who was 
once an ardent lover of gin and treacle, 
being the chief spokesman. With his spring
rattle James marched through the streets 
announcing that he and others would reply 
to the clerical statements against the tem
perance cause; a large number gathered 
.together, and the . working. men did their . part 
manfully, coming off victorious. 

Shortly after the formation of the Stockton 
Total Abstinence Society, indeed immediately 
after Mr. Livesey's visit to that town, teetotal
ism was introduced into Middlesborougb, and 
the two pledges were used. The first bona 
fide teetotal lecture delivered in Middles
borough was given by Mr. Thomas Whittaker, 
agent for the British Temperance Association, 
when on his tour through that district in the 
summer of 1836. Before the close of that 
year the old moderation pledge was altogether 
discarded, and the society became purely and 
simply teetotal. 

Amongst the earliest and most prominent 
of the workers here were Messrs. James Maw, 
Thomas Buch am, Nicholas Wayman, John 
Copeland, David Jackson, Thomas Marley, 
John Holmes, Joseph Longstaff, Robert Jack
son, William Tolboys, and Mr. Robert Foster, 
master of the British School, some of whom 
we knew to be earnest, faithful friends of the 
cause to the very last. 

The :first public festival of the Middles
borough Total Abstinence Society was held in 
the year 1 37, in a tent erected in the market
place, the timber being kindly lent by Mr. 
J obn Holmes, shipbuilder, and the cover made 
of ships' sails, &c. On th Saturday and 
Sunday eveniugs James Maw and a sailor 
uamed Thomas Sanderson acted as watchm n; 
but their work was not dangerous, as no 
attempt was made to interfere with them. 
The ladies did their part well; but on Saturday 
intelligence arrived that the chief peaker, 
Mr. Thomas Wilkie of Newcastle- upon
Tyne, bad met with a great trouble, and would 
not be able to attend. He generously sent a 
sovereign to help to find another man. An 
engineman secured a substitute to attend bis 
engine, aud made a journey to Darlington to 
lay the case before Dr. Fothergill, who was 
one of the truest and best friends of the cause 
in the district. To the joy of the friends in 
Middles borough, the doctor consented to attend 
and fill up the gap himself. The committee 
paraded the town with banners, and each of 
them wore a white rosette. After tea a 
report was read, and addresses were delivered 
by several local speakers, followed by an hour's 
speech from Dr. Fothergill. He refused to 
accept anything towards paying bis expenses, 
and gave them half a sovereign for his tea, so 
that after all expenses were paid there was a 
balance of £7 l.3s .. 6d. towards the . funds of 
the society. On this occasion Dr. Fothergill 
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was accompanied by his son, Samuel, a youth 
of :fifteen, just fresh from school. He was 
here learning a lesson that would help in some 
measure to fit him for the position he after
wards attained as a temperance advocate. 

During the course of this year (1837) a great 
impetus was given to the Middlesborough 
society by the valuable aid afforded by 
numbers of able and earnest men who had 
come to the town from other parts of the 
country, especially from MR.WILLIAM WRIGIIT, 
who, with his wife and teu children, came 
from the Staffordshire potteries. 

Mr. Wright became an abstainer in 1835, 
and went to Middlesborough with a reputation 
as an able and useful advocate of considerable 
experience. In 1837 he was engaged as an 
engraver at the pottery at Middlesborough, 
and as the whole of his family were singers 
they were a fortunate addition to the society, 
and soon a splendid temperance choir was 
formed, which proved of immense service to 
the cause, many being taught temperance 
truths by the aid of song who were not so 
readily attracted by the speeches. The tem
perance songs of E. Paxton Hood, James 
Rewcastle, Rev. Jabez Burns, and others 
beca.me as familiar as ordinary ballads, and 
unconsciously the reformed drunkards became 
advocates to their workmates by singing 
snatches of these songs at their work. 

An active, earnest, but somewhat peculiar 
man in connection with the early days of 
the Middlesborough Temperance Society was 
MR. GEORGE SuNTER, familiarly termed "the 
George Fox of the Cleveland di trict." He 
was an able writer, an indefatigable worker, 
and, so far as an impediment of speech would 
allow, a fair speaker; his ideas and principles 
were clear and unmistakable. 
· In the year 1840 MR. J osEPH BoRMOND, 
the well-known N orthumbrian temperance 
advocate, was indnced to settle down at 
Middles borough as a provision dealer, and with 
all the energy of which he was capable in 
those days he gave the temperance move
ment his earnest sympathy and support. He 
took his stand week-day and Sunday on the 
temperance platform, his meeting-places being 
SpaFkes' Buildings, the chapel in West Street, 
and the market-place. 

At this time a large number of excavators 
were engaged in cutting the Middlesborough 
Dock; and it is an interesting aud important 
fact that the first dock at Middles borough was 

cut by teetotal navvies who signed the pledge 
under Mr.Joseph Bormond and his co-worker.·. 
The character, ability, and energy of Mr. 
Joseph Bormond is best illustrated by au 
extract from the Advocate, the organ of the 
British Temperance League. 

The writer says:-" The devotion of Joseph 
Bormond has been referred to. Suffer one 
incident, or rather a chain of incidents as 
illustrations, and this taking is finished for 
the present. It is now close upon thirty.years 
since a note from the late James Rewcastle 
reached Mr. Bormond (who was then under a 
dense, dark cloud of sorrow and suffering 
circumstances) requesting him to proceed to 
Allendale town to conduct the services of a 
festival. The cause was then in its poor 
phase. He was to find his way thither, and 
no means supplied, nor none possessed by him. 
The journey was long : from Middlesbro' in 
Yorkshire to South Northumberland. He 
took the road by the end, with all the money 
he had in the world, and that was ticopence; 
he proceeded via Stockton, Durham, thence to 
Hexham, and there he found a friend in the 
person of the late Mr. John Ridley, who was 
ever ready with a home and a shelter for all 
who came in the purer faith . Next morning 
Mr. Bormond resurued his journey to .Allen
dale town, where he met an earnest though 
poor people ready to receive him. He laboured 
during a whole week, and addressed large 
meetings out-doors and in. On one occasion 
he was addre sing a large crowd in front of 
the shambles, when three or four drunken, 
infuriated men issued from a public-honse, 
threatening to pull down the earnest speaker, 
on whose lips were hanging hundreds of warm
hearted listeners; but the pathos, the clear, 
forcible character of his illustrations held the 
close-packed crowd, which made it difficult to 
reach him . The sentiment that came from 
the teacher plainly said, 'I am doing a great 
work, and cannot come down.' The drunken 
men paused at the edge of the crowd. In the 
meantime a reformed pugilist stood in the 
crowd, wrought up to tears of gra.tified joy, 
who quickly sa.w the intention of the roughs, 
a.nd instantly made his way to the speaker, 
and with a calm eye and cle11ched fists said, 
'Let them come; I'll thrash any half dozen 
of them, an<l tLe puulican into the bargain.' 
Mr. Bormond urged the man not to use any 
violence. 'No,' he said, 'I will not, sir, if 
they do not offer any to you; bnt if th ey hurt 
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you it will be after they have knocked me 
<lown, and let them come and try their hand.' 
They did not come, however. Perhaps they 
regan~ed their eyes and limbs more than the 
behest of the boniface who sent them; or 
peradventure an unseen hand held them back. 
Our good friend Bormond continued to storm 
the strongholds of the drink trade unmolested. 
He concluded his week's labours, and towards 
his week's expenses were given him ten 
shillings. He again proceeded on foot to 
Hexham, to the friendly shelter of his Christian 
friend and brother, Mr. John Ridley, thence 
to Newcastle by rail, where he laboured for 
ten weeks. On his reaching that town, 
unknown to many of his old friends, having 
been many years abse11t, he was found ad
dressing a large and interested crowd at the 
top of Grey Street, under the shadow of 
Grey's monument. He held them till even
ing dusk, when cabs, carriages, and other 
vehicles stood encircling the vast crowd. The 
speaker was a stranger to most of the audience. 
His old, well-trieJ friend George Charlton, 
however, had come up surprised to find Bor
mond there, and at the close of bis address 
took his phce and moved a vote of thanks to 
the stranger, as he was pleased to call him. 
This he wisely did to give effect. We need 
not say that it was carried with acclamation, 
and the crowd dispersed, conversing on the 
topics touched by the speaker. But for the 
hearty kindness of his dear old friends, 
W'"ilkie and Charlton, our friend might have 
been left to seek a bed with little to pay for 
it, for he had sent the precious ten shillings 
home to his wife, who at that time was very 
ill among her six children. He has been 
heard to say, 'These are the things that make 
us men.' Yes, and 6n the platform thus laid 
by such labours the temperance cause now 
tands firm and towers high, reaching even 

to the senate honse, perplexing blundering 
senators, setting them on to tinker new 
licensing bills, &c." 

This somewhat lengthy extract will give 
the reader a, clear insight into the character 
of Mr. Joseph Bormond, who may be taken 
as a fair example (not an exceptioual one) of 
the kind of men whose names are given as 
the pioneers of the temperance movement in 
the northern counties of England. -were it 
necessary we could give numerous instances 

- of a ·similar kind, illustrative of the· sterling· 
character of those •vho have made the move-

ment what it is-men who loved the cause for 
"its own sake," and laboureLl for the good of 
the community, not for honour, riches, or 
empty fame. 

In 1843 and 1844 Mr. Bormond was dis
trict agent for the Northern Temperance 
Association, and did valiant service for the 
cause, as reported in the Northern Temperance 
Journal, published by Mr. James Rewcastle 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. In 1848 Mr. Bor
mond became agent to the British Temper
ance League, and again at a later period. He 
was also one of the agents of the North of 
England Temperance League. 

In 1844 he became a vegetarian, and in 
1848 registered bis name as a member of the 
Vegetarian Society, aud was not afraid to let 
the fact be known that he abstained from 
animal food as well as alcoholic liquors. In 
travelling throughout the country and being 
the guest of so many he was often tempted 
to conform to the habits and customs of his 
kind host, but whilst he was firm he was also 
courteous and considerate to the members of 
his family who did not see with him in this 
matter. For over fifty-five years he was a 
consistent abstainer, and for about forty-five 
years a rigid vegetarian. 

After being introduced to the National 
Temperance League, he was requested by the 
committee to labour in connectiou with Mr. 
J. B. Gough, in the county of Kent, where 
be was enthusiastically received. His first_ 
address in London was delivered in the 
Waterloo Road, Lambeth, where his power 
of utterance and vivid delineation of the evil 
of drinking, and the purity and blessings 
arising out of the temperance movement, 
evoked great enthusiasm. It was no un
common thing to hear the remark, "We 
always get to know something from Joseph 
Bormond we never knew before." 

In some instances he was misunderstood 
and misrepresented. He had a peculiar man
ner of his own, and his impatience with un
real men was severe and almost unkind. He 
would allow no one to claim the temperance 
cause as theirs in a personal sense, either to 
gain money, trade, or popularity. He was 
jealous of the cau e to a fault, and on one 
occasion made the following declaration:
"I have earnestly and constantly advocated 
the truth on this and kindred questions for 
-forty -years,· and I am thankful ·to -say always 
acceptably and generally with success. I am 
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not rich, nor do I desire to become rich by 
telling my fellows the truth." In or about 
the year 1855 he settled in London, and 
became well known as an able, earnest, a.nd 
laborious temperance and moral reformer, 
guided by high-toned religious principles. 
Amongst the many who claim him as their 
teetotal father is the Rev. George Wilson 
M'Cree, popularly known as the "Bishop of 
St. Giles's," and for years secretary of the 
United Kingdom Band of Hope Union. 

Ile was not a dry, prosy speaker, nor was 
he soon disconcerted by interruptions, but 
quick at repartee. His hair retained almost 
its natural colour, although his beard and 
whiskers were gray. On one occasion he was 
asked to explain this, when he replied, "I 
suppose I have worked my jaws more than 
my brains, and thus the lower part of my 
head is more bleached." 

A few years ago a number of temperance 
friends nnited in purchasing an annuity for 
him, but unfortunately the company failed, 
and all was lost. This naturally caused him 
great grief and anxiety, and made his last 
days far from being what they ought to have 
been. His friends, Mr. George Ling of Fins
bury Square, Mr. Duncan S. Miller of the 
Poland Street Handbell Ringers, and the 
Rev. George Wilson M'Cree, showed their 
love to their dear old friend by many acts of 
kindness. In February, 1889, he fell in the 
street, breaking his arm and otb rwise injur
ing himself, and was conveyed to the London 
Temperance Hospital, where he breathed his 
last on Friday, March 22d, in the eighty
third year of his age. His remains were 
interred in the Tooting Cemetery on the 
2/th of March (the day on which the Right 
Hon. Johu Bright passed away), and his 
son-in-law, Pastor John Bennett Anderson, 
Byrom Ha.11, Liverpool, officiated at the grave
side. 

Although the town of Middlesborough is 
only about the same age as the temperance 
enterprise in England, it has given to the 
movement a number of men whose names 
will live in the archives of the temperance 
reformation as ardent, consistent, and faithful 
workers. Some of these we shall have occa
sion to mention later on, but there is one 
family of special interest, inasmuch as father 
and four sons have been in the field for many 
years. MR. JosEPH TAYLOR, the head of the 
family, was an earnest temperance reformer, 

and died August 26th, 1860, aged seventy
seven years. WILLIAM was for many years 
the life and soul of the Middlesborough Me
chanics' Institution, as well as a temperance 
reformer. THOMAS was for years secretary of 
the Middlesborough Temperance Society, ancl 
JAMES, the steamship-owner, was a member 
of the committee. JoHN went to London, 
and for over thirty years has been one of the 
committee of the National Temperance League, 
and an earnest worker in the cause. 

For some years Middlesborough was the 
metropolis of teetotalism in the Cleveland 
district, its advocates going out to Eston, 
Eston Junction, Gnisbrough, Marske, Red
car, Brotton, Skelton, and across the river to 
Haverton Hill, Billingham, Greatham, Seaton 
Carew, Hartlepool, &c. Some of them were 
in constant request, and were known for 
many miles round, especially Mr. Charles 
Bell, for some time joint secretary with Mr. 
T. R. Taylor, and for years afterwards as 
chief ecretary, He was an educated, eloquent 
speaker, and an expert debater, either with 
the tongue or the pen. 

In September, 1 59, the annual conference 
of the North of England Temperance League 
was held in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and in 
reporting the proceedings of the public meet
ing the editor of the .Nortli of England Ad
vertiser made an attack upon teetotalism, and 
challenged its advocates to discussion through 
the columns of his paper. 

Being present at the aforesaid meeting, and 
convinced of the soundness and importance of 
the principles there enunciated, Mr. Charles 
Bell accepted the challenge, and contributed 
eight able articles in reply to the editor, 
when Dr. F. R. Lees took up the debate 
and brought it to a termination. The whole 
of the discussion, with an appendix by Dr. 
Lees, was afterwards published in pamphlet 
form (92 octavo pages), and proved that Mr. 
Bell was an advocate worthy of the cause. 

CrrARLES BELL was a draper in business in 
South Street, Middles borough for many years, 
and an earnest, active friend of temperance, 
mechanics' institutes, debating and mutual 
improvement societies, and of immense ser
vice to the Young Men1s Temperance Asso
ciation, of which he was for several years 
president. He afterwards removed his busi
ness and family to Redcar, where he centred 
his operations for the public good, and still 
takes an active interest in the movement. 
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Both he and his wife are practically whole
life abstainers. 

Of the active working members of the 
committee of the Middlesborough Temperance 
Society, we name a few who were identified 
with it for a number of years, and were true 
friends of the movement. 

JOHNSON VV ORTHY, architect, builder, &c., 
was a shrewd, long-headed, practical man, the 
originator and first president of the Middles
borough Young Men's TemperanceAssociation, 
and for ruauy years a member of the parent 
committee. 

RoBERT CowLEY was an eloquent, witty 
advocate, whose apt illustrations and quaint 
expressions left an impression never to be 
effaced. He was the first we ever heard 
speak of "Yarmouth beef with sixteen ribs 
to the inch." Mr. Cowley emigrated to 
America. 

RALPH PUNSHON was an intensely earnest, 
intelligent, and philosophical friend of tem
perance and religion, who died comparatively 
young. 

JAMES MAw, the working man's friend, was 
one of the most notable members of the com
mittee, who previous to becoming a teetotaller 
was a devoted lover of gin sweetened with 
treacle, and even after he became a temperance 
advocate was an abject slave to the pipe. James 
was often twitted about it, and challenged by 
old toper , who said they would give up drink 
if be wonld give up smoking. He made several 
attempt, but always failed to overcome the 
appetite. He was a native of Skelton, York
shire, and settled in Middlesborougb at a very 
early period in its history. He became a 
zealous te totaller in 1834, and wa.s a la
borious worker. He died September 18th, 
1875, having just completed his sixty-seventh 
year. 

JOHN JORDISON, printer and postmaster, 
was of another type altogether, educated, 
seuteutious, and precise, but a true friend 
of t emperance. He died October 14th, 1885, 
aged sixty-nine years. 

WILLIAM BANKS, for many years registrar 
of births, deaths, a.nd marriages, was a gentle, 
genial, and trusty friend "of all who loved 
the cause in sincerity." 

THOMAS CooKE, for many years treasurer 
of the Midtllesborough Temperance Society, 
was born at Bnrslem, Staffordshire, February 
lOtb, 180 , where he learned the trade of a. 
potter. When a young man he removed to 

the north of England, living and working for 
about seven years at Hylton Ferry, near Sun
derland, where he signed the old moderation 
pledge. He returned to Staffonlsbire for a 
short time, and in 1839 removed to Middles
borougb, where he contracted for the burning 
and glaziug of earthenware at the pottery 
in Commercial Street. On the llth of De
cember, 1840, he and Mrs. Cooke . igned 
the teetotal pledge, and became members of 
the Middlesborough society. Most of the 
potters at this period were members of the 
society, whose meetings were then held in the 
preaching-room, West Street. Shortly after
wards, Mr. and Mrs. Cooke opened a temper
ance hotel in Featherstone Street, from whence 
they removed to Sparkes' Buildings, Commer
cial Street, and were so successful that they 
built an hotel in Bridge-end, Albert Street, 
near the railway-station. Mr. Cooke gave 
himself heart and soul to the movement; and, 
in the interests of working men, started a 
building society, of which he was president, 
and which proved to be successful and useful. 
He was identified with other movements for 
the benefit of the masses, and was highly es
teemed. He was a personal friend and warm 
admirer of the Tyneside temperance hel'Oes, 
Joseph Bormond, George Charlton, George 
Dodds, Thomas Wilkie, and others from all 
parts of the country, as the lecturers usually 
made bis house their home, and found rest, 
comfort, and heartfelt sympathy. 

Mrs. Cooke's failing health caused them to 
retire from business, and remove to Middle
ton One Row, near Darlington, in 1 65; a.ncl 
here Mr. Cooke centred his energies, and be
came identified with efforts to promote social, 
moral, and religious reforms, and to advocate 
teetotalism. In March, 1890, he was still 
actively employed, although in his eighty-third 
year. Mrs. Cooke died in 1883, at the age of 
seventy-seven years. 

THOMAS SEYMOUR, and his sons RICHARD and 
WILLIAM, were devoted workers, and earnest, 
laborious Priruiti ve Methodists. As a plat
form speaker William was a tower of strength 
to the Young Men's Temperance Society, 
being always ready, in a plain, homely, but 
earnest and vigorous manner, to give a blunt 
Yorkshireman's testimony in favour of tee
totalism. It was through one of William's 
vigorous addresses, in the course of which he 
bantered those who were earnest teetotallers, 
yet so timid as to be unable to give a reason 
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for the hope within them, that the writer of 
these pages was induced to deliver his maiden 
temperance speech, many years ago. 

JOHN DuNNI""G was a r emarkable man, who, 
from being a miller's cartman, rose to the 
position of borough surveyor, and afterwards 
mayor, J.P., &c., and a liberal supporter of 
temperance principles. Died, March 5th, 1 85, 
aged fifty-nine years. 

CAPTArn WILLIAM HASTEAD was the first 
teetotal captaiu that sailed out of the port of 
JUiddlesborough, and was an eamest, true 
friend of the cause, ready and williug to 
further its interests at home or abroad, on the 
platform or aboard ship; and he was sup
ported by Captains GEORGE LENNARD and 
JOHN SMrrH. WILLIAM LENNARD, son of 
Captain George Lennard, was a gifted ad
vocate of temperance and religion. He dili
gently studied the question, and ably and 
intelligently expounded its principles in a 
most loving and sympathetic manner, readily 
winning the attention ancl esteem of bis 
hearers; while those who worked with him 
loved him as a friend and brother. He died 
of cancer in the vigour of early :i;nitnhood. 

WILLIAM LAws, builder, was another old 
and persistent friend of the cause, who was 
deservedly raised to the civic chair, and did 
duty as a teetotal mayor. Died, March 3lst, 
1879, aged seventy-five years. 

J OIIN CALVERT, originally of Cargo Fleet, 
near Middlesborough, was one of those un
assuming, but plodding, persevering men, who 
delight in "doing good by stealth, aud blush 
to find it fame." He was not a platform orator, 
but conld give a good, commonsense, working
man's address when occasion served. He 
knew how to encourage and help others, and 
was always ready with an approving smile 
and a kind word and action. 

His son, JOHN S. CALVER'l', was our col
league and friend in official connection with 
the Young Men's Temperance Association, of 
which we were amongst the original twelve 
members; and he became an active, earnest, 
and valuable friend of temperance and educa
tion in Middlesborough. 

GEORGE BIRLI~G RAY (afterwards known 
as G. B. Wray), was born at Sunderland, 
August 5th, 1817. At an early age he lost 
his mother by death, and bis father married 
again; but bis second wife was not a woman 
to win the love of his motherless children, and 
eventually the family was broken up. 

At the early age of eight years George ran 
away to sea, and his elder brother left home 
on account of disagreemeuts with their step
mother. The father, John Ray, r emoved to 
Houghton-le-Spring, where for many years he 
was known as a common brewer, and land
lord of the "Robert Burns" public-house, 
N ewbottle Lane. The present writer has 
painful reminiscences of this house and its 
landlady, and can well understand why the 
children preferred the home of strangers. 
George, after his return from sea, settled down 
in the vicinity of Durham, where he was em
ployed in the coal mines, and became vie,ver 
of Sacriston Colliery. The elder brother had 
given himself up to the study and profession 
of medicine, and settled down in London, 
where, after a time, George joined him and 
became his assi taut. After a time he re
moved to the new town of Middlesborough, 
where he became well known as Dr. G. B. 
Wray, medical botanist, &c. Hern be identi
fied himself with the Primitive Methodists, 
and was a popular local preacher. He also 
became an active mernber of the committee 
of the temperance society, and one of its 
public advocates. He was a great contro
versialist, a bitter opponent of ]\formonisrn, 
spiritualism, mesmerism, &c., and was an 
active member of the local debating society, 
of which many of the lea.d ing tradesmen, 
& ., were members. Here the writer met 
him very frequently, and can well remember 
some of his argumeuts and illustrations. H e 
was very dogmatic, and would never acknow
ledge defeat. 

During the terrible cholera visitation of 
1854, which filled many graves in the new 
cemetery at Middlesborough, Dr. Wray was 
very active and useful. We know from actual 
personal experience that he was more success
ful in his treatmeut of this pestilential disease 
than any medical practitioner in the district. 
The faculty prescribed brandy, &c., ad libitu11i, 
and large quantities were distributed gratis; 
on the other hand Dr. vVray totally prohibited 
its use. The writer of these pages met him 
in several critical cases, where he laboured 
incessantly for hours, finally overcoming the 
cramp, and restoring patients w horn the other 
doctors abandoned as hopeless. With pardon
able pride Dr. Wray published a long list of 
cases successfully treated by him. He was 
bitterly persecuted by the profession, because 
he was not possessed of an English diploma. 
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In 1857 he removed to Bishop Aucklan<l, 
where he laboured with zeal and energy till 
about the year 1864, when he resolved to 
try his fortunes on the other side of the At
lantic. He settled in New York, where he 
joiued the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
was induced to become one of its itinerant 
preachers. After his ordination he laboured 
in various parts of New York, Connecticut, 
and Iowa; finally retiring and settling down at 
Bridgport, Connecticut, where, in his seventy
third year, he is still followiug his profession, 
and t aking part in religious, temperance, 
~ocial, and political movements. Two of his 
sons are in England, and are well-known 
temperance and religious workers-John in 
Manchester, and Thomas in Liverpool. 

JOHN ATKINSON, originally a ship carpenter, 
and a victim to drink, was one of the trophies 
of the movement of which any society might 
justly be proud. Once his mind was made 
up, his reason convinced, he was inflexible. 
Johu was a blunt, honest, uncompromising 
teetotaller, who could say "No," alld in such 
a tone as to convince all that he meant it. 
He became a grocer and provision dealer, and 
brought up his family as respectable and 
earnest teetotallers. He was for many years 
an active, working member of the temperance 
committee, but not a speaker. He seemed to 
have made up his mind early that he was not 
adapted for that wo~k.; but what he could do, 
he dill with all his might. 

His friend and as ociate, TnoMAS SANDER
sor , originally a sailor, became a sbter, and 
a successful business man. After some years 
in the town council he was elected to the 
highest local office-that of mayor of the 
borough, of which he is now an alderman. 

THOMAS SPENCE and his wife, Mary, were 
a sort of compromise between Quakerism and 
Methodism, the former in dress, manners, &c., 
and the latter in faith and practice. They 
were earnest teetotallers, and very regular in 
their attendance at the meetings. Both alike 
were noted for their much speaking. At au 
experience meeting, a band meeting, love-feast, 
or prayer-meeting, they could, and often did, 
fully occupy the whole time between them, to 
the exclmiion and annoyance of others. Their 
son went out to New Zealand or Australia, 

and succeeded so well that he often desired 
the old folks to join him. His importunities 
at length prevailed upon the old woman, and 
she determined to go and see her son once 
more. "Tommy," as he was comruollly called, 
was afraid to face the water, and let her go 
alone; but soon after she was gone be packed 
up his traps, gathered together his choicest 
treasures, and took ship to join his loved ones, 
feeling that he could not live alone. 

Associated with James Maw in his daily 
employment in connection with the railway 
company were THOMAS 1\1ARLEY and ISAAC 
HAIGH, both being enthusiastic teetotallers and 
active workers. When quite a young man, 
Isaac Haigh met with an accident which ne
cessitated the amputation of one leg. He was 
removed to an hospital, and when the medical 
attendants were ready they wished to admin
ister an opiate to enable him to go through 
the operation, but be obstinately refused it. 
Then he must have brandy as a stimnla.nt. 
"Nowt o't kind," said Isaac, "I am a tee
totaller, and can stand it; you saw away, and 
when I cry out then you can talk about stimu
lants and opiates." He lay propped up on 
the bench, and, like a Stoic, watched the 
whole proceedings without flinching, and lived 
many years after, wearing a wooden leg, aucl 
boldly advocating teetotal principles. 

JAMES LYTIIGOE was auoLher of the steady, 
earnest, persevering members of th commit
tee who were. eldom, if ever, ab~ent from their 
post. These men, with others, formed a com
mittee which made the Middlesborough Tem
peranc Society one of the most active, useful, 
a.nd successful in the country. Comprised of 
men of all creeds, parti s, and nationalities, it 
was broad, liberal, unsectarian, and impartial. 
The humble, earnest, unlearned Lincolnshire 
ploughman, the Bradford wool-comber, the 
Lancashire cotton-spinner, and the gifted 
orator, the educated, scientific, and philosophi
cal exponents of temperance truth, all had a 
warm reception, kind treatment, and plenty 
of work to do. Thirty or forty years ago the 
popular advocates of every grade thought it 
an honour and a privilege to be engaged by 
the Midcllesborough Society, and few ever 
visited it but desired to return <tgain at no 
distant date. 
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THE WORK AND WORKERS OF THE FOUR NORTHERN COUNTIES 

OF ENGLAND. (1834-1840.) 

Introduction of Teetotalism-James Rewcastle of Newcastle-upon-Tyne-Life and Labours-Aldermai: 
George Dodds-Early Life-How he Became a Teetotaller--For a Brother 's Sake !-A Step Higher
Missionary Labours-Honours-Death, &c.-Gate head-on-Tyne-Alderman George Charlton's Life 
and Labours- Alderman T. Barkas-Thomas Carr-Personal Reminiscences-John Peters-The 
Quayside l\1eetings-W. B. Leighton-Robert Ingram Shafto of Bavington Hall-1\Ir . Margaret Arm
strong of Tynemouth-William Lucas of orth Shields-John Strachan-Robert Lowery-John Ridley 
of Hexham-James Stott of Alnwick-John Ridley of Hylton, Adelaide, and London- Thomas Whit
taker's Labours in the orth-An Early and Characteristic Letter-Carlisle Temperance Society-Early 
Workers-Converts, &c.-Ricbard Sands of Whitehaven-William Crackentborpe of Newbiggin Hall
Captain Jackson of Keswick--Jobn Tennant of Kirkby-Lonsdale-Joseph Pease and Sons, Darlington
Dr. John Fothergill, Darlington-Thomas Siddle, Durham-Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A., Durham-Edward 
Backhouse, Sunderland-Charles Wilson, Sunderland. 

Our readers will remember that in the 
autumn of 1834 Mr. Joseph Livesey of Pres
ton introduced the t eetotal pledge of t emper
ance into W estmoreland, Cumberland, North
umberland, and Durham by delivering his 
famous "Malt Lecture," &c., and that his 
efforts were supplemented by William Pollard, 
James Teare, EU.ward Grubb, and others, and 
in 1 36 Mr. Thomas Whittaker devoted special 
attention to these four norLhern counties, and 
visited almost every town and village in West
moreland and Cumberland, planting teetotal 
societies and sowing seed which is reproducing 
good fruits to this day. It is impossible to 
follow out in detail the manifold ramifications 
of the movement in every di trict, therefore 
we give fragments of histo1·y in the brief bio
graphical notices of some of the most promi
nent and faithful pioneers and workers in the 
movement in theii- respective localities. These 
have not been specially selected, but are given 
because the particulars are at hand, and the 
writer was personally acquainted with most of 
his heroes. 

When the temperance cause first became a 
public question in England, MR. JAMES REw
CASTLE, printer and stationer, Newcastle-on
Tyne, did not hesitate to throw himself into 
the movement, and devote all bis resources 
to its advancement. He became secretary to 
the Newcastle society, and worked in unison 
with George Charlton, George Dodds, Daniel 
Oliver, Thomas Wilkie, Thomas P. Barkas, 
Grieves, Shafto, and others. 

In 1857 the Newcastle Temperance Society 
amalgamated with the Young Men's Temper
ance A sociation, and Mr. Rewcastle became 
a vice-president, the society taking the name 
of the Newcastle Temperance Union. In 1 5 
be took the onerous office of secretary to the 
North of England Temperance L e:igue, and 
most faithfully and honourably did he dis
charge the duties imposed upon him. He was 
not an orator, but an organizer, a prompt, 
able, and judicious corres poudent, a1 ways r eady 
with a kind word: clear, terse instructions, and 
friendly counsel. He was no mea.u poet, and 
wrote a number of choice temperance songs 
and poems. Several of the former appeared in 
Paxton liood's jjfelodist, viz. "The Patriot 
Band," "Aids to Virtue," " Song of the Re
formed," &c. Re also wrote a " Plea for 
Ragged Schools" in verse, which was published 
in pamphlet form . His contributions to the 
press were numerous, mainly on the temper
ance question, and all breathed an earnest and 
sincere regard for the advancement of true 
temperance principles. The ¥ortli of England 
Temperance L eague Register, published annu
ally for a number of years, was compiled by 
him, and was full of interesting matter, general 
as well as local. One who knew him well 
bears this testimony: "He wa: one of the most 
earnest, active, devoted, anu truly amiable 
and affectionate officials that any society was 
ever blessed with-a man whose highest am
bition, whose chief desire was to be able to do 
good." In 1862 he attended the International 
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Temperance and Prohibition Convention, held 
in London, and read a paper on the legislative 
aspect of the temperance question, which was 
much appreciated. 

After acting for some time as one of the 
collector of rates for the borough of Newcastle
upon-Tyne, he was appointed to the important 
office of superintendent of the municipal rate 
office, and some time before his last illness the 
council appointed a committee to inspect the 
department under his control, and the result 
was such as to elicit the highest encomiums 
of the committee. He died on 4th October, 
1867, alld was buried with every token of 
respect in Elswick Cemetery. The Newcastle 
C/1ronicle of October 5, 1 67, speaking of Mr. 
Rewcastle, says: "It has often been remarked 
that when a man becomes strongly impressed 
with one great idea, overpowered by the 
importance he assigns to it, he is apt to become 
offensive in the habit and manner of intruding 
it upon others. Many great and able men 
have impaired the power of doing good which 
they posses ed by falling into this error. Not 
so Mr. Rewcastle. It would be quite impos
sible for anyone to be more completely and 
profoundly penetrated with the vital urgency 
of the cause under whose banner he so bravely 
fought; but be never allowed the earnestness 
and ardour of his feelings and convictions to 
betray him into expressions or charges calcu
lated to give offence or unjustitiable annoyance 
to his opponents. Hence it is that, though the 
question with which his life was bouuJ up is 
one which, affecting powerful individual and 
class interest , necessarily stirs up a vast 
amount of antagonism, Mr. Rewcastle, by vir
tue of his gentle and inoffensive nature, never 
on any occasion aroused such animosities. A 
very wide circle of friends and acquaintances 
will mourn the loss of this kindly, manly, and 
in its true sense, noble spirit which has passed 
from us. ·without derogating from his capa
city, which was excellent, it may be said of 
him,' Death may have ta'en an abler soldier-
not a better.' If volunta1-y, hearty, steady, 
utterly disinterested and thoroughly-per
formed services made the good workman, it 
will be long before the t emperance cause meets 
with truer allegiance and support than it found 
in Mr. James Rewcastle." 

The lengthy notice of his life, deatb, and 
funeral given in the Newcastle Chronicle con
cluded with the following lines by the writer 
of this work, then living in Sunderland:-

A TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE 

MR. JAMES REWCASTLE. 

Another t emperance warrior brave, 
A patriot true, gone to the grave; 
A friend to all the human race, 
vVhose soul was filled with heavenly grace. 
vV eep not ! for he's gone home to God, 
But learn to walk the path he trod, 
And nobly strive like him to save 
Your brethren from a dninkard's grftve. 

H e labour'd long mankind to bless, 
Freed many a home from deep distress ; 
In loving tones and gen tle speech 
True temperance h e did ever t each. 
A counsellor wise, a worker brave, 
His only aim t o free the slave; 
Nor cared he for the world's regard, 
A smile from heaven was his reward. 

No envy, bickerings, or strife 
E'er marr'd the beauty of his life; 
But meekness, gentleness, and grace 
Mark'cl every lineament of his face. 
Like a father to the agents he 
'Vas ever courteous, kind, and free; 
Not a dictator, but a guide 
In whom the weakest might confide. 

But now he's gone! yet we rejoice 
That, though we may not hear his voice, 
We still shall feel his spirit near, -
His written words our hearts shall cheer. 
And when, like him, our warfare's o'er, 
Our place on earth be known no more, 
May we the heavenly chorus swell 
T o Him who doeth all things well. 

Mr. GEORGE DODDS was born at N ewca ·tle
on-Tyne, November 19th, 1810. At the early 
age of ten years he was sent off to work, his 
first employment being at a pottery, for the 
munificent sum of one shilling per week. At 
the age of fourteen he was appreuticed to 
the bnsine s of flax-dressing at the Northum
berland Flax Mill, Ouseburn, Newcastle
upon-Tyne. He joined in the drinking bouts 
of his companions, and foolishly spent his 
earnings in strong drink. While serving his 
apprenticeship, and afterwards, he took an 
active part in the promotion of trade-unionism 
amonrrst the working men, but he was alw~Lys 
strongly opposed to obtaining any change 
either in the hours of labour or the rate of 
wages by physical force-a course of procedure 
strongly urged at that time. On the 9th of 
October, 1833, Mr. Dodds was married to Miss 
Frances Middleton, second daughter of a highly 
respectable family. She was a dressmaker, 
and followed the business after marriage, their 
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joint earnings ena,bling them to commence 
housekeeping in a comfortable manner. That 
Mr. Dodds was warmly attached to home and 
sincerely loved his wife, and that the feeling 
was reciprocated, there can be no question 
whatever, and that she was a true helpmate, 
her self-sacrificing labour and lifelong devotion 
have proved. Several stories have been told 
as to how Mr. Dodds was induced t.o become 
a teetotaller, all of which we set aside in favour 
of his own statement given forty years ago. 
At that time Mr. Dodds was engaged as a 
temperance miooionary or agent travelling 
through the whole of the northern district. 
On the 23d of November, 1 49, in accordance 
with arrangements made, Mr. Dodds was 
taking part in the annual festival of the Dar
lington Total Abstinence Society, which was 
held in the Central Hall, under the presidency 
of John Richardson, Esq. After tea a public 
meeting was held, addressed by Mr. Fothergill, 
secretary, who read the report, &c., Mr. 
Jonathan Dresser, R ev. H enry Tarrant, Wes
leyan As ociation mini ter, Darlington (after
wards a very popular Congregationalist), the 
Rev. Newman Hall, and Mr. George Dodds, 
who, in seconding a vote of thanks to the 
ladies for their kind assistance, said that it 
had "been hinted to him that he might try to 
clinch something that bad been said. If he 
could do so he would very willingly, for he 
had felt very deeply interested." Mr. Dodds 
then we11t on to give an account of how be 
became a teetotaller, and as this is so mew hat 
contradictory of the commonly accepted story, 
we give the remainder of his speech as reported 
in the Darlington and Stockton Times:- "He 
could confirm from experience many of the 
statements in reference to the drunkard, for 
fourteen years of his life had been spent in 
drunkenness and dissipation. He knew well 
what it was to be far from friends, and far 
from home; out of money and out of work; 
wretched outcast, and hesitating whether he 
should not at once end his life and his troubles! 
And all this through strong drink. He knew 
what it was to be told by Christian professors 
that t]1ere was little chance for his salvation. 
He well remembered what he felt once when 
in a temperance meeting he heard a speaker, 
who after saying a little wine or ale was well 
enough if they oM.ly abstained from spirits, 
remarked that their chief object must be to 
prevent the young people becoming drinkers; 
as for the poor drunkard, they had no hope for 
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him. At last Mr. Livesey of Preston came to 
Newcastle to lecture on teetotalism; an account 
of the thing was brought into their shop, and 
a fellow-workman, a Christian, at ouce ex
claimed 'That's the thing!' made a pledge in 
the shop, and signed it at once. 'I was 
struck,' said Mr. Dodds, 'with the act, and 
asked 'Why have you done this?" H e 
answered, 'I have talked to you for a long 
time without effect, and I have seen no hope 
for your becoming a sober man till now, and 
I have signed this pledge to try to induce you 
to do so too.' How different did those words 
sound to me to those in the temperance meet
ing, which told me there was no hope. I said, 
'Samuel, is that true?' 'It i ,' he said; aud 
I replied, 'It's a pity but what you had your 
desire, and you shall so far as I am concerned,' 
and I at once took a sheet of paper nearly as 
large as a door, got a pledge written on it, and 
made my mark, for I could not then write 
(this was September 24th, 1836). My master 
came into the shop and said, 'George, what is 
this?' I replied, 'It is the Magna Charta of 
my liberty, sir, and I am never goiug to drink 
a pint of ale again as long as I Ii ve.' I re
member the fir t time I went home after that 
on a Saturday night with all my wages, and 
presented them to my wife. How she did 
stare; it seemed so strange! She looked at the 
pieces as if they were counterfeits, and at 
length aid, 'All that for me, George?' I said, 
'Yes; keep up thy heart, we shall soon get 
over our difficulties now.' She went and 
signed the pledge herself next da.y. I got 
fresh companions, went to the house of God, 
and soon after that got His love shed abroad 
in my heart." 

At first Mr. Dodds used to spend his Sun- · 
days rambling in the fields in the neighbour
hood of Byker; but acting under a better 
impulse, he went one Sunday night into the 
New Road Chapel, and felt what was said. 
When he got home he took a Bible in his 
hand, saying, "I will read where I open it." 
And be read, "Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 
That was the turning-point in his life. He 
went to a Primitive Methodist Chapel, became 
a "changed man," in an humble way became 
a Sunday-school teacher, and it is with pardon
able pride that he referred to the fact that he 
was never absent from his class; subsequently 
he became superintendent. He was a membel' 

13 



194 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

of the first committee of the Newcastle-upon
Tyne Temperance Society, he and George 
Charlton being the latest survivors of the 
original committee. Mr. Dodds was a self
educated man, in possession of a clear, vigorous, 
and active brain, which, after he became a 
teetotaller, he strove to use to the best ad van
tage. After attending several temperance 
meetings, he began to deliver addresses to 
working-men, and with such success that large 
numbers of persons signed the pledge. "His 
true inwrought eloquence and earnestness had 
a wonderful effect in persuad ing men and 
women to adopt the principles of abstinence 
from intoxicating liquors." His acceptance as 
a platform speaker was so manifest that a few 
gentlemen in Newcastle agreed to subscribe 
£5 each to send Mr. Dodds out as a mission
ary to the towns and villages in the north 
of England. He visited from door to door 
with tracts, and spoke to the people on the 
benefits of sobriety and teetotalism. He an
nounced his own meetings by a bell, spoke 
from a chair in the open air, and often met 
with opposition such as is not experienced in 
the present day. As railways were few, he 
was compelled to walk some hundreds of miles; 
indeed, he could not do otherwise, as he had 
only twenty-five shillings per week, out of which 
he had to pay all his own expenses, keep him
self, &c., and, as he remarks in a letter to the 
author of this work, "you may judge I could 
not get rich out of it; sometimes I arrived 
home penniless, and had it not been for my 
dear Fanny we could not have lived." The 
engagement was intended to be a short one, 
but the mission proved so highly successful 
that his services were retained for over three 
years, during which term he visited North
umberland, Cumberland, Westmorland, Dur
ham, and the borders of Scotland. On the 
invitation of Captain Brochie (afterwards 
sailors' missionary at Greenock), he went to 
Inverness, and was very successful in his 
efforts to promote the temperance cause there. 
After three years of hard and faithful service 
he returned home, with a determination to 
cease mission work, as the salary (still 25s. per 
week) was too small to enable him to live as he 
ought. However, he was induced to continue 
his labours at an increase of 10s per week, and 
he did so for about eighteen months longer, 
when he finally gave up, and commenced 
business as a temperance-hotel keeper. Even 
then his love for the cause was so great that 

he could not refuse pres ing applications to 
address temperance meetings, and as an 
honorary advocate he addressed from eighty 
to a hundred meetings in a year. There is 
scarcely a temperance organization in existen e 
with which Mr. George Dodds has not been 
identified. From the foundation of the New
castle Temperance Society he was a zealo s 
and faithful worker; he was one of the early 
pioneers of the Order of Sons of Temperance, 
a Rechabite, one of the founders of the North 
of England Temperance League, a consistent 
and ardent friend of the Alliance, and a Good 
Templar - holding office as District Depnty 
for the county of Northumberland, and as 
Grand Guard of the Grand Lodge of Eng
land. In consequence of the illness of Mrs. 
Dodds they rented a cottage at Cullercoats 
in 1864, and as it was found that she im
proved in health they removed there alto
gether. Here Mr. Dodds laboured assiduously 
amongst the fishermen, who are the chief 
residents of Cullercoats, and with good results. 
By his aid and influence a new chapel was 
built for the Primitive Methodists. Mr. Dodds 
became a member of the Tynemouth Board of 
Guardians, and in 1877 was returned at the 
head of the poll as a member of the Tynemouth 
Town Council, the public press describing him 
as "one of the most clear-headed and sagacious 
members of the council." As president of the 
Working-Men's Club at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
he was presented, a few years ago, with a 
handsomely-executed address, testifying the 
respect and esteem in which he was held by 
the members and officials of that institution. 
Early in 1876 he was presented with a beauti
ful ormolu clock as a token of the regard in 
which he was held by the shareholders of the 
Newcastle Permanent Building Society, for 
his services as chairman and treasurer of the 
largest and most successful buildiug society in 
the north of England. On Whit-Tuesday, 
June 6, 1876, an interesting soiree was held in 
the Central Hall, Hood Street, Newcastle
u pon-Tyue, to do honour to Mr. and Mrs. 
George Dodds, the chair being occupied by 
their old friend and fellow-labourer, Mr. 
George Charlton, J.P. During the course of 
the evening addresses were delivered by the 
chairman, Councillor T. P. Barkas, Alderman 
Strachan of South Shields, Mr. Edward Grubb, 
and others, and in recognition of his lifelong 
services in the promotion of the temperance 
reformation; Mr. T. P. Barkas, in the name 
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and on behalf of the temperance friends, pre
sented Mr. Dodds with his own portrait; 
whilst Mr. Charlton presented to Mrs. Dodds 
a handsome silver tea and coffee service, as 
some recognition of the noble sacrifices she 
had made, and the courageous efforts she had 
put forth to maintain the family while her 
husband was away from home advocating the 
temperance cause. This was a memorable day 
to all concerned, and seldom, if ever, were 
testimonials of honour more worthily bestowed. 
It was just thirty-eight years that day since 
Mr. Dodds started out as a temperance mis
sionary. For over thirty years Mr. Dodds was 
in business in Newcastle as a coffee-roaster, 
chicory manufacturer, &c., and maintained a 
position as an upright, painstaking, and 
thoroughly trustworthy man of business. 
"In all things Mr. Dodds seems to have 
been actuated by the Scripture principle, 
·'Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might."' (Condensed from an article 
in the North of England Critic and Review, 
June 2d, 1 76.) 

In November, 1887, Mr. Dodds was una
nimously elected mayor of the borough of 
Tynemouth; his elevation to the civic chair 
being signalized by a gathering of the tem
perance workers of the borough, who pre
sented their teetotal mayor with a beautiful 
and valuable service of plate. Though the 
honour conferred upon Mr. Dodds by the 
burgesses of Tynemouth was bestowed upon 
him when he was old in years, he was never
theless able to discharge the duties of his 
-0ffice until nearly the close of the civic year; 
and when he was at length compelled to remain 
within his home at Beverley Terrace, Culler
<!oats, expressions of sympathy and wishes for 
his speedy restoration to health were sent from 
all parts of the kingdom. 

Mr. Dodds died at the house of his son-in
law, Mr. Gascoyne, Eldon-place, Newcastle, 
on the 5th of December, 1888, at the age of 
seventy-eight years, and was buried in the 
presence of a large gathering of sorrowing 
fri ends from all parts of the country, in All 
Saints' Cemetery, J esmond Road, Newcastle
on-Tyne, where an imposing monument is 
erected to his memory, bearing the following 
inscription:-" In loving memory of George 
Dodds, ex-Mayor of Tynemouth; born No
vember 16th, 1810; died December 5tb, 1888; 
for more than fifty-two years one of the most 
trnsted leaders and devoted workers in the 

cause of total abstinence and national eo
briety." The structure is one of the most 
imposing in the cemetery. 

Although Gateshead is actually in the county 
of Durham, being on the Durham side of the 
river Tyne, it was, in the early days of the 
temperance reformation, deemed almost part 
of Newcastle, and was worked with and by 
the committee of the "canny toon." In treat
ing of the temperance movement from 1834 
to the present, it seems almost impossible to 
separate them, as some of the ablest and best 
workers resided in or near to Gateshead, and 
what phase or episode in the real history of 
total abstinence can be touched upon without 
introducing the names and work of George 
Charlton, and a host of others who were 
integral parts of the Newcastle Temperance 
Society? For years George Charlton, George 
Lucas, Thomas Carr, John Strachan, and 
others were as deeply interested in, and as 
well known by, the "folk of N ewcassel," as 
James Rew castle, George Dodds, Thomas 
Wilkie, Daniel Oliver, John Benson, and 
other members of the committee. 

GEORGE CHARLTON was born in the neigh
bourhood of Hexham, N ortburn berland, in the 
year 1808. He had but a limited education. 
a short period at the grammar-school at Hex
ham may be said to have been all the scholas
tic training he received. At the age of six
teen he became a member of the Primitive 
Methodist body, and eventually a local 
preacher; and for over half a century was 
an ardent, zealous, and laborious worker, 
and warmly attached to the people of his 
early choice. He served an apprenticeship 
to the butcher business, and in due course 
took to himself a wife, the object of his 
choice being a Miss Watson. He settled down 
first at Newcastle- on-Tyne, and fiually at 
Bensham, near Gateshead. In the year 
1833 Mr. Charlton joined the Moderation 
Temperance Society, but in October, 1835, he 
heard Mr. Joseph I ... ivesey deliver his "Malt 
Lecture," and he boldly went forward to enrol 
his name amongst the little band who adopted 
the "common-sense" pledge, his name being 
about the sixteenth on the roll of the New
castle teetotallers. On the formation of the 
Newcastle- on-Tyne Total Abstinence So
ciety in December, 1835, Mr. G. Charlton 
became one of its first committee, and as an 
honorary advocate manfully raised his voice 
in favour of the new doctrine. 
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As a. teetotal advocate, an Alliance man, a 
local preacher, and a supporter of the public 
movements of the day, Mr. Charlton hl'l.s been 
known far and wide as a zealous and devoted 
worker, who, after" enduring the scorn" and 
surmounting the trials and difficulties, duly 
bearing his share of bitter persecution, lived 
to see the temperance cause become not only 
respectable but popular, and its once perse
cuted advocates and clisci ples raised to positions 
of trust and offices of civic dignity and honour. 
In November, 1873, Mr. Charlton was duly 
elected Mayor of Gateshead; and so well did 
he discharge the duties imposed upon him, 
that in 1874 he was unanimously re-elected. 
In speaking of Mr. Charlton as mayor, the 
late Ven. Archdeacon Prest, Gateshead, re
marked : "When he was chosen for that office 
it was only fair to say that there were suspi
cions that he might not hold the balance of 
justice with perfect equality. He was known 
among them as a man who had thrown the 
strong powers of a vigorous mind, and the 
whole years of a most influen tial life, u1 on the 
side of temperance, and it was expected by 
many, and it was feared by some, that in the 
administration of justice he might be swayed 
by his well-known, and, he believed, by his 
honoumble bias; but when, after the end of 
his first year's mayoralty, the question was 
put who should succeed him, it was felt that 
none but him elf could be his parallel. When 
on the bench-where a man stood in the full 
light of public observation, where undoubtedly 
critical eyes and censorious minds were watch
ing and weighing bis words and his actions
no"ne was found to wag a tongue against him. 
He had done his duty as a just judge with no 
weak and unworthy hand. He had aclrninis
tered a law which was meant to repress sin 
and to diminish misery; but at the , ame time 
no man had come before him, and, above all, 
no woman bad come before him, who had been 
brought into distress by sin, without r eceiving 
from him words of such kindness and deeds 
of such love as showed that he was, whilst just, 
good, right, and true." On the 2 th of 
October, 1875, a public meeting was held 
in the Town Hall, Gateshead, when an 
address, beautifully illuminated and hand
somely framed, was presented to him in token 
of wide appreciation of his lifelong and 
consistent advocacy of principles which were 
calculated to promote the well-being of the 
community, and in commemoration of his ap-

pointment as justice of the peace. The chair 
was occupied by Mr. W. H . James, J.P., and 
eloquent addresses were delivered by the 
chairman, Archdeacon Prest-who made 
the presentation-George Charlton, mayor, 
Mr. Joseph Cowen, ~I.P. , George DodJs, Mr. 
Hindmarch, and Mr. George Lucas. On the 
front of the platform were displayed the 
address and the design of a water fountain to 
be erected in the park and to bear the name 
of George Charlton. Th e following i a copy 
of the address, which was read by Mr. Thoma& 
Rippon (now Rev. Thomas Rippon, Wesleyan 
minister), secretary to the testimonial com
mittee:-

"TO GEORGE CHARLTON, ESQ., J il1'ICE OF THE 

PEACE, .IIIAYOR OF GATESHEAD. 

"DEAR Sm,-Your elevation t o the magisterial 
bench, coming, as it does, near the close of yout' 
second year of mayoralty, furni shes to a large circle 
of neighbours, admirers, and fri ends a suitable 
opportunity of placing on record, and otherwise 
evincing their profound esteem for your character, 
together with their high appreciation of your life
long labours in the cause of humanity, religion, 
political liberty, and social morality. After much 
conference among the leading social reform rs of 
the district, it has been decided to erect in th new 
Gateshead Park, as soon as may be conve'nient, a 
drinking fountain, with appropriate emblem8 and 
inscriptions, which shall remain through many a 
year, and to successive generations, a t estimony of 
public veneration for your name, and a character
istic memorial of services that are pregnant with 
benefit s to posterity, and have already yielded 
many and great advantages to your contemporaries. 
Foremost in the li t of the services we specially 
desire to commemorate, we would place, as we feel 
sure you so place it, your forty years' labour in the 
wildernes of sin as a lay preacher of the glorious 
Gospel of R edemption. Among those who have 
taken part in the present memorial, there may be 
much difference of opinion and practice in reference 
to religion truth, but they are of one mind and of 
one heart in commend ing the warm-heartedness, 
self-denying zeal, and general catholicity of spirit 
which have ever characterized your enforcement of 
what you hold to be the truth of God. Your 
assistanca in furthering religious objects has been 
almost as much at the beck and call of other 
sections of the Christian Church as of your own, 
and in all cases your service has been done ' heartily 
as unto the Lord.' · 

"From this central line of your life we pass t o 
your advocacy of human rights against unjust laws, 
of abstinence from things hurtful to human health, 
comfort, and purity, and of arbitration by dignified 
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reasoning as a substitute for the 'arbitrament of 
the sword.' Your long official connection with 
the North of England Temperance League, your 
presidency of Newcastle and Gateshead Temper
ance Societies, and your hearty aid to the Good 
Ternplar movement all over the land, serve to 
identify your whole career with the temperance 
cause in all its branches and phases. It was your 
privilege to stand in the front of this momentous 
reform movement when the fight was hottest and 
thickest; it has doubtless afforded you sincere 
satisfaction to witness the wide adoption of prin
ciples for which at the outset you could hardly 
gain a hearing ; and in view of the vast area yet 
remaining to be covered with t emperance truth, 
it must be a great consolation to you to reflect on 
the number, ability, and devotedness of those whom 
your teaching and example have done so much to 
enlist, to stimulate, and to guide in the conflict to 
which your best energies have been consecrated so 
long. Your conduct while administering the law 
of the land and presiding over municipal affairs as 
chief magistrate for Gateshead has elicited unani
mous expressions of satisfaction from your fellow
citizens. The urbanity that springs from high
toned benevolence of heart has in your case availed 
to soften, without impairing, on the bench, as on 
the pbtform and in the pulpit, the vigour of your 
unbending rectitude and the caustic wit of whole
some satire. To one who, like yourself, can look 
back on more than forty 1 ye:i.rs of pilgrimage, it 
would appear an unmeaning compliment were we 
to wish you 'length of clays;' but valuing your 
living example and wi e teaching as we do, we 
cannot but express a de ire that it may please the 
Great Giver of all good to prolong your days of 
u efuln es ; and most unfeigneclly do we pray that 
the evening of your life may be spent in perfect 
peace, gladdened, amidst all its solemnities, with 
the prestige of 'the morning without clouds' and 
conscious nearness to 'the many mansions' of the 
F ather 's House. 

" vV ALTER H. JAMES, Chairman of Committee. 
"JOHN \V. ROBINSON, Treasurer. 
"T. RIPPON, Secretary." 2 

Although valiant in the defence of truth, 
Mr. Charlton was of a modest, unassuming, 
and uuostentatious nature, and always had 
an aversion to personal display, and an objec
tion to receive testimonials, &c. In this case 
he attempted to set his foot upon the move
ment, and did delay it for some time; but on 
hearing of it a second time and trying to stop 
it, he was curtly told by the promoters that 
he had nothing to do with the business, and 

i "Jir. Charlton was at this time in his sixty-seventh year. 
2Newcastle Daily Chronicle, October 29, 1875. 

that it was too far gone to be stopped. In 
his reply to the presentation speech he r~
marked: "Who could have expected in the 
commencement of life, after the buffets an<l 
the opposition, and the howlings-for in the 
early days we hau fought with the beasts of 
Ephesus,-that in the space of thirty years 
such a change would come over public opinion 
that the individuals who were at that time 
the most unpopular of men, 'the fanatics' of 
the day, should be recognized by an assem
blage like the present? That thought had 
occurred to him while listening to the speeches 
of the chairman and of the worthy archdeacon. 
He now found congratulations from gentlemen 
whose letters had been read, and he did not 
accept them because of his own personal 
merit--and this was what gave him courage 
to stand up, because he felt them to be spon
taneous acknowledgments of the value of 
consistency in principle. And this confirmed 
his deep belief that in the public conscience, 
after all the jeering, satire, aud sneering, 
there was a conviction of what was right and 
true." In a leading article commenting upon 
this meeting, the Newcastle Clironicle remarks : 
"Probably no man in the north of England 
could count more trophies for his teetotal 
bow and spear, and no member of the tem
perance troop commands more confidence 
from within or more hearty approval from 
without. It was this view of his career which 
rendered it necessary to enlarge the guest roll, 
if the meeting was to be in any worthy sense 
representative either of the man or the public 
feeling towards him. Born not to ease but to 
labour, the twice-elected Mayor of Gateshead 
worked his way by hard, honest, persevering, 
and well-considered toil-not to fortune, per
haps, but to a degree of competence which 
set him at liberty, while yet hale and vigorous, 
for entire devotion to public affairs. The 
elders amongst us can testify that he has 
never been wanting in the sagacity and dili
gence which makes business successful. Alike 
in his own routine occupation and in the 
several speculative enterprises which have 
had the advantage of bis counsel and joint 
management, he has uniformly prnved him
self an able man of the world. As an ad
ministrator of the poor-law, he has displayed 
for a long series of years the judiciousness 
and broad common sen e which marked his 
platform appearances, and which iu these 
later years has so conspicuously characterized 
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his membership and presidency of a town 
council. . Let young men emulate the 
purity of motive and conduct evinced by such 
men as Mr. Charlton, and it will be strange if 
they reach not unto honours like those which 
now rest on the brow of him whom a goodly 
company honoured yesterday, and who holds 
to-day no second place in the wider public 
opinion of the north." 

Mr. Charlton continued to labour in the 
same vigorous manner to the close of bis life. 
He acted for some time as honorary secretary 
to the North of England Temperance League, 
and took an active interest in its operations. 
He and his friend Mr. George Dodds were 
prominent and welcome visitors to the annual 
conferences and meetings of the British Tem
perance League, United Kingdom Alliance, 
&c., and were always heard with pleasure 
and enthusiasm. Mr. Charlton departed this 
life on the 15th of September, 1885, at the 
age of seventy-seven years. 

THOMAS P. BARKAS was born on the 5th 
of March, 1819, and at the age of fourteen, 
through the death of his father, was left at 
the head of a family of four children, together 
with the re ponsibility of a house carpentry 
and joinery business resting upon his youth
ful shoulders. He was a diligent student, 
and passionately fond of books, and, therefore, 
it was quite natural for him to feel more at 
home in the business of a stationer and book-
eller. For some years he was known as the 

po sessor of one of the largest and best book 
stores in the north of England, situated in 
Grainger Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. In 1 70 
Mr. Barkas became lessee of the Central 
Exchange News-room and Art Gallery, which 
he retained up to a recent date. 

As a lecturer on scientific and social sub
jects he became very popular, and had a most 
wonderful memory. It is estimated that Mr. 
Barkas has delivered upwards of 5000 (gratu
itous) lectures on a variety of subjects, com
prising electricity, optics, acoustics, temper
ance, phrenology, mesmerism, astronomy, 
phonography, geology, spiritualism, &c. &c. 
In 1837 Mr. Barkas joined the Newcastle-on
Tyne Temperance Society, and from that time 
henceforward became not only a consistent 
total abstainer but a zealous and laborious 
worker. Amongst the group of well-known 
local men who formed the society, all passed 
away, leaving Mr. Barkas the only survivor. 
On the death of his beloved friend and fellow-

worker-the late Mr. George Dodds-the 
committee fittingly elected Alderman T. P. 
Barkas to the office of president. 

For over half a century a Sunday after
noon meeting on the Quayside has been part 
of the work of the Newcastle Temperance 
Society, and a band of devoted workers were 
accustomed to give their special attention to 
this work. Prominent amongst them was 
THOMAS CARR of Gateshead-on-Tyne, after
wards of Beusbam, near Gateshead. Mr. 
Carr was one of the early converts to the 
principles of total abstinence, being a personal 
abstainer previous to joining the society. He 
was a lifelong abstainer, and in all his speeches, 
and they were numerous, he al ways told his 
audience that "not a drop, nor a drain of the 
abominable liquor had ever entered his lips, 
and by the help of God it never should." 
This is all the more remarkable from a man 
who was by occupation a painter, and asso
ciated with a class of men who were very 
certain the painting business could not ex
ist without drink to drive away the colic. 
Thomas Carr believed it could, and proved it 
by his own personal abstinence and open 
avowal of bis principles. He soon found an 
appropriate sphere of usefulness, and right 
nobly did he discharge the duties of speak •r, 
and for many years chairman, of the Quayside 
Open-air Meetings. The liquors sold by the 
publicans were held up by Thomas, to the 
contempt of tbe audiences he addresse<l, as 
articles which were utterly useless and uni
versally injurious, and those who drank them 
were given to understand by this veteran 
that they needed somebody to take care of 
their money for them. He was a tall, well
built man, with a bright eye, a genial coun
tenance, and a rough and ready wit. On the 
first Sunday of his brief engagement with the 
North of England Temperance League in 1863, 
the present writer went incognito to the Quay
side meeting, and after hearing some of the 
old veterans, and a speech in opposition by 
a chemical worker, he quietly asked permis
sion of the chairman, Mr. Carr, to reply to 
their opponent, which he did to the entire 
satisfaction of the vast majority of the audi
ence. In closing the meeting the chairman 
expressed his thanks to the stranger who 
had taken part in the proceedings, when one 
of the committee, who had turned up in the 
meantime, said to Mr. Carr, "Don't you know 
Mr. Winskill?" Shaking his head with a 
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roguish twinkle in his eye, Mr. Carr said, 
"No aw didn't knaw him, an aw consider 
it too bad ov him to steal a march on us in 
that way; but niver mind, aw'll be ready for 
him next time we catch him here." 

Eleven years after the writer went on 
another mission to Newcastle, and on the 
Sunday again went to the Quayside meeting, 
thinking that by this time he should escape 
unnoticed; but somehow it was expected that 
he would come, and his name was on the pro
gramme. He bad hardly got alongside of the 
lorry, when a friend tapped him on the 
shoulder and said, "A w'll right, maw man; 
jump up there, the chairman bes your name 
on his list." But it was not our old friend 
Thomas Carr who presided; he had just gone 
to his reward, his place being occupied by Mr. 
Veitch. There was another "stranger" there 
that day whom we had not seen for many 
years, aud did not recognize as our old friend 
"Jimmy Allan." After he and John Peters 
and others had spoken, the chairman said : 
"Aw beve noo to introduce 'a stranger'-Mr. 
Winskill frae Warrington." Many of the 
people were about to retire, and the writer 
saw that if he was to get an audience it must 
be by stratagem, so turning to the chairman 
he said, "Mr. Chairman, do you call that 
fair?" "Whey, what's the matter, hinney?" 
Then addressing the puzzled audience the 
writer asked, "Do you ca.11 it fair?" "What 
is it- what's the matter?" again asked the 
chairman, who seemed fairly bothered. "The 
idea," the writer exclaimed, "of introducing a 
native, bred and born amongst you, as 'a 
stranger!'" Springing forward, and laying 
his hands upon the writer's shoulders, then 
looking him full in the face, the good old man 
exclaimed: "Whey, hinney, thou's travelled 
se far an' gettin thee tongue scraped, that aw' 
didn't knaw thee." The point was gained, and 
it was wonderful where all the people came 
from, for the writer bad a larger audience 
than any speaker that day. 

Thomas Carr was not only a staunch tee
totaller, but an uncompromising foe to tobacco, 
and in his speeches seldom failed to give 
smoking teetotallers a humorous rebuke, which 
from him was taken in a kindly spirit. He 
was widely known in temperance circles, and 
died in the work, after having devoted what 
leisure to it he could command, for a period 
of forty years, as a voluntary worker. 

Although a humble, unlearned advocate, 

none were more zealous and faithful than 
JORN PETERS, who up to a vigorous old age 
was a well-known figure at the Quayside and 
other meetings. Carr, Peters, and others 
missioned the various villages in the outskirts 
of Newcastle and Gateshead, and many have 
had reason to hold their names in reverence 
for the good wrought in their homes and 
lives. 

W. B. LEIGHTON was a native of the Ballast 
Hills, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and after receiving 
an elementary education learned the art of 
printing, and eventually commenced business 
on his own account in Grainger Street. He 
was an earnest, active, Primitive Methodist, 
and from 1829 a laborious Sunday-school 
teacher at Ballast Hills. He was one of the 
earliest members of the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Total Abstinence Society, and his wife-Mrs. 
Leighton-is said to have been the first female 
in Newcastle to sign the teetotal pledge. 
They were staunch and true friends of the 
movement to the very last, in prosperity as 
well as in adversity. 

The Primitive Methodists erected a new 
and handsome chapel in Heaton Road, and 
called it the Leighton Chapel in honour of 
their old and true friend, who departed this 
life April 25th, 1884, at the age of seventy
four years. 

In 1838 the teetotal movement was intro
duced into the village of Bavington, North
umberland, and amongst those who became 
identified therewith was the squire of the 
parish, ROBERT INGRAM SHAFTO, of Baving
tou Hall, who became an earnest, active, and 
energetic temperance reformer. He began at 
home, and cleared the Hall of all intoxicating 
liquors, and then turned the village public
house into a temperance hotel, and erected a 
neat and commodious Primitive Methodist 
chapel- in fact, did all he could to make it 
"easy to do right" and somewhat difficult to 
do wrong. 

The temperance movement in the north of 
England never had a truer and better friend 
than MRs. MARGARET ARMSTRONG of Tyne
mouth. Only once in her life had she any 
knowledge of ever tasting alcoholic liquors, 
and that was when she was ill and was in
duced to try it. As soon as she had tasted it 
she spat it out, saying she was "poisoned," 
adding, " Is that the stuff that men say they 
cannot do without? Take it away! take it 
away!" For forty-seven years she success-
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fully managed a private temperance hotel at 
Tynemouth, and retained the full use of her 
mental faculties up to the very last, keeping 
till within a short period of her death the 
business management mostly in her hands. 
She died on the 16th of March, 1887, at the 
ripe age of eighty-seven years. 

WILLIAM LucAs of North Shields was one 
of the earliest adherents of total abstinence 
and a member of the first temperauce society 
in North Shields, and at the time of hi s death 
had been a teetotaller for fifty years. He was 
up to the last very anxious to promote the 
circulation of temperance literature, especially 
the Alliance News and other temperance pub
lications. He died on the ll th of July, 1887, 
at the age of eighty-one years. 

JOHN STRACHAN was born at Newcastle-on
Tyne, August 4th, 1809, and was of Scotch 
origin, his grandfather being a Fifeshire man 
who migrated to Tyneside, where he engaged 
in the coal-carrying trade of the river. When 
a child John's parents removed to J arrow-on
Tyne, where be spent his boyhood; but they 
subsequently settled in South Shields. 

In the early part of the year 1837 Mr. 
Edward Grubb of Rotherham (formerly of 
Preston) visited the north 'of England as a 
public exponent of total abstinence principles. 
H e visited South Shields, where, although 
there were several total abstainers, there was 
not a total ab ·tinence society. On the 9th of 
March, 1837, after a lecture by Mr. Grubb, 
the South Shields Total Abstinence Society 
was organized, Mr. John Strachan taking the 
office of secretary. 

As soon as the order of Rechabites became 
known the teetotallers of South Shields formed 
a "tent,'' under the title of the "Providence" 
Tent, and Mr. John Strachan was amougst 
the original members, and eventually became 
a very prominent figure in the new organiza
tion, holding the highest offices in the district. 
He was successively District Chief Ruler of 
the main body and General Secretary of the 
Female Order of Rechabites, which post be 
held for several years, and was presented with 
a gold and silver medal by the members. 

Mr. Strachan speedily became known 
throughout Northumberland and Durham 
as a public exponent of temperance truth, 
and in after years delighted to recount some 
of the scenes through which he and his com
peers had passed. He readily gave in his ad
hesion to the principles of the U uited King-

dom Alliance, and was appointed on its first 
general council, and soon afterwards became 
superintendent for N orthumberlaud, Cumbel'
land, and Durham, labouring for several years 
with good results. 

In response to a challenge thrown out by 
the liquor interest Mr. Strachan came forward 
in 1855 as a candidate for municipal honour::s, 
and successfully ousted a gentleman who had 
boasted that they would not allow any but 
those favourable to the liquor interest to be 
returned as town-councillors or poor-law guar
dians. 

In 1868 Mr. Strachan was elected an alder
man, and in 1869 mayor of the borough of 
South Shields, and subsequently he was ap
pointed justice of the peace for the borough. 
Originally a Presbyterian, Mr. Strachan joined 
the Baptists, mainly because of temperance 
principles being more favourably looked upon 
by that body and advocated by its ministers. 
He was an ardent Radical, a member of the 
Anti-corn-law League, of the Peace Society, 
the Anti-slavery Society, and the Anti-state
church Association, but he placed temper
ance principles above them all. 

He was for many years a popular and suc
cessful auctioueer in South Shields, and died 
June 21, 1884. 

ROBERT LOWERY was a nativ.e of North 
Shields, born October 14th, 1809. When 
Robert was about five years of age, his father, 
who was a seaman, removed to the North of 
Scotland and engaged in the Greenland fish
ing. A few years after he returned to Sheriff 
Hill, near N ewcastle-on-Tyne, where he died, 
leaving Robert to the care of an affectionate 
mother. At ten years of age he began to labour 
in the coal-pits, earning five shillings per week. 
When thirteen years of age he and his mother 
returned to North Shields, where Robert was 
apprenticed to the sea in accordance with his 
own wish. During his first voyage he learned 
the superiority of tea and coffee over ale and 
spirits to enable men to endure cold, wet, 
and fatigue. At a later period he dislocated 
his knee, and had to walk on crutches for 
about two years. During this period he 
diligently read the whole of the volumes of 
a leuding library kept by an old bookseller, 
aud eventually was apprenticed to a tailor at 
Newcastle, being unable to go back to sea. 
He soon became a good workman, and con
tinued his studies, often rising at 4 a.m. and 
reading till 6, when he started work. 
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At the early age of eighteen be married an 
excellent young woman, and though their life 
was a continuous struggle, it was happy and 
peaceful. In 1840 he visited Aberdeen, and 
on this visit to the granite city was induced 
to sign the teetotal pledge. From this time 
he became an earnest and eloquent advocate, 
and with the proceeds of a testimonial, origi
nated in Edinburgh, he sailed to Canada in 
September, 1862. He died under the roof of 
his daughter at Woodstock, August 4th, 1863, 
at the age of fifty-four years. 

In speaking of the labours of Mr. Joseph 
Bormond in the Allendale district many years 
ago, allusion is made to MR. JORN RIDLEY of 
Hexham, whose home was the place of refuge 
for the despised and persecuted advocates of 
teetotalism. 

At an early age John Ridley was put to 
work iu his fath er's glove manufactory, but 
in the year 1810, in the heat of the French 
war, he joined the militia, and after a few 
years service was bought off by his friends, 
and to their great joy he returned home. 
His attention was drawn to the temperance 
question in its early days, and although he 
drank very sparingly he at once abandoned 
all intoxicating liquors, and advised all around 
him to do likewise. 

On the 3d of March, 1858, he went at the 
urgent request of friends, and at consider
able inconvenience to him lf, to preside over 
a temperance meeting at West Hartlepool. 
The meeting was protracted, and as it was 
getting late he thought it prudent to retire 
about ten o'clock, and being ignorant of the 
road he missed his way in the darkness and 
fell into one of the docks. The fall was con
siderable through the tide being out, and there 
he lay until his moans were heard by some 
passer-by, and he was removed to a neigh
bouring house. His sufferings were so in
tense that the fracture in his thigh could 
never be properly operated on. In about a 
fortnight he was removed home by rail in an 
invali 1 carriage, where his afflicted family 
did all that was possible for him, but he 
gradually sank under the injuries sustained, 
and died on the lst of April, 1858, in his 
sixty-eighth year, his life being sacrificed iu 
the de ·ire to do good. He meekly and re
signedly remarked : "God had done it, and 
designed it for good to myself and family." 

Alnwick in Northumberland has a special 
claim upon the affections of the writer of 

these pages, therefore he has pleasure in 
introducing another of her veteran temper
ance reformers to his readers. 

JAMES STOTT was a nurseryman at Alnwick, 
and at the time of his death was one of its 
oldest and most respected tradesmen-one 
who through a long life had the reputation 
of being a man of the very strictest honour 
and integrity. "Besides being endowed with 
great force of character, and possessed of 
considerable intellectual ability, he was re
markable for perseverance and industry. 
For many years he took an active interest 
in the educational, religious, and material 
progress of his native town. Mr. Stott was 
a most consistent abstainer, and was a mem
ber of the United Kingdom Alliance. H e 
was president of the Aln wick Total Abstin
ence Society, and in many ways assisted every 
tempera.nee organization in the town. He 
died in March, 1889, at the age of ninety 
years. 

It is a rather remarkable fact that two of 
the most prominent teetotallers of Alnwick 
should be gardeners, and very long-lived. 
Mr. Stott living to fourscore years and ten, 
and Mr. Joseph Bormond to over fourscore 
and two years, he dying in his eighty-third 
year, after a most laborious life. 

Particulars have been given of John Ridley 
of Hexharn, who was a true friend of the 
t emperance reformation, and we have now to 
notice another JORN RIDLEY, also a native of 
"the canny north," who was a remarkable 
man. John Ridley was born May 26th, 
1806, and was descended from a family of 
Ridleys that occupied many parts of the 
Tyne valley centuries ago. His father and 
mother were first cousins, descended from 
Cuthbert Ridley, who, in 1700, held a large 
farm near Ovingham. John was an only son, 
but had a sister who died in early womanhood. 
At five years of age he lost his father, who 
was a flour miller at Hylton. His mother 
was a woman of strong character, and with 
the aid of a trusty man-servant carried on 
the business till J obn was about fifteen years 
of age, when he took the place of manager. 
In the meanwhile the family had removed to 
another mill at W est Boldon, four miles from 
Hylton. At an early age, led by his mother's 
example and life, he became a member of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Society, and at eighteen 
became an attractive local preacher. He 
had a keen relish and peculiar aptitude for 
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mechanical inventions, and before he was 
twenty years of age, from book description 
alone, he made au electrical machine. It is an 
interesting fact that this was the first ever seen 
by the world-famed electrician, Joseph Wilson 
Swan, who, as a child of seven, received his 
baptism of electric fire on the insulated stool 
from this very instrument-an experiment 
fruitful of results to the whole world! Fifty 
years or so afterwards, when Mr. Swan lec
tured at the Royal Institution on his beautiful 
electric lamps, he took care that John Ridley 
was present-a patriarchial man with white 
hair, silvery flowing beard, and earnest eyes, 
intensest of listeners; and at the close the 
scientist led the old man down the steps to 
explain the construction and working of the 
lamp and instruments. 

In 1835 Mr. Ridley married Mary, the 
daughter of John Pybus, master of the Bol
don Hall Academy, and in 1840 emigrated to 
the then new colony of South Australia, tak
ing out ·with him to Adelaide a steam flour
mill. The first news he heard on landing, 
after a six months' voyage, was that a public 
meeting had been called to consider what 
should be done with the corn from the first 
harvest in the colony, since there was no mill 
to grind it into flour. This was his oppor
tunity, and his steam flour-mill soon solved 
that problem to their satisfaction, and to his 
profit. "In 1842 when 175,000 acres of corn 
needed reaping in a colony with few labourers, 
Mr. Ridley conferred a still greater boon upon 
the farmers. H invented the Ridley reaper, 
which is still in general use under the name 
of the colonial stripper." Mr. Ridley mag
nanimously gave up all claim to patent right, 
and allowed the machine to be freely made, 
sold, and used, and its success was complete. 
It cut the wheat and thrashed it, and de
livered it at the end of the furrow almost 
ready for market, and when conveyed to the 
mill, the wheat, which an hour before was 
waving in the fields in all the lustre of golden 
tints, was by Mr. Ridley's steam-mill ground 
iuto flour. 

At the annual meeting of the Agricultural 
Society in 1845 a testimonial was presented 
to Mr. Ridley for his invention, through his 
Excellency Governor Grey ; afterwards he 
received the thanks of the colony by special 
vote of the legislature; and in 1863 a magni
ficent silver candelabra, made in Adelaide, 
and bearing a suitable inscription, was for-

warded to him from the farmers and leading 
colonists. This testimonial was presented in 
London at a public dinner given to Mr. Rid
ley by a number of South Australians resident 
in London. 

In 1853 Mr. Ridley with his wife and two 
daughters returned to his native land and the 
"north countrie," settling down, after a time, 
at Stagshaw Close House, on the banks of the 
Tyne, near Hexham, and at a later period he 
removed to Belsize Park, London, where be 
resided to the close of his life. He was 
almost a whole-life abstainer (the doctors 
having pressed him to try for a short time 
a little alcoholic liquor as a medicine). He 
was a fearless advocate of what he believed 
to be the truth, and distributed immense 
quantities of religious and temperance tracts, 
being, as Dr. F. R. Lees observed, "a tract 
society in his own person." Mr. Ridley was 
a great sufferer in his later years, and died 
after some days of intense pain, borne with 
much fortitude, somewhat suddenly, on the 
25th November, 1887, at the age of eighty-two 
years. (Condensed from a biographical sketch 
by Dr. F. R. Lees in the .Alliance News, De
cember 3lst, 1887, p. 866.) 

On the 9th May, 1836, Mr. Thomas Whit
taker of Blackburn, who had for some time 
been labouring under the direction of Mr. 
Joseph Livesey, now entered upon his duties 
as an officially appointed ag nt of the Briti h 
Temperance A sociation. He devoted his 
attention to the four northern counties, We t
moreland, Cumberland, Northumberland, and 
Durham. One of the first letters he wrote 
was the following addressed to Mr. Livesey:-

"DEAR Srn,- I am now in Maryport. I have 
never gone to bed one night since I left Preston 
without having a meeting. I have to be bellman, 
chairman, speaker, and everything. I have been 
at Lancaster, Hatton, Kendal, Staveley, Amble
side, Penrith, Cockermouth, vVhitehaven, vVork
ington, Ul verston, and Maryport. These are all 
new places, and I generally get from ten to forty 
names each night. Though I am in a poor 
country, I have set the fire of teetotalism a-burn
ing, and I have no doubt you will shortly have 
good news. I travel from seven to twenty-two 
miles a-day, and get up a meeting in the evening. 
Please to let my wife know where I am the first 
opportunity, and that I am in good health. 

" Yours truly, 

"THOMAS 'WHITTAKER. 

"Maryport, June 4th, 1836." 
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For the information of some of our younger 
readers, it may be well to explain the reason 
for this message to his wife. In those early 
days of temperance advocacy the agents re
ceived but scanty remuneration, and were 
therefore obliged to economize, and in addi
tion to this, the postage of letters was then a 
serious item-from seven pence to a shilling for 
every letter; so that Mr. Whittaker availed 
himself of this opportunity to assure his wife 
that she was not forgotten by him, although 
so far away and amongst strangers. 

In April, 1837, Mr. Francis Pearson, secre
tary of the Carlisle society, wrote to the editor 
of the Advocate as follows:-

" DEAR Srn,-I am requested by the Carlisle 
'l'emperance Association to inform you that we 
have succeeded in establishing a temperance society 
on the total abstinence principle, and that it is 
making rapid progress, although few of our mem
bers possess much influence; yet, sir, I believe we 
advocate the cause with all our might. On the 
4th February, 1837, we had only five solitary 
members, at present we number forty, and our 
pro pects are the most encouraging. Intemperance 
rages to an awful extent in Carlisle, and it is a 
matter of great surprise that a society was not 
formed long ago. One would have imagined 
that in a town whose population exceeds 21,000, 
some efforts would have been made to stem the 
torrent which rolls on with unremitted fury, and 
carries hundreds to their graves, and what is still 
worse, to the mi ery of hell; but thanks be unto 
God 'tis better late than never. I am confident 
that if we could possibly get one or two good 
speakers to as ·ist us, we should speedily be greatly 
increased, and consequently be better able to resist 
this destructive vice. 

" Yours, &c., 
"FRANCIS PEARSON, Secretary. 

"April, 1837." 
(Preston Tempe1·ance Adi·ocate, 1837, p. 45.) 

Ou the 19th of July, 1837, Mr. Pearson 
again reported progress, despite very strong 
opposition and misrepresentation from a quar
ter least expected, viz. the pulpit. He says: 
" We have been termed there as the novelty 
of the nineteenth century, as in league with 
infidels, and as making total abstinence a sub
stitute for Christianity. These absurd objec
tions show what poor shifts our enemies are 
put to. But I am glad to inform yon that in 
the midst of onr opposition we have pros
pered. We are at present ninety strong, and 
I have little doubt but we shall soon be as 
many more" (ibid. 1837, p. 71). 

On the 20th of October, 1837, an interesting 
soiree was held in Mr. Gray's Assembly Room, 
Carlisle, when about 200 friends of the society 
met together. The chair was occupied by Mr. 
John Lowthian, of Carlton House, and ad
dresses were delivered by the Rev. J. Fox of 
Stamfordham; Rev. Mr. Osborne of Dumfries; 
Mr. Thomas Wilkie of Newcastle-upon-Tyne; 
and Mr. Robson Scott of Stamfordham (ibid. 
1837, p. 93). 

Ald. William Farish, J.P., of Chester, in 
his recently published autobiography, men
tions the following as the most active of the 
early workers in Carlisle, viz.: Hudson Scott 
(should have been Robson Scott; Mr. Hudson 
Scott, in acommunication to the present writer, 
denies his connection with the society), James 
M'Millan, J. D. Carr, John Slack, James 
Barnes, &c. 

In the above-named autobiography Mr. 
Farish says that Mr. James M'Millan was 
"the most active spirit of the Carlisle Tem
perance Society. For years it was his custom 
to give a lecture on Sunday afternoon from 
the common rostrum in the market-place. 
These addresses were always replete with 
sound argument and much ready wit, slightly 
acidy sometimes, but never lacking in that 
raciness and point usually so taking with 
popular assemblies. His shop in the Old 
Grapes Lane was for long the draw up of the 
savans of teetotalism. Richard Duncan, sil
versmith; John Slack, master boot-maker; 
James Barne" subsequently city collector; 
Sam Bough, the afterwards famous artist; 
Thomas Sewell, saddler; John Gill banks, 
grocer; J. J. Osborne, minister and author; 
and Tom Johnstone, schoolmaster, were all 
occasionally of the set." 

The Carlisle teetotallers practised the Pres
ton system of weekly visitation of the members, 
and found it productive of much good to the 
cause, as well as an encouragement to those 
needing a little careful oversight and words 
of sympathy. Two of their early and most 
remarkable converts were "Tommy" Clark 
and his wife Phrebe, who had been degraded 
and poor, but after their rescue by the tee
totallers became so changed as to live "for 
many years sober, industrious, and godly 
lives." The chief speaker of the society was 
James M'Millan, but with the assistance of 
James Teare, Thomas Whittaker, George 
Dodds, George Charlton, Dr. Grindrod, George 
E. Lomax, and others, they were able to do a 
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grand work in the city and district. Mr. 
Richard Duncan removed to Whitehaven, 
where he practised as a dentist, and died dur
ing the progress of the American Civil War, 
and was soon followed by James Barns and 
James M'Millan. 

The movement in the Whitehaven district 
had a warm friend and supporter in the late 
RrcHARD SANDS of that town. For thirty-five 
years he was the secretary of the local branch 
of the United Kingdom Alliance, was also an 
active Good Templar, &c. While on a tour 
in Ireland he took typhoid fever, and died 
August 29th, 1887, aged sixty-one years. 

MR. WILLIAM CRACKE. THORPE, J.P., of 
Newbiggen Hall, Cumberland, was an ab
stainer of long standing, if not a whole-life 
abstainer. He was fifty-eight years a magis
trate, and was known as a benevolent frieud 
of the working-classes, taking special interest 
in their welfare. He spent much time and 
money in helping forward the Penrith Work
ing-men's Reading-room and other institu
tions, but the :finest trait in his character was 
hi'S large-hearted benevolence and sympathy 
with struggling young men. Scores of young, 
both in Westmoreland and Cumberland, owe 
their success in life to his helping hand. To 
the poor of his own estate, lying in the parishes 
of Newbiggen, Kirkbytbore, Culgaith, Kirk
land, Penrith, and Ousby, he was always a 
benefactor, and before the education act was 
applied to New biggen, pai<l the school fees of 
most of the poor children in the village. Mr. 
Crackenthorpe passed peacefully away on the 
lOth of January, 1888, at the advanced age of 
ninety-eight years. 

CAPTAIN JACKSON, of Pitcairn House, Kes
wick, was a zealous teetotaller, and a warm 
friend of the movement. He died in Sep
tember, 1883, at the age of eighty-four years. 
Another active friend of teetotalism was MR. 
JOHN TE NANT of Kirkby Lonsdale, who died 
April 28th, 1865, aged seventy-one years. 

As already intimated, the total abstinence 
movement secured a :firm footing in Darling
ton in 1835, and secured the sympathy and 
support of a number of earnest, influential 
workers. In addition to these already named 
are two or three deserving special mention. 

MR. JOSEPH PEASE, the Quaker philanthro
pist of Darlington, and father of the brothers 
Sir Joseph W. Pease, M.P., Arthur Pease, 
and the late Gurney Pease, was a liberal friend 
and supporter of the temperance movement. 

At his own expense he :fitted up meetiug
places at Shildon, Pease's West, W aterhouses, 
Marske, and other places, and employed 
several temperance missionaries, including 
John M. Brown, Joseph Ritson, ·William 
Lapsley, and others. Mr. Pease died on the 
8th of February, 1872, at the age of seventy
three years. His sons Arthur and Guruey, 
from boyhood, took a warm interest in the 
temperance question, and were personal ab
stainers. We are not aware that Sir Joseph 
ever professed as much. 

MR. JORN FOTHERGILL, M.R.C.S., was born 
at Carrend, Wensleydale, Yorkshire, May 13th, 
1785. He received his elementary education 
at the Friends' schools at Reeth and Gilder
some. His medical studies were pursued and 
completed in London, where he practised as a 
member of the Royal College of Surgeons. 
He afterwards practised as a surgeon in W ens
leydale, and then removed to Darlington, 
where what he saw of the evils of intemper
ance prepared him to take up the movement 
from its commencement. As already stated, 
he was one of the originators of the Modera
tion Society in Darlington, and one of the :first 
to be convinced that total abstinence was the 
only sound basis for the temperance reforma
tion. He abstained entirely from intoxicating 
liquors, and banished them fromhis table in the 
year 1833. On the formation of the Darlington 
Total Abstinence Society, August 4th, 1835, 
Dr. Fothergill was chosen president, and held 
the office till his death. It was in connection 
with the temperance cause that Dr. Fothergill 
came out as a public speaker, and as such his 
name was known throughout the district and 
for many miles beyond. He took great pains 
to bring the teetotal question before the 
members of the Society of Friends, some of 
whom were strongly prejudiced against the 
movement. In 1839 he wrote a special address 
to the society, which was printed and exten
sively circulated during the yearly meeting in 
London. He also gave special addresses to the 
Friends at their own meeting-house at Dar
lington, and to his advocacy the movement is 
indebted for the help it received from many 
of the members of that society. Along with 
Dr. Higginbottom of Nottingham, Dr. Beau
mont of Bradford, Dr. fodge of Bodmin, and 
one or two others, Dr. Fothergill was amongst 
the first medical men in the country identi
fied with the movement, and who carried it 
out in their practice. He was an able and 
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prolific writer, and wrote the leaders in the 
London Ternperance Advocate; and through 
the controversy on the long versus tha short 
pledge, he firmly advocated the claims of the 
long pledge, maintaining the inconsistency of 
giving or offering to others that which we 
deem wrong to take ourselves. He was the 
author of a tract which had a very wide cir
culat ion, and was entitled the T emperance 
},father and Nnrse, in which he pointed out 
the evils arising from the use of strong liquors 
by nursing mothers, showing how it affected 
their own health and that of their offspring. 
He was also an ardent friend of negro emanci
pation, an advocate for the abolition of capital 
punishment, and for the principles of the 
Peace Society. He took an active part in the 
anti-corn-law agitation, and was throughout 
his whole career a friend of justice, liberty, 
and progress. He entered into rest in the 
year 1857, at the age of seventy-two years. 

One of the most faithful of the early friends 
of the temperance movement in the city of 
Durham was a boot and shoe maker named 
THO)fAS SIDDLE, who, to the close of a long 
life, was an earnest laborious worker. When 
over sixty years of age he was the ener
getic secretary of the Durham Temperance 
Society, and as vigorous and enthusiastic as a 
young man under thirty. He was a true and 
generous friend of every tem perance effort. 

The REv. GEORGE T o"\vNSEND Fox, M.A., 
was for many years the e teemed vicar of St. 
Nicholas's, Durham, and an ardent temperance 
reformer. Mr. Fox was son of the late Mr. 
George Townsend Fox of Di:rham, and 
brother of Sir "'\iVilliam Fox, the temperance 
champion of New Zealand. During the early 
part of his life Mr. Fox was an American 
merchant, but when about thirty years of 
age he returned to England, and entered 
Cambridge University, graduating at Trinity 
College, taking bis degree of B.A. in 1848, 
and his M.A. in 1851. In 1856 he was 
presented to the living of St. Nicbolas's, and 
resigned in 1882 in favour of bis nephew, 
the Rev. H . C. Fox. He became one of the 
vice-presidents of the United Kingdom Alli
ance at an early period in its history, and held 
the position till his death. At the ministerial 
conference convened by the Alliance, and held 
in the Town Hall, Manchester, June 9th, lOth, 
and llth, 1857, Mr. Fox rendered important 
service, preaching an eloquent inaugural ser
mon before the ministerial conference, and 

taking a very active and influential part in 
the three days' proceedings. We remember 
with gratitude bis kindly words of encourage
ment and sympathy many years ago, when 
doing temperance work in the city of Durham. 
Mr. Fox was never married, living at Dur
ham with a niece. He died June l 7th, 18 6, 
at the age of seventy-five years. 

On Ea ter Monday, 1836, the Sunderland 
Total Abstinence Society held a festival in the 
large room at the Arcade, High Street, which 
was crowded to excess, more than 450 persons 
being present. His worship the mayor pre
sided over the meeting held after tea, and 
delivered an address abounding with wit 
and humour, and which called forth peals of 
laughter. Captain George Pilkington, R.N., 
spoke at great length, and Mr. Greenbank 
addressed the meeting in his wonted eloquent 
style, after which the mayor and mayoress 
retired, and the chair was taken by Mr. T. B. 
Young. Mr. Holsgrove and Mr. Binns (a 
visitor from Halifax) next addressed the 
meeting, which broke up about ten o'clock. 
The secretary, Mr. William Coxon, in report
ing this festival to the Preston Temperance 
.Advocate, 1836 (p. 45), speaks of certain "lay 
and clerical, or would-be clerical, per;:,onages 
who annoy us by petty opposition. They go 
crawling about like reptiles, depositing their 
slime as they creep along, l>ut have not the 
cournge to come and confront us at any pub
lic meeting." (Our object in giving this quo
tation will be more apparent at a later stage 
in this history.) 

Soon after this the society was favoured 
with a visit from the Rev. Joseph Barker of 
Chester, who delivered an able address at a 
public meeting held in Zion Chapel. 

In the course of his northern tour Mr. 
Thomas Whittaker of Blackburn visited Sun
derland, and held eleven meetings in town 
and country up to July 23d, 1 36, with such 
success that about 200 new members were 
added to the Sunderland society, in addition 
to new societies established at Hylton, Hough
ton-le-Spring, and Shiney Row. 

The Rev. Owen Clarke, of the British and 
Foreign Temperance (i.e. Moderation) Society, 
and his supporters made a feeble and unsuc
cessful effort to oppose the progress of teetotal
ism during this period (Preston 1.1emperance 
Advocate, 1836, p. 69). On the 19th of Au
gust, 1836, Mr. Coxon reported that at a. com
mittee meeting held on the previous evening 
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it was resolved to present every brewer, spirit 
merchant, landlord, and jerrylord in the town 
with a copy of Thou Shalt Not ]{ill, and 
every medical ruan a copy of the Physio
logical Influence of Alcohol, and every minis
ter of every denomination with a copy of ea.eh. 
He also reported the establishment of local 
weekly meetings, and a system of district 
visiting, adding, "We have a host of reformed 
drunkards, many of them effective speakers 
and our most active visitors" (Preston Tem
perance Advocate, 1836, p. 77). 

WILLIAM CoxoN, first secretary of this 
society, was a man of good position, a fluent 
speaker, and one who did good service in 
establishing the society. 

At the annual meeting held November llth, 
1836, Mr.JOHN HILLS, a member of the Society 
of Friends, was elected secretary. He was a 
"true friend," a laborious worker, and an un
flinching adherent of teetotalism, being the 
first to sign the teetotal pledge at the close of 
Mr. Joseph Livesey's lecture, October 29th, 
1834. 

On the death of Mr. Edward Backhouse in 
1879, good old John Hills was elected presi
dent of the society, but did not long survive, 
passing to his rest Febl'uary lst, 1880, at the 
age of seventy-seven years. A number of able, 
educated, and influential persons gave their 
time, talents, influence, and money to further 
the interests of the society, including the Rev. 
John Parker, Presbyterian; Me srs. J. B. 
Young, Genrge Binns, v'\Tatson Binns, James 
Williams, E. C. Robson, John Marson, Nicholas 
Smirk, Edward Back house, Charles and Henry 
Wilson, Anthony W ardropper, and several 
others. 

The sole survivor of this gallant band of 
temperance pioneers is ANTHONY WARDROP
PER, who was born at Sundel'land, June 25th, 
1818. His mother was left a widow when he 
was six years old. As a boy of ten he was 
e.ngaged as a mason's lad at the building of the 
Sunderland Market. At fourteen he was ap
prenticed to Mr. Thomas Pratt, builder, aud 
in January, 1840, he commenced business on 
his own account as a house-builder. In 1862 
he was engaged with Mr. Taylor and Mr. T. 
F. Hedley in the revaluation of the whole of 
the borough for the equalization of the rates, 
and also in the revaluation of Alnwick, Mid
dlesbrough, Stockton, \Vakefield, and places 
on the south side of the Tyne from Shields to 
Blaydon. From 1855 to 1858 Mr. Ward-

ropper represented Bridge Ward in the Town 
Council, and took a special interest in laying 
out the beautiful park which is an ornament 
and an honour to the borough of Sunderland, 
and has few equals. 

It is, however, in temperance work that 
Mr. Wardropper is best known and has most 
distinguished himself. He signed the pledge 
in 1836, and has been a faithful disciple of 
teetotalism ever since. He was treasurer of 
the society for fourteen years, and chairman 
of the Saturday evening meeting in the Old 
Arcade for many years. 

When the Good Templar movement was 
introduced into the Sunderland district Mr. 
Wardropper gave in his name as a charter 
member of Prohibition Lodge No. 55. This 
was in 1870, and in 1878 Brother Wardropper 
was District Counsellor, and then District 
Chief Templar until 1880, and again in 1885. 

In all his efforts he was ably seconded by 
his amiable and estimable wife, who was the 
youngest daughter of Captain Wallis of South 
Shields. Their four sons and four daughters, 
all grown up, are whole-life teetotallers. 

On Sunday, December lst, 1 89, Mrs. and 
Mr. Anthony Wardropper attained the jubilee 
of their married life, and received many letters 
and words of congratulation from all parts of 
the country. Numerous costly presents were 
given to the aged but truly vigorous couple. 
At the fortnightly meeting of the Sunderland 
Sub-District Conference I.0.G.T., held in the 
Station CoffeeTavern,Gundal, December 14th, 
under the presidency of Brother Blacklock, a 
handsome time-piece was presented to Brother 
Wardropper "in commemoration of bis golden 
wedding," which was presented by Brother 
Harrison, C.S., in a neat speech, in which he 
testified the pleasure it gave him on behalf of 
the numerous subscribers to hand over their 
gift to so worthy a brother, and the oldest 
member of the Sunderland Total Abstinence 
Society, of which he was one of the founders. 

In the year 1820 Mr. Enw ARD BACKHOUSE 
took up bis residence at Sunderland, and 
was for some time a member of the "old 
moderation" society, but saw it to be his 
duty to identify himself with the teetotallers, 
and for a number of years was president of 
the Sunderland Total Abstinence Society, 
and also for a time president of the North 
of England Temperance League. He was 
one of the vice-presidents of the United 
Kingdom Alliance, and a liberal supporter 
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of these and kindred organizations. In 1867 
Mr. Backhouse purchased the site and build
ings of an old pottery near the public 
approaches to the docks at Sunderland, and 
after making extensive alterations in some of 
the best of the buildings he opened them for 
educational and philanthropic purposes, in
cluding a free night-school for young people, 
a mission to foreign sailors, Bible-classes, &c. 
&c. Seeing that his efforts were successful, 
Mr. Backhouse erected at his own expense a 
magnificent pile of buildings, comprising a 
large hall for religious and temperance meet
ings, a Bible and tract dep&t, rooms for mothers' 
meetings, &c., :fitted with every requisite, and 
surmounted by a clock-tower with clock, and 
bells, with chimes, &c. The plain unostenta
tious title of the whole is carved in stone over 
the main entrance, "The Pottery Buildings." 
Princely in his gifts for the benefit of the 
people and the adornment of the town, Mr. 
Back house might have very aptly been termed 
the Peabody of Sunderland. He was an 
active, earnest me.mber of the Society of 
Friends, and died on the 22d of May, 1879, at 
the age of seventy-one years. 

Another earnest, laborious, but quiet, un
ostentatious temperance and social reformer 
in Sunderland was Mr. CHARLES WILSON, also 
a member of the Society of Friends, whom we 
had the pleasure of knowing personally as a 
very old and true friend of temperance. Mr. 
Wilson resided for some time at Shotley Park, 
Shotley Bridge, where both he and his wife, 
Eliza Wilson, were well known and respected 
as truly earnest Christian philanthropists. Mr. 
Wilson was a diligent Bible student, a regular 
attendant at religious and other meetings; one 
of the founders of the Boys' and Girls' Refor
matory and Industrial Schools at Sunderland, 
the success of which is largely owing to his 
wise supervision and personal service to the 
end of his life. Mrs. Wilson was the fourth 
daughter of Thomas and Mary Pumphrey of 
Ampthill, Bedfordshire, and was for some years 
in business in London, until her marriage with 
Charles Wilson in 1855, when she removed to 
Sunderland, and joined him in his efforts to do 
good. She died on the 2d February, 1 80, aged 
sixty-nine years, and Mr. Wilson only survived 
her about eight months. He died, October 
27th, 18 6, aged seventy-one years. 
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TEETOTALISM IN CHESHIRE, WALES, WEST OF ENGLAND, &c., 1834-1840. 
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For several years the Cheshire side of the 
Mersey was missioned and worked by the 
Liverpool parent society, and branch societies 
were in active operation at Birkenhead, Tran
mere, Liscarcl, &c., which took part in the 
annual processions of the Liverpool and di. trict 
temperance fe tivals. 

The REV. JAMES TowERS, the well-known 
Presbyterian Minister of Birkenhead, was one 
of the divinity students who listened to Mr. 
John Dunlop's lecture in Glasgow in 1829, and 
who became one of the early converts to tee
totalism; so that be came to Birkenhead an 
ardent, consistent teetotaller, and for many 
years be bas laboured incessantly to further 
the interests of the cause in that town and 
neighbourhood. 

CHARLES ARDISH of Birkenhead was one 
of the first in the "City of the Future" to 
adopt and advocate the total abstinence prin
ciple. He was founder, and conductor, for 
years, of the first Band of Hope in Birkenhead, 
and an active continuous worker to the last. 
One of his last public appearances was as chair
man at a temperance meeting, where the writer 
was the speaker of the evening. In the course 
of his opening address the chairman briefly 
alluded to bis own experience as a teetotaller 
of over fifty years' standing, and a working-

man employed for a long period at the docks. 
A semi-intoxicated tradesmen in the audience 
said, "Teetotalism has not done much for yon, 
then, or you would not be working at the 
docks now." In a few well-chosen s ntences 
Mr. Ardish very tritely answered bis oppo
nent, and turned the laugh upon him, to the 
amusement of the audience. He died at 
Birkenhead, November 27th, 1888, at the age 
of seventy-four years. 

As already stated, the Chester Temperance 
Society was founded in 1834 by Mr. J·ohn 
King of Preston, who resided there for a 
brief period. It was for a time worked on the 
dual basis, the same as Preston and other 
societies; but the committee soon found that 
entire abstinence was the only effectual remedy 
for intemperance, and they eventually di -
carded the moderation pledge in favour of 
teetotalism. Their first secretary was Jlii[r. 
John Randall Williams, noticed below, and 
amongst the early members .of the society 
were Messrs. J obn Jones, Joseph Nixon, 
Robert Roberts, David Roberts, Rev. Joseph 
Barker, one of t4e editors of the Star of 
Temperance-published at Mancbester,-and 
several others. The early disciples of tee
totalism in Chester were missionaries, and in 
addition to working their own society, went 
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out into the neighbouring towns, holding 
meetings, taking pledges, and forming local 
societies, to whom they rendered valuable 
assistance. Macclesfield, N antwicb, North
wich, Wiusford, Tatteuhall, Knutsford, Crewe, 
Congleton, and even Wrexham, Wales, were 
visited by these heroic workers, who gallantly 
went forth to do battle for the cause they had 
espoused. While located at Chester the Rev. 
Joseph Barker was a tower of strength to the 
infant cause; but after his adoption of, and 
public declaration by public lectures and 
tracts, pamphlets, &c., of freethinking opin
ious, di visions arose, and the Chester Temper
ance Society altered its name to that of the 
Chester Christian Temperance Society, the 
object thereof being "to counteract the influ
ence of some of the local advocates who were 
supposed to be freethinkers, and to conciliate 
the favour of the more actively religious." Up 
to the present the Chester society is known 
by the above-named title, Chester Christian 
Temperance Society. 

ROBERT ROBERTS, for many years president 
of the Cho ter Christian Temperance Society, 
was born in Carnarvonsbire, North Wales, in 
1800. At the age of twenty-three it was 
apparent that both himself and his parents 
were consnmptive, and this led him to give 
atte11tion to the study of the laws of health, 
and then to see the importance of temperance. 
Both parents died, and this, with his own ill 
health, caused him to be very anxious on 
these points. He partook freely of wine 
under medical pre cription without deriving 
any benefit therefrom. Just at this crisis a 
tract on the water-cure fell into bis hands, and 
he read it very attentively, the result being 
the abandonment of the wine, and the adoption 
of water as a beverage. "The change was 
wonderful;" in a few months he entirely 
regained his health, and was once more able 
to attend to bis ordinary duties. From that 
time (about 1 35) he became a thorough tee
totaller, and an uncompromi ing enemy of 
drink and the drink traffic. He became a 
diligent student of temperance literature, and 
the possessor of the writings of the best 
authors, so that he fully grasped the whole 
subject. The la t temperance meeting he was 
privileged to attend was the occasiou of Mr. 
John B. Gough's visit to Chester, when he was 
borue in a chair, and although suffering much, 
seemed to thoroughly enter into the spirit of 
the meeting, his countenance beaming with 
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joy at the sight of such a magnificent audience 
at a temperance lecture. He was a teetotaller 
from conviction, believing that total abstinence 
was true in theory, correct in practice, and the 
only practical and immediate remedy for the 
terrible evils of drunkenness. He was also a 
liberal supporter of ragged schools, town mis
sions, tract and Bible societies, &c. &c. He 
departed this life in July, 1858, aged fifty
eight years. 

JOHN JONES was for many years a highly
respected accountant in Chester, and was for 
long the active secretary of the Chester Chris
tian Temperance Society, and on the death 
of Mr. Robert , of the Old Bank (about the 
year 1860), was chosen president, and held 
the office to the close of his life. One of his 
last public acts was to preside over a public 
meeting of the society, held in the Town Hall, 
Chester. He died April l 7th, 1884, aged 
seventy-six years. 

JosEPH NrxoN was a native of Carlisle, but 
at an early age found his way to Liverpool, 
and when abont twenty-five years of age 
removed to Chester. He there commenceJ 
business as a perfumer, &c., in Bridge Row, 
and eventually retired in favour of his son. 
In addition to being one of the early tee
totallers he was an acceptable Wesleyan local 
preacher, and bad access to the people in the 
villages around Chester, to whom he earnestly 
recommended his teetotalism. He was a 
friend of the Alliance and other temperance 
organizations, and died January 22cl, 1887, in 
his seventy-fifth year. 

Davrn ROBERTS was a native of Chester, 
born in 1814, and "from early life was an 
earnest and active supporter of every move
ment for the elevation of the working-classes." 
He was one himself, and had his share of diffi
culties at the outset; bnt by industry,economy, 
and temperance he gradually rose to a very 
respectable position in society. He signed 
the total abstinence pledge in 1834, and was 
a member of the committee of the Chester 
Christian Temperance Society from the be
ginning to the close of his life. He was 
the first president of the Chester Band of 
Hope and treasurer of the South Lanca
shire and North Cheshire Total Absti
nence Union. He was also an active Good 
Templar, a lay preacher amongst the Inde
pendents, a ready speaker, and an able writer 
on temperance t0pics. He was a tailor by 
trade, but took a deep interest in mechanical 
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engineering, &c. He died in the year 1885, 
at the age of sixty-nine years. 

JOHN RANDALL w ILLIAMS, first secretary of 
the Chester Temperance Society, was a printer, 
and for many years bead of the firm of Williams 
& Co., printers, School Lane, Liverpool. Mr. 
Williams signed the total abstinence pledge in 
1834, and up to the last took a deep interest 
in the movement. He was an able, enthusi
astic advocate, who was listened to with atten
tion and interest. He died of heart disease at 
his residence, Fern Lea, Charlesville, Claugh
ton, Birkenhead, October 23d, 1886, in his 
seventy-first year, and was interred at Flay
brick Hill Cemetery. 

WILLIAM FARISH, one of the most robust 
and prominent of the Chester teetotallers, was 
not a Cheshire man, having been born in the 
city of Carlisle, June 2d, 1818. At the early 
age of eight years he had to assist in the 
weaving shop, and was brought up to the 
trade of a handloom weaver. At this pre
carious and unremunerative employment he 
laboured for about sixteen years, and becom
ing associated with those who drank intoxica
ting liquors he acquired the habit also. On the 
15tb July, 1840, he signed the total abstinence 
pledge in Carlisle, and began to cultivate his 
mind with such success that in 1842 he aban
doned the loom and took charge of a village 
school. This was found to be injurious to his 
health, and he took a situation in the manu
factory of Messrs. Dixon of Carli le, leaving 
there to become clerk and timekeeper for the 
late Thomas Brassey, the eminent railway 
contractor. About the year 1850 Mr. Farish 
settled in Chester, and was soon elected on 
the committee of the Chester Temperance 
Society. 

His talents as a speaker, and his genial, 
hearty manner and earnestness soon made 
him popular throughout the whole district. 
Believing that there was an opening for a 
respectable bona .fide temperance hotel in the 
city, he set up an establishment of that kind, 
and the result was highly satisfactory to all 
concerned. Mrs. Farish was a capable woman, 
in full sympathy with him, and their hotel 
was in the strictest sense a real temperance 
hotel, "a comfortable home from home." He 
now gave himself up to temperance work, 
becoming a travelling agent for the United 
Kingdom Temperance and General Provident 
Institution, and also editing one of the local 
weekly newspapers. 

About the year 1857 Mr. Farish became 
connected with one of the largest collieries in 
North Wales, which was the stepping-stone to 
the high mercantile position which, in com
pany with his brother, he afterwards occupied 
for many years. In 1860 he was prese11t Al 
with a requisition from the burgesses of the 
second largest ward in the city to become a 
candidate for a seat on the city council, in 
opposition to a neighbouring publican and 
wholesale spirit merchant. He conse11ted, and 
was returned by a large majority. On taking 
bis seat in the council he was at once ap
pointed upon most of the important com
mittees, and in the year 1877 was elevated to 
the highest position to which his fellow-citi
zens could elect him, that of chief-magistrate 
for the borough, and in 1881 was created a 
justice of the peace. In 1868-69 he filled 
the office of sheriff of Chester, so that he has 
had his full share of the honours and duties 
of public office. His "Autobiography," 
printed and published for private circula
tion, is a well-written and most interesting 
work; the appendix contains several of his 
valuable contributions to the local press. 

For more than forty years Mr. Farish was 
supported in his labours and pleasures by his 
excellent wife, MRS. ELIZABETH FARISH, who, 
though personally quiet and unobtrusive, was 
an earnest and consistent supporter of the 
temperance . reformation. Many of the older 
temperance advocates enjoyed the pleasure of 
her hospitality and conversation. In October, 
1 8 , Mr. Farish was anxious to attend the 
annual meeting of the United Kingdom Alli
ance in Manchester, and though she was suf
fering much, Mrs. Farish cheerfully consent~d 
to his going. On Tuesday, October 22d, she 
became worse, and it was deemed advi able to 
summon Mr. Farish home by t elegraph. He 
found her beyond hope of recovery, and on 
the 26th she passed away in her seventy
ninth year, and was interred at H elsby, 
Cheshire. Mr. Farish himself is yet a hale, 
hearty man, and an active worker. 

JAMES HIGGINBOTHAM, of Hyde, was born 
at Mellor, Derbyshire, in 1829, and wa a tee
totaller nearly the whole of his life. On his 
settlement in Hyde he became identified with 
the temperance society, and filled the office of 
president several times. He was a director of 
the Hyde Temperance Hall Company, a vice. 
president of the Hyde Band of Hope Union, 
and was a warm supporter of, and a subscriber 
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to, the U uited Kingdom Alliance and other 
organizations. He was a member of the 
Flowery Field Church, a town-councillor, and 
identified with numerous local associations. 
As a temperance reformer and an advocate 
.of true temperance principles he was well 
known and much respected. He died at 
Hyde on Sunday, October 15th, 1887, in his 
fifty-eighth year. 

At Hyde, Na.ntwich, Stockport, Maccles
field, and other places in Cheshire the total 
.abstinence movement took root, and vigorous 
teetotal societies were organized. 

In April, 1835, the new pledge was intro
duced into Stockport, but for some time both 
were used as in other societies. In giving a 
report of the proceedings of this society to the 
Advocate (1836, p. 13), the writer thereof states 
that there were nearly 2000 rnem bers, amongst 
whom were fifteen ministers and preachers of 
the gospel, and many influential individuals 
whose habits were previously tempernte, but 
who felt it to be their duty to set an example 
to others less fortunate. Upwards of three 
hundred drunkards had been reclaimed, some 
-0f whom had been in circumstances of the 
<leepest misery. Thirty persons of professedly 
infidel principles had, through the instrumen
tality of the society, abandoned their impious 
.creed and espoused the religion of the cross. 
A Female Temperance Society had been 
formed, and numbered 140 members, and they 
were about to form a Youths' Society. Auxi
liary societies had been formed at Reddish and 
Bullock Smithy, and invitations were coming 
in from surrounding villages to go out and 
establish similar institutions (Preston T ern
perunce Advocate, 1836, p. 13). 

On September 24th, 1837, a festival of eight 
days' continuance was comD'lenced at Stock
port. Meetings were held every evening in 
various chapels and school-rooms, addressed 
by Miss E. M. Williams, of Manchester; Mrs. 
Hamilton; the Revs. J. Harrison and J. 
Waddington; and Messrs. 'lv alker, Berry, Ent
wistle, Lomax, Rothwell, Renwick, Woodier, 
and John Hockings, the Birmingham black
smith. A tea - party was held in Edgley 
School on Tuesday afternoon, when about 300 
sat down, the room being exquisitely deco
rated. About 100 pledges were taken during 
the week (Preston Ternperance Advocate, 1837, 
p. 85). 

Amongst the early workers were JOHN 
PRESTWICH of Kennerley Grave Lane, who 

signed the pledge in 1835, his wife MARY 
having adopted that course a year earlier. 
W. H. and CHARLES CROSSLEY (brothers) 
are also veteran abstainers and workers in 
the aforesaid school. They both signed the 
teetotal pledge in 1836, and have been loyal 
thereto and faithful workers in the cause ever 
since. THOMAS HADFIELD, Royal George Street, 
Stockport, another veteran, signed in 1834. 

A total abstinence society was formed at 
Macclesfield in December, 1834. 

One of the earliest exponents of teetotalism 
in Macclesfield and district was MR. CHARLES 
CARUS WILSON, brother of the Rev. W.W. 
Carus Wilson, of Casterton, near Kirkby 
Lonsdale, who for many years published the 
Children's Friend. Mr. C. C. Wilson was a 
remarkable man, standing six feet eleven 
inches high, and was a barrister by profession. 
He was one of the early friends of the total 
abstinence movement, and went out far and 
wide ad vccating its claims. The follov;-ing is 
bis own story of the reception be met with at 
Macclesfield, as given to the Preston Temper
ance Advocate, 1 36, p. 93:-

" On Tuesday I went to Macclesfield, and 
addressed a respectable audience of not less 
than 3500 persons, where I was well received 
and met with much kindness. I preached in 
the coach, both going and returning, and I 
believe with success. On Friday had a de
lightful meeting with my own dear people; 
we have now nearly 1700 names enrolled, and 
the nearer we approach the heart of the 
eneruy's camp, hotter will be the battle." 

This letter was addressed from Leek, where 
he was then located, and where teetotalism 
was bitterly opposed, and its advocates perse
cuted. He continues: "I intend to demand 
twenty-four special constables from the magi
strates on Wednesday next, and to lead them 
myself-this work is cut out for me. Several 
hands have been turned away by a firm here, 
for no better or worse reason than that they 
were consistent, steady teetotallers. Let this 
be recorded to the eternal infamy and disgrace 
of these characters.-C. C. WILSON." 

At Nantwich the movement was headed by 
the Rev. James Hawkes, who in 1835 was 
elected a vice-president of the British Temper
ance Association, and was one of the speakers 
at the numerous festivals held in connection 
with the Lancashire and Ch eshire societies. 

Although ihe first Welsh total abstinence 
society was formed at Rose Place, off Scotland 
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Road, Liverpool, March 8th, 1835, the prin
ciples of entire abstinence were known by, and 
took a permanent hold of, the W e]sh people 
resident in \Vales, at as early a period as 1835. 
The first public meeting in Wales for the 
special purpose of advocating total abstinence 
was held in the school-room of the Tabernacle 
Chapel, Bangor, May 5th, 1835; the chief 
speaker being Mr. Robert Williams (Corfan
ydd) of Liverpool. 

On the 13th of the same month a total 
abstinence section was established as a branch 
of the Llanerchymedd Moderation Society, 
and the first persons to sign the new pledge 
were the REV. EVAN DAVIES (Eta Delta) and 
his wife. Mr. Davies took a warm interest 
in the question, and on the 4th November, 
1835, he lectured upon the subject at Llan
fachell, Anglesey. At the close of his lecture 
twenty-two persons signed the pledge, and 
formed the first bona fide total abstinence 
society in Wales. 

In an interview with MR. RICHARD ROBERT 
ROBERTS of Montmillan, Anfielcl Road, Liver
pool, in .July, 1889, that gentleman told the 
writer that he was now the sole survivor of 
the twenty-two who signed the pledge and 
formed the first society in Wales on the date 
named. Mr. Roberts and bis family are 
earnest, true friends of the movement, and 
leave no stone unturned to further its interests. 
He spoke in tones of intense joy and gratitude 
of the early days of this society, and related 
how, after a long absence, he had but recently 
visited Llanfachell, and found the painters, 
repairers, &c., at work on the old chapel. 
Some of them thought he was somewhat 
deranged when he seemed so anxious to be 
inside the old building once more, and his 
wish was gratified. They could not under
stand or know what scenes, what forms and 
faces, incidents and circumstances, passed in 
rapid succession before his mental vision as he 
stood within those sacred walls, but it was, 
doubtless, a season of profit and pleasure to him. 

On the llth and 12th March, 1836, Mr. 
James Teare of Preston delivered two lectures 
at Wrexham,Wales,attheterminationof which 
a committee was chosen, and the Wrexham 
society established on teetotal principles. 
Valuable aid was rendered to the society 
during its infancy by the Rev. Joseph Barker 
and friends from Chester (Preston Ternpe1·
ance Advocate, 1836, p. 46). 

Although several ministers preached against 

them, and they were bitterly opposed by the 
moderation party, as well as by the publicans 
and br&wers, the little band worked on, and 
by the month of August their numbers had 
increased to 200. The active secretary, Mr. 
H. Davies, reported progres from time to 
time, showing that they also, like true disciples, 
taught at home and abroad, missioning and 
planting new societies in and around the 
district. 

The movement inangmatcd in Wales by 
the Rev. Evan Davies, Messrs. John Finch, 
and R. Williams took deep root, and soon 
began to grow and bear precious fruit; but 
those who tilled the soil and sowed the seed 
were non- resident, and an efficient local 
leader was required and found in Mr. J ohn 
Elias, son of the Rev. J ohn Elias, who became 
a valiant soldier of true temperance. During 
the year 1836 he and Mr. James Tea.re, in 
different parts of the principality, worked a 
social revolution amongst the people. Whilst 
labouring in the Y.,T est of England, Mr. Teare 
heard a cry from Wales, similar to th e one 
that came from the people of Macedonia to 
the apostle of Christianity, "Come over and 
help us;" and in June, 1836, he visited Swan
sea, the result being best told in the language 
of Mr. Rutter, secretary of the Swansea 
society, who thus wrote to Mr. Livesey as 
editor of the Preston Temperance il dvocate:
" After the utter failure of the moderation 
scheme, we wrote to Bristol for James Teare; 
a teetotal society was soon formed, and a.teach 
meeting the interest became more and more 
intense. And though the management of 
the whole rests with a few individuals, yet 
the committee receive fresh vigour at every 
meeting from the testimony of reformed 
drunkards." 

On the 18th of August, 1836, a meeting 
was held in the Calvinists' Methodist Chapel, 
Denbigh, the largest meeting-house in the 
town, which was thoroughly filled. At the 
close a number signed the pledge, and within 
a fortnight from that date upwards of 300 
joined the society, which was formally in
stituted on the 22d June, 1836. In Sep
tember, 1836, Mr. John Roberts, secretary, 
reported a total mern bership of 520. 

Branch societies were established at Hen
dan, 3 miles distant, on September lst; mem
bership on the 19th of that month, 133, the 
society at Nantylyn formed September 6th 
having over fifty members. Branches were 
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also formed at a place called the Forge, and 
at St. Asaph's (Preston Temperance Advocate, 
1836, p. 85). 

The Advocate for December, 1836, p . 95, 
gives a report from Bethesda, near Bangor, 
which reports 150 of the most notable drun
kards, with numerous others, joining the 
society, making the total membership 717. 

On the 3lst of December, 1 36, Mr. Evan 
Richn.rdson of Conway sent in the following 
report of the teetotal membership in North 
Wales:-Abergele, 246; Bangor, 709; Adwy'r 
Clawad, 554; Bethesda, parish of Llanllechid, 
near Bangor, 2276; brauch of ditto at Gale
bouse, 300: ditto at Tregarth, 228; total 
2804. - Caernarvon, 736; Holyhead, 206; 
Bala, 300; Denbigh and its branches, 1154; 
Trefriw, 600; Holywell, about 700; Llanrwst, 
900; Ffestimoy, 904; Penter a11d Caerhun, 
near Bangor, 436 ; Penmachno, 400; Stan
gernw and three branches, 612; Llangollen, 
700; Llanrharadr, Mochnant, 350; Llanidloes, 
800; Newtown and neigh bourltood, about 
950; in Conway and the neighbourhood, 
within :five or six miles, viz. Conway, 150; 
Dwygyfylehi, 112; Fan-y-fraid, 274; Llan
dudno or Great Orme's Head, 250; Mehdre, 
40; Bryn-y-Pydawada, 213 (Preston Tem
perance Advocate, 1 37, p. 14). 

This is followed by the report of a most 
successful tea-party held in the Infant School, 
Swan ea, on the Tne day after hri ' tmas-day, 
when upwards of 400 attended, and many 
were refused for want of accommodation. 
The decorations, music, speeches, &c., being 
of a high character, and the meeting so in
teresting as to cause the people to separate 
with reluctance at 11 p.m. 

At Welsh pool, Mr. E. Belb, secretary, re
ported 193 mern bers, an<l. an increase every 
week (ibid, 1836, pp. 14, 15). 

Writing at a later period, Mr. Richardson, 
secretary of the Con way society, corrects an 
error iu the account given in the Advocate for 
January, 1837, and says that instead of 3000 
for North W<tles, it should h<tve Leen 30,000, 
and adds, "I believe we have at present above 
40,000 members in North Wales," upwards of 
800 having signed the pledge in the county 
of Anglesey in one month. "On the 8th and 
9th inst. we held the first association for 
North Wales at Den bigh, for the promotion 
of temperance on the principle of total ab
stinence from all intoxicating liquors, which 
was very numerously attended; it was sup-

posed upwards of 100 members were added 
to the society in this meeting. No less than 
thirty ministers of the gospel were present 
on this occasion, including Independents, Cal
vinistic Methodists, Wesleyan Methodists, 
and Baptists" (Preston Temperance Advocate, 
1837, p. 29). 

The teetotal pledge was adopted in Caer
marthen, South Wales, on the 20th of De
cember, 1836, when the Rev. John Davis, 
vVelsh Wesleyan minister, uot only signed 
the pledgP . but became a most enthusiastic 
and laborious worker, and a regular attendant 
at all the meetings. 

Nearly the whole of the students in the 
Presbyterian college became members of the 
teetotal society, many of them becoming 
useful speakers and workers. Mr. Joseph 
Livesey's lecture, "The Great Delusion," 
and "Twelve Reasons" were translated into 
Welsh and printed for the society, which also 
opened a reading-room and a depository for 
the sale of temperance literature. 

The REv. EBE EZER RrcrrARDs, moderator . 
of the Calvinistic Iethodist Association in 
South Wales, resident at Tregaron, Car
diganshire, was a practical teetotaller of 
twenty years' standing, and a heroic tem
perance worker. He died early in 1837, · 
much lamented by all true lovers of humanity 
and godliness. 

The rapid increase of teetotalism in Wales 
-new societies springing up in all directions, 
north, south, ea t, and west-began to alarm 
the farmer , who could see little prospect 
of much barley being required for malting 
purposes. With the idea consequently of 
protecting their own interests, they entered 
into a bond "not to e:i;nploy, hire, engage, 
or deal with anyone connected with the tee
total society." At Sweeney New Colliery, 
near Oswestry, the colliery proprietors issued 
a handbill, bearing date February 19th, 
1 3 , expressing their determination "not 
to employ any teetotaller; therefore, none 
need apply," "and this," they said, "is a 
duty we owe to the agricultmal iuterests 
of the country, as well as to the welfare of 
the public in general" (S. Couliug's History, 
1862, p. 135). 

The following interesting and peculiarly 
characteristic letter, from the Preston Temper
ance .Advocate, 1837, p. 94, will demonstrate 
the force and power of the movement in 
another portion of the Principality:-



214 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

"Rhyl, Wales. 

"Dear Sir,-I write to acquaint you and your 
thousandfold brethren, that the temperan0e cause 
is making a daily progress in this neighbourhood. 
Several scores of us now know what to be a tee
totaler is in reality, for we have walled the last 
fifteen months without a drop of the satanic alco
holic liquors, and intend to do so while we live. 
We have also a great disease amongst us, known 
by the name of the teetotal disease, the symptoms 
of which are as follows: a great digestion of stom
ach, always ready for our meals, a quick appre
hension of smell-we can smell the spirituous 
ghost of intemperance a hundred yards before 
approaching it, which immediately puts us on the 
watch, and makes us flee as from the face of a 
serpent. Our family cupboards are well stored 
with victuals, instead of being in want of bread, 
a family bath an ovenful at once, consisting of 
four or five loaves; and also good flesh-meat, plenty 
of butter and milk of kine therewith, and a good 
pig in the stye; good clothing, and a good fireside, 
together with peace at home, a cherishing family, 
a happy mind, and clear conscience, and al o the 
old ragged and empty pockets are well lined with 
white come and go, and with some of a very fine 
orange colour. We now number 321-staunch 
and firm as oak-teetotallers, which news I am 
sure will rejoice the hearts of all the friends of 
Christianity who are acquainted with Rhyl as a 
populous watering-place, which was formerly del
uged by intemperance and riot. I am also 
happy to inform you that we have now in the Vale 
of Clwyd upwards of 6000 members, 250 of whom 
are reformed drunkards, and fifty-three of them 
have also joined the Church of God. This is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
It is al o reported that we have at present in 
North Wales alone above 100,000 teetotallers. 
Bles ·ed be God for such a glorious cause! May 
it still abound, and bring all the poor drunkards 
and crippled moderators from the river of death 
and brink of destruction to drink of the pure 
water of a Creator's presence. Our children, yea 
as young as three years of age, refuse intoxicating 
liquor when it is offered them, saying "dim curw 
drwg," no wicked ale. Persevere, my friends, 
persevere, and let us mingle our Welsh and Eng
lish efforts in love towards our dear and immortal 
fellow creatures, until we have gained the victory. 

".JORN JONES, Secretary." 

At a conference held at Carnarvon, August 
2d, 1837, it was resolved to send a congratu
latory address to Her Majesty the Queen on 
her accession to the throne, in which, after 
stating the pledge, there was the following 
announcement:-

"To this declaration not less than 100,000 
of your Majesty's loyal subjects have already 
subscribed their names, some thousands of 
whom had previously been drunkards. And 
could we convey to your royal mind the in
calculable benefits resulting from the imple 
means of total abstinence from intoxicating 
liquor, we wonld with humble confidence 
earnestly entreat your Majesty to condescend 
to patronize our endeavour to wipe away from 
Britain the plague spot of drunkenness." 

Subsequent events have proved that in 
Wales also, the most ardent zeal, the most 
strenuous efforts, the most persistent and 
faithful devotion of teetotal advocates, are 
comparatively futile against the almost insur
mountable difficulties standing in the way of 
progress, in the shape of legalized temptations 
at the corner of every public street, and in 
all crowded thoroughfares. Moral suasion has 
done and can do much, but until it is backed 
up by the law of the land there is little hope of 
real permanent success in the effort to uproot 
and destroy the intemperance of the nation . 

The REv. J OIIN ELIAS, the celebrated \Velsh 
Calvinistic minister, and father of Mr. John 
Elias, the zealous friend of temperance in 
Wales, was born in a small village near 
Pwllheli, Carnarvonshire, May 6th, 1774, and 
laboured with singular diligence and success 
as a minister of the gospel for a period of 
forty-seven years. He took great interest in 
the Bible ociety and the London Missionary 
Society, and became an active member of the 
old temperance (moderation) society. He 
loathed the vice of drunkeuness, and warned 
the people against it in striking and forcible 
language. He soon saw, however, that total 
abstinence was right, and encouraged his son 
in bis useful labours to promote the new doc
trine amongst the Welsh people. The last 
public act of the Rev. John Elias was attend
ing a public meeting of the total abstinence 
society at Llangefni Chapel, where he ad
dressed the members, giving them most useful 
directions founded on gospel principles. On 
coming out of the chapel, though very weak, 
he joined in a procession, and walked at the 
bead of the children, occasionally turning 
round to address the bystanders. He died 
on 8th June, 1841, in his sixty-eighth year. 

The REv. CHRISTMAS Ev ANs, the famou 
Welsh Baptist minister, was a native of Car
diganshire, and was an early, able, and power
ful advocate of total abstinence, who deal-
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trenchant blows at the moderation system 
and the liquor traffic. He died at Swansea 
July 19th, 1838, aged seventy-two yec.rs. 

The REv. JORN DA vrns, superintendent of 
the Welsh (Wesleyan) Merthyr Tydvil Cir
cuit, and chairman of the Second South Wales 
District, was also a consistent total abstainer 
and a staunch and earnest advocate of the 
principle. He signed the pledge at Caermar
then, Dec. 20th, 1836, and from that time was 
an enthusiastic advocate of teetotalism. 

After preaching an impressive sermon at 
the Welsh chapel, Merthyr, on Sunday, De
cember 21, 1845, he was on his way, accom
panied by bis son, to an appointment at 
Dowlais, and bad not proceeded far before 
he was stricken down by the rupture of a 
blood-vessel, and died in less than a quarter 
of an hour. He was in the sixty-first year of 
his age, and the fortieth year of his ministry. 

The first total abstinence society in Swan
sea was founded in 1838 by Mr. E. H. 
Mathews of Bristol, who was on a visit to 
Swansea., his native place, and while there 
be gallantly unfurled and erected the true 
temperance banner, in the beloved home of 
his childhood. 

At a great meeting held in the London 
Tavern, on Good Friday, 1839, Mr. David 
N asmith was one of the speakers, and made 
an interesting statement as to the way he was 
led to adopt and recommend total abstinence 
principles. He said he had heard of its pro
gress in Wales, and he determined to go and 
see whether these things were so, and if so, 
bow far he could render it subservient to the 
cause which lay near his heart. After having 
visited Bala, among other places, and con
versed with David Charles and other pious 
ministers in the Principality, be found that 
half the truth had not been told him. H e 
found the churches which before had been 
deserted, scarce capable of holding the multi
tudes who flocked to hear the gospel of salva
tion; that the beer-shop frequenter, the swearer, 
and the Sabbath-breaker were now sitting at 
the feet of the Redeemer; and he could no 
longer doubt but it was his duty to aid a 
work which presented itself in bis view as 
the most powerful auxiliary to that kingdom, 
the extension of which was the object of his 
whole life. He at once adopted the principle, 
and advocated it in public. Unhappily bis 
life was cut short soon after this meeting. 
He died at Guildford, Nov. l 7th, 1839. 

His testimony proves not only that teetota
lism was successful in Wales, but that at this 
early period it was true gospel temperanl:e, 
the harbinger of the everlasting gospel, which 
is the power of God unto salvation to all that 
believe. Would that the teetotallers of to
day bad a rebaptism of the same gospel tem
perance which characterized the movement 
from 1835 to 1845 especially. 

The REV. NATHANIEL THOMAS was for over 
thirty years the greatly respected and hon
oured minister of the Tabernacle Baptist 
(Welsh) Chapel, Cardiff. He was a most 
eloquent preacher, and no less a zealous tem
perance advocate. His powerful voice has 
been often heard in every corner of the Prin
cipality, expounding the principles of temper
ance, as well as exposing in scathing language 
the evils and horrors of the great drink curse. 
Mr. Thomas's devotion to duty, his strict 
impartiality, and his unflinching integrity 
lent magical force to bis words. Mission 
halls, struggling churches, and weak temper
ance societies, as well as benevolent and 
philanthropic institutions, found in him a 
warm friend and supporter. He was a veri
table prince among his fellows - revered, 
trusted, and beloved by all. He was an 
ardent prohibitionist, and an able advocate 
of Alliance principles. He died in 1888. 

Such was the success of the movement in 
Wales at this time that had the people been 
permitted to vote down the liquor traffic the 
Principality would have been a paradise; but 
this insidious serpent was permitted to sleep 
awhile, and to come forth again with renewed 
vigour, with a numerous progeny following 
in his trail, and the result has been, as it is 
everywhere, disorder, misery, pauperism, and 
crime. 

Newport, Monmouthshire, was not without 
its heroic temperance workers, who early gave 
their best energies thereto. Such a man was 
DAVID LLOYD JAMES, who was for a long 
series of years a channel pilot, and who by the 
union of temperance, thrift, and persevering 
effort was able to amass a sufficient sum to 
keep him in retirement in the decline of life. 
After his retirement he devoted his energies 
to the temperance movement and religious 
work, doing all he could to promote principles 
he loved most dearly. He was not only a tee
totaller, but an ardent prohibitionist and a 
liberal friend of the Alliance. On the 22d of 
,J anna.ry, 1889, he was on his way to chapel, 
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apparently in good health and spirits, when 
he was seen to fall, and before medical aid 
could be procured his soul had fled. He had 
attained the years allotted to man, "three
score years and ten." 

.JOHN PASLEY LucRAFT, staff-commander 
H.M. Royal Navy, Burry Point, South Wales, 
was almost a whole-life abstainer. Died 
August 24th, 1887, aged eighty-five years. 

It i impossible to estimate the value of a 
good mother's life and example. Her influence 
is infinitely greater than that of the father, 
and is seen most distinctly in the after-life and 
moral worth of men of mark, men who have 
risen from the ranks and become the teachers 
and guides of the people. Many illustrations 
can be given, but our present purpose is to 
speak of the sons of OwEN and MARY THOMAS 
of Holyhead. Owen Thomas died in 1830 or 
1831, leaving five sons and several daughters. 
Mrs. Thomas was for about sixty years a 
<levoted member of the Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodist Church, and an uncompromising 
teetotaller from the commencement of the 
movement, and died at Bangor in 1872 at the 
ripe age of eighty-jive years, retaining her 
mental and bodily faculties to the last. Her 
children followed her example, the first-born 
son becoming the REV. OWEN THOMAS, D.D., 
the popular Welsh Calvinistic Methodist 
minister of Liverpool, and considered to be 
the leading preacher in bis denomination. 
Mr. Thomas was an ard nt friend of temper
ance reform. Another son, the REV. J OBN 
THOMAS, D.D., has long held an equally hon
ourable position in the Independent body, and 
for many years bas held the pastorate of one 
of the principal churches in Liverpool. He is 
an earnest, laborious temperance advocate, his 
platform being " moral suasion" for the indi
vidual and "total prohihition" for the state. 
Mr. Thomas wrote and published a History 
of the Temperance Kovement in Wales, in the 
Welsh language, which is said to be very 
valuable. Another member of the same 
family, brother of the above, the REV. JOSIAH 
THOMAS, M.A., for some years resident pastor 
at Rhyl, Wales, and for many years secretary 
of the Calvinistic Methodist Missionary So
ciety, finally settled in Liverpool, be also 
being a valiant advocate of temperance prin
ciples. 

A fourth son of the same parents, Mr. 
WILLIAM THOMAS, for many years of Bangor, 
Wales, was for a short time led to leave the 

paths into which the example and precepts of 
his pious parents led him. He was not long, 
however, before he emancipated himself from 
the injurious influences which evil companions 
had exerted over a sociable nature, and we 
soon find him engaged in that career of ac
tivity in promoting the temperance cause 
which he pursued with unflagging devotion 
for a long series of years. In 1866 Mr. 
Thomas was appointed district superinten
dent of the United Kingdom Alliance for the 
North Wales District, a position he held for 
a number of years with credit to himself and 
to the Alliance. He also laboured to promote 
the spread of the Order of Good Templars in 
Wales and elsewhere. He was an able and 
earnest speaker, whose whole soul was in the 
movement. Like his brethren and other mem
bers of the family, he had a liking for Liver
pool, and settled down there when age and 
infirmity began to manifest themselves. 

The fifth son and a daughter <lied some 
time after their father. The whole family 
were well known as earnest, able, practical 
temperance reformers. 

The fact that a very large proportion of the 
Welsh ministers in England, as well as in the 
Principality, are earnest, active t eetotallers, 
not afraid to advocate the principle from the 
pulpit as well as the platform, and mak it 
part of their church work, explains the reason 
why, taken as a whole, the Welsh portion of 
the population of our large towns are sober, 
religious, and prosperous. 

On Monday morning, April 4th, 1836, Mr. 
James Teare started out from Preston on what 
proved to be his life-work- the public advocacy 
of teetotalism. Inspired by the success of his 
previous efforts in this direction, he formed a 
resolution that, if possible, he would introduce 
the principles of entire abstinence into every 
county and town of Great Britain. He went 
out entirely on his own responsibility, as an 
independent public temperance advocate. He 
was furnished with an official certificate from 
his townsmen cordially approving bis fitness 
for the work. During the first twelve months 
of this self-imposed mission he laboured in 
Cheshire, Denbighshire, Flintshire, Mont
gomeryshire, Gloucestershire, Devonshire, 
Dorsetshire, Hampshire, Wiltshire, Surrey, 
Kent, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, Berk
shire, Middlesex, Sussex, Mo11mouthshire, 
Glamorganshire, Warwickshire, and parts of 
Yorkshire. Five months out of the twelve he 



CHESHIRE, WALES, AND WEST OF ENGLAND. 217 

devoted to London and neighbourhood, and 
travelled duriug the year about 8000 miles (on 
foot or by stage-coach) and held over 400 
meetings. Through his advocacy two very 
eminent men were converted to the cause, 
viz. the Rev. Benjamin Parsons, Congregational 
minister of Ebley, who afterwards became an 
earnest worker, and well known as the author 
of Anti-Bacchus, &c.; and the Rev. William 
Richard Baker, minister of the Congregational 
Church, Shepton Mallett, afterwards managing 
director of the United Kingdom Temperance 
and General Provident Institution, and author 
of 'l'he Curse of Britain, The Idolat1·y of 
Britain, and other works. 

BENJAMIN PARSONS was born at a quiet re
tired place called Nibley, in the most beautiful 
part of Gloucestershire, February 16th, 1797. 
His father is said to have been a superior man 
for his station in life, and both parents were 
eminently pious people. When about six years 
of age Benjamin lost his father, who died very 
suddenly, and the lad himself was smitten by 
fever, which resulted in a lameness which af
flicted him for the remainder of his life. His 
early years were marked by sorrow, his be
loved mother dying when he was about fifteen 
years of age. Slle taught him to read and love 
his Bible, and it is said that he read it through 
five times in succession. He always carried it 
in his pocket, and placed it under his pillow 
before retiring to rest. On this point he said: 
"And let me tell you, that whatever enti
ments I have advocated, I have never borrowed 
those sentiments from individuals, but have 
always first looked at them through the light 
of the Bible. If they agreed with that book, 
I felt I must advocate them; if I believed 
they did not, no man ever saw me on a plat
form saying a word on their behalf." 

He was apprenticed to a tailor, and from his 
scanty earnings gave money for the support 
of Christian missions. About the year 1815' 
be entered into church fellowship with the 
Countess of Huntingdon's Connection at Rad
borough Tabernacle, near Stroud. In 1 21 he 
became a student at Cheshunt College, and in 
1826 he accepted the pastorate at Ebley, in 
Gloucestershire. When he began his labours 
there he had not more than twenty hearers, in 
a building almost in ruins, and "he lived to 
gather a congregation of seldom less than one 
thousand; a beautiful church was erected, a 
Sabbath-school of four hundred children was 
gathered, a BritiRh schoo l, va.luecl at £1400, 

was built, a new }larsonage took the place of 
the old one, societies of all descriptions, literary 
and otherwise, were formed, all of which 
owed their origin to the indefatigable man w lio 
had come to labour amongst them, and was 
one of themselves, for he gave proof that he 
had nothing before him but their welfare." 

Mr. Parsons was an ardent politician, and 
considered it the duty of Christian men to give 
their attention to political questions. He 
threw himself earnestly into the corn-law 
agitation, and was a prominent mover in the 
agitation in reference to the Slavery Eman
cipation Act in 1834, and lectured to enthusi
astic audiences upon the rights of the Negro 
to enjoy freedom. His views on this and 
other liberal measures led him into contro
versy, and caused him to publish many pam
phlets in his own defence, viz.: Tracts for 
Fustian Jackets and Smock Froclcs, Educa
tion the Birthright of every Numan Being, 
The Mental and .ilforal Dignity of Woman, 
&c. A larger work, entitled The Greatness 
of the Britisli Empi?-e, was published by 
Mr. John Cassell, as was also his work on 
Woman, and each had a wide circulation. 
His Anti-Bacchus, which was perhaps more 
extensively r ead than any other of his works, 
was written in five weeks, and although it did 
not gain the first prize, ran the successful essay 
Bacclius, by Dr. Grindro<l, very closely, one 
of the three adjudicators giving his verdict 
in favour of Mr. Parsons' e say. Th pro
ceeds of this essay, amounting to £50, was 
generously given to the building fund of 
the new school, at that time being erected in 
connection with his church. Speaking of 
passages of Scripture which are often quoted 
to condemn the temperance movement, the 
author of Anti-Bacchus refers to Matthew 
xi. 19 as occasionally quoted for that pur
pose : "Behold a man gluttono us and a 
wine-bibber." "Was the charge of gluttony 
true? Who will dare assert that it was? Yet 
Christ did not deny it; and why? His enemies 
and every one else knew that it was false; 
why not the wine-bibbing? It should be ob
served, that the word rendered 'wine-bibber' 
simply means a wine drinker; yet in this 
passage a wine driuker and a glutton are 
placed on a par, plainly showing that in those 
days it was a disgrace for a man to be an 
habitual drinker of wine, and consequently 
that water and not wine was the general drink 
of the people. To say that because th e .Jews 



218 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

falsely accused our Lord of being an habitual 
wine drinker, therefore we ought to drink 
alcoholic poisons, is the same as to sa.y that 
because they falsely accused him of gluttony, 
therefore every Christian ought to be an 
epicure or gourmand." 

Mr. Parsons was an able, successful, and 
laborious temperance advocate, known far and 
wide, one whom we remember with much 
pleasure. 

The following is his personal testimony, 
given in 1851, in favour of temperance:-

" About sixteen years ago I became a tee
totaller. As I have often said, previous to 
that period the doctors had given it as their 
opinion that my nerves were so shatter ed that 
nothing but giving up reading, thinking, and 
the ministry altogether would afford any hope 
of recovery. My nervousness was such that 
I enjoyed nothing. I held tightly by both 
ra.ils of the stairs lest I should fall from top to 
bottom. I expected every hour to drop down 
dead, and indeed suffered a living martyrdom. 
"With a life, then, not worth six months' pur
chase, I commenced teetotaller, and having 
obtained help of God, have continued until 
this day, and have enjoyed as large an amount 
of bodily and mental health as any person in 
the kingdom. I am quite willing to compare 
notes with any individual in the world, as to 
my exemption from pain and ailment of any 
kind, during the sixteen years of my teetotal 
hi tory. I am also ready to examine them 
with my labours. I have studied for more 
hours every day, on an average, than I ought, 
and have to some extent put my health in 
jeopardy; I have worked hard with my hands, 
feet, and tongue, and have had, perhaps, more 
than a common share of the cares and anxieties 
of life; and yet I have never been ill, have re
quired no medicine, and for the last sixteen 
years and a half have taken none at all. I 
may add that my spirits have been cheerful, 
and my labours and pursuits, which before 
were irksome, have afforded me the highest 
pleasure" (Lives Made Sublime, 1851). His 
testimony as to the health of his wife and six 
children was of a similar character. 

In 1854 his friends and admirers presented 
him with a testimonial consisting of a purse 
of three hundred sovereigns, in presenting 
which testimonial it was said:-" The clergy
man of the Church of England, the member 
of the Society of Friends, the Tory of the old 
school of politics, the Free-trader and the 

Radical, the disciple of the most Puritanic 
Nonconformity, and the Conservative Dis
senter, have all contributed to do yon honour " 
(Rev. E. Barrass's Gallery of Distinguished 
Men). On October 24th, 1854, Mr. Parsons 
preached for the last time; next day he took 
his bed and never rose again. He died on 
the lOth of January, 1855, in the fifty-eighth 
year of his age. 

For two reasons we have given this rather 
lengthy sketch of the life and labours of 
the Rev. Benjamin Parsons: (1) Been.use so 
few are acquainted with that life and work; 
(2) to show to some of our modern advocates 
how much they err, and to illustrate the fact 
that "there were giants" in the days of sterling 
"Gospel Temperance" over forty years ago. 
"Ye do err, brethren, not knowing the truth." 

WILLIAM RICHARD BAKER was born at 
W atham Abbey, Essex, September 3d, 1798, 
and after receiving a moderate education, went 
to sea, and cruised in the Mediterranean for 
some months with Captain M'Neil; but he 
tired of a seafaring life, and obtained a situa
tion as "writer" in the prize office of Greenwich 
Hospital. On attaining his majority be entered 
as a student in the Wymondley Indepen
dent College, Hertfordshire, and at the close 
of 1821 became minister of the Congregational 
Church, Ramsey, Isle of Man, where he was 
married in 1824. In 1826 he became pastor 
of the Congregational Church at Sheptou 
Mallett, aud, as we have seen, atteuded a. 
lecture by Mr. J ames Teare, and with thirtee11 
others signed the teetotal pledge in September, 
1836. From this time he became an earnest 
and energetic advocate of teetotalism, and in 
1838 was engaged as travelling secretary of 
the New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society. In 1838 he published his work en
titled The Curse of Britain, which was then 
the largest work published in England in 
favour of total abstinence. It was dedicated 
to Earl Stanhope, and her majesty the Queen 
was pleased to accept a presentation copy. 
In 1840 Mr. Baker became the resident secre
tary of the New British and Foreign Temper
ance Society, and published a second edition 
of his work, and also issued another, entitled 
The Idolatry of Britain, which was a shorter 
and more popular composition, and went 
through several editions. These works did 
much good. In 1841 Mr. Baker severed 
his connection with the New British and 
Foreign Temperance Society, and took charge 
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of a church in Portland Town, St. J obn's 
Wood, where, through the exertions of him
self and friends, a chapel bad been erected. 
Here he continued until 1851, rendering all the 
aid he could to every good movement, and was 
one of the promoters of the United Kingdom 
Temperance Provident Institution, for the 
assurance of the lives of total abstainers. He 
was a director of this valuable and successful 
institution from an early period, and became 
resident director in 1852. On the 28tb Sep
tember, 1861, Mr. Baker expired at his resi
dence, Down House, Wanstead,Surrey,having 
just entered on his sixty-ninth year. He was 
loved and honoured by all who knew him, and 
was ever courteous, prompt, and attentive to 
the wishes of those who made any claim upon 
him, either in business or other matters. 

Under the patronage of the bishop and 
others a moderation or ardent spirit pledge 
society was formed and worked at Gloucester, 
but on the introduction of teetotalism these 
quondam friends of temperance refused to 
accept it, and soon afterwards retired from 
the field, which was commanded by such men 
as Samuel and Christopher Bowly, Jesse 
Sessions, and others. JOHN CLOUGH, better 
known as "Collin," whose biography was 
edited by the R ev. B. Richings of Mancetter, 
wa. a rough and violent opponent of teetotal
ism, often disturbing the meetings, until even
tually be beard what led to his conversion, not 
only to teetotalism, but to Christianity. Gollin, 
an Autobiography, is a story that may be read 
with interest even now, though the hero there
of bas been dead many years. " Collin" died 
August, 1 71, at th e age of seventy-nine years, 
leaving a bright testimony behind him. 

Of .rifr. Samuel Bowly we shall have more 
to say farther on, but bad he done no more 
than been the human instrument of "Collin's" 
conversion, bis life was not in vain. 

On Whitmonday, 1836, the temperance 
societies in and around Gloucester held a 
grand festival at Stonehouse, when two capa
cious marquees were erected for the reception 
of visitors. These were tastefully decorated, 
and afforded accommodation for about 1000 
persons. The contingent from Stroud was 
very numerous, and was met a short distance 
from Stonehouse by the members of the other 
societies, when a procession was formed, and 
headed by a good band and accompanied with 
flags, banners, &c., the whole marched in order 
to the place of meeting. After tea a public 

meeting was held in the chapel, under the 
presidency of Captain John Campbell of 
Gloucester, when speeches were delivered by 
the Rev. John Burder, the Rev. Mr. Evans, 
minister of the chapel, Mr. James Teare from 
Preston, Mr. Waite of Gloucester, and numer
ous others. 

"The ]ate JosEPH STURGE was also a valu
able help to the temperance reformation in 
Gloucester. Sturge's men, with Mr. Hunt, 
the foreman, at their head, were the moving 
centre of the work-always handy in gettiug 
up the great annual tea meetings that were 
held in marquees at Mr. Bowly's model farm 
_:always foremost in processions-always con
spicious at the regular meetings" (Western 
Temperance Herald, 1869). 

In due course Gloucester took up the Band 
of Hope and Alliance movements, and had 
separate organizations for each branch of the 
movement. The Total Abstinence Society 
became affiliated with the Western Temper
ance League, and highly valued t.he services 
of its agents. 

CHRISTOPHER BoWLY-uncle of the late Mr. 
Samuel Bowly-was also a member of the 
Society of Friends, and one who took a deep 
interest in the temperance reforrnation in Cir
encester, Gloucester, and the West of England 
generally. He built at his own expense-about 
£2000-a beautiful temperance hall at Ciren
cester, and left sufficient funds in the bands 
of trustees to provide for its future repair. 
This hall was opened on the 15th of Decem 
ber, 1 46, when, in the course of his address 
Mr. Bowly said :-" It has afforded me grea1 
pleasure and satisfaction to have had it in my 
power to erect this hall, which I wish to be 
devoted primarily to the advancement of the 
temperance cause, and also to the promotion 
of all benevolent and philanthropic objects un
connected with sectarian or political party; to 
the spread of useful knowledge by literary and 
scientific lectures; and, indeed, to an,y purpose 
which is calculated to increase the welfare 
and happiness of my fellow men" (Rev. D. 
Burns, Temperance Dictionar'Y)· 

Speaking on the same occasion of his own 
personal experience as an abstainer, be re
marked:-" Since I have abstained from the 
use of alcoholic stimulants I have felt myself 
in better health, and more capable of exertion. 
I travelled 2000 miles on the Continent last 
summer, at the rate of 100 miles a day for 
several weeks, without taking a drop of spirit, 
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wine, or other fermented liquor, and with 
little or no fatigue." Mr. Bowly died, after a 
few days' illness, at Cirencester, on October 
14th, 1851, in the seventy-ninth year of his 
age. 

Another of the Gloucester heroes was MR. 
JESSE SESSIONS, who signed the teetotal pledge 
in 1836, and became a valuable worker and 
supporter of the movement. 

The REv. W. COLLINGS was for some time 
pastor of the Baptist Church, Gloucester, and 
was well-known "as a Christian citizen who 
was always in the foremost rank of patriots 
and philanthropists, devoting his great readi
ness of speech to earnest advocacy of the prin
ciples of civil and religious liberty, and to the 
promotion of every good work for the benefit 
of his fellow-citizens and of all mankind. He 
was a zealous advocate of total abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors, having himself been a 
total abstainer for thirty-two years, and by 
his death the temperance cause in this city 
has sustained an irreparable loss " ( Gloiteester 
Mercury, 1869). After several - months of 
severe and painful illness Mr. Collings de
parted this life September lOth, 1869, at the 
age of fifty-five years. 

His son, MR. JOHN B. COLLINGS is a well
known tempel'ance worker in Liverpool, and 
an active official of the English Grand Lodge 
of Good Ternplars. 

At Street, near Glastonbury, Somersetshire, 
the REv. CYRUS CLARK took au active part in 
the effort to promote the teetotal doctrine, 
and in June, 1836, wrote to the Preston T em
perance .Advocate (1836, p. 45): "We have 
formed ourselves into a teetotal society, with 
a committee consisting principally of work
ing men, many of them reformed drunkards, 
and wish to be considered an auxiliary to 
the British Association for the Promotion of 
Temperance. We should be glad to send a 
donation towards its support, but our own 
expenses are considerable, being as yet the 
only abstinence society in the west of Eng
land. We shall do our utmost to aid the 
British Association in the dissemination of its 
principles and tracts. There are many good 
men and true in the district ready to raise the 
standard of temperance at the first favourable 
opportunity. vVe hope, therefore, you will 
send us an agent as soon as possible who will 
make his head-quarters at Street. We have at 
present sixty-two members. At the last annual 
meeting it was agreed to introduce the two 

pledges, but, like two horses unequally yoked, 
it was found impossible for them to work to
gether. The moderation horse requiring so 
much whipping, and the teetotal one finding 
himself so tightly curbed, soon became restive, 
broke loose from the harne s, and is now dashing 
away at full speed." 

This last sentence very graphically ex pre ses 
the general feeling throughout the whole 
country as regards the two pledges. Modera
tion was found to be a hindrance, therefore it 
was altogether cast aside by most of the socie
ties. 

In May, 1835, Messrs. W. C. Chapman, 
Thomas Barlow, and John Powell of Birming
ham visited and held a series of meetings in 
Bristol, Mr. Chapman delivering lectures on 
the properties of malt liquors. These thl'ee 
missionary pilots or pioneers of teetotalism 
took special pains to plant the standard of 
genuine temperance, or entire abstinence from 
all kinds of intoxicating liquors. And their 
efforts were not in vain. The seed was sown 
on good ground, which in due time brought 
forth rich and precious fruit in great abun
dance. A little band of heroic workers rallied 
round the new standard, and in the course of 
a few months they gained such an acquisition 
of strength that in a very short time the tee
total movement in Bristol was raised to an 
elevation above and beyond other towns which 
had been earlier in the fi elcl. 

On the 19th of J uue, 1 36, a public meeting 
was held, when, after mature con ideration, 
MR. J OSEPEI EA'l'ON, a man of wealth, moral 
worth, aULl great social influence, took a public 
stand, and not only gave in his adhesion to 
the cause, but boldly advocated the principles 
of total abstinence," beginuing at home;" and 
his example was speedily followed by others. 
The result was the adoption of the tofa.l ab
stinence pledge, in conjunction with the other, 
by the committee of the temperance society, 
and soon afterwards Mr. James Teare arrived, 
when he, with others, very soon rendered the 
old (moderation) pledge effete. 

The opposition of the liquor party was of 
an exceedingly violent description, but the 
cause rapidly advanced. The Lancasterian 
School and the Merchant Tailors' Hall were 
opened for meetings, and numbers signed the 
pledge. In consequence of serious interrup
tions to these meetings the committee were 
compelled, on the 30th of August, 1836, to 
declare them to be meetings of the society 
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only, and not" public." On the 3d of October, 
1836, William Bulphin, a chimney-sweeper, 
created such an uproar and disturbance at one 
of the meetings in the Tailors' Hall (after
wards knowu as the Temperance Hall) that 
he was r emoved, and an action at law was 
commenced against three prominent members 
of the society (Mes rs. Joseph Eaton, Ed ward 
Thomas, and Hunt), who were present, but 
had nothing, directly or indirectly, to do 
with expelling him from the meeting. The 
action was tried at the Bristol assizes, August 
15th, 1837, and resulted in a verdict of £10 
for the plaintiff, to the astonishment of almost 
every body in court. Nevertheless, the trial 
was productive of much good to the temper
ance cause, ~ it tended to spread a know
ledge of the new principles and to swell the 
number of its adherents. 

The Preston Temperance Advocate, 1837, 
p. 47, gives the following extract from the 
Bristol Gazette, describing one of the scenes 
enacted by this same V'{. Bulphin, chimney
sweep :-

"The city was somewhat amused and not a 
little annoyed by a noisy procesRion of persons 
calling themselves anti-teetotallers, or friends 
of moderation , got up under the direction of 
Mr. W . Bulphin, a chimney-sweep, who, some 
time ago, acquired a degree of notoriety by 
delivering lectures at the Tailors' Hall in 
opposition to the Tempernnce Society. The 
procession consisted of the said Mr. Bulphiu, 
dressed out in ribbons, &c., and mounted in 
a vehicle, which, in hi own pro pectus, be 
proudly designates as his own carriage, with 
two or three of his black attendants behind; 
after him came a portly figure, mounted on a 
liorse, to represent, we suppose, a votary of 
J obn Barleycorn; and immediately following, 
a lanthorn-jawed, lean-looking skeleton of a 
man, dressed as a Quaker, and placed on a 
jackass, which, we were informed,· was the 
image of a teetotaller, or water-drinker. Form
ing part of the ridiculous affair was a band 
of rn.usic and a few ragged blue flags, followed 
by an immense crowd of the lowest class of 
people in the city. In the course of their 
rnund they visited various public-houses, and 
afforded practical proof that they were decided 
enemies to the abstinence principle; and after 
parading the principal streets made a halt on 
Clifton Down, where the principal actor of 
the farce delivered an address to the holiday
keeping enjoyers of the scene." 

This was on Whit-Monday, 1837, and yet 
in the following August Justice Tiudal gave 
such a verdict as that already recorded. 

The movement in Bristol owed much to 
the fostering care, judicious management, and 
ample meaus of a few wealthy, philauthropic, 
and energetic members of the Society of 
Friends who were amongst its earliest sup
porters. Mr. Robert Charleton, afterwar Is 
treasurer, and then president, of the Western 
Temperance League, was the first to sign the 
teetotal pledge in Bristol, and faithfully kept 
it to the end of his life . The brothers George, 
Samuel, and Edward Thomas; and Joseph 
Eaton, were, with ir. Charleton and others, 
the substantial pillars of the grand teetotal 
structure, whose foundations were laid in 
Bristol on that memorable day in May, 1835. 

In November, 1836, Mr. Eaton commenced 
the Bristol Temperance Ilemld, which after
wards was transferred to the Western Tem
perance League, and is still pu blisbed as its 
official organ. 

Mr. Eaton wa one of the most liberal of 
the many warm-hearted, g nerons, and de
voted friends of teruperance in the west of 
England. He was a man ready and liberal 
in every good work. His philanthropy was 
as expansive as it was generous; and "while, 
in common with all the leaders of the tem
perance movement, he believed intemperance 
to be the chief source of ignorance, disease, 
crime, and misery, and total abstinence from 
intoxicating drinks to be the ouly rational 
and efficient remedy, his munificent endow
ment of the Bristol New Ho pital, his liberal 
contributions to numerous eleemosynary and 
benevolent institutions, together with his pri
vate charities, demonstrated his earnest desire 
to ameliorate human sufferiug in whatever 
way it presented itself." 

His house was always largely stocked with 
supplies of temperance literature, which he 
distributed freely with an uusparing hand. 
During a long lifetime be devoted himself 
with equal zeal and sagacity to the cause he 
had so heartily espoused; and shortly before 
his death he bequeathed for the promotion of 
temperance the richest legacy that has ever 
augmented the funds of this great cause. He 
set aside £15,000, the half of which was to 
be paid to the committee of the National 
Temperance League under certain conditions. 
Ever solicitous for the zeal and sincerity of 
the frieuds of temperance, his will provided 
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that for seven years the interest of this large 
sum of £7500 should be paid to the National 
Temperance League, and that at the .::lose of 
that period the entire sum should become ab
solutely the property of this association if the 
trustees of the testator were then satisfied that 
the bequest had not injured the general funds 
of the temperance cause by lessening the liber
ality of old friends. The other half was left 
in the same manner to the British Temperance 
League. A considerable legacy was also left 
to the United Kingdom Alliance. Mr. Eaton 
was never married, and died at Bristol, May 
26th, 1858, at the age of sixty-six years. 

At the first annual festival of the Bristol 
Total Abstinence Society, June 12th, 1837, 
it was r eported that 3000 signatures to the 
pledge, including those of 200 drunkards, had 
been taken during the year. 

In 1836 James Teare visited Bristol, and 
was very successful, particularly amongst the 
working-classes, with whom he was a great 
favourite. A number of the mechanics pre
sented him with a silver medal as "a token 
of their regard and esteem." 

Annual fetes were held by the Bristol 
Society every Whitsuntide up to 1 52, when 
as mauy as 20,000 persons were known to 
assemble at the Zoological Gardens, au cl in 
1840 the impression produced Ly the public 
procession was so powerful that 350 igna
tures were taken to the pledge on that occa-
ion. 

Mr. Thornton tells us (Renii'niscences, p. 27) 
that, although MR. GEORGE THOMAS was a 
more public man in the affair and politics of 
Bristol than either Joseph Eaton or Robert 
Charleton, yet he was not so represeutative 
a teetotaller as either of them, or so specially 
identified with the movement. His two 
brothers, Samuel aud Edward Thomas, were 
more <lecided pioneers of the temperance re
formation than George, who, though he took 
an interest in the cause from its commence
ment, did not so prominently come out till 
after the death of Mr. Eaton. 

In 1865-66 he was president of the vVestern 
Temperance League, and in his will bequeathed 
the sum of £2000, subject to legacy duty, to 
the Bristol Temperance Society. He survived 
both his brothers. Edward died December 
28th, 1853, Samuel died November, 1852, and 
George December 7th, 1869, at the age of 
seventy-eight years. 

ROBERT CHARLETON was for a long course 

of years unusually active in speaking at and 
presiding over temperance meetings. "His 
addresses were characterized by clearness, 
ability, and Christian charity towards those 
who differed from him. Quick in dealing 
with statistics, he occasionally prepared tables 
showing the consumption of intoxicants, which 
were of great value as indicating the progress 
of the temperance reformation." 

As an esteemed minister of the Society of 
Friends he was well known, and iu the 
middle of a severe winter went to Russia, 
with his friends Henry Pease of Darlington, 
and Joseph Sturge of Birmingham, to inter
view the emperor in the interests of the Peace 
Society, and to try to avert the horrors of a 
European war. Although unsuccessful in 
their efforts to avert the Crimean war, their 
efforts were worthy of the highest possible 
commendation. 

Mr. Charleton suffered for eight years from 
a cancerous growth under his right ear, which, 
during the last year of his life, caused him the 
most acute pain. He died on the 5th Decem
ber, 1872, at the age of sixty-three years, be
queathing the sum of £6000 in various amounts 
to twenty-one religious, temperance, and chari
table institutions. The National Temperance 
League received £500; the Western League, 
£300; the National Band of Hope Union, £200; 
and the Bristol Temperance Society, £200. 

His wife, Elizabeth Charleton, was one 
of those simple, sympathetic, and laborious 
Christian temperance workers, who made her
self acquainted with the wants and suffer
ings of the poor, by visiting them in their 
own squalid homes, and in a quiet, unobtru
sive way relieving their distresses, a.t the 
same time dropping words of comfort and 
consolation. She verily copied the example 
of her Master, and went about "doing good." 
She <lied at the house of her brother, Mr. 
Samuel Fox, Falmouth, April 2lst, 1867, and 
was iuterred in the Friends' burial-ground at 
Bristol. 

Another of the early friends of the cause 
in Bristol was EDw ARD HAZARD MATTHEWS, 
who was one of the earliest ad herents to the 
cause in that town, his name being the tenth 
on the roll. In 183 he visited bis native 
town Swansea, and was the first to found a 
total abstinence society there. 

As soon as ever he heard of the Band of 
Hope movement, he put himself into com
munication with the founders thereof, and 
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commenced the same work in Bristol. Bands 
of Hope were rapidly formed in connection 
with various schools in the city, and periodical 
meetings held, and in due course the Bristol 
Band of Hope Union was formed. 

Mr. Matthews was the author of a number 
of "Temperance Tales," which were published 
in the Band of Hope Journal, and were 
eagerly sought for by the young people. He 
died on the 18th of November, 1853, after a 
painful illness, borne with the most cheerful 
and patient fortitude. 

The REV. JOHN BuRDER, M.A., was for 
some years resident Congregational minister 
at Stroud, and in his later years at Clifton, 
Bristol. He became a total abstainer in 1836, 
and availed himself of every opportunity to 
promote the movement. In May, 1865, he 
gave the following testimony, which was 
widely published:-"Soon after I became a 
Christian minister and pastor, I ascertained 
that a chief cause of my want of success with 
many of my hearers was their love of strong 
drink." Mr. Burder was a vice-president of 
the Bristol Temperance Society, and of the 
Bristol auxilial"y of the Alliance, and a sn b
scribing member of the Western Temperance 
League, &c. 

He was deservedly loved by all who knew 
him, and peacefully passed away on the l 7th 
of May, 1867, in the eighty-third year of his 
age. 

THOMAS ROGERS was born in West Town, 
Backwell, in the county of Somerset, in 1805. 
His father, Lancelot Rogers, was one of the 
victims of intemperance, and bis mother died 
broken -hearted in 1854, her husband dying 
in poverty some time afterwards. In 1831 
Thomas removed to Bristol, and in 1839 took 
the total abstinence pledge in order to save 
his son from the pain and disgrace of being 
the son of a drunkard. From 1 39 Mr. 
Rogers devoted his energies to the temper
ance cause, and in 1873 was reported to have 
enrolled over 8000 persons as members of the 
temperance society, and above 700 young 
persons under the age of fifteen. In 1861 
he was presented with a splendid gold watch 
and chain from the friends of temperance, 
and a large number of books bearing on the 
movement. In that year he enrolled 326 per
sons as members of the United Kingdom .Al
liance, and in the following year exactly 365 
-one for each day of the year. 

Mr. Rogers hailed with joy everything that 

appeared likely to further the interests of the 
cause, and hence be was one of the charter 
members of the first Good Templar lodge in 
Bristol, the "Bristol Star of Hope," No. 111. 
He became custodian or keeper of the Colston 
Hall, and availed himself of every opportunity 
of bringing the t emperance question before 
the members of the travelling companies visit
ing that hall. In 1853 he collected £329 for 
Bedminster Temperance Hall. He gave his 
son every possible facility for acquiring a good 
education, and had the gratification of seeing 
him rise to the position of rector of Spring
field, King's County, New Brunswick. The 
old veteran still lives (1890) at Bristol in his 
eighty-fifth year. 

GEORGE SAUNDERS, of Bristol, was one of 
the early members of the Bristol Total .Ab
stinence Society, his pledge-card being dated 
January 3d, 1836. As registrar of the 
society he enrolled the large number of 
28,000 persons, who signed the pledge at the 
hall in Tailors' Court. For several yea1s he 
successfully conducted open-air meetings on 
Sunday afternoons on the Broad Quay. He 
was an active member of the Temperance 
Society, Band of Hope, aud Alliance com
mittees, whose meetings be regularly and 
pu11ctually attended. He died suddenly of 
bronchitis, December 26th, 1867, in his 
seventy-fourth year. 

Although Mr. J arnes Teare' ' success in the 
west of England was very remarkable, it was 
not all smooth sailing, for in ome places be 
was bitterly persecuted and roughly treated, 
as the following particular , taken from the 
Preston Te11iperance Advocate for 1 36, p. 75, 
reveals. The editor says: "Various letters 
have been received from this champion of the 
cause (James Teare), all of which speak of 
his increasing labour, his unwearied zeal, and 
great success, as well as of the violent and 
brntal opposition with which he has been 
assailed almost in every place. At Taunton, 
where the meeting was held in the W esleyan 
Chapel, and which was crowded to excess, 
the laudlords and moderation people kicked 
up a row, broke the pews, and pulled the hat
pius out of the walls and threw them on the 
platform. One of my correspondents writes 
(ibid., p. 7 5): 'Ja mes Teare has set the west on 
fire with cold water! At W ellington1 Taunton, 
and Bridgewater we have had mob law!' In 
the latter place, Mr. Teare said : 'they broke 
nearly all the seats in the Friends' meeting-
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house, and I thought they would have taken 
my life, but the Lord protected m_e. At 
Exeter, in Devonshire, I have had. three 
glorious meetings crowded to excess. Two 
church ministers have beeu convinced, one 
has signed the pledge, and the other intends 
to sign. In answer to a letter written to 
Plymouth, they say they are not prepared 
for teetotal, but though it be 45 miles from 
Exeter, in the name of God I shall be there 
on Monday. Pray that God may go with 
me, and tell theru at the Cockpit that I am 
firing my bomb-shells as warmly as ever. 
This is 300 miles from Preston"' (ibid., p. 
75). Another report says: "At Street, near 
Glastonbury, the mob fell upon the tee
totallers, and beat them in the streets, but 
two of the culprits have been sent to the 
treadmill for six weeks each, and two others 
have had £3 each to pay. All these profess 
to be reformers, and even the mayor of 
Bridgewater publicly declared that he would 
find a respectable man to swear that James 
Teare was beastly drunk. The cause, how
ever, is rapidly extending in the west, and 
were there but a few such agents as Teare to 
follow him in these places great good would 
be certain to follow" (Preston Temperance 
Advocate, 1836, p. 75). 

These extracts give the reader some idea of 
the kind of work the early advocates of teeto
talism bad to do and the fierce opposition they 
ruet with. Some of ourmodernkid-gloved,gen
tlemanly advocates would think it impossible 
to hold a meeting under such circumstances as 
many of the agents of the various leagues and 
associations had to contend with, and would at 
once beat a retreat. Despite showers of brick
bats, rotten eggs, dead carcasses of animals, 
with bruised shins and battered heads, they 
bravely stood their ground, sometimes until 
their very lives were endangered, and if they 
did in the face of overpowering numbers beat a 
retreat it was only to come again strengthened 
for the conflict. Open violence indoors, or even 
in the open air, is seldom heard of nowadays 
in connection with the meetings to promul
gate temperance. But at one time, in the 
writer's recollection, to be known in a large 
workshop as an avowed and determined tee
totaller, was quite enough to bring down upon 
a man, or even a poor, defenceless, orphan 
lad, all the opprobrium and persecution of his 
fellow-workmen that the evil heart of man 
could devise. In those days men would scruple 

at nothing that would vex, annoy, or hinder 
the fellow who dared to be a teetotaller and 
would not comply with their demands. The 
pioneers of teetotalism, however, were neither 
cowards nor selfish, narrow-minded men, but 
patriots, sterling advocates of what they knew 
and felt in their hearts to be the truth-men 
who, like the apostle Paul," counted not their 
lives dear unto them" if they could win the 
poor deluded slaves of drink to their cause. 
Mauy of them laboured hard to secure the 
means to supply the wants of their families, 
and then, after the toils of the day were over, 
counted it a privilege and a joy to be enabled 
to walk miles into the country to teach and 
preach the principles of teetotalism-principles 
that had brought peace and happiness to their 
own hearts and homes, and would do the same 
for others. Some of our present temperance 
secretaries would make very wry faces, and 
lose much of their suavity and sweetness of 
manner, if they were to see the advertised 
speakers for the evening march up to the plat
form wearing moleskin or cord trousers, and 
see their toes peeping through the fronts of 
their boots, or hear them making music as they 
walked with the iron-tipped wooden soles of 
their clogs; but in the early days of the 
movement this was no uncommon thing, yet 
many of these were the men who "turned the 
world upside down" and made the temper
ance movement what it now is-" a power in 
the world." Their work was not cut and dried 
for them, nor were their visits announced in 
the papers weeks or months previous to the 
date of their visit, but with a spring-rattle, 
an old drum, or a hand-bell, and a small flag 
over their shoulders, through the streets they 
went, advertising their own meetings, and 
very often with remarkable success, for they 
reached the people, brought them together, 
and sowed seed which bore good fruit. 

To the working-classes much credit is clue 
for the success and popularity of the temper
ance movement. They were its first and 
truest friends. It is only within the last few. 
years that the shepherds of Israel, clergymen, 
ministers, &c., have to any extent given 
their attention to the temperance question. 
As a body they were its bitterest opponents; 
but to their honour be it stated, that from the 
first, and all through the various stages of the 
temperance reformation, there have been a few 
devoted men of God, ministers of all deqomi
nations, who have dared to come out and take 
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their stand with the advocates and apostles of 
true temperance. These have been like beacon 
lights to the world, and instruments i;.J. God's 
hands of bringing about the change that is 
now visible in all the churches. 

The Bridgewater Total Abstinence Society 
was established August 19th, 1836, when Mr. 
James Teare and Mr. Cyrus Clark held a 
meeting in the Friends' Meeting-house. At 
the second meeting, held the week following, 
an organized opposition, composed of drunken 
emis aries of the publicans, broke up the seats 
and dispersed the audience as stated. 

Despite all this the cause prospered, and in 
April, 1837, it was reported that 250 had 
signed the pledge and about 170 were con
sistent members of the society, including from 
25 to 30 reformed drunkards. In 1848 the 
committee expunged from the pledge the 
words "except as medicine." 

Amongst the early friends of the cause here 
was MR. F. J. THOMPSON, who, from the 
beginning, was one of its truest and most 
devoted supporters, and for many years the 
efficient secretary of the society. 

Thomas Whittaker of Blackburn was a 
frequent visitor here, and became so popular 
in Somerset as to acquire the soubriquet of 
the "Bishop of the Diocese." 

Amongst those who espoused the teetotal 
doctrine taught by James Teare on his first 
visit to Bath were J. H. Cotterell, W. H. 
Uotterell, and Jacob Henry Cotterell, junr., 
all of whom became earnest, active workers 
in the cause. 

Mr. Cotterell, senr., died July ll th, 1860, 
at the age of sixty-nine years. 

JACOB HENRY CoTTERELL the younger was 
for many years one of the most prominent 
and influential leaders of the temperance 
movement in the west of England. He was 
a prominent member of the executive com
mittee of the West of England Temperance 
League, and in 1860 was elected president. 
He was stricken with English cholera during 
the autumn of 1868, and was apparently re
covering after several weeks' illness, but died 
on the 14th of August, 186 , at the age of fifty
two years, and was interred at the Friends' 
burial-ground, Bath. 

DR. EDWARD SAUNDERS was another faith
ful friend and supporter of total abstinence 
principles in Bath. He was a man " looked 
up to by all classes as one whose sterling in
tegrity and shrewd common sense entitled his 
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opinion to no ordinary weight." For some 
years he was an honoured member of the 
town-council, a member of the City Act Com
mittee, a supporter of peace principles, and 
a warm-hearted philanthropist. He visited 
Australia, New Zealand, and the United States, 
and gave interesting lectures thereon after his 
return home. He died on the 20th November, 
1861, at the age of fifty-two years, his medical 
attendant declaring that his practice of total 
abstinence from stimulants had prolonged his 
life for years. 

REv. WILLIAM JAY was for a long series of 
years an attractive and popular minister in 
Bath, and had besides a wide popularity as 
an evangelical writer. He early identified 
himself with the temperance movement, and 
continued its staunch supporter to the close 
of his long life. 

In 1839 he wrote the following letter:--

" To THE SECRETARY oF THE BA'l'H TEMPERANCE 

ASSOCIATION. 

"MY DEAR Srn,-Circumstances will prevent 
me accepting your invitation to attend the Teetotal 
Christmas Festival on Friday evening. I am 
thankful that all through life I have been a tem
perate man, and for more than twenty-six years 
generally a teetotaller, but for the last six years I 
have been one constantly and entirely. 'l'o this 
(now I am past seventy) I ascribe under God the 
glow of health, evenness of spirits, freshness of feel
ing, ease of application, and comparative inexhaus
tion by public labours I now enjoy. 

"The subject of teetotalism I have examined 
physically, morally, and christianly; and after all 
my reading, reflection, observation, and experience, 
I have reached a very firm and powerful convic
tion-I believe that next to the Glorious Gospel, God 
could not bless the human race so much as by the 
abolition of intoxicating spirits. 

"As every man has some influence, and as we 
ought to employ usefully all our talents, and as I 
have been for nearly half a century endeavouring 
in this city to serve my generation by the will of 
God, I have no objection to your using this testi
mony in any way you please. I am willing that, 
both as a pledger and a subscriber, you should put 
down the name of, 

''My dear Sir, yours truly, 
"W. JAY. 

"Percy Place, 24th December." 

Mr. Jay died on the 27th of Decern ber, 
1853, at the venerable age of eighty-four 
years. 

On the 16th June, 1837, the number of tee
totallers in Bath was reported to be 1200. 

15 
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One of the early converts to teetotalism, 
through the advocacy of the Rev. William Jay, 
was the late MR. CHARLES THOMAS :3EA vrs, 
who became an abstaiuer in 1839, and was 
from henceforth a notable member of the 
Bath Temperance Society. He died on the 
2d of May, 1 80, at the age of seventy-two 
years. 

Amongst the early workers who took an 
active interest in the promotion of temperance 
among the young was a youth at Bath named 
JOHN BRUMBY. 

He was born in Bath, February llth, 1823, 
and signed the pledge in his fourteenth year. 
He became a zealous worker in the cause, and 
in company with fr. Veysie and seventeen 
other youths formed the Bath Juvenile Tem
perance Society April 30th, 1838. The pledge 
of the society was as follows :-" We agree to 
abstain from all intoxicating liquors except 
for religious ordinances." Young Brum by's 
work was so much esteemed that he was one 
of the orators at a crowded public meeting 
held June 20tb, 1 38. As secretary of the 
Youths' Society be laboured incessantly. In 
1 39 he held a public discussion with a young 
man named J . S. Potter, which lasted two 
nights, and though the show of hands was in 
favour of Potter, four Wesleyan ministers 
who were present were induced to try teeto
talism, and Potter himself ultimately signed 
the pledge. In January, 1840, Mr. Brumby 
publi bed a monthly periodical entitled the 
Batli Temperance Jlissionw-y, and in tituted 
a female juvenile temperance society July 
28th, 1845. He took an active part in the 
movement for closing public-houses on Sun
day, aud as president of the Juvenile Society 
attended the World's Temperance Conven
tiou in 1846, and spoke to a resolution on the 
rising generation as the hope of the temper
ance reformation. 

Soon after this symptoms of consumption 
showed that he was not destined to labour 
long, and on the 4th of June, 1847, he pas ' ed 
to his reward. A memoir of him was writteu 
by Mr. A. K . Matcham, and publisbed the 
same year, in which the author says that "in 
life" young Brumby "was lovely, and his 
death wa full of hope." 

Of the many remarkable raen of the nine
teenth century who have made themselves a 
name, few have done more to promote the cir-

culation of sound, practica1, educatioua.l works 
than IsAAC PITMAN, the inventor of phono
graphy, an old and faithful teetotaller, and a 
vegetariau, as also an active, vigorous worker. 
He was born on the 4th of January, 1813, 
and, notwithstanding his advanced age, be yet 
supervises a correspondence of 30,000 letters a 
year at the Phonetic Institute, Bath, besides 
the editing, proof-reading, and preparation of 
the uumerous books which he publishes, and 
the management of the Phonetic Journal. 

The success of the various societies in the 
west of Englaud was such that the active 
friends of the cause deemed it advisable to 
form a. society which would unite them to
gether and give more efficiency to the work. 
To this end the Bristol and Somerset Total 
Abstinence Association was formed at Street, 
near Glastonbury, June 19th, 1837. In 
August, 1858, its scope was extended to the 
west, and in 1865 it became the " West 
of Englaud and South Wales Temperance 
League," and in 1876 the Devon and Corn
wall Temperance League was amalgamated 
with it, and it became known as the Western 
Temperance League, extending over Berks, 
Brecon, Carmarthen, Devon, Cornwall, Rants, 
Hereford, Monmouth, Oxford, Pembroke, 
Radnor, Somerset, and Wilts. Altogether 
there are about 364 societies affiliated with 
tbe League. 

Its early friends and supporters included 
Mr. Joseph Eaton, of ri tol; Rev. Cyrus H. 
Clark, of Street; Mr. H. F. Cotterill, Mr. W. H. 
Cotterill, and Mr. Edward Saunders, of Bath; 
Messrs. Edward and Samuel Thomas, of 
Bristol; Mr. Edward Neave, of Gillingham; 
Mr.John Rutter, of Shaftesbury; Rev. Thomas 
Spencer, of Hinton Charter-house; and Mr. 
Robert Charleton, of Bristol, for many years 
treasurer of the League. From 1852 John 
Garth Thornton has been the able, zealous, 
and indefatigable secretary. 

The Bristol Temperance Herald, fonnded by 
Mr. Joseph Eaton, became the official organ 
of the League, and under the title of the 
Western Temperance Herald is so to this day, 
and with the exception of the Advocate-the 
organ of the British Temperance League-is 
the oldest periodical de oted to the ad vo
cacy of total abstinence principles in this 
country. Both are publi hed monthly, price 
one penny. 



CHAPTER XV. 

TEETOTALISM IN THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICTS. 

1834-1838. 

Mr. Livesey's First Visit to London-The Malt Lecture-First London Total Abstinence Pledge-Preston 
Men in the London Streets-W. Inwards's Conversion to Teetotalism-Results-British Teetotal Society 
E-tablished-T. A. Smith's Opposition-Determines to Try Teetotalism-Mrs. Ann Heming's Work in 
. outhwark-Six Temperance Sermons-Rev. John Saunders-Riotous Conduct of Brewers' Men
William .Morris-vVilliam Janson-First London Temperance Coffee-house-New British and Foreign 
'l.'emperance Society-Early Life and Career of Rev. Jabez Burns, D.D.-John P. Parker-John Cassell 
as a Temperance Advocate-Work in London-Early Life of Mr. Cas ell-Illustrious Converts-Life of 
John Meredith- Michael Gibson, or How an Aged Man became a Teetotaller-J. W. Green- Rev. 
James Sears-Delegate Meeting of New British and Foreign Temperance Society-First Anniversary 
-H. N. Rickman-Thomas Hudson-Sketch of Rev. J. Pye Smith, D.D.-Rev. John Rodgers, M.A. 
-John O'Neill, the Iri h Teetotal Shoemaker Poet-John V. Hall and Mrs. Hall-John Allen of 
Chelsea-Second Anniversary- ew British and Foreign Temperance Society-Rev. James Sherman 
- The Pledge Controversy-Metropolitan Welsh Total Abstinence Society-Metropolitan Roman 
Catholic Total Abstinence Societies and their Work-North Country Men in London, &c. 

On the 18th of J nly, 1834, Mr. Joseph 
Livesey, of Preston, left Birmingham and 
proceeded direct to London, which was then · 
the seat and centre of the British and Foreign 
Temperance Society, and early after his ar
rival he visited the office of the society, and 
there met the Rev. Dr. J ohu Edgar and others, 
who gave him no encouragement whatever, 
as they were strongly opposed to the doctrine 
of the Lancashire men. After many fruitless 
efforts to secure a place for a meeting, he at 
length got the promise of a preaching-room 
in Providence Row, Finsbury Square, and 
after much labour and pains in advertising 
and making preparations, he succeeded in 
securing an audience of about thirty persons. 

Some short time previous to this visit to 
London, Mr. Livesey had given his attention 
to the study of the malt liquor question. As 
a cheese merchant he was in the habit of 
attending Chester fair, and made the acquain
tance of a Mr. Darlington, a practical maltster 
and brewer, from w horn he gathered all the 
necessary information about malting and brew
ing, and how much barley was required to 
make a gallon of ale. With this information 
he prepared himself for a thorough investiga
tion of the subject, the result being the pre
paration, delivery, and subsequent publication 
of the popular lecture entitled, "The Great 
Delusion," or "Malt Lecture," already noticed. 

As it was this lecture Mr. Livesey intended 
to give in Providence Row, he sought the 
assistance of Mr. Phillips, the messenger of the 
British and Foreign Temperance Society, who, 
after helping Mr. Livesey in several small 
matters, had to tell him that he would have to 
withc;lraw, as he had learned that "if he gave 
him any assistance, it was as much as his 
place was worth." This lecture was not with
out results, for shortly after his return home 
to Preston, Mr. Livesey bad a letter from 
Mr. Pascal, informing him that, as one of the 
results of his lecture, an ale brewer, who was 
a partner with Dr. Epps, had given up the 
use and sale of it from what he bad heard 
that night. 

Previous to this visit of Mr. Livesey, efforts 
had been made to introduce the total absti
llence pledge into London. Mr. Couling in 
his History (page 73), quoting from Freeman's 
History of the Pledge Gont1·011ers.1J, says: "It 
is undoubtedly believed that John Giles, of 
Cam bridge Road, Mile-end, was the first in 
the great total abstinence movement in Lon
don. I find by a document dated February 
7th, 1 33, that John Giles had adopted and 
advocated total abstinence previous to that 
date. He also, at his own expense, got up 
the first public meeting, and at that meeting 
read a pledge which he had prepared, as 
follows:-" We agree to abstain from ardent 
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spirits, ale, wine, or porter, and all other 
intoxicating liquors, except for medicinal pur
poses or in a religious ordinance." 

It was not until the autumn of 1835 that 
efforts were made to form a separate and dis
tinct total abstinence society in London. On 
the lOth of August in that year a number of 
practical total abstainers, consisting of Messrs. 
Frederick Grosgean, Richard S. Nichols, J. 
Pascoe, John Giles, Perkins, Busil, Yer bury, 
Boyd, Young, and Boatswain (G. C.) Smith 
of W ellclose Square, met at the house of Mr. 
Grosgean, 99 Quadrant, Regent Street, Lon
don, and formed themselves into a committee, 
adding the name of Mr. William Morris, a 
journeyman type-founder in Lambeth. Mr. 
R. S. Nichols (brother of W. Nichols of Wils
den, near Bradford, Yorkshire) was appointed 
secretary, pro teni., and requested to draw up 
a form of pledge, which be did, and this pledge 
expressly stated that they were "neither to 
take nor give to others any intoxicating 
drinks." 

At their next meeting this committee 
agreed to invite Messrs. Livesey, Swindle
hurst, and Howarth to London, and accord
ingly they arrived on Monday, August 3lst, 
1835. Their first meeting was held in Theo
bald's Road, Red Lion Square, on Tuesday 
September lst, when between 300 and 400 
persons assembled. At first the meetings 
were very discouraging, and Mr. J,ivesey, 
having had some experience of London, deter
mined to make an effort to attract the atten
tion of the people, and if possible draw them 
to the meeting. "We must try to get more 
people to hear us," he said to bis companions, 
and went ont and borrowed a bell, then 
through the streets they went, one ringing 
the bell and another announcing the meeting, 
until they were stopped by a policeman, who 
gave them to understand that this kind of 
thing wa not allowed in London. The result, 
however, was a large accession to the numbers 
of the audience, including Mr. William In
wards and a companion. Speaking of this 
meeting Mr. Livesey says (Reminiscences, pp. 
16, 17): "Being told that Mr. Inwards, who 
kept a shop in the neighbourhood, dated his 
teetotalism from this meeting, I wrote to in
quire if this was so, and which of the Inwards 
it was." Mr. W. Inwards wrote a long letter 
in reply, dated Leamington, May 2d, 1867, in 
the course of which he said: 

"Your first meeting, announced by yourself 

and the two other noble pioneers in the tem
perance cause with the bell in Tbeobald's 
Road, I so well rernem ber that I can never 
forget it. Both myself and neighbours made
sport of the whole affair, and thought the 
men were mad. I and my next-door neigh
bour (a poor dissipated drunkard) went. The 
meeting commenced, and I was offered a seat, 
but would not take it. I began to feel inter
ested; we both remained standing until the 
meeting was over, when yon made an ;;i,ppeal 
to all to try the system, if only for a month. 
My neighbour said to me, 'Inwards, what do 
you think of it 1' I replied, 'Well, what do 
you think of it?' 'Why,' says he, 'we are 
beat; I will have a month if you will.' I at 
once saw the good of it, if it would only keep 
him sober a month, and I replied 'I will.' 
That night we both signed and commenced; 
the man completely changed; his wife rejoiced 
and his family were blessed. From that mo
ment I saw and felt the glory and the great
ness of this holy cause. Some of the worst 
drunkards in the neighbourhood were re
claimed, and brought under the sound of th 
Word of Life. They gladly received it; and 
of those who were added to the churches in 
the vicinity, many are now living ornaments 
to the cau e, or added to 'the just men made 
perfect.'" 

Mr. Inwards goe on to relate how the 
several members of his family were led by his 
example, &c., to uecome identified with the 
cause, and the good r sults that followed. 

The second meeting of the series addressed 
by the Preston advocates was held in the 
National School-room, Quaker Street, Spital
fields, on the Wednesday evening, and was 
attended by a goodly number of the working
classes. Mr. John Andrew, jnn., of Leeds, 
was one of the speakers, and Mr. Livesey 
gave his malt lecture, which was repeated 
the following evening at Humphrey's Riding
school, Waterloo Road, when three brewers 
and a number of publicans attended. A 
working man came forward and declared to 
the meeting the benefits which he had received 
from five years of total abstinence from all 
intoxicating liquors. The last meeting was 
held on Friday evening in the Mariner's 
Church, vVellclose Square, the result of the e 
meetings being sixty-one signatures to the 
teetotal pledge, and the formation of the Brit
ish Teetotal Temperance Society. The first 
regular meeting of this society was held at 
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the house of Mr. Grosgean, on September 
llth, 1835, when Mr. J. S. Buckingham, 
M.P., was elected president; Mr. Basil Mon
tHgue, Q.C., vice-president; Mr. Ashley of 
Regent Street, treasurer and banker; Mr. 
Grosgean, sub- treasurer; Mr. R. S. ichols, 
secretary; and l\lr. Pascoe, depositor. 

In October a \Yeekly meeting was com
menced in Harper Alley, mid another in Hon
d urns Street, but such was the opposition and 
annoyance they met with, that the frieuds 
were obliged to remove from Harper Alley to 
Trinity Chapel, Leather Lane, Holborn. Mr. 
·William Smart was appointed honorary secre
tary on l\lr. R. S. Nichols's removal to Wils
den, Br:uJfonl. 

In addition to holding weekly meetings the 
committee published a series of tracts, includ
ing some portions of Mr. Livesey's Great 
Delitsion, the Ox Disconrse, &c. 

At one of the meetings of this society held 
iu the J.\1nriner's Chun.:h, Wellclose Square, 
Londou, in .A ugu t, 1 35, there was a person 
pre ·eut for the express purµo e of attempting 
to show the imprncticability of total abstin
ence. This was none other than MR. TrroM:AS 
ALLEX SMITn, who was afterwards known 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
eountry as the eminent chemical and experi
lll ental lecturer for the very ea.use he went to 
this meeting to oppose. 

Mr. Smith \Vas already a member of the 
British and Foreigu Temperance Society, but, 
like many others, was up to that time unable 
to ee the evils of ale and wine drinking. 
1'.[r. J. S. Buckingham, M.P., was chairman, 
autl gave an able exposition of the advantages 
of total abstinence from all kinds of intoxicat
ing liquors, and was followed by other speak
e1", when Mr. Smith asked permission to 
adchess the meeting. He proceeded to dis-
ect the speeches, and attempted to refute 

the arguments advanced, contending that tee
totalism might do for members of parliament, 
dergymen, or ladies and gentlemen, but was 
altogether unsuitable for those who had to 
work hard, and affirmed that beer was really 
required by men who had to work at the 
forge, the lathe, the anvil, or other callings 
requ iring much physical exertion. He was 
loudly applauded by many of those present 
who held the same views; bnt Mr. Bucking
ham inquired if Mr. Smith would answer a 
question. "Certainly," he replied. "Then," 
.asked Mr. Buckingham, "have you ever tried 

to work without beer?" Mr. Smith was 
obliged to confess that he had not. "Then," 
said the chairman, "you know nothing about 
the matter; there are two sides to the ques
tion-yon have only examined one. Sign the 
pledge; try teetotalism, and after you have 
fairly tried it you will be able to form a cor
rect opinion on the subject." 

Mr. Smith was a practical man, and saw 
the force of the chairman's remarks, and at 
once gave his adhesion to the pledge for one 
month's experiment, and at the close of his 
term of probation he found that his health 
and strength were improved by teetotalism, 
and that the principle was right and true, so he 
determined to abide by it for the remainder 
of his life. 

In 1835 an earnest worker named ANN 
HEMING might have been seen in her daily 
walks through· the borough of Southwark, 
London, visiti11g not only the homes of the 
poor but the ba1' of the public-house, distri
buting temperance and Christian tracts and 
giving friendly advice. It is worthy of record 
that this lady, in her simple and somewhat 
peculiar Quaker's garb, was so well known 
that very rarely did she meet with insult; 
even the publicans were awed by her quiet 
and firm demeanour. Her attention was 
directed to the necessity of inculcating tem
perance principles amongst the young, an<l 
she commenced a society for juveniles in Red 
Cross Street, and another in Kent Street, 
which were probably the first in London. 
Many of these young people lived to bless the 
day when Ann H eming visited the homes of 
their parents, or induced them to sign the 
total abstinence pledge. 

On Sunday, December 30th, 1835, six special 
sermons on temperance were preached in 
London churches under the auspices of the 
British and Foreign Temperance Society. 
Two of these sermons were preach ed by the 
Rev. T. Dale, M.A., and one each by the Revs. 
J. Saunders, M.A., R. Monroe, M.A., T. Snow, 
M .A., and T. Rodwell, M.A. The Ilerald, 
the organ of the British and Foreign Temper
ance Society, "looked upon these discourses 
as constituting an event of incalculable im
portance." 

The REv. JoHN SAU DERS was a native of 
London, born in 1807, ancl was intended for 
the law, but at the age of nineteen he set his 
mind on becoming a missionary to the heathen, 
and despite the opposition of his family he at 
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length entered the ministry, taking charge of 
a congregation in London. His mind being 
bent on missionary work, he attended the 
winter session of Edinburgh University in 
1832-33, and some time afterwards went out 
to Sydney and took charge of the Baptist 
church there, which he retained for fourteen 
years. Here his staunch advocacy of total 
abstinence earned for him the title of the 
"Apostle of Temperance." He returned to 
England, and <lied on the lst of May, 1859, 
at the age of fifty-two years. 

On Tuesday, March 22d, 1836, the weekly 
meeting of the British Teetotal Society, held 
at Tottenham, London, was a scene of uproar 
and confusion almost indescribable. While 
the first speaker was addressing the rneetiug 
the brewers' advocate was borne into the room 
upon the brewers' men's shoulders, they being 
armed with sticks, stones, and pots of beer. 
"He in passing over the desks to reach the 
platform, through the poison that he had 
taken, fell and cut his forehead, and after 
making numerous and sen eless observations 
couched iu language unfit to be used by the 
lowest of the low, he said: <Now, lads, who 
bas the best of the argument? Hold up your 
hands!' Having obtained the majority, he 
was borne in triumph to the George, amidst 
reiterated shouts and uproar. Then com
menced the work of destruction. The candles 
were extinguished and thrown at us; stones 
and other things followed, and many of the 
desks, forms, windows, and lesson-boards were 
broken. They were summoned before a magis
trate for the assault, but through there not 
being sufficient evidence to prove it, they 
were discharged. The friends of the cause 
will at once see how we are placed, liable at 
any time to these outrages, and they also see 
the necessity of giving us their support as far 
as lies in their power" (Preston Temperance 
Advocate, 1836, p. 36). 

This lawlessness on the part of the opponents 
of the teetotallers was not exceptional, but 
appears to have been of frequent occurrence 
at the J_.ondon meetings in different districts, 
the result being inconvenience, bodily peril, 
and expense, so that the funds were wasted in 
repairing the damage done, and replacing the 
property lost or destroyed by the rioters. 

Amongst those forming the first committee 
of the London Total Abstinence Society, after
wards the "British Teetotal Temperance 
Society," was WILLIAM 1\foRRIS, who was 

born at Plumpton, Sussex, May 14th, 17 :3. 
In 1806 he 'vent to London and obtained 
employment in a timber-yard, after which he 
engaged himself at a type-founder's. He 
became a member of a political union, but 
was not long before he found that the evils 
under which the people suffered were more of 
a social than of a political character, am.I this 
led him to join the first temperance society 
formed in London. He became very acti Ye in 
the work, even writing a tract, and printiug 
and circulating it at his own expense. Mr. 
Morris soon after became a teetotaller, and, as 
we have seen, joined the first London teetotal 
committee. At his suggestion the society 
was named the British Teetotal Temperance 
Society. He was au active worker, a good 
vl'gauizer, and died November 5th, 1861, at 
the age of seventy-eight years. 

About this time MR. WILLIAM JANSON, of 
Totteuham, who had previously been a mem
ber of the Moderation Society, signed the 
pledge of total abstinence, and gave his sym
pathy and support to the new ociety. The 
following is his own statement: "About this 
time I had uecome acquainted, through ir. 
Pascoe, w horn I found at Bagster's shop iu 
Paternoster Row, with the fact that there 
was a total abstinence society with publica
tions from Preston. He produced the Preston 
pledge-book, which I at once signed. This 
was in the year 1835. It was very simple, 
and included the clause neither to give nor 
offer. The result was that what little wine 
I had in the house I sent to an infirmary, and 
the spirits I poured down the sink. I mention 
this circumstauce, because many exaggerated 
thing were said of me in relation to this 
matter, e.g. that I had thrown all my wine 
away, &c. It is true that I sent a few bottles 
of Lachrymre Christi after the spirits, but 
this was sour stuff, brought at some cost, it is 
trne, from l aples some few years before. To 
return, however, to my story. The tng of war 
now began. I had to put my shoulder to the 
wheel, and was not going to be beaten if I could 
help it. Something had been said at the last 
moderation meeting that we bad held about 
barley-water being a much more useful drink, 
after all, than beer, and about salt, too, being 
useful as a condiment. This gave rue, in the 
great unpopularity of the cause amongst the 
wotking-classes, the soubriquet of 'Barley
water Billy,' a name which was frequently 
called after me in my walks through the vil-
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!age, as well as' Salt and \Vater;' and though 
I soon lived down all this, yet the coldness of 
the upper and religions classes to the move
ment seemed to paralyse our efforts. This 
gave the enemy great occasion to blaspheme, 
and we were challenged to a discus ion at the 
Boys' Lancastrian School-room by a portrait
painter, who was then living about at the 
different public-bou es. I bad. invited Mr. 
Frederick Grosgean from town, at that time an 
earnest teetotaller, and, I believe, a Methodist 
local preacher, with other helpers. It was, 
however, soon evident that there was to be no 
fair discussion. Our opponent arrived borne 
on the shoulders of brewers' draymen, who, 
as they entered the room, blasphemously ex
claimed, ' Glory to God in the highest!' He 
was well up in his subject; had his Bible with 
him, and quoted it about as glibly as a pro
slavery advocate can at all times do in favour 
of slavery. The room was crammed, but the 
greater part had come for a row. It was not 
very long before this broke out, when the 
room became a scene of the greatest confusion. 
Lights were put out, stove-piping pulled down, 
forms pulled up, and ourselves saluted with 
brick bats and rotten eggs. The parties were 
had before the magistrates for an a sault upon 
the schoolmaster, and were bound over to 
keep the peace. I have given the account of 
this meeting as a specimen of what we were 
exposed to at that time. Our meetings were 
afterwards held with more quiet, and with 
varying success. It was at one of them, a 
tea-meeting, that Mr. J. W. Green signed the 
pledge; and I have a most lively recollection 
of visits from Mr. T. A. Smith, James Teare, 
and others. Amongst them, one from one 
Arthur Conlan, who, for want of better ma
terial, we afterwards made editor of the Intelli
gencer" (Weekly Reco1·d, November 30th, 1 61). 

Early in 1836 the first temperance coffee
house in London was opened at 44 Buuhill 
Row, St. Luke's; and in April a temperance 
boarding-house was opened at 11 Salisbury 
Square, Fleet Street,-an undertaking com
menced by friends of the Moderation Society 
(i.e. the old British and Foreign Temperance 
Society). By the assistance of Mr. Janson a 
temperance hotel was opened in Aldersgate 
Street by Mr. Michael Hart, April 4th, 1836, 
when about eighty persons sat down to tea, 
after which a publiG meeting was held in the 
Aldersgate Street Chapel. The meetings of 
the committee were now held at this hotel, 

and Mr. Janson was elected a member of the 
committee. The metropolis was divided into 
tive districts, and arrangements made for the 
formation of an auxiliary in each. The North 
London Auxiliary was formed October 14th, 
1836; the East London, October 19th; the 
South Loudon, November 2d; the West Lon
don, November 3d; and the City at a later 
period. The following is an extract from the 
first report of the South London Auxiliary 
Society: "This auxiliary originated in the 
zeal of a few mechanics aud labouring men 
residing in this neighbourhood, who had them
selves been benefited by adopting the prin
ciples of total abstineuce from all intoxicating 
liquors, and were desirous of communicating 
the happy results of their experience to others. 
They accordingly met, together with Mr. 
Morris, senr., and formed themselves into a 
provisional committee." 

The Temperance Intelligencm· was com
menced as a fortnightly publication, October 
8th, 1 36, as the pr0perty of Messrs. Janson 
and Howard, and in November, 1836, Messrs. 
James Teare and Thomas Allen Smith were 
engaged as agents of the society. 

About the same time the Temperance Penny 
Magazine was commenced by the Moderation 
Society, in addition to the society's Herald. 

It was about this period that the British 
Teetotal Society was reorganized under the 
title of the "New Briti h and Foreign Tem
perance Society for the uppression of Intem
perance. The first step was taken at a meet
ing held in the Friends' Meeting-house, 
Bishopsgate, August l 7th, 1836. The actual 
establishment of the society is placed as 
August 29th, 1836, when public meetings 
were held in various parts of London, addressed 
by R. S. Nichols of Wilsden, who had come 
to London expressly, John Andrew, junr. of 
Leeds, Joseph Livesey of Preston, and others. 
The new society had the support and assist
ance of Messrs. John Dunlop, formerly of 
Greenock, J. vV. Green, John Meredith, J. 
Snow (afterwards Dr. Snow, the successful 
administrator of chloroform), Rev. J abezBurns, 
Dr. Lovell, and H. N. Rickman, the com
mercial traveller, and others. Earl Stanhope 
had consented to become president, and Mr. 
John Meredith was secretary; so that the 
society had an influential and able staff of 
officers and committee, and in 1837 commenced 
active operations under the most favourable 
auspices. 
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The first minister of the gospel who publicly 
identified himself with the teetotal movement 
iu London is believed to have been the REv. 
3.ABEZ BuR s (afterwards Dr. Burns). He 
was a native of Oldham in Lancashire, and 
was born on the 18th of Deceru ber, 1805. 
His parents were not rich in worldly posses
sions, but had a large share of moral worth. 
They were both members of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society. His mother died when 
he was young, but not before she had taught 
him lessons which he remembered through 
life. From the age of fourteen he had to 
plod his way through life, battling with its 
trials and difficulties; but the remembrance of 
his dear mother's life and teaching, with the 
counsels of his father, preserved him in the 
path of virtue, and his means being very 
limited he was not able, had he been disposed, 
to }JUrsue a life of pleasure. 

He had a great taste for learning, and 
though his hours as clerk in a merchant's office 
were protracted, he spent his spare moments 
in carefully reading such books as came in 
his way, but his favourite study was the 
Bible. While thus employed in the city of 
York, he attracted the attention of the Rev. 
A. E. Farrar, then labouring in the York cir
cuit. Mr. Farrar had known his pa.rents, and 
took a lively interest in the youth, and in due 
time led him to become a Christian and to 
join the church of his pa.rents. At the age of 
sixteen he began to occupy ome of the village 
pulpits in the vicinity of York, and when 
quite young became an itinerant minister of 
the Methodist N ew Connexion; but at the 
age of twenty-four he joined the General 
Baptists, and took charge of a Baptist church 
at Perth in Scotland. Previous to this he 
had published his maiden production as an 
author, entitled Tlie Christian Sketch Book, 
which sold rapidly and went through several 
editions. 

Mr. Burns laboured with great acceptance 
at Perth, and it was there that he espoused 
the principles of temperance, and became an 
advocate thereof in connection with the Perth 
Temperance (Moderation) Society. In 1835 
he accepted the pastorate of the General Bap
tist Church in New Church Street, Maryle
bone, London. Of his success as a preacher 
and pastor we need only to state the fact that 
he found a church of twenty-five members. 
and a congregation of about fifty, and raised 
the membership to four hundred and the con-

gregation to eigl1t hundred. In :May, 1 36, 
Mr. Burns signed the total abstinence pledge, 
and at once gave his earne t attention to the 
subject, becoming an active and popular ex
ponent of the more advanced principle. "There 
are two things by which Dr. Burns will ever 
be known, his volitrninous writings and his 
powerful advocacy of ternpernnce." His writ
ings consist chiefly of sermons and skeletons 
of sermons, and the Pulpit C;1jclopcedia, iu ad
dition to numerous articles on certain phases 
of temperance, notably, "The Scripturalness 
of Temperance,"" The Temperance Offering,'' 
"An Address to Ministers of the Gospel,'' and 
several others. When the division took place 
in 1839, through the adoption of the "Long 
Pledge" by the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society, Mr. Burns took the side 
of the Long Pledge, and at the annual meeting 
held at Exeter Hall, London, May 2lst, 1839, 
he moved a resolution which resulted in the 
secession of the Short Pledge party. Mr. 
Burm; was elected a member of the executive 
committee of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society, and before the close of 
tbe year was appointed editor of its weekly 
organ, the New British and Foreign Temper
ance Society's Journal. During the summer 
of 1839 a number of important meetings were 
held in his chapel, and weekly meetings were 
held in the school-room beneath. He was 
elected president of the St. Marylebone and 
St. James' uxiliary to the ew Briti h and 
Foreign Temperance Society. On Monday 
evening, December 16th, 1839, Mr. Burns 
commenced an annual series of temperance 
sermons, which he continued without inter
ruptiou to his death, and which since then 
have been continued by his son, Rev. Dawson 
Burns, D.D. 

On the 22d December, 1 .JO, a crowded 
temperance meeting was held in the chapel, 
when a gold medal was presented to him 
bearing the following inscription: - "Pre
sented to the Rev. J abez Burns, as a token 
of respect and esteem, by a few members of 
the Lisson Grove, Paddington, and Chelsea 
Branches of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society. 'He reasoned of right
eousness, temperance, and judgment to come' 
(Acts xxv. 25)." 

At an early period of the temperance move
ment Mr. Burns laboured energetically to 
banish the intoxicating element from the 
Lord's table, and having firmly resolved that 
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it should not be used in his own church, he 
incurred great opposition from different quar
ters, some of the most influential of his people 
withdrawing from the church and establish
ing another in the immediate neighbourhood. 
Nevertheless he persevered, and held on to 
what he believed to be the truth, and during 
his pastorate the church building was two or 
three times enlarged. 

Mr. Burns did not confine his temperance 
efforts to the metropolis, but went out on lec
turing tours, and there are few cities or towns 
in Great Britain which were not visited by 
him. He was always enthusiastically r eceived 
at the great conventions and annual gather
ings of the British Temperance League, United 
Kingdom A lliance, &c. In 1846 he took an 
active part in the "World's Temperance Con
vention;" and in 1848 attended the Ministerial 
Conference at Manche ter, presiding over the 
delibera.tions one day, and taking part in the 
discussions at the other sittings of the confer
ence. On the subject of congregational tem
perance societies he remarked : "We have 
had a congregational temperance society in 
the chnrch of which I am pastor for several 
years. vVe have found it to work admirably . 
Four-fifths of the Sabbath-school scholars are 
teetotallers; many of the teachers, and a 
considerable nurn ber of the members of the 
church are teetotallers." 

At one of the public meetings in connection 
with this conference 1r. Burns was calle1l 
upon to speak, and in the course of his addre s 
said : "He had been a teetotaller for twelve 
year . Duriug that time he bad been a work
ing man; had worked with the head, the 
bands, the feeL, and his whole system during 
that time bad been in constant operation. 

ince he had been a teetotaller he had been 
better able to work, had had better spirits, a 
more cheerful state of mind, and more fit in 
every sense of the wor<l, be believed, for the 
discharge of the onerous and important duties 
devolving upon him as a Christian mini ter. 
He became a teetotaller without reference to 
personal considerations as to whether it would 
agree with his health or not, but because he 
fe lt the conviction that as a Christian min
ister he was bound to be in the front ranks 
of this important movement-that it would 
reflect great disgrace upon him if hi members 
and deacons should themselves take the lead." 

In 1847 Mr. Burns was sent as a deputation 
to the Triennial ( onference of the Freewill 

Baptists of America, where he was cordially 
received, and during his visit he travelled 
exte11sively in the different states of the 
Union, and his labours in the pulpit and on the 
platform were duly appreciated. He showed 
himself the same earnest, fearles advocate 
of every good cause that he was at home, 
and ventured to give utterance to his views 
on what was then America's "stain," the curse 
of slavery. "I know of no crime equal in 
its deadly influence," said Mr. Burns. "It 
not only debases the slave, and wrongs him 
to the utmost human agency can effect, but 
it hardens and corrupts the slave-holder, and 
pollutes the entire atmosphere where the 
horrid traffic is perpetuated. Could I per
sonify this climax of monstrous hatefulne.s, 
I would say that its head is folly, its counte
nance pride, its heart essential cruelty, its 
feet are swift to shed blood, and its hands are 
ready to every evil work. God abhors it, 
mankind by universal consent loathes it, and 
devils and human demons aloue rejoice in it." 

Soon after the publication of his Pulpit 
Cyclopredia, the Wesleyan University, Middle
ton, New York, conferred upon him the degree 
of D.D. 

In November, 1874, Dr. Burns was seized 
with a fainting fit whilst giving a temperance 
lecture in his own chapel, and weakness of 
the heart was feared . He seemed to rally 
again and was unwilling to take the rest he 
needed in the following summer, and con
tinued to preach and lecture with more accept
ance than ever. In the autumn, however, it 
was apparent that his strength was giving 
way; his last pulpit exerci e being a funeral 
sermou on the Rev. W. Brock, D.D., Nov. 
2lst, 1875. He calmly passed away on the 
evening of J anuary 3lst, 1876, at the age of 
seventy-one years. 

At a meeting held in Queen Street, Lam
beth, in 1836, JoHN PREST PARKER, a coach
trimmer, signed the total abstinence pledge, 
and soon afterwards became associated with 
Mr. John Meredith and others carrying on 
temperance work in the south of London. 
He became a zealous labourer in the cause, 
and was an excellent speaker, therefore soou 
became a great favourite. H e was considered 
one of the most intelligent r epresentative 
working men in meetings of the Temperance 
Society, and remained in one employment for 
over forty years. H e was a useful ·writer on 
the temperance question, and the author of 
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several tracts in the Ipswich Series, and an 
excellent temperance catechism. It was 
through his instrumentality that the late Mr. 
George Howlett signed the pledge. Mr. 
Parker died May 26, 1872, aged seventy years. 

While John Hockings was labouring in 
London in 1836, a working blacksmith heard 
him, and disputed the fact that John was a 
practical smith, and challenged him to forge 
a horse-shoe. John accepted the challenge, 
on condition that both were to exhibit their 
skill in this art at the same time and place. 
Arrangements were made: and the contest 
created considerable excitement, wheu, to the 
surprise and discomfiture of his opponent, 
John Hockings made three workmanlike 
horse-shoes while the other only made two in 
the same space of time. Thus the teetotaller 
won an easy victory, and secured the esteem 
and admiration of the working men of the 
district. 

In the autumn of 1836 MR. JOHN CASSELL, 
the Manchester carpenter, entered heartily 
into the movement, and became a zealou 
working advocate. " Fired with zeal in a 
cause which he believed would prove a bless
ing to bis fellow working men, he left the 
joiner's bench and became a voluntary home 
missionary. Furnished with a watchman's 
rattle, he went forth visiting village aft r 
village, and by the noise of his rattle he called 
forth the people and invited them to his 
meetings. At time he suffered great priva
tions, but having faith in God he persevered." 

This statement is fully confirmed by a para
graph in the Preston Temperance Advocate for 
1837, which announces the fact that "John 
Cassell, the Manchester carpenter, has been 
labouring amidst many privations with great 
success in the county of Norfolk. He is pass
ing through Essex, on his way to London. 
He carries his watchman's rattle, an excellent 
accompaniment of temperance labour." 

I u October, 1836, he arrived in London, 
where he at once sought out the friends of 
temperance. He delivered several addresses 
in his own plain, straightforward manner, 
and despite his broad provincialisms was 
well received. Through the influence of 
Messrs. John Meredith and William Janson 
Mr. Cassell was engaged to labour as one of 
the agents of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society. In this capacity he 
worked "with characteristi~ energy and suc
cess," and made rapid strides in the walks of 

self-cultivation. He was a diligent and suc
cessful student, and became a man of influence 
and power in the metropolitan district. 

The parents of John Cassell came of a 
Kentish stock, but he himself was born iu 
Manchester, January 23d, 1817. His parent 
were poor, and therefore his preliminary ed u
cation was very simple and rudimentary; but 
"he carried his self-culture to a degree not 
often surpassed among the non-professional 
classes, having an extensive acquaintance with 
English literature, great general information, 
and a fair mastery of the French lauguage, 
which he often had occasion to use." 

On his arrival in London in 1836 he took 
part in a temperance meeting held in the 
New Jerusalem School-room, near Westmin
ster Road, and Mr. J. P. Parker, who was 
present, described him as "a gaunt stripling, 
poorly clad and travel-stained; plain, straight
forward, and earnest in speech, but very broad 
in provincialism." On the l 7th November be 
spoke in Milton Street, Barbican, with an 
energy aud effect, despite his provincial brogue, 
which gained him friends on ihe spot, and 
stamped an epoch in his onward and upward 
career. He is said to have freely confessed, 
on some of these occasions, that he carried his 
worldly all in his wallet, and had only a few 
pence in his pocket. A gentleman who heard 
him thought he saw the making of a good 
agent in him, took him to his own house, and 
introduced him to Mr. Meredith and others 
of the New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, who, as already stated, engaged him as 
one of their agents. In November, 1840, Mr. 
Cassell lectured in the City Hall, Norwich, 
and amongst those who signed the pledge at 
the close were the Rev. Thomas Evans, Congre
gational minister, Mr. John Rutter, solicitor, 
of Shaftesbury, aud a youth, since known far 
and wide a the Rev. Charles Garrett, the 
popular We leyan minister, an ex-presideut 
of the Conference, and an ardent advocate of 
total abstinence principles. Mr. Thomas 
Holiday Barker, the well-known and devoted 
secretary of the United Kingdom Alliance for 
the Suppression of the Liquor Traffic, was 
also a convert of Mr.John Cassell's, and always 
spoke of him in terms of affection and rever
ence. 

It was, we understand, during a temperance 
tour in Lincolnshire that Mr. Cassell £rst met 
the amiable and excellent lady who became 
his wife. This connection, so happy and aus-
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picious in all respects, enlarged bis faculties 
for those commercial enterprises which he had 
for some time contemplated. After his mar
riage he was placed in command of a sum of 
money, which enabled him to grasp a machine 
more powerful than bis rattle-the printing
press. He first issued some temperance tracts, 
then a monthly periodical, and at last brought 
out a weekly paper. The name of John 
Cassell as editor and publisher of the Workin,q 
,]fan's F'1·iend became a household word in this 
and other la.nds. His business soon became 
too gigantic for one man to manage, and he 
wisely entered into partnership with the 
eminent printers, Me srs. Petter and Galpin. 
Since then the firm of Cassell has become a 
great limited company, famed as much for its 
enterprise as for the beauty and utility of its 
numberless publications, which have made the 
name familiar throughout the world. 

Mr. Cassell never forgot that he had been 
a poor working man. He wrote, spoke, and 
printed with the hope of improving the con
dition of the working-classes, and accomplished 
much in that directiou. Up to the end of his 
rerua.rkable career he was truly the workin,q 
rnun' s friend. 

He continued to the last a faithful friend of 
the cause of temperance, and lived to prove 
that even a poor hard-working journeyman 
carpenter may, by industry aucl energy, com
bined with teetotalism and religion, become 
"the friend of peers and the a . ociate of the 
greatest intellects of the age in which he 
lived." He died April 2cl, 1 65, at the early 
age of forty-eight years, and was interred in 
Kensal Green Cemetery. 

In the eariy part of the year 1837 MR. 
JOHN MEREDITH was appointed secretary to 
the New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, and Mr. J. vV. Green editor to the 
official organ of the society. On the 12tb of 
May, 1 37, Earl Stanhope signed the total 
abstinence pledge, and became an annual sub
scriber of £5 to the fnnds of the society, 
through the influence of Mr. Meredith, and 
he soon afterwards became its president. 

Mr. Meredith wa.s a laborious worker, and 
strove hard to effectuate a scheme by which 
he would bring the whole country under tem
perance iufiuence. He has been well described 
as" the Napoleon of the temperance warfare." 
He was not a gifted speaker, but he was a suc
cessful worker. He stood firm to the society 
when it was almost torn to pieces by the long 

and short pledge controversy, and held the 
position of secretary until the formation of 
the National Temperance Society, with which 
be became officially connected. '.Ir. l\Ieretl ith 
established the London Temperance Mission, 
of which he became the superintendent, and 
was the mea.ns of collecting aud publishing a 
large mass of valuable and important stati tic 
brought in by his assistants. "He watched 
the mission with a fatherly eye. He was in
flexibly systematic in all things, but patient, 
persevering, and laborious. He never repined 
a.t slow progress, nor desponded at the sight of 
difficulties. He was always full of hope, and 
ready with a. word of encouragement. Although 
most of his time was devoted to the temper
ance cause, he took great interest in several of 
the religious and moral efforts of the day. He 
was a. member of the Anti-Capital Punish
ment Society, and was much interested in that 
movement. It is worthy of .remark that Mr. 
Meredith felt strongly on the subject of the 
iiquor traffic, even when legislative interfer
ence was not recognized as the duty of the 
state by his colleagues. He viewed everything 
through the medium of Chri tian duty, and 
it would be well if many of higher professions 
a.nd pretensions would endeavour to imitate 
the simple life and emulate the steady virtues 
of John Meredith" (Temperance Spectator, 
1859, p. 24). 

Mr. Meredith laboured in the cause until 
old age and increasing infirmity compelled 
him to relax his energies. He died January 
22d, 1859, in his seventy-fifth year. 

MRS. HANNAH MEREDITH, wife of the above, 
wa.s an earnest, sympathetic co-worker with 
her husuand, and survived him a little over 
four years, dying 011 the 18th of August, 1863, 
at the age of seventy-three years. 

One day in 1838 a gentleman iu a London 
omnibus asked MR. MICHAEL Grnso:-<, of Bhnr
thorpe Cottage, Regent's Park, London, to 
accept a copy of the Temperance lntelligencer, 
which he did, and on read ing an account of a 
temperance rueeting held in Exeter Hall both 
he and his son became teetotallers, and took 
an active interest in the cause. Mr. Gibson 
died at bis residence October 26th, 1 41, in 
the ninety-first year of his age. 

MR. J, W. GREEN was one of the early friends 
of the ten1perance reformation in London, and 
from an early period was intimately associated . 
with temperance associations and temperance 
literature. He was editor of the London Tern-
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perance l ntelligencer, and, at a later period, of 
the T eetotal Times, and the writer of many 
excellent articles on the subj ect. Ho was a 
large-hearted, liberal-minded Wesleyan Me
thodist, the Wesleyan Times affirming that 
"his Catholic heart em braced in its prayers 
all branches of the one church of the Saviour." 

"To him temperance was a solemn theme; 
and he pursued his argument with an earnest 
desire to reach the understandings of those he 
addressed. Re was ever intent upon the one 
great thing-to make his audience fully un
derstand the principles of the temperance re
formation and to awaken a sense of responsi
bility in the minds of all who heard him. For 
a lucid exposition of first princiµles we know 
of none who excelle l J. W. Green, although 
many surpassed him in vivacity, power, and 
pathos" ( 'J1empel'ance Spectator, 1860, p. 37). 

Mr. Green was in the employment of l\Ir. 
John Cassell the pu blisber, anc.l there was a 
mutual attachment between them. He was 
a member of the committee of the London 
.Temperance Society from an early period, and 
the National Temperance League never had 
a more faithful and diligent member of its 
executive. "He was always at his post." He 
died on the 1 t of February, 1860, at the age 
of seventy-e ight years, and was interred iu 
Abuey Park Cemetery. Around the grave 
stood Messrs. George Crnik hank, \Villiam 
Tweedie, W. Sprigrrs, T. B. Smithies, T. I. 
White, Michael Young, Rutter, Hudson, Dove, 
Gwynne, Kaye, Smith, Burns, &c., and Mr. 
Young delivered a very eloquent and appro
priate funeral oration, which was fully re
ported in the ffesleyan Times. 

On the 15th of March, 1837, one of the 
largest public meetings in favour of total 
ab tinence held in London up to that date 
wa,s held in Surrey Chapel, when the four 
great continents were represented, Asia by a 
Chinaman and Africa by a Ca:ffre. 

A young man named JAMES SEARS was un
able to gain admittance to the meeting, but 
hearing from some of his friends an account 
of what passed he resolved to drink no more 
alcoholic liquors. He afterwards became a, 
Baptist minister, and few men were more 
zealous and earnest in the promotion of tem
perance principles than the Rev. James Sears 
of Cottage Green Chapel. His family fol
lowed his example, his son, Mr. J. T. Sears, 
being honorary secretary of the Baptist Total 
Abstinence Association, and editor of its 

monthly organ the Bond of Union. The Rev. 
James Sears died September 22d, 18 7, ag<ed 
sixty-nine years, fifty of which he had be1en 
a total abstainer. 

On the 24th of May, 1837, a meeting of 
delegates from the various societies in con
nection with the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society was held at Exeter Hall, 
when it was reported that the numb r of 
members enrolled was 110,-±27, of whom 2019 
were reformed drunkards. The sum of £.22!6, 
3s. 4cl. had been collected during the yeai and 
the treasurer bad a balance in band of £7 0, 
12s. 8d. 

" The i·eports of the four London auxiliaries 
were very encouraging; they showed tb.at 
the North London Auxiliary had held 119 
meetings, and bad 693 good members on 
their books who had stood firm more than 
three months, and renewed their car ·s f 
membership, thirty-three of whom wer re
claimed characters. Three branches had been 
formed in various parts of this auxiliary. Tbe 
East London had held sixty meetings; tbe 
number of signatures exceeded 1000, aooug 
whom were many reformed drunkards, a cl 
who up to this day bless the hour they ever 
heard of teetotalism. They formed a jnvwile 
society, from which much good resulted. Tlte 
Western Auxiliary was flourishing beyond 
the most sanguine expectations of its war iest 
friends; they had beld from five to six IBeet
ings per week, and had 96 member , with 
several striking instances of reformation. Two 
branches bad been formed, one at Chelsea, the 
other at King' Cross. The South had held 
about 100 meetings since its formation; p·eat 
interest had been excited among the hacters 
and tanners, many of whom signed the pledge, 
and a gr at number employed as labourers, 
&c., a.mounting to 744, including nine refo1mec.l 
drunkards. Much weight and influence had 
been thrown into this auxiliary by the igna
tures of the Revs. James Sherman (of Surrey 
Chapel), R. Knill, J. Bridgman, and G. Clay
ton; and a great amount of goou was pro
duced by the support and conntenanre of 
these gentlemen . Between fifty and 8.xty 
delegates were present at this meeting, w ich 
was one of paramount interest, and much £OOd 
feeling existed." 

On the 25th of May, 1837, the first anni
versary of the society was celebrated at the 
Horns Tavern, Kennington, when 368 per3ons 
sat down to tea under the presidency of Mr. 
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J. S. B uckingham, M.P. Earl Stanhope pre
sided over the public meeting, the speakers 
being the Rev. J. Edwards of Brighton, Rev. 
James Sherman, :Messrs. S. B. Beaumont, 
J. K. Greenbank, and R. Webb of Reading; 
Rev. J. Chevers, Mr. Barlow, coachsmith of 
Birmingham, Major Walsh, Robert Charleton 
of Bri tol, Mr. James Silk Buckingham, M.P., 
Mr. W. Janson, and Mr. Thomas Whittaker, 
who had just arrived on his first visit to 
London on the 20th of that month. Mr. 
Whittaker was permitted to speak at one of 
the meetings of the society on the 22d for 
twenty minutes only, but he made a good 
impression and was invited to take part in 
the great annual meeting, and eventually be
came one of the agents of the society, a position 
he held for some length of time. 

At this annual meeting the name was de
fin.itely determined upon as the NEW BRITISII 
AND FOREIGN TEMPERANCE SOCIETY, with 
Earl Stanhope as president, 'V. Janson, trea
surer, Messrs. J. Me1edith and Howard as 
secretaries. The sum of £44, 12s. 4~d. was 
collected during this meeting. 

Amongst the active friends and supporters 
of the society, in addition to those named, 
were Dr. Hawkins, Dr. Oxley, Rev. Dr. J. 
Pye Smith, Rev. J. S. Hinton, Rev. C. Stovel, 
Mr. Thomas Hudson, and several others. 

MR. TrroMAS HUDSON signed the total 
abstinence pledge June 6th, 183G, and was an 
active worker, especially in the west of England 
and the metropolitan districts. In 1 8 he 
publi~hed an interesting volume, 'l.'lie Pioneers 
of the West. 

Whilst studying that particular pha e of 
the temperance question which he denominated 
the ''Drinking Usages,'' Mr. John Dunlop 
i·eceived valuable assistance from MR. HE~RY 
NEAVE RICKMAN of London, well known to 
many of the temperance societies in the pro
vinces as the "commercial traveller." :t\1r. 
Rickman commenced the anti-usage move
ment amongst British commercial travellers, 
and was of great service to that useful and 
influential body of men, who for a long course 
of years suffered terribly from the habits and 
customs of the commercial-room, whereby 
many were utterly ruined in body and cir
cumstances. Mr. Rickman was for some time 
unwell in the summer of 1849, but appeared 
to be gradually recovering, and was meditating 
new plans of usefulness, when he died, 22d of 
Aug., 1849, in the sixty-third year of his age. 

The REv. JOHN PYE SMITH, D.D., F .R.S., 
the distinguished philosopher and divine, was 
a devoted advocate of the temperance refor
mation. Dr. Smith was a remarkable man, 
possessed of uumerous talents, all used with 
profit to his Lord and to the world at large. 
He was a diligent student, accustomed from 
his youth to rise early and s1 end his days in 
the discharge of those duties devolving upon 
him. The extent of bis reaJing was incredible. 
At the age of sixteen he is reported as being 
able to repeat the whole of the New Testa
ment from memory, and it is said that there 
were few books in the library of Homerton 
College which were without the well-known 
marks of his perusal. His father was a book
seller, and when at home John spent much of 
his time in his father's shop reading all kinds 
of books with astonishing rapidity and eager
ness. One who knew him well said: "He was 
a very accurate and chaste classical scholar, 
and his Latin compositions are remarkable for 
the purity and eleganccl of their style. He 
was among the best of the Hebrewists, and 
unequalled in his knowledge of pure theology, 
a kilful Biblical critic, and well versed in the 
sacred lore-ancient, scholastic, and modern. 
He was an accomplished French scholar; and 
\.ve have always considered him among the 
first of those few Englishmen who knew the 
German language completely and philosophi
cally. H e had some acquaintance with the 

yriac, Arabic, and Dutch languages; but his 
general knowledrre seemed almost without 
limit. With geology, botany, comparative 
anatomy, and entomology be was perfectly 
acquainted." 

The secret of his great success lny in the 
fact that he was persevering and methodical, 
al ways at work and ever progressing. He 
wrote several volumes, any one of which 
would have been sufficient to perpetuate his 
fame. The most famous of his works is Tile 
Scripture Testimony to the lJfessiah, being a 
reply to Mr. Belsham's Calm I nquiry. 

The Rev. George Gilfillan, speaking of this 
work, says: "The critical skill, learning, 
solidity of judgment, power of argument, and 
conclusiveness of reasoning contained in that 
treatise are extraordinary; and all this com
bined with a gentleness of spirit which, though 
truly characteristic of the writer, seldom per
vades polemical volumes. He walks up to 
his antagonist with all the politeness of a 
Christian gentleman, gives him. full credit for 
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everything creditable about him, points out 
mildly the fallacies of his position, exhibits 
the importance to both parties of getting at the 
truth, and then, with a single stroke of his 
pen, lays him in the dust. Eveu then, how
ever, he glories not in the victory, as if he had 
achieved it. He seems in effect to say, 'Your 
fall was effected by the invisible power of 
truth. It was. not by any prowess of mine; 
and if you have sustained injury I will gladly 
pour oil and wine into your wounds; but I 
would affectionately caution you against oppos
ing that terrible invisible power again.' He 
can be severe, even caustic at times; but it is 
when he sees obvious disingenuousness. His 
moral uprightness cannot bear this; it is an 
unpardonable offence; and he rushes upon the 
criminal like an avenging angel. We ba.ve 
spent many a delightful hour over this work, 
and hope to spend many more. Its a.uthor 
will not be forgotten, though it had been his 
only gift to the world." 

Another of his productions was issued at 
the time when the science of geology was bnt 
little known, and excited much iuterest. This 
was Scripture and Geology, which was favour
ably noticed by different portions of the press. 
The Athencewn said: "Dr. Pye Smith is 
known not only as a scholar and as a di vine, 
but also as a man of science, from his work 
on Scriptitre and Geology, in which he man
fully ea.me forward to vindicate for science 
a right to be heard when it was opposed by 
bliud prejudice and unreasouing dogmatism." 

The doctor's next work was The Sacrifice 
ctnd Priesthood of Christ, which formed a 
kind of supplement to The Scripture Testi
mony of the lies iah. It ran through severa.l 
editions, and received many additions in the 
form of valuable upplementary notes. 

In addition to the office of tutor in Homer
ton College, Dr. Pye Smith was pastor of a 
church for forty-si:c years. His oratorical 
powers were not of the highest order, nor did 
he have any desire to excel in that line. "Hi 
object wa' to teach, to make the simple wise 
a.nd confirm the wavering in the faith of the 
gospel; hence all his sermons were plain and 
fervent. llfitltmn in parvo is beautifully ex
pressive of their general character. He wa 
greatly beloved by his congregation, many of 
whom regarded him as a father." 

In every sense Dr. Smith was "a man of 
the people." When young he was an ardent 
reformer, and when his friend James Mont-

. gomery was cast into prison for writing certain 
articles which were deemed libellous, the fntlll'e 
doctor discharged the editorial duties of the 
Sheffield Iris during the time of bis friend's 
incarceration. He also took part in the "corn
law" agitation, and gave a large sum to the 
funds of the league. 

When the temperance movement began to 
excite public attention he joined its ranks, 
and was often on the platform of the New 
British and Foreign Temperance Society, and 
other organizations of a similar nature. He 
was for some time president of one of the 
local temperance societies, and on one occa
sion gave utterance to the followiug senti
ments on the habitual use of intoxicating 
liquors:-" The person becomes insusceptible 
of pure religious feelings, and is awfully liable 
to spurious religion-the religion of self-flat
tery, of exaltation, of imagined privileges, 
while moral obligations are little re,qarded; 
the religion whose essential character is spir
itual pride and vain - glorious confidence. 
This pretended religion, the most virulent of 
moral poisons, the most deceptive of its own 
victims, and the most contagious to other 
persons, is well known to the faithful min
ister as the h,ydra evil which occasions the 
greatest difficultie and most distressing trials 
in all his course of duty. Clo e investigation 
will often discover a SU?'jJrising connection 
between these delusions of the soul and the 
indulgence, very moderately, in spirituous 
beverages and narcotic poi ons." 

Soon after settling at Homerton, Dr. Smith 
beca.me connected with the Old Temperance 
Society, and for some years he continued the 
use of wine in strict moderation. As soon, 
however, as the true light of temperance 
dawned upon his mind, he at once adopted 
the practice of entire abstinence from all 
kinds of intoxicating beverages. On this 
point his biographer says :-"Whenever med
ical advice recommended a temporary relaxa
tion of his rule, if he complied in practice, 
it was with no small reluctance, and with a 
most undisguised want of faith in the pre
scription, just as though he could not allow 
himself to be benefited in any ruch way. 
It was very commonly feared, and not un
commonly said among his friends, that he 
was endangering bis life by the rigidness of 
bis rule. Happily, however, for himself and 
them, and for the credit of the cause for 
which he was thought to be suffering, he lived 
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too long to justify any such misapprehen
sions. 

"Indeed, considering the great amount and 
variety of his mental labours, and the pecu
liar difficulties which for many years lay 
directly in his path, the demands on cerebral 
energy were so great that he might have been 
snatched away years before the hour of his 
tranquil departure, had he not been led to 
avoid that sort of pressure on the finer vessels 
of the brain which not unfrequently ari es 
from a long and regular, though moderate 
use of stimulants." 

Instead of age and infirmity shaking the 
hold which these views had upon bis mind, 
the reverse appears to have been produced; 
for upon his death-bed he became more reso
lute in his determination to aust<l.in. 

Hi affectionate wife, in describing thedeath
scene, says:-" His inflexible habit of abstin
ence yielded not. It might be said to exemplify 
' the rnliug passion trong in death.' A medi
cal friend, on pereeiving a rct.pid diminution 
of power, recommended a slight infusion of 
brandy into the water beverage. This pro
posal was conveyed by writing to the doctor. 
He turned to his wife and emphatically sc:>.id, 
'Never! my dear. I charge you, if such a 
remedy be proposed when I am incompetent 
to refu e, let me die rather than wallow the 
liquid.'" He departed this life February 4tb, 
1 51, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

A notable worker was the REv. JOH 
RODGERS, M.A., vic«tr of St. Thoma Charter
bousc, vice-chairman of the London School 
Board, and vice-pre ident of the National 
Temperance League. In the early days of 
teetotalism, when the movement was still un
popular, his services on the platform and in 
the pulpit were specially valuable, and he 
often undertook long journeys to advocate the 
cause. As chaplain of two of the largest 
London warehouses he took great intere ·t in 
the employees, and his influence among them 
was very great. He rendered eminent service 
to education, particularly in connection with 
the school of St. Thomas Charter-house, and 
the board schools of London. He died on the 
25th October, 1880, aged fifty-nine years. 

Amongst the members of the Fitzroy Tee
total Society was a bumble and obscure shoe
maker, who was a man of a noble spirit, and 
worthy of a kinder fate than that which the 
world awarded him. JoHN O'NEILL was born 
at Waterford, in Ireland, and died in London 

from an attack of bronchitis, on the 3d of 
February, 1858, aged eighty-two years. He 
was the author of Drunkenness, a poem; The 
Triumphs of Temperance, a poem, &c., which 
were illustrated by George Cruikshank; as 
also a little work on fairy tales, entitled, Han
derahan, to which Mr. S. C. Hall wrote an 
introduction. A memorial stone was placed 
over his grave in St. Pancras Ceruetery, Finch
ley, by "a few members of the Fitzroy Tee
total Association, and other friends, in r e
membrance of his disinterested labours." Not 
only by pen and pencil, but by personal ex
ample, this humble Irish shoemaker poet 
laboured earnestly for the cause of total ab
stinence for many years. 

What evangelical Christian has not read 
with deep interest JOHN VINE HALL'S admir
able tract, The Sinner's Friend. Many who 
have read it are ignorant of the fact that the 
life story of its author is one of the most 
remarkable on record. John Vine Hall was 
born March 14th, 1774. In early life he was 
a lively genial companion, and became a ring
leader among infidel and dissipated young 
men. He was very partial to Paine's Age of 
Reason, until a friend lent him Porteu 's 
Evidences of Ch1·istianity, which completely 
changed his view . Having been for a con
siderable time addicted to habits of intemper
ance, he had a long and fierce struggle with 
the doruinnnt and destructive appetite. The 
drink craving was so strong that at one time 
it was aid that he was tempted to commit 
suicide as the only escape from his cruel 
enemy. 

At length a physician was consulted, and 
be declared that if Mr. Hall would but follow 
his prescription, the very inclination for strong 
drink would be subdued in a few months. 
The remedy was tried, and every bottle of 
medicine was taken with earnest prayer to 
God that he would bless the antidote pre
scribed. In a private box opened after his 
decease, a small bottle containing a little sedi
ment was found, with a paper on which he 
had thus written: "This phial is one of up
wards of three hundred of those out of which 
J. V. H. drank a preparation of steel in the 
year 1816. It is preserved, like the pot of 
manna, to show the way in which the Lord 
delivered his servant out of the wilderness, 
out of a horrible pit, out of his besetting sins. 
This medicine was persevered in from 2d 
March, 1816, till about the end of September 
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following (about seven months), and from 
19th September, 1816, till 22d November, 
1836 (the present day of making this memo
randum) not a drop of wine or spirituous 
liquor has ever passed the surface of the 
tongue of J. V. H., and for the last eighteen 
years nothing stronger than tea, coffee, or 
milk has ever entered his stomach." 

The prescription which had been given him 
by the physician was as follows :-Sulphate of 
iron, 5 grains; magnesia, 10 grains; pepper
mint water, 11 drachms; spirit of nutmeg, 
1 drachm. Twice a day. 

The victory which Mr. Hall thus obtained 
over appetite was complete, and ever after 
nothing could induce him, ill or well, to touch 
intoxicating drinks of any kind. Once when 
wine was ordered during a severe attack of 
typhus fever, he said, "I would rather die." 
He was thus fully prepared to hail the dawn 
of the temperance reformation, and to give it 
his sympathy and support. He was most 
devotedly attached to the cause, and frequently 
advocated it in public. Until within a short 
period before his death he assisted at the 
meetings of the Surrey Chapel Band of Hope. 

For forty-four years he was a faithful an l 
firm total abstainer, anu when on his death-bed 

> the doctors ordered wine, Mrs. Hall said the 
proposal was useless. Then beer was suggested. 
Mr. Hall, who had been lying apparently un
conscious of the conversation, emphatically 
groaned out, '' .L\ ever/ .Never/" He retained 
the exercise of his faculties till a day or two 
before his death, when he gradually sunk into 
a state of unconsciousness, and passed away 
on the 22d of September, 1860, in the eighty
seventh year of his age. 

His son, the Rev. Newman Hall, of Surrey 
Chapel, London, is an ardent friend of the 
temperance cause. Mrs. John Vine Hall, 
also an abstainer for many years, died at St. 
Leonard's, December 4th, 1871, aged eighty
four years. 

Among the veteran temperance reformers 
of the Chelsea district was MR. JoHN ALLEN, 
chairman of the Chelsea Local Option and 
Alliance Union, who was a friend of the poor 
and n~~dy, and an active, intelligent, local 
preacher, &c., in connection with the United 
Methodist Free Churches. He qied February 
14th, 1886, at the age of seventy-six years. 

On the 16th of May, 1838, the second 
annual meeting of the New British and Fo
reign Temperance Society was held in the 

large room, Exeter Hall, when Earl Stanhope 
presided, aud addresses were delivered by 
Rev. D1·. J. Pye Smith, Rev. Hill Rowe, 
Messrs. Vliseman, Joseph Andrew, Leeds, 
Dr. Thomas Beaumont, Bradford, John Hig
ginbottom, Nottingham, W.R. Baker, Thomas 
Allen Smith, Rev. J. Edwards of Brighton, 
Rev. G. Moyle, and Rev. James Sherman. 
Some little commotion was caused by a baker 
named Whiteman moving an amendment to 
the effect that more working men should be 
placed upon the committee, but it failed for 
want of a seconder. A number of pledges were 
taken, and the collection realized £36, 12s. 6d. 

The meeting of delegates from the several 
branch societies was held at the Guildhall 
Coffee-house on the 15th of May, and by 
adjournment at Surrey Chapel on the 17th of 
May, when the REV. JAMES SHERMAN pre
sided, and the following resolutions were 
carried:-

Moved by Mr. Joseph Andrew of Leeds, 
and seconded by Mr. Mumford of Boston: 

I. "That it appears desirable that there should 
be a more efficient and systematic co-operation of 
the societies established upon the principle of total 
abstinence from all intoxicating drinks, especially 
for the purpo e of gaining statistical and other 
information and the employment of suitable agents; 
and that, therefore, there should be a common and 
acknowledged centre for their operation." 

Moved by Mr. Thomas Beaun1ont of Brad
ford; seconded by the Rev. J. Edwards of 
Brighton: 

II. "That as the central operations of the New 
British and Foreign Temperance Society are car
ried on in London, it is expedient tba.t that society 
should be the centre of all other societies acting 
on the same principles." 

Moved by Mr. John Higginbottom of 
Nottingham; seconded by Mr. Thompson of 
Louth: 

III. "That all societies acting upon the prin
ciple of total abstinence from all intoxicating 
liquors be respectfully invited to co-operate with 
the New British and Foreign Temperance Society." 

Moved by Mr. S. Wiseman of N orwicb; 
seconded by Mr. S. Fordun of Chelmsford : 

IV. "That the formation of county or di trict 
societies be recommended as auxiliaries to the New 
British and Foreign T emperance Society, as well 
calculated to carry on the great objects contem
plated." 

Moved by Mr. Thomas Beaumont of Brad-
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ford; seconded by Mr. Francis Marriage of 
Chelmsford. 

V. "That all members and friends of the New 
British and Foreign Temperance Society be invited 
to subscribe ONE PENNY per annum to its funds 
for carrying on its operations, to be collected on 
the day of Her Majesty's coronation, and to be 
paid into the hands of the treasurer of the central 
committee in London, on or before September lst." 

Moved by Mr. Early of Witney; seconded 
by Mr. J. Hull of Hillingham: 

VI. "That as the employment of the press will 
be found one of the most effective auxiliaries to the 
spread of temperance principles, it be recommended 
to the various societies to adopt a systematic circu
lation of tracts and other publications advocating 
those principles." 

Moved by the Rev. William Richard Baker 
of London; seconded by the Rev. Mr. Hunt 
of Fakenham: 

VII. "That in order to prevent as far as pos
sible improper persons from going forth as public 
aclvocates of the cau;;e, the societies are eamei;tly 
recommended to exercise the utmost caution in the 
employment of travelling agents." 

Moved by Mr. Small of Boston; seconded 
by Mr. Wales of Horncastle: 

VIII. "That it be recommended to the auxiliary 
societies to send delegates to the Annual Meeting of 
the British Temperance Association to be holden at 
Birmingham on July 5th, 1838, for the purpose of 
endeavouring to effect a national union of effort, in 
accordance with the resolutions passed at this meet
ing." 

"In carrying out this la t resolution many 
unhappy differences arose," we are told by the 
Rev. S. Couling (Temperance History, p. 96), 
"between the parent committee and the North 
London Auxiliary, both parties having re
solved to send delegates to Birmingham." This 
was the commencement of the great battle 
between the advocates of the two pledges
the Long and Short Pledge controversy as it 
was called. Some of the members of the 
central committee were in favour of the short 
pledge, while the long pledge was advocated 
by others, and also by the North London 
Auxiliary, which at this time employed Mr. 
Ralph Holker of Oldham as its agent. A 
fierce contest was engaged in, and many of the 
auxiliaries were in open rebellion. 

VOL. I. 

A very storc:iy meeting 'Yas held at the 
formation of the City Auxiliary in the Devon
shire Square Chapel, when the Revs. J. H. 
Hinton and Charles Stovel delivered ad
dresses. 

The Metropolitan Welsh Total Abstinence 
Society held its first annual meeting in the 
Welsh Chapel, in J ewin Crescent, on the 24th 
May, 1838, when Mr. W. B. Hughes, M.P., 
president of the society, occupied the chair. 
The report showed that forty public meetings 
had been held, and 200 addresses and lectures 
delivered in Welsh during the year; 4000 
tracts had been distributed, and 270 members 
received. About the same time a meeting 
was held at White Hart Court, Gracechurch 
Street, for the purpose of bringing teetotalism 
under the notice of the members of the Society 
of Friends, over which Mr. Joseph Eaton, of 
Bristol, presided. 

On the 2d of November, 1838, a Roman 
Catholic total abstinence society was instituted 
in the Catholic School-rooms, New Road, 
Chelsea, of which the Rev. T. Sisk was presi
dent. Mr. John Giles, who was a member of 
the Society of Friends, succeeded in forming 
Catholic total abstinence associations in the 
East-end of London, the Metropolitan Catholic 
Total Abstinence Association being instituted, 
January 28th, 1840, with Mr. Giles as honorary 
general secretary. In a few months five 
branches were in active operation, with a total 
membership of 2350 adults. At a meeting of 
the St. Pancras branch, held October 27th, 
1840, the Rev. Dr. Magee in the chair, a silver 
medal was presented to Mr. John Giles as a 
token of esteem from the members of that 
branch of the association. 

At the various meetings of this association 
J. F. Maguire, M.P., biographer of Father 
Mathew, &c., and Daniel O'Connell, M.P., the 
great Irish patriot, were frequent speakers. 

One fact strikes us very forcibly, and that 
is, that a very large proportion of the active 
friends of temperance in the London district 
are, and have been, importations from Lanca
shire, Yorkshire, Northumberland, Durham, 
and from Scotland. Very few indeed are 
natives of the metropolis, and those few are 
the children of those who have been drawn 
hither from the districts named. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

TEETOTALISM IN THE MIDLAND AND EASTERN COUNTIES. 

1834-1840. 

Efforts of Birmingham Men in Nottingham-Dr. J. Higginbottom-Nottingham Festival, Presentation , 
&c.-Edward Chator or Ginger Jack- Nottingham Total Abstinence Society-William and Mrs. 
Bingham of Chesterfield-Jacob Bradley-Labours of John Hackings-Dr. Remy Lomas of Belper
Belper Society-Derby Society-John Shepherd-W. E. Brown and other Derbyshire Workers
Leicester Total Ab tinence Society-Market Harborough-W. Symington-Missionary Labours of the 
Birmingham Teetotallers-Wednesbury-Leek- Heroic Labours of C. C. Wilson-Burslem, Hanley, 
Dudley, Stafford, Walsall, &c.-Holker, Teare, and Whittaker in Staffordshire-Thomas Cook
Rev. John Babing ton, M.A.-Origin of Cook's Excursions - Women's Work in the Movement 
E. S. Ellis-Mrs. Marriage-Mrs. Ellis-The Neild Family-John Buckley-Midland Temperance 
Association-John Hackings in Oxfordshire, &c.-William Dupe-Sir H. W. Dashwood, Bart.
William Johnson of Banbury-John Cassell in Lincolnshire-An Illustrious Convert-T. H. Barker 
-E. Brown of Boston-Rev. W. Rose of Horncastle-Sleaford-the First Teetotal Society in 
Lincolnshire-·The Fawcett Family-W. Taffinder of Crowle-Rev. John Stamp's Labours- Rev. T. J. 
Mes. er-W. Underwood of Luton- Hy. Brown-" Trials and Persecutions of a Teetotal Surgeon"
W. Batchelor of Dunstable-R. Guttridge-The Inwards Family-Sketch of Jabez Inwards-Daniel 

orris-Rev. James Price-Henry Holland-The fovement in orfolk, James Larner-Catherine 
Cozens-Hev. Canon Le Warner- J. J. Gurney--·The Bishop of Norwich, Dr. Stanley-Success of the 
Cause in Norfolk- Yarmouth Total Abstinence Society-James Wells of Kettering- . Newman
Ipswich-R. D. Alexander-John Limmer-Rev. E. Andrews, LL.D., of Walworth-Isaac Phelps. 

Early in 1835 an agitation in favour of tee
totalism was commenced at N ottingbam by 
the visit of two teetotallers from Birmingham. 
No less than four medical men attended one 
of the meetings and bore decided testimony to 
the correctness of the principle laid down 
(Preston Temperance Advocate, 1835, p. 44). 
· Prominent amongst these was MR. JOHN 

HIGGINBOTTOM, surgeon, of Nottingham, who 
some time before the introduction of teeto
talism had studied the question and carried 
out his convictions in his practice, and alto
gether discarded the use of alcohol, even as 
medicine. Through the united exertions of 
Messrs. Robert Winter and Ralph Holker, 
agents of the British Temperance Association, 
Mr. Higginbottom, C. H. Clark, Edward 
Smith, and others, the principle had taken 
deep root, and in March, 1836, they reported 
243 teetotallers in the town of Nottingham, 
besides a goodly number of others in the sur
rounding villages which they bad missioned 
with considerable success. 

Speaking of Mr. Higginbottom, the Lancet 
said: "From the time of his apprenticeship 
Mr. Higginbottom had a strong personal con
viction of the moral and physical danger at
tending the use of alcoholic stimulants in any 

form, and he made a vow not to partake of 
them. This vow he never broke, and after 
being in practice some years public attention 
was aroused to the evils of drunkenness, and 
temperance and teetotal societies were formed. 
Mr. Higginbottom, with his usual faithfulness 
to conviction, threw himself heartily into the 
work, and considered more fully the subject 
until by experience he was convinced that 
alcohol was not necessary in the treatment of 
disease. In spite of his unpopular opinions 
about alcohol Mr. Higginbottom retained a 
large practice, and was respected and revered 
by his patients. For two generations his tall 
figure and handsome, benevolent face were as 
well known in Nottingham as the market
place, and his name as familiar as 'house
hold words.' Although Mr. Higginbottom 
attained the great age of eighty-seven, he had 
not a robust constitution, but great attention 
to the laws of health, and (in his opinion) 
abstinence from alcohol, enabled him to ward 
off any disease which threatened him. Mr. 
Higginbottom was a noble type of the general 
practitioner; loving his profession, he regu
lated his conduct by the strictest code of 
honour, caring little for pecuniary emolument. 
His intellectual powers were reflective and 
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observant rather than acute and subtle, whilst 
his moral and social characteristics were those 
of unselfish kindliness, liberality, sincerity, 
cheerfulness, simplicity, and quiet humour. 
To these high qualities were superadded sin
cere and earnest piety, which influenced every 
thought and action, compelling from all who 
intimately knew him the homage of respect, 
reverence, and love." 

On Whit-Tuesday, May 24th, 1836, a pub
lic meeting was held in the Exchange Hall, 
Nottingham, when the secretary presented 
the chairman, MR. C. H. CLARK, with a sil
ver medal; and Edward Chator, a reformed 
drunkard, presented Mr. Higginbottom, sur
geon, with another, "as a feeble testimony of 
the society's esteem for their indefatigable 
labours in the glorious cause." This Enw ARD 
CHATOR was better known by the name of 
"Ginger Jack," and was a hawker, whose 
altered circumstances and conduct had such 
an impression upon the mind of the vicar, 
the Rev. Edward Selwyn (previously a bitter 
.opponent of the cau e) as to lead him to 
become identified with the very principles he 
had so strongly opposed. 

The anniversary of the Nottingham Teetotal 
Society was held during the last week of 
March, 1837, when on Tuesday morning Mr. 
Conder preached a sermon in Parliament 
Street Chapel, which was lent for the day, 
.and woulcl hold 2000 people. In the after
noon a public meeting was held, addressed 
by the chairman, Mr. C. H. Clark, and Mr. 
Ralph Holker. In the evening the chapel 
was crowded, and addresses were delivered 
by Messrs. Thomas Whittaker, Ralph Holker, 
W. Conder, and others. On Wednesday 
.evening a tea-party was held in the Baptist 
School-room, George Street, after which ad
dresses were delivered by the same speakers, 
with several additional local speakers, some 
.of them having to do double duty, as both 
school-rooms were filled and two meetings 
going on at the same time; the result was 
about forty signatures to the pledge (Pres
ton Temperance Advocate, 1837, p. 7). 

On February 19th, 1836, the REv. Jou 
M'LEAN of Sheffield deli verecl a lecture at 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire, to a large audience, 
at the close of which twenty- six persons 
signed the teetotal pledge. On the 15th 
March, 1836, Messrs. Holker and Winter held 
a meeting in the same place, when the Rev. 
F. Hill, B.D., vicar of Chesterfield, presided, 

and said that "he was convinced of the pro
priety of the system of total abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors by the able and argu
mentative lecture of Mr. M'Lean, and he 
signed the pledge, and would continue a tee
totaller." At the close of this meeting twenty
nine signed the pledge, making a total of 
ninety members, three of them being minis
ters of the gospel. 

Amongst the early friends of the cause in 
Chesterfield were Mn. AND Mns. WILLIAM 
BINGHAM, members of the Society of Friends, 
who took a leading part in the promotion of 
the cause, Mr. Bingham being a frequeut 
speaker at the temperance meetings. 

Mr. W. A. Pallister of Leeds very quaintly 
remarks in bis Reminiscences of a Pioneer, 
that, "like Chesterfield eh urch steeple, there 
was a little twist in Mr. Bingham's temper
ance life. He had inherited from his father, 
who was not a 'Friend,' some property which 
included a malt-kiln, and at the close of an 
address by Mr. Bingham at Briruington, a 
village near Chesterfield, a gentleman started 
up and blurted out the fact, expecting that 
the 'exposure' would confound and put down 
Friend Bingham. But not so. Mr. B. kindly 
thanked the gentleman for this public state
ment of the fact, as it gave him an opportu
nity which he had long desired to give a 
public explanation of the circumstances. He 
then told the meeting how be had come into 
possession of the malt-kiln, that he bad long 
wished for an opportunity to turn it to other 
and better account, that out of tender consid
eration for the tenant (who had been long in 
possession) and his family, he had refrained 
from giving him notice to quit; but how glad 
he should be to receive a notice to quit from 
the tenant. Mr. B. did not suffer, but rather 
rose, in the ·estimation of the meeting from 
this explanation. Next day the maltster 
came down quite excited to Mr. Bingham's 
place of business, and said he understood that 
he (Mr. B.) bad publicly expressed a wish that 
be should give up the premises, which he 
would; and thence and thereupon be threw 
down a proper notice on the counter, and 
went away quite angry. Months went on, 
and the time drew near when the 'notice to 
quit' would expire, and he called upon Mr. B. 
in quite a neighbourly temper, and supposed 
there would be no more about it. 'Oh, but 
I expect thee to go. I was too glad to receive 
thy notice to allow it to lapse.' 'But I never 
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thought you would take it seriously. It was 
done in a bit of hasty temper, and I have 
made no provision for going els€where.' 
'Well, but thou must go.' And go he did. 
Mr. B. sacrificed a considerable rent. He set 
about to transform the kiln into a public 
room for religious and philanthropic purposes, 
with small rooms, too, in which meetings of 
friendly societies could be held free, except 
for gas and cleaning. I had the great plea
sure of being present and taking part in the 
opening. Thus the 'twist' in Mr. Bingham's 
social life was nobly put straight. He has 
recently gone to his reward, but his works 
follow him. I have known other noble men 
who found they could not keep their property 
and keep a conscience, and have kept their 
conscience and parted with their property to 
put to other uses" (British Temperance Ad
vocate, 1885, p. 152). 

MR. JACOB BRADLEY, of Chesterfield, was 
a liberal supporter of and active worker in 
the movement until old age and infirmities 
overtook him, and even then his zeal was not 
abated. He was an official member of the 
United Methodist Free Church, and took a 
fatherly interest in the children and youths 
of the congregation. He kept a store of 
t emperance medals, pledge cards, &c., by him, 
and was accustomed to give them as presents 
to tbo e of the young people who merited his 
favour. He passed away on the 6th of April, 
18 0, at the age of eighty-two years, and 
bequeathed a sum of £200 to the funds of 
the United Kingdom Alliance. 

On the 23d and 24th of November, 1836, 
Mr. John Hockings, the Birmingham black
smith, who was sent by his society to assist 
the infant society at Belper, Derbyshire, lec
tured in the Wesleyan Chapel, and in a capa
cious school-room, when seventy-one joined 
the society, making the teetotallers number 
over 100. 

This society was formed in October, 1836, 
by the active and benevolent exertions of 
MR. HENRY LOMAS, a surgeon in Belper, who 
was a practical abstainer from boyhood, and 
who for many years continued to take an 
earnest interest in the progress of the society. 
We speak from experience and personal know
ledge when we say, that he was a liberal
minded, zealous, and able friend of the cause, 
and of humanity and religion. 

Again in January, 1837, the society was 
favoured with a second visit from Mr. Hock-

ings, who found that the number of teetotal
lers had swelled to 500, and that the society 
had a regular weekly meeting. Several coffee
houses had been opened, and a branch society 
started at Milford, near Belper. To both 
societies Mr. Hockings did good service. 

On Monday evening, January 23d, 1 37, 
a public meeting in connection with the 
Derby Temperance Society was held in the 
Town Hall, when the chair was occupied by 
Mr. W. L. Newton, mayor of the borough. 
Mr. John Hockings being introduced to the 
meeting, had not spoken many minutes before 
there appeared a determination, on the part 
of a large portion of the audience, to prevent 
his being heard. The hisses, shouts, and 
groans, were indescribable. He told them 
he did not wish to coerce them but simply to 
state his own views; the decision he would 
leave to themselves. By the earnest persua
sion of the mayor the audience settled down, 
and Mr. Hockings gave them an argumenta
tive and practical address, the result being 
an adjournment to the following evening, 
when the ex-mayor, Mr. Douglas Fox, pre
sided. Again there was a stormy meeting; 
nevertheless a deep impression was made in 
favour of teetotalism, and from that time t he 
principle found a lodgment in Derby (Preston 
Teniperance Advocate, 1837, p. 22). 

MR. JOHN SHEPHERD was born at N umrey, 
near Frome, Somersetshire, July 12tb, 17 4, 
and went to Derby, November 5th, 1 10, and 
joined himself with the Wesleyan Methodi ts, 
with whom he cousistently continued until the 
day of his death. In 1836 he attended a tem
perance meeting held in the Town Hall, Derby, 
and another held in Albion Street Chapel, 
December 7th, 1836, when Mr. Chator of 
Nottingham made such a powerful speech that 
Mr. Shepherd resolved from that time to 
become a total abstainer. On the 7th of De
cember, 1837, he attended a meeting and 
signed the pledge, making the following im
portant statement:-" I now take the pledge, 
having tried the principle just twelve months 
this 7th day of December, 1837. The mode
rate use of these drinks found me all but a 
cripple, so powerfully attacked with rheuma
tism that I could not walk without the aid of 
a stick, could not ride on horseback, and was 
obliged to ride in a carriage; but, thank God, 
by the principle of total abstinence, I can 
now walk without a stick, can ride on horse
back quite free from all rheumatic pains, feel 



TEETOTALISM IN MIDLAND AND EASTERN COUNTIES. 245 

much better in health, and also heavier in 
body than I was this time last year; and I 
hope to keep this pledge to my dyiug day, 
and to do all I can to further total abstinence." 
He beuame an active worker, and for fifteen 
years held the office of president to the Derby 
Temperance Society. He died on the 26th of 
May, 1853, in his sixty-ninth year. 

Amongst the early friends and supporters 
of the movement in Derbyshire few were better 
known or more respected than MR. W . E. 
BROWN of Long Eaton. He took an active 
interest iu every phase of the movement, and 
heartily sympathized with and supported Mr. 
William Mart, superintendent of the United 
Kingdom Alliance for Derbyshire, &c. Mr. 
Brown was an active, devoted, and generous 
Wesleyan Methodist, much beloved by his 
fellow-workers in Christian and temperance 
efforts, and bis genial presence was an incen
tive to those who attended temperance meet
ings in his locality. He died in August, 1 87, 
in bis eighty-second year, his remains being 
followed to the grave in the Long Eaton Ceme
tery by a large concourse of friends. 

JAUES GRAY was an active working mem
ber of the committee of the Derby Temper
ance Society, a friend of Bands of Hope, Pro
hibition, &c., for nearly fifty years. He died 
on the 15th of April, 1889, in the sixty-eighth 
year of his acre. 

WILLIAM HALL, the veterau teetotal printer 
of D rby, was au early worker in the move
ment, and still continues to take an active 
part therein, as also does E. C. ELLIS, who 
was for some time di trict deputy of the Inde
pendent Order of Good Templars for Derby
shire. 

At Glossop, in Derbyshire, the temperance 
movement found a staunch, true, and earnest 
friend in MR. THOMAS PLATT of Padfield, w.ho 
was a generous supporter, an earnest advocate 
and worker when friends were few. He was 
for some time a member of the town-council 
of Glossop, and one of the executive com
mittee of the United Kingdom Alliance. He 
departed this life on the 14th of February, 
1 78, at the age of seventy-seven years. Mr. 
Platt was a devoted member of the Inde
pendent or Congregational Church, and took 
an active interest in Sunday-school and Band 
of Hope work. 

The Leicester Total Abstinence Society was 
formed in October, 1836, through the efforts 
of John Hockings, the Birmingham black-

smith, who went on there from Derbyshire, 
&c., where he had been labouring amid much 
oppositi:m, but with considerable success not
withstanding all the efforts of his opponents. 
The Leicester society soon numbered upwards 
of 400 members, of whom about fifty were 
reclaimed drunkards, and twenty of them 
became consistent members of Christian 
churches (Couliug's .History, p. 130). 

Early in January, 1837, Mr. Hockings 
visited Market-Harborough, and there raised 
the standard of teetotalism, and gathering a 
little band together established a total abstin
ence society, which in the following April de
rived much benefit from five lectures delivered 
by Mr. Thomas Whittaker. 

This was the first temperance society in 
South Leicestershire, and was held in the 
house of MR. W. SYMINGTON, whose name was 
first on the list of males; and amongst the first 
seven on the roll was the name of Thomas 
Cook, now known the world over as Cook the 
Excursionist. The tirst female on the list was 
Mrs. Symi11gton, who for nearly fifty years 
was a warm friend of the cause. As early 
disciples the Symingtons had to suffer much 
persecution, and on one occasion bad their 
windows smashed, their coach-house broken 
open and the harness destroyed, simply because 
they harboured a teetotal lecturer. They 
boldly and bravely held on, and for a number 
of years the annual gathering of the Market
Harborough Temperance Society was held in 
the grounds attached to their residence, Niths
dale House. Their seven sons and daughters 
grew up life abstainers, holding influential 
positions in society. Mrs. Symington died 
suddenly while on a visit to W ortbing in 
July, 1886, at the age of seventy-one years. 

The Birmingham temperance reformers 
were men of a missionary spirit, and were 
anxious that the good they received should 
be extended to others beyond the immediate 
limits of their own boundary. So fired with 
zeal, they sent out deputations hither and 
thither, sowing the seeds of teetotalism, and 
that from an early period. 

On the 29th of December, 1834, a few of 
them went out to Wednesbnry, Staffordshire, 
and held a thinly-attended meeting, but, as 
the secretary, Mr. B. Mitchell, reported to the 
.Advocate, a "slip was planted," and despite 
chilling winds and stormy blasts it continued 
to thrive beyond their most sanguine expec
tations. A second meeting was held on the 
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2d January, 1835, when Mr. S. Lloyd presided, 
a,nd addresses were delivered by the Rev. J. 
Clarkson, Messrs. Burnham, Chapman, Kim
berly, and Brittain from Birmingham, to an 
audience which crowded the room to excess, 
and twelve more were added to the roll. 

Iu the summer of 1836 the teetotal move
ment was beginning to find a lodgment in 
various parts of Staffordshire, and it found a 
warm and able friend in Mr. Charles Carus 
Wilson of Leek, who was brother to the then 
vicar of Preston, Lancashire. 

Writing to Mr. Livesey, editor of the Pres
ton Temperance Advocate, this ardent disciple 
of the new doctrine says: 

"There is a fashionable indifference, the 
inevitable result of ignorance of the subject. 
The working-classes are fully employed; yet 
the poor-rates are high, and public-houses 
and beer-shops are on the increase. The 
majority of the magistrates in this neighbour
hood are clergymen; yet every town and vil
lage has its wake or day of drunken11ess, and 
the wake is held on a Sunday. Can there be 
a greater reflection upon the magistra.cy, cle
rical or otherwise? And how is it to be 
accounted for, but in the general and, I must 
a.dd, the criminal apathy and ignorance? 
However paradoxical it may appear, this state 
of things seems to me the most favourable to 
the establishment of a temperance society on 
right principles. Past experience must have 
developed the fact to every rational mind that 
the moderation plan does not impose any sa.fe 
rules of action on its disciples, and that entire 
abstinence is the only safe and sure rule of 
action. It is but recently that I have become 
a convert to this opinion; and I am happy to 
add that I ba ve been confirmed in it by the 
excellent lecture of Mr. Snape, which by my 
instrumentality was communicated to the pro
prietors of the Isle of .Man Temperance Guar
dian" (Preston Temperance Advocate, 1836, 
p. 69). 

Mr. Wilson gave himself heartily to the 
movement, and soon earned the bitter hostility 
of those engaged in the liquor traffic. He had 
occasion to visit Preston in the autumn of 
1836, and the landlords raised the cry that he 
had run away, but they soon found him re
turned to fight again and give the lie to their 
slanderous statements. 

Immediately he returned arrangements were 
made for a teetotal demonstration, and a pro
cession, headed by Mr. Wilson and a number 

of friends and supporters from different parts 
of the Potteries, marched through the streets 
to the market-place, where they halted and 
sang a temperance hymn, thence to the 
cattle-market, where a rostrum had been pro
vided, and a successful meeting was held 
and interesting speeches delivered. Another 
meeting ·was held. in the evening, the re
sult being the receipt of 100 signatures to 
the pledge. This being the wakes week, or 
rather the week preceding the wakes, active 
preparations were being made by the liquor 
party, and booths were erected on the race
course for the sale of liquors, &c. The con
stable of the town was made clerk of the race
course, and other persons of standing were 
constituted stewards. Subscriptions were 
raised towards the racing funds, and placards 
posted announcing the Teetotal Stakes, &c. 
On Monday morning, October l 7th, 18:36-
the day these proceedings hould have com
menced-Mr. Wilson addressed a letter to 
one of the stewards, in the course of which he 
observed: "whether the proposed races, as 
advertised take place or not, they are clearly 
illegal, and every one concerned in carrying 
them into effect renders himself liable to a 
penalty of £200 for each successive race. I 
shall not condescend to make any remark 
upon what you and your associate stewards 
have denominated the 'teetotal stakes;' but 
I hereby give you notice, that if these races do 
take place I shall enforce th payment of every 
penalty for each and every offence by every 
lawful means in my power." 

Letters were written to other parties con
cerned, including the printer of the handbill, 
who was liable to a penalty of £100. The 
consequence was immediate consternation, dis
may, and confusion in the enemy's ranks. 
"Races were ultimately held, but not the races 
as advertised, for the enemy immediately 
withdrew the teetotal stakes for fear of the 
teetotal penalties." 

By an act of the 13th of George II. no races 
for less than £50 were legal, and as the statute 
gave £200 penalty against each offender in the 
racing part of the matter, and £100 against 
the printer of the advertisement, bad the races 
gone on the stewards would have been liable 
to £1 200 and the printer to half that sum. 
Mr. Wilson lodged information against all 
the publicans who had drunkeries on the 
race-course, and who sold liquors on Sun
day, Monday, and Tuesday on unlicensed pre-
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mises. These summonses were returnable on 
the 3d of November, but they could not be 
heard that day nor for weeks after because of 
the non-attendance of magistrates. 

On the date named (November 3d) occasion 
was taken to hold an extra temperance meet
ing, when the opponents of teetotalism assem
bled in full force. The proceedings were dis
orderly, and fears were entertained for Mr. 
Wilson's safety, but by the aid of his friends 
he was safely lodged and the tumult ceased. 
The regular meetings of the society were held 
on Friday evenings in a room kindly lent by 
the firm of Gaunt and Wardle, and on Friday, 
November 5th, Mr. Wardle presided over an 
overflowing and interesting meeting, when it 
was re ol ved that on the following Sunday 
the teetotallers should assemble opposite his 
house and march from thence to bis chapel to 
return thanks to God for the eminent success 
with which He had crowned their labours, and 
to implore His blessing on their future exer
tions (Preston 'l'emperance Advocate, 1836, 
p. 93). 

In April, 1836, the Advocate reported that 
at Burslem, 179, including some of the most 
influential persons in the town, had signed 
the pledge within the first four weeks of the 
operations of the Total Abstinence Society, 
and at Hanley nearly 100, and many more 
in the neighuourhood. At Stoke-upon-Trent 
a meeting ·was held on Tuesday, April 13th, 
1 36, when Mr. Henry Dufford, a medical 
man, presided, and addresses were delivered 
by Mes rs. Taylor from Stockport, R. Winter 
from Manchester, and others. Mr. G. T. Taylor 
of Penkhull spoke on the opposite side, but he 
was so ably replied to by Mr. Winter that 
forty persons signed the pledge. Meetings 
were also held at Fenton, Burslem, Hanley, 
Skelton, and Bucknall (Preston Temperance 

. Advocate, 1836, p. 38). 
By the aid of the Friends at Birmingham, 

a teetotal society was established at Dudley 
in .April, 1836, and in August they reported 
a membership of thirty, and the adoption of 
a resolution to use the British Temperance 
Association pledge (Ibid., 1836, p. 38). 

The Birmingham Friends also planted the 
new standard in the town of Stafford in 
October, 1836, when about 700 persons met 
in Mount Zion Independent Chapel, under 
the presidency of the resident minister, Mr. 
Jenkins, when sixty-four teetotal pledges were 
taken (Ibid., 1836, p. 84). 

On the 2d of February, 1837, a deputation 
from Birmingham-Messrs. Job Wilkins and 
Joseph Neale, a stone-mason-addressed a 
meeting at Walsall, and succeeded in forming 
a teetotal society, this being the fourth at
tempt, showing that the Birmingham mem
bers were earnest, persevering missionaries of 
teetotalism. 

On Friday, August 4th, 1837, the Leek 
society, a~ isted by friends from Congleton 
and Newcastle, held another public demon
stration, when upwards of 1000 teetotallers 
headed by Mr. C. C. Wilson paraded the town, 
and meetings were held in the Cattle-market, 
addressed by Mr. Edward Grubb of Preston 
and others on that and the following day with 
great success (Preston Temperance .Advocate, 
1837, p. 71). 

During the spring of 1837, Mr. Ralph Hol
ker laboured with success in various parts of 
Staffordshire. On the 22d of May, 1837, he 
attended a meeting in the old Baptist Chapel, 
West Bromwich, when, on the motion of Mr. 
G. C. Smith of London, a teetotal society 
was established. In the same month Messrs. 
James Teare and Ralph Holker held a meet
ing at Dudley, and meetings were held at 
Wolverhampton, Tipton, Stourbridge, Old
bury, &c., and it may be fairly assumed that 
from the efforts put forth, and the earnest, 
persistent advocacy of Messrs. Teare, Holker, 
Whittaker, and others, the principles of tee
totalism were establL bed in Staffordshire in 
1837, and that from this period most of the 
societies were on the total abstinence prin
ciple. 

During the year 1837 Mr. Thomas Whit
taker visited various parts of Leicestershire, 
Derbyshire, N ottinghamsbire, and N orthamp
tonshire, and established a number of teetotal 
societies . 

In October, 1837, Mr. Ralph Holker laboured 
with great success at Leicester, being ably 
assisted by MR. THOMAS CooK, afterwards 
known as Cook the Excursionist, and traveller. 
Mr. Cook was one of the earliest, most faithful, 
and laborious friends of the cause in Leicester
shire. He did much to further its interest 
by his useful platform labours, by the press, 
and in organizing. He was proprietor and 
publisher of the National Temperance lJfaga
zine, commenced January, 1844; the Youth's 
Temperance !If agazine; and several other valu
able publications. 

The REv. JOHN BABINGTON, M.A., honorary 
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canon of Peterborough Cathedral, rector of 
Cossington, Leicestershire, from 1820 to 1859, 
was for nearly fifty years the esteemed presi
dent of the Leicester Temperance Society. 
Previous to his removal to Brighton, it was 
Mr. Babington's custom to invite the mem
bers and friends of the Leicester society to an 
annual gala in the rectory grounds at Cossing
ton. On these occasions Mr. Thomas Cook 
ran special excursion trains, and for several 
years about 2000 persons were conveyed 
thither from Leicester, and hundreds more 
were attracted from the surrounding villages. 
These excursion trains were the first run in 
this country, and the first beginnings of the 
grand scheme so wonderfully developed and 
ably carried out by Thomas Cook & Son of 
Leicester. The world does not know how 
much it is indebted to teetotallers and to 
teetotalism for its progress, comfort, and en
joyment. 

At an early period in the history of tem
perance societies the Rev. J obn Babington 
gave the subject his attention, and gave his 
personal influence and aid to the movement. 
He was a supporter of the British Temper
ance League, the National Temperance League, 
and kindred organizations. He died at 
Brighton on the 16th of October, 1885, at the 
advanced age of ninety-five years. 

Some of the most ardent and heroic work
ers in the temperance movement have been 
but rarely noticed, viz. the noble women who 
so bravely stood by their husbands, cheering 
and encouraging them to persevere in the 
struggle against intemperance and sin of every 
form. Not only had they the cares of the 
household, the nursing and training of the 
children-and many of our best temperance 
workers owe more to the affectionate and 
faithful teaching of their mother than to the 
example and precept of their father. While 
the father was away from home, sometimes 
for weeks together, striving to save others, 
the heroic mother was bravely and nobly 
:filling the place of both parents at home, and 
doing like work in a still better way. Few 
can tell the influence and power of some of 
these women, such, for example, as Mrs. R. B. 
Grindrod of Malvern, Mrs. Thomas Whit
taker of Scarborough, Mrs. George Dodds of 
Cnllercoats, Mrs. Thomas Cook of Leicester, 
and many others. 

Mrs. Cook was" a temperance worker of the 
first rank. In her own household, in the tern-

perance hotel, and abroad in the busy world 
she never failed to be by her husband's side." 
She died, deeply lamented by all, in March, 
1884. 

Enw ARD SHIPLEY ELLIS was a total ab
stainer of many years' standing, a staunch 
supporter of the United Kingdom Alliance, 
a vice-president and a liberal contributor to 
the funds of both the Alliance and the British 
Temperance League, and was well known not 
only in Leicester but throughout the Midland 
counties. 

He commenced bis public career as a mem
ber of the Leicester Board of Guardians, and 
was soon after joining the board elected 
chairman. In 1842 he became a member of 
the town-council, and in 1861 was elected an 
alderman, which office he held till 1873 when 
be resigned. In 1860 he was unanimously 
elected mayor of Leicester, and in 1862 was 
appointed a magistrate of the borough, and 
later on a county magistrate. He was a pro
minent philanthropist, and for some years 
chairman of the Midland Railway Company, 
and also held important positions in various 
societies for the advancement of the well
being of the community. He died at Leicester, 
December 3d, 1879, aged sixty-five years. 

MRS. MARRIAGE of Colchester, sister of 
Mrs. E. S. Ellis of Leicester, was an esteemed 
member of the Society of Friends, and with 
her husband, Mr. Edward Marriage, was a 
devoted friend and supporter of the temper
ance movement in all its aspects for many 
years. She took a lively interest in the work 
of the Alliance, and was an ardent prohibi
tionist. She departed this life in January, 
1888, in the seventy-second year of her age. 

Her sister, MRS. EMMA ELLIS, widow of the 
late Mr. Edward Shipley Ellis of Leicester, 
and mother of Mr. John Edward Ellis, M.P. 
for tb'e Rushcliff Division of Notts, was a 
prominent member of the Society of Friends, 
and devoted much of her life to temperance 
work. For many years she and her daughter 
collected a large p oportion of the annual 
subscriptions of the Leicester Temperance 
Society, in which she always took a deep 
practical interest. She died in her eighty-first 
year, being interred in the Leicester Cemetery, 
January 8th, 1890. 

Another member of this family, Mrs. Wil
liam Neild of Warrington, sister of E. S. Ellis, 
was also a most devoted and laborious temper
ance worker. 
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Alderman William Neild, J.P., was for a 
number of years the esteemed president of 
the Warrington Total Abstinence Society, 
while Mrs. and Miss Maria Neild, their 
daughter, undertook and carried out the work 
of collecting the bulk of the subscriptions, 
visiting the members, and superintending tea 
and other meetings. For about four years 
the writer had the pleasure of working most 
harmoniously with them, part of the time as 
agent of the society, and afterwards as a 
member of the committee, &c. In 187~ they 
removed to Reading, Berkshire, where Mrs. 
Neild was called to rest, June 24th, 1887, 
aged seventy-two years. By their removal 
the cause in Warrington suffered a loss it 
bas not yet Leen able to repair. 

JORN BucKLEY of Leicester was born 
October 20th, 1804, and signed the total absti
nence pledge May 19th, 1849. He was for 
about thirty years the honoured secretary of 
the Leicester Temperance Society, and at the 
time of his death one of its vice-presidents. 
He took an active part in the work of the 
British Temperance League, and was a well
known figure at its annual conferences. He 
died December 14th, 1883, in the eightieth 
year of his age, and was interred in the Lei
cester Cemetery. 

In 1837 an association entitled the "Mid
land Temperance Association" was formed to 
aid the various societies and open out new 
ones. Its head-quarters were at Daventry, 
and it issued at Leicester a monthly organ 
entitled the Temperance Messenger. The 
association con tinned its operations until 1845 
or 1846, when it was absorbed in the" Central 
Temperance Association," founded and sup
ported by Mr. G. S. Kenrick, of West Brom
wich, Staffordshire. 

In April, 1836, Mr. J obn Hockings, the 
Birmingham blacksmith, introduced teetotal
ism to the people of Banbury, Oxfordshire, 
when, after two of his lectures, twenty-seven 
persons signed the pledge. In the following 
June the number was increased to seventy
one, several of them being reformed drunk
ards. 

Mr. J obn Hackings also lectured at Charl
bury, Witney, Woodstock, and other parts of 
Oxfordshire, with considerable success. 

One of the most remarkable men of his 
day in this particular district was the late MR. 
"\V1LLIAM DUPE, who was born at Stoney Stoke, 
near Win.canton, Somersetshire, January lst, 

1749. He served an apprenticeship to a smith, 
and when a very young man he could by his 
superior vigour, and the weight of the ham
mer he wielded, produce double the number 
of nails in a given time than any competitor. 
When about thirty-four years of age Mr. 
Dupe removed to Oxford, and a few years 
afterwards fixed the copper globe on the Ob
servatory. He wrought for many years as a 
gunsmith, and enjoyed a high reputation in 
his trade; but he was essentially a projector, 
continually devising some new thing, from 
the culture of the potato to some of the most 
difficult tasks of the mechanic and engineer. 
At different times he obtained no less than 
ten patents for various useful inventions. In 
the summer of 1841 he made a discovery rela
tive to the growth of trees, for which Lord 
Abingdon gave him the sum of five pounds. 

Mr. Dupe also taught Sir Robert Peel, then 
a member of Christ Church, Oxford, the art 
of working in iron; and many distinguished 
membe1·s of the university delighted to wit
ness his labours, and listen to his unaffected 
and curious conversation. He was three 
times married, and had a family of thirteen 
children, the eldest of whom survived him, 
and was nearly sixty years of age when the 
youngest was born. 

Up to within a short period of his death 
Mr. Dnpe exhibited no marked symptoms of 
either mental or bodily decay; and at Christ
mas, 1842, he addressed a large meeting at a 
temperance festival, being then within a few 
days of completing his ninety- fourth year. 
The most remarkable fact in connection with 
the long life and great vigour of this patri
arch is, that he was the son and grandson of 
water drinkers; and when his life was draw
ing to a close be steadfastly refused to take 
wine ordered by his medical attendant, and 
made it one of his last requests that there 
might be no drinking at his funeral. He 
died on September 23d, 1843, at the !tge of 
ninety-four years aud nine months. 

Oxfordshire was favoured with the counte
nance and support of Sm HENRY WILLIAM 
DAsHwoon, Bart., of Kirklington Park, who 
was for some time president of the Oxford
shire Temperance and Band of Hope Union, 
and nobly exerted himself in promoting tem
perance throughout Oxfordshire, of which 
county he was high-sheriff, and from 1883 to 
1887 lord-lieutenant. He was much respected 
for his impartiality as a magistrate, and for 
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bis benevolent support to local charities, &c. 
He died on the 25th of January, 1889, aged 
seventy-two years. One of his daughters is 
the wife of the Hon. Conrad Dillon, the pop
ular advocate of temperance, and a warm sup
porter of the principles of the United King
dom Alliance. 

MR. WILLIAM JOHNSON, Mayor of Banbury, 
died during bis term of office in 18 6. He 
was born at Thane in 1812, and went from 
Bicester to Banbury about 1861, where he 
settled down arnl became actively engaged in 
mechanics' institutes, temperance organiza
tions, local charitable associations, horticultu
ral associations, &c. In 1875 he entered the 
town-council, and in 1881 was unanimously 
elected mayor, and so ably discharged his 
duties that he was re-elected the following 
year, and in 1885 was elected for the third 
time. He was appointed magistrate in 1883, 
and, was also a member of the school attend
ance committee for the borough, and on the 
committees of other schools, &c. He had 
been a teetotaller for forty years, and was at 
the time of bis death (Saturday, September 
25th, 1886) vice-president of the Banbury 
Temperance Society and the Band of Hope. 
He was in the seventy-fourth year of his age, 
and was much respected. 

In 1837, as agent for the New British and 
Foreign Temperance Society, the late Mr. 
J olm Cassell, "the Manchester carpenter," 
afterwards the founder of the great publi hing 
house bearing his name, visited Spalding and 
other towus in Lincolnshire, where he firmly 
planted the standard of true temperance. 
Amongst his auditors at Spalding was a young 
man, a clerk in the office of a large wine and 
spirit merchant, who was so impressed by the 
plain, homely, and effective manner and mat
ter of the lecturer that he signed the total 
abstinence pledge at the close of the meeting. 
If J oho Cassell had made no other convert
and he had many-than Thomas H. Barker, 
he did a grand work as a temperance ad va
cate. He little knew that in the providence 
of God this young convert would become one 
of the princes of the movement, a man be
loved and honoured in all English-speaking 
countries. 

THOMAS HoLLIDA Y BARKER was born at 
Peterborough, Northamptonshire, July 6th, 
1818. His father was a cabinetmaker and 
upholsterer, and for some time, up to his 
nineteenth year, Thomas worked at the same 

trade. Having received an ordinary rudi
mentary education, and his mind having more 
of a literary than a merely mechanical turn, he 
felt a desire to engage in some other pursuit, 
and at nineteen engaged as a clerk in a large 
firm in th.e wine and spirit trade at Spalding. 
Another consideration possibly had much to 
do with this change, for we are told that "as 
a young man Mr. Barker was somewhat frail 
and delicate, and this fact probably turned 
his attention to hygiene, and led to his adop
tion of a regimen from which uot alcohol 
alone but likewise flesh meat and narcotics 
were excluded." He was an ardent vegeta
rian, and took a deep interest in the work of 
the Vegetariau Society. 

After signing the total abstinence pledge at 
Mr.John Cassell's lecture, he seriously thought 
over the matter and abandoned his connec
tion with the liquor traffic, feeling that as a 
teetotaller he could not consistently and con
scientiously live upon the proceeds of such a 
business. Mr. Barker gave his whole soul to 
the movement. He became secretary to the 
Spalding Temperance Society, and on his 
removal to Lincoln became secretary to the 
society in that town, and "soon became locally 
celebrated for the great interest he took in 
temperance work." 

In or about the year 1843 Mr. Barker 
refu ed "fermented wine in the sacrament as 
administered by the W esleyans at Lincoln, 
and became the subject of severe church di -
cipline and arrogant rebuke from the minis
ters of the day, whereupon he made an appeal 
to the editor of the Britisli Temperance Advo
cate," then under the control of Dr. F. R. 
Lees, who states this fact in a brief memoir 
of Mr. Barker in the Alliance News (July 
5th, 1889, p. 530). 

This controversy led to his leaving Lincoln, 
and in 1844 he removed to Manchester, and 
was for seven years with the firm of Wood 
& Westhead, warehousemen. In 1851 he 
took offices in Princess Street, and (in con
junction with another) commenced busines 
as accountant and general commission agent. 
He was an active member of the Manchester 
and Salford Temperance Society's committee, 
and on the formation of the United Kingdom 
Alliance acted as provisional secretary till its 
formal establishment on the lst of June, 1853, 
when he was elected permanent secretary, 
and from that day till within a short period 
of his death discharged the duties devolving 
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upon n1m in such a manner as to prove that 
the choice was a most happy one. Mr. Bar
ker drafted the declaration of principles 
adopted by the General Council (see United 
Kingdom Alliance, chap. 37), and also wrote 
the inaugural hymn sung on the occasion. 
He was the author of numerous short poems, 
hymns, &c., and often contributed articles, 
letters, &c., to temperance periodicals and 
public newspapers, &c. He wrote "An Ad
dress to the Sons of Temperance," of which 
order he was an ordinary member, and it had 
an extensive circulation. 

In 1882 it became apparent that overwork 
and anxiety was visibly affecting his health, 
and with a view to perfect recuperation he 
went (in June, 1882) in company with Mr. 
Henry Morgan, on a few months journey by 
steamer to the chief ports of the Mediterra
nean, which did him much good. On his 
return home he resumed his secretarial duties 
with his accustomed energy, but the work 
had grown to such an extent that they proved 
too heavy for him, and again he was urged to 
try a sea voyage, and in 1883 he accompanied 
the late Mr. William Hoyle, of Tottington, 
on a visit to the United States and Canada, 
where they had a warm welcome from ear
nest, enthusiastic, and faithful fellow-workers 
in the cause. 

On his return home the executive of the 
Alliance relieved him of the more arduous 
duties of the office by appointing Mr. James 
Whyte to do the general work of secretary, 
and making Mr. Barker consulting secretary. 
Slowly but surely he drooped, and on Wed
nesday, June 26th, 1889, he peacefully passed 
a way at bis house vY est Leigh, Fallowfield, 
Manchester, within a few days of the comple
tion of his seventy-first year. 

The temperance movement at Boston, Lin
colnshire, was much indebted to the zeal and 
energy of ELIJAH BROW , whose facility in 
rhyming on temperance topics gained for him 
the title of the "Boston Temperance Poet." 
If his verses were not of the highest merit, 
they were characterized by plain common 
sense and healthy sentiment. His homely 
rhymes were more readily retained in the 
memory than some of the most learned nnd 
eloquent speeches, and possibly made more 
converts to teetotalism amongst the class to 
whom they were addressed. 

The REV. WILLIAM RosE, Primitive Me
thodist minister of Horncastle, Lincolnshire, 

was a true and devoted adherent to the prin
ciples of temperance. We had the pleasure of 
his acquaintance and as istance over thirty 
years ago whilst he was located in Derbyshire. 
He died at Horncastle on the lOth of Decem
ber, 1879, at the age of seventy-nine years. 

As a matter of fact, it appears that the first 
teetotal society in Lincolnshire was established 
at Sleaford. Mr. William Fawcett, its first 
secretary, writing to the Advocate in .March, 
1837, says : "We think it an honour in having 
been the instrument of forming the first tee
total society in Lincolnshire. After dragging 
on in the moderation barge for six months, 
with a mutinous crew of twenty-five, we left 
her to her fate, and hoisted the teetotal banner 
on the 13th September last (1836). We have 
been visited by Hockings of Birmingham, and 
Dorman of Nottingham. The Rev. Thomas 
Bedford, Wesleyan minister, and two loc<'l.l 
preachers, have signed, and we now number 
altogether fifty-four-I trust staunch mem
bers. Three of us_, on Tuesday the 14th irrst., 
walked to Grantham, an<l had the pleasure of 
hearing Mr. (Thomas) Whittaker. The great 
quantity of barley grown in these parts makes 
our operations be regarded with suspicion by 
the farmers, who anticipate much loss. Will 
any of our correspondents inform us in what 
manner the objection can be removed 1 for 
although some may be consumed by the tee
totallers and pig-feeders, the price must come 
down, and rents, rates, and taxes will want 
paying as usual. If any plan can be devi ed 
for employing the land, it will tend to help 
the cause, and to remove one of the greatest 
barriers to our success. W. Fawcett, Secre
tary. March 26th, 1837." (Preston Temper
ance Advocate, 1837, p. 39.) 

From the beginning the Sleaford society 
has found warm friends in the Fawcett family, 
who, from father to son, have fearlessly advo
cated and practised the principles of true tem
perance. 

LUKE JoHN FAWCETT was for many years 
an active staunch friend of the movement. He 
was originally of Guernsey, and on his re
moval to Sleaford soon manifested a zeal for 
that which tends to sobriety and religion. 
He and his children after him became labori
ous workers in the temperance ranks, and 
were foun<l to be supporters of every progres
sive phase of the movement. Mr. Fawcett 
became a member of the United Kingdom 
Alliance in June, 1856, and continued to be a 
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constant, earnest, and intelligent supporter of 
its principles and policy. A few years before 
his death Mr. Fawcett removed to Penzance, 
Cornwall, and took up his residence in Bay 
View Terrace, where he died, March 7th, 1883, 
aged seventy-three years. 

On the 29th of December, 1 69, the present 
writer was privileged to join the Rev. J. H. 
Oliver (chairman), Mr. R. Stow of Ruskington, 
the Rev. G. R. Bettis, and Rev. Edmund 
Lockyer of Bardney in addressing a large 
audience gathered to celebrate the anniversary 
of the Sleaford Temperance Society, and again 
on the following evening he occupied the 
whole of the evening in giving "Reasons for 
Total Abstinence." 

W. T.AFFINDER, of Crow le, Lincolnshire, was 
an abstainer of over forty-fi. ve years' standing, 
and, while strength remained to him, he was 
an earnest worker in the movement. He took 
a deep interest in the circulation of temper
ance literature, and was an ardent advocate 
for prohibition. He died on the 14th of Oc
tober, 1888, in the eighty-second year of his 
age. 

The. REV. JoH ST.AMP was a native of 
Keelley in Lincolnshire, and was one of thir
teen children. In his early youth he was 
religiously impressed, but gave way to many 
of the frivolities of youth. In his nineteenth 
year, however, he became a changed man, 
and soon afterwards was induced to become a 
local preacher and an ardent temperance re
former. He became well known as a religious 
and teetotal revivalist, and during the three 
years he was located in Louth he is said to 
have preached 1500 sermons, visited 6000 
families, and walked 10,000 miles. 

In 1838 he removed to Sheerness, where he 
spent three years, and was imprisoned for his 
zeal in preaching in the open air. He next 
visited Hull, August, 1841, where a large 
chapel was built for him, and a society of 
some hundreds gathered, and was known as 
the Primitive Methodist New Connection. 
A bout two years afterwards Mr. Stamp went 
to Manchester, where he became pastor of 
the "Methodist Revivalists." After severe 
labour, he was laid aside by consumption, and 
after nine months' affliction died January 
·29th, 1847, aged thirty-nine years. He edited 
the Messenger of Jfercy, the Old .Methodist 
Revivalist, the Long Pledged Teetotaller, the 
Female Advocate, &c. 

The temperance cause in Lincolnshire was 

much aided by the able services of the Rev. 
T. J. Messer, who in 1839 spent six months 
in going from town to town and village to 
village in that county promoting the cause of 
true gospel temperance. He left behind him 
a name long to be remembered as a sterling 
advocate, a true friend of poor fallen hu
manity, and a follower of Jesus Christ, who 
was the means in God's hands of savillg many 
from ever falling into the vortex of intemper
ance, as well as raising many that had already 
fallen. 

The REV. T. J. MESSER was born at Brent
ford, Middlesex, November 14th, 1803. At 
the early age of fourteen years he became a 
preacher of the gospel, and when little more 
than seventeen he devoted himself to the 
work of the ministry. In the year 1828 he 
resolved to abstain altogether from the use 
of ardent spirits, believing that the usual glass 
of such liquors after preaching bewildered the 
brain, and unfitted him for the proper dis
charge of his duties. After hearing a lecture 
on t eetotalism by Joseph Andrew of Leeds 
in 1837, he signed the pledge of entire ab
stinence, and became an ardent disciple of the 
new doctrine. At the close of the year 1839 
he formed a church in Hull, every member of 
which was a teetotaller. With that church 
Mr. Messer continued from 1839 to 1 48, and 
afterwards became pastor of a similar church 
at Hayle, in Cornwall. In 1851 Mr. Messer 
removed to London as pa tor of a church, 
which position he retained until the building 
fell into the hands of the ecclesiastical com
m1ss10ners. Shortly after the formation of 
the London Temperance League Mr. Messer 
was chosen a member of the committee, and 
remained in office until the formation of the 
National Temperance League, when he be
came a travelling agent, and laboured with 
success for nearly three years. On retiring 
from the league agency Mr. Messer joined the 
talented and accomplished Powell Thomas, 
musician, reader, &c., with whom he travelled 
for about seven years. On the invitation of 
Mr. David P. Macfie, J.P., of Kilmalie, Mr. 
Messer visited Greenock in Scotland, and 
held a series of brilliant meetings, when 
several hundreds of persons signed the 
pledge. In 1867 Mr. Messer accepted an 
invitation from the directors of the Scottish 
Temperance League, and became one of their 
agents, which · position he held for several 
yea.rs. Mr. Messer had more gifts than that 
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of speech, and wielded an able and vigorous 
pen. In 1842-44 he edited the Christian 
Temperance .Magazine, and afterward3 filled 

, many columns of the Scottisli League Journal, 
besides publishing Temperance Sermons, a 
Histor.y of Monastic Instituti"ons, a Sketch of 
the Remarkable Welsh Preacher, Chri"stmas 
Evans, Life of John Calvin, &c., &c. In all 
these publications the cause of temperance was 
ably advocated and enforced. In the early 
days of teetotalism, and indeed directly after 
his adhesion in 1839, Mr. Messer closely 
studied the question as to the propriety of 
using alcoholic wine in the sacrament, and 
came to the conclusion that it was not a true 
symbol of the blood of the Redeemer, and 
resolved never again to place in the hands of 
any of God's people a cup containing that 
deleterious poison. This resolution, which he 
faithfully kept, subjected him to much perse
cution and pecuniary loss; but bis was not a 
spirit to be broken by persecution forrighteous-
11ess sake. Concerning 1\Ir. Messer the Britisfi, 
Temperance .Advocate says: "He has moved 
'vith quiet power through many parts of these 
kingdoms, sca.ttering liberally and broadcast 
temperance thought, symbolized in 'words that 
burn,' and oftentimes that sound has gone 
forth in districts distant and neglected; and 
though the seed thus sown may now and then 
have been deposited in earth cold and damp, 
vitality possessing it, the blade has put forth, 
and the ear is now in many parts of the king
dom casting an hundredfold. Eis name is 
fondly cherished in very many homes; bis 
temperance teaching ever sounding from the 
Cross, proclaiming aloud that true teetotalism 
was the only remedy-the cure and prevention 
of national drunkenness. At the same time 
this was accompanied with the greater truth, 
the vital thought, the Cross only can meet and 
settle the great perplexity of sin. Not only 
have the use and labours of our friend's life 
been manifested in public teaching, but as a 
framer of laws for associations, conferences, 
and leagues, his influence has been felt and 
acknowledged. In the first conference held 
in the northern towns his voice was that of 
a leader who seldom gave an uncertain sound, 
while his devotion to the cause ever tended to 
inspire others in distant districts which he 
never reached in his direct personal labours; 
and thus, though his travels have been long 
and toilsome, yet has the saving influence of 
his ardent devotion out-travelled him in arous-

ing the faithful cry against the national evil, 
the drinks of commerce, as also establishing 
as well as spreading the cause of true temper
ance." 

The Rev. Dawson Burns, as London cor
respondent of the Alliance Nev;s, says: "The 
late Rev. T. J. Messer was one of the oldest 
advocates-one of the oldest of the grand race, 
and one of the . most uncompromising and 
energetic that ever lived. He was free, too, 
from that narrowness of view which has 
attached to some excellent men, who can only 
see one way of reforming the world and getting 
it out of its drunken ways. Mr. Messer had 
a good word and a helping hand for every 
means of separating man from strong drink. 
As recently as the 14th of October (1878) he 
took part in an Alliance meeting in Wands
worth, and moved a resolution in support of 
the devotion of electoral influence against the 
liquor traffic, and in favour of the Permissive 
Bill. He was then cheerful and apparently 
in fair health, rejoicing over great successes, 
and anticipating greater ones to come. In 
part he had a reward here for his self-denying 
labours, and a richer reward awaited him 
where he has now gone to enjoy it" (Alliance 
.News, February lst, 1879). Mr. Messer died 
J anuary 13th, 1879, in the seventy-sixth year 
of his age. 

WILLIAM UNDERWOOD, Senr., of Luton, was 
one of the active spirits of the movement in 
this locality, a popular local preacher amongst 
the Wesleyans for about forty years, and a 
class-leader. It is rather singular that his 
first and last sermons should have been de
livered at the same place, the village station, 
Cockernhoe, after an interval of forty years. 
His attention being drawn to the total abstin
ence movement, he became identified there
with, and for twenty years was a staunch 
friend of the cause. He died at his residence 
in Luton, at the age of seventy-two years. 

MR. HENRY BROWN of Luton began life 
as a maltster, but on becoming a teetotaller in 
1840 he relinquished the business, and after
wards became a successful timber merchant. 
Ee founded an adult school for men and 
women, and was for more than half a century 
identified with the educational progress of 
Luton. He died September 6th, 1880, at the 
age of eighty-three years. 

A man who will suffer persecution and loss 
for the sake of an unpopular principle, proves 
that he believes it with all his heart. Such 
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a man was MR. WILLIAM BATCHELOR, surgeon, 
of Dunstable, who was a valued member of 
the order of Recbabites, and an earnest, heroic 
advocate of temperance principles. "In his 
private life he was a man greatly beloved, 
while as a public man there was a stTict and 
faithful determination to walk fearlessly on 
in the path of integrity and uprightness. He 
was appointed medical officer of the Luton 
Poor-law Union, but as he conscientiously ab
stained from administering alcoholic liquors 
to the sick, he underwent a bitter persecution, 
and in 1842 was rejected at the re-election to 
that office. This induced him to publish a 
pamphlet entitled 'Trials and Persecutions of 
a Teetotal SU?·geon, with important and con
clusive testimonies from eminent physicians, 
surgeons, and apothecaries, proving that all 
curable diseases can be cured without the aid 
of alcoholic fluids;' three editions of this 
pamphlet were immediately disposed of." To 
the great grief of bis friends and acquaintances 
fr. Batchelor died suddenly on the 25th of 

February, 1843. 
RICHARD GUTTERIDGE of Dun table was 

for many years a consistent teetotaller, and in 
his own peculiar way held up the standard of 
true temperance. He died October 19tb, 
1860, at the age of eighty years. 

The Inwards family of Dunstable were also 
able and active friends of the movement from 
an early period, WILLIAM being one of the 
early converts to teetotalism on Mr. Joseph 
Live ey's first visit to Loudon. William laid 
the subject before his brothers and sisters, 
and the whole of them became true friends of 
the cause. As a commercial traveller William 
rendered valuable service by bis commercial
room discussions on teetotalism, and the free 
distribution of tempera.nee literature. He 
died April 7tb, 1883, at the age of seventy
four years. 

J ABEZ lNW ARDS was born at Houghton 
Regis, near Dunstable, April 23d, 1817, and 
was never known but once to be iu a state 
bordering upon intoxication, having always 
bad afeelingof loathing and abhorrence against 
drunkenness. After his brother William had 
signed the pledge at London he paid a visit to 
his native place, and told his family how men 
of all classes could abstain, and that it had been 
proved that intoxicating drinks were not only 
useless but injurious, thus interesting the In
wards family in the subject, and as one result 
his brother James, an earnest, Christian young 

I 1 

man, became a teetotaller and secretary of the 
Houghton Regis Temperance Society. Iu 
deference to this brother, Jabez, who was not 
then a teetotaller, bad no intoxicants at hiR 
wedding, and on the anniversary of bis brother's 
wedding James Inwards died (November 27th, 
1 38) at the early age of twenty-five years. 
Mr. Jabez Inwards attended several meetings, 
but did not sign the pledge until 1838, when 
he attended a meeting held in the Town 
Hall, Dunstable. He made his first temper
ance speP.ch in a house opposite the Town 
Hall, Duustable, at tltat time occupied by Mr. 
William Willis, afterwards by Mr. Inwards's 
eldest sister. His second address was given in 
the Wesleyan Chapel, and then he made a 
bolder venture, and to a crowded audience in 
the Town Hall, Dunstable, analysed and re
futed a pamphlet written and circulated by a 
clergyman. From that time Mr. Inwards 
became a warm and devoted worker in the 
cause, and was a terror to the Rev. Owen 
Clarke and other advocates of the old modera
tion school, meeting them in their own public 
meetings and challenging them to discuss the 
question. In 1854 be published a volume of 
Reminiscences, giving particulars of some of 
these contests, which are very interesting. 

Devoting his energies to the work, Mr. 
Inwards became well known throughout the 
country as a public lecturer on temperance, 
phrenology, life assurance, and other subjects. 
His style was peculiarly his own, highly :figura
tive and flowery, sometimes towering away 
beyond the reach of many of his hearen.-, 
who, though they were convinced of his power 
and ability, faile<l to understaud all that be 
said. He had a commanding ap1 earance, a 
portly form, a genial, expressive face, sur
rounded by large, flowing, hirsute appendages, 
which, when roused, gave him the appearance 
of a full-grown, half-tamed lion; and be could 
be roused, his voice heard, and his power felt 
when he had to meet opposition and annoyance. 

Mr. Inwards was, to use his own words, "a 
free and unfettere<l lecturer, knowing nothing 
on the platform but complete abstinence from 
alcohol as the only cure for the great evil of 
making, buying, selling, drinking, or giving 
intoxicants. Real temperance has only this 
one phase. This I have defended, and this I 
intend to do." 

He was, purely and simply, a moral sua
sionist, and did not favour legislation as an 
aid to temperance. He imagined that teeto-
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talism would do all that is needed to cure in
temperance and destroy the drink traffic; but, 
alas! we know by experience that this is a de
lusion, and that moral suasion must be supple
mented and supported by legal enactment; in 
other words, that the cause must be prohibited, 
then the effect-drunkenness-will cease, not 
till then. 

Mr. Inwards bad a peculiar mental organiza
tion. With a strong, robust, well-built, phy
sical frame, be was in some respects as nervous 
as a delicate woman. To attempt to induce him 
to look over the side of a high bridge and note 
the vessels in the river had the same effect 
upon him as would an electric shock, and 
make him tremble and quiver all over. He 
felt equally tremulous in crossing a plank over 
a brook or ditch, but on the platform, before 
a large audience, he was brave and firm. Once 
he had made up his mind on any question he 
was immovable, and many of his warmest 
admirers regretted his attitude towards the 
United Kingdom Alliauce. 

In the Western T emperance H erald for 1872 
Mr. Inwards gave a brief resume of his ex
perience as a public exponent of temperance 
principles. He remarks: "I have frequently 
preached sermons on the Lord's-day in London 
and in the country to very large and attentive 
congregations, and my heart has been cheered 
by a knowledge of some of the good which has 
been done. My lectnres on Bible temperance 
have secured large audiences, and I believe 
that more teetotallers have been strengthened 
and more moderate drinkers have been con
vinced by them than by all my other efforts. 
In the early days of our great cause we had 
some very rough work to do, and we were 
enabled to do it. I have been spat at, and I 
have a wound which will go with me to the 
grave. In con equence of my opposition to 
the horrible drink traffic I have been burnt 
in effigy in the town of Dunstable; but it in
jured me not. I have recently lectured there 
twice on temperance, and was never received 
with more courtesy and respect. I have felt 
a great calmness in the midst of yelling mobs. 
My health has been wonderfully good. I have 
had little to do with doctors, and I have now 
the pleasure to state that, including every pos
sible family incident for myself, my wife, and 
five children for the last thirty years, my doc
tor's bills have not amounted to tweuty pounds. 
And I keep no brandy nor a single drop of 
intoxicating drinks, and I never send for a 

drop, nor do I ever have a drop sent me, nor 
do I keep either pills or plasters." 

Mr. Inwards was an ardent Baptist, and au 
earnest, able preacher. In addition to his R e
miniscences he published a companion volume 
entitled Dewdrops, and a still larger work en
titled Ternperance Memorials, &c. During the 
later years of his life he was officially con
nected with a large life assurance company, 
and often lectured under its auspices. He 
died December 2lst, 1880, in his sixty-fourth 
year, and was buried at Highgate Cemetery, 
London. 

DANIEL NORRIS, of Hemel Hempstead, was 
for over forty years an earnest and active tem
perance worker, who was warmly supported 
by his excellent wife, who thoroughly sympa
thized with him in all his efforts to do good. 
He was a quiet, gentle, and true friend of the 
cause, a man of few words, but what he said 
was always said wisely and well. He died at 
his old house, "The Lower Mill," Berkhamp
stea<l, June 26th, 1879,aged eighty-eight years. 

REv. JAMES PRICE was born at Slapton, in 
Buckinghamshire, July 2lst, 1805. At the 
age of eighteen he went to London, and in
stead of falling a prey to the tern pter there 
found friends who led him to Christ, and he 
joined the Wesleyan Methodists, became an 
earnest and active preacher, but in 1836 joined 
the Independents, and was ordained pastor 
of the Congregational Church at Hernel Hemp
stead, where he remained until his death. Iu 
1 29 he was happily married to Miss Ruth 
Hawkins of Pitstone, who in all his temper
ance and religious efforts was a faithful help
meet. He was an earnest and laborious tern -
perance advocate, and was chairman at the 
first public lecture delivered by Mr. Jabez 
Inwards. In a speech delivered in Exeter 
Hall, London, Mr. Price gave an account of the 
reclamation of four drunkards, and he con
cluded by saying that he desired no better 
epitaph to his memory than to be called "the 
drunkard's friend." This statement soon 
reached his village home, and he had pre
sented to him a beautiful silver medal and 
case, bearing the motto, "The Drunkard's 
Friend." This was presented May lOth, 1838. 
He was instrumental in rescuing many from 
drunkenness and sin, and one Sunday he was 
surprised to find on reaching his pulpit a 
most beautiful Bible, with the following in
scription in gilt upon the cover:-" Rev. James 
Price, presented by the Rechabites, Temper-
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ance and Christian Friends of the Indepen
tlen t Chapel, Hemel Hempstead, as a token of 
their regard and esteem, March 4th, 1843." 

The Rev. James Price virtually laid down 
bis life for the cause, and by overwork brought 
on a painful illness which terminated in death, 
February llth, 1863, in the 58tb year of his 
age. He was buried in the ground adjoining 
the chapel where he had been a faithful pas
tor for more than thirty year::>, an impressive 
funeral sermon being preached by the Rev. 
Newman Hall. 

Another of the early converts of Mr. John 
Cassell was MR. HENRY HOLLA 'D of Buck
ingham, who was one of the first in that loca
lity to put his name to the total abstinence 
pledge after one of Mr. Cassell's lectures. 
From that time, through evil and good report, 
Mr. Holland was an able arl vocate of the 
cause, and his home was always open for the 
entertainment of friends of the movement. 
He was a subscriber to the funds of the United 
Kiugdom Alliance from its establishment, and 
an unflinching supporter of its objects. He 
died October 23d, 1886, aged sixty-seven years, 
leaving behind him twelve children, all strict 
abstainers and active temperance workers (Al
liance News, 18 6, p. 715). 

JAMES LARNER was born at Stoke Ferry, 
in Norfolk, in 1817, and in 1832 removed 
with his parents and family to Framlingham. 
He was brought up a Wesleyan Methodist, 
and in 1836 wa accepted as a "local preacher," 
and in the same year became a total abstainer. 
He was in every sense the father and apostle 
of teetotalism in Framlingham and district, 
and passed through many conflicts in the 
advocacy of these "new-fangled notions," often 
having brickbats, rotten eggs, and the like 
as the only arguments his opponents were 
able to bring against him. He was a man of 
a fine commanding appearance, and after the 
movement was established he was in great 
demand at the monster temperance gather
ings in all parts of the kingdom, and his 
voice was heard in the largest halls of the 
land. He was vice-president of the Fram
lingham Mutual Improvement Society, and 
for some years an active member of the Peace 
Society. He was taken ill in the spring of 
1871 while preaching and lecturing at Leek 
in Staffordshire, and died on the 7th of Octo
ber, 1871, in his fifty-fourth year, and was 
buried in the family vault at the Framling
ham Cemetery, Mr. Thomas Whittaker of 

Scarborough preaching a special funeral ser
mon at the Castle Hall to a crowded assembly 
on the 28th of October, 1871. 

Of the heroic women whose lives have been 
a joy and blessing to the temperance move
ment and to society in general, few are more 
worthy of recognition than MRS. CATHERINE 
CozENs, of Kings Lynn, Norfolk. Mrs. Cozens 
was born at Swaffham, in Norfolk, in 1802, 
but spent most of her early life at Terring
ton. Her father was a custom-house officer, 
and like many of his class in that day was 
addicted to drink, and thus Mrs. Cozens bad 
the evils of intemperance early brought under 
her notice. Unhappily her husband was also 
a man of somewhat intemperate habits, and 
when she heard of teetotali.sm she readily 
signed the pledge, and became a worker in 
the movement in 1836. Her example led 1\Ir 
Cozens to take the pledge and become an 
ardent supporter of the temperance cause. 
With a view to minister to the wants of sorue 
of the townspeople, Mrs. Cozens turned the 
living-room of her cottage in Norfolk Street, 
Kings Lynn, into a coffee-room, thus estab
lishing in an unpretentious way one of the 
very earliest" public-houses without the drink." 
So successful was the ventur:e that in a short 
tirne-1841 - a large house in Blackfriars' 
Road was taken and opened in a similar 
manner. With enlarged space she saw her 
way clear to make provision for the entertain ~ 

ment of travellers, and succeeded so well, '1
1 1 ~t, 

eventually the site on which once sto0r1 a 
house with four entertaining rooms and 'a few 
bed-rooms was covered with a splendid tem
perance hostelry, having forty-one bed-rooms, 
commercial, writing, dining, and coffee rooms, 
and accommodation for stabling 100 horses. 
On market-days every stall was occupied, and 
it was no uncommon occurrence for late tra
vellers to :find every bed taken. As years 
rolled on Mrs. Cozens had to face trouble and 
sorrow, one of the heaviest strokes being the 
loss of her beloved husband; but she stood 
to her post, and with added zeal and industry 
applied herself to the work before her, earning 
a name that became a " household word" in 
temperance circles. 

Her "Home " was truly the )ome of all 
temperance workers, and her life was one of 
generous, earnest, Christian charJty. She was 
a generous contributor both td

1

national and 
local religious, temperance, and charitable 
institutions, and a true friend to the poor. 
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Until Eastertide of 1888 Mrs. Cozens had 
never during her prolonged life suffered from 
any serious illness, but on Easter Monday 
she was stricken, and from that time her 
strength gradually declined, until on the 6th 
of July, 1888, she passed away in her eighty
seventb year. She was interred at Lynn 
Cemetery July 12th. 

REv. CANON LEE-WARNER, of Pavenbam, 
was for many years an active temperance 
reformer, well known iu that capacity through
out the county of Norfolk and the eastern 
counties generally. He died in Jnly, 1855. 

JosEPH JOHN GURNEY was born in Earlham 
Hall, Norfolk, August 2d, 1788, and com
pleted bis education at Oxford under the 
direction of the Rev. John Rogers as bis pri
vate tutor. Mr. Gurney had a great thirst 
fo1· know ledge; and his classical and mathe
matical attainments were of a high order. 
He was acquainted with the Hebrew and 
Syriac languages, and also with rabbinical 
and patristic writings. In 1818 he became a 
minister of the Society of Friends, and along 
with Mrs. Fry visited the prisons of Scotland 
and Ireland. He was associated with Wil
berforce and his co-workers in advocating the 
abolition of slavery, and gave his support to 
most good movements. He became a pledged 
abstainer in 1842, and delivered his first 
address on the subject in St. Andrew's Hall, 
Norwich, and sn bseqnently addressed meet-

' 15S in Exeter Hall, London, and elsewhere. 
Bt died in 1847, at the age of fifty-eight 
years. 

On the 25th of September, 1837, Saint 
Andrew's Hall, Norwich, was the scene of an 
entertainment "of the most unalloyed gratifi
cation that bas ever, perhaps, been witnessed 
in that city." The occasion was the holding 
of a temperance festival, at which the new 
Bishop of Norwich (Dr. Stanley) had been 
announced to preside. No fewer than 980 
persons were admitted by ticket at fifteen
pence each, and sat down to partake of the 
beverage "that cheers but not inebriates." 
The bishop was received on bis entrance with 
universal applause, and Beethoven's "Halle
lujah to the Father" having been snng by 
a full orch0stra, accompanied by the organ, 
under the c'irection of the Rev. R. F. Elwin, 
the right rev ,rend prelate rose, and said with 
deep feeling:-

"This was indeed a glorious sight, and one 
which must be delightful to the feelings of 

VOL. I. 

every Christian. He saw before him a sight 
such as he had rarely seen, and one that gave 
him the greatest satisfaction. They had be
fore them an ardent advocate of temperance 
societies, and had they sought through all the 
world they could not have found a better. 
He did not say this from vanity or pride, but 
because they had before them one who for a 
length of time was opposed to temperance 
societies, thinking them the vain visions of 
enthusiastic minds. However, he did not 
revile, but he looked at the matter, not 
through prejudice, but he trusted as a consci
entious man, determined to see both sides of 
the question. In bis own country temper
ance societies had swarmed around him like 
bees, and he soon saw that it was on temper
ance societies the fulcrum might be rested to 
raise the British nation to what it ought to 
be, and it ended in his becoming a convert. 
The progress of these societies was indeed a 
miracle." 

Bis lordship related many instances of im
provement in the condition and morals of 
persons who had joined the society. Several . 
other speakers addressed the meeting. Shortly 
after nine o'clock the company sat down to 
supper, and separated at eleven, highly de
lighted with the entertainr:.1ent. 

The report goes on to state that the Bishop 
of Norwich had not been idle since he assumed 
the religious care of his diocese, having been 
chairman and promoter of every institution 
in Norfolk, the ends of which were the ame
lioration of the mental and bodily conditions 
of those within the limits of that county. 
(Preston Temperance Advocate, 1837, p. 86.) 

At a later stage we shall have to notice still 
grander utterances by this worthy bishop of 
the Church of England, on the occasion of the 
visit of the R.ev. Theobald Mathew, the great 
Catholic apostle of temperance, from Cork, 
Ireland. Dr. Stanley had been intimately 
acquainted with Dr. R. B. Grindrod, and an 
eye-witness of the work carried on in Lanca
shire and Cheshire by the aid of the temper
ance reformers, hence the allusion thereto in 
the address at Norwich. 

In the year 1838 the Norwich Temperance 
Society was reported to have attained con
siderable importance and influence in the dis
trict. In that year the Bishop of Norwich 
presided over the annual meeting, when a 
most interesting report was read by MR. 
SAMUEL .. WISEMAN, which stated that the Nor-

17 
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folk auxiliary society contained 1400 members, 
of whom 100 were reformed drunkards; Yar
mouth society contained 320 membe1s, with 
29 reformed characters; Norwich society con
tained 308 members, and 28 reformed charac
ters; and the residue were scattered in the 
towns of Fakenham, Lynn, Wells, Holt, Clay, 
Foulsham, &c. He further stated that at this 
time there were in Norwich 600 ale-houses 
and beer-shops, and 32:3 of that number were 
licensed to sell spirituous liquors; and assum
ing the population to be 66,000, this would 
give one shop for vending iutoxicating liquors 
to every 25 houses throughout the city; that 
there were llO brothels and 1700 public pros
titutes, and that the consequent ramification 
of this state of things produced a most awful 
amount of moral crime and wretchedness. 
Resolutions were then moved and seconded by 
Mr. Clark of Fakenham, Mr. Church from 
Yarmouth, the Rev. James Sherman from 
London, the Rev. Prebendary Athill, the Rev. 
D. Thompson from Fakenham, and Mr. John 
Cassell, agent of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society. 

The first teetotal meeting in Yarmouth was 
held in the Town Hall, September lst, 1836, 
when Messrs. Davie and Simpson of Norwich, 
as isted by a few practical teetotallers of Y ar
mouth, brought the objects and principles of 
the society under the notice of the public. In 
the following month Mr. Samuel Wiseman of 
Norwich delivered a lecture in the same ball 
to a respectable and attentive audience, and 
the total number of members was increased 
to forty. 

In the latter part of December about 140 
persons, consisting of teetotallers and their 
friends, took tea together at the Masonic Hall, 
after which a public meeting was held, and 
several interesting addresses delivered with 
such snccess as to induce twenty-six persons 
to sign the total abstinence pledge, and the 
members of the society resolved to meet on 
the first Tuesday of every month for mutual 
strength and enconragement. 

On the 14th February, 1837, Mr. John Cas
sell and others adressed a well-attended meet
ing in the Town Hall, and again on the 23d 
"February, and by this time the total number 
uf members was 200, including several re
claimed drunkards, whose deportment won 
the respect and admiration of the public. 
The secretary, MR. E. F. CHURCH, reported 
that in addition to this two meetings had 

been held at Gorleston, two miles sout h of 
Yarmouth, the clergyman of the parish, Rev. 
T. Hunt, the Rev. J . Byrn, Independent, Mr. 
T. Birch, a respectable schoolmaster, two 
working men, aud several others bad signed 
the pledge and become warm advocates and 
supporters of the cause (Preston Temperance 
Advocate, 1837, p. 29). 

In order to protect their members and 
friends from the evils of the annual fair, the 
committee of the temperance society arranged 
for and held a social meeting ou the second 
night of the fair, when about 300 persons sat 
down to tea in the Town Hall, which was 
handsomely decorated for the occasion. At 
the after-meeting the Rev. Thomas Clewes 
(Church of England) presided, and delivered 
an address on the advisability of signing the 
pledge of abstinence and of the good results 
that arise therefrom. He was followed by 
the Rev. J. Byrn, Messrs. J. R. Bradnick, T. 
Birch, Walker, and others, and a vote of 
thanks to those who bad provided for and 
contributed to the pleasures of the evening 
brought the proceedings to a conclusion (Pres
ton Temperance Advocate, 1837, p. 39). 

One of the most sturdy and persevering 
friends of temperance in Northamptonshire 
was MR. JAMES WELLS of Kettering and Nor
tbampton. James Wells was born at Wark
ton, near Kettering, in 1812. His parents and 
family were members of the Society of Friends, 
and James received his education at the 
Friends' School, Ackwortb, where he was for a 
short time the schoolfellow of John Bright. On 
leaving school he was apprenticed to a grocer 
at Pontefract, and ultimately settled down at 
Northampton, first in the corn and grocery 
trade, then as coal merchant, and subse
quently he added to his business that of a 
coke manufacturer at Barnsley. Although 
he held very strong political opinions he 
never became very prominent as a politician, 
but at all times his sympathies were with the 
people. He was an indefatigable and zealous 
temperance reformer, and took great pains to 
try to circulate temperance literature. He 
was both a moral suasionist and a prohibi
tionist, believing that the latter was the 
legitimate result of, and necessary to ensure 
the permanent success of the other. For 
many years he held the office ·of president 
of the N orthamptonsbire Temperance and 
Band of Hope Union, in which, as we 
know from personal intercourse with him, he 
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took an active interest. During the three 
months we laboured in the district, business 
and temperance work often brought us to
gether, and we learned to honour and esteem 
the good Quaker friend of temperance and 

,, its advocates. Mr. Wells was one of the 
earliest friends of the Lancasterian school 
system, believing strongly in the importance 
of unsectarian education. He died at his re
sidence, Kettering, on Sunday morning, June 
23d, 1889, aged seventy-seven years. 

Another of the teetotal fathers was NA
THANIEL NEWMAN of Kettering, who was one 
of the earliest teetotallers in this locality. 
At his death on the 8th of February, 1880, 
at the age of seventy-five years, he left six 
children and thirty-six grandchildren who 
bad not tasted alcoholic liquors. 

In September, 1836, the Preston Temper
ance Advocate reported that "A spark of the 
teetotal fire has been transmitted to Ipswich 
by two Lancers, recently removed from Man
chester to that place; and a society is now 
formed under encouraging circumstances. 
The secretary, Mr. Gill, states the number 
of members at fifty-two, with many more 
trying the system." 

In 1837 Mr. Thomas Allen Smith of Lon
don delivered a lecture at Ipswich, at which 
MR. RICHARD DYKES ALEXANDER, F.L.S., 
presided, and in opening the meeting he 
said, "He was not a teetotaller, but as a 
philanthropist he was willing to hear the 
arguments in favour of total abstinence." 
After Mr. Smith had concluded his lecture 
the chairman signed the pledge, and from 
that time became a most energetic and de
voted worker in the cause. In the year 1840 
Mr. Alexander built the Ipswich Temperance 
Hall at a cost of £1000, and commenced a 
monthly periodical entitled The Temperance 
Recorder, which he edited for several years. 
He became author, compiler, and editor of a 
series of tracts and juvenile books numbering 
over 400, which were very valuable and useful, 
and were often republished under the name 
of 'l.'he Ipswich Temperance Tracts-afterwards 
the property of the British Temperance 

League. Mr. Alexander died December 16th, 
1863, at the age of seventy-five years. 

Another earnest supporter of the cause in 
Ipswich was the late MR. JOHN LIMMER, who 
for many years held various offices in connec
tion with the Ipswich Temperance Society, 
and was at his death one of its vice-presidents. 
He was a regular attendant at the meetings, 
and ready and willing to undertake any por
tion of the work he was able to perform. 
With his staff in hand he would support the 
outdoor speakers, and very often accompanied 
them many miles into the surrounding vil
lages. He died at his residence in Anglesea 
Road, Ipswich, October 4th, 1858. 

In the year 1840 the REv. EDWARD 
ANDREWS, LL.D., a justly celebrated miui
ster of Wal worth, and the author of several 
works which are held in much repute, became 
an earnest and zealous advocate of the prin
ciples of total abstinence. In December, 1841, 
be presided over a temperance meeting, and 
left about nine o'clock, apparently in excellent 
health and spirits. On his way home he called 
upon a relation, who went home and supped 
with him. He then complained that on 
leaving the school-room he was seized with a 
pain in his chest, similar to attacks be had 
had on previous occasions. His relation left 
him about eleven o'clock seemingly quite well 
and cheerful. In the night be became worse, 
and before medical assistance could be harl 
his spirit passed away. He was fifty-five 
years of age, and left a widow and ten chil
dren to mourn his loss. 

One of the most zealous and earnest tem
perance advocates in the Midland Counties 
was the late IsAAc PHELPS of Draycott, who 
for nearly fifty years laboured in promoting 
the interests of the cause he truly loved. In 
this, and Christian work, he was ably sup
ported by his wife, who survived her husband, 
and continued to manifest her love to the 
cause in every possible way to the very last, 
having been a pledged abstainer for fifty 
years and ten months. Mrs. Maria W ech
man Phelps died February 14th, 1889, at the 
age of eighty-one years. 
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ONE of the main causes of the wonderful 
success of the teetotal movement in Great 
Britain was the fact, that its early supporters 
not only believed its principles were sound 
and salutary, but that it was incumbent upon 
those who bad been benefited, directly or in
directly, to go out as missionaries and pro
claim to the world this new gospel of deliver
ance from the thraldom of drink. 

Without reward-nay, rather at the sacri
fice of time, labour, and money, in the midst 
of much reproach and persecution, even at 
the peril of their lives, they proclaimed their 
principles far and wide. Filled with enthu
siastic ardour, and a desire to let others parti
cipate in the joys they felt, the early disciples 
of teetotalism in Preston, Warrington, Man
chester, Liverpool, Leeds, Birmingham, York, 
Newcastle, London, and elsewhere, were mis
sionaries who, at the close of their daily toil, 
or on holidays, went into the country to pro
claim ''deliverance to the captives" from the 
slavery of intemperance. What these heroic 
workers accomplished, what homes once sad and 
miserable they blessed, what sorrowing hearts 
they made glad, eternity alone can reveal. 

v.rhilst we have no desire whatever to mini
VoL. II. 

mize the credit due to the Preston teetotal 
mis ionaries for their abundant, self-sacri
IlChtg labours, we wish, however, to remove 
certain erroneous impressions made by some 
writers, who strive to prove that the move
ment originated at and was mis ioned from 
one special centre. This is not so, as the 
facts already given sufficiently prove. 

Neither Manchester, Warrington, nor Liver
pool can legitimately be claimed as offshoots 
of Preston. Manchester and Warrington had 
the whole truth given to them by the Quaker 
pioneer, G. H. Birkett of Dublin, two years 
before its light dawned upon the minds of the 
Preston workers, as seen in the manifesto 
printed, published, and widely distributed in 
April, 1830 (see Chapter V.). 

In the light of that startling declaration of 
principles, William Clarke and John Monks 
of Latchford commenced their teetotal career 
in that year, the former remaining "true till 
death," and the latter, over eighty years of age, 
still lives a staunch, earnest teetotaller. These 
men educated the brothers Mee and others of 
Warrington, and they missioned the district. 

Dr. R. B. Grmdrod and his friends mis
sioned the suburbs of Manchester, beginning 

18 
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in the square near Rider's Row, Mile" Plat
ting, and continuing the work in Stevenson 
Square, Manchester, extending their opera
tions to the adjoining towns and villages. 

So also in Liverpool, the early friends of 
the movement became honorary missionaries, 
" men who put their light in a candlestick, 
and set it on a hill," so that others, seeing 
their good works and the beneficent results 
arising therefrom, were led to go and do like
wise. As already shown, it was this mission
ary spirit that planted the seed and tilled the 
ground at Preston, through Messrs. John 
Finch and Thomas Swindlehurst, who were 
the real founders of the movement in that 
town, and whose example inspired Messrs. 
Livesey, King, Teare, Grubb, Anderton, Broad
bel t, and others, to identify themselves with 
the movement, and become leaders and mis
sionaries in that part of Lancashire. They 
infused the same spirit into the leaders of the 
movement in Leeds, Birmingham, Newcastle, 
Bolton, and elsewhere, until there were a 
number of centres from whence devoted, 
heroic, honorary missionaries went forth to 
"instil the new essence of truth." 

But the prince of honorary missionaries, 
the man who gave time, talents, money, and 
influence to the movement, was the late Mr. 
John Finch, the Liverpool iron merchant, 
philanthropist and temperance reformer, who, 
on his business journeys in England, Scot
land, Wales, and Ireland, planted the stan
dard of true temperance, and enlisted recruits 
who became valiant soldiers of the new cru
sade. In this chapter we propose to give 
particulars of his labours, which will in some 
measure atone for the wrong done to him and 
others by some who have attempted to write 
temperance history. 

In his Life and Teachings of Joseph Livese,y, 
p. 97, Mr.John Pearce affirms that "all other 
efforts, except those in Preston, were of a 
purely local character, and had no influence 
in forming what may be termed a national 
temperance movement." The Rev. Charles 
Garrett, in a letter written to Mr. Livesey in 
L867, urging him to write his autobiography, 
~ave utterance to words which, written in all 
>incerity and with the purest and best inten
tions, seem to convey the same idea. In fact, 
Mr. Garrett's words created so deep an im
pression that some writers have gone much 
further than the reverend gentleman contem
plated. Mr. Garrett wrote-

" It is said by some that teetotalism did not 
originate in P1·eston, but had several heads. 
To this I answer, no doubt there were many 
abstainers before Mr. Livesey's time, and many 
at the time, but as a national movenient it 
certainly originated at Preston. There are 
tributaries to the Nile, but it has but one 
source; and there have been tributaries to this 
movement, but it has but one origin. It 
received its name at Preston. The pledge in 
general use was produced there, and from 
thence the missionaries went out sowing the 
seed from whence we reap the present harvest" 
(Livesey's Reminiscences, 1867, p. 3). 

All this would be perfectly true if Preston 
was the source; if total abstinence had been 
born and christened R.t the same place ; if the 
pledge in general use was the one produced 
there; and if Preston was the only place from 
whence the early missionaries went forth. 

(1.) As we have already shown, Preston 
was but a tributary, and did not originate 
the total abstinence pledge, that pledge being 
in use, in one form or another, in distant parts 
of the world before the formation of any society 
whatever in Preston. 

(2.) The receipt of a name does not prove 
either the date or place of birth. A person 
may be born in one place and christeued in an
other, as is of ten the case, so that the mere fact 
of the name "Teetotalism" having been given 
at Preston proves nothing. Total abstinence 
was nursed and cherished by ~tsadopted father, 
Mr. Joseph Livesey, until he loved it as much 
as if he had been its real parent, and he chris
tened it by a name-Teetotalism- which, be
ing both novel and mysterious, became at once 
a help and a hindrance to the cause. "Tee
totalism!" cried many; "what does that mean?" 
and they began to make inquiries and to talk 
about it. On the other hand the old temper
ance men-Dr. Edgar and others-deemed it 
absurd and foolish, and ridiculed the very 
name of the Lancashire doctrine. 

(3.) The pledge in general use is not the 
same as those produced at Preston, but rather 
a modification of the Tradeston Pledge of 
January, 1832. In fact the Preston society 
modified its pledge so often that it is difficult 
to know which pledge Mr. Garrett meant. 
Coming nearer home, we may remark that 
neither the Manchester, Warrington, nor 
Liverpool total abstinence pledges were handi
capped by the Preston "one-year" limit. 

In confirmation of this statement we give 
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the following extract from a pamphlet issued 
in 1 64, bearing the names of James Stephen
son, Jo eph Dearden, and George Toulmin 
(all Preston teetotallers from the year 1832) 
as joint authors, and attested by Mr. Joseph 
Livesey:-"' Teetotalism,' it is said, is 'both 
a doctrine and a system,' and whoever refers 
to its origin ought to treat it as such. In this 
sense it is distinguished from mere abstinence, 
which has been practised by individuals and 
communities in all ages. As a system, it in
cludes the uniting of abstainers as members 
of a temperance society, first for their own 
edification and safety, and next for the refor
mation of others. The real bond of union is 
mutual conviction of the truth, sympathy, aud 
a zeal for diffusing the principles abroad; but 
the earliest visible confession of membership 
is the pled,ge. These pledges varied in Preston 
as light increased, and were made more stringent 
as it was found safe to do so, till the one was 
adopted which has now remained for about 
twenty - eight years" (A Refutation of the 
Claims of James Teare, &c., p. 14). The last 
sentence shows that the pledge in use at 
Preston in 1864 was adopted in 1836, and is 
conclusive proof of our statement. 

(4.) As to missionary efforts, we have again 
to observe that the late Dr. R. B. Grindrod 
emphatically declared that he and others were 
at work on the principle of unqualified teeto
talism as early a 1833 and before, and that 
they were ignorant of the work going on in 
Preston. The first visit to Manchester of the 
Preston missionaries was August lOth, 1 34, 
after the formation of the Miles Platting 
Total Abstinence Society by Dr. Grindrod. 
The first effort in London by Mr. Livesey was 
in July, 1834, and it is affirmed that Mr. 
John Giles, of Cam bridge Road, Mile End, 
had adopted and ad vacated. total abstinence 
eighteen months previous to that date, and actu
ally had drawn up the following form of 
pledge:-" We agree to abstain from ardent 
spirits, ale, wine, or porter, and all other in
toxicating liquors, except for medicinal pur
poses or in a religious ordinance" (}"""'reeman's 
History of the Pledge Controversy). 

(5.) As to the question of Preston originat
ing a national movement, we need only remind 
our readers of the fact that at the conference 
convened by Mr. Livesey in 1835, and at 
which the British Temperance Association 
was instituted, the convener and his friends 
contemplated the formation of" a purely local" 

or district association, but, yielding to the wishes 
of Dr. Grindrocl and his Manchester associates, 
they consented to the formation of a national 
temperance organization; so that, as a matter 
of fact, Manchester, Preston, Chester, and 
Liverpool exerted "an influence which made 
teetotalism a national movement." 

That earnest, able missionaries went forth 
from Preston cannot be disputed; but that 
there were also missiouaries going forth from 
other parts of Lancashire, and doing yeomen 
service to the cause, we shall prove beyond 
controversy. No sooner had the reformed 
drunkards of Liverpool, Manchester, War
rington, Bolton, Leeds, &c., become convinced 
that total abstinence was safe, practical, and 
advantageous, than they began to publish the 
"glad tidings" with zeal and energy, visiting 
towns and villages, and virtually "turning 
the world upside down." 

Inspired by the success of the teetotal socie
ties in the district, a little band of workers at 
Penketh, three miles from Warrington, on the 
road to Liverpool, resolved to establish a total 
abstinence society for that locality. The in
augural meeting was held on Monday, Janu
ary 4th, 1 36, when the Rev. H. S. Josephs, of 
the Greek Church, Liverpool, was the chief 
speaker. The first public tea-party of the so
ciety was held on the 23d of May in the same 
year~ when a procession, headed by the War
rington Teetotal Brass Band, perambulated 
the parish and district, after which a goodly 
number sat down to tea. The public meeting 
was presided over by Mr. John Cropper, of 
Liverpool, and was addressed by the Rev. H. 
S. Josephs, of Liverpool; Messrs. Martin 
Frazer, a reformed drunkard; John Smith, of 
Manchester; William Clarke, of Stockton 
Heath (one of the members of the original 
Warrington Temperance Society); and John 
Broadhurst, of the Warrington Total Absti
nence Society. The report showed that the 
young society already numbered 140 members. 
This interesting meeting was held in Gandy's 
large room, which was elaborately decorated 
for the occasion by a committee of ladies, as
sisted by Mr. Robert Garnett, cabinetmaker 
of Penketh and Warrington ( lV arrington Tem
perance Herald, 1836). 

As will be seen in the course of this history, 
no other man did so much honourable mission
work for the cause as did Mr. John Finch of 
Liverpool, who laboured incessantly from 1830 
to 1 39 inclusive. 
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Early m 1836 Mr. Finch and Mr. R. 
Williams of Liverpool visited Anglesea and 
other parts of Wales and introduced the tee
total pledge there. 

The following letter, addressed to Mr. 
Finch, shows that this mission was not with
out results in the Holyhead district:-" To 
Mr. John Finch.-We acknowledge that by 
you and your neighbour, R. Williams, the tee
total pledge was introduced into our quarter. 
When our society was nearly shipwrecked you 
took us in tow. We were then without masts 
and sails, but now we are going by steam.
EVAN LLOYD. Holyhead, March 16th, 1836" 
(Liverpool Albion, 1836). 

"Mr. Finch, iron merchant, of Liverpool, 
convened and attended meetings in many 
places which be had occasion to visit. He 
was useful in England, but in Scotland and 
the Isle of Man he laboured with great 
success" (British Temperance Advocate, April 
1, 1864). 

On the 16th of September, 1836, Mr. John 
Finch delivered a lecture on "Teetotalism '' 
to a crowded audience in the Lyceum Rooms, 
Nelson Street, Glasgow, at the close of which 
it was decided to form a society on purely tee
total principles, Mr. Finch heading the list as 
an honorary member on the suggestion of the 
chairman (Morris's History of Temperance, 
pp. 52-56). 

In giving a report of this lecture in his 
History of Teetotalism in Glasgow (pp. 52, 53) 
Mr. Morris remarks: " Well did he discharge 
his duty; wit-pure and beautiful, such as 
Addison abounds in -flashed through his 
brilliant lecture, and arguments, strong as 
truth could make them, told well on all pre
sent. The friends of teetotalism in Preston 
and Liverpool and throughout Lancashire 
had given Mr. Finch the title of 'King of 
the Teetotallers,' and he thought he could 
wear the title bestowed on him by his friends 
with as clear a conscience as any king, queen, 
emperor, or empress in Europe could do, 
which saying was responded to with bursts of 
honest applause from the great assembly. 
The lecture la ted for about an hour and a 
half, during which the eloquent speaker gave 
some terrible pictures from life, which he had 
seen with his own eyes, of the tragedies caused 
by these wild drugs, the bitter curse of our 
lovely isle. His delineation of the drunkard 
was very original, graphic, and effective. It 
told on the audience something in the same 

way as the pictures of J. B. Gough in his best 
orations. Living fire shone forth in the burn
ing words-words such as Shakespeare em
ploys in his great pages." 

The following is the major portion, if not 
quite the whole, of Mr. Finch's remarkable 
series of pictures depicting the drunkard. It 
was one of the first of the Preston series of 
tracts:-

" What is a drunkard? 
"It is a human being that gets drunk: and 

as often as it gets drunk it is a drunkard; 
and if it gets drunk frequently, it is an 
habitual drunkard. Drunkards are of three 
kinds: poor drunkards, female drunkards, and 
gentlemen drunkards. The poor drunkards 
are the most filthy, ragged, and wretched. 
The female drunkards are the most disgrace
ful and disgusting, the gentlemen drunkards 
the most wicked, because they have received 
more instruction than the poor, and do more 
evil by their perverted know ledge, and oughtr 
therefore, to behave better, 'for where much 
is given much is required.' 

"What is a drunkard? 
"It is a monster, in form something resem

bling human, and when it can move at all, 
generally moves on two legs, but pos;sessing 
neither the reason of a man nor the instinct 
of a brute; that eats when it is not hungry, 
that drinks when it is not thirsty; that 
swallows brewers' wash (ale and porter), 
vintners' slops (wine), and liquid £re (spiritu
ous liquors), and forcibly expels its indigested 
anrl indigestible aliment through its teeth. 

''What is a drunkard? 
"It is the ugliest of all animals or monsters. 

See ! how fearfully it rolls its red and fiery 
eyes, with all the fierceness of the lion or tiger 
expressed in them, all the cunning of the fox, 
or all the silliness of the goose; its body covered 
with wounds and bruises (without cause, as 
Solomon says), its countenance with blots, 
scars, and blemishes, its big red nose with 
pimples; its mouth put into all manner of 
frightful contortions, and slavering like a 
mad dog. 

"What is a drunkard? 
"It is the most self-willed and obstinate of all 

animals-more obstinate than the ass, the 
mule, or the swine. 

"What is a drunkard 1 
"It is the most mean, cringing, and servile of 

all animals. It will be guilty of all manner of 
little, dirty, dishonest actions; it will fawn 
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upon you more than the spaniel; it will roll 
itself in the dust, aye, and lick the very dust 
off your feet for one glass more. 

"What is a drunkard ? 
"It is the most silly and foolisli of all animals. 

It will pawn its clothes, pawn its furniture, 
pawn its tools, pawn its food, pawn its Bible 
for drink. A female drunkard in London, 
after having sold and pawned all else she had, 
sold every tooth in her head, one by one, then 
sold her body to the surgeons for dissection 
after death, and spent the money in gin and 
druukenness. Near Liverpool, not long ago, 
in one of his mad freaks, a man suffered him
self to be tied to the end of a windmill sail, 
and was swnng round with it eight times till 
he was almost dead. Another drunkard in 
Warrington, the last time I was there, brought 
his chest of drawers and clock into the middle 
of the house, and set fire to them there. And 
a few months since I met one of these silly 
animals (a poor drunkard) in the streets of 
Belfast; Le was clothed in rags, steeped in the 
mire of the streets, bis face covered with blood 
and dirt, and he was led by an old and young 
woruan, probably his sorrowful mother, and 
the other his unfortunate wife, and so drunk 
he could scarcely walk when led; and he was 
cryiug and blubbering like a child; and he said, 
'See bow they have been bateing me, and I 
did nothen at all to them-nothen at all.' 

"What is a drunka.r l? 
"It is the most rascally and dishonest of ani

nials. It will get into debt with everybody, 
and will pay nobody; it will cheat its greatest 
benefactor, or its kindest friend; it will sell its 
conntry's i·ights and libe1-ties at an election; 
aye, and in the manufacturing districts, they 
will sell their own children to the factories for 
slaves. 

" What is a drunkard? 
"It is the most fierce, savage and cruel of all 

animals. The lion, the tiger, and the wolf 
provide food for their young, and will defend 
th rn with their lives; but the drunkard, after 
having spent that money in a public-house 
that should provide food and raiment for his 
wife and children, returns home drunk, and 
beats and abuses those whom his vices have 
brought to the edge of the grave. A drunkard 
near Carlisle, about a year ago, returned home 
intoxicated, cruelly beat bis wife all night long, 
and turned her out into the fields; she was 
found in the morning a dreadfully mangled 
corpse, and be was hanged for the crime. I 

myself beard the trial of another drunkard at 
Lancaster for poisoning his own daughter. He 
was suspected of having poisoned his wife and 
another of his children; but this crime was 
clearly proved against him, and he was hanged 
for it at Lancaster. Another drunkard, in
stigated to the crime by his own mother and 
brother, under the influence of whisky mur
dered one of the best landlords in the south 
of Ireland because he asked them for rent 
long due. He was fouud guilty of the crime, 
and was hanged for it near Ross. Intoxicating 
drinks are bewitching enticing things, every 
additional glass of which deprives us of some 
portion of our brains till we have lost reason 
altogether; and no man or woman, however 
mild and gentle their disposition when sober, 
knows the horrible crimes they may commit in 
a state of intoxication; nor is a single indivi
dual that drinks intoxicating drinks at all sure 
that he shall not come to the gallows. 

"What is a drunkard 7 
"It is the must impious of all aninwls. It will 

break all the laws of God and all the laws of 
man with impunity; it will curse, swear, blas
pheme, take the name of God in vain, cheat 
and lie like a devil. 

"What is a drunkard? 
"It isthemostwretchedof all animals. It will 

awake in the dead of the night horrified with 
terrific dreams, and parcbe<l with unquench
able thirst; it will see hell open at its feet, and 
imps and devils dancing around it, and in the 
angui h of its soul will cry out, 'Give me a 
drop of water that I may cool my tongue, for 
I am tormented in this flame;' and frequently 
under the influence of this freu y, drunkards 
have started from their beds, seized a razor 
and separated the windpipe from ear to ear, 
or they have taken a rope and strangled them
selves, or have cast themselves into the water 
and been drowned, or have become frantic, 
raging maniacs or moping idiots for the re
mainder of their days. And do you say this 
picture is overdrawn? One of my own smiths 
at Preston was in this state nine days after 
a fortnight's drinking about six months ago. 
He bas since joined the teetotal society and 
become a reformed man. A dram-seller in 
Liverpool, who lately returned from our 
lunatic asylum, ha been home in this state 
within the last eight months, and though he 
promised his priest that be would reform, he 
11as returned to his old habits, and the next 
fit in all probability will cost him his life. 
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"What is a drunkard ? 
"It is the most irrational, senseless, helpless, 

hopeless of "living beings. Shonld it live till 
the morning, after a carouse, it rises from 
its bed with shaking, aching head, sorrowful 
heart, trembling hands, and quaking knees; 
and as the dog returns to his vomit, and the 
sow that was washed to her wallowing in the 
mire, so it totters back to the public-house or 
dram-shop, to drink, and drink, and drink till 
it can drink no more ; and then if its money 
is all spent, the landlord calls it drunken rogue, 
and kicks it into the street in the dead of the 
night, and leaves it to perish there with wet 
and cold. Three awful instances of this kind 
occurred at Rochdale during the last general 
election, and during the last great bribery 
election in Liverpool three individuals all lost 
their lives in that way, and seven went io the 
lunatic asylums; and the guilt of this rests on 
the heads of those gentlemen-"Whig or Tory 
-who dealt out the bribes. 

"But who shall describe the motions of the 
drunkard? It does not crawl on its belly like 
the snake; it does not creep like the snail; it 
does not hop like the frog; it does not waddle 
like the duck; it does not go ou all-fours as 
the beast; it does not fly like the bird; it does 
not move sideways like the crab, nor back
wards like the restive horse; its motions can 
best be described in the language of Scripture, 
'it reels to and fro, and it staggers like'-no 
animal but itself-'like a drunken man;' and 
it reels and it staggers, till at last you see it 
rolling in the kennel, or sprawling on the dung
hill, and there it lies. 

"It is the most filthy, stinking, and dis,c;usting 
of all animals. It is clothed with rags and 
covered with mire; its flesh has not been 
washed, its hair combed, its beard taken off, 

·or its linen changed for a month; its body is 
covered with sores and ulcers incurable; its 
organs of respiration and its organs of diges
tion are completely destroyed, and more putrid 
than carrion; and its breath, from the nasty 
articles it drinks, smells worse than the most 
offensive things in nature; and there the dirty 
animal lies, senseless and motionless on the 
g?·ound. It has eyes, but it cannot see; ears, 
but it cannot bear; a tongue but it cannot 
speak; a head, but it cannot think aright; 
hands, but it cannot handle; and feet, but it 
cannot walk. 

"Look again. Its eyes are now closed, per
haps in death, never to open again but on 

scenes of woe and misery unutterable, 'for 
no drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of 
heaven.' 

"And how was he made a drunkard? 
"Bydrinkingintoxicatingdrinks. And how 

may he be made a sober man again? By ceas
ing to drink intoxicating drinks altogether. 
And by what steps did be arrive at this dread
ful state of moral depravity? He commenced 
with moderate drinking: perchance a single 
glass of ale, a single glass of wine, a single 
glass of brandy or whisky punch, per day, de
termined always as long as he lived to continue 
to drink in moderation; but through the 
temptation by which he was surrounded, the 
evil custom and practice everywhere prevalent 
in society, and the weakness and frailty of 
human nature, be went from little to more 
and from more to excess, and became a drunk
ard and was ruined; and the fault lay in the 
first glass I for if he bad never taken the :first 
glass, be could have never taken the second, 
and would never have become a drunkard. 
Do you wish to avoid the awful end of the 
drunkard ?-then avoid the first glass. 

"And who are the drunkard makers? 
"Malsters, brewers, distillers, wine and spirit 

merchants, dram-sellers, pn blicans, and beer
house keepers, - these are the drunkard 
makers; it is their business to make drunk
ards. It is their employment from morning 
to uight, and from one end of the year to 
another, and it is the only use of their occu
pations. Drunkard makers! behold your 
liandiwork ! If you did not produce them in 
such numbers, ye might have them confined 
in cages, and exhibited for large sums of 
money for the inspection of the curious as 
unnatural curiosities; but unfortunately they 
are produced in such numbers in all our cities, 
towns, and villages, that meu cease to wonder 
at the existence of such monsters. Yes, we 
have 600,000 drunkards in the United King
dom, and 60,000 of t_hem die without hope of 
salvation hereafter, every year!-' and woe to 
him by whoru the offence cometh; it were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and be were drowned in the 
depths of the sea.' 

"And who made the drunkard makers? 
Kings, lords, and commons, they made the 
drunkard makers; for they reduced the duty 
on wine and whisky, took off all the tax on 
ale and porter, passed a bill to double the 
number of beer-shops in England, and another 
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to give license to sell intoxicating drink to 
half the shopkeepers in Ireland, and to nearly 
as many in Scotland, and allowed t!J.em to 
sell these poisons on the Sabbath-day; and 
said, let us make drink cheap, and give facili
ties for the sale of it, it will increase the con
sumption, the revenue will be improved, the 
barley will sell at higher prices, and we shall 
get high rents, and our rents will be better 
paid. And the consumption did increase, 
and drunkards multiplied, and crime, poverty, 
disease, and death everywhere abound. 

"Kings, lords, and comrnons,jor jiltlzy lucre's 
~ake tlzerefore, rnade tlze drunkard rnakers, and 
he that made the drimkard maker is a greater 
d?·unkard maker than lze. 

"Wise legislators for a professedly Christian 
people read this, and contemplate the work 
of your hands ! " 

On the 27th of September, 1836, Mr. Finch 
delivered a lecture on "Total Abstinence" in 
Albany Street, Edinburgh, and on the follow
ing day a society was formed at the house of 
Mr. William Maclean, 6 Rose Street, Edin
burgh. Of the adoption of teetotalism in 
this city Mr. John Fraser thus wrote:
"The celebrated John Finch of Liverpool 
visited Scotland to proclaim the thorough 
doctrine of total abstinence. He lectured in 
Edinburgh. At the close some half dozen 
formed themselves into an abstinence society. 
My own name, I think, was seventh on the 
list. This is the origin of the Edinburgh 
society" (International Ternperance Convention 
Report, 1862, p. 74). 

This was not the only great work accom
plished by Mr. Finch in Scotland, as the fol
lowing extracts conclusively prove: - "We 
have been favoured with the following letter 
from Mr. (John) Dunlop to Mr. Finch. What 
a glorious triumph has the zeal and persever
ance of Mr. Finch obtained for our cause, for 
to him is entirely owing Mr. Dunlop's adop
tion of total abstinence! In after ages the 
name of Mr. Finch will stand second to none 
of the apostles of the great reformation we 
are working, and this conversion of Mr. Dun
lop will not be reckoned the least of his 
work. 

"GLEN, GREENOCK, Nov. 19th, 1836. 

"DEAR Srn,-You may remember that I acqui
esced in your views regarding the first branch of 
the entire abstinence obligation, but demurred as 
to the second part, which excludes the giving or 
offering of intoxicating liquors to others. On con-

sidering the subject, however, in the most deliber
ate manner, I am now satisfied that you and your 
friends are right; and, in fact, I believe that you 
have in one point, by this clause, effectually struck 
at the system of drinking usage, which it has been 
for some years a great object with me to get 
exposed and abrogated. My sincere thanks are, 
therefore, due to you for being instrumental in 
bringing practice to this decided state, and I trust 
the temperance reformers of Scotland will, at no 
distant time, have to return acknowledgment in a 
body to the wisdom and determination of their 
Southern brethren in this matter. Perhaps, how
ever, I must not lead you to expect quick and 
prompt results here. You know the extreme cau
tion of the Scotch, and how fettered they are by 
drinking ~sage, above all other nations. I have 
put myself into correspondence with a variety of 
places upon the subject, and made two pilgrimages 
t o Glasgow, where superior local knowledge has, I 
trust, enabled me somewhat to strengthen and 
enlarge th e foundation you made there. . 
- I am, dear sir, your very obedient servant, 

" JORN DUNLOP. 
" fr. JORN FINCH." 

(Lii·erpool Temperance .Advocate, Nov. 26th, 1836. ) 

Writing to the editor of the Temperance 
Inteltigencer, 1839, Mr. Dunlop remarks: 

" Pardon the correction of an error in your report 
of the Islington branch of the 7th inst. It is 
stated that I was the first man in Great Britain 
who signed a temperance pleuge, and that I had 
proposed to the men of Preston the adoption of 
the teetotal pledge. Have the goodness to under
stand that this is a mistake, for I have been always 
very careful to render justice to the originators of 
teetotalism-into which I did not lead, but follow. 
I am content to be a humble but consistent follower 
of the teetotal principle; and although the few 
first societies I was the unworthy means of insti
tuting in 1829 (after fourteen months' preliminary 
labour) contained in their pledge the exclusion of 
wine as well as spirits, yet the full teetotal prin
ciple was not acted upon by me till the subject was 
brought to my conviction by Mr. Finch of Liverpool 
some years ago.-Your very faithful servant, 
JOHN DUNLOP. 

"HAMPSTEAD, January l9th, 1839." 

In addition to the work done in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow in September, 1836, Mr. Finch 
established a total abstinence society at An
nan, and lectured in other parts of Scotland. 

MR. JOHN ~UNLOP was one of the most 
zealous and laborious workers in the move
ment, and in the midst of many difficulties 
struggled on to promote the success of the 
cause. The late Mr. William Logan, while 
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labouring at Rochdale, had several interesting 
interviews with him, and on one occasion in 
1847, while talking over the trials and strug
gles of the early days, Mr. Dunlop started to 
his feet, raised his right arm, and exclaimed 
with intense earnestness and deep emotion, 
"No person can have an adequate idea of the 
difficulties I had to encounter in the outset of 
the temperance movement. I felt at times 
as if I would have to abandon it in despair; 
everything seemed against me" (Logan's Ea1·ly 
Heroes, p. 44). 

Mr. Dunlop was a great believer in prayer, 
and maintained that the temperance move
ment was deeply indebted to prayer for its 
success. He made an attempt to form stated 
prayer-meetings at an early stage in the move
ment, and when he failed he prevailed upon a 
number of private Christian friends through
out Scotland to make the temperance refor
mation the subject of secret petition at the 
throne of grace every evening at ten o'clock. 
This practice was continued for a considerable 
time, and most assuredly it was productive of 
great good. In making a presentation of a 
copy of The Gloaming of Life to Mr. Logan 
in 1858, Mr. Dunlop underlined one passage 
reading as follows:-" If ever," says Mrs. 
Stirling, addressing her husband, "a poor 
woman on earth got her prayers answered, I 
have got mine. When you used to be drink
ing, I used to be praying that God would stir 
up some good men to unite together and try 
to put this evil down. Many are now engaged 
in the work; and, thank God, you amongst 
the rest. May He grant you a speedy vic
tory!" 

On the margin of the volume Mr. Dunlop 
wrote the following suggestive and impressive 
words:-" Few things have ever struck me so 
forcibly as the prayer here mentioned. At 
the outset of the temperance reformation we 
were so opposed by rich and poor, religious 
and irreligious, spoken against, preached 
against, that we knew not where to turn. Some 
of our converts were dismissed from work
shops; all were conspired against and perse
cuted by the drink laws. We often thought 
of abandoning; but a strange, unaccountable, 
inward persuasion kept us to our task. We 
seemed not to be capable of giving up. Per
haps the source of our resolute advance lay in 
the prayers of this woman and such like. I 
was astonished when I first read this passage; 
it accounted for au apparently mysterious 

circumstance" ( Logan's Early He1·oes, 1873, 
p. 45). 

This was no exceptional feeling, but was 
common to many of the early advocates of 
temperance. They felt that it was a move
ment upon which God smiled, and that "the 
effectual fervent prayer of the righteous avail
eth much," and, therefore, they earnestly and 
persistently urged the Christian teetotallers to 
make the matter a subject of prayer, and ask 
God to bless the efforts put forth, and they 
did pray and work, hence their success. 

In 1838 Mr. Dunlop changed his residence 
to London, and for thirty years continued to 
labour with voice and pen to further the 
interests of the cause to which he was devoutly 
attached. For many years he presided over 
the principal total abstinence society or union 
in London, and often occupied the chair at 
meetings in the city, and many of the towns 
and villages throughout the country. He 
was the author of several important works, 
including .National Temperance, published 
1829; Brandied Wine System of G1·eat Bri
tain, 1832; Essay on the Compulsory Drinking 
Usages of Great Britain, the 7th edition of 
which was published in 1850; Temperance 
Emigrants (a tale); Semi-Antinomianism, of 
British Churches, 1846. He also wrote on 
national education, educational parliamen
tary suffrage, sanitary reform, the philoso
phy of human association, and other inter
esting topics, one of his last productions being 
a paper in 1 63 entitled, T/ie Moral History 
of Greenock, which was valuable and inter
esting. 

His views on the question of temperance 
legislation are ably set forth in a letter writ
ten to Mr. Logan in April, 1862, which reads 
thus:-

" DEAR Srn,-You ask my opinion of the present 
state of our temperance movement, which seems to 
consist of-

" 1. Associated exertion in the way of moral sua
sion and abstinence, commenced in 1829, and ad
vanced up to teetotalism in 1832; and 

"2. Associated appeal to the legislature for pro
hibitory enactments, commenced in 1853,-members 
in the last not being necessarily abstainers. 

"From the beginning of the movement in 1829 
I have always had the hope of these two objects 
being conjoined. Because, although moral suasion 
may reach and influence the intelligent, the pru
dent, and the benevolent, yet in every community 
(that ever I met with) there exists always a great 
mass of inertia, stupidity, and brutish appetite, 



EXTENSIVE MISSION WORK. 9 

which will yield to nothing short of legal force. 
It becomes, therefore, necessarily part and parcel 
of temperance work to prepare the minds of legis
lators and constituencies for direct enactment, and 
the minds of the public to submit to salutary re
striction. 

" At a certain stage of this preparation, the point 
will be arrived at when enactment may, with safety 
and effect, be introduced. Near the middle of last 
century our parliament made certain demonstra
tions of a prohibitory character; but the public, not 
having been prepared by temperance organization 
and indoctrination, made such an outcry as to force 
parliament to retrace its steps and rescind its 
statutes. 

"A Maine law in all its wholesome rigour laid on 
Great Britain at this moment (if it were possible 
such an enactment should pass the houses) would 
have to be repealed in a few months; and parlia
ment must judge of the state of the public mind 
in this matter before even granting a permissive 
law. 

" The question, therefore, with such as me, is not 
so much whether a permissive Maine law would be 
useful, as, how are we to prepare government to 
enact it, and the country to submit to it ~ 

" There may be a danger in going to parliament 
too soon, in which case the effort would be abor
tive, a mischance always if possible to be avoided. 
At the same time it may be said on the other side, 
we must commence proceedings towards prohibi
tion at some period, and why not now, as there 
have been nearly thirty years of preparation by 
moral suasion? He who demands a Maine law, 
demands what would virtually force the common
ality to give up drinking intoxicating liquor alto
gether. But members of the 'Alliance' who are 
not total abstainers are not consistent here. And 
it may be asked whether, when any day of real 
contest comes, can these be relied on~ Gentlemen, 
moreover, forget that, while they do not encourage 
abstinence by their example, they merely make it 
the more difficult for the peasantry to enter upon 
the necessary course of denial. They thus try to 
raise up prohibition with the one band, while by 
their example they keep up the old bulwarks of 
strong drink with the other. 

"If these views be correct, exertion towards absti
nence by moral suasion is the generating power 
that is to produce, and also to maintain, prohibi
tory enactments; and to let the old teetotal socie
ties go down now, would just deprive our present 
Maine law attempt of all its peculiar and real 
nourishment. 

"On the other hand, there is something attractive 
to a band of earnest-minded men to have an object 
for them to attain, of a fixed, tangible, and hope
ful character, to be won by bold exertion, and 
where success would prove an extensive and glori-

ous triumph. And I presume that the Maine-law 
agitation has introduced a great amount of energy 
and talent throughout the kingdom into measures 
favourable to general temperance. 

"In prosecuting the main point, how shall the 
nation be prepared for prohibitory enactments? I 
still persist in conceiving that the committees 
throughout the empire have, all of them, as yet 
greatly failed in never providing a regular syste
matic machinery for suppressing the fines, footings, 
and other artificial and compulsory drinking usages. 
The senators of the land know nothing on this 
part of the subject at all; and ministers, magis
trates, and other influential men rest equally igno
rant. From my latest inquiries, I judge that 
three-fourths of these fatal drink laws are still in 
destructive operation. 

"I have a similar complaint to make in regard to 
the medical department. Not two dozen of our 
senators are conversant about the physiology of 
the case. How can these be expected to grant a 
Maine law when an enormous majority of them 
drink their little dose of poison daily as a neces· 
sary of Jjfe. 

"Since I met you in Rochdale some years ago, 
little bas been done by the committees in this 
department. A few individual medical authors 
have nobly assisted; but all procuring of useful 
medical certificates in local districts, or indoctri
nating the commonalty in the true laws of health 
and fullest physical enjoyment, bas been long since 
suspended. 

" If those who demand an immediate Maine law 
were to receive a check in approaching parliament, 
it might perhaps lead them to investigate the roots 
of the matter, and to adopt more fundamental 
operations than mere petitioning an unprepared 
legislature, and a species of surface agitation ; 
efforts which might ea. ily be joined by crowds of 
persons who would give no e sential assistance by 
their own self-sacrifice to that state of national 
adaptation which is clearly a prerequisite for any 
effective prohibitory law.-Dear sir, yours truly, 
JOHN DUNLOP." 

(Logan's Early Heroes, 1873, pp. 48-52.) 

On the morning of the 12th December, 1868, 
this Christian patriot and philanthropist died 
at the age of seventy-nine years. 

In the ordinary course of business Mr. 
John Finch paid a visit to Ireland in the 
summer of 1835, when, with all the zeal and 
ability for which he was well known, he 
determined to plant the standard of teetotal
ism in Ireland. Through his instrumentality 
a society was formed at Strabane, in the 
county of Tyrone, June 16th, 1 35. This 
was for some years commonly considered as 
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the first total abstinence society in Ireland, 
as in reality it was the first in direct connec
tion with the rnodern temperance 1·eforrnation. 

At first it made very little progress on 
account of the opposition of the priests and 
ministers of the various churches, some look
ing upon the movement as an attempt to 
proselytize, and others objecting because the 
meetings were not opened and closed with 
religious exercises. 

Under the circumstances the latter course 
would have defeated the purposes of the 
society, or brought its operations within very 
narrow limits, and confined it to the particu
lar sect or party to which the founders be
longed. Teetotalism being a moral remedy 
for an evil common to all sects, parties, and 
countrie , it ought to have the hearty sym
pathy and ready support of all who profess 
and call themselves Christians, or believe in 
the brotherhood of man, irrespective of test or 
creed, and its platform should be one upon 
which all could meet and heartily unite in the 
effort to save and bless humanity. 

Iu Mr. Robert Guest White of Dublin, Mr. 
Finch antl other advocates of temperance 
found a warm and sympathizing friend. He 
rendered all the aid he could in promoting 
the cause in Ireland, where there were many 
difficulties; and almost insurmountable obsta
cles were placed in the way by the attitude of 
the Rev. Profe.sor Edgar, the prime mover 
in the origiual ardent spirit pledge movement, 
who would not listen to anything in favour 
of teetotalism. 

In 1836 an Irish shoemaker named THOMAS 
CLANEY was living at Huddersfield: York
shire, and having been reclaimed from drun
kenness, and experienced in his own pernon 
and circumstances the advantages of teeto
talism, he determined to pay a visit to his 
native land and go out on a mission of total 
abstinence amongst his countrymen. On his 
arrival in Dublin he tried to influence the 
committee of the Temperance Society in favour 
of teetotalism; but all his efforts were in vain, 
and he bad to try elsewhere. 

At Sligo he was more successful, and after 
delivering an address was cheered by the 
kindly words approving of the new system 
spoken by Mr. William Patterson, who, with 
seven members of the Temperance Society and 
about thirty other persons, signed the teetotal 
pledge. Several paragraphs appeared in the 
Sligo papers bearing testimony to the activity 

and usefulness of Mr. Claney. In a letter to 
Mr. Joseph Livesey Mr. Claney stated that 
most of the committee of the Dublin society 
acknowledged the abstinence pledge as most 
safe and efficient, and also that Mr. George 
Harding had signed the new pledge, and pro
mised to assist Mr. White to introduce it, and 
also to find a free passage to any of the teeto
tallers who would go over to Ireland. Being 
a Catholic, Mr. Claney had free access to the 
people of his own persuasion; he did his best 
to convince them that teetotalism was not a 
sectarian ,religious movement, but for all classes. 
He visited several Catholic pl'iests, who ex
pressed themselves in favour of the move
ment, but few felt disposed to take part in it 
themselves. At Kinsale quite a revolution 
was effected. The Irish Gazette said: "At 
this place such has been the effect of the tem
perance reformation that an extensive bakery 
has been established-such a thing as was 
never known before-denominated 'The Tem
perance Bakery.' Two large fishing-boats are 
manned exclusively by teetotallers." 

In the latter part of 1836 MR. RoBERT 
M'CuRDY, commission agent, of Halifax, York
shire, went on a mission to Ireland (at bis own 
expense), and took part in a meeting at Dub
lin in December, along with Mr. Finch and 
others. On December 26th he attended a tea
party of the newly-formed teetotal society at 
Londonderry, and, along with Messrs. Harton, 
Harrison, and J enkins,of the Strabane society, 
addressed the meeting. The Rev. Mr. Ratcliffe, 
Mr. Samuel Shaw, and several others-in all 
about thirty-six persons, who had been mem
bers of the moderation society-signed the tee
total pledge. Mr. M'Curdy spent a consider
able time in his native land, and during the 
months of January and February, 1837, he 
established a number of total abstinence socie
ties, eleven of them being upon the estates of 
Lord Mandeville. The report of his mission 
shows that in the latter month there were 1200 
teetotallers, including fourteen ministers of 
various denominations. 

Mr. M'Curdy became a member of the 
Halifax Total Abstinence Society in 1835, and 
soon began to exert himself in favour of the 
principle he had adopted. Being a useful and 
acceptable speaker, he was well qualified to 
advocate the cause amongst his own country
men, hence his success. He laboured very 
zealously and with great success as a gratui
tous advocate in various parts of England. 
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On the formation of the British and Foreign 
Society for the Suppression of Intemperance 
in June, 1839, Mr. M'Curdy became a member 
of the executive committee, and employed both 
bis voice and pen in the furtherance of its prin
ciples. In 1841 be ruptured a blood-vessel, 
and from that time began to decline. Con
trary to the ad vice of his friends, his zeal led 
him occasionally to address meetings, but for 
some months he was prevented from attend
ing to any public engagements. He had re
peated attacks of bis complaint, and early on 
Saturday morning, February 5th, 1842, he 
breathed bis last in the Temperance Hotel, 
London Lane, Hackney, and was buried in 
the burial-ground adjoining Dr. Cox's meet
ing-house, Mare Street, Hackney. 

We must now go back to November and 
December, 1836, to record the wonderful work 
performed in Ireland by Mr. John Finch of 
Liverpool, but before doing so have pleasure 
in introducing to our readers one of the most 
remarkable men of his day, Mr. William 
Martin, the Quaker philanthropist of the city 
of Cork, one of the first teetotallers of that 
city, and a man who well merited the title of 
the" Grandfather of the Temperance Move
ment." 

The first teetotal society in Cork was 
founded by MESSRS. WILLIAM MARTIN and 
N. C. DuNSCOMBE, afterwards Rev. N. C. 
Dunscombe. 

Mr. Martin was a thorough-going teetotaller. 
The Rev. F. Trestrail, secretary to the Bap
tist Irish Society, relates that on one occasion 
when he took breakfast with Mr. Martin he 
noticed that he did not look very well, and 
remarked to him that he would do well to 
adopt a rather more generous living; a little 
porter or port-wine might do him good. He 
replied he would not touch either; upon which 
Mr. Trestrail asked him what be would do if 
a doctor recommended them to him, when he 
answered with considerable emphasis, and 
striking his hand on the table," I would rather 
die first." "Ibelieve,"saidl\fr. Trestrail, "that 
he entertains a thorough nnd conscientious con
viction that everything in the shape of beer or 
ale is an abomination and an injury to society" 
(National Temperance ./Jfagazine, 1844, p. 333). 

Mr. Martin was the instrument in God's 
bands in leading the Rev. Theobald Mathew 
to take up the crusade against the "curse of 
Ireland," but of this we shall speak more fully 
in due course. 

Early in 1830 Mr. William Martin was on 
a journey to England on business. At Holy
head be dined at an inn with some of his fel
low passengers, and after the substantial part 
of the repast the question was asked, "Well, 
gentlemen, what shall we have to drink?" "I 
suppose," said Mr. Martin, "there's no good 
Irish whisky to be bad here ?" " Have you 
no temperance society in Cork?" said another 
gentleman. "No," replied William, "and if 
there was I would not be likely to join until 
the spirits in the cask are finished." "Would 
you not," continued the gentleman, "unite in 
a cause which was likely to do your fellow
creatures good." "I ought to do so," said 
William; and here the conversation ceased. 
After his return home, however, Mr. Martin 
began to think seriously on the question, and 
one day after dinner he surprised his family 
by saying, "I'll take no punch to-day." "It's 
not like a dinner without it," observed Saralt 
his wife. "Then," rejoined William, "thou 
can make some for thydelf and the boys." 
"I'll not make any," snid Sarah, "unle s thou 
take some." "I'll not tn.ke any," said William. 
"Then thou wilt lose thy health," said Sarah. 
"I don't think I will," replied William; at the 
same time he quietly left the room and took a 
final leave of that which has ruined thou ands 
of his countrymen. 

About April, 1831, a few friends joined him, 
and they started a temperance (i'. e. moderation) 
society, and held meetings in the loft of a store, 
which was fitted up for the purpose. On the 
l 7th March, 1835, a temperance tea-party wa 
held, and after several addresses had been de
livered Mr. Ma1·tin rose and said: "Well, after 
al l, the only sure way to prevent the reformed 
drunkard from again falling into his evil habits 
is to abstain from all kinds of intoxicating 
drinks as well as ardent spirits; and the best 
means of preventing the rising generation from 
becoming drunkards is for every man who 
occupies a house not to allow anything that 
can intoxicate to come into it." 

This was too strong for some of those pre
sent, and although nothing was aid at the 
time, it was not long before Mr. Martin heard 
of it again. Meeting an influential friend 
a few days afterwards, one who was present 
at the meeting, the latter said to Mr. Martiu: 
"0, you wounded my feelings very much the 
other night." "How so?" said William. "If 
you had," said he, "run a sharp instrument 
through my flesh you could not have given me 
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greater pain. Why, you want to do away with 
every kind of drink as well as spirits. I could 
not eat my dinner without a couple of glasses 
of wine; and if I felt ever so inclined to do 
without it my mother would not allow me." 
"I don't doubt," replied William, "but thou 
hast been a dutiful child; but thou art old 
enough nowtojudgeforthyself. Thou knowest 
very well that when any of the members get 
tipsy they say that they don't break the 
pledge-it's only porter, &c., they drank, not 
ardent spirits. It is quite evident, therefore, 
that there is no safety in anything short of 
abstinence from all intoxicating drinks." The 
gentleman was recommended to give up his 
two glasses of wine as an experiment, and if 
not injured thereby to continue the practice. 
He tried the plan for a time, and acknowledged 
that it was both safest and best. Mr. Martin 
quietly pressed his views until at length a few 
were disposed to join him, and eventually a 
purely total abstinence society was established 
in Cork, Mr. Martin being the founder, and 
the meetings were held in his store in Fish 
Street. On the occasion of Mr. John Finch's 
visit to the city he found that, as in Preston 
and elsewhere, the two pledges were used in 
all the societies except that of which "honest 
Bill Martin" was the head; and here total 
abstinence pure and simple was taught and 
practised. Mr. Martin was one of those men 
who, being convinced that a certain course was 
just and right, quietly but firmly pursued his 
way whatever others might think or say to 
the contrary. He died in Cork in 1853. 

Fired with zeal, Mr. Finch started off to 
Ireland, and during the months of November 
and December, 1836, he conducted one of the 
most vigorous and successful missions that 
had as yet been undertaken by any of the 
advocates of teetotalism. Up to this time 
the paid advocates of total abstinence were 
few, most of the work being done by volun
tary labourers like Mr. Finch. During this 
mission Mr. :Finch held meetings in twenty
four places, established thirteen new societies, 
and took over 1600 teetotal pledges. A re
port of this tour through the Irish towns was 
given by Mr. Finch to the Preston Teniper
ance Advocate, under date December 19th, 
1836:-

" At New Ross I spoke for three hours, 
showed the dreadful state of idolatry into 
which we had fallen, the foolery of drinking 
drnnkards' drinks, the foolery of what is 

called moderate drinking, the roguery anJ 
foolery of drink making and selling; chal
lenged all the advocates of these to single 
combat, declaring my title to the crown, and 
showed the ad vantages enjoyed by my sub
jects. No champion appearing, I summoned 
New Ross to surrender at discretion. Thus 
New Ross, the scene of many a bloody battle, 
which was not given even to Oliver Cromwell 
till he had fired three shots, lately found in 
their walls, surrendered once more to the 
king of the teetotallers in Ireland, after only 
one chance shot had been fired into the heads 
and hearts of their thinking intelligent in
habitants." "Ditblin.-Attended a tea-party 
of about 400, half of them females, spoke three
quarters of an hour. A meeting was to take 
place next evening to form a teetotal society. 
All the speeches, including a good one from 
Mr. M'Curdy of Halifax, were teetotal. Left a 
copy of my tracts with Mr. Daniel O'Connell, 
M.P., Earl Mulgrave, Mr. R. G. White, and 
all my customers. A good feeling exists in 
Dublin towards the teetotal cause." "Newry. 
-Had a meeting ou Sunday afternoon in the 
court-house which was well attended; the 
M.P. for Newry was present. Had a most 
attentive audience; spoke two hours, and 
have reason to believe that a g_ood and deep 
impression was made. The last time I spoke 
here had one of the most disorderly assem
blages I ever met in any town in Ireland." 
"Beifast.-Called on Professors Edgar and 
Hincks, and challenged all the professors and 
students in the academy, all the advocates of 
moderation, and all the maltsters, brewers, and 
distillers of Belfast, to the public discussion 
of teetotalism, but the challenge was declined; 
nor would Professors E. and H. give me auy 
assistance in procuring a place for a public 
meeting. I was thus prevented from speak
ing in this stronghold of moderate drinking. 
Meetings are seldom held, and very little is 
doing, so far as I could learn, for the good 
cause of temperance in Belfast." " Castlebar.
Deli vered a lecture here on Saturday night 
(market-day) to a large, and one of the most 
attentive audiences I ever spoke to, which 
was the first temperance or teetotal address 
ever delivered in this town. At the close of 
a two hours' discourse, thirty-two persons, 
many of whom acknowledged that they came 
for the purpose of ridiculing and opposing 
me, entered their names as members of the 
Castlebar Teetotal Society." "Galway. -
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I delivered my third lecture, on Monday night, 
to one of the largest meetings ever assembled 
in Mr. Kilroy's large and elegant ball-room 
at his hotel. Mr. K. is a most generous, hos
pitable, and liberal- minded Catholic. The 
beam of the floor was much damaged by the 
weight of the people. I was listened to with 
great attention; and though a Catholic priest 
stood up to advocate a glass of whisky-punch, 
and the use of ale and wine in moderation, 
thirty-eight signed the pledge at the close of 
the meeting; and on the following evening 
when we met to choose visitors, committee, 
and officers, the number was increased to 
fifty-five." "Cork. - Spoke at W. Martin's 
Teetotal Society, held in his store in Fish 
Street. The two pledges are mixed in Cork 
in all the societies except Mr. Martin's, which 
destroys unity of purpose, and prevents that 
active exertion which is necessary to ensure 
success. There are a great number of teeto
tallers and sincere friends to temperance in 
Cork; the Rev. Mr. Dunscom be, Protestant 
clergyman, and the Rev. Mr. Scanlon, Roman 
Catholic priest, Blackrock, are still most active 
in the cause." " Wexford.- I called a meeting 
here in the court-house, which was the third 
I have held there; great numbers attended. 
For the most part they were quiet, well-be
haved, and attentive; but a few shallow
brained, cowardly, drunken young fellows, 
mostly sons of respectable shopkeepers, who 
have formed an anti-temperance society in 
Wexford, called the "Fifteen Glass Club," 
assembled there in a groggy state, hid them
selves in the gallery and other places, and 
these, assisted by a few drunkards as base as 
themselves, of a lower grade in society, set 
the whole house in an uproar, assaulted my
self and friends with coarse language, shouted, 
stamped, clapped, horse - laughed, coughed, 
threw pieces of mortar, and gave all sorts of 
annoyance. I got a hearing, with some inter
ruptions, for about three-quarters of an hour 
tolerably well; but after vainly attempting 
to proceed for about one hour and a half 
longer, I broke up the most blackguard as
semblage I ever met in Ireland. This does 
not discourage me, nor will it prevent me 
holding another meeting next time I visit 
Wexford, as it only proves the necessity of a 
moral reform there. I called upon the ring
leader of the riot next morning, a man that 
has wasted £2000 in drunkenness within the 
last four years, gave him some tracts, and 

persuaded. him to sign the teetotal pledge; 
and I trust he will become an ornament to 
the society." 

In conclusion he says:-" Thus ended my 
temperance missionary labours on this jour
ney in Ireland. I rejoice in the good that 
has been done, and am more than ever deter
mined, whilst life and health are continued, 
never to cease advocating a cause that is so 
admirably calculated to banish ignorance; 
poverty, vice, crime, and misery from my 
country; neither do I count my life dear unto 
me, so that I have the joy of seeing before 
my course is finished my country blessed with 
virtue, liberty, peace, plenty, and Lappiness." 

Thus we are able to prove that Mr. Finch 
was pre-eminent as a missionary of teetotal
ism, and that he was the pioneer of the Lan
cashire doctrine in three distant and widely
separated parts of the kingdom - Wales, 
Scotland, and Ireland; and, as his published 
report shows, this was neither his first nor 
second mission tour in Ireland, though it was 
the most succe sful of all his efforts in that 
country. 

During this tour Mr. Finch establi heel 
total abstinence societies at the following 
places :-Londonderry, Nov. 23d, 1836; Cole
raine, Nov. 24; Donegal, Nov. 26th; B allina, 
Nov. 28th; Westport, Dec. 2d; Castlebar, Dec. 
3d; Galway, Dec. 4tb; Ennis, Dec. 7th; Lim
erick, Dec. 12th; Cork, Dec. 13th; Wateiford, 
Dec. I7tb; Portlaw, Dec. 1 th; and Jrexfo1·d, 
Dec. 2lst, 1836; a.nd added 1600 names to 
the total abstinence pledge. 

On the 23d of January, 1837, Mr. Ralph 
Hoiker, agent for the British Temperance 
Association, landed in Dublin, and addressed 
a meeting there the same evening, at which, 
although the attendance was small, fifteen 
persons signed the teetotal pledge. He also 
addressed a meeting on board one of the ves
sels, at which two captains signed the pledge. 
On bis journey to Ballinasloe, per canal boat, 
be gave his experience, &c., with effect. On 
arriving at Ballinasloe he was assisted by 
Mr. Wakefield, and after the bellman had 
been round, a meeting was held in the 
Methodist Chapel, which was filled to over
flowing, and seventy-six persons signed the 
pledge, many of them being Roman Catholics, 
and very respectable peo}>le. At Dublin he 
met Mrs. Carlile, who treated him very kindly, 
and gave him a free passage home to Eng
land. 
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In the meantime Mr. Robert M'Curdy was 
continuing bis successful labours in other 
parts of Ireland. On the 22d March, 1837, 
Mr. M'Curdy wrote to Mr. J. Livesey as 
follows:-

" Sir, - I embrace the opportunity of a Captain 
Martin going to Preston, to inform you that I am 
till labouring in Ulster in the good cause, and 

that hitherto the Lord bath helped me. We have 
a. good society in this town (Newry), and expect a 
large meeting this evening, which I have come 
from Belfast to attend. 'l'he work prospers in 
Belfast; we have got about 200 members, includ
ing five ministers and a number of Friends. I 
regret much that the justly esteemed bead of the 
temperance reformation in Ireland (meaning Rev. 
Dr. John Edgar) has not given us his powerful 
influence yet; but I live in hopes that the example 
of the Christian mini$ters of America will have its 
due effect. I have got in the north of Ireland 
twenty-five ministers of different denominations to 
join us, and many more who have not joined are 
giving me all the help they can. Our numbers 
~ince the 2d of January amount to 2000, so that 
we barn every encouragement to persevere. In 
fact there only wants organization and funds to 
make the cause triumphant, as the people receive 
it everywhere in the most enthusiastic manner. 
T have invitations to 'l'yrone and Donegal coun
ties, which I purpose attending to in about a fort
night. I perceive Mr. Holker has been well re
ceh·ed in Ireland, nay, that even Connaught is 
ripe for teetotalism.- -HoBER'l' M'CuRDY." 

Shortly afterwards the Iri h societies re
ceived a wonderful stimulus from the visit of 
Mr. John Hockings, the Birmingham black
smith, and Mr. Jame M'Kenna, the able 
and zealous official of the LiYerpool Catholic 
Temperance Society. 

To assist in forwarding the movement, the 
friends of teetotalism combined together and 
established the National Temperance Society, 
and subsequently the Irish Temperance Union. 

After a tour through the chief towns of 
York ~hire in August, 1835, in company with 
Mr. Edward Grubb, Mr. James Teare went 
over on a visit to his native place, the Isle of 
Man, and on the 27th November, 1835, he 
addressed a meeting in the Wesleyan Chapel, 
Ramsey. On December 3d he gave another 
lecture, at the close of which several persons 
igned the teetotal pledge, and a resolution 

was passed to form a teetotal society, of which 
Mr. John K elly became the secretary. Mr. 
Teare also addressed meetings at Douglas 
and elsewhere, and created quite an impres-

sion amongst the Manx people. In February, 
1836, the Preston Temperance Advocate re
ports thus:-

"Isle of .Man.--This island bas just caught 
the teetotal tire; the effects are already such 
as to astonish many. The Manx papers take 
up the subject warmly, and advocate the doc
trines of teetotalism in a most decided tone." 

The following is an extract from the letter 
of a Ramsey correspondent:-

"There are already branches at Dhoor, 
Sulby, Kirk Michael, Ballaugh, and Kirk 
Bride, and we very probably may have an 
opening at Kirk Andreas and J urby. Alto
gether we have 184 members in town, and 
116 in the country, making a total of 300. 
We had a most excellent tea-party on the 
3lst December (1835). Seventy sat down to 
tea, among whom were many who had been 
notorious drunkards, and up to the present 
moment not a single authenticated case of 
delinquency is known to have taken place. 
Our Methodist superintendent, and the Rev. 
Mr. Nelson, church minister, with the two 
Primitive preachers, have all joined us" (Pres
ton Temperance Advocate, 1836, p. 16). 

In February, 1836, Mr. James Teare paid 
a second visit to his old home, the Isle of 
Man, and on the 9th of that month a meeting 
was held in the school-room, Athol Street, 
Douglas, which was crowded to excess, many 
being unable to secure standing room. The 
Rev. Thomas Howard presided, and addresses 
were delivered by the chairmau, Mr. Hales, 
and Mr. James Teare. It was then re ol ved 
that a new society be formed on the total 
abstinence principle, and that all the old 
members be allowed three months to consider 
the matter. At the conclusion of the meeting 
it was found that ninety-five persons had 
joined the new society. On the following 
evening a similar meeting was held at Castle
town, when his honour, Deemster Christian, 
took the chair. Here also the total absti
nence principle was adopted. Mr. Teare also 
visited Peel and Greeba, where he met with 
similar success. But on this visit Mr. Teare 
had to encounter no small amount of opposi
tion, which in some instances almost amounted 
to riot. He continued to labour on the island 
for some seven or eight weeks, and established 
societies in most of the towns and villages. 

In his own report (Earl.1J History, p. 33) 
Mr. Teare says: "The success on these occa
sions was truly gratifying, for scores, if not 
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hundreds, who had been degraded and ruined 
by drink, became thoroughly converted. On 
the north side of the island in particdar the 
religious public took up the temperance ques
tion in a very spirited manner, and the conse
quence was that they almost eradicated the 
drinking system in that part of the island. 
Three or four breweries have been shut up; 
and in one parish where there were thirty-two 
public - houses not one remains, In other 
places the success was in proportion ; indeed, 
no human being can form any idea of the 
immense amount of good effected on this 
island by the introduction and establishment 
of abstinence principles." 

Immediately after Mr. Teare's departure, 
Mr. William Pollard of Manchester visited 
the island, and lectured for several of the 
societies with acceptance and success. Amongst 
the most noteworthy of the early adherents 
and faithful advocates of total abstinence 
principles in the Isle of Man were the Rev. 
Thomas Caine, vicar of Lonan, and his brother, 
William, afterwards so well known as the 
Rev. William Caine, M.A., a very prominent 
teetotal clergyman, who was for a time chap
lain of the Salford Jail, and died as vicar of 
Christ's Church, Denton, near Manchester; 
Mr. Evan Christian, captain of the parish of 
Manghold, who in one year induced 700 
persons to sign the pledge; and Mr. Robert 
Fargher, an earnest reformer of Manx feudal
ism, editor of the .Jfan:x; Herald, and in 1836-
1837 publisher of the Isle of .J.llan Ternperance 
Gitardian. 

In the summer of 1836 a party of teetotallers 
from Preston paid a visit to the I sle of Man, 
and on their return home one of them fur
nished the editor of the Preston Temperance 
Advocate with a few particulars of what they 
saw and heard during their stay on the island. 

They took part in the festival of the Ramsey 
Temperance Society, and saw some of the 
good effects produced by the labours of Mr. 
James Teare, the introducer of teetotalism to 
the island. A procession of five or six hun
dred persons, including a number of "brands 
plucked from the burning," was the first 
public movement they witnessed. This was 
followed by an excellent sermon preached for 
the society by the Rev. Archdeacon Philpotts, 
who frankly said "that though he wa:> the 
first to form a temperance society in the 
island on the moderation plan, he plainly saw 
that anything falling short of total abstinence 

would not accomplish the benevolent object 
which temperance societies have in view." 

After the preaching service, the Ramsey 
t eetotallers held a tea-party in the court
house, succeeded by a crowded public meeting 
addressed by Mr. Ed ward Grubb of Preston, 
and others. The visitors also attended meet
ings in Douglas and Castletown, the leaders 
in the latter town being considered defective 
or not sufficiently active. We give the re
mainder of the report in the writer's own 
words. He says: 

"Spirits are cheap, and the places where they 
are sold frightfully numerous. In Douglas the 
grocers, with only one exception, are spirit
dealers. In travelling through the island we 
saw huts much more wretched than we could 
have conceived without witn essing the reality, 
with boards and slates hung over the doors, 
upon which were rudely cut or daubed such 
notices as 'shoes mended and spirits sold by 
A. Cain.' As a specimen of the spirit-drinking 
Manxmen, I was pointed to a stone-and-clay
walled and straw-thatched filthy-looking hovel, 
as the place where many a fine estate bad been 
squandered in drunken riot. What I saw 
and beard in the Isle of Man will enable me 
to understand the American publications 
much better than before this visit. One cir
cumstance I must name. I do not like to put it 
upon paper, and have deferred it to the last; 
but it must come. I had read of the 'rum
selling deacons, the pious grog-sellers of 
America,' and now I have seen their living 
representatives. I have been in the shop of 
one who, the night before, was expounding 
the self-denying gospel of Christ, warning the 
people to forsake their sins and cleave unto 
God. He was behind the counter, surrounded 
with bottles and barrels, and with an air of 
seeming satisfaction banded out the liquor 
which is destroying men, women, and even 
children, body and sonl, ' like flocks of sheep.' 
The rules of the useful body of Christians to 
whom this man belongs, forbid in the plainest 
language spirit selling and spirit drinking. 
He was put to the business when young; his 
soul was then grieved to supply the calls of 
the drunkard, and he implored his master to 
abandon the traffic. But mark how a con
nection with the drunkards' drink sears the 
conscience! In process of time, his master 
retiring from business, he seized the oppor
tunity of establishing himself; got the spirit 
license transferred, and now carries on the 
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same trade. We purchased rum from two 
different 'pillars of the church,' and two packs 
of playing-cards of a third. These we have 
brought with us to Preston as unnatural 
curiosities. The rum was burned before a 
meeting of the youths' society, and whilst 
the blue flame ascended our young friends 
united their voices in singing a temperance 
hymn. Would that the Isle of Man grog
sellers had been with us.-J.B." (Preston 
Temperance Advocate, 1836, p. 78). 

We suspect that this J.B. was John Brod
belt, one of the earliest and most active pro
moters of the Preston Youths' Temperance 
Society, and who, before the parent society 
was established, suggested a pledge of total 
abstinence from all intoxicating liquors. His 
letter not only represents the actual state of 
affairs in the Isle of Man over fifty years ago, 
but needs little modification to fairly represent 
it as it is to-day. True, the clay-huts are not 
uow so visible, these having given place to 
pretentious-looking palaces nicely stuccoed 
and embellished, but it is to be feared that 
many of these are "whited sepulchres," often 
full of something more dangerous and repul
sive than " dead men's bones." 

Judging from what we have seen and heard 
there, teetotalism is at a low ebb and religion 
is becoming a fashionable formality, there 
being very few manifestations of pure and 
undefiled religion. The people as a whole are 
given up to idolatry of the worst kind, the 
worship of the golden calf and "Bacchus." 
Everybody seems to be making baste to be 
rich, and the amount of drunkenness, de
bauchery, vice, and crime everywhere visible 
is appalling. Unless something practical and 
drastic is done, and that speedily, the large 
towns in the island will cause it to become 
more poor, despised, and desolate than when 
its people were deemed barbarians. 

Sunday closing is said to be a myth; tee
totalism a broken toy, only occasionally looked 
at, and then only when the people have nothing 
else to do and desire amusement. But for the 
strong monetary hold the order of Rechabites 
has upon some of the people, the cause of 
temperance would find few friends and sup
porters in Douglas, Ramsey, &c. Visitors to 
the island are not encouraged to practise total 
abstinence principles if our experience is a 
criterion. At the same time we believe the 
island suffers, much the same as other popular 
public resorts, from the habits of large num-

bers who go simply to gratify their evil habits 
and passions, away from the watchful eye of 
parents) friends, and acquaintances. The 
authorities, or governing powers on the 
island, have allowed themselves to fall into 
the hands of the wealthy monopolists, and 
have permitted King Grog to sway in their 
councils, hence the relaxation of the powers 
intrusted to them, and the inevitable results 
that follow. 

The highest possible authority declares that 
"righteousness exaltetb a nation; but sin is a 
reproach to any people." And again: "What
soever a man soweth that shall be also reap." 
And as with individuals so with communities, 
cities, and nations, " be that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption." 

On the 15tbMarch,1836, tbeBirmingham Fe
male Temperance Society, numbering twenty
six members, was duly established. Its chief 
rules were: (1) " We agree to abstain from 
all intoxicating liquors, except for medicinal 
purposes and in religious ordinances." (2) 
"We promise to use affectionate means to 
induce our husbands, children, and relatives 
to sign the total abstinence pledge." (3) "We 
promise that those of us who are unmarried 
will not accept the addresses of any man who 
is not a member of a total abstinence society." 
(4) "We promise not to take tobacco or snuff" 
(Preston T emperance Advocate, 1836). 

It is to be regretted that the principles of 
this and similar societies have not had the 
attention and consideration from teetotallers 
which they deserve, commending themselves 
as they do to the serious attention of all true 
friends of the temperance cause, and espe
cially to those most interested, the daughters 
of teetotallers. Far better would it have 
been for many to have lived a life of celibacy 
than to have undergone the deep anguish and 
misery through which they have had to pass, 
through the fatal error of marrying a man 
addicted to drink. Numerous lamentable 
instances have proved it is vain to imagine 
that after marriage a woman will be able to 
reclaim and save the loved one. Such cases 
may have occurred, but they are exceptional. 
A loving, amiable, and virtuous woman bas 
much more power over a man in this respect 
before than after marriage; and if "for her 
sake" he will not renounce the "little drop" 
before the indissoluble knot is tied, the pro
babilities are all against bis ever doing 
so afterwards. Would that all the sisters, 
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daughters, &c., of teetotallers would learn to 
sing in the ears of their would-be suitors, in a. 
tone and manner that could not be mi3tmder
stood, the words of one of Ed win Paxton 
Hood's once popular temperance songs : 

"Though he come till he's tired and woo on his 
knee, 

If be will not drink water he shall not have me; 
Shonld be come not again, I will not sit and cry, 
There' ll be men that drink water for all by and 

by." 

Female temperance societies were formed 
in other towns, though, perhaps, not quite 
upon the same basis as the Birmingham 
Female Temperance Society. 

At Liverpool there were two female socie
ties h olding public meetings weekly in 1837-
1838, and at these meetings no males were 
allowed to be present, except the secretary 
and chairman, who was often specially invited 
because of bis social position and influence. 
On these occasions eight or ten females would 
mount the platform and deliver powerful, 
heart-searching addresses to audiences of from 
four to six hundred females. Some of these 
speakers were able and popular (Temperance 
lntelligence1·, 1838). 

One of the noblest and best men of his day 
was MR. JOSEPH STURGE of Birmingham, a 
warm friend and supporter of the various 
temperance organizations. 

Mr. Stnrge was the second son of Joseph 
Sturge, of Elberton, in the county of Glouces
ter, and was born August 2, 1793, being the 
sixth in direct succession of the same name. 
While only a young man eugaged in the quiet 
pursuits of a farm, he was balloted for the 
militia, and as a member of the Society of 
Friends, his principles were opposed to the 
profession of arms, and as he refused to serve, 
and would not pay for a substitute, several 
sheep and lambs were seized to pay the fine 
incurred by his refusal. On attaining his 
majority Mr. Sturge commenced business at 
Bewdley as a corn merchaut, and in 1822 
removed to Birmingham. Here he joined his 
brother Charles, and they succeeded in es
tablishing a large aud successful business. 
Mr. Joseph Sturge married Eliza, the only 
daughter of Mr. James Cropper of Liverpool, 
and after her death he remained a widower 
for a number of years. He then married 
Hannah, the daughter of Bernard Dickenson, 
a member of the Coalbrookdale firm. As a 
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public man he took an active part in the agi
tation that ended in the total emancipation 
of the slaves in the British colonies, and made 
a special journey to the United States of 
America in the interests of the slave popula
tion of that country. He also took a very 
prominent part in the cause of free- trade; 
and as an earnest of his zeal and sincerity 
he contributed £200 per annum towards the 
funds of the Anti-Corn-law League. Mr. 
Sturge was the prime mover in the formation 
of the Complete Suffrage Union, and took a 
deep iuterest in home politics. He contested 
the boroughs of N ottingbam, Birmingham, 
and Leeds. As a member of the Peace Society 
he was an indefatigable worker. He was a 
member of several deputations, and visited 
Denmark and Holstein, and in 1854 he paid 
a visit to St. Petersburg for the special pur
pose of trying to avert the horrible war then 
impending. At the close of the war Mr. 
Sturge travelled through Fmland, and did all 
he could to help the poor Finns in their ter
rible trials occasioned by the war, his own 
firm coutributing £500 towards the fund for 
th eir relief. Reformatories, Sunday-schools, 
temperance societies, Bands of Hope, &c., 
found in Mr. Sturge an invaluable friend 
and supporter. In th e business in which Mr. 
Sturge was engaged, the malt trade formed 
one of the most profitable features, but that 
he sacrificed in the in terests of the cause of 
teruperance. "He bad come to the conclu
sion that he could not consistently retain a 
trade in an article used for the purposes of 
making intoxicating liquors, and it was forth 
with announced that that part of their busi
ness would be discontinued. This was done 
at the sacrifice of a large and lncrative source 
of profit, but was done without reluctance. 
It was a noble act in an age of commercial 
keenness and overweening selfishness. Mr. 
Sturge regarded the sacrifice as falling within 
the line of strict duty. It was done without 
any oste11tatious parade; nor did he appear 
at any period afterwards to regard it as 
worthy of notice or remark." 

It appears that Mr. Sturge bad been ailing 
for some months previous to bis death, but 
his illness did not interfere with his regular 
pursuits. He rose as usual at half-past six 
o'clock on the 14th of May, 1859, and was 
preparing for bis customary ride before break
fast, when in his own apartment he was 
seized with a violent fit of coughing and 
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complained of severe pain in the region of the 
heart. All that could be done was unavail
ing, for at about a quarter-past seven he 
expired, the cause of death being disease of 
the heart. He was in bis sixty-sixth year. 

The fourth annual conference of the British 
Temperance Association was held at Birruing
ham July 3d, 4th, and 5th, 1838, when a series 
of re olutions were passed, some of consider
able value and importance, one being "that a 
monthly organ-The British Temperance Ad
vocate-be commenced;" another to facilitate 
a union with the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society; and the thirteenth was 
as follows: - "'I hat this association being 
fully persuaded of the great immorality of 
the traffic in intoxicating liquors, and, conse
quently, of the laws which license such traffic, 
earnestly urges on all the friends of temper
ance to employ their utmost exertions in their 
individual and relative capacity to destroy 
the respectability which the sanction of the 
law now throws around a traffic so inimical 
to the welfare of the community." 

This resolution was moved by Mr. John 
Andrew, junr., of Leeds, and seconded by the 
Rev. F. Beardsall of Manchester. The four
teenth resolution was moved by the Rev. F. 
Beardsall, and seconded by Mr. John Andrew, 
junr., and ran thus:-

"That it be urged as the duty of every 
friend of t emperance to promote petitions to 
the legislnture embodying our views on the 
immorality of the liquor traffic, and urging 
respectfully but earnestly the consideration of 
this subject, and the enactment of such laws 
as will peedily terminate the traffic in all 
intoxicating liquors" ( Tempe'rance Spectator, 
1859, p. 173). 

A great meeting in connection with this 
conference was held in the Birmingham Town 
Hall, at which the late Rev. John Angell 
James delivered a powerful address condemn
ing extreme teetotalism,and exposing the views 
of the Rev. W. Cooke's "Teetotalism Purified 
from Unsound and Dangerous Opinions." 
Again Mr. F. R. Lees of Leeds was pushed to 
the front, and in a speech of one hour and a 
half's duration carried the vast assembly with 
him and convinced Mr. James, who never 
again expressed himself in the same terms as 
upon this occasion. 

The REv. ,JOHN ANGELL JAMES was for 
nearly sixty ye:t.rs pastor of the "Carr's Lane" 
Congregational Church, Birmingham. When 

he first settled in Birmingham "his position 
was far from being an enviable one. A schism 
had tahn place iu the church, which had 
established a rival interest in the irn mediate 
neighbourhood. It is said that 'Carr's Lane' 
was originally designated 'God's Cart Lane,' 
from the circumstance of its having contained 
a small building which was an appurtenance 
to St. Martin's Church, and in which the car
riage or cart was kept that was employed in 
Popish times for carrying the sacred vessels 
in religious processions of the Host." 

The Carr's Lane Chapel was situated behind 
a row of small tenements, in a very qualid 
neighbourhood, which led a writer of the 
time to observe in a spirit of levity and 
vulgar wit: "The residence of Divine light 
was totally eclipsed by being surrounded by 
about forty families of paupers, crowded al
most within the compass of a giant's span, 
which amply furnish ed the congregation with 
noise, smoke, dirt, and dispute. If the place 
itself is the road to heaven, the stranger 
would imagine t11at the road to the place led 
to something worse." 

All this was changed in time, and Carr\i 
Lane Church became notable as well as its 
ministers. Mr. James was a model pastor, 
visiting the poor, the sick, and the nffiicted, 
attending to the weekly lecture, prayer-meet
ings, &c., as well as to Sunday services, anrl 
became a very popular preacher and author. 
Of his Anxious Inquire1· two hundred thou
sand copies were sold in four years, and was 
productive of much good. He took great 
interest in the young, and wrote several books 
addressed to them, viz.: :I'he Young iJf an from 
Horne, The Young Man's Gitide, The Young 
Woman's Guide, &c. His Pastoral Addresses 
had an immense circulation, at the close of 
1859 one million forty-nine thousand three 
himdred and nineteen copies were sold. His 
Earnest Ministry has also a large sale. As a 
temperance reformer he was what is best 
described as an expediency teetotaller, and 
endorsed the views of the Rev. W. Cooke, 
D.D., in his pamphlet on teetotalism. His 
own views are given in Reid's Ternperance 
C!Jclopmdia, the following being on ABSTI

NENCE AS AN EXAMPLE :-
"When I reflect on the mighty evils of 

intemperance; when I see what misery and 
crime result from it; how it is moving against 
the press and the pulpit, the magistrate and 
the divine; and how it is increasing against 
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threats of men and the commands of God; I 
think the time for agitation, for confederacy, 
and for combination has arrived. I fee~ bound 
to give my own example to the cause that I 
may upon consistent ground reason with the 
drunkards whom I may address." 

After trying total abstinence for two years, 
Mr. James bore the following testimony :-

"I have tried the system for two years, and 
have gone through much ministerial labour, 
aud I can honestly aver that I never laboured 
with so much comfort as since I have rigidly 
adhered to that principle. It is by the use of 
water as a beverage that the stomach per
forms its office without any painful intima
tions that it is executing the work assigned 
it. What is remarkable is, that a disease in 
my throat, which once laid me aside from 
pulpit labour for eleven months, and always 
distressed me as long as I partook of beer, 
wine, or spirits, has entirely left me, so that 
my voice, which was feeble, has wonderfully 
strengthened and I can now preach in Surrey 

Chapel to 3000 people with a.s great ease as I 
could formerly to 300 in a village chapel." 

It was commonly believed, and some still 
maintain this belief, that wine is absolutely 
es ential to certain constitutions, and espe
cially to clergymen, ministers, and public 
speakers. On this point Mr. James said: 

"I was strongly recommended, and even 
commanded by a. very eminent medical prac
titioner, to take a glass of wine per day for a 
peculiar complaint, and seeing the importance 
of my health to my church, as well as to my
self, I tried the prescription for twelve months, 
which expired shortly after the meeting in 
Edin burgh. Well, after testing the virtues 
of wine for twelve months, and deriving no 
benefit from the experiment, I gave it up, aud 
have taken nothing but water since." 

Mr. James was a native of Blandford 
Forum, in Dorsetshire; born June 6th, 1785, 
and died October lst, 1859, in his sixty-fifth 
year. As a preacher, writer, &c., his name 
will long be remembered. 
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WORK OF THE LANCASHIRE SOCIETIES. 

1836-1840. 

Heywood Total Abstinence Society Established-Temperance Periodicals-Progress, &c.-Second Annual 
Conference British Temperance Association-.L ew Pledge, &c.-Agents Employed-William Biscombe 
-Strength of the Membership, 1836-Rev. J. Clay, Chaplain of Preston Jail- On the Preston Society, 
&c.-Presentation to Henry Anderton at Manchester-His Response-Character of the Early Advo
cates- Honorary Workers-Oliver Ormerod of Rochdale-John Moffat and Mr. John Bright-Apparent 
Prosperity of Moderation Societies-Opposition to Teetotalism-Rev. Owen Clarke, Agent British and 
Foreign Temperance Society-Liverpool Manifesto, 1836-Letter of C. W. Thomas on the Decline of 
Moderation-Tracts against Teetotalism-Testimonies of Thomas Beaumont, M.D.--George Brown, 
Esq.-l~ev. Dr. Edgar-Liverpool Anti-Temperance Society-Depression of the Liquor Traffic-Order 
of Rechabites, Extension of-Liverpool Festival-Sectarianism-Branches-Gospel Temperance Declar
ation, 1837-How Rev. John Bowes became a Teetotaller-Mr. J. Livesey on Unsectarian Teetotalism 
-Welsh Total Abstinence Festival-Signs of Progress-Liverpool Festival, 1837-First Temperance 
Ship-James Teare's Report, &c.-Accrington Temperance Society-Burnley Temperauce Hall-Success 
at Liverpool-Roman Catholic Total Abstinence Society-Liverpool Festival, 1838-Conversion of a 
Drink-seller-Destruction of his Liquors-Liverpool Church of England Total Abstinence Societies
Eccentric Captain Bailey-Catholic Teetotal Presentation-Public Di cu sion, Grubb v. Ackland
Victory for Teetotalism- Action of Liverpool Licensing Magistrates-Cost of Liverpool Drinking 
in 1838-Presentation to Mr. Edward Grubb-Tempei·ance Advocate-John Cropper, Esq., on Modera
tion v. Abstinence-Liquor-sellers Crying out--Drink on Board Ship-Address and Experience of Rev. 
H. Heisland of America. 

On Mon<lay evening, March 28th, 1836, 
Mr. Joseph Liv sey, of Prestou, d livered his 
malt lecture at Heywood, uear Manchester, 
and on the following Monday, April 4th, 1836, 
a public meeting was held to form a society 
exclusively on the abstinence principle (Pres
ton Temperance Advocate, 1836, supplement, 
p. 7). 

As an evidence of the vitality of the move
ment at this period the Advocate remarks: 
"The increase of ternpe-.:ance periodicals is a 
proof of the extension of our principles. We 
have now the Preston Temperance Advocate, 
the Youtliful Teetotaler, the Stm·, published 
a.t Manchester, and also the Journal; the 
Herald at Warrington; the Guardian at the 
Isle of Man; all on tlie abstinence principle; 
besides the Temperance Magazine, published 
at London by the British and Foreign Tem
perance Society, which allows of' great moder
ation'" (Preston Temperance Advqcate, 1836, 
p. 32). 

The second annual conference of the Bri
tish Temperance Association was held in the 
Temperaboo Hall, Preston (the Cockpit), corn-

mencing in the afternoon of July 5th, 1836. 
Twenty-seven societies sent delegates to this 
conference, over which Dr. R. B. Grindrod 
presided. At an early stage of the proceed
ings the conference resolved: "That no society 
be considered a brauch of the British Tem
perance Association which, after three months 
from this date, shall retain the moderation 
pledge in its constitution." From henceforth 
it was to be teetotalism and that alone. A 
form of pledge was also agreed upon, and a 

further resolution adopted: "That no society 
be cousidered a branch of this association 
which does not in the course of six months 
adopt such pledge." 

The form of pledge was as follows:-" I do 
voluntarily declare that I will abstain from 
wine, ale, porter, cider, ardent spirits, or any 
other intoxicating liquors, and that I will not 
give nor offer them to others, except as medi
cine, or in a religious ordinance; and that I 
will discountenance all the causes and practices 
of intemperance." 

Not only was this a total abstinence pledge, 
but it was the thorough-going or " long pledge," 
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about which there was no small controversy 
throughout the whole of the temperance world 
some time afterwards. Many objected to the 
words "I will not give nor offer them to 
others" who readily signed the other part of 
the pledge, which was denominated the "short 
pledge." 

The conference, with an ardent desire to 
further the iuterests of the cause, sat again on 
vVednesday and Thursday mornings, July 
6th and 7th, 1836, at the early hour of six. 
Hitherto the conference of delegates was dis
tinct from that of the annual meeting of the 
British Temperance Association, but it was 
felt that this was inconvenient, and therefore 
it was resolved that the conference and the 
association should be united together, and 
that all the societies should be on the prin
ciple of total abstinence only. The represen
tation was limited to not more than two mem
bers for each society. The agents employed 
at this time were Ralph Holker, Thomas Whit
taker, J. Cunder, and William Biscorube, who 
continued to labour for the association with 
success to the close of the year, when, for want 
of fu11ds, the committee were obliged to dis
continne their services, and they went out on 
their own account as temperance advocates. 
In the meantime overturns were made to the 
New British and Foreign Temperance Society 
(formerly the British Teetotal Temperance 
Society) whose headquarters were in London, 
with a view to the amalgama.tion of the two 
societies. 

WILLIAM B1scoMBE, one of the early agents 
of the British Temperance Association, was 
once a great drunkard, but in 1 34 was led to 
see the folly of drinking, and became a total 
abstainer and a Christian. H e is said to have 
been no ordinary or common man. "Few 
could sit for an hour in bis company without 
feeling their own inferiority. As a lecturer 
his speeches were full of sound sense, solid 
argument,genuine patriotism, and manly piety. 
His principal forte was humour, in which he 
was excelled by few." In 1846 he was the 
victim of repeated attacks of paralysis, and 
died on Sunday, October llth, 1846. 

In a letter to the Liverpool Albion, August, 
1836, Mr. John Finch gives an alphabetical 
list of the towns where there were a large 
number of total abstainers, and the estimated 
uumbers in many of them. We take th,_, 
liberty to alter the arrangement, and give the 
list in the following form:-

Manchester, &c., 10,000 Chester, ... 300 
Liverpool, .. ···· ··· 4,000 Lancaster, .......... 300 
Preston, .. ....... ... 3,500 Staveley, .. . .. ... .. . . 150 
Bolton, ............. 3,000 Todmorden,. ... .. ... 150 
Warrington, .... .. . 2,500 Coniston, ........... . 120 
Blackburn, ....... . . 2,000 Garstang, ..... .. . ... 120 
Colne, .... .... ...... . 1,200 Penrith, ...... . . .... . 120 
Burnley, . .. ........ 800 Holywell, ....... . .. . 100 
Kendal, .......... .. . 700 .I. antwich,. 100 
Hawarden, ......... 600 Whitehaven, .. .. ... 100 
Oldham, .. . .. ...... .. 600 Bury, ... ..... ....... 100 
Middleton, ......... 600 Mold,. .. . ............ 60 
Southport, .. ... .... . 500 Keswick, .. .. ........ 30 
Leigh, . ........... ... 500 

In addition to these there were societies 
at Bath, Birmingham, Bristol, Bradford, Cli
theroe, Gloucester, Halifax, Hud<lersfield, 
Leeds, London, Low Moor, Sheffield, the Pot
teries in Staffordshire, the iron-works in 
Shropshire and South Wales, Worcester, and 
other places in England. 

Mr. Finch adds: "There are societies con
taining 5000 members in the I:sle of Man; a 
society in Strabane of llOO members. Numer. 
ous societies in Derry, Limerick, Cork, and 
many other places in Ireland, all upon the 
teetotal plan, and all doing well. The great 
champions in Ireland are Samuel Morton and 
James Harrison, of Strabane; James Presdie 
of Londonderry; the Rev. Mr. Dunscombe 
and Mr. William Martin, of Cork. James 
Teare of Preston, now on a sncce sful mission 
in the south of England, is the father of tee
totalism in the Isle of Man, and I claim this 
honour in Ireland." 

In treating of the connection between drink 
and crime, the early temperance advocates 
were much indebted to the reports of the REV. 
JoHN CLAY, B.D., chaplain of the Preston 
House of Correction. Mr. Clay was a native 
of Liverpool, born May, 1796. Here he re
ceived his early education, and at fifteen was 
placed in a merchant's office. At the age of 
twenty-one he resolved to enter the church, 
and was ordained as a' literate' to ihe assis
tant chaplainship of the House of Correction 
at Preston in 1821, and in 1823 was unani
mously chosen as sole chaplain. "And now 
began the great work of his life- ihe refor
mation of prisoners and of prison discipline." 
For thirty-six years he held this responsible 
office, and associated himself with almost every 
good work set on foot in Preston. The Pres
ton Charitable Society, the soup-kitchen, the 
Mechanics' Institution, and the Temperance 
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Society were all i11debted to him for support. 
His reports were valuable productions, show
i11g that he had great aptitude for statistics. 
In his report for 1834 he thus speaks of the 
Preston Temperance Society:-" I write with 
circumspection and advisedly when I sta.te 
my belief that no society, iustituted for the 
good of the operative classes, has, within the 
same period, produced such cheering and un
doubted evidence of its value. I know of no 
institution which has worked so great an 
amount of unalloyed good; none which, with 
such apparently humble means, has brought 
about such wonderful changes for the better, 
carrying peace into households from which 
habitual intoxication had long banished it; 
competence and comfort where poverty and 
wretchedness seemed irrevocably fixed; and 
converting the ignorant and drunken infidel 
iuto a serious and sober Christian." 

In reference to the effects of intoxicating 
drinks he writes in 1848 as follow :- "The 
GREAT Sm is still, even in these times of poverty 
and sorrow, foremost in the ranks of iniquity, 
or rather foremost as the leader of a ho t of 
crimes-treading on a disorderly multitude of 
brutal passions and vile propensities, which, 
but for its inflaming influence, would remain 
dormant and harmless. It still rises, in savage 
hostility, against everything allied to order 
and religion; it still barricades every avenue 
Ly which truth and peace seek to enter the 
poor man's home aud heart." In 1855 he 
says: "In the last two years it has been my 
melancholy duty to converse with 1126 male 
prisoners, rendered such by drink." 

Compelled to resign his post, be removed 
to Quorndon, in Derbyshire, thence to Leam
ington, quite broken down in health, and died 
on November 2lst, 1858, at the age of sixty
two years. 

At Hulme, Manchester, a large gathering 
of temperance friends met to do honour to 
Mr. Henry Anderton on the 6th of August, 
1836, Mr. James Gaskill presiding. A be:rnti
ful silver star," intended to symbolize his rank 
in the class of public men at that time acknow
ledged as speakers on the temperance ques
tion," was presented to Mr. Anderton, who, 
in responding to the presentation address, 
said: 

"Ladies and gentlemen, it gives me great 
pleasure to be with you once more, especially 
uuder circumstances like the one which has 
brought us together this day-you to give 

me a token of your continued good-will, and 
I to receive the expression of kindness at your 
hands. In accepting this beautiful present, 
you must not expect from me a long and 
laboured speech about the thrilling sensations 
which crowd into my mind, and deprive me 
of the power of uttering my gratitude for 
your unexpected and undeserved favour, as 
some mountebank speechifyers would do. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I have yet to learn 
how to administer the unction of flattery to 
the vanity of man at the expense of truth. 
Neither was I much surprised when I first heard 
of your kind intentions toward your humble 
servant. I did not expect this, certainly; 
but I knew by some chance means or other I 
had won your esteem. I know that love 
when well grounded will speak out, and give 
'outward and visible signs' of attachment to 
the object so beloved; aud thus you show 
your love to me. Yet, though I was uot 
much surprised, your favour is not the less 
welcome. I am poor, and therefore your 
motive in bestowing it was disinterested and 
pure; and because I believe it to be such, 
allow me to say that this substantial proof of 
your kindness shall never depart from my 
keeping, and while I travel through this' vale 
of tears' I will stow the remembrance of your 
kindness in my heart. Yes, ladies and gentle
men, I can be grateful; 'tis true I cannot show 
it as you have shown it to me, that would 
require money, and, like Peter the apo tle, 
'silver and gold have I none.' But in hard 
work I shall prove your match, and the future 
shall convince you that I can return your 
kindness, and love for love. 

"'Tis an exquisite keepsake, a beautiful present, 
And this is the chain whose bright links are 

to bind 
Our souls in a bond-not like dew evanescent, 

But like what it is of a durable kind; 
Aye, lasting as life, for I utter no fib here, 

Nor shall your kind gift from my keeping 
depart; 

'I'll stow it,' as Jack says, 'beneath my fifth 
rib here,' 

And there will I wear it-next door to my 
heart." 

Mr. Anderton always wore it on his breast 
on festive occasions. In the above address 
Mr. Anderton" incidentally," says Mr. Grubb 
his biographer, "takes the opportunity to 
teach the people a great lesson. First, that 
there is nothing shameful in honest poverty; 
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and secondly, that a poor ma.n need not dis
grace himself by becoming a sycophant. How 
grandly he estimates the purity of motive 
in the givers-he is poor, aud cannot return 
the gift in kind; hence there is no ground for 
suspicion." 

To be able to thoroughly appreciate the 
life and labours of Henry Anderton and the 
other early advocates of teetotalism, it must 
be borne in mind that they were unpaid 
labourers. The word "advocate" in those days 
did not denote what the word signifies at 
present. Then it applied to all who main
tained the doctrine of total abstinence; for 
the advocacy of teetotali ·m had not become a 
trade or profession. In this general sense there 
were many in every district who advocated 
the claims of teetotalism, but even in its re
stricted sense there were no men who earned 
their livelihood by the advocacy of total absti
nence principles. The Lancashire, aye the 
whole of the north cou11try advocates, gave 
their time, spent their own money, and a.t their 
own risk, ancl often without invitation, entered 
towns and villages, made their speeches, and 
scattered their tracts by the way. For a long 
time they nursed and kept alive what they 
had created at home and in other places. The 
teetotal societies of 1834-38 were not created 
for the support of the advocates, but for the 
cause; the advocates were not created by the 
societies, bnt they ma.de and established the 
societies. Neither was there any unmerited 
preference given. As Mr. E. Grubb says: 
"The motive power to mi chief was excluded 
from their de. ign. Every one, from the least 
unto the greatest, was ready for his work, 
according to his ability. Those whose talents 
gave them the highest place in public esteem 
made no sport of their humbler brethren. 
Preston did not derive its men, any more 
than its means, from other places; it bad 
a man for every kind of work, and fit for 
home or foreign service." So it might justly be 
satd of Liverpool, Manchester, Bolton, Leeds, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and other centres of tee
total enterprise throughout the country. As 
long as the societies had the work in their 
own hands, and maintained separate and inde
pendent action, there were no agency arrange
ments in existence; and consequently neither 
Anderton, Teare, nor any of the Preston men 
were agents or advocates in the ense in which 
these terms are now understood. When these 
men went out as advocates of teetotalism, 

they went, as did Joseph Bormond, George 
Dodds, James Rewcastle, George Charlton, 
and otl: er men still farther north, prepared 
to accept such homely fare, and such accommo
dation as the people they visited were able 
and willing to give, and sometimes endured 
great hardships, as we shall have to relate ill 
due course. 

Amongst the early friends of the temper
ance ea.use in Rochdale was MR. OLIVER 
ORMEROD, who, after hearing W. Cruikshank, 
"the Dundee carter," in York in 1831, arranged 
with him to come and a ;,ist in the formation 
of the Rochdale Temperance Society. Mr. 
Ormerod was well acquainted with the early 
heroes of temperance, Dr. Edgar of Belfast, 
Mr. Joseph Livesey, and Mr. Henry Ander
ton of Preston, aud also with Mr. John 
Dunlop of Greenock, and others. He accon1-
panie<l Mr. John Bright to the village near 
Rochdale, where that distinguished statesman 
made his first temperance speech, and in 1847 
he was chairman a.t a meeting held in the 
Public Hall, Rochdale, when Mr.Jacob Bright 
and fr. John Dunlop of Greenock delivered 
addresses in favour of the total abstinence 
movement. Mr. Dunlop at that time was 
engaged in obtaining signatures to the medical 
declaration in favour of temperance principles, 
for which he and his fellow-labourers secured 
the signatures of about 2000 physicians and 
surgeons. 

For over twenty years few men were better 
known in Rochdale than a reformed drunken 
tailor named JoHN MOFFATT, a native of 
Scotland. It is said that it was at the manse, 
where in the course of his busiuess he was a 
frequent visitor, John received his first lessons 
in drinking; the glass of "fine old whisky 
and jelly" being always handed to him by 
the minister. At the age of eighteen he 
removed to Manchester, and there became 
a member of a Christian church. For a time 
be seemed to be in a prosperous position, but 
the love of whisky got the mastery over him. 
He began to visit the public-house,;, and be
came a member of the Oddfellows' Friendly 
Society. Being a tolerably good reader the 
publican gave him drink free, in order that 
be might frequent the house and read the 
newspapers aloud to his customers. This led 
to his becoming a drunkard. He took to the 
life of a tramp, while his wife and children 
had to go to the workhouse. He was at 
length induced to sign the total abstinence 
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pledge, and afterwards became very active 
iu promoting the cause ; frequently accom
panying Mr. John Bright, who was then a 
young and earnest temperance reformer, in his 
journeys to address temperance meetings in 
the villages around Rochdale. Mr. Bright 
afterwards employed John Moffatt in the 
Anti-Corn-Law League agitation. D uring his 
latter years Mr. Moffatt was keeper of the 
Town Hall in Rochdale, and died suddenly 
in December, 1860, at the age of sixty years. 

SAMUEL JACKSON, of Ashton-under-Lyne, 
joined a temperance (moderation) society in 
1825, but in 1835 be joined the teetotallers, 
and remained to the last a devoted a11d un
tiring worker in all branches of the cause. 
He died, August 30th, 1880, at the age of 
sixty-eight years. 

JOSEPH BRADSHAW was born at Bolton in 
the year 1819. His parents were handloom 
weavers, and he commenced work at a very 
early age, afterwards serving an apprentice
ship to Mr. William Greenhalgh, master 
3omer. In 1837 he signed the pledge at a 
meeting held in the old Theatre and Concert 
Hall, Mawdsley Street, over which Mr. Ed
ward Grubb presided, the speakers being 
several of the original Preston teetotallers. 
After working as a journeyman joiner for 
many years for Mr. J. Marsden, he was pro
moted to the position of cashier and salesman, 
and served Messrs. Slater, bleachers, in a 
similar capacity. On the appointment of Mr. 
J. H . Raper as parliamentary agent to the 
Alliance, Mr. Brad haw was elected president 
of the Bolton Band of Hope Union, and he 
holds important offices in connection with St. 
George's Cougregational Church, &c. 

On both sides of the Atlantic, and in some 
parts of the continent of Europe, during the 
years 1835 and 1836, the tempera11ce refor
mation was apparently making rapid progress, 
and its friends were fondly dreaming that 
the work they were doing would accomplish 
the object con tern plated. The Americans 
rejoiced at the success of the British and 
Foreign Temperance Society, which seemed 
to emulate their zeal, and was gaining the 
support of the noble and wealthy. The once 
despised Temperance Society was now patro- . 
nized and supported by crowned heads, 
priuces, nobles, bishops, and other church 
dignitaries, while philanthropists and states
men were at the head of some of the branch 
societies, the enrolled membership being 

something wonderful; nevertheless there was 
an immense amount of drunkenness remain
ing. To some th is was a.n enigma., a mystery 
beyond their powers of comprehension. The 
problem was being solved in a way they little 
imagined, for while the officials of the old 
societies were basking in apparent prosperity 
an entirely new departure was being made; 
events were transpiring in the North of Eng
land, the knowledge of wh ich very soon dis
turbed their equanimity, and led them to 
look at the matter in quite another light. 
The success of the teetotallers during the 
years 1834-35 seemed to indicate the ner.es
sity for a change in the principles and policy 
of the British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, and the advisability of taking still 
higher ground, viz.: the adoption and ad
vocacy of total abstinence from all intoxi
cating liquors whether fermented or distilled . 
This the officials of the society, whose head
quarters were in London, unhappily had no 
inclination for, but on the contrary, resolutely 
did all they could to oppose and discournge 
the promotion of what they chose to charac
terize as "a new and dangerous doctrine," 
which the Lancashire "fanatics" had foolishly 
denominated by the absurd and unmeaning 
title of "teetotalism." They wonld not give 
a hearing to its advocates, mnch less lend 
them any aid or support. The executive 
committee were continually r eceiving com
munications and memorials upon the total 
abstinence question, and many of their north
ern auxiliaries had adopted the new pledge 
as an additional one, but the parent society 
persistently refused to entertain it, and main
tained that "the original pledge was quite 
sufficient for the exigency of the evil opposed, 
and competent to accomplish the object all 
temperance societies had in view." In the 
latter part of the year 1835, the Rev. Owen 
Clarke, who had been the local agent for the 
Bath district, was engaged as a travelling 
agent of the society, and he had no sympathy 
with teetotalism. 

In December, 1835, several unsuccessful 
attempts were made to effect an arrangement 
between the British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, and those societies in Yorkshire, &c., 
which had adopted the teetotal pledge; but 
the propositions of the Moderation Society, 
as the former was now commonly termed, 
were such as to compel the Wilsden and 
other societies to decide to withdraw from 
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the British and Foreign Tempera.nee Society, 
and become affiliated with the British Tem
perance Association. 

In a manifesto issned by the Liverpool 
Temperance Society in April, 1836, the follow
ing declaration is made:-

"It is evidently clear, that however pure 
and honest, however jnst and honourable 
were the notions and actions of tbe members 
of the temperance societies already formed, 
that the end of such societies would never 
be gained while moderators and total ab
stainers were confounded together, and so 
long as such an ill-starred nnion existed 
there would be an unceasing jarring of in
terests and consequent distrust among the 
members." 

Later on in the same year, a letter appeared 
in the Liverpool Temperance Advocate (Octo
ber 26th. 1836), which reads thus:-

" Srn,-It may be best to inform your readers 
who have no knowledge of me, that I am, and 
have for a long time been a member of the British 
and Foreign Temperance Society, and have exerted 
myself to the utmost, publicly and privately, in 
the advocacy of its claim . 

"No annual report is to be published this year, 
which never was neglected since its establishment. 
'l'he magazine is falling off in circulation, and the 
cause generally is in a bad state, in the .country as 
in the town, so that if something be not shortly 
done, if some spirited individuals do not take the 
matter up, the British and ForeiO'n Temperance 
Society must inevitably and finally fall. The 
following are three of the main causes: (1) The 
want of unanimity amoug the committee them
selves; (2) the want of well-qualified agents to 
plead the cause of the society, and promote its 
interests; (3) the allowing of our public meetings, 
and by consequence the society itself, to be identi
fied with teetotallers. 

"Then our meetings are addressed almost entirely 
by t eetotallers, who fail not on all occasions to 
rail most violently and crabbedly at the British 
and Foreign Temperance Society, and attack those 
who support it, thereby causing great disgust and 
often disturbance. 'l'he principal speakers at the 
last Uay meetings at Exeter Hall were t eetotallers, 
and there was no one upheld the society they had 
met to support. The very agents in their lectures 
and speeches, and private discour e about the 
metropolis, are in the constant habit of recom
mending the teetotal pledge as superior to the 
British and Foreign Teruperance Society, and 
even speak point blank against the society which 
pays them to talk. 

"CHARLES \VESLEY THOll!AS." 

This letter shows very clearly that the 
fee ling of the temperance community was 
in favour of total abstinence, ancl against 
what was termed moderation, but the writer 
of the above letter omitted one very impor
tant fact, namely, the violent opposition of 
the executive of the British and Foreign Tem
perance Society against teetotalism. Amongst 
other efforts they published a four-page tract 
entitled "The Claims of the Society and Total 
Abstinence Societies Cornpm·ed," and one of 
twelve pages entitled "Temperance and not 
Abstinence the Rnle of Christian Duty." 

At the close of 1835, both the Herald and 
.Advocate ceased to exist, and in .January, 
1836, the first number of the Temperance 
Penny ]J/agazine appeared, to which Mr. 
Thomas refers. 

The truth was making head way, for the re
sults of totalabsti nence were so satisfactory that 
earnest minded men and women began to see 
that true temperance meant "total abstinence." 

Tbe late Mr. Thomas Beaumont, M .R.C.S., 
of Bradford, who was an earnest worker in 
the cause up to his death, gave this testi
mony:-

" The history of the tern perance society in 
this town and neighbourhood is full of instruc
tion, for here the first moderation society was 
formed, and here there was no want of zeal, 
talent, or piety in the working of that system, 
and yet in £ve years we dicl not succeed in 
reforming one solitary drunkard." 

Tbe late fr. George Brown, of Halifax, 
another able a11d efficient worker, said:-

"In 1832 we formed a temperance society 
on the moderation principle; the effects were 
scarcely visible, for no lrunlrnrds were re
claimed and not many reduced their daily 
consumption of wine or porter." 

The Rev. Dr. John Edgar, the father and 
apostle of the old moderation societies, made 
the following declaration:-

"We haveseen,as plainly as light can show it, 
that all plans which we have hitherto adopted 
for putting an end to intemperance have been 
to a melancholy extent unavailing. They have 
applied only a portion of that mean8 which 
the Gospel prescribes, and have not sufficiently 
strengthened precept by example. They have 
said to the drunkard, we will wean you off 
by degrees from your intemperate habits; and 
thus with the best intentions they have con
tributed to the drunkard's doom. They have 
said to the temperate, we will allow you to 
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drink moderately without inquiring into the 
nature of the drink employed; and thus they 
have contributed to support and patronize th e 
school in which drunkards are trained. They 
have unconsciously conducted the temperate 
man forward through all the stages of free 
drinking till he is temperate no more; then 
they have sat down on the graves of the dea.d 
whom they have deceived, and cried, like the 
prophet, in the bitterness of una \'ailing grief, 
'Alas! my brother!"' (Burn e's Teetotaller's 
Companion, p. 324.) 

So powerful was the influence and strength 
of t eetotalism in Liverpool in 1836, that the 
liquor interest became alarmed and formed a 
society of their own, entitled the "Anti-Tem
perance Society." The inaugural meeting was 
held in the Queen's Theatre, Christian Street, 
in September, 1836,at which about 300 persons 
were present, including about twenty-five 
females and two or three t eetotallers, who pur
chased tickets to enable them to be present 
to report the proceedings, which commenced 
with a dinner. Early in the evening the lad ies 
were obliged to retire in consequence of the 
drunkenness and disorder of many of the 
members, and the report of the proceedings 
pl'evented the holding of another meeting. A 
newspaper entitled 1'/ie Anti- Teetotaller was 
published, but like the ociety it had a very 
brief existence. At a meeting of the trade Mr. 
Bryden said that c: men who were in affluence 
in Liverpool a few years ago were now in 
poverty and distress. There were houses in 
the trade the r ent of which were £40 or £50 
a year that did not take fifty shillings a week." 
This was towards the close of 1836, when the 
teetotal societies were in a flourishin g condi
tion, there being nu rn erous branch meetings 
in various parts of the town. 

The Order of R echabit.es had made rapid 
progress in the country, and Liverpool had 
severnl prosperous tents. The first hitch in 
the Order was caused by one of the branches 
desiring to admit non-teetotallers and to fine 
those who broke the pledge; but the executive 
council stood firm and insisted upon the rules 
being kept intact. This led to a secession, and 
the formation of the Order of Samaritaus. 
The :first moveable committee of the Inde
pendent Order of Rechabites was held at 
Stockport, Cheshire, December 26th, 1836, 
when forty-one tents were represented and 
the districts were arranged. In 1837 and 
1838 the order spread rapidly and extended 

its operations to Scotland, where it played an 
important part in the sacramental wine agita
tion. 

On the 2d of J anuary, 1837, the members 
of the Liverpool, Birkenhead, Ormskirk, and 
Prescot Temperance Societies walked in pro
cession through the streets of the town, and 
the L iverpool Times (January 3d, 1837) says:-

"They passed over the Exchange area, where 
we had an opportuuity of seeing them and 
judging of their appearance, whieh was very 
creditable, the members of the society (princi
pally of the working-classes) being all neat, 
clean, well dressed, and r espectable in t heir 
demeanour. Amongst the gentlemen who 
headed the procession were Mr. Lawrence 
H eyworth, Mr. J ohn Cropper, and Mr. John 
Finch. The company took tea in the evening 
in the Music Hall, where the cup which 
cheers but does not inebriate passed pleasantly 
round." 

The quarterly meeting of the Liverpool 
Total Abstinence Society was held in the 
Music Hall, Bold Street, on January 30th, 
1837, when Mr. Garrett presiJed. The report 
presented showed that the whole town had 
been divided into sixteen districts, and visitors, 
&c., appointed. The re1 ort states:-

" W e have in Liverpool 1800 adult members 
and about 300 youths; in our country branches 
about 250. But the good done is not to be 
estimated by the numbers that actually join 
us; the opinions and feelings of ociety in 
general are rapidly changing in our fayour; 
many foolish drinking custom are dimini hed 
or discontinued; many among th e ·wealthy 
classes are acting on our principles; and some 
of the minister1:i of religion have joined the 
ranks of total abstainers; though, because '"e 
do not introduce sectarian worship, singing 
and reading, or party politics at our meetings, 
many professors and ministers of religion 
charge us with deism, atheism, and infidelity. 
Whilst we deny the charge we rejoice to see 
that many of th e different sects have taken up 
the cause, and formed congregational absti
nence societies, and we are willing to bear the 
reproach cast upon us so that we can but stir 
them up to love and good works. . . . We 
greatly regret that our brethren of all the 
different religious denominations cannot be 
induced to lay aside their little sectarian diffe
rences and unite heart and hand with us in a 
work which would find sufficient employment 
for all; and we must say that we believe there 
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is more of genuine Christianity in going to 
seek and save those who are lost than is to be 
found in all the creeds of all the sects in 
Liverpool. That there is a division among the 
teetotallers of Liverpool is not our fault; we 
hold out the right hand of fellowship, and are 
willing to unite with all who will consent to 
carry on these societies upou the principle of 
self-government and non-interference with the 
civil and religious liberty of the members." 

The report then goes on to show that meet
ings were held iu R.oe Street on Monday even
ings (open to the public); on Tuesday even
ing, a meeting of advocates and others, for 
discussion and mutual instruction; a puulic 
meeting ou W eduesday evening, a meeting of 
the Youths' Society on Thursday, and also a 
meeting of adults in Stanhope Street School
room; on Friday evening, a meeting in Mount 
Pleasant; an open-air meeting at seven o'clock 
on Sunday morning; and, also, on Sunday 
morning, visitation of members and drunkards. 
Iu additiou to these meetings, others were 
held at Lisca.nl on Tuesday evening; a fort
nightly meeting at Wool ton; Thursday even
ings at Y..l allasey and Wavertree, and the 
society had invitations from N eston, Beving
ton, Garston, Halewood, and Aintree to form 
new societies. The financial statement showed 
that tbe amount expended was £26 ls. 3~d., 
and the subscriptions and collections £20 13s. 
9d., but before the report was printed a dona
tion of £5 was received. During the course 
of the proceedings the officers were elected 
aud several re olutions passed, the third being 
as follows :-

"That this society, from past experience, 
still highly approves of the exclusion of party 
politics and sectarian opinions from their 
meetings and speeches, and recommend its 
continuance." 

In moving this resolution, Mr. John Finch 
made a speech on the folly of sectarianism, 
part of which appeared to be misunderstood, 
therefore he determined to publish it sepa
rately, and afterwards sent a series of letters 
on this subject to the Liverpool Albion. 

At a meeting of the committee of the Liver
pool Total Abstinence Society, held on the 
14th of February, 1837, the following declara
tion was adopted, and ordered to be printed 
anu published:-

"LIVERPOOL TEMPERANCE SocIETY. -The 
society has never recognized, and can never 
recognize, the injurious and uu8criptural idea, 

that reformation from, or the avoidance of, 
one form of vice, is equivalent to a change of 
heart; n. temperate man is not necessarily a. 
religious man, yet he is more likely to become 
so than is the victim of intemperance; aud 
this society is peculiarly entitled to the coun
tenance and support of all true Christians on 
this very ground, that, whilst it directly tends 
to prevent one cause of apostasy, it tends also 
to bring those under the sound of the Gospel, 
anfl, by the Divine blessing, disposes them to 
receive it who otherwise might have perished 
in their sins. Viewing the society in this 
light, not as furnishing a substitute for, but 
as auxiliary to religion, the committee have 
uniformly endeavoured, on all public occasio11s, 
to secnre the acknowledgment of the Divine 
bles ing as essential to all its success, and of 
the inspiring Word of God as furnishing at 
once the groundwork and the guide of their 
proceedings.-J OIIN CROPPER, Ju R. (Chair
man), Liverpool, February 14, 1837." 

In his Autobiog1·aphy (Glasgow, 1872, pp. 
184, 185), the R.ev. John Bowes tells the fol
lowing story:-" The temperance societies (in 
Liverpool) were about to hold their annnal 
festival when a deputation waited upon me 
to ask me to preside. My objection was that 
there might be some little nourishment in ale, 
porter, and wine, and as the society's pledge 
condemned all these, our principles were at 
variance, and if the speakers should say any
thing contrary to my views, I might express 
my sentiments. They said I was already very 
near them, that I took so little, and that they 
would be glad if I would preside, and would 
give me every latitude, even to oppose them 
if I should see any reason. I consented. The 
meeting was large. Edward Holmes was an 
early speaker-a young married man with 
two children. He addressed the meeting with 
a cheerful countenance, but sometimes with 
weeping eyes, in, as nearly as I can recollect, 
the following terms: When I and my wife 
got married we had a little money, but it was 
going fast, as I drank, not so much as some, 
but too much. One night I was passing the 
chapel when there was a total abstinence 
meeting. The speakers convinced me that I 
was wrong. I signed the pledge. When I 
got home I said to my wife, 'What dos't 
think?' 'I don't know.' 'I've signed tee
total.' 'Thou'll keep it till morning.' It 
was then too late to go out and get any more 
drink. I went up stairs half drunk as I was, 
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kneeled down, and if ever I prayed earnestly 
to God for anything in my life, I prayed that 
God would help me to keep it. I knew I 
could not keep it myself. About a fortnight 
after I was passing the chapel again . It was 
a sermon. I thought as I got good before I 
might again . The preacher was showiug that 
sinners, great sinner:>, might be saved since 
Jesus died for the chief of sinners. I got 
hope, believed in Christ, and found peace. 

. When I was converted there was not one of 
our large family in the way to heaven, and 
now there are sixteen of us, and nearly all 
here to-day.' " 

This and other speeches convinced Mr. 
..i:;owes that the Temperance Society was ac
complishing objects upon which be bad set 
his heart, and he resolved to join them, and 
signed the pledge till Christmas. It was a 
common thing in those days for persons to 
sign for a giveu period, say a month, three 
months, one year, &c. This meeting, Mr. 
Bowes says, was held July 19th, 1837; but 
two days afterwards he joined the general 
society without any limitation, and "never 
regretted it." He also affirms that his col
league, Rev. Robert Aitken, A.M., was a bit
ter opponent of teetotalism, and used some 
very strong language in denouncing it. 

Afterwards Mr. Aitken became a clergy
man in the Ch urch of E ngland, and settled 
at St. Just, Cornwall, where, as the following 
extract shows, he was working in the cause:
"I was at St. Ju ' t, in Cornwall, a week ago, 
and found that the Rev. Robert Aitken (of 
great notoriety) wa then advocating teetotal
ism from his pulpit on the Sunday, calling 
the public-houses 'the refuge of hell,' and had 
introduced teetotal pledge books into the 
various classes to obtain the signatures of the 
members. Though Mr. Aitken is a Church 
of England clergyman, yet he has cla ses for 
his members like the W esleyans. He said 
be had tried teetotalism for four months, aud 
found that he could do as well or better with
out the drink than with it, and he believed 
that the teetotallers were on the right side" 
( Co1·nwall and Devon T emperance Jonrnal, 
lTebruary, 1857). 

In 1836 Mr. Joseph Livesey, of Preston, 
gave utterance to the following remarks on 
the unsectarian character of temperance meet
ings:-

" Behold how good and pleasant a thing it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity. 

This is best effected among temperance people 
by cultivating that kindness and charity which 
Christianity inculcates, and avoiding every 
religious peculiarity which is likely to give 
offence to others. If men of all creeds are 
invited to join, we should avoid doing injury 
to the feeliugs of any by putting forward 
notions in which it is well known they cannot 
agree. In all mixed societies introducing 
prayer into the meeting is sure to give offence ; 
and singing should al ways be confined to 
temperance songs." 

Mr. Livesey thoroughly agreed with the 
establishment of denominational temperance 
societies, or societies in connection with places 
of worship, and contended that every Chris
tian church should itself be a temperance 
society, but be objected to make temperance 
meetings into semi-religious or sectarian meet
meetings. 

His way of putting the case is as follows:
"The principle upon which persons have 

hitherto entered temperance societies is this: 
that all sects ancl parties are equal, and that 
no 1·eligious peculiarities should be introduced 
into the tracts or the meetings. Our society 
in Preston, and all others, so far as I aru 
acquainted with them, have a rule expressly 
to this effect. 

"Supposing a thousand persons join together 
upon this distinct understanding, what person 
or what number of persons has any right to 
set that rule at defiance by introducing any 
peculiarity, either in the shape of prayer, 
singing, or in his addresses? If one person 
has a right to introduce his form, another has 
the same right, and it is not difficult to per
ceive the contention and confusion that would 
necessarily ensue. A member of the Society 
of Friends has as much right to demand 
silence as the Primitive Methodist has to call 
for a ranting hymn; the Churchman for one 
of his forrns of prayer, or the Catholic for his 
mass, as the Independent an extempore prayer; 
the Armenian for his universal ,qrace, as the 
Calvinist for his more restricted views; and 
the Unitarian for bis notions of Christianity, 
as well as those who claim to be orthodox . 
Indeed, temperance would be in great danger 
of becoming a secondary matter, every parti
san wishing to press forward his own peculi
arities, or to counteract the attempts of other 
in doing so " (Preston Temperance Advocate, 
1836, pp. 50-57). 

Because of these views some persons at-
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tempted to injure teetotalism and to slander 
Mr. Livesey, by insinuating that he was 
almost an infidel, and an advocate for prayer
less, godless temperance; but those who knew 
him best ·promptly and snccessfnlly refuted 
these charges and proved quite the contrary. 

The second annual festival of the Welsh 
total abstinence societies in Liverpool was held 
at Pall Mall Chapel, March 8, 1837, when 
Mr. John Hughes presided, and addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. William Williams, 
of the Tabernacle; Rev. Richard Williams, 
Calvinistic Methodist; Rev. H. Jones, Wes
leyan; W. Roberts, Baptist; and others. The 
report showed that seven societies had been 
formed during the year in connection with the 
different chapels in the town, and two on the 
Cheshire side of the river. The number of 
members had increased from 122 in 1836 to 
1272, made up as follows:-Rose Place, 354; 
Pall Mall,218; Bedford Street, 147; Oil Street, 
62; Birkenhead, 21 ; Seacom be, 34; Benns 
Gardens, 125; Tabernacle, 271; Greenland 
Street, 30; Stanhope Street, 10; tota.l, 1272. 

A teetotal magazine, printed in Welsh, and 
entitled Y Dirwestydd, was published (monthly) 
in Liverpool during this year. 

That the temperance movement was making 
very rapid progress during this year is evident 
from the followin g reports:-

"We are rapidly progressing in Liverpool: 
Bold Street Society, 70 per week; Roe Street, 
60; Catholic Society, 70; Church of England, 
80. April 1837. 

"The Catholic Temperance Society numbers 
2600, exclusive of youths; two meetings in 
their school-rooms weekly, their priests fre
quently presided. Mr. Fitzsimmons, secretary. 
April, 1837. 

"Liverpool is the metropolis of teetotalism." 
(Preston Temperance Advocate, 1837.) 

The unmarried of both sexes entered into an 
arrangement to "boycott " all non-teetotallers 
by signing the followin g pledges:-

"I do voluntarily promise that I will not 
receive the addresses of any man who will not 
sign the abstinence pledge." 

"I do voluntarily promise that I will not 
pay my addresses to any female who will not 
sign the temperance pledge." 

Some faithfully adhered to these pledges 
and married total abstainers, their children 
also being life teetotallers. 

The annual festival of the Liverpool total 
abstinence societies commenced on Monday, 

July l 7th, 1837, by meetings in the Music 
Hall, Bold Street, in the Roe Street a.nd Clare 
Street Rooms; and on Tuesday meetings in 
Hanover Chapel, in Roe Street, and Great 
Howard Street. On Wednesday the members 
of the various societies assembled in William
son and Clayton Squares, at ten o'clock, and 
ma.rched in procession through the town, and 
dispersed at the New Haymarket. Public 
meetings were held in the evening in Roe 
Street, Clare Street, and the Welsh Chapel, 
Bedford Street South. On Thursday a public 
meeting in the Amphitheatre was presided 
over by Mr. Lawrence Heyworth. It being 
election time, two of the candidates for the 
borough-Messrs. William Ewart and Howard 
Elphinstone-attended. The vast building 
was crowded in every part by people of every 
class, all anxious to hear the polished eloquence 
of Professor Green bank, the earnest appeals 
of Spencer, the homely wit and broad humour 
of J oho Hockings, and the enrapturing elo
quence of Edward Grubb. The doings of the 
teetotallers were talked about on 'Change, and, 
unasked, Mr. William Brown sent a donation 
of £10. In addition to the speakers already 
named, were Mr. R. G. White of Dublin, 
William Pollard of Manchester, Mr. McAllis
ter of Leeds, Mr. Thomas Swindlehurst of 
Preston, Rev.John Bowes, and Mrs. Hamilton. 
On Friday evening another meeting was held 
in the .Amphitheatre, when Mr. Ja.rues Spence 
presided. In the course of his address at this 
meeting Mr. John Finch said: 

"If this festival was a proud and gratifying 
sight to any man, it must be so to him, for 
not more than two years ago he stood alone 
advocating the cause of total abstinence in 
Liverpool, with all the supporters and mem
bers of the moderation temperance societies 
opposed to him. (Hear, hear.) And now what 
did he behold 1 He believed there were not 
fewer than 20,000 members of the Total 
Abstinence Society at this moment in Liver
pool" (Liverpool .lffercury, July 28, 1837, 
p. 237). 

These were the times of prosperity and suc
cess; some of the most abandoned drunkards 
in the town were reformed; and circumstances 
seemed to favour the rapid spread of t eetotal
ism, for more than 600 persons joined the 
society at this festival. 

In .August, 1837, Captain Henry Hudson 
of Liverpool commanded the first temperance 
ship which sailed out of the port of Liverpool. 
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On his arrival at Montreal, the friends of 
temperance presented him with a beautiful 
silver medal in honour of the event. 

On Fridriy, March 27th, 1837, Mr. James 
Teare took part in the annual festival of the 
Preston Temperance Society (which held mon
ster meetings in the theatre during the whole 
of that week). Mr. Teare gave the audience 
"details of his mission in London, Birming
ham, Bristol, and other parts of the country for 
the past twelve months." Shortly afterwards 
he again set out from Preston on another lectur
ing tour, during the course of which he visited 
various parts of Staffordshire, Warwickshire, 
\Vorcestershire, Somersetsbire, and North 
Wales, where he had large meetings, strong 
opposition, and most extraordinary success; 
societies were formed on the true principle, 
and hundreds ceased touseintoxicatingliquor . 
Mr. Teare, being an acceptable preacher, was 
often invited to occupy the pulpits of the 
Independents, Baptists, Wesleyan and other 
Methodist Churches. 

The Accrington Temperance Society was 
established January 3d, 1835, and was worked 
exactly on the "Preston lines," that is, its 
main object was total abstinence; but the 
moderation pledge was also used, until deter
mined action was taken by the other Lanca
shire societies, and then it was teetotalism only. 
In 1837 a teetotal festival was held at Accring
ton, when 308 persons signed the pledge. It 
was favoured with the presence of some of the 
Preston heroes, and the society was periodi
cally visited by Messrs. Joseph Livesey, James 
Teare, Edward Grubb, Dr. R. B. Grindrod, 
Thomas Whittaker, F. R. Lees, Joseph Bor
mond, and other leading advocates of true 
temperance. A discussion class, drum and 
fife band, and other aids were used to further 
the interests of the cause and impart life and 
energy to the work of the society (British 
Temperance Advocate, 1885, p. 135). 

On the 24th of December, 1837, a building 
was transformed into and utilized as a tem
perance ball, at Burnley, Lancashire, which 
-with the exception of a temporary wooden 
structure raised by voluntary labour at Gar
stang, Lancashire, and opened November 24th, 
1834, and christened by Mr. James Teare 
"The Temperance Lighthouse "-was in all 
probability the first temperance hall in Eng
land. The Bradford Temperance Hall, built 
during the year 1837, and opened February 
27th, 1838, was, however, the first hall built 

specially for and devoted to the cause as a bona 
fide tern perance hall. 

On February 12th, 1838, a public temper· 
ance meeting was held in the Music Hall, 
Bold Street, Liverpool, when about 1600 per
sons were present. Alderman Blain presided, 
and Mr. M'Kenna and others addressed the 
meeting, at the close of which 103 persons 
signed the pledge. At this date there were 
more than twenty temperance meetings held 
every week, and between 500 and 600 pledges 
were taken weekly. The total number of 
teetotallers in Liverpool was computed to be 
over 27,000 ('Pemperance Intelligencer, Feb
ruary 24th, 1838). 

The first annual report of the Liverpool 
Roman Catholic Total Abstinence Association 
stated that the society started into existence 
with only two members in January, 1837, and 
in the beginning of March, 1838, numbered 
1792 -1592 adults and 200 youths. The 
visiting system had been productive of the 
greatest good, and a number of the members 
subscribed one penny per week, by which 
means the society had been preserved from 
debt (Temperance Intelligencer, March lOth, 
1838). 

In 1836 the late MR. THOMAS OLLIS of 
Liverpool signed the total abstinence pledge, 
and became an active worker in the cause. 
Through his exertions the Rev. Fielding Onld, 
incumbent of Christ Church, Hunter Street, 
Liverpool, became a total abstainer early in 
1838. 

The annual festival of the Liverpool total 
abstinence societies was celebrated during the 
race week, commencing Monda.y, July 16th, 
1838, by public meetings in the Music Hall, 
Bold Street; in Roe Street, in Moorfields, and 
St. Patrick's School-room. On Tuesday meet
ings were held in Cropper Street, Hanover 
Chapel School-room, Mill Street, Circus Street, 
Brunswick School-room, Moss Street, and in 
Clare Street. On Wednesday the members of 
the various societies assembled in the old 
infirmary yard, and at half-past ten proceeded 
to march in the following order of proces
sion:-

CHESTER RECHABITE BAND. 

Large Banner. 
Youths' Branch of the Catholic Society. 

Several Banners. 
Members of the Parent Committee. 

I SLE OF MAN RECHABI'l'E BAND. 

The Independent Order of Rechabites. 



WORK OF THE LANCASHIRE SOCIETIES. 31 

The D.H.C.R. of the Order with his Supporters. 
The Zion Tent. 

The Star Tent, preceded by Two Golden Stars. 
Victoria Tent, with two Golden Doves, the olive 

branch in their mouths. 
The Hope Tent (Chester). 

J OLLIFJ<'E'S B AND. 

Two poles surmounted each with a loaf. 
Roe Street Society. 

Ladies' Branch, profusely adorned with medals, 
ribbons, and favours. 

Edmund Street Society. 
Banners. 

LIVERPOOL TEE'l'O'l'AL BAND. 

Two large Banners. 
Liverpool Teetotal Benefit Society. 

Large Banner-Samson carrying the gates of Gaza. 
Birkenhead Branch. 

Banner. 
Lime Street Benefit Society. 

Splendid Banner. 
Jordan Street Benefit Society. 

Banner-Christ and the Woman of Samaria. 
CATHOLIC BAND. 

Catholic Society. 
The Sailors' Society. 

Welsh Society. 
Splendid Banner with an open Bible. 

Church of England Youths' Branch Society. 
Banner, Mitre, Crown, and Bible. 

You•rHs' BAND. 

Church of England General Society 

About 3000 persons walked in the proce -
sion, and paraded the streets, &c., for six 
hours. On reaching the comer of Naylor 
Street-where an unfortunate man name<l 
Halligan, who had been drinking for several 
hours, was killed by one of his drunken com
panions on the Saturday evening week preced
ing the festival-the bands played the" Dead 
March in Saul" in reference to an event show
ing so forcibly the dreadful effects of drunken
uess. The procession then continued its way 
along Vanxhall Road, Great Crosshall Street, 
Byrom Street, and Old Haymarket to Queen 
Square, where it broke up. In the evening 
tea-parties were held in various parts of the 
town, followed by entertainments or public 
meetings, one of which was held in the open 
air opposite the Lime Street Railway-station. 

The largest and most important meeting 
was held in the Music Hall, Bold Street, 
when Mr. W. Kaye presided, and addresses 
were delivered by Mr. Edward Grubb, of 
Preston; Rev. F. Beardsall, Manchester; Mr. 
Kain, of the Isle of Man; Mr. Lawrence 

H eyworth and Mr. James Spence, Li ,·er
pool; Mr. Robert Guest White and Mr. 
Smith, of Dublin; and several reformed 
drunkards. On Thursday evening a concen
trated meeting of the various societies was 
held in the Royal Amphitheatre, Great Char
lotte Street, which was handsomely decorated 
for the occasion with flags, banners, mottoes, 
&c. The tern perance band was station eel in 
the orchestra, and played at intervals during 
the evening. A charge was made for admis
sion, and the house was tolerably well filled, 
the boxes beiug occupied by ladies. Mr. 
Thomas Freme presided, and addresses were 
delivered by Mr. M'Kenna, Mr. Fitzsimmons, 
Rev. F. Beardsall, Mr. Edward Grubb, Mr. 
T. K. Green bank, Mr. R. Holker, Mr. W. 
Kaye, and others. A second meeting was held 
in the Amphitheatre on Friday evening, when 
Mr. Lawrence Heyworth presided, and ad
dresses were delivered by a number of re
formed drunkards and other local friends of 
the cause. During the course of the proceed
ings the preliminaries for a puhlic discussion 
at a future date between Mr. E. Grubb and 
Mr. ,James Ackland were agreed upon. 

A weekly temperance meeting was held iu 
that part of Liverpool known as Windsor, viz. 
at the top of Parliament Street; but it was 
frequently interrupted by a number of men 
sent out drunk from a neighbouring brewery. 
The opposition, however, had the effect of 
drawing a larger number of teetotallers to 
the meeting, and a house-to-house visitation 
throughout the entire neighbourhood w<is 
adopted, with most remarkable results. At 
one of these meetings a landlord named 
Thompsou came forward and signed the 
pledge, stating that they had got all his cus
tomers to join and he would join too. After 
he had signed the abstainers marched to his 
house, took down the bills out of his windows, 
next bought bis stock and carried it to the 
Parliament Fields, where they destroyed it. 
The house was then converted into a temper
ance hotel. 

Amongst the numerous societies taking 
part in the great festival of 1838, was the 
Liverpool Church of England Total Absti
nence Society, with its youths' branch. As 
this was one of the earliest Church of Eng
land t0tal abstinence societies in the coun
try, we give the following particulars taken 
from the members' pledge card belonging to 
the late Mr. George Whitehead, a chimney-
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sweeper, who by sobriety and industry attained 
a respectable position. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND TOTAL 
ABSTINENCE SOCIETY. 

Established llth November, 1837. 

Abstain from all appearance of evil (l Thes. v. 22). 

I solemnly promise to abstain from all kinds of 
intoxicating drinks, such as rum, gin, brandy, whisky, 
wine, ale, porter, beer, cyder, spirituous cordials, &c., 
except used medicinally, or in a religious ordinance; 
not to give or offer them, either directly or indi
r ectly to others, and to discountenance the causes 
and practices of intemperance. 

May 8th, 1838.-This is to certify that GEORGE 
'VHITEHEAD, the bearer hereof, is a member of the 
above society. 

W. Howard, President. 
John Ball, Secretary. 

Mr. Whitehead was for many years an 
ardent worker, especially in connection with 
the Independent Order of Good Templars, 
being district-deputy for South-west Lanca
shire. He died after a very short illness, Oct. 
lst, 1887, aged sixty-three years. 

Amongst the speakers at the Liverpool tem
perance festival in 1836 was a Manchester 
and Warrington flatman, commonly known as 
CAPTAIN BAILEY, who amused the audience 
with a number of interesting particulars of 
his own career as a drunkard and also as an 
abstainer. He stated that when be gave up 
bis drunken career and became a teetotaller 
he was determined to make a complete job of 
it, so he took the opportunity one day when 
he was alone in his cabin to wash off all the 
filth of drunkenness. He stripped and washed 
himself from head to foot, he then took a dose 
of physic, to purge, as he said, the corruption 
of drunkenness out of him. But this did not 
fully satisfy him; be felt anxious to get rid of 
bis drunken blood, so he applied to a surgeon 
and requested him to bleed him almost to 
death. The surgeon expressed his astonishment 
at such a request, and asked for the captain's 
reasons. Upon which Mr. Bailey said that 
when he was going to take a good cargo into 
his vessel he cleaned out the hold; and as he 
was going to take in a cargo of good teetotal 
blood, he wished to have the drunken blood 
taken away to make room for it (Liverpool 
T empemnce Advocate, 1836). 

At the tea-party of the Catholic Total Ab
stinence Society, held in St. Patrick's School-

room, Park Place, Toxtetb, the Rev. Father 
Wilcock presided, and a very handsome silver 
medal was presented to the secretary, which 
bore the following inscription :-" Presented 
to Mr. James M'Kenna by the Roman Ca
tholic Total Abstinence Association of Liver
pool, as a mark of their esteem for his talents 
and exertions, July 18, 1838" (Livmpool 
.Mercury, July 20th, 1838, p. 230). 

The Temperance Intelligence1· for August, 
1838, says:-" The cause is working well here, 
we have added no fewer than 600 each week 
since our public procession. On the day of 
the procession a merchant sent his servant 
after us with a letter containing £20. But 
the most interesting part was, that several 
hundred reclaimed drunkards walked with us, 
'clothed and in their right mind.'" 

In September, 1838, Mr. Thomas Whit
taker spent a week in Liverpool, and had 
crowded meetings. I n his report to the Pres
ton Temperance Advocate he says of Liver
pool : "They certainly are first in the temper
ance reform as far as members and meetings 
are concerned." 

The public discussion between Mr. E. Grubb 
and Mr. James Ackland took place at the 
Royal Amphitheatre on Thursday, August 16, 
1838, when Mr. John Cropper was elected 
chairman. The subject was, "Whether total 
abstinence from intoxicating drinks was in
dispensably necessary to the cure and preven
tion of intemperance.'' Mr. Grubb took the 
affirmative and Mr. Ackland the negative. 
Mr. Ackland opened the debate, and after 
each of the speakers had addressed the audi
ence four times the question was put to the 
vote, and almost unanimously carried in 
favour of total abstinence, only about a dozen 
hands being held up on the opposite side, the 
result being hailed with prolonged and enthu
siastic cheering. Mr. Ackland acknowledged 
bis defeat, and promised to sign the pledge at 
the meeting to be held in the same place on 
the following evening. Such was the excite
ment at the time that, in addition to the 
theatre being filled to its utmost capacity, the 
streets in the neighbourhood were crowded 
by the vast number of people who could not 
gain admittance to the theatre. There was a 
charge for admittance, and the net proceeds, 
as arranged, were to be equally divided be
twixt two public institntions named by the 
parties. Nearly 2000 signatures to the pledge 
were obtained. The meeting on Friday evening 
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was not anything like so large as it was 
on the night of the discussion. Not only was 
the excitement considerably abated by th e 
result, but a Seaman's Total Abstinence So
ciety was being formed the same evening, 
aud during the early part of the proceedings 
many of the temperance friends were engaged 
in this laudable undertaking. Mr. Thomas 
Freme presided over the Amphitheatre meet
ing, and addresses were delivered by Mr. 
William Howarth, of Preston; Captain Geber, 
commander of the New York Packet; Mr. 
Edward Grubb, and Mr. James Ackland. 
Mr. Ackland acknowledged that be bad been 
convinced by the irresistible arguments of his 
eloquent opponent, Mr. Grubb, and in the 
presence of the audience signed the total 
abstinence pledge Lefore he resumed his seat 
on the platform (Liverpool Mercw·.1J, 1838, 
p. 267). Previous to coming to Liverpool Mr. 
Ackland had been in Bristol, where he started 
a co-operative bread concern, and was the 
proprietor aud editor of a sa.tirical newspape1·, 
entitled the Bristolian News. ·whilst in Liver
pool he was editor of the Liverpool Politician, 
aud afterwards, in partnership with a young 
man, a printer, started a temperance periodi
cal entitled the Liverpool Teetotal '1.'irn es, 
which was probably the first stamped teetotal 
publication in England. He also projected 
and advocated the idea of a ship canal from 
Liverpool to Manchester. Mr. Ackland was 
for some time employed as a lecturer and 
advocate for the continuance of the corn
laws, and strongly opposed the Auti-Corn
Law League. 

In the early part of September the ann u~l 
licensing sessions were held, and there were 
several hundreds of applications for new 
licenses. The magistrates divided the town 
into districts, and, in pairs, visited each dis
trict for the purpose of making personal 
inquiries as to the wants of the neighbour
hood from which applications for licenses 
proceeded. The result of these inquiries, 
which were diligently prosecuted, was that 
only about forty new licenses were granted 
(Liverpool Albion, September 18th, 1838). 

Speaking as to the cost of maintaining the 
many drink- hops of Liverpool in 1838, the 
L iverpool P liilanthropist stated that there 
were within the new borough of Liverpool 
about 1300 licensed victualling houses and 
about 800 beer-shops. The average rent of 
public- houses was about £50 per annum, 
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rates and taxes about £10 per annum more. 
To maintain the families and pay wages and 
maintenance of servants would cost about 
£70 each house ; making an aggregate cost 
for the support of each house of £130, or a 
total of £169,000 to be paid from the profits 
on the sale of intoxicating liquors, which at 
the rate of 33 per cent, as profit, would 
amount to £500,000 per annum spent in 
liquors to raise the sum uamed. 

The rent of 800 beer-shops at an average 
of £18 per annum, and the rates, taxes, and 
partial support of the family at £30 each, 
gives a total charge of £48 per house, or the 
sum of £38,400. This also, taken at the 
rate of 33 per cent, would require a sale of 
£115,000 per annum. Thus, to maintain 
these 2190 houses, a sum of not less than 
£600,000 must be spent in liquors. 

The writer adds: "It is not easy to estimate 
the proportion of this sum paid by the labour
ing classes; but they certainly support the 
beer-shops, aud we may take half the public
houses as supported by them. We have thus 
a sum of £350,000 per annum as spent by 
the labouring classes on intoxicating liquors. 
This amount is more than double the whole 
rent this class pays in Liverpool. The cottage 
property is now rated at £150,000; add for 
small houses, cellars, &c., £20,000, and we 
have only £170,000, less than half what is 
uselessly, madly spent in drink. The poor 
will remain poor, and the sufferings of the 
mi erable must increase while these things 
exist. When will churchmen a.et like church
men 1 when will men act like rational beings?" 

On Tuesday, December 27th, 1838, a meet
ing was held in the Music Hall, Bold Street, 
Liverpool, for the purpose of presenting to 
Mr. Edward Grubb a memorial of the re
spect and esteem of his brother teetotallers, 
and their admiration of his powerful and 
successful advocacy of their principles. The 
audience was numerous, and Mr. J. Spence 
occupied the chair. The presentation con
sisted of a gold watch valued at £35, which 
bore a suitable inscription (Liverpool Times, 
December, 1838). 

On the 15th of January, 1839, the first 
number of the B1·it1'sh Temperance Advocate 
and Journal-successor to Livesey's Preston 
Temperance Advocate-was issued and pub
lished at Douglas, Isle of }ifan, which at this 
time enjoyed the privilege of a free news
paper post to the United Kingdom, and was 

20 
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in many respects most highly favoured in its 
press privileges. Taking advantage of these 
special privileges, several publications were 
printed and published on the island, and 
urnler the editorship of Dr. F. R. Lees, of 
Leeds, the Temperance Advocate had its offices 
at Douglas. The price of the Advocate was 
l~d. for twelve pages, or with a supplemeut 
2~d. per copy. It was supported by sub
scriptions, each subscriber having a certain 
number of copies, proportionate to the amount 
of his subscription, and the papers were sent 
to such persons as the subscriber chose to 
name. The average circulation was about 
13,000 copies. 

Speaking of the difference between the 
original ardent spirit pledge societies and 
those practising total abstinence, ir. John 
Cropper, of Liverpool, said: "We found in 
Liverpool, after working the old society for 
some time, that little good resulted: we could 
point to few instances of permanent good. It 
was no difficult thing for men to abstain from 
spirits; t hey could still go to the tavern and 
eujoy their company and their ale; and those 
who were reformed then were so by practis
ing the new plan-entire abstinence. Now 
we have thousauds who observe entire ab
stinence, and the results are in many in
stances delightful" (Temperance I ntelligencer, 
February 23cl, 1839). 

At a meetiug of the licensed victuallers, 
helJ at the Crown ancl Anchor Tavern, 
London, in March, 1839, Mr. Bryden of 
Liverpool said: "He could assure them that, 
though they saw there deputies from twenty
four or twenty-five of the largest towns in 
the country, it was not their riches brought 
them there, but their poverty, to seek that 
redress from the legislature which ought to 
have been granted long ago. Men who were 
in affluence in Liverpool a few years ago were 
now in poverty ancl distress. There were 
houses in their trade in Liverpool, the rent 
of which was £40 or £50 a year, that did not 
take 50s. a week. This he attributed to the 
operations of the Sale of Beer Act." 

The British and Foreign Temperance Jour
nal (March, 1839) reporting the above, re
marked: "It is, however, generally believed 
that the alleged poverty of the licensed vic
tuallers of Liverpool is to be attributed not 

to the operations of the Sale of Beer Act, 
but to the triumph of temperance principles.'' 

At mid-day, June 26th, 1839, a public 
meeting couvened by the mayor, in com
pliance with a requisition presented by Mr. 
Lawrence Heyworth, Messrs. Spence, Pear
son, and Jobson, as a deputation from the 
parent committee of the Liverpool Total 
Abstinence Society, was held in the Sessions 
House, Chapel Street, :Liverpool, the mayor 
in the chair, for the purpose of allowing the 
Rev. H. Heisland from America, Dr. Bur
rows, several captains, and others, to show 
the loss of human life and other evils which 
arise from the use of ardent spirits on boarJ 
of vessels. The court-house was well filled, 
but few of the captains expected were able to 
attend, therefore others bad to occupy the 
platform. Addresses were delivered by the 
Rev. H. Heisland from America, Dr. J effrys 
of London, Hev. Mr. Holgate of Orrell, near 
Wiga,n, Mr. Thomas Freme, Dr. Burrows, 
Mr. Lawrence Heywortb, and others. In the 
course of his address the Rev. H. Heisland 
stated that-

" Formerly, at New Orleans, the ea.men 
were almost iuvariably shipped in such a 
state as to be iucapable of any duty during 
Lhe time in which a steamboat took a ship 
iuto the Gulf of Mexico, and that after 
getting into the gulf many vessels had been 
lost from this cause. He was convinced that 
even- tenths of the acci<leuts and losses at 
ea were occasioned by drunkenness. The 

merchants, shipowners, and und erwriters of 
New Orleans and other ports of the United 
States, had come to the conclusion to sail 
their ships without any particle of intoxi
cating drink aboard, except a little ·as medi
cine. It was the same at New York and 
other parts of the United Statei;i, and the 
consequence was that their ships went and 
returned safe, in peace and good order. The 
insurance companies at New York had deter
mined to return five per cent of the net 
profits on all insurances effected on ships 
that sailed without spirits on .board; and the 
consequence was that the men went out sober, 
and retumed sober, many of the captains 
refusing to take sailors who were not total 
abstainers on board" (Liverpool Mercury, 
June 28, 1839, p. 210). 



CHAPTER XIX. 

TEETOTALISM IN THE SOUTH AND SOUTH-WEST OF ENGI_iAND. 

The Temperance Movement in Hastings-Stephen Putland, J.P.-Richard Beagley-Rev. George Verrall
British and Foreign Temperance Society Auxiliary at Brighton-Medical Declarations-Rev. James 
Edwards-Brighton Total Abstinence Society-Brighton Society for the Suppression of Intemperance
Friends' Association-Brighton New Association-United Temperance Association-Henry Saunders-
William West-Samuel Rigg-Southampton Temperance Society-H. J. Pitts-Joseph Leach-Joseph 
Clark, J.P.-William Mears-John Brown-W. C. Westlake, J.P.-Exeter Temperance Society
Tavistock and Torrington-Rev. Henry Gibson-Robert E. Fox-William Drayton-Rev. W. B. White
head , Prebendary of Wells-.Joseph Payne-Rev. Walter Scott, M.A.-Rev. Carus W. Wilson-John 
Sands of Mid Kent-Thomas Cramp of East Grinstead-Ebenezer William and Thomas Neck of Rothcr
hithe--Poole 'l'otal Abstinence Society-H.ev. Peter William Jolliffe, M.A.-George Curtis-Edward 
Neave of Gillingham-Rev. Henry ioule of Fordington-Right Rev. John Sutton Ullerton-J. J. Norton 
of Poole-Edward Cornelius of Tavistock-Rev. John Moss-Rev. John Pyer of Devonport-John Lynn, 
Chief Constable-George Rice of Torquay-James Teare and the Plymouth Temperance Society
George Jameson-A. P. Balkwill-Edmund Fry- Mrs. Paull-Mrs. l\lary Tombs-Henry Horswell
R. E. Serpell, J.P.-C. A. Windeatt-David I'Callum, Bodmin Temperance Society-Henry Mudge, 
M.D.-Mrs. Mudge-J. W. Coombe-St. Ives Teetotal Society-Cornwall Teetotal Association-Mission 
Work by Mr. James Taarc-Joha Power- John Thoma£-John Thorne of 'Natchet-Richard Veale of 
St. Austell-The Elliott Family of Liskeard-Falmouth Total Abstinence Society--Joseph Earle- W. 
M'Dowell-Julius Palmer-F. Carne-F. H. Earle, S. and Fox-Falmouth Teetotcil Advocate-Fal
mouth Teetotal Bazaar-William Docton of St. Ives-James Eddy of St. Ives, &c.-John Irwin of 
Morthoe, &c. 

The temperance movement in Hastings 
found a staunch friend and supporter in 
STEPHEN PuTL.A.ND, J.P., who was an ab
stainer for forty years. He was so much 
esteemed that during the course of bis usefu l 
life be hehl every office iu the church to which 
he belonged, aod also mo t of the official posi
tions in the borough. He died on the 28th 
January, 18 0, at the age of seventy-four 
years. 

RICH.A.RD BEAGLEY, familiarly known as 
"Uncle Beagley," was a native of East Tisted, 
and as a young man was a schoolmaster there. 
He formed an acquaintanceship with Mr. 
Joseph Butler, and they agreed to co-operate 
and open a stationery busine s in Liverpool, 
but after two years they returned to Hastings, 
where they continued in business until about 
1875, when the partnership was dissolved, and 
Mr. Beagley, in company with Mr. Phillip H. 
Tree, opened an office as house and estate 
agents in St. Leonards. Mr. Beagley being 
an earnest laborious temperance worker gave 
his attention to the formation of adult and 
juvenile temperance societies in St. Leonards, 
and agitated for the erection of a temperance 
hall. A committee was formed for the pur
pose with Mr. Be<1gley as secretary, and ulti-

mately the St. Leonards Temperance Hall 
and Vv orking Men's Institute was an accom
plished fact, mainly through the exertions of 
the secretary, who was "the soul of the com
mittee." The result was the reclamation of 
many drunkards, and the preservation of 
others, who looked upon Mr. Beagley as the 
"father of the temperance cause in St. Leon
arcls." He was a man who was ever in the 
forefront of the battle, and identified himself 
with every phase of the movement he thought 
likely to promote the interests of the cause. 
"No matter what form the agitation took it 
found in him a friend. A teetotaller, a mem
ber of the United Kingdom Alliance, a Good 
Templar, a member of the Church of England 
Teruperance Society, a supporter of the Sun
day Closing Association, a warm friend of the 
London Temperance Hospital; in each and 
every capacity he was diligent in effort and 
liberal in purse." 

He was more a worker than a speaker, but 
when occasion served he was prepared to take 
the platform, and his last public speech at 
Sil verhill, J auuary l 7tb, 1887, was a rerna1·k
able one. He died on the 27th of May, 1887, 
at the age of sixty-eight years. 

The REV. GEORGE V ERR.ALL, Congregational 
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minister of Bromley, Kent, was for many 
years a deeply attached friend of the temper
ance reformation. He died on the 11 th of 
September, 1880, at the age of eighty-three 
years. 

On the 11 th July, 1832, an auxiliary to the 
British and Foreign Temperance Society was 
formed at Brighton, under very distinguished 
patronage, the Earl of Chichester, Earl of 
Egmont, Sir Thomas Blomefield, and others, 
taking part in the proceedings, or contributing 
to the funds, &c. A medical certificate in 
favour of abstinence from ardent spirits was 
signed by eleven physicians (including Sir M. 
T. Tierney, Bart., M.D., the royal physician) 
and thirty-one surgeons, comprising all the 
medical officers of the county hospital, of the 
dispensaries, and the parish surgeons. 

In 1837, through the efforts of the Rev. 
James Edwards, another medical certificate, 
in advance of the former, inasmuch as it 
applied to "strong fermented liquors," was 
signed by eight physicians and eleven other 
medical men. 

In April, 1838, the Brighton Total Abstin
ence Society reported the number of signa
tures to the pledge as 1079, and the consistent 
members at 650, with about forty reclaimed 
drunkards. Another report stated: "We have 
from 500 to 800 at each of our weekly meet
ings, aud ou every occasion from thirty to fifty 
sign. A number of fishermen and their wives 
have signed. Some reformed drunkards have 
a weekly meeting for prayer among them
selves, and are ornaments to our society." 

Had this state of things continued, and the 
people been empowered to prohibit the liquor 
traffic, Brighton might have been the "queen 
of watering-places," a true and safe place for 
pleasure-seekers, but, alas! 'tis not so. 

Perhaps no place in Britain has been more 
favourably ircumstanced than Brighton in 
r espect to temperance effort. For years it 
had both the men and the money, and its 
agents were amongst the truest and most de
voted advocates in the country. After ~he 
Brighton Temperance Society died out, it was 
succeeded by the Brighton Society for the 
Suppression of Intemperance, and on the 
3lst of December, 1844, a" Brighton's Friends' 
Association for diffusing Information on the 
Principle of Total Abstinence from Intoxicat
ing Drinks" was established, with Messrs. 
R. P atching, jnnr., and John Hilton,junr. (now 
of London Alliance Auxiliary), as joint secre-

taries. During the seven years of its opera
tions this society did much good. Under its 
auspices Dr. R. B. Grindrod delivered a course 
of medical temperance lectures which were 
very successful. In October, 1849, the society 
changed its name, and became the Brighton 
Temperance Society, and employed Mr. John 
Ripley (now known as the Continental Tour
ist, &c.) as their agent. He was succeeded by 
Mr. John Hilton, who was followed by Mr. 
Thomas Irving White, Mr. William Gregson, 
and others. 

In 1854 a " New Association'' was formed, 
and Mr. Frederick Atkin was employed for 
about three years and a half as its mis
sionary. 

In 1860 the "New Association" and tlie 
"Young Men's Association" amalgamated 
under the title of the "Brighton United Tem
perance Association," and at that time there 
were in active operation the following tem
perance organizatious :-The Old Temperance 
Society, meeting in the Temperance Hall, 
Carlton Street; The United Temperance As
sociation, Temperauce Hall, Windsor Street; 
The Temperance and Permissive Bill As o
ciation; The Alliance Electoral As. ociation; 
Tempera.nee Co-operative Stores, Queeu's 
Gardens; St. Margaret's Temperance Society; 
and numerous Bands of Hope, &c. Amongst 
the most prominent and active supporters of 
the movement were the H.ev. John Babington, 
M.A., canon of Peterborough; Rev. E. Clay, 
M.A., Episcopal; Rev. Mr. M'Laren, Scotch 
Church; Rev. J. H. Figgis, M.A., Rev. R. V. 
Pryce, M.A., and Rev. Ed win Paxton Hood, 
Independent. The Rev. E. Clay was in
strumental in founding the St. Margaret's 
Parochial Temperance Society and Band of 
Hope, and induced many fishermen to be
come abstainers. Up to the close of 1862, a 
savings-bank established amongst them had 
received deposits amounting to £400. Me srs. 
E. :F'ry, 0. A. Fox, John Hilton, J. Noble, J.P., 
R. Penney, W. Hill, aud Mrs. Fison, with the 
ministers named, were the most active tem
perance leaders in 1862. 

Despite all these agencies the influence of 
the liquor traffic was powerful and malignant, 
and the ternptations to drink abounded on 
every hand. It is said that the clerk's room 
in the old bank in Steine Lane being con
ve1ted into a gin-shop, which was shaded by 
a high house opposite, induced the land lord 
to adopt the word "Shades" as the name oi 
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his h1ouse, and this business proving very 
lucrat;ive, others adopted the word, and thus 
we h~ave many drinking "shades" in the 
countn·y_ 

HEJNRY SAUNDERS of Brighton signed the 
pledgffi in the 19th of February, 1837, after 
hearirng Mr. James Teare on his first visit to 
Bri 0 h ton, and lived to see the jubilee year of 
his to•tal abstinence, being in the mea.ntime an 
active! e~ rnest worker, in sympa.thy with and 
a suplPorter of the United Kingdom Alliance, 
the v;arious leagues, and the Good Ternplar 
Order, &c. He filled many public offices in 
the tc wn, and was much honoured and re
spected. He died on the 16th May, 1888, in 
his ei«:rhty-first year. 

WILLIAM WEST was for many years a tem
peran•ce worker in South London, but during 
his later years resided at Brighton, and died 
on true 16th of February, 1880, at the ad
vance•d age of eighty-four years. 

SAMUEL RrnG, a member of the Society of 
Friends for forty years a successful solicitor, 
was ru. zealous advocate and supporter of the 
temperance cause, and for some time the 
hono red president of the Canterbury Tem
perance Society. After retiring from his pro
fes iom he spent the last thirty years of his 
lon0 life in efforts to do good. He died at 
Bayswater, on the 20th September, 1860, at 
the advanced age of ninety-one years. By his 
will l e left donations to eleven schools and to 
four temperance societies. 

On the 11 th of October, 1835, the South
am pt n Temperance (not total abstinence) 
Society was instituted, and amongst its early 
members were three or four men who soon 
saw the necessity for entire or total absti
nence., and early in 1836 they began to work 
in favour of teetotalism only. Foremost of 
the band was H. J. PITTS, who early in 1836 
bec:ran to distribute copies of Livesey's Preston 
Temperance Advocate, and other teetotal lite
rature, far and wide, and by personal visita
tion and conversation prepared the way for 
the e:x:cl usi ve use of the teetotal pledge. In a 
letter to the Advocate (July 25th, 1836), Mr. 
Pitts says :-

' The moderation, or rather botheration, 
society here is dying of a rapid consumption. 
At the last monthly meeting not one of the 
seeretaries-for there are three-were there. 
One of the members said to me, ' I shall pro
pose that this meeting do adjourn to this 
night six months, and that the teetotallers 

take their place.' We did so. Oh! sir, how 
can they go on with such a miserable system 
to keep men on the verge of such an awful 
precipice? Teetotalism gives a man wings to 
fly, a tongue to speak, feet to walk, eyes to 
see, in a word it gives liberty to breathe. 
Who can describe the blessings of teetotal
ism? " (Preston 'l'ernperance .Advocate, 1836, 
p. 39). 

JOSEPH LEACH was another of the teetotal 
pioneers of Southampton, and a.n earnest faith
ful worker up to the time of his death. He 
was an acceptable local preacher for twenty
eight years amongst the Wesleyan Methodist 
New Connexion, and preached his last sermon 
in the Wesleyan Chapel, Shirley, on Sunday, 
April 20th, 1870, and died on the following 
Wednesday morning at the age of fifty-nine 
years. 

JOSEPH CLARK was born in Southampton, 
February 9th, 1794. In the year 1811 he 
became a member of the Society of Friends, 
to the principles of which he was devotediy 
attached. He was a strong opponent of sla
very in every form, a member of the Peace 
Society, and a true friend of the temperance 
cause for about thirty-six years. He departed 
this life on the 15th December, 1872, at the 
age of seventy-eight years. Mr. Jabez In
wards, in his Mem01ials of rPemperance Workers, 
p. 96, speaking of Mr. Clark, says: "His 
venerable father, at an advanced age, took a 
deep interest in the temperance cause, and 
was, I believe, the first in the town to sign 
the pledge; and the good and worthy son fol
lowed in the footsteps of his noble and vener
able sire." 

MR. WILLIAM MEARS, a native of South
ampton, was one of the early members of the 
old Southampton Temperance Society, and 
bravely bore the brunt of the contnruely and 
insult heaped upon the early adherents, and 
for forty-five years no intoxicating ljquors 
ever to bis knowledge crossed his threshold. 
He was the conductor of the Kingsland Band 
of Hope (the first in the town) for over thirty 
years. In 1860 he was presented with a 
desk in recognition of his labours; and on his 
retirement from the snperintendency in April, 
1881, he was presented with hi portrait accom
panied with an illuminated address. He then 
took the superintendency of the East Street 
Band of Hope. He was also a local preacher 
and class leader in the Wesleyan body, and it 
is stated that during the long period of forty-
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tive years be was never kno\vu to fail to keep 
his engagement, and he was wont to remark 
that in the fulfilment of these engagem13nts he 
bad walked a distance equal to twice round 
the world. Mr. Mears was a member of the 
United Kingdom Alliance from the start, and 
assisted Lienteuant Morrison iu 1870 to estab
lish the Good Templar Order in Southampton, 
the first lodge being named the "Dawn of 
Hope." Although an ardeut Liberal he always 
held thataliquor prohibitionist had the highest 
claim to his parliamentary vote. In 1887 his 
health began to fail, and towards Christmas 
it was evident that he was gradually sinking. 
He died January 16th, 1888, being within a 
week of completing his seventy-third year 
(Alliance News, January 25th, 1886, p. 66). 

A humble but zealous member of the com
mittee of the Southampton society was MR. 
Joirn BROWN of Millbrook, who, in a severe 
illness, was recommended by hjs medical man 
to take brandy and water, but refused to 
taste it, saying that he preferred to die sober. 
He did so on the 7th of October, 1857, at the 
age of seventy-two years. 

MR. W. C. WESTLAKE, J.P., Southampton, 
was not one of the oldest friends of the cause 
in the town, although a well-known philan
thropist, and a friend of education and other 
means of social and moral elevation. Urged 
by the fervid enthusiasm of Canon Basil 
Wilberforce, he signed the pledge, 1875, and 
joined the St. Mary's Brauch of the Church 
of England Temperance Society. From that 
time he became a warm and enthusiastic 
friend and advocate of temperance principles. 
When the Blue Ribbon Crusade began at 
Southampton, he was among the first to pin 
the "bit of blue" to his coat. He was a warm 
supporter of the various local charities and 
institutions, and took special interest in the 
welfare of the policemen, postmen, cabmen, 
the aged, the young, and the infirm, the vari
ous hospitals, homes, &c., finding in him a 
liberal supporter and an active worker. He 
died on the 2lst of November, 1887, aged 
sixty-five years. 

The first temperance society in Exeter was 
formed in 1834, and in 1835 a member of the 
society visited a relative in Birmingham, 
through whom he was enabled to bring back 
to Exeter several copies of the Preston Tempe1·
ance Advocate, one of which contained a report 
of the week's festival of the Preston society, 
held in the theatre. The reading of this 

report led to the adoption of total abstinence 
by Mr. Stephen Cudlip of Exeter, and even
tually the Exeter society became a purely 
total abstinence society (History of Teetotal
ism in Devonshire, 1841, p. 82). 

At Tavistock and Torrington the more 
advanced principle was promoted by the cir
culation of copies of Mr. Joseph Livesey's 
"Malt Lecture" in 1837, and jn the following 
January the Torrington Total Abstinence 
Society was established (Ibid. p. 134). 

The REV. HENRY GrnsoN, rector of Fyfield, 
Essex, succeeded his father in 1833, and 
officiated for fifty-three years, during which 
time he took an active interest in the welfare 
of his church and parishioners. He soon saw 
the foll force and value of total abstinence, 
and became well known as a hearty advocate 
of temperance principles, his advice and help 
being eagerly sought for by the societies in 
the district. He was author of several interest
ing ecclesiastical works, and preached on Good 
Friday, 1886, retiring to bed in apparent health, 
but died during the night of heart disease at 
the age of seventy-six years. 

MR. ROBERT E. Fox of Exeter took an 
active part in the promulgation of temperance 
principles in and around this city, aud died 
August 27th, 1872, at the age of seventy-nine 
years. 

MR. WILLIAM DRAYTON, bookseller of 
Exeter, was for about forty years an earnest 
friend and worker in the cause. He died De
cember 2lst, 1879, aged sixty-one years. 

The REv. W. B. WHITEHEAD, prebendary 
of Wells, rural dean, vicar of Chard, and 
a magistrate for the county of Somerset, was 
one of the early friends and supporters of the 
temperance cause, and "always showed a 
lively zeal in promoting its interests. Mr. 
Whitehead usually presided over the public 
meetiugs of the Temperance Society in the 
Town Hall. His long experience as a magis
trate, and his pastoral visits amongst the 
poor, gave him many opportunities of witnes
sing the sad effects of strong drink, and the 
drinking usages of society, of which he would 
often speak with the deepest emotion" (Cou
ling's History of Temperance, p. 363). 

After a long illness Prebendary Whitehead 
died August 22d, 1853. 

Many have been the deliverances on the 
drink question by judges on the bench, who 
would take occasion to animadvert upon cer
tain horrible details of criminal cases heard 
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by them, in which strong drink was the chief 
factor or main cause of the crime. Unhappily 
many of these deliverances have been dis
counted by the knowledge that on retiring 
from the court the self-same judges have in
rlulged freely in wine, &c. Years ago there 
were exceptions, even amongst the judges in 
England-one of these being J osEPH PAYNE, 
deputy - assistant judge of the Middlesex 
Sessions. He was a personal abstainer, and 
a most homely, familiar, witty, and interest
ing speaker on the temperance platform. He 
d ierl suddenly at West Hill, Highgate, March, 
1870, in the seventy-third year of his age. 

The REv. WALTER ScoTT, M.A., was for 
some years president of Airedale Theological 
College, Bradford, Yorkshire, and for many 
years to the close of his life a consistent teeto
taller. Becoming enfeebled by age, he re
signed his professorship, and took the pasto
rate of a small church at Ventnor, in the Isle 
of Wight. He was the author of several 
important works, including a vobme of Con
gregational L ectures on the Existence of Evil 
Spirits. He died in September, 1859, at the 
age of eighty years. 

REV. CAR US W. WILSON was a clergyman 
of the Church of England, who was best known 
in the temperance world for his devotion to 
this question amongst our British soldiers. 
He held correspondence with the army in 
every part of the world, and in supplying it 
with religious literature he always took care 
to mix it with good temperance tracts. He 
held the living of Ventnor, Isle of Wight, 
devoting much of his time to the garrison 
of Portsmouth. He died December 30th, 
1859. 

Amongst the veteran temperance reformers 
of Mid Kent was JOHN SANDS of East Peck
ham, who signed the teetotal pledge in 1840, 
being then about forty-six years of age. In 
his own humble way he became a zealous and 
laborious worker, and in 1884, when ninety 
years of age, he walked four miles to speak at 
a Good Templar's meeting in honour of Mr. 
Joseph Li vesey's birthday. 

He was born on the 15th of March, 1794, 
and occupied a humble station. He was an 
earnest Christian worker and a great reader. 
Re occasionally pnt his thoughts into rhyme, 
and the Temperance Worker for July, 1885, 
contains one of his poems on " The Bible and 
Strong Drink," which affords proof of his 
close study of the sacred volume. In his 

ninety-second year Mr. Graham of Maidstone 
found him hale and hearty. 

THOMAS CRAMP was born at Lewes, Sussex, 
on the 2lst of April, 1810. His father was 
a veterinary surgeon of that town. In 1825 
Thomas was apprenticed to Mr. Palmer, book
seller, stationer, and "royal quill-pen mauu
facturer," postmaster, &c., of Brighton. An 
interesting story is told of this postmaster 
and quill-pen maker. One day, in the early 
part of the present century, a carriage stopped 
at the posting-house in Lewes, opposite to 
Mr. Palmer's shop, and a gentleman alighted, 
who on seeing the post - office entered and 
asked for pen and paper, &c., to write a letter. 
Having completed his letter he said, "This is 
a nice pen. Where did you get them?" "I 
make them," replied Mr. Palmer. The gentle
man asked if he would make him some aud 
send them to London, adding, "I am the post
master-general." A parcel was sent-another 
order was given-the pens were introduced 
to the king, who sent &n order for a supply; 
so did others of the royal family, and soon 
Palmer's pens became popular. 

Mr. Palmer had a large family, and all bis 
sons were set to work pen-cutting, aud in a 
short time some dozen persons were steadily 
employed in this branch of the business. 

Soon after Mr. Cramp had entered the 
business his master died, when his brother 
Mr. W. Palmer of Ea t Grinstead took the 
stock, and invited the young apprentice to go 
with him to East Grin tead. He consented, 
and was treated as one of the family. 

In 1839 Mr. W. Palmer retired from the 
business, and was succeeded by his nephew, 
T. J. Palmer. Mr. Cramp became manager 
of the pen business, and was the London 
traveller for about ten years. 

About 1850 the steel pen gained the 
ascendency, and quill-pens were superseded . 
When about twenty years of age Mr. Cramp 
commenced his Christian life, and in 1832 
became an active Sunday-school teacher. On 
the 25th of June, 1837, he became a total 
abstainer, and on his teetotal birthday, June 
25th, 1841, married Miss J ane Pretty, the 
daughter of a Wesleyan minister, who like 
himself had been a teetotaller for four years. 
Their wedding was conducted throughout on 
strictly teetotal principles. The bridegroom, 
who from an early period was a rhymster, 
composed the following lines, which werP 
adopted as their family pledge:-
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"However others choose to act 
Towards our temperance cause, 

We'll hail its bles ings to our home, 
And strictly keep its laws. 

" We will not TOUCH the drunkard's drink, 
But close our lips to all; 

Reject the foe in every form, 
Lest we should TASTE and fall. 

"We will not GrvE the drunkard's drink 
Our friends to entertain; 

But act the more consistent part, 
And teach them to abstain. 

"We will not Buy the drunkard's drink, 
Nor KEEP it where we dwell; 

'Tis dear-'tis dangerous and 'tis death
It hurries crowd to hell. 

"0 that our Christian friends would make 
One simultaneous stand, 

To execrate the drunkard's drink, 
And drive it from our land!" 

These lines were set to suitable music, and 
used at temperance meetings. They will be 
found in the National Temperance Hymnal, 
edited by the late Rev. John Compston, and 
published by G. H . Graham, Maidstone. 

It is stated that Mr. Cramp was the first 
total abstainer in East Grinstead, and that on 
his securing a few recruits "a fierce and 
violent opposition broke out-all classes, good 
and bad, set themselves against the new
fangled system. One minister preached a 
sermon against it. The chapel was crowded. 
Some at the close of the service retired to an 
inn, where it was proposed to present the 
pastor with a dozen of wine, but this was not 
done. Mr. Cramp was suspended from the 
church, and removed from the post of super
intendent of the S unday-school, and was in
sulted in the streets." 

Despite all this he held on, and in 1850 
started a Band of Hope, which he conducted 
for thirty-seven years. Under his manage
ment twenty-six annual excursions to the sea
side were successfully carried out, the first 
having 600 passengers, and in later years the 
numbers have been about 1600. 

In 1839 Mr. Cramp was present at the great 
meeting in Exeter Hall, when the battle of 
tfie pledges was fiercely fought, after which he 
walked home-a distance of thirty-two miles 
-walking all night. He was also a delegate 
to the "World's Temperance Convention" in 
London in 1846, being present at the whole of 
the four days' proceedings. Again in 1862 he 
was a delegate to the "International Temper-

ance and Prohibition Convention" in London. 
He has lectured and given addresses in nearly 
all the halls, schools, &c., iu and around East 
Grinstead for many miles. As a caterer for 
Bands of Hope, &c., Mr. Cramp used his pen 
with ad vantage, and wrote numerous reci
tations, dialognes, poems, &c. &c., and con
ducted a penny bank for about twenty-four 
years, in which upwards of £6000 was de
posited by between two and three thousand 
depositors. 

In 1843 he started the first institute in the 
town, and was secretary to that and those 
that followed until the Jubilee Institute was 
erected, on the committee of which he became 
a member. 

He was the promoter of the gas-works, and 
was secretary for twenty-five years, retiring 
when the water-works were added, when he 
took a place on the board of directors. He 
was also an active member of the Burial 
Board, on the committee of the Dispensary 
and the Cottage Hospital, and a director of 
the Public Hall Company, secretary to the 
Bible Society, and a manager of the old 
Savings-bank. 

In 1855 he was appointed high bailiff to 
the East Grinstead County Court, and held 
the office up to 1890. "There are few high 
bailiffs probably who have exercised more 
leniency · in carrying out the court orders. 
Rarely has he to proceed to sale or to have 
a debtor conveyed to prison, and yet few have 
had to complain of their warrants being un
successful. On being complained of for not 
having a debtor arrested promptly, he ex
plained to the judge why he bad waited, add
ing, 'I like to mix a little gospel with the 
law.' In his walks he usually takes a supply 
of tracts and children's books for distribution. 
By advice, timely caution, and interces ion 
he bas saved many an unfortunate one, and 
many a home from being broken up." 

"In 1887 Mr. Cramp's Temperance Jubilee 
was celebrated in the Public Hall, which was 
profusely decorated for the occasion. A large 
company was present. The proceedings con
sisted of music, singing, and speeches, but the 
chief item of the evening was the presentation 
to Mr. Cramp of a beautifully written address 
in an elegant frame, and a portrait-the gift of 
the temperance committee. He also received 
from the Sunday-school teachers a handsome 
album; and from the officials and children of 
the Union an ornamental water-jug." 
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On the 2lst of April, 1890, a public tea and 
meeting was helcl in the Victoria Hall, in 
honour of Mr. Cramp's eightieth bi:i'thday, 
when Mr. T. C. Thomson, J.P., presided, 
and addresses were delivered by the Revs. J. 
Bainton, D. Y. Blakeston, vicar; J. J. Brooker, 
Meek ancl Fisher, and Messrs. J. R. Pearless, 
vV. H . Steer, E. Steer, Jenks, Perkins, and 
Mr. Cramp. A subscription was started to 
place an illuminated clock in front of the 
Jubilee Institute, to permanently commemo
rate the event then celebrated. (Condensed 
from the Temperance Worker for July, 1890.) 

JORN JAMES Fox was for over forty years 
one of the most successful and be t-known 
men in the town of Devizes. Re was a wool
stapler and draper, and took an active part in 
various important public and philanthropic 
movements. He was a member of the Society 
of Friends, and a total abstainer from 18-10 to 
the day of his death. Soon after his adoption 
of teetotalism he was elected vice-president of 
the Devizes Temperance Society, then in its 
infancy, which office, or t hat of president, he 
held. up to the time of his death, and faith
fully kept in view the words of the pledge, 
viz. "on all suitable occasions to discounten
ance the use of intoxicating driuks thronghont 
the community." As an earnest, zealous ad
voca.te he was well known in the county of 
vVilts, and through out other parts of the 
country. He <l.iecl October 3d, 1869. 

One of the fathers of teetotalism m the 
di trict of Rotherhithe was MR. EBENEZER 
WILLIAMS, who for many years took a very 
prominent part in the work of the County of 
Surrey Temperance Association, whose head
quarters were Fair Street, Ilorsleydown. The 
friends of temperance had arranged to present 
him with a token of th eir respect in April, 
1858, but he died during the week fixed upon 
for the presentation, and before it was made. 
He was sixty-seven years of age. 

THOMAS NECK of Rotherhithe was for 
twenty-seven years identified with th e move
ment, and died May lst, 1886, aged fifty-one 
years. 

The Total Abstinence Society of Poole, 
Dorsetshire, dates its origin from May 2d, 
1837, and had warm friends and supporters 
in the Rev. Peter William Jolliffe, M.A., 
George Curtis, and John J. Norton. 

The REv. PETER ·WILLIAM JOLLIFFE, M .A., 
was for many years rector of St. Ja.mes' 
Church, Poole, and was throughout his whole 

life almost entirely a water drinker. He was 
one of the early friends and supporters of the 
temperance movement in Dorsetshire, being 
known far n.nd wide. This veteran temper
ance reformer, one of the earliest of the Church 
of England clerical pioneers of temperance, 
died in March, 1861, in the ninety-fifth year 
of his age. 

In noticing his death, the Boumemoutli 
Visitors' Directory (1861) said: "He was no 
ordinary man. Meanness of spirit and nar
rowness of sentiment had no place in his 
character. He possessed a broad and com
prehensive mind, which disdained to dwell 
upon mere petty distinctions, recognizing only 
the great obj ect which each denomination 
had in view. It may be truly said that a 
good and worthy man has pa ·sed from among 
us, bearing with him the recollections of 
nearly a century. It was his lot to be per
mitted to far exceed. the period of threescore 
and ten, and long after that time had passed 
he was an active and earnest worker iu the 
cause of the Great Master, and up to the 
year 1854, when he was literally unable to 
discharge his duties, he preached regularly 
every Sabbath. Even after that time he was 
a punctual attendant at public worship, walk
ing from his residence at Sterle, a distauce of 
more than a mile, to the church. It was a 
most touching sight to notice the venerable 
man, with 'meek and unaffected grace,' wend
ing his way to the parish church, len.uing 
upon his staff, his aged appearance, snowy 
locks, and style of dress of a past generation, 
combining to inspire reverence and esteem in 
all beholders." 

GEORGE CURTIS became an influential and 
useful local magnate, holding the office of 
chief magistrate, or mayor of Poole. 

Another prominent Dorsetshire teetotaller 
was EDWARD NE.AVE of Gillingham, who was 
a warm and liberal friend of the cause, and 
at his own expense built a commodious 
temperance ball at Gillingham. He was an 
active member of the National Temperance 
League, and a supporter of other temperance 
and benevolent institutions. He departed 
this life, November lst, 1861, at the age of 
eighty-two years. 

The county of Dorset was favoured with 
the services of another earnest ministerial 
temperance reformer in the person of the 
REV. HE::-<RY MouLE of Fordington, who 
was a staunch teetotaller, and the author of 
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several important pamphlets on sanitary re
form. He died on the 3d of February, 1880, 
at the age of seventy-nine years. 

The RIGHT REV. JoHN SUTTON ULLERTON, 
bishop suffragan of Guildford and arch
deacon of Surrey, was an active supporter 
of temperance principles in his own circle, 
and among the poor of South London. He 
died on the 2lst of December, 1879, at the 
age of sixty-six years. 

JOHN JosEPH NORTON, of Poole, Dorset, is 
another example of the many self-made men 
to be found in the ranks of the temperance 
reformers. 

He was born at Southampton, October 
27th, 1843, but removed with his parents to 
Poole, where at the age of twelve he went to 
work at a lath-splitting establishment, where 
he continued to be employed until October, 
1872. By the exercise of great self-denial he 
had then saved sufficient capital to enable him 
to set up in business, and in eight years be 
was the principal of the largest concern of 
the kind on the south coast of England. His 
timber yards now cover an area of over five 
acres, and his business is known as Norton's 
Deal and Slate Yards, Poole. 

In 1855 be became a Band of Hope boy, 
n nd bis interest in the cause bas never 
::llackened. Mr. Norton is a Congregation
alist, but his sympathies are often enlisted 
in behalf of weaker or less popular bodies 
of hristians. This sympathy was fully 
demonstrated by his action in favour of the 
Salvation Army in Poole. The mayor and 
corporation had issued a proclamation pro
hibiting the processions of the army, and 
they appealed to Alderman Norton for help 
and protection, and he considered that if it 
was legal for the mayor to march in proces
sion with music, &c., to church or chapel, 
there could be nothing illegal in the Salva
tion Army doing the same. He gave the 
authorities notice that on a given date he 
would head the army proce. sion, and make 
himself the responsible leader for the time 
being, so that they would have to take him 
into custody, aud contest the matter in the 
law courts. The result was that the opposi
tion to the army broke down, and the pro
clamation was withdrawn. 

During the term of his shrievalty Mr. 
Norton presided over the distribution of the 
funds of a large relief committee during the 
period of distress in Poole. He was for two 

years the president of the Dorset County Tem
perance Association, and afterward president 
of the Poole Band of Hope, besides being an 
active member of the Poole Sunday Closing 
Committee. 

In 1844 the Temperance Society decided 
"to take steps to find out about the continual 
breaking of the licensing laws which was 
going on in Poole." The police of the town 
refused to enforce the law, and so did the 
watch committee; therefore Mr. Norton 
undertook an inquiry at his own expense 
(about £1500), although urged again and 
again to let the matter rest. He engaged 
the services of two private detectives to get 
evidence with regard to certain public-houses, 
and served eighteen notices of objection to 
the renewal of licenses. Against nine of 
those, summonses were issued. The cases 
were heard in August, and resulted in the 
withdrawal of seven licenses in September. 

By a strange error of judgruent, or some
thing more difficult to explain, the magistrates 
granted a renewal of four of these licenses, 
but refused to renew four others against 
which no complaint was lodged for miscon
duct, and on appeal, the Quarter-sessions 
quashed the justice's decisions in four in
stances. Two notorious houses, however, 
were closed, and the right and duty of a 
citizen to do what he can for his town in 
the suppression of resorts of vice was ratified 
by the Court of Quarter-sessions. 

One of the private detectives employed by 
Mr. Norton was a man named Williams, who 
bad been seventeen years in the police force, 
with a uniformly good character, and a charge 
of perjury was preferred against him, result
ing in his conviction and sentence to seven 
years' penal servitude. Many persons be
lieved that the man was innocent, and stren
uous efforts were made to obtain a remission 
of the sentence, but without avail. The 
whole proceedings were such as to raise 
serious doubts as to the unbiassed character 
of the police authorities of Poole, which, as 
far as we can learn, have not been removed 
to this day. As may well be imagined, 
Mr. Norton suffered very much, and was 
cruelly persecuted. 

In April, 1885, a meeting was held in the 
Amity Hall, Poole, presided over by Mr. J. 
Fairley Rutter, president of the Dorset and 
Southern Counties Temperance Association, 
when a testimonial consisting of an elegant 
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epergne, a gold watch and chain, and an 
album were presented to Mr. and Mrs. 
Norton. The epergne and tbe watch bore the 
following inscription:-" Presented by public 
subscription to Alderman J. J Norton, in 
recognition of his self-denying efforts to en
force the due execution of the licensing laws 
a.t Poole, and as an expression of sympathy 
with him in the persecutions such action 
provoked. April 8th, 1885." 

The following address, handsomely illumi
nated on vellum, and enshrined in a gold 
frame, from the London Committee, was read 
by the Rev. G. Brooks:-

"To Mr. J. J. Norton, Alderman of the 
Borough of Poole. 

"Srn,-vVe, the members of the London Com
mittee on the Poole Perjury Case, having, through 
our investigation of the circumstances of that case, 
been made acquainted with the noble resistance 
which you have offered to the unlawful and un
scrupulous action of the liquor traffickers of Poole 
and their aiders and abetGers, feel constrained to 
express to you the high sense of admiration which 
we entertain for your character and work. 

"To you belongs the honour of having been 
the first man in this country who a.lone, unaided, 
and opposed has resisted the renewal of ordinary 
licenses to sell intoxicating liquors. Exercising 
the simple and inalienable right of a citizen, 
relying only on the righteousness of your i.!ause, 
you have stood up to check the ravages of an 
iniquitous traffic, and to vindicate law an<l order. 
You have been undaunted by persecution, un
moved by danger. Surrounded by foes, your life 
threatened, your property imperilled, you have 
said with the great apostle ' None of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unto my
self.' We congratulate you on the courage, zeal, 
and self-sacrifice which you have shown in pecu
liarly trying circumstances. 

"Your example has been and will continue t o be 
an inspiration to your townsmen, and to your 
fellow-workers in the cause of morality and or ler 
throughout the country. vVe tender you this 
mark of sympathy and respect in the hope that 
it may in some humble degree encourage you, and 
your children after you, to continue to 'trust in 
God and do the right.' " 

Mr. Norton responded in a characteristic, 
humorous, and common-sense speech. 

In the course of the annual sermon to the 
Good Templars of Poole, the preacher, the 
Rev. W . Mottram, spoke of Mr. Norton as 
being "a man who has staked dear life, pri
vate fortune, and commercial interests, all on 

this great hazard of bringiug into the light the 
inner life, the twilight abominations, and the 
obscure harlotries of the town he lives in. 
There," said the preacher, "one of the noblest 
and bravest battles of modern times has re
cently been fought, by one of our manliest 
and most courageous brethren, Mr. Alderman 
Norton. Such men as he will be honoured 
one day as members of a true and choice baud, 
worthy of the glory of our Temperance Ther
mopylre. Well done, Leouidas the brave!" 

Despite all that he had to pass through, 
Mr. Norton lost none of his love for the town 
of his adoption, and as his share of the public 
offering towards celebrating the Queen's Jubi
lee he volunteered to give £1000 (as a jubilee 
gift to his fellow-townsmen) towards the co t 
of a building to be used as a free library, 
reading-room, school of art, &c.; but, as the 
scheme was not warmly res1 onded to, he ulti
mately undertook to defray the entire cost of 
the building himself, and a very handsome 
aud commodious structure was erected at an 
expense of £2500-" the amount," says Mr. 
Norton, " with interest, of the cost of drink 
in a moderate drinker's home (at 2s. a day) 
for thirty years." 

The following description of thePooleJ ubilee 
Free Library and School of Art is from Bourne
mouth Illustrated, p. 59 :-"Mr. Norton's mu
nificent gift to the inhabitants of Poole is a 
very handsome building, forming quite an 
ornament to the upper part of the town. It is 
in the style of architecture technically known 
as Free Classic or Queen Anne, the materials 
used being red brick an cl stone, the corn bined 
effect of which is very pleasing. . . . The 
ma.in entrance is approached by ascending 
a few steps from the level of the footpath, 
and passing under an arch which leads into 
the porch or open vestibule, preparatory to 
entering the main ball (the latter being 
divided from the former by an ornamental 
framed wood screen, filled with stained glass), 
the hall is seen to consist of an oblong cham
ber of about 13 feet in width by 26 feet in 
length, out of which, at the further end, the 
public staircase rises, on each side being 
the doors, arranged for communication with 
the general reading-room ou the right, 44 
feet by 24 feet, the ladies' reading-room ou 
the left, 32 feet by 20 feet, terminating with 
an octagon bay, and the library proper and 
reference library in the rear, besides other 
openiugs leading to the lavatories and ladies' 
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cloak-room. The general reading-room has a 
south and west aspect, and is designed with a 
coved ceiling 15 feet from the floor, 
In the ladies' reading-room a small gall ery is 
introduced for further accommodation in the 
event of the room being used for any other 
purposes than that of its main use, and the 
octagon bay at the end of the room affords an 
agreeable and cheerful prospect of the main 
thoroughfare, On reaching the first 
floor a commodious class-room is th en entered 
on the left, and being situated just above 
the lending library, it is of the same dimen
sions. The school of art for male students 
being on this floor over the general read
ing-room corresponds with it in size, viz. 
24 feet by 44 feet, and is provided with top 
and side lights; while that for the female 
students is similar iu shape and size to their 
readillg-room below. . . A life-size por
trait of Mr. Norton, painted by Mr. Warren 
of Bournemouth has recently been placed in 
the reading-room. The cost of this portrait
which is an admirable one-was defrayed by 
a number of gentlemen who considered that 
some fitting recognition ought to be made of 
Mr. Norton's splendid gift to the town." In 
March, 1890, it was announced that Mr. 
Norton had decided to add a gymnasium and 
museum to the existing free library. 

By the munificence of a self-made man the 
town of Poole puts to shame its wealthy and 
magnificent neighbour1 Bournemouth, by its 
complete institution of library, school of art, 
museum, and gymnasium, costing £5000. 

Mr. Norton married, in 1865, the daughter 
of the late Mr. Harry Watts of Poole, by 
whom he has had six ons and three daugh
ters. Mrs. Norton died in 1888, her loss 
being the severest blow A lderman Norton has 
yet experienced. 

In March, 1889, MR. EDWARD CORNELIUS of 
Tavistock celebrated his t eetotal jubilee, and 
in a letter to the Alliance .News inclosing £5 
towards the funds of the Alliance made the 
following interesting statement:-" When I 
became a teetotaller I was residing in a rural 
parish where the squire and the parson reigned 
supreme. For anyone to think or do different 
from either of them was looked upon as sacri
legious. The squire told me I was going to 
ruin my health, and that I was obstinate in 
refusing to take beer or spirits. The parson 
told me I was in sin in denying myself the 
good creatures of God! Such was the prevail-

ing ignorance of that day. Some time after I 
became a teetotaller I was taken ill, and a 
doctor attencl cl me. When I was getting 
better he told me I must take some wine and 
some bitter ale, and that my employers would 
supply me with any quantity he thought 
proper to order. I told him I was much 
obliged to my employers for their kind offer, 
but I had made up my mind not to take any 
alcohol in any form. On this the doctor flared 
up, and said his coming to see me was of no 
use if I would not take what he ordered me. 
I told him .I had been readiug Dr. Griudrod's 
work Bacchus. In it I found the testimony 
of many eminent medical men, who said there 
was no curable case of sickneEs but what conld 
be cured as well or better without alcoholic 
liquor as with it, so I had made up my mind 
not to have anything to do with it. 'Well, 
well,' the doctor said,' if you have really made 
up your mind you won't take any, I can give 
you something else that will answer just as 
well.' He said all people that he had atteucled 
to who were in the tate that I wa in were 
craving after stimulants in some form or other, 
and one great object doctors had in view was 
to keep the mind quiet. This was the reason 
they allowed their patients to take certain 
quantities. I got all right without any. 
Before I became a teetotaller I kept a debtor 
and creditor account for three years of my 
income and expenditure. I then gave it up, 
thinking I could regulate my expenditure. 
Some time after I became a teetotaller I took 
an average of what my drink bill had cost me 
in the t hree year in which I kept the account. 
This amount I at once d ecided should be placed 
in the bank yearly; ancl I find at the end of 
forty-six years it had amounted to over£ 00. 
Had I continued drinking like some of my 
early friends this money would have been all 
wasted, and, like some of them, I might have 
spent my latter days in the Union ·work
house. I am happy to say, with my sister, 
we are spending our ol<l age in happiness and 
comfort, having everything we stand in need 
of.-Your humble servant, 

" EDw ARD CORNELIUS. 

"Tavistock, .March 5th, 1889." 

The REv. JOHN Moss was born at Stock, in 
the county of Essex, February lst, 1806. He 
studied for the ministry at Newport Pagnell, 
Bucks, and signed the pledge at Christma::;, 
1839, at Chelmsford, where he resided. He 
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became a laborious worker in the cause, 
attending meeting::;, giving lectures, holding 
classes, and in many other ways, both in his 
private and public life, striving to recommend 
the adoption of total abstinence principles. 

In 1871 he fulfilled an engagement to travel 
for the West of England Temperance League, 
under who'e an, pices he lectured most accep
tably in the counties of Dorset and Somerset. 
He returned borne very much fatigued with 
his long walks and daily lectures, aml con
tinued an invalid for about twelve months, 
passing away on the 20th of January, 1872, 
having almost completed bis sixty-sixth year. 

The REV. JOH ' PYER of Devon port was long 
actively ideu tified with the temperance move
ment, and for about twenty years occupied a 
very prominent position as an Independent 
minister in Devonport. He is said to have 
been a man of a stern and rugged exterior, 
and somewhat abrupt in his manner, but he 
bad a noble heart, full of kindness and affec
tion, and was much loved by those who knew 
him. "His life was marked by unwavering 
integrity, aud an earnest, straightforward 
manliness, that won for him the respect of all 
who knew him.'' He died very sml ]enly in 
his study in April, 1859, in the sixty-eighth 
year of bis age. 

For over twenty-five years Devonport was 
favoured with a chief-constable who came to 
them as a fa,ithful total abstainer, and in a 
short time he became a terror to evil-doers, 
and effected a great change in the conduct of 
public-houses under his jurisdiction. This 
was MR. JOHN LYN~, who died January 15th, 
1889, at the age of sixty-six years, nearly fifty 
of which he had been a police-officer. 

One of the earliest and most faithful sup
porters of temperance principles iu Devon
shire was MR. GEORGE RICE of Oak Cottage, 
St. Marychurch, Torquay. He died on the 
15tb March, 1887, at the advanced age of 
eighty-seven years. Mr. J. P. Uran of the 
Alliance wrote of him: "He was a true friend 
to the United Ki11g<lom Allia,nce, and a regular 
subscriber to its funds. Genial in his dis
position, and benevolent in his sympathies, 
our friend will be missed by many." 

In 1 36 Mr . James Tea.re reached Ply
mouth, and formed the nucleus of what after
wards became the Plymouth Temperance 
Society. One of the first to listen to and 
adopt the new doctrine \Vas JY1R. GEORGE 
JAMESON, who with about half a dozen others 

signed the total abstinence pledge. Here, as 
elsewhere, the great difficulty was a suitable 
meeting-place. "All the chapels and schools 
were closed to what was regarded as a social 
if not a religious heresy, and it is a historical 
fact, of which Mr. Jago and the committee of 
the 'Free School' in Cobnrg Street-Ply
mouth Pnblic School, as it is now called
have to be proud, that the portals of that 
building, then of comparatively small dimen
sions, were the first in Plymouth to open to a 
teetotal advocate." 

The little baud had a rough time of it, and 
l\1r. J amesou often recalled the time w hen,as he 
walked the streets, the cry was rai ed, "There 
goes a teetotaller!" and the rarity of the sight 
even caused the people to come out to see him, 
or stand at tlieir doors aud windows watching 
him go clown the street. At the first public 
temperance demonstration in Plymouth George 
Jameson was amongst the little group of tee
totallers who were laughed and sneered at on 
all sides. Men stood at the public-house doors 
holding out pots of beer to them, while others 
used towards them the vilest language; but 
they stood their ground, and persevered in 
their efforts. At first, for want of a better 
place, they met in Jameson's room, and then 
in riekety lofts and upper rooms, as occasion 
served. As an instauce of their ardour in the 
ea.use ;:i,nd their want of means, l\fr. Jameson 
ays that on a <Yrand occasion he aud two others 

bought a pound of candles each to light up the 
room. 

Their first pa blic tea-meeting was held at 
the "Pantheon," which u~ed to exist in Vaux
hall Street, and was used as a rnnsic aud 
dancing s<t!oon. Almost twenty years elapsed 
before the teetotallers were fully organized as 
a regular society, but the banner of the Ply
mouth Temperance Society has always borne 
upon it the words, "Established 1836 "-and 
rightly, because the visit of Mr. Teare was 
the "establishment" of total abstinence in 
Plymouth, and a little "society" of rnem bers 
l1ad Leen kept together from that period. The 
first committee was formed in a room on the 
Parade, over what afterwards became known 
as Pollard's stores, but which was at that 
time a chapel. The Bethel Committee and 
the Brianites were the first religious com
munities who opened their premises to the 
c:tdvocacy of teetotalism, and Mr. Balkwill 
(father of Mr. A. P. Balkwill) and Mr. 
Edmund Fry, an artist, were the first two 
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men of position in the town who associated 
themselves with the movement. Amongst 
those who have played a useful if no~ a dis
t inguished part in connection with the society 
are the following :-Mr. J. P . Uran, Alliance 
superintendent at Plymouth; R. D. Phillips ; 
W . J . Chambers, who was for twenty-one 
years financial secretary ; W. J. H. Rowe, 
Samuel Elliott, Captain Sumpter, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Clark, Peter Perkley Parker, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hinton, Dr. Pearse, Mr. Tycth, 
Mrs. Paull, R. E. Serpell, J.P., Caleb Angus 
Windeatt, David M'Callum, Henry Horswell, 
aud others, who with few exceptions have 
gone to their rest. 

George Ja.meson (horn 1813) was the last 
of the pioneers, and lived to be known as the 
"old blind teetotaller of Plymouth." 

MRs. PAULL, mother of Miss M. A . Paull 
(now Mrs. John Ripley), was one of the first 
to espouse the total abstiuence principles in 
Plymouth. Mrs. Paull was best known for her 
generous hospitality, her door being always 
open to those who loved and laboured for the 
temperance cause. Her children were thus 
brought into immediate acquaintance with the 
old advocates; hence the many pleasing remi
niscences and interesting incidents interwoven 
with the admirable stories that have come 
from the pen of her talented daughter, Miss 
M.A. Paull. 

Mrs. Paull was not a platform worker. "She 
bad no power to rouse the masses with elo
quent words. Hers was one of those sweet, 
quiet, unobtrusive natures which 'do good by 
stealth, and blush to find it fame.' She ruled 
well her household, and her children bless 
her." She died on the 24th of May, 1884, at 
the ripe age of eighty-five years (Britisli Tem
perance Advocate, 1884, p. 1090). 

MRS. MARY Tol\IBS of Plymouth was an
other of the mothers of temperance in that 
district, and an active, earnest teetotaller for 
over forty years. Iu her early days she walked 
from Plymouth ho Portsmouth, a distance of 
over 150 miles, to meet her husband returning 
from sea. In her old age she showed her love 
for the cause of tempernnce by joining the 
Good Templar Order, and until within three 
weeks of her death was a regular attender 
at her lodge, walking over two miles each 
way, and reaching her home after eleven 
o'clock at uight. She died on the 23d of Sep
tember, 18 0, at the age of ninety-one years. 

HENRY HoRSWELL was born at one of the 

pretty little villages along the Dart in 1797, 
and in early life became a Wesleyan Methodist 
and a lo::al preacher. He settled down in busi
ness at Tavistock, where he was amongst the 
first to join the ranks of the temperance re
formers, and after hearing the two pioneers 
of teetotalism in that district, J . S. Buckingham 
and James Teare, he at once joined with them, 
and for nearly fifty years gave all his energiPR 
to the movement. He devoted his spare time 
to the work of propagating the principles iu 
the villages in the neighbourhood. He after
wards gave all his time to the work, and 
became temperance missionary for Devonport, 
then for Plymouth and Stonehouse, where he 
was eminently succes fol and beloved by the 
people. He took special iutercst in the work 
of reclaiming persons discharged from prisou 
after suffering sentences passed upon them for 
drunkenness. Lodging-houses, haunts of vice, 
the soldiers' barracks, &c., were systematically 
visited and good work done. H e was very 
happy in the schools and amongst the children 
of the Band of Hope, believing it to be the 
wisest and best policy, the safest and surest 
method of promoting true temperance, to train 
the young in efficient Bauds of Hope. On his 
death-bed he was cheered by the news that 
a Band of Hope had been formed in Charles 
Parish, Plymouth, and exclaimed, "Blow my 
temperance trumpet for me!" He passed away 
after an illness of seven weeks, borne with 
Cln"i. tian patience and re ignation, on the 4th 
of February, 18 0, at the age of eighty-five 
years. 

R. E. SERP1'LL, J.P., of P lymouth, was past 
middle age before he became a totlfl abstainer, 
Lut turned out a liberal friend and active 
work er in the cause. He died October 26th, 
1886, aged seventy years. 

CALEB ANGUS WINDEA'l'T of Plymouth was 
widely known as a generous friend of temper
ance and a regular attender at the meetings, 
though not a platform speaker. He died in 
February, 1886, at the age of seventy-one 
years. 

DAVID M'CALLUM was a native of Stranraer, 
Scotland, but when about twenty years of age 
settled in Plymouth, where he commenced 
business, and was married as a total abstainer. 
For many years he took an active interest in 
the temperance movement, and was one of the 
earliest friends of the Alliance in the West of 
England. For over fifty years he remained 
true to his principles, and advocated them to 
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the last. He died May 20th, 1889, aged 
seventy - two years, leaving seven sons all 
grown up, and a name long to be remewbered 
with affection and gratitude. 

On the 24th of April, l 32, a temperance 
society on the ardent spirit pledge principle 
haJ been established at Bodmin, the chief 
town of Cornwall, by the Rev. G. W. Carr, of 
New Ross, Ireland, who was then agent for 
the British and Foreign Temperance Society, 
the Rev. John Wallis, vicar of Bodmin, being 
the secretary. 

In the early part of 1836 Dr. Henry Mudge 
of Boclmin, in a letter to Mr. Joseph Livesey 
of Preston, says:-

" 1y resolution is taken. On Monday next, 
our monthly meeting night, I mean to press 
the old society to adopt or reject the teetotal 
pledge. If the latter be done, I hope to start 
a,n auxiliary to'the British Temperance Associ
ation.' Several young men have applied to me, 
wishing to engage in the work; and (without 
boasting, sir) I seem to have a call to go 
before them. J\1y fear is sfaucling alone at 
first. The chemistry of iutoxicating drinks I 
do not consider myself unable to cope with; 
bnt taking up every depw·tment I feel unequal 
to. I pr:t,Y the Lord to send labourers into 
this vineyard, and root up every tree that 
beareth not good fruit. I have been en
couraged by the figure of truth being the load
stone; hold it near the heap of materials and 
the good will be attracted. I shall try. I 
nsed often to wonder at paltry objections 
being repeated' after they have been carefully 
answered, until I went to the Word of God

1 

aml found, that though Dagon fell down 
before the ark of the Lord, yet did his fol
lowers set h;m up again; and though he fell 
clown again, and lost his head and his limbs, 
yet in the stump was there divinity enough 
for the Dagonites to worship" (Preston Tem.pe1·
ance Advocate, 1836, p. 21). 

On the 15th of May, 1837, a teetotal society 
was established, DR. HENRY MUDGE being 
the first to sign the new pledge. Meetings 
were held and a few druukards were re
claimed, but the work was wonderfully 
helped by the subsequent efforts of Mr. 
James Teare, who was invited to Bodmin 
by Dr. Mudge. On the 7th J annary, 1838, 
Mr. Teare commeuced his labours here, and 
iu two nights 200 persons were added to the 
rnnks of the teetotallers. From that time 
the society began to make rapid progress, 

and was ably assisted and supported by Dr. 
Mudge, who threw himself heartily into the 
work. 

For almost forty years Dr. Mudge was a rigid 
and consistent teetotaller, one who was greatly 
esteemed and respected; and although he had 
an extensive practice, he rarely if ever pre
scribed alcoholic liquors as medicine, as he 
firmly believed them to be both useless and 
dangerous. 

He was warmly attached to the Methodist 
Society, and keenly felt the action taken by 
the Couference in 1841. In 1859 he wrote 
aud published a course of five lectures on 
"Physiology, Health and Disease, Demanding 
Ab tiuence from Alcoholic Drinks and Pro
hibition of their Common Sale," which were 
interesting, instructive, and as simple as it 
was possible for such a subject to Le presented 
to the :imblic, the scientific terms being ren
dered into plain English. Dr. Mudge died 
Jnne 27th, 1874, at the age of sixty-eight 
years. 

At first, the early advocates of teetotalism 
could fiud no home in Bodmin except in the 
house of Dr. Henry Mudge, whose wife was 
for years the only hostess who gave them a 
kindly reception. MRS. SUSAN MUDGE was 
in perfect sympathy with her husband, and 
encouraged and helped him in his temper
ance efforts. She died at Bodmin, April 24th, 
1872, sincerely regretted. 

MR. J . W. CooM held the post of secretary 
for a number of years, and proved himself a 
true · and ·ardent frie11d of · the ~au~e. . TL~ 
success that attended Mr. Teare's efforts in 
Cornwall was beyond precedent, and for a 
time he seemed to turn the whole county 
in favour of temperance principles. 

Teetotalism was :first introduced into St. 
Ives, Corn wall, by a young woman from 
Shropshire; who distributed a few numbers 
of the Preston Temperance Advocate, the 
Temperance Doct01·, &c., and the reading of 
these publications led to the holding of a 
meeting, September 6th, 1837, when the 
same young woman administered the pledge 
to seven persons. On the 9th February, 
1838, Mr. James Teare delivered his first 
lecture in the Wesleyan Chapel, St. I \·es, 
when twenty-four names were added to the 
little band of teetotal pioneers. A teruper
ance committee was formed, and at a second 
lecture in the same chapel the number was 
increased to seventy-four. In three months 
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the total number of members was 1195, viz. 
725 adults and 470 juveniles. Such was the 
effect of the teetotal movement, th~t the 
report of the second years operations of the 
St. Ives society tated that, "During the past 
year the Lord has signally bles eel this town 
with au extensive reviva,l of religion, and 
about 1200 persons have been added to the 
churches, during which many instances oc
curred proving the connection of teetotalism 
with the revival of God's work; it prepared the 
many for the receiving of the Spirit, and this 
society now numbers upwards of 900 mem
bers of Christian churches, and of that num
ber 200 are reclaimed drunkards, who are 
converted to God and walking steadfastly 
in his ways. Among oul' numbers we have 
enrolled five ministers of the Go. pel, ten local 
preachers, thirty-five class leaders, and about 
200 prayer leaders. Twelve of the vessel: 
sailing on the principle, the masters of which 
are pledged members, have daily prayer 
meeting on board.. Besides aJl thi , four 
public-houses have been closed during the 
year." The agitation was kept up by weekly 
rueetings held alternately in the Wesleyan 
and the Primitive Methodist Chapels (Vibert's 
Vindication of the Case of the 'l.'eetotal Metho
dists of St. Ives, 1842). 

On the 24th of August, 1838, the Cornwall 
Teetotal Association was formed at the first 
teetotal delegate meeting ever held in that 
county, the meeting being held at Truro, 
particulars of which were supplied to the 
Intelligencer by Dr. Henry Mndge of Bod
miu. In his communication he says:-"I 
should think fifty gentlemeu, whose habits 
of business were of a superior order, sat in 
consultation. Scarcely a corner of the land 
but sent a helpmate. The Cornish motto is 
' ONE AND ALL,' and acting under it, the 
teetotallers already, that is in nine months, 
muster more than 18,000, or about one-seven
teenth of our whole population; the largest 
societies are Pellzance, 5000; St. I ves, 2500. 
The business of the meeting was as fol
lows:-

" R esoliition 1. That an as. ociation for the 
whole county be formed, to be called the 
Cornwall Teetotal Association. 

"2. That the terms of union be the adop
tion of the teetotal pledge, and a proportionate 
pecuniary contribution; fixed for the first 
call at £1 per 1000 members. 

"3. The committee (which were named). 

"4. The publication of a monthly journal, 
to be C[l,lled the J ournal of tlze Cornwall Tee
total Aswciation. 

"Here we were obliged to adjourn, leaving 
for discussion the importa.nt point of th e 
ernployment of agents. Into this and other 
minor affairs the delegates who remain at 
Truro will enter, bnt I cannot immediately 
send you the result. I think we have taken 
a right course. Let every county form an 
association; let each one publish its journal, 
of which let a copy be forwarded to London 
moutlily, whence should issue a superior work 
aud a weekly uewspaper. 

"As to agents, I shall be glad to get into a 
regular mode of having one or more. Where 
there are large and regularly organized socie
ties, it is of the greatest service to have good 
and regular notice of an efficient a.dvocate 
coming into the field, that the most may be 
made of his services. :!\fr. Teare was at 
our meeting, and Mr. Cassell of Manchester 
was to address the puulic meeting at night. 
October 14th, a public supper will be given 
at Bodmin to the teetota.l husbaudmen who 
have maintained their consistency during the 
harvest. For the present I can only sub
scribe myself, 1it semper, HE. RY MUDGE." 
(Temperance Jntelli,qence1·, 1838, p. 333.) 

Mr. James Teare spent three months iu 
Cornwall during thi year, and above 5000 
persons were reported as joiuing the socie
ties during his vi it, so that be had rno t 
remarkable success amongst the Cornish 
people. 

Like the Welsh, they made teetotalism the 
haudmai.d of, nay more, a I art and parcel of 
their reli aion, and many soon became identi
fied with tbe churches, aud in their love-feasts, 
band meetings, &c., bore testimony to the 
value of total abstinence, thus indirectly carry
ing the truth into every phase of their social 
and religious life. 

\Vhile James Teare was engaged upon his 
great mission in Cornwall he succeeded in 
making arrallgemellts for meetings at Fal
mouth, the first of which was held in the 
Baptist Chapel on the 29tb of January, 1838, 
and another shortly after in the Wesleyan 
Chapel, both addressed by Mr. Teare, and 
both presided over by the Rev. W . F. Burchell, 
pastor of the Baptist Church at Falmouth . 

A society was duly organized, the first sec
retary being Mr. John Jennings. Among the 
early supporters of the movement the most 
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active were Mr. Joseph Earle, actuary of the 
Falmouth Savings-banks; Mr. W. M'Dowell, 
auctioneer; Julius Palruer, draper; Francis 
Carne, grocer; and later on by Messrs. Fred
erick H. Earle, son of Joseph Earle; Mr. 
Samuel Fox ; Mr. N atbaniel Fox. 

A monthly magazine entitled the Falmoutli 
Teetotal Advocate was commenced in April, 
1838, and in the following year was altered 
to the Cornwall Teetotal Joitrnal. What is 
believed to have been the first bazaar ever 
held in aid of teetotalism took place at Fal
mouth in 1840, the prime mover and active 
secretary of which was Mr. F. H. Earle, who 
has been a devoted friend and supporter of 
the cause from an early period to the present. 
The net amount realized by this bazaar was 
about £30, which was considered a very hand
some snm for such a purpose at this early 
stage of the movement. As in other parts of 
Cornwall so also in Falmouth, a good work 
wa done a11d many were rescued from drun
kanuess and sin. 

A more extended account of the movement 
in Cornwall will be found in a later chapter, 
as we only have room here for one or two 
notices of early friends and active workers 
in Cornwall. 

REv. JOHN PowER, vicar of Alternon, 
Corn wall, was "a very decided temperance 
man, and for a lengthened period a more 
or le s active worker in the t emperance 
movement." He died at Bath, February 
6th, 1 7. 

During his early labours at St. Ives, Mr. 
Jame Teare found a willing convert in 
MR. JoHN THOMAS, who remained faithfnl 
to the cause for about fifty years. He died 
December l st, 1887, at the age of sixty-nine 
years. His character and labours are thus 
described by Mr. J. P. Uran, Alliance super
intendeut:-"Patient, plodding, persevering, 
u11w earied, always to be depended on, whoever 
else might fail. Such was in deed and in truth 
the friend whose loss we mourn. As a platform 
speaker, his efforts were chiefly confined to 
St. Ives and its neighbourhood, but at borne 
he was ever acceptable, and was believed in 
by everybody and respected by all. So far 
as temperance effort is concerned, his loss 
will be greatly felt . Religiously, Mr. Thomas 
belonged to the Methodist N ew Connexion, 
and held the offices of local preacher, class 
leader, &c. &c. Our friend had been for 
many years a widower. He leaves sons and 
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daughters, who, while lamenting his loss, 
may well rejoice in his memory and 'call 
him blessed'" (Alli'ance News, 1887, p. 829). 

JOHN THORNE of W atchet was an old tem
perance worker, a thoroughly earnest anJ 
enthusiastic supporter of the Alliance, who 
several times journeyed from Watchet t o Man
chester to be present at the annual meeting 
of the Alliance. He was largely engaged in 
business, was a prominent man in many ways, 
and much esteemed by all classes. He died 
September 27th, 1889, aged seventy-four 
years. 

RICHARD VEALE of St. Austell, Cornwall, 
was an attached member of the Society of 
Friends, and one of its laborious ministers. 
He was an old and fervent supporter of the 
temperance cause, and its varied organizations. 
He departed this life in November, 1879, 
when within a few days of completing his 
eightieth year. 

Iu Cornwall, as in other parts of the United 
Kingdom, the temperance movement has found 
the truest best friends and most liberal and 
faithful supporters amongst the rneru bers of 
the Society of Friends or Qnakers. 

At Liskeard the ELLIOTT FAMILY were 
amongst the earliest adherents of the move
ment, a11d in N ovem Ler, 1879, the cause lost 
a true friend in John Elliott of Liskearcl. 
Mr. Elliott was a prominent public man, and 
occupied th e mayor's chair for two years with 
general acceptance. 

Of the active friends of t emperance in Corn
wall, the name of WILLIAM: DocToN of St. 
Ives stands first as the recognized leader and 
director of the movement in that district. 
Mr. Docton was a tailor to trade, and began 
his connection with the teetotal principle from 
the advent of James Teare at that town in 
1838. As will be seen iu a subsequent chapter, 
he took a prominent part in the agitation in 
St. Ives and district, which culminated in a 
large secession from the Wesleyan Methodist 
Society on the passing of the conference rules 
against temperance societies, &c., in 1841. 
Mr. Docton was a Methodist local preacher, 
and a staunch friend of true temperance to 
the last. He died at bis residence, St. Ives, 
on the 7th of March, 1879, at the age of sixty
nine years. 

Amongst the many who delighted to honour 
him as their teetotal father was the late much
esteemed Ja.mes Eddy of Manchester. 

J AMES EDDY was born at St. Ives, Cornwall, 
21 
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in May, 1834. His early days were days of 
weakness and suffering-a protracted struggle 
with physical and other difficulties, which were 
gradually mastered, and at a slow rate of pro
gress he grew in strength and stature, &c. 
He had a quick, active mind, an exceedingly 
sensitive temperament, and greedily drank in 
stories of witches, ghosts, and goblins, until 
he was afraid to be alone or to linger on the 
beach till the shadows of evening fell. 

In "Temperance Experiences" (British Tem
perance Advocate, 1883, p. 842) Mr. Eddy gave 
a brief sketch of his life, from which we cull a 
few particulars. He says: "Just about this 
time, and not far from the spot where I began to 
be, some passengers were landed from a steamer 
just arrived from Bristol. One of those pas
sengers was regarded with curious interest by 
the little group who watched the debarkation. 
That passenger was James Teare. By part of 
the crowd he was heartily welcomed, and by 
others he was received with groans and hisses. 
He was a man, however, who could not be 
turned from his purpose by an outburst of 
ad verse feeling. He was one who bad set 
himself a work to do, and right manfully he 
did it. Nor is it too much to say here, that 
no man since John Wesley in the same town 
pillowed his head on Burkitt's Notes and 
thanked God for a 'sound side' has proved 
such a benefactor to the county of Cornwall. 
While those first battles were being fought 
with the drink interests, I was doing my little 
be t to master the difficulties of a scholastic 
kind. I had pa sed from the dame's school to 
the church schools, the master of which was 
fond of drink, grew fonder, became an indif
ferent teacher, was disgraced, dismissed, and at 
last became a wandering beggar. I went next 
iuto the hands of a better master, with whom 
I made some progress, and with whom I should 
have remained, but did not. I got an idea 
into my head that to be with cattle in the 
fields was nicer than being at school. I was 
under no restraint. My parents thought 
nothing of the value or importance of educa
tion, and therefore left me perfectly free to 
please myself. I hired myself for a few pence 
weekly, and to the fields I went. Physically the 
step was a wise oue. Mother Earth took kindly 
to me, and what with the fresh air, healthy 
exercise, and µlain, wholesome food, I soon be
gan to feel the stirrings of a new life within 
me. I became stronger, grew faster. Life itself 
became a pleasure to me-it was ajoy to be. 

"About this time I came under the influence 
of the new ideas about drink, and requested 
the late William Docton to put my name on 
the pledge-roll. I saw that drink was a bad 
thing. I experienced a little of its evil power 
at home-not to any great extent; it never 
robbed me of a meal or deprived me of a 
blanket, but it sometimes made a rift in the 
lute and marred the music of home; but the 
shadow was lifted before I completed my 
teens, and my good old father, six years older 
than the century, sits calmly on his hearth 
awaiting his summons to 'the land of the leal.' 

"My course of abstinence, however, was not 
unbroken. I became associated with those 
who followed the drinking customs, and for 
a short time was drawn into the snare. At 
first I was charmed with the effect of it. It 
seemed to give life the rosiest colours, and 
possess the power to charm away whatever 
was unpleasant and uncanny. Alas for the 
number of victims so deluded even yet ! One 
night I was betrayed into an indulgence which 
was followed by consequences so painful that 
a complete revulsion of thought and feeling 
was effected. And when I staggered from a 
couch, where I had suffered untold agonies, I 
determined to place myself no more within 
the tempter's power. That resolution has been 
kept to this day." 

He spent two or three more years with 
the cattle and the corn nuder an indulgent 
master, of whom he speaks with great affec
tion. At this time he experienced what he 
aptly describes as book - liunge1·, and became 
a diligent student of the Bible, Bunyan's 
Pilgrirn's Progress, portions of Shakespeare, 
Milton, Burns, &c., as opportunity and very 
limited means allowed, in days when books 
were dear. He next was employed at a foun
dry for two years, where he was often tested 
and tried, but stood firm. Again he went 
into the fields and the mines, and eventually 
married a comely country maiden and com
menced housekeeping on teetotal principles; 
"a rule," says he, "never departed from and 
still in force." 

He now joined himself to the bands who 
went out by twos and threes to indoctrinate 
the people into the knowledge and privileges 
of total abstinence; travelling, as have many 
others in distant parts of the country, without 
any other fee or reward than the priceless 
luxury of doing good. To use his own words: 
"There came a crisis in my life unlooked for, 
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unexpected, and unsought. My teetotal father, 
good William Docton, for many years the 
stay aud pillar of our cause in the Land's-end 
county, came to me one day and said: 'My 
son, leave your work for a while and serve 
the association for a few weeks as its agent.' 
I obeyed, did my three months, then went for 
a similar term to the Eastern Association." 

On the formation of the Devon and Corn
wall Temperance League, Mr. Eddy undertook 
the agency, and for a while divided his time 
between the three organizations, visiting all 
the principal towns and villages in the two 
counties. His next engagement was with the 
West of England League, for w horn he laboured 
for several years, and early in 1873 be was 
placed on the staff of the British Temperance 
League. 

A braver, nobler, purer, and more earnest 
worker never stood on the temperance plat
form than the la£e James Eddy. He was 
one of the most popular and truly beloved 
agents of the League-a man whose friendship, 
once gained, was lifelong and true in storm 
and in sunshine. 

On the 18th of May, 1885, he was about to 
enter upon a week's mission at Doncaster. 
While speaking at Hexthorpe he was over
come by sick headache, and had to retire in 
the midst of his lecture. He received the 
kindest and best attention from the friends 
with whom he was located for a week, and 
then he returned home to Manehester, where 
he died June 19tb, 1885, at the early age of 
fifty-one years. 

JOSEPH IRWIN was born in the parish of 
Morthoe in the year 1803, where his father 
was a farmer, and where he resided himself 
until 1852, when he retired from business and 
settled in Morthoe village until 1868. In 
1840 he married the only sister of the late 
Tom Smith, by whom he had issue, one 
daughter, Mrs. Coad, wife of Mr. Richard 
Coad, agent of the United Kingdom Alliance. 
In 1868 he went to live with his daughter, 
and in 1870 married the widow of the late 
Samuel Day of Braunton, and settled in 
Ilfracombe, where he remained u11til his death 
on the 8th of October, 1888, at the advanced 
age of eighty-four years. 
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In the interests of truth, and to show how 
much the pioneers of temperance bad to con
tend with, we are compelled to relate facts 
which even now give us pain to recall; but 
if our history is to be an honest and im
partial oue, we must stifle our feelings and 
give the whole truth. The reader may better 
understand our position when we say that 
from boyhood we have been identified with 
Wesleyan Methodism, and love it still, and 
therefore would much rather have passed un
noticed certain facts and incidents which form 
a part of the trne history of the temperance 
reformation. 

In an early chapter we directed attention 
to the rules of tlie Wesleyan Methodist So
ciety which related to "drunkenness, buying 
and selling spirituous liquors, or drinking 
them, unless in cases of extreme necessity." 
On the formation of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of America, the above was incorpo
rated in their rules; but as on this side of the 
Atlantic, so also in America, both the spirit 
and the letter thereof were for some years 
ignored or altogether lost sight of by a large 
number of Methodists. In 1833 the Geuen1l 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of the United States of America spoke out 
very strongly on the subject of temperance in 
an address to the churches, condemning both 
the use and manufacture of intoxicating liquors, 
as the following extract will show:-

"A large portion, we fear, of the most im
portant and responsible business of the nation 
is ofteu tran acted under the influence, in a 
greater or lesser degree, of alcoholic excite-

ment. And can those be innocent who con
tribute to secure such a result, whether by the 
pestilential example of temperate di-inking, as 
it is called, or the still more criminal rueans 
of furnishing the poisonous preparation by 
manufacture and traffic for the degradation 
and ruin of others. The man who drinks in
temperately ruins himself, and is the cause of 
much discomfort and ino.uietude, and perhaps 
actual misery in the social circle in which he 
moves; but manufacturers, and those who are 
engaged in the traffic in ardent pirits aml 
other intoxicating liquors, do the work of 
death by whole. ale; they are de,·oted by 
misguided enterprise to the rnin of human 
kind, and become directly accessory, though 
not intended by them, to the present shame 
and final destruction of hundreds aud thou
sands. And we gravely ask, with no common 
solicitude, Can God, who is just as well as 
good, hold that church innocent which is 
found cherishing in her bosom so awful and 
universal an evil?" (Ameri"can P ermanent 
Temperance Documents, vol. i. p. 241-242). 

Commenting upon this grand utterance of 
the conference, the sixth report of the Ameri
can Temperance Society (p. 16) says:-

"It has been publicly announced by lead
ing men in that Connexion, as their settled 
conviction, that he who lives to see the year 
1836, the time of the meeting of the next 
General Conference, will wituess the entire 
Methodist Connexion throughout the United 
States, free from makers and vendors of 
spirituous liqnors. May their anticipations 
be realized, and their zeal and success in this 
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work quicken and animate others, till every 
Christian church of every deuomination shall 
be free from this disgrace." 

It was not until the Conference of 1848, 
held at Pittsburg, that Wesley's rule on tem
perance was restored, after aLout twenty 
years' efforts had been expended thereon 
(Scottish Temperance Review, 1848, p. 478). 

It will be evident to all that this rule had 
been grossly violated ou both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

More emphatic still were the utterances of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., on this question, viz. "It is 
now a well-established fact, that the common 
nse of strong drink, however moderate, has 
been a fatal soul - destro,ying barrier against 
the influence of the Gospel;" and it hailed the 
temperance reformation as a "harbinger pre
paring the way of the Lord," and acknow
ledged that "the banishment of that liquid 
poison, which kills both body and soul, has 
made way for the immediate entrance of the 
Spirit and the Word into the glorious train of 
the Redeemer." "But," continues the address, 
"a great work is still to be effected in the 
church. The sons of Levi must be purified. 
The accursed thing must be removed from the 
camp of the Lord. While professing Chris
tians continue to exhibit the baleful example 
of tasting the d?·unkard's poison, or by a sac
rile,qious traffic to make it their employment 
to degrade and destroy their fellow men, those 
who love the Lord must not keep silence, but 
must lift their warning voice, and use all 
lawful efforts to remove this withering re
proach from the house of God" (Ame1·ican 
Permanent Temperance Documents, vol. i. p. 
242-243). 

Equally strong were the utterances upon 
this subj ect of the Presbytery of New York, 
the Synod of Albany, the Presbytery of Dela
ware, and the General Association of New 
Hamp hire. 

The General Associations of Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Maine said:-

"That in their judgment the traffic in 
ardent spirit as a drink is an immorality, and 
that it ought to be viewed and treated as 
such throughout the world; that this immor
ality is utterly inconsistent with a profession 
of the Christian religion; and that those who 
have the means of understanding its nature 
and effects, and yet continue to be engaged in 
it, ought not to be admitted as members of 

Christian churches, and those who continue 
to be engaged in the traffic are violating the 
principles and requirements of the Christian 
religion" (American Permanent Temperance 
Documents, vol. i. p. 244). 

Such utterances as the above were not to 
be dreamt of as possible a few years ago from 
some of the churches in Great Britain a11d 
Ireland. The real reasou, perhaps, was the 
fact that in many districts the wealthy and 
liberal members of the several denominations 
were engaged in the manufacture aud sale of 
intoxicating liquors. On the authority of 
Mr. S. Smethurst, junr., of Great Grimsby, 
we learn that in 1846 there were in that dis
trict the following persons engaged in the 
liquor traffic who were official members of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Society :-

"Professing Christian publicausand brewers: 
"John Ho bsou, malster and brewer, lea.der of 

threeclasses,superintendentof Sabbath-school, 
member of missionary committee, trustee for 
chapel, and contributor of £200 towards the 
building of a new Wesleyan chapel at Grimsby. 

"William Daim, brewer, contributor of £200 
towards the new chapel, and a member of the 
above society. 

"Levi Lee, publican and Wesleyan. 
"Thomas Wharton, publican and Wesleyan. 
""'\iVilliam Atkinson, publican and Wesleyan. 
"In addition to which we have a number 

of drinking preachers, class leaders, trustees, 
stewards, and members; also three travel
ling preachers, staunch supporters of strong 
drink." 

The writer has selected this list by way of 
illustration, because it was pu blisbed years 
ago, and he was unacquainted with any of 
the parties. He could have furnished a simi
lar list of persons identified with Christian 
churches with whom he was personally ac
quainted in another district many miles away, 
but for obvious reasons he deems it un
necessa.ry. 

Despite all this, there was .at an early 
period in the history of the temperance refor
mation in Great Britain, a number of sterling 
and heroic temperance advocates amongst tl1e 
ministers of the various Christian eh urche ', 
some of whom have lived to see a marvellous 
change, and to experience the results of faith
ful adherence to what they felt in their hearts 
was the cause of God and humanity. The names 
of some of these are often mentioned in this 
work. 
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In the Wesleyan Methodist J1fa,qazine for 
1836 (pp. 905-906) we read as follows:-

" It is our settled conviction that more of our 
ministers and members have beendegraded by 
the sin of intemperance than by any other. 
We verily believe that this single sin is de
stroying more souls than all the ministers in 
Britain are instrumental in saving. The man 
who trifles with strong drink may be over
come, whereas be who abstains cannot. It 
cannot be unwise to throw the guard of ab
,'tinence around our moral character and our 
spiritual interests." 

Nevertheless, for a long series of years the 
majority of the leading officials and ministers 
of the Wesleyan Methodist or parent Metho
dist Society were bitterly opposed to teeto
talism, as were also a considerable number of 
the ministers and official members of some of 
the other branches of the Methodist family, 
although many of them professed to be friends 
of what they pleased to denominate as tem
perance-the moderate use of alcoholic liquors. 
They not only treated the advocates of teeto
talism with contempt and scorn, but denounced 
them from the pulpit as" dangerous fanatics," 
"teachers of heresy," "men to be avoided as 
enemies to the cause of Christ,'' and they posi
tively refused to announce any of their meet
ings. This opposition culminated and took an 
official form in 1841, when the Conference, 
which met in Manchester that y ar, passed 
the three following resolutions:-

" lst. That no unfermented wines be used in 
the administration of the sacrament through
out the Connexion. 

"2d. That no Wesleyan chapel be lent for 
the meetings of the Temperance Society. 

" 3d. That no preacher shall go into another 
circuit to advocate teetotalism without the 
consent of the superintendent of the circuit 
to which he may be invited." 

It is affirmed that these resolutions were 
drafted by the Rev. Jacob Stanley, the writer 
of a pamphlet entitled "Teetotalism Calmly 
Considered,"towhich many replies were issued; 
these replies calling forth another paper from 
Mr. Stanley. 

The teetotallers in the denomination were 
not wholly crushed by this action of the Con
ference, nor did they despair of future success, 
bnt partly as a public protest against the des
potism of their oppressors in the ministry, and 
as proof of their own attachment to a benefi
cent principle, they shortly afterwards formed 

the" Wesleyan Temperance Association," with 
the Rev. Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., as president. 
As may be imagined, this association did not 
receive official sanction or aid from the Con
ference, but was a private and independent 
organization for members of the Methodist 
societies. 

Only those who as total abstainers were in 
actual membership with the Methodist society 
at this crisis can possibly imagine the effect of 
such action on the part of the highest authori
ties in the Connexion. At the time of their 
adoption and enforcement in certain districts 
a great revival of religion was going on conse
quent upon the wonderful effects of the ad vo
cacy and adoption of teetotalism, where large 
numbers were added to the membership of 
the several Christian churches, and many of 
the Methodist societies were largely reinforced 
by these new converts. Some of them had 
been rescued from the lowest depths of sin 
and misery and led to the foot of the Cross 
through teetotalism, and now the highest 
official authority of the church of their adop
tion had put it;;; ban upon what had been the 
means in God's bands of their reclamation, and 
they were "wounded to the heart" on hearing 
some of their o·wn ministers denounce teeto
talism as "a doctrine of devils." 

In some districts the teetotal element was 
so strong amongst the lay members of the 
society that, as a matter of policy, to prevent 
the risk of lapses by the revival of the drink 
appetite through taking intoxicating wine at 
the Lord' s Supper, it was deemed expedient, 
for the "weaker brother's sake," to use unfer
mented wine at this ordinance. Some of the 
more advanced teetotallers believed it to be 
wrong to use a beverage so productive of evil 
as alcoholic wine in the ordinance commemor
ating the death of their dear Redeemer; but it 
was not to favour their views that the change 
was effected. Good men, who bad not yet been 
able to see their way to become teetotallers, 
had, however, been convinced that it was quite 
in accordance with gospel teaching to "shun 
the appearance of evil," and they were not 
disposed to place "a stumbling-block" in the 
way of their weaker brethren, and therefore 
they had consented to make what they deemed 
"a sacrifice." How painful, then, must it have 
been to these men to see the action taken by 
the Conference in this matter! 

The passing of the second resolution was, if 
possible, still more harsh and cruel. It is an 
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iudisputable fact that many Wesleyan chapels, 
especially in country districts, were built mainly 
by and through the self-sacrificing labours of 
the teetotallers. Closing the chapels against 
teetotalism, therefore, was nothing more nor less 
than an open affront to these men, and an at
tempt to put a stop to principles they held dear. 
In many cases the people had no other place to 
meet in, and this arbitrary action had a very 
damaging effect in different parts of the country. 
It put ministers and people into a very peculiar 
position; some of them, in other respects tho
rough Methodists and strict disciplinarians, 
could not and would not exerci e their powers 
or obey the commands of the Conference, but 
quietly winked at the doings of the teetotallers, 
believing in their hearts that the Conference 
in this matter had acted unwisely, and that in 
a little time these obnoxious resolutions would 
be rescinded; but, alas! years passed over 
before that was finally accomplished, aud only 
after the society had passed through a series 
of revolutions and secessions. 

The third resolution clisplayed a spirit of big
otry, intolerance, and arbitrary power hardly 
consistent with their professions or conceivable 
in a body of men professing to be followers of 
John Wesley and disciples of Jesus Christ. It 
was putting a gag upon the mouths of men 
whose lives were devoted to the service of the 
Church, and whose special mission it was to 
"raise the fallen and to save others from 
falling." 

Perhaps in no other part of the country was 
the passing of those three resolutions so power
fully and so disastrously felt as in the county 
of Cornwall, and yet it is questionable whether 
any other county in England is so far advanced 
in the principles of temperance as Cornwall is 
and bas long been. 

In their wisdom the heads of the Wesleyan 
Conference thought they were inflicting severe 
punishment upon some of the most ardent 
and, as they thought, over-zealous advocates 
of teetotalism in the ministry, by sending them 
uninvited into out-of-the-way circuits in Corn
wall and elsewhere to labour for the customary 
period of three years. The result has proved 
that 

"'l'here's a divinity that shapes our ends 
Rough-hew them how we will;" 

or, in other words, 
"His purposes will ripen fast, 

Unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 

But sweet will be the flower." 

These three years of exile were to some of 
these men like the sojourn of the apostle John 
on the I sle of Patmos, "a time of beatific 
vision," and a blessed preparation for the after
work of life. They were just Lhe kind of shep
herds many of the distressed lambs of the flock 
required, for they could sympathize with them 
and help them in the time of their greatest 
need. Not that all were of this stamp. Alas, 
no! There were some who were like wolves 
let loose amongst the wounded and bleeding 
lambs of the Lord's flock, and they did terrible 
havoc amongst them. L et the following facts 
suffice to illustrate this point:-

The district of St. Ives, in Cornwall, was 
one of those where teetotalism had wrought 
marvellous changes, and many were added to 
the churches thereby. The agitation described 
in another chapter was kept up by weekly 
meetings held alternately in the Wesleyan 
and the Primitive Methodist chapels. 

One of the ministers who had joined the 
teetotal society was the Rev. William .Appleby 
(Wesleyan, and colleague of the Revs. William 
Sanders and Christopher Ridler, ministers of 
the circuit). Mr. Appleby had agreed to 
deliver a course of six lectures on behalf of 
the society, and after delivering the first was 
summoned to attend the Annual Conference of 
1841, where the resolutions above named were 
passed, and he was appointed to another cir
cuit, although he bad been invited, and agreed 
to stay at St. Ives another year. During the 
time he was at the Conference a conversation 
took place between Mr. Ridler and Mr. Wil
liam Docton, a member of the Wesleyan body, 
and secretary to the temperance society. This 
conversation was relative to the use of the 
wine at the sacrament, whether the blood of 
our Saviour ought to be symbolized in fer
mented or unfermeuted wine. Mr. Ridler 
affirmed that it ought to be fermented wine, 
and Mr. Docton maintained the contrary. In 
the course of this conversation Mr. Ridler said 
that be who did not partake of the fermented 
wine at the sacrament lost the blessing of the 
ordinance. Many of the members of the Wes
leyan society in Cornwall thought otherwise, 
and would not partake of the sacrament on 
account of its being administered in intoxicat
ing wine. 

The conference of the Prirniti ve Methodists, 
held but a short time previous to this, had 
used the unfermented wine and unleavened 
bread at this ordinance, when the communi-
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cants were chiefly preachers in the Connexion, 
and the magazines of the body contained 
instructions that the same might b~ used 
throughout all their chapels. Mr. Docton 
mentioned this, and spoke of the probability 
of a number of the Wesleyan teetotallers 
going to the Primitive Methodist Chapel to 
partake of the sacrament. This conversation 
was reported to Mr. Sanders, superintendent 
minister, who immediately wrote to the Confer
ence desiring to be removed to another circuit, 
although he had previously arranged to stay 
at St. Ives. 

The Rev. Jonathan Turner of Shrewsbury 
was appointed superintendent of the St. Ives 
circuit, and his colleague was the Rev. John 
Allen. Hearing a report that Mr. Turner 
intended to act upon the resolutions passed 
by Conference, and shut the teetotallers out 
of the chapel, Mr. Docton, the secretary of 
the Temperance Society, took counsel with 
Richard Kemick, senr., circuit steward and 
trustee for the St. Ives and other W esleya.n 
chapels, and this gentleman advised him to 
take no notice of the report, but to publish 
the meetings as usual, as Mr. Turner had 
never mentioned anything to him about the 
matter. He did so. The same report, how
ever, had come to the ea,rs of Mr. John Jen
nings, a Wesleyan class-leader, who, anxious 
for the prosperity of teetotalism, and before 
another meeting was held in the Wesleyan 
Chapel, waited upon Mr. Turner to be satis
fied if there was any truth in it. At this 
interview one of the preachers stated that 
Conference had " wisely determined to put the 
teetotallers out of the chapel; that the Great 
Head of the Church had assembled with them 
in Conference, and given His approval of that 
determinatiom." 

Placards announcing the usual meeting were 
issued for Tuesday, September 2lst, 1841, and 
one was posted against the chapel wall as 
heretofore. This was seen and read by the 
Rev. Jonathan Turner as be was entering the 
chapel for morning service on Sunday, Sep
tember 19, and on the conclusion of his ser
mon he remarked: "I perceive on the wall 
of the chapel a placard announcing that what 
you call a teetotal meeting will be held in 
this chapel on Tuesday next; but I have to 
say that the teetotallers will not have the 
chapel, as it was built for the comfort and 
instruction of ou1· people, and not for the tee
totallers." This was spoken in a contemptuous 

manner and with strong emphasis, and he 
concluded by adding, "that Conference had 
passed a resolution for shutting the chapels." 

At this time about one hundred reclaimed 
drunkards were members of the church, and 
many of these and their friends immediately 
rose and left the chapel without waiting for 
the service to be concluded. Seeing this, Mr. 
Turner cried out, "Stop! stop! Hear me 
out. If anyone whose mind may be pained 
by this proceeding will call upon me to-mor
row, I will endeavour to satisfy him." But 
the blow was struck, and during the after
noon the whole town was in a state of agita
tion, and in the evening, instead of going as 
was their wont to the Wesleyan chapel, large 
numb~rs crowded into other places of worship. 
The feeling of indignation was intensified 
when it was ascertained that Mr. Turner had 
exercised his own authority, and bad given 
no previous notice of his intention to either 
a trustee meeting or a meeting of the leaders 
of his Connexion. In accordance with Mr. 
Turner's invitation (although he had not been 
present when the announcement was made) 
Mr. Docton and a friend waited upon their 
minister at bis own house, and after a long 
and unpleasant interview it turned out that 
Mr. Turner was annoyed at what be thought 
was a personal slight in making the announce
ment of the meeting without first asking hiru 
whether they could have the chapel. Notices 
were issued that the meeting would be held 
in a room gratuitously granted by a gentleman 
favourable to the cause, and that the meeting 
would have to consider the best means to be 
adopted under the circumstances. The meeting 
was largely attended, the room being filled to 
overflowing. At this meeting it was proposed 
that an effort be made to erect a temperance 
hall; but to this an amendment was imrn~di
ately made that they proceed to build a chapel. 
The ptoposer of this amendment was called 
upon to give his reasons for so doing, when 
be said that one of the preachers had told 
him that they (the preachers) were determined 
to carry out their measures if they lost their 
members by hundreds and thousands. This 
created considerable excitement, and on the 
amendment being put it was carried unani
mously, and at the close of the meeting sub
scriptions were entered into to the amoum of 
more than £100, which on the following d~LY 
were greatly augmented. After the resul~ of 
this meeting was known, efforts were made to 
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effect a reconciliation; and at a meeting of the 
teetotal members of the Wesleyan body, con
vened for the purpose, the following terms 
were drawn up, and a deputation appointed 
to lay the same in writing before 1r. Turner, 
viz. :-

" At a meeting of the Teetotal \Vesleyan 
M:ethodists, held on the 23d of September, it 
was resolved, that this meeting, hearing of a 
disposition on the part of the Rev. Jonathan 
Turner to withdraw his opposition to the tee
totallers occupying the Wesleyan chapels, and 
being desirous to meet this disposition, they 
offer, through their delegates, the following 
terms, which are deemed requisite to the 
maintenance of the fundamental principles of 
the Total Abstinence Society :-(1) 'A free 
use as heretofore of the chapels throughout 
the circuit, in which our advocates may dis
passionately advance the principle that it is 
morally wrong to 1naniifacture, sell, 01· drink 
as a beverage any intoxicating liquors.' (2) 
'That the notices of the public meetings of this 
society be published from tbe pulpits.'" 

The deputation met :M:essrs. Turner aud 
Allen, but the result was far from satisfactory, 
and at a meeting of the teetotallers on Friday, 
September 24th, it was resolved to form them
. elves into a separate body nuder the title of 
"The Teetotal vVesleyan Methodists of St. 
Ives, Cornwall." At subsequent meetiugs 
classes were formed, leaders and officials ap
pointed, and an en gag ment eutered into for 
the ground upon which the new clrnpel was 
to be built at au estimated cost of £1000. 
About 250 members seceded from the old 
body at St. Ives, and their example was fol
lowed shortly afterwards in Goldsithney, St. 
Just, Lelant, and Helston by about 150 mem
bers more. Among these, altogether, were to 
be found fourteen local preachers, twenty
four class leaders, and about 150 prayer 
leaders. 

Their rules were the same as the old body, 
except that relative to drunkenness, which 
they altered to read, ".1.lf anufacturin,g, buying, 
sell{ng, 01· giving any intoxicating drinks, or 
drinking them, unless prescribed by a medical 
practitioner." About a month after the for
mation of the new society at St. Ives a gen
eral meeting of the 'Vesleyan teetotallers was 
summoned to meet at Penzance. Here were 
assembled 100 members, amongst whom were 
the principal officers of the ix following cir
cuits, viz.: Penzance, St. Just, Helston, Mara-

zion, Hayle, and St. Ives, and in these there 
were about 4000 teetotallers. They took into 
consideration the recent events which had 
generally affected teetotalism; but the princi
pal object of their meeting was coolly and dis
passionately to discuss the merits of the St. 
Ives case, and to what conclusion they came 
is seen from the following resolution, which 
was carried unanimously :-"We deeply sym
pathize with onr St. Ives brethren in the 
circumstances in which they are placed, and, 
taking all things into consideration, approve 
of their conduct." 

The only other resolution passed was one to 
adjourn tbe meeting until the 8th November, 
when they again assembled and passed the 
following resolution touching this matter:
"That this meeting, having heard from some 
of the Methodist ministers and others of cer
tain resolutions having been adopted at the 
last Wesleyan Conference, which, if carried 
out and enforced, will not only prove detri
mental and injurious to teetotalism, but are 
also calculated to prorluce strife and dissen
sion, with other serious results in the Metho
dist societies; this meeting, therefore, can
not but express its feelings of sorrow and 
regret occasioned by the receipt of such pain
ful intelligence, and, i'l.t the same time, does 
most decidedly express its disapprobation of 
such stringent resolutions, as well as of the 
conduct of those ministers, trustees, and others, 
who have already, or may hereafter, enforce 
them; "that this meeting, deprecating as it 
does everything likely to produce strife anrl 
division in religious societies, is quite opposed 
to any speeches of teetotal advocates tending 
to prejudice those who differ from it on the 
subject of temperance; still it is aware that 
it is morally wrong to manufacture, sell, or 
drink intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and 
that it is the duty of all professing Christians 
to unite with it in carrying out the prin
ciples of total abstinence from all intoxicating 
liquors." 

In 1842 the number of teetotal W esleyau 
Methodists in St. Ives was about 600, an<l 
the movement had spread to snch an extent 
that the circuit embraced an area of about 
twenty miles, with preaching stations at Gold
sithney, Marazion, Lelant, Penzance, Perrin, 
Zennor, Helston, Camborue, Carbis, Lady 
Downs, Cripple's Ease, Hayle, and St. Just. 
At St. Just and St. I 'Tes new chapels were 
erected specially for the teetotal Methodists. 
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Although the quarterly meeting of the old 
body at St. Ives invited Mr. Turner to stay 
another year, the people protested against it, 
and Conference removed him to another cir
cuit. These facts are condensed from A 
Vindication of the Case of the Teetotal Wes
leyan .Methodists of St. Ives, Cornwall, by 
Mr. F. T. Vibert, published at Penzance in 
1842. 

The teetotal Methodists of St. Ives district 
afterwards became incorporated with the 
Methodist New Connexion, but the circuit 
retains its peculiar characteristics as regards 
membership, &c., and bas only such mini ·ters 
appointed to it as are pledged teetotallers and 
supporters of the movement (Western Tem
perance Herald, 1869, p. 165). 

In a series of papers contributed to the 
.Methodist Temperance Ma,qazine for 1883, the 
Rev. G. A. Bennetts, B.A., tries to show that 
"Mr. Wesley constituted the Methodist So
ciety as a temperance association," and affirms 
that he (Mr. Bennetts) has "sufficiently estab
lished Mr. Wesley's claim to be regarded as 
the sower of the seed which is developing to 
so plentiful a harvest in the present temper
ance movement." 

That the Rev. John Wesley was one of those, 
who, in his day, sowed the good seed of tem
perance we are free to admit, and we contend 
that if Wesley's rules bad been corn plied with 
by bis followers, there is a probability that 
Loth Methodism and temperance would have 
made more progress than they have done. 
The fact tbat Mr. Wesley had such advanced 
views on the drink question seems to strengthen 
the case against those of his followers who 
became persecutors of the principles he pro
mulgated and enforced. True he did not 
preach or teach teetotalism, but it is only 
reasonable to assume that had he lived until 
the day of teetotal societies he would have 
been as warm and faithful in his advocacy of 
the more advanced and consistent pledge as 
any of us. 

On page 107 .Methodist Temperance Maga
zine, 1883, Mr. Bennetts says: "Cornwall was 
the scene of some of the grandest triumphs 
of the early temperance advocates; as early 
as 1838 there were 18,000 teetotallers in the 
county, and Cornwall has the honour of being 
the first English county to demand by the 
voice of an enormous majority of its electors, 
the closing of public-houses on the Lord's-day, 
tlrns proving that the temperance doctrines 

of Mr. Wesley have uot been without their 
fruit." 

Whilst admitting the facts herein stated, 
we are sorry that we cannot follow Mr. Beu
netts in his deductions, and fail to see that 
Wesleyan Methodism has any just right to 
the honours claimed by the Rev. G. A. Ben
netts in his articles. Carefnl investigation 
of the facts prove beyond controversy that a 
very large proportion of the teetotallers in 
Cornwall up to 1870, or even later, be
came teetotallers first, and then members of 
the Methodist Society. We can distinctly 
remember the testimonies of the late Mr. 
William Docton of St. Ives, Mr. James Teare, 
the great apostle of temperance in Cornwall, 
and others, who were Wesleyan Methodists, 
and therefore more likely to be prejudiced in 
favour of rather than against the society, and 
they had to confess with grief and shame, 
that where they looked for help and sympathy 
they often met with opposition and persecu
tion. 

From 1841 to 1850 the other branches of 
the Methodist family had to succour and 
support the persecuted and afflicted teeto
tallers in Cornwall, and therefore Mr. Ben
netts assumes too much when he attem.pts to 
claim for Wesleyan Methodism the honour of 
educating Cornwall to the standard of tem
perance to which that county bas so nobly 
and honourably attained. The fact is, the 
teetotalism of Corn wall has taught Methodism 
that it was not what its founder intended it 
to be, and never will be until the traffickers 
in strong drink are not received within its 
pale. If \Vesleyan Methodism is strong in 
Cornwall to-day, it has to thank teetotalism 
for much of its strength and glory. 

At Truro in Cornwall, the Temperance 
Society in 1843 reported that they had on 
their pledge-book 300 reclaimed drunkards, 
one-third of which number had united them
selves as members with different religious 
societies. 

The Conference of 1841 was so far con
sistent in its actions that, whilst it closed the 
doors of its chapels, &c., against the teeto
tallers, it derived a revenue from the use 
of portions of its property for the storage of 
wines and spirits. The basement of a build
ing which the piety and benevolence of the 
friends of Methodism erected and set apart 
as a commemoration of its immortal fonnder 
-the Wesleyan Centenary Hall, London-
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was let to a wine and spirit dealer, as was also 
the lower portion of the Wesleyan Metho
dist Chapel, Pitt Street, Liverpool. Imme
diately after the publication of the resolutions 
of the Conference of 1841, some wag had a 
large placard printed and posted upon one of 
the doors of the Pitt Street Chapel. Upon 
this placard were the following lines, indica
tive of the diverse uses to which the building 
was appropriated :-

There's a spirit above and a spirit below, 
The spirit of love and the spirit of woe; 
The spirit above is the spirit divine, 
But the spirit below is the spirit of wine. 

Many true friends of temperance and reli
gion felt their hearts moved with sorrow when 
they saw the house of prayer so foully dese
crated, and were anxious to cast out the demon 
drink from the precincts of Pitt Street Chapel, 
but could not. What others failed to do, the 
Rev. Charles Garrett accomplished; and 
through his exertions the foul spirit was 
eventually driven forth from the precincts of 
the chapel. 

Very different was the action of the Primi
tive Methodist Society, which, as a whole, has 
from the beginning smiled upon and helped 
the temperance movement, as also the Wes
leyan Association, afterwards United Metho
dist Free Churches, the Free Gospel, or Inde
pendent Methodists, and other branches of 
the Methodist family. 

In the face of the terrible evils arising from 
the use of strong drink, and the awful havoc 
it has made, aye, still is making in the 
churches, we cannot believe that the founder 
of Methodism would ever have sanctioned the 
passing of any such rules as those adopted by 
the Conference of 1841. 

That they were not carried by a unanimous 
vote of the Conference we feel assured, and 
many ministers not in the legal hundred were 
wounded to the heart by such action. There 
were heroic men amongst them who were 
members of and active workers in the tem
perance army, hence the passing of the third 
of these resolutions, but it did not close their 
mouths or prevent them from advocating the 
claims of total abstinence. They had personal 
knowledge of the good it was doing, and how 
it was helping to build up and strengthen 
Methodism, and every other church where 
reformed men were encouraged, and helped 
to persevere in the ways of temperance. 

Such men as Richard Tabraham, W. J. 

Shrewsbury, Samuel Romily Hall, J. Cox, 
Joseph Hargreaves, George Maunder, T. B. 
Stephenson, Charles Garrett, and others, were 
like leaven, and gradually extended an in
fluence which was in time productive of grand 
and glorious results. 

The REv. RICHARD TABRAHAM entered the 
Wesleyan ministry in 1 15, and at a very 
early stage of the temperance movement, in 
1834, joined the ranks, and was" distinguished 
among its advocates for his zeal and energy 
in the cause, and that too when such advo
cacy was by no means popular amongst the 
ministers and members of his own denomina
tion, or indeed of any other. But he lived to 
see, if not the full triumph of his principles, 
at least a marked progress in that direction, 
and this would no doubt be a great consola
tion to him in his later years." Mr. Tabraham 
remained in the active work of the ministry 
for fifty-four years, and in 1869 was super
annuated, at which time he was the oldest 
minister in the effective ranks. 

Possibly his fearless advocacy of temper
ance principles was one of the reasons why 
his labours were confined to small rural dis
tricts, as he was never stationed in what is 
usually termed the most important stations, 
such as London, Leeds, Manchester, &c. He 
generally remained in all his circuits the utmost 
length of time allowed by Conference regula
tion, and was beloved by the people. As a 
preacher he was plain and practical, his ser
mons being full of experimental religion, prov
ing that the truths he preached to others were 
enjoyed in his own life. He was one of those 
who spoke that which be did know, and testi
fied that which he had hirnself seen. During 
the unhappy struggle of 1849 and following 
years, when the reform agitation, resulting in 
secession, was at its height, he was stationed 
in places where the conflict was intense, and 
the trials he and others had to endure were 
of the most painful nature. 

Besides doing the regular duties of an 
itinerant on his circuit, Mr. Tabraham went 
forth regularly at every opportunity to ad vo
cate the cause of temperance. At the towns 
and villages within reasonable distance of the 
place of his residence he was ever ready to 
unfurl the temperance banner. He kept a 
journal of his labours, and was accustomed 
once a year to contribute to the T emperance 
Advocate, published in the I sle of Man, the 
result of his toils for the preceding year, which 
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usually amounted to from.fifty to one hundred 
meetings in that space of time. \V1·iting in 
1870 the Rev. E. Barras spoke of Mr. Tabra
liam iu the following terms:-" No one could 
justly accuse him of remissness of duty. He 
faithfully keeps the 'Twelve Rules of a 
Helper,' and is never, we believe, neither 
'unemployed,' nor 'tritlingly ewployed,' nor 
does he 'trifle away time.' In his advocacy 
there is nothing uttered that does not comport 
with the dignity of the Christian minister. 
His endeavour is always to do good . He 
does not take up the subject of temperance 
for amusement. He is invariably 'serious, 
weighty, and solemn.' He acts as in the sight 
of God, and feels the responsibility of his 
situation." 

Mr. Tabraham took part in the delibera
tions of the "World's Tern perance Con ven
tion" at London in 1846, and lifted his voice 
in defence of the "long pledge." He was 
for no half-measures. He would renounce 
the use of liquors everywhere, and would 
have nothing to do with them either in shape 
or form. He was no e:i,"Pediency man, and 
had no sympathy with the cry then raised, 
"You go too far." He was one of the essayists 
at the ministerial convention held in 1848, his 
theme being" Sabbath-schools." Before com
mencing to read his paper on this occasion 
Mr. Tabraham said: "During the fourteen 
years that I have been identified with the 
cause of total abstinence, it has of ten occurred 
to me that the youth are our hope for the 
future. I have thought that the youth con
nected with our Sabbath-schools are a very 
important part of the pastoral charge, and I 
feel exceedingly delighted that some move
ment is to be made in relation to the teachers 
and children of our Sabbath-schools." 

In the . course of his paper he gave some 
startling facts as to the effects of drink iu the 
home circle, and the pernicious results of 
giving children "sips" or one tea-spoonfu l out 
of father or mother's glass. He says: "Of the 
first one hundred scholars admitted into a 
Sunday-school, the character of sixty-five 
was in after years fully known; thirty-eight 
were confirmed drunkards, five transported, 
one the caus~ of his mother's death in a public
house, others had been occasionally dnrnk, 
and only two had joined the Church of Christ, 
and even these had previously fallen into in
temperance. Thousands trained in Sabbath 
and week-day schools have become the victims 

of our drinkiug customs." He concluded hi 
admirable paper with an earnest appeal to his 
ministerial brethren to do all in their power 
to educate the young in the principles of true 
temperance. This paper was printed and 
widely circulated, and materially helped to 
strengthen the efforts then being put forth to 
form Bands of Hope throughout the lengtli 
and breadth of the country. 

At the Wesleyan Methodist Conference 
held at Liverpool in 1868, a public temper
ance meeting was held, and Mr. Tabraham 
was one of the speakers. He said "he would 
occupy about five minutes in sketching liis 
humble experience, that it might reach the 
heart of youth, the heart of parents, the heart 
of Christians, the heart of some of his beloved 
brother ministers in the \Vesleyan ministry. 
At a very early age, almost as early as be could 
remember, when a little boy in the great and 
awful city of London, be, following the natural 
taste which God had given him, and which up 
to that time had been providentially preserved, 
was averse to the taste of Loudoll porter, a.ud 
objected to partake of the family beverage; 
and his dear and, he trusted, sainted mother, 
whom he wonld meet ere long in the kingdom 
of their common Father in heaven, said: 
'Richard, if it is repugnant to you, you shall 
have your own way and not taste it.' Whe11 
al>out seventeen years of age I was brought 
under the influence of grace, and joined the 
Wesleyan Society; godly wisdom put into my 
hands the rules of the society, and I read, 
'All drunkenness, buying or elling spirituons 
liquors or drinking them, except in cases of 
extreme necessity.' I smiled approval and 
said, 'I have never drank spirits and I never 
will,' and that resolution I have kept until I 
am nearly seventy-six years of age. When, 
in the year 1815, it pleased God, through the 
agency of the Wesleyan ministry, to send me 
into a circuit, I said to myself in the quiet of 
my heart: ' I shall have sore temptations, 
great exposures, imminent dangers; now for 
rules.' The first rule that I made was that 
rny drink should be water or milk; but not 
beer. As to wine, whether home or foreign, 
weak or strong, I never drank two glasses at 
any one time for any person, or under any 
circumstances. As for spirits, I never took 
them except for medicine; and if I lived 
rightly and worked hrnl, breathed pure air, 
and prayed for grace, I would never need it 
as medicine. Another rule was that as I 
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never had hurt my delicate, sensitive sense of 
smell by using snuff, I never would. Thus it 
became a part of my religion not to smoke, 
not to drink, and not to take snuff; but to be 
a plain, earnest, devoted Methodist preacher, 
until God should call me home. I was one of 
the first to join the old. British and Foreigu 
Temperance Society, an<l, for anything I know, 
my name remains on the pledge-book of that 
Jefunct society, good at that time, and good 
in its object; but superseded by the more 
perfect thing. I am happy to say that be
tween thirty and forty years ago I became 
one of the :first to adopt out-and-out teetotal 
principles. For some time I thought I should 
do more good by not signing the pledge than 
signing it, and persisted in that mistake. I 
discovered, however, my misapprehension, and 
my name was entered in the pledge-book, and 
there it stands, and I hope it will remain there 
till the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
and the earth and all its works shall be de
stroyed. Having been fif ty-tbree years in 
the vVesleyan itinerancy, and l>y the singular 
providence of God put at the top of that 
ministry as the oldest present travelling 
preacher, and being nearly ~eventy-six years 
of age, I believe I can, without boasting in 
the slightest (for thank God I am nothing bnt 
by his grace), work with most of my junior 
brethren . I just wish to say that as I am 
uearing the grave, and looking upon a bright 
prospect of heaven, I am growing happier and 
happierinthewidespread and mighty influence 
among Methodists and Methodist preachers 
of teetotalism." 

In a letter dated London, January 26th, 
1870, and addressed to Mr. William Logan, 
this venerable Christian minister concluded 
with the following temperance testimony:-

"I have been an avowed enemy to drink, to
bacco, snuff, and fashion more than seventy years; 
have borne some losses, crosses, and scorn for tee
t otalism nearly forty years, and now I see it crowned 
with laurels, its professors honourecl, its universal 
spread in the distance, and am sometimes able to 
lecture for it five times in the week in my seventy
eightb year, and hope to die and be buried an out
and-out teetotaller. Go on prosperously.-Yours in 
Jesus, "RICHARD TABRAHAM." 

Mr. Tabraham Ii ved to see the establish
ment of a temperauce society under the official 
sanction of the Conference, and the old 
patriarch rejoiced that the reproach was re
moved, and his life, labours, and sacrifices for 

what he felt and knew was the cause of God, 
as well as that of humanity, were not in vain. 
His earthly pilgrimage was brought to a close 
on the 22d day of December, 1878, at the ripe 
age of eighty-seven years. 

WILLIAM JAMES SrrREWSBURY was born at 
Deal in 1795. In 1815 he was sent to the 
'Vest Indies, where he laboured as a trne
hearted missionary for uine years. When 
stationed in the island of Barbadoes, the 
chapel in which be preached and the house he 
occupied, with his library an<l. all his manu
scripts, were destroyed, and he himself and 
his wife, who was in a delicate state of health 
at the time, narrowly escaped death at the 
hands of an infuriated mob, whose only cause 
of hatred was that he and his brethren were 
friends of the negro race, and were making 
strenuous efforts to promote Christianity 
amongst those down-trodden members of the 
human family. 

After nine years' incessant labour and per
secution Mr. Shrewsbury returned home to 
England, but very soon afterwards sailed to 
another part of the mi sion :field, being ap
pointed to labonr in South Africa, uuder the 
superintendence of the Rev. W. Shaw, who 
in his Story of my Jlz"ssion often makes ruention 
of his beloved friend and fellow-labourer, 
Rev. W. J. Shrewsbury. 

As au illustration of the arduous task in 
which they were engaged, we may state that 
Messrs. Shaw aud Shrewsbury performed a 
mi ionary journey together among the Kafir 
tribes "which lasted five weeks, duriug which 
they travelled 600 miles, principally on horse
back, and for twenty-one nights slept on the 
ground, sometimes in the fiel<ls, but generally 
in the native huts, without undressing, except 
occasionally to change their linen." 

Mr. Shrewsbury la,boured in the Butter
worth station and in Graham's Town with 
great success. "By a most painful dome tic 
bereavement Mr. Shrewsbury was necessitated 
to return to England; but," ays Mr. Shaw, 
"he left behind him an uudyiDg reputation 
for piety, ministerial ability, and fidelity." 

At an early period of bis ministry Mr. 
Shrewsbury became a total abstainer. The 
followiug extracts from a speech he delivered 
in the town of Bradford: where he was then 
stationed, will give the facts in his own words. 
He says : "During my first year's residence 
in Tortola it was my happiness to be under 
the fatherly care of the oldest Wesleyan mis-



62 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

sionary in the West Indies, the Rev. George 
Johnstone. He was forty years of age 
when he went to the West Indies, ar,d of a 
habit of body not well suited to that climate, 
both of which circumstances were unfriendly 
to his living there; yet he went through la
bour that would have kille'd almost any two 
other men, and continued in his work for 
seventeen years, when he died, beloved and 
respected in the island of Jamaica. He was 
not a total abstainer, but a very abstemious 
man, and I once heard him say that previous 
to leaving Scotland he consulted a medical 
man as to his course of diet in the West 
Indies. That gentleman replied: 'Mr. John
stone, if you have been accustomed to take a 
little ale or spirits in this country, you may 
take them sparingly in the West Indies; but 
if you have not taken them at home, the less 
you taste them abroad the better.' I never 
forgot the remark, and it produced in me a 
strong predisposition to take but little except 
water." 

Mr. Shrewsbury also gave the experience 
of the REV. THOMAS MORGAN, who spent two 
periods of service in the West Indies, and 
scarcely suffered a day from headache or sick
ness. His fellow-missionaries said be was "as 
bard as a Welsh pony," and yet he never 
drank anything but water. Mr. Shrewsbnry 
bad three attacks of fever in the West Indies, 
and a long-continued fever in Africa, and con
sidered that his recovery and preservation 
were, under God, mainly owing to bis tem
perate habits, verging even then on total 
abstinence principles. 

In the same address Mr. Shrewsbury gave 
bis reasons "as a man, as a father, ancl as a 
Christian minister," for being a teetotaller, and 
related some startling facts which had come 
unrler his own observation. 

In 1840 he delivered a lecture at Bradford 
on "Alcohol against the Bible and the Bible 
against Alcohol," which produced a great sen
sation, as it was much in advance of popular 
opm10n. At the expense of the chairman
Thomas Beaumont, M.D.-this lecture was 
printed and published, and is a masterly I ro
duction, based on the position thus stated by 
the lecturer: "The Bible approves of nothing 
but what is really good, and disapproves of 
nothing but what is really evil. Whatever 
intoxicates is not good but evil; therefore, 
whatever intoxicates is against the Bible and 
the Bible against it, by whatever name the 

thin,q may be distinguished or known." Upon 
this basis be proceeds to argue as a scholar 
and a civine, his knowledge of the Hebrew 
enabling him to appeal to the roots of the 
various words in the sacred writings renderetl 
wine; and he ably proves that that upon which 
a blessing was pronounced was free from those 
intoxicating elements for which our modern 
wines are so much distinguished. 

In 1842 he published a sermon entitled 
"Teetotalism Tried by the Test of Scripture," 
founded on Philippians iv, 8, which contains 
a most powerful appeal, from which we cull 
the following:-" Think deeply; ponder. Do 
not take a cursory, a hasty, an incidental view 
of the matter. Take time to think. Think 
whether the world will be better or worse if 
spirituous drinks were to be henceforward 
wholly unknown. You will not want to think 
twice on that subject. Truth flashes on yo11r 
mind with the light of a sunbeam. It irradi
ates your soul in a moment. You are awed 
by it. You sigh and say, '0, what a happy 
world!' Then, think whether or not, since the 
universal destruction of strong drinks wonlcl 
be a universal good, they can be of any real 
value to mankind. The universal destruction 
of water would be a universal calamity; all 
flesh would die. The universal destruction of 
strong drink would be no calamity at all; 
nobody would die; many thousands would be 
saved to live thereby. Stand still, 0 man! 
let me reason with thee as a man. Suppose 
one united edict to be passed by the govern
ments of all civilized nations, as a proof that 
they were civilized, to the effect that strong 
drink should be manufactured no more for 
ever, without a tremendous penalty suited to 
the crime, and that all spirituous drink that 
could be found in existence should be collected 
together in one vast heap to form the funeral 
pile of Alcohol, the Juggernaut of England 
and America. Soon as you saw the fire lighted 
which was to consunie the consumer of the 
human race, would you wish its flames ex
tinguished? or would you witness the confla
gration with joy? Would you not indeed Le 
ready to adopt the language of the Psalmist 
and shout with exultation, '0 thou enemy, 
destructions are come to a perpetual end' 1 
(Psalms ix. 6). I appeal to thee, 0 man; to 
thee, 0 woman; to thee, 0 child; to each and 
everyone of you who' feareth God and worketh 
righteousness,' whether such a destruction of 
strong drink would not furnish you with a 
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song of unbounded joy and praise. Do not 
say that this is a romantic idea- that it is an 
appeal to your imagination rather than to 
reason; for be who perceives that this bold 
conception, were it realized, would be a mighty 
benefit, hath in that perception of his clear und 
unclouded understanding an eternal reason ichy 
he for one shonld taste inebriating drinks no 
more. Think, then, whether you ought in any 
shape to keep up the use of what, for the 
sake of others, at least, you would wish to be 
universally unknown. 

"My brethren, I once more urge upon you 
tlwnght. It is a subject of tremendous impor
tance. It relates to your souls and to eternity; 
to your children's souls a.nd your children's 
eternity; to your neighbours' souls and your 
neighbours' eternity. It relates to the church 
and its purity; to ministers and their holine s 
and piety; to sinners and their con version; 
to Mahommedaus, who laugh at drnnken 
Christians and their conversion; to the hea
then and their Sc'..lvr.tion; to our country ar.d 
its prosperity; to our God and His eternal 
glory. Then do not say we push matters 
to an extreme, and so refuse to tliink mnch 
about it. The doctrines of Christ were poken 
of as extreme by some of his hearers, who 
sa.id: ' This is an hard saying; who can 
hear it?' (John vi. 60). Think, I beseech you, 
very seriously and very prayerfully, and the 
more yon bring seriousness and prayer to the 
exerci e of your thoughts, the more easily and 
the more permanently will you be convinced 
that against total abstinence from inebriating 
<lriuks nothing can be said; while for total 
abstinence much may be solidly ad vancecl, 
taking for the basis of remark the admirable 
summary in the text, : Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever,' &c. Consider what I have said, 
and the Lord give you understanding in all 
things." 

Mr. Shrewsbury also attended the minis
terial conference of 1848, and presided one 
day with great acceptance, and contributell 
an essay entitled, "The Connection of Total 
Abstinence with the Progress of Christianity," 
which was deemed one of the most able of the 
whole series. 

He died on the 4th March, 1866, at the 
age of seventy-one years. 

Another of the pioneers of temperance in 
the Wesleyan ministry was the REV. SAMUEL 
RoMILY HALL, who, in 1868, filled the high 
office of president. Mr. Hall was a native of 

Bristol, and entered the ministry in 1836. 
He occupied some of the most important sta
tions in the country, having laboured several 
years in London, Birmingham, Hull, Leeds, 
Liverpool, Manchester, and Bristol. He was 
a warm-hearted, zealous advocate of the tem
perance cause, a cause by which he faithfully 
stood throngh all the changes that took place 
from the date of his first adoption of its prin
ciples. 

What Mr. Hall's views were are best ex
pressed in bis own words, thus:-

"Whatever may be the opinions of men on 
this subject (some for and others against), I 
tell you one thing, I see that drunkenness 
pervades all circles. I see that the social use 
of intoxicating drink is the groundwork of 
in temperance. I see that there is a notion 
prevailing in our social circles that it is a 
respectable thing to take wine, and that it is 
courteous and hospitable to ask a visitor to 
take a glass of wine. I see that kind of 
tampering with the mischief is based upou 
the silly and conceited idea that it is respect
able and so on. I see that it gradually leads 
young men, aye, and sometimes women too, 
to habits from which they cannot retreat, and 
which they would give the world could they 
free themselves of. I see wherever men touch 
not and taste not a thing that is so accursed, 
in almost every large family, and in almost 
every home among the working population, 
that the e men are the freest from disease, 
from suffering, and from sin. I see all that; 
and without taking up what is called the 
Scriptural argument, the medical argument, 
or the argument based upon statistics, I would 
take the social argument. To those who see 
no harm in taking a glass of wine, beer, or 
spirits, I should like to say, Have you not 
seeu little children play with fruit and the 
glasses when you have done at social parties? 
This is getting the first taste of a nasty and 
ruinous thing. Have you never offered to 
your little ones the glass which, by and by, 
of their own wills they will take, and thus 
prepare themselves for the ruin and curse of 
life? Do you know any large family circle 
which has not been disgraced by two or more 
of its members, when grown up into life, 
bringing shame and sorrow upon parents, 
brothers, and sisters, because of the curse of 
their drunkenness? Then, if you would be 
'without rebuke,' if you would never have a 
child of yours by and by, when he gets to 
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shame and sin, turn round and say to you, 
'Father, you took your glass; you led me to 
take two and then more; now I am brought 
to a drunkard's death.> If you would set a 
good example to those around yon, maintain 
wherever you go, abstinence, total and entire, 
from that which does you no good, but which 
does so many of your associates and country
men such damnable and ruiuous harm. How 
many drunkards are there that cannot enter 
heaven, who die daily? This is one of the 
aspects of the case which statistics deal with 
very freely. I do not know the £gnre, but I 
believe it is said that, in our own kingdom, 
three or four drunkards die every hour. 
Have you ever been responsible for the en
couragement of those in your social circle who 
drink a poison that has led them to an early 
grave, or to great vice and to hell? You are 
to 'let your light shine,' you are to be 'with
out rebuke.' Do not tamper, do not trifle 
with this; do not pooh-pooh what good meu 
falk about who are said to be extreme; do 
not turn the laugh at the social table against 
the teetotaller. I remember once, not far 
from this very spot, joini11g in a very delight
ful company of young people. The occasion 
was the coming of age of a lovely daughter of 
a gentleman at whose house we met. It was 
a large entertainment, and most of the per
sous present were young people. I remember 
very well when a minister, who was carving 
a luxurious joint, asked ome lady prese11t to 
take wine with him. As she declined, the 
laugh was turned upon me. I bore it very 
pleasantly, but as the party went on a little 
too far, a gentleman at the head of the table 
had to defend the subject. I then very 
quietly whispered to the minister, but loud 
enough to be heard by all present, 'Do yon 
know a family that has not suffered from the 
curse of drunkenne s?' His most intimate 
friend, his nearest aud closest associate, the 
son of another Methodist minister, not many 
months before had died of deliriwn tremens, 
the result of drunkenness. Do not, therefore, 
trifle and laugh at the driuking habits of 
society. You will only dishonour yonrsel ves 
if you do so. Do not encourage others in tl1e 
u 'e of what may lead them to rnin and death. 
If then you would be 'without rebuke,' and 
'let your light shine,' in the midst of your 
social circle, let your conduct and influence 
be such as shall best promote the health, pro
sperity, and peace of those with ·whom you 

live, and of those amongst whom you asso
ciate." 

As president of the Conference in 186 , 
whilst there was still a strong feeling against 
teetotalism, Mr. Hall did not fail in his utter
ances in favour of the movement and its prin
ciples, aud to urge the necessity for action on 
the part of the Conference. He spoke thus: 
"The age is active for good. Vigorous and 
vigilant efforts are being made by godly men 
of all churches to overtake, if they can, cer
tain recognized and classified evils; to contend 
with those evils, to remedy them. Men are 
being classified IJOW as the destitute class, the 
depraved class, the dangerous class; classes 
utterly beyond the power of any single com
munity rightly to reach and remedy. Now 
it would be, I think, to our interest to ascer
tain how far we can take our part in the 
exercise of a social influence, so as to remedy 
the admitted evils and dangers of the social 
state. And it is on this ground that I have, 
without begrudging and without disguise, 
always looked with high approval upon those 
efforts that are made by earnest men to check 
the wide-spread intemperance of the people. 
And I camiot but suppose that it would be 
highly pleasing to that great and blessed 
Being, who, iu His infinite goodness, excludes 
all drunkards from His kingdoru, if we, in 
some way or other, can cheer or aid the men 
who are doing battle to one of the most insi
dious and diabolical foes that ever invaded 
our homes and overshadowed our land with 
shame." 

Under the auspices of the National Tem
pemnce League, a large meeting was held in 
Exeter Ball, when the Rev. S. R. Hall, as 
president of the Wesleyan Conference, with 
the presidents of three other branches of 
Methodism, and the chairmen of the Congre
gational and Baptist Unions, all delivered 
addresses in favour of total abstinence. 

In the conrse of his interesting address on 
that occasion, the president of the Wesleyan 
Conference spoke of the progress of the move
ment, the opposition they had to contend 
with, the methods adopted, and the value of 
personal experience, and in this connection 
he narrated au adventure he had in a town in 
the North of England. He went to a large 
room used for preaching, and asked if there 
was not to be a band meeting there that night. 
Such was the case; and he went in and list
ened to one person after another who had 
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been called roughs. The first thing that 
struck him was the unusual tenderness and 
gentleness of their utterances. One man 
related his being asked to become a teetotal
ler, his becoming one, and then his desiring 
something better, "and this," said he, "is the 
place where God pardoned my sins." The 
ruan related his experience, and after the 
meeting Mr. Hall promised to preach on the 
Monday night. He did so, and met about 
400 people gathered from the lowest parts of 
tlie town, it being arranged that no respect
able person should enter. He made inquiries 
as to how the work began, and was told that 
a man who lived in the neighbourhood was 
so horrified at the depth of degradation that 
he proposed to change his residence. Bnt on 
reflection he said to himself that was not 
right. He stayed among them, hired a little 
room, and commenced meetings, and this was 
the first link of a work of God by wbich a 
considerable number were converted. This 
rn:m got a number of poor people together 
aJJd read them J . W. Kirton's popular story, 
"Buy your own Cherries," then published iu 
the British Tl'orkman. He asked them to 
come again next week and briug their com
panions with them, and "from that day to 
thi ," said Mr. Hall, "the work had been pro
gressing." 

Mr. H all died J uue 6th, 1876, in his sixty
fourtb year. 

The following extracts from an address 
given by the REv. JAMES Cox, Wesleyan mis
sionary of the West Indies, while in England 
in 1844 shows that he was straight on the 
temperance question. In reply to the question, 
"Ought not ministers of religion to support 
total abstinence?" be said: "0 what a stum
bling-block would be removed from the way 
of the ungodly, and the godly too, by the re
n nnciation of alcoholic drinks! How greatly 
has it promoted the work of God in the \Vest 
Indiau Islands in which I have laboured! 
What a source of thanksgiving is it to thou
sands there, who have been directly or in
directly benefited by it! For the diffusion of 
this trnth I have bad, and do have, the thanks 
of my brethren in the ministry, the prayers 
and thanks of leaders and people, rich and 
poor, fathers and mothers, husbands and 
wives, whose bleeding hearts have been com
forted by the reformation and piety of their 
former ungodly relations, who after embrac
ing total abstinence have been led to drink of 
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that river, 'the streams whereof make glad 
the city of God,' and who would without it 
have been their curse and pest to this day. 
I have had, and so have my brethren, the joy 
of hearing persons in our love-feasts arise anJ 
bless God with overflowing hearts and eyes 
for abstinence, as the means of leading them 
to Christ. I have joy in seeing those in 
our churches, whose walk was inconsistent and 
unsteady while they were rnoderately itsing those 
drinks, now adorning their profession, and 
rejoicing in the improved tone of their piety, 
since they abandoned what our Magazine 
(Wesleyan) justly terms the pestiferous liquid. 
I have seen grog-shops (those nurseries of hell) 
abandoned in some localities on account of the 
diffusion of total abstinence. I have the joy 
of hearing my brethren from year to year re
joicing in their deliverance from the delusion 
formerly entertained concerning such liquors. 
I hear an altered tone on the subject even 
among persons generally, who have not the 
courage to adopt it; and to dissipate the fears 
of those my honoured brethren anywhere, 
who may strangely apprehend danger to the 
interests of religion on account of it, I have 
only to record one fact among many- namely, 
that in the circuit (St. Kitts) in which I have 
laboured for the last four years we have had 
an increase in our churches of ONE THOUSAND 
THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT, and a 
corre ponding increase of funds; and peace 
and harmony have prevailed in all our bor
ders. In the Antigua di trict, in the last 
seven years, our total increase is three thousand 
five hundred ancl four" (Bristol Temperance 
Herald, 1844, p. 82). 

After a little time in England Mr. Cox 
returned to the mission field, and re umed 
bis work of preaching and teaching, by pre
cept and example, total abstinence as an 
essential part of the glorious gospel, or "glad 
tidings to suffering, sinful humanity." He 
was a man of strong physical frame and 
constitution, and for a long series of years 
was able to undergo the fatigues and dangers 
of a missionary's life, most of his time being 
spent in India, &c. He died at Morant Bay, 
Jamaica, May 30th, 1859. 

In a quiet, unostentatious, but thoroughly 
earnest manner, the REv. GEORGE MAUN DER 
was for many years a laborious worker in the 
temperance cause. He did not so often, as 
some of his compeers, appear on the platform, 
but when he did he was heard with wrapt 
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attention. He was a hard student and a gre3:t 
lover of books, and was therefore deemed some
what of a recluse. He was an able preacher, 
and occupied some prominent circuits, being 
held in high esteem both by his brethren and 
the people amongst whom be laboured. Re 
was senior editor of the Methodist Temperance 
J'.fagazine, and wrote many able articles on 
various phases of the question. Mr. Maunder 
identified himself with the temperance move
ment early in life, and continued true to the 
last. He died June 2lst, 1878, at the age of 
sixty-five years. 

These sketches and extracts are given to 
show the character, worth, and work of some 
of the men to whom the Wesleyan Methodist 
Conference, the Connexion itself, and the 
world are indebted for the light and know
ledge, experience and example, which even
tually aroused the lay element, told on the 

official mind, and compelled the Conference 
to take action towards removing the stigma 
that for thirty-five years had rested upon 
Wesleyan Methodism. In 1876 the church 
began to assume its true relation to the tem
perance movement, and now the very stone 
which many of the pseudo-builders of Metho
dism so scornfully rejected, is becoming one of 
the chief corner-stones. Later generations of 
Methodists will blush to know that some of the 
fathers of their beloved church wera so blinded 
by prejudice, so enslaved by depravad appetites 
and social customs, so anxious for the gold of 
the liquor vendors, that they f rgot their 
solemn obligations and responsihlities, aud 
despite Methodist rules allowed i;hese "poi
soners general" to hold high offices :rnd become 
"stumbling-blocks" to the progrrus of one of 
the greatest social, moral, and reli6ious move
ments of the nineteenth century. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

TEETOTALISM IN SCOTLAND. 1836-1845. 

Work of the Paisley Society-Labours and Influence of Mr. E. Morris-Gla gow Total Abstinence Society
Discussions-Lecture by E. forris-Morris versu,s Gray Discussion- Experience of ewfoundland
Test Resolution-Glasgow Soiree-Active Workers in Scotland-John Frazer on Total Abstinence in 
Edinburgh-Success of Rev. R. G. Mason-John M'Intosh the Teetotal Guard-Rev. John Inglis 
-Dumfries Total Abstinence Society-Scottish Temperance Union Established-Father Mathew in 
Scotland-Reception and Results-Western Temperance Union-Scottish Temperance League Insti
tuted-Henry Vincent as Agent-United Presbyterian Church Abstinence Society-Robert Kettle
John Laing of Kirkconnell-Daniel M'Nicol-John Aitken-William Logan-Captain D. Brotchie 
of Greenock-Alexander Beattie-Malcolm M'Farlane-James Scrymgeour-Sir F. Alexander 
Mackenzie, Bart.-Rev. F. Johnston, Edinburgh-William Dixon, Dunse-John M'Rea of Pollokshaws 
-Thomas Russell of Clackmannaq. 

Having already shown how the germ of 
teetotalism was planted in Scotland, we now 
proceed to give a few particulars of its growth 
and development. On April 15th, 1836, Mr. 
William Brough, secretary of the Paisley 
society, wrote to the Preston Temperance 
.Advocate saying: "Since the appearance of 
your Advocate the greater part of our leading 
members have advocated the principles of 
teetotalism. The pledge based on these prin
ciples, however, was not formally adopted 
until our monthly meeting in March last. It 
was then unanimously re olved that it should 
be adopted in addition to our present pledge. 
We trust that ere long many of our Scottish 
societies will see the propriety of adopting 
our example." 

In May, 1837, Mr. Brough again reported 
progress, and among other things speaks of 
Saturday evening entertainments, consisting 
of speeches, recitations, songs, anthems, &c., 
by a teetotal band which had been organized 
for the purpose. The numbers on the roll 
had risen to 420. During the course of that 
year they were visited by Mr. Robert Gray 
Mason, Mr. Mempriss of London, and others. 
Iu connection with the annual festival special 
efforts were put forth and meetings were 
addressed by Messrs. Mason and Mempriss, 
Rev. J. Paterson of Glasgow, who preached 
to an overflowing audience in Mr. France's 
church, Messrs. Kennedy, Eckersall, D. Rich
mond, and others, the result being the addition 
of 300 members to the society (P1·eston Tem
perance Advocate, 1837, p. 94). 

The Rev. W. Reid, in his Life of Robert 

Kettle, places MR. Enw ARD Mo RR IS of Glasgow 
in the forefront of the ranks of temperance 
reformers in Scotland, observing: "Of those 
mentioned, the honour of the championship 
of the new cause in Scotland is undoubtedly 
dne to Mr. Edward Morris. In the winter 
of 1834 he delivered a lecture on the principle 
of total abstinence in the Seamen's Chapel, 
Brown Street, Glasgow. Duriug the two fol
lowing years (two struggling years for the old 
society) he continued to be the leader of the 
new temperance party, holding weekly meet
ings in the Glasgow Lyceum Rooms." 

Mr. Reid confirms Mr. Macnair's state
ments relative to the action taken by Mr. 
Morris at the close of Mr. John Finch's lec
ture in the Lyceum, Glasgow, in September, 
1836, and the formation of the Glasgow Total 
Abstinence Society. It appears that this 
society was formed mainly by members of 
the Tradeston society, who with a few others 
met at the house of Mr. W. P. Banon, and 
decided that the Tradeston society should 
assume the name of "The Glasgow Total 
Abstinence Society," and change its place of 
meeting from Tradeston to the city, and thus 
become the centre of the movement in Glas
gow. The president, secretary, treasurer, 
and committee retained office, but a few new 
names were added to the committee. 

Weekly meetings were held in the Lyceum 
Rooms, Nelson Street-then the centre of the 
city-but the abstainers soon became divided 
into two parties. "The main ground of differ
ence," says Mr. Macnair(Birtlidays, p. 30)," was, 
the one party advoc8.ted abstinence as a duty 
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taught in the Scriptures, the other section 
advocating abstinence on other grounds, con
tinued to urge the change of name to that of 
teetotalism, the dispensing with prayer at 
meetings, and the introduction of amusements. 
This condition of things explains much that 
would otherwise remain unintelligible in the 
after history of the movement." 

On the other hand, Mr. Ed ward Morris (in 
his History, p. 87) says that these dissensions 
arose from causes apart from the real prin
ciples of teetotalism, and he gives an account 
of a meeting held in Whyte's Hotel, Tron
gate, in 1838, when very strenuous efforts 
were made "'by certain human-creed-loving 
men to manufacture a confession of faith 
for all who were members of committee." 
He says that he "was present at the meeting; 
he listened to a number of speeches, and 
weighed the arguments of the speakers, who 
fain would have saddled the societies with 
something like the Westminster or the Geneva 
scholastic composition, as the bond of union. 
This idea the author protested against in the 
name of Bible Christianity, and in the spirit 
of the rules of genuine teetotalism. Mr. 
Kettle and o+hers took the same view, and 
the creed-men were signally defeated." 

In October, 1836, Mr. Morris delivered a 
lecture upon the "Commercial, Moral, and Re
ligious Benefits which Teetotalism is Adapted 
to Promote," and at the close a challenge was 
thrown out to any gentleman to discuss the 
principle of the new society. This challenge 
was accepted by Mr. Benjamin Gray, shoe
maker, of 57 Nelson Street, Glasgow, and for 
three successive Monday evenings the Ly
ceum was crowded with persons who paid 
for admission. The following extract is taken 
from the Glasgow Chronicle:-

" In addition to the arguments of Mr. Gray 
and Mr. Morris (who were throughout, as 
agreed on, the chief leaders of this debate), 
we would mention that a Mr. Johnston, from 
Newfoundland, spoke well on the side of ab
stinence, and gave some powerful facts, which 
told well in defence of the new principles 
ta,ken up by the friends of temperance in 
Glasgow, .Paisley, Greenock, and other towns. 
He mentioned that among the extensive 
fisheries of Newfoundland a great reforma
tion had been effected by the adoption of 
abstinence principles; and he informed the 
audience that a trial of strength had been 
made between 'workies,' as he termed them, 

who subsisted exclusively on tea, coffee, aud 
cold water at their meals, and those who took 
spirits and malt liquors in the usual way; and 
the men of temperate liquids could do a third 
more work (and actually did it) than those 
could perform who declined the temperance 
beverage; and the following morning the 
temperance men could appear in the coldest 
weather, while those who partook of the 
spirits and malt liquors could not come out, 
the cold affected them so much. 

"There was another gentleman, very elo
quent and argumentative (we understand from 
the Isle of Man, but could not learn his name) 
who, while he maintained that the abstinence 
or teetotal principle alone could, or would, 
reform drunkards-and in so far he agreed 
with Mr. Morris and his friends-advocated 
Mr. Gray's views as to moderation amongst 
sober people, and quoted some 12assages of 
Scripture which, if they did not enjoin, 
seemed to allow this. The following is the 
test rule of the Glasgow Total Abstinence 
Society:-'! voluntarily promise to abstain 
altogether from ales, porter, wine, ardent 
spirits, and all other intoxicating liquors, ex
cept as medicines, or in a religious ordinance, 
and that I will not offer nor give them to 
others, and that I will discountenance all the 
causes and practices of intemperance.' 

"Mr. Morris having read the above rule, as 
embodying his views and those of his sup
porters, Mr. Benjamin Gray read the follow
ing test, which combines his own sentiments 
on moderation, and the plan he and his friends 
advocated:-'That they shall never partake so 
freely of intoxicating liquors as to cause sick
ness or a confusion of ideas in themselves; 
and shall shun the society of all who do. 
That they shall never attend any large pro
miscuous meetings, such as public dinner 
parties, where intoxicating liquors are used; 
and that they shall endeavour to obtain the 
passing of a law whereby habitual drunkards 
shall be confined in asylums as lunatics, and 
employed at work till they give proofs of 
their amendment.' 

"When the vote was taken, three-fourths of 
the audience held up their hands for the tee
total principle, which Mr. Morris and his 
friends supported, while only one-fourth, as 
nearly as could be ascertained by the two 
chairmen after strict scrutiny, sided with Mr. 
Gray and his friends" (Morris's History, 1853. 
pp. 57-61 
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It is a noteworthy fact that the principle 
of Dr. Dalrymple's Habitual Drunkards Bill 
was anticipated or suggested by Mr. Benjamin 
Gray so long prior to the doctor's advocacy 
thereof, as indicated in the last paragraph o.' 
the moderation test rule. Mr. Morris died iu 
August, 1860, aged seventy-three. 

On the 28th January, 1837, the Glasgow 
Total Abstinence Society held its first annual 
soiree, in the Lyceum Rooms, when Mr.John 
Dunlop of Greenock presided. After tea, 
coffee, and refreshments were served out, Mr. 
Dunlop rose and said that "it gave him great 
pleasure to meet his friends, and the friends of 
so good a cause, on the commencement of a new 
year." He then went on to speak of the dire
ful effects of the drinking usages of Scotland
a theme upon which he was well able to speak, 
and upon which he published a very interest
ing book. The Rev. Robert Gray Mason 
(who had come specially from Dumfries) fol
lowed, and was received with the most enthu
siastic applause. He stateJ. that he "had 
travelled through the three kingdoms, and 
had witnessed the triumphs of the principles 
of teetotalism, and the mighty good they were 
doing." Mr. E. Morris also said that he 
" never felt more convinced than at the present 
moment of the truth and excellency of these 
societies, and he would add that it was wise 
to be an enthusia, t in such a cause as this.n 
The Rev. Mr .. J oho ton, Mr. William Moses, 
and Mr. Brown, a student at Glasgow College, 
also addressed the meeting. 

Amongst the most active workers in Scot
land at this period were Mr. James Mitchell 
of Glasgow, who became an abstainer in 
November, 1835, and was for several years 
vice-president of the Western Union, one of 
the three founders, and a gratuitous lecturer 
of the Scottish Total Abstinence Society, as 
well as superintendent of the City of Glasgow 
Temperance Mission. Mr. William Logan of 
Glasgow signed the total abstinence pledge 
in 1837, and became an active worker in the 
cause. Other uotable workers were Mr. 
Robert Kettle, Rev. William Reid, and his 
brothers Robert and T. Reid, .A. Maclean, P. 
Ferguson, Peter Mearns, James Hoey, E. 
Anderson, Thomas French, and others. 

The agents employed by the Union were 
men of talent and energy, including Mr. A. 
Wallace (afterwards Rev. Alexander Wal
lace), Mr. Samson (afterwards Rev. J. Sam
son), Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Sime, all eloquent, 

logical, and powerful advocates of the cause. 
Rev. A. Wallace died February 3d, 1860, at 
the early age of thirty-five years. 

In or about the year 1837 the question of 
total abstinence occupied the serious attention 
of a warm-hearted, earnest Christian worker 
in Glasgow named DAVID DUN:N", who after 
adopting the principle and joining the society 
actively employed himself in getting up mee t
ings at Dovehill, and other parts of Glasgow. 
In 1852 he was employed as a temperance 
missionary in the more destitute portions of 
that city. He was quiet, plodding, and uno ' 
tentatious in his manner, and was much be
loved by the people, among w horn he was 
instrumental in doing much good. He diecl 
at Hutchesontown, March 18th, 1862, in the 
seventy-sixth year of his age. 

GEORGE M'WmRTER was one of the early 
members of the moderation temperance society 
in Scotland. Experience opened his eyes to 
its inefficiency aud fruitlessness, and he un
hesitatingly accepted total abstinence as the 
only alternative and remedy, and became one 
of the leaders and found ers of the Scottish 
Temperance League. One writer gives this 
testimony to the character and zeal of Mr. 
M'Whirter:-

" Every abstainer who ever knew him was 
proud to belong to the cause which enlisted 
the sympathies and energies of so good a man. 
His name has ever been a tower of strength. 
It signified intelligence, devotedness, and be
nevolence. His ad vice was ever the soundest 
regarding new operations, his zeal ever the 
most sustained, and his generosity ever the 
most princely and munificent." He died at 
Mossy Hill, near Collin ton, June 2-!th, 1850. 

Mr. John Frazer tells ns (International 
Convention Report, 1862, p. 74) that after tbe 
lecture by Mr. John Finch of Liverpool, Sep
tember 27th, 1836, the Edin burgh Total Ab
stinence Society was formed, and that he was 
a member of the committee for a. number of 
years, then proceeds to say: "Few were the 
lectures at that period. In fact we were ter
rified to face the public with our stringent 
abstinence doctrine. A lecture on the subject 
was given . The committee induced me to 
perform the ticklish task. The place was the 
Cowgate Chapel. A large posse of policemen 
were engaged in case of a disturbance. The 
audience was large. I lectured on the physi
ology of the question; and well do I remember 
stating, even then, that law in due time would 
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have to put down the traffi c. Our committee 
held the same opinion. I shortly after started 
a newspaper (The True Scotsman). Oce of its 
avowed objects was to advance total absti
nence, and I did so in every paper. I was 
occasionally honoured with communications on 
this subject from Dr. Lees-a name never to 
be mentioned without admiration and grati
tude. That paper, started in the capital of 
Scotland, was the first stamped paper in Great 
Britain that advocated, as a matter of prin
ciple, the total abstinence doctrine." 

The Edin burgh society secured the services 
of the Rev. R. G. Mason as their agent, and 
during three months of his zealous labours 
nearly 3000 new members were enrolled and 
twenty- four new societies were established. 
A ladies' committee was also formed, and 
worked well as a branch association aided by 
Mr. John Robertson. The first temperance 
hotel in Edinburgh was opened and conducted 
by Mr. and Mrs. Aitken about the year 1836 
(Morris's History, pp. 211-212). 

On August 27th, 1837, a splendid soiree of 
the Edinburgh Total Abstinence Society was 
held in the Freemasons' Hall, which was 
tastefully decorated with a profusion of flags, 
banners, flowers, &c., and at seven o'clock 
the Rev. Mr. Trewella of the Scottish Bethel 
Union was called to the chair. Addresses 
were delivered by the Revs. Messrs. Hamilton 
and Dixon, 1\1.:r. John Frazer, and the travel
ling agent, Mr. B.. G. Mason. "This," says a 
writer in the Scottish Pilot, " was one of the 
most delightful meetings ever held in our 
'modern Athens.' Mr. Mason has not been 
in this city more than six weeks, and yet in 
that short period upwards of 500 new mem
bers have been added to the society. He is 
about to commence his general tour in beloved 
Caledonia, and he goes out as the accredited 
advocate of the Edinburgh Total Abstinence 
Society, or 'Scottish Association for the Sup
pression of Intemperance,' with this encourag
ing thought, that many fervent prayers and 
good wishes accompany him in his benevolent 
excursion. The society consists of above 1000 
members." 

RoBERT GRAY MASON was born in the town 
of March, in the Isle of Ely and county of 
Cambridge, November 18th, 1797. At the 
age of fourteen he was bouud apprentice to 
the trade of a carpenter and builder, and 
served his time at the village of Nordelph, in 
the county of Norfolk. His master was a rigid 

Wesleyan Methodist, who monthly entertained 
the travelling preachers and weekly the local 
preachers; in fact he was the principal man 
of the society in that place. 

Mason was, up to eighteen years of age, a 
very wild and wayward youth, fond of dan
cing, and a trained pugilist. Through the 
kind ly words and aid of the Rev. Richard 
Tabraham he was led to experience a change, 
which his after-life proved to be permanent. 

After completing his apprenticeship Mr. 
Mason went to Cambridge, where he became 
an acceptable local preacher, and acted as such 
for six or seven years, one of which was spent 
at Bnrslem, Staffordshire. While at Burslem 
he went to preach anniversary sermons in the 
Wesleyan Chapel, Macclesfield, and discoursed 
alternately with the famous "Billy" Dawson. 
The town . clerk of Macclesfield was one of 
Mr. Mason's congregation, and was so pleased 
with him that he engaged him to labour as a 
missionary in the counties of Stafford, Chester, 
and Shrnpshire. 

After being employed in this work for about 
two years his kind patron Mr. John Clulow, 
town-clerk of Macclesfield, died, and through 
Mr. Hall of Frodsham, Cheshire, Mr. Mason was 
led to accept the position of assistant minister 
and travelling secretary to the British Sea
man's Society, London, where he first became 
acquainted with the temperance reformer, 
Mr. ~Tames Silk Buckingham, and others, and 
became a member of the British and Foreign 
Temperance (Moderation) Society. He then 
became a t emperance advocate, and spent 
three years in this work in Ireland. He was 
active and useful during the t errible cholera 
visitation in Dublin. In a communication to 
a correspondent be observes: "I remained in 
Dublin as long as the pestilence prevailed, and 
an awful visitation it was! I am inhaling an 
infected atmosphere, beholding death on every 
side, and standing in jeopardy every hour; yet 
I am not alarmed. I have visited the streets 
where the disease is most prevalent. I have 
stood by one writhing in agony on a bed of 
straw; accompanied another to the crowded 
hospital, where there are nearly 600 patients; 
and followed a third to the open grave; and 
through Di vine mercy I am yet alive. It is a 
remarkable fact that, as far as I can ascertaiu, 
not one member of the Temperance Society(out 
of some thousands) bas yet become its victim." 

In December, 1844, the Rev. Father Mathew 
closed a letter from Cork to Mr. Mason with 
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the following lines :-"Your great and suc
cessful labours are well known throughout all 
our societies, and your honoured naL'.le is a 
familiar household word among us. Ever 
cherishing the recollection of your solicitude 
and efficacious patronage, I am, with high 
respect, dear friend, yours respectfully, THEO
BALD MATHEW." 

In September, 1836, Mr. Mason paid his 
first visit to Scotland, where he earnestly 
laboured as a preacher of the Gospel and a 
lecturer on temperance. 

His first temperance meeting was held at 
Saltcoats, in Ayrshire, on the "fair" or market 
day, where there was a large number of people 
met together. Th ere being a difficulty in secUl'
ing a suitable place of meeting, it was deemed 
advisable to erect a tent. This roused the ire 
of the publicans, and one of their leaders, 
who was a rhymster, got out a placard, which 
began with the following specimen of poetic 
genius:-

" On the day of the Fair, on the green there will 
preach 

A fason on Temperance, our heathen to teach; 
But I fear by the heat of the day they' ll turn dry, 
And his nonsense at night set them all on the fly." 

While the friends were engaged in erecting 
the tent, Mr. Mason prepared a reply in rhyme 
to the publican's effusion. This was a piece 
extending to nearly three hundred lines, and 
was rend at the soiree, and took the people 
by surprise. It was entitled "A Publican's 
Prayer," from which we give two extracts:-

" 0 bless me in body and mind and estate, 
And aid me that I may more drunkards create, 
More families beggar, more blasphemy cause, 
More hatred occasion to heavenly laws, 
More hospitals fill, and more pri. ons erect, 
More pot-houses crowd, and more churches neglect! 
0 may I still scatter, as long as I've breath, 
Disease and disorder, destruction and death; 
Give tears to the wretched, and chains to the 

slave, 
And guests to the mad-house, and food to the 

grave !" 

Towards the end of the piece occur the 
following patriotic lines:-

" Our work is a warfare-our weapon is truth; 
Our warriors wait, in the pride of their youth, 
To receive from their Captain the word of com-

mand, 
At which they'll come forth-an invincible band. 
To arms, then, ye heroes ! for freedom ye fight ! 
The foe's in the field, and the battle's to-night; 
No longer submit to a spirit that reigns, 
Holding all that is dear in the direst of chains. 

Did vVallace and Bruce ever yield to the foe? 
Your rocks, glens, and mountains re - echo -

No, no! 
And firm as the base of your mountains and 

rocks, 
'Gainst the proudest usurper stood Melville and 

Knox. 
Then, let us still labour our land to restore 
And fight till we conquer, like victors of yore." 

On the clay following the soiree the com-
mittee of th e Saltcoats Temperance Society 
presented Mr. Mason with an address, accom
panied with a fine copy of Bagster's P olyglot 
Bible (Logan's Early Heroes, pp. 111-113). 

After leaving Saltcoats Mr. Mason laboured 
for some tirue in Ayrshire a1::; an independent, 
unofficial agent, preaching on the Sunday and 
lecturing during the week. He next spen t a 
week on the island of Iona, and was kiudly 
received by the clergyman, and eagerly list
ened to by the inhabitants. 

In 1837 Mr. Mason paid a visit to Dun
fermline, and waited upon a bookseller there, 
ask iug for the names and addresses of the 
leaders in the t emperance movement. He 
was directed to a gentleman whom h e found 
considerably in advance of himself, for on 
comparing notes it was discovered that Mr. 
Mason ·was at that time an advocate of the 
old pledge only, and was therefore handed 
over to the president of the Temperance So
ciety. That same evening Mr. Mason addressed 
a meeting, and pleaded for the ol l pledge, 
telling among other anecdotes the well-known 
story of the "Frieud" who hired the coach
man tha,t preferred to drive furtl1e t from the 
precipice of danger. Ou the following day 
Mr. Mason called upon Mr. John Davie (the 
father of teetotalism in Dunfermline), along 
with the president of the Temperance Society 
and a clergyman, for the purpose of asking 
him to consent to the abandonment of the 
total abstinence pledge, and to unite in re
forming the whole of the temperance friends 
into one society on the single basis of the old 
pledge, at the same time iuforming him that 
a meeting for that purpose was to be held 
that same evening. But Mr. Davie flatly re
fused to consent to any such arrangement, 
and tol<l them that, like the "Friend " spoken 
of by Mr. Mason, he very muc.:h preferred the 
basis that would keep the members as far 
from danger as possible. The result was that 
a separation took place at once, and the total 
abstainers soon found that they were much 
more successful when working alone, for they 
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were then unfettered by the trammels of the 
moderation party. On this point Mr. Davie 
remarks: "The members of the Temperance 
Society denounced the new pledge - total 
abstinence-as calculated to injure the move
ment, although the members of the new did not 
withdraw from the old. In a few years they 
oLtained a majority at one of their annual 
meetings, but at the request of a clergyman, 
who pleaded not to be put out of the society, 
no less than four forms of pledges were 
adopted, with a view to retain him and some 
other influential members. With few excep
tions the abstainers belonged to the working
classes. The four pledges were the long and 
short pledges of the old Temperance Society, 
and the long and short pledges of abstinence. 
This plan did not work well, for whenever 
total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors 
was advocated, offence was the result to the 
adherents of the other views " (International 
Convention Report, 1862, p. 73). 

It is evident, therefore, that although a 
nominal total abstinence society had been 
formed at Dunfermline in 1830 (as stated in 
a former chapter), it was not until 1837 that 
the teetotallers made a determined stand and 
worked upon that principle alone. This view 
is confirmed by W. Logan in his Early He1·oes, 
p. 82. 

From 1837 Mr. Mason devoted his energies 
to the advocacy of total abstir1ence principles, 
and on paying another visit to Dunfermline 
(as a substitute for the president of the Edin
burgh Total Abstinence Society) he at a 
public meeting stated that the chairman, Mr. 
John Davie, was his teetotal father, and that 
owing to the way in which his own anecdote 
had been turned against him. In Logan's 
Early Heroes, pp. 115, 116, and in Mr Jabez 
Inwards' .Memorials of Temperance Workers 
(1879, p. 174), quite a different account is 
given of Mr. Mason's conversion to teetotal
ism; thus: 

"Mr. Mason had been driven to the ancient 
town of Dumfries by a drunken coachman. 
On reaching the end of his journey he expos
tulated in the following manner with the in
temperate driver: 'Sir, you have placed my 
life in jeopardy, and perilled the lives of all 
the passengers; allow me to say that you are 
not fit for your present position. You are 
unfit to have the charge of a horse, much less 
of men, and if you don't give up your drink
ing habits you will be suspected at head-

quarters, and will lose your character and 
situation. Take my advice, and give up your 
drinking.' 'Coachy' was very civil, and 
thanked Mr. Mason for bis ad vice and de
parted. Shortly after this interview the 
coachman met with Mr. John M'Intosh, the 
then highly-esteemed teetotal guard of the 
Edinburgh and Dumfries mail, and thus 
accosted him: 'I think I have met one of 
your sort to-day, John.'" 

We presume that the coachman told Mr. 
M'Intosh the advice Mr. Mason had given 
him, for the story tells us : " This zealous 
weather-beaten teetotaller resolved to call on 
Mr. Mason, and did so at bis lodgings on 
the following day, which was Christmas (1836 
or 1837). Mr. Mason had just finished dinner, 
and had been using beer. Mr. M'Intosh's 
eye caught the glass; he was taken aback, 
and discovered that he had been mistaken, 
but in the most respectful manner addressed 
Mr. Mason in nearly the following terms:
'You are an intelligent man, Mr. Mason ; 
yon are a public character, have access to pnl
pits and platforms, and must know that the 
drinking customs of this country are dread
fully polluting to society, and the difference 
between your giving your countenance to 
these customs and fighting against them, when 
weighed in the balance of eternity, an angel 
cannot guess.' Mr. Mason was much im
pressed on hearing these words; and when 
he thought on what that man had to meet 
with on the road from the public and from 
tippling associates on account of his teetotal 
principles, and when he thought of bow, for 
more than three years, the total abstainers 
had looked at that man and at himself, he 
dashed the goblet from him, and never touched 
another drop from that period." 

The probability is that both the incidents 
occurred, and shortly after each other, tlie 
latter still more deeply impressing upon Mr. 
Mason's mind the convictions made by the 
previous one. 

Of the distinguished men in the mini ' tr.v 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church uf 
Scotland few have done more at home an<l 
abroad to advance the interests of the tem
pe1·ance reformation than the REv Jon~ 

INGLIS. As early as 1831 Mr. Inglis, then a 
working stone-mason, was an ardent labori
ous temperance worker, aud induced others 
to join the movement who afterwards became 
"heroes in the strife." Mr. Inglis pushed 
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himself forward and entered Glasgow Univer
sity, and in course of time was ordained for 
the ministry. He spent about ten yea,rs as a 
missionary in Aneityum, an island of the New 
Hebrides, and returned to Scotland in 1860 
for the purpose of superintending the printing, 
for the first time, of the New Testament in 
theAneityum language. In May, 1862, as mod
erator of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod, 
he preached the annual sermon in the Rev. 
Dr. Symington's church, Glasgow, and after
wards returned to resume his missionary la
bours in the New Hebrides. 

At Dumfries a total abstinence society was 
established in 1836, and in March, 1837, the 
Dumfries Times gave the following notice:-

"This society, from the number who have 
declared their adherence to its principles
total a.bstinence from all intoxicating liquors 
-and others who approve of them but have 
not yet joined, assumes an importance in our 
community that bids defiance to the assaults 
of ridicule and malevolence. When we say, 
'God speed it,' we are only repeating the fer
vent prayers of the wives and mothers of 
Dumfries and Maxwelltown. On Tuesday 
evening last the society met in .M:r. M'Dermid's 
chapel, Irving Street, which was crowded to 
the door, many persons being unable to obtain 
admittance. Upwards of eighty joined that 
night by signing the pledge. The number of 
the society is now, we believe, 166." 

In 1ay, 1837, the Preston Temperunce Advo
cate reports of Dumfries thus: "The society 
here appears, for the size of the town, to be 
one of the most flourishing of any in Scotland. 
The whole of Mr. Li vesey's Malt Lecture has 
been published in the Dumfries Times." 

At a meeting of delegates from the various 
societies, held in Spreul's Court Chapel, Glas
gow, August 5th and 6tb, 1838, the Scottish 
Temperance Union was formed, and by the 
united efforts of the friends of the cause in 
Scotland they were able to report, at the close 
of 1838, a total membership of 70,000 pledged 
teetotallers in connection with the societies. 

At a meeting of delegates held in the Free
masons' Hall, Edinburgh, .June 4th, 1839, the 
::3cottish Union was divided into two district 
associations, one called the Ea.stern and the 
other the Western Union, Edinburgh being 
the centre of the former and Glaseow the 
centre of tbe latter, each having its own 
monthly periodical (Dearden's History, p. 35). 

In 1839 Mr. J ames Teare of Preston visited 

the chief towns of the West of Scotland, hold
ing upwards of seventy meetings, and abont 
tbe same period Messrs. Joseph Livesey a.nd 
Thomas Swincllehurst visited Scotland for the 
purpose of aiding the cause; "their meritori
ous efforts proved very beneficial, and the 
places which they visited received a powerful 
stimulus." 

At the annual meeting of the Scottish 
Western Temperance Union in June, 1840, 
it was reported "that during no former period 
in the history of teetotalism had their opera
tions been crowned with such marked succes . 
In some places one-third, iu others one-fourth 
of the whole population ha<l enrolled them
selves as members. A decided victory had 
been gained over mauy old established and 
pernicious drinking customs, thereby decreas
ing the strong temptations to intemperance." 

In November of the same year it was stated 
officially that 110 societies had joined the 
Union, that :fifty public meetings were held 
every month in Glasgow, and that the average 
monthly acce sions to the society was 1500, or 
18,000 per anuum-that about seventy thou
sand members in all, including forty-two min
isters of the gospel, were then em bark d zeal
ously in the great struggle, and very many act
ing in the same principle who had not as yet 
put down their names, but who felt the prac
tical good of it. We do not take into account 
the m mber of the Roman Catholic society, 
who at that time stood 9000 strong, and who 
had the energetic and able superintendence of 
their popular leader, the Rev. Mr. Enraght, 
who was called "a second Father Mathew," 
and who afterwards went to America to labour 
in conjunction with the Rev. T. Mathew in his 
great mission iu the United States (E. Morris's 
History, pp. 92-93). 

The second annual meeting of the Western 
Union took place in Glasgow July 15th, 1 41 
The meeting was held in the Bazaar, Candle
riggs, when the following resolution was passed, 
viz. : "That inasmuch as the various official 
authorities of Great Britain have given it as 
their opin ion that three-fourths of the crime, 
misery, disease, and premature deaths in this 
country result from intemperance, that thi~ 
meeting regard it as the duty of all who wish 
well to mankind to search diligently the . foul 
source of these national evils, and that, irre
spective of political or religious sectarian dif
ferences, we unite for its overthrow; and tliat 
inasmuch as the ordinary use of intoxicati ng 
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liquors is admitted to be the instrumental • 
cause of intempern.nce, and that the entire dis
use of th ese liquors by the com munity alone 
would accomplish th e r emoval of the evil, this 
meeting solemnly protests aga.inst the manu
facture, sale, or use of these direfu l intoxi
cants." 

Mr.James 1itchellof Burnfoot, a zealous lay 
preacher and temperance advocate, proposed, 
and Mr. Donan, editor of the Ayr Advertiser, 
seconded the resolution in vigorous speeches, 
after which it was carried unanimously. 
On Saturday, July 17th, a. grand demonstra
tion was held on G lasgow Green, when the 
llechabites appeared in full regalia, and Ca
tholics a11d Protestants united to prove the 
vir tues and beuefits of total abstinence. 

The Catholic body of t eetotallers-which 
far outnumbered the Protestants, were h aded 
by the Rev Mr. Emaght, and met on the 
south side of the Green, the Protestants on the 
north; but each party seemed to be of one mind 
and one heart, working together in perfect 
harmony, and anima.ted by one fixed pur
po e-the exte rmination of alcoholic influence. 
Speeches were delivered by a number of 
the popular advocates, including the R ev. 
P atrick Brewster of Pai ley, who was one of 
the oldest teetotallers in Scotland , nd an elo
q ueut speaker 

During the a.gitation of the Anti-Corn-Law 
League the Glasgow friends called a public 
meeting in the City H all, April 2 th, 1842, to 
protest against the profligate de truction of 
good grain iu the manufacture of strong drink, 
when the Rev. Dr. Bates of Glasgow presided, 
and the Rev. Dr. Ritchie of Edinburgh, the 
Rev. Father Enraght, and others addressed 
the meeting with great power and success. 

In the spring of 1 -12 the Scottish Union 
for the Suppression of Intemperance was insti
tuted, Earl Stanhope and Sir F. A. Mac
kenzie, Bart., of Gairloch, Invern ess, being 
patrons. The constitution provided for the 
admission of all persons as members who 
signed either of the following pledges:--

l st. "I agree to abstain from all intoxicat
i11g drinks." 

2d. "I agree to abstain from all intoxicat
ing drinks, aud will not g ive nor offer them 
to others." 

Ou the 14th and 15th July, 1842, th e third 
annual meeting of the Western Union was 
held at Glasgow, and on Saturday, July 16th, 
the friends of tempera.nee filled a special train 

of about forty carriages on an excursion to the 
Land of Burns. On their arrival at Ayr a pro
cession v:as formed, accompanied by four ba.ncls 
of music, which para<led the towu, &c., to the 
park, where a monster meeting was held, 
addressed by M essrs. Calvert, Vv. Howarth 
(Slender Billy) of Preston, George Greig, 
Edward Grubb from the British Tempera.nee 
Association, and several others. At five 
o'clock a splendid soiree took pla.ce in the 
Rev. Dr. Ren wick's church, at which the above 
Engli h speakers were joined by Mr. ,James 
Mitchell of Burnfoot, after which the excur
sionists returned to Gla.sgow. The result of 
this demonstration was the accession of upwards 
of three hundred members to the Ayr Total 
Alistinence Society, and very :flattering notices 
in the local papers, &c. 

On the 13th of August, 1842, the " Great 
I rish Apostle of Temperance" landed in 
Glasgow, and was recei ved by all parties of 
abstain ers-Protestauts and Catholics, who 
united to do him honour Within two days 
the pledge was administered to about twelve 
thousaud people, and on the third day Father 
Mathew was occupied froru ten in the morning 
till six at night in the same work, it Leing 
found impossible uuder the circumstances to 
a cerLaiu t h e xaelu nrnb rofper Olk pn~§ont

iug themselves. On the 16th of Aug11st, 1842, 
a grand banquet in honour of the illustrious 
Father }.fathew was g iven by the executive 
committee of the 'Western Scottish Temper
ance Union. The chair was occupied by l\-1r. 
Ebenezer tkinson, a.nd an address preseuted 
to the honoured visitor by Mr. Robert Kettle, 
secretary to the Union. In acknowledging 
the address Father Mathew said: "He re
ceived with uubonndecl pleasure the address 
from the members of the ·vv estern Scottish 
Temperance Union. He felt much indebted 
to the writers of this address that they had 
spoken the truth, and ha.d not given him 
credit for qualities which he did not possess 
or for services which h e had not perfonned. 
On this h ead he might a.ppropriately quote 
the words of sacred authority, and say that 
Providence always selected the foolish things 
and weak things of this world to serve His 
purpose, 'that no flesh should glory in His 
presence.' He was convinced that though 
differing in features, opinions, customs, or 
religion, they were the same people. He had 
seen nothing in Scotland to make him think 
that they were not natives of Ireland. At all 



TEETOTALISM IN SCOTLAND. 75 

events, they were the children of one common 
Father---born to the same · rights-redeemed 
by the same Saviour- believers in t!~e same 
gospel; and oh! that the sweet and beneficent 
spirit of this gospel of J esus were diffused 
from pole to pole, uniting and making all 
happy, pure, and guileless. The world would 
then be a pleasant habitation, and its children 
worthy of heaven. Though naturally timid 
and desponding, he felt new vigour arise within 
him to see so many of different religious pro
fessions-for it was not likely that they could 
all have unity of faith, but they could all meet 
in unity of affection-banded together in be
half of so great and good a cause. However, 
he thought he beard someone saying, 'Now, 
Father Mathew, this is making fine speeches 
to delnde the people of Glasgow; perhaps these 
are not your sentiments in your own country.' 
For five-and-twenty years he bad entertained 
these views, and if any man could say that his 
heart had been shut against his neighbour be
cause of differences in religion-if any man could 
say that the needy had been turned from his 
door in consequence of an opposite belief-he 
would allow them to say that his actions did 
not correspond with his words. In that time 
he had done w bat lay in his power to recon
c..: ile and harmonize the warring principles of 
faction--to sweeten the cup of woe-to exalt 
the down-trodden and unfortunate; and if 
another voice were required at his hands, still 
he would repeat, 'A new commandment I 
give you, that ye love one another.' He ought 
perhaps to apologize for thus alluding to him
self; but heaven forbid that he should do so 
from a spirit of paltry egotism, but for the 
glorious cause in which they all laboured. It 
was for this purpose that he wished to exhibit 
to them the inmost reces es of his heart, and 
to show it glowing with love for the whole 
human family. This was a cause in which 
th ey should all unite; it was the cause of their 
common humanity, the cause of their country, 
arnl the cause of God" (Scottish T emperance 
R eview, 1848, p. 426). 

Speaking of the demonstration on the Glas
gow Green held in connection with F<'l,ther 
Mathew's visit, the Glasgow Chronicle re
marked:-

" We think upon this occasion we speak the 
sentiments of every unprejudiced spectator, 
when we say a more peaceful, moral, and 
pleasant exhibition than was afforded by the 
procession of teetotallers through our princi-

pal streets, it has not been our happiness to 
witness. The neat, clean, and orderly appear
ance of the men composing the procession, 
their blithe looks and gay adornments, the 
air of manly dignity and houest self-pos
session which many of them exhibited, added 
to the beautiful flowers and spirit- stirring 
music by which they were animated, formed 
a scene Loth pleasing and attractive, which 
must have left the best impression upon thou
sands of onlookers. Taking into account the 
number of teetotallers present on this occasion, 
the unanimity and good feeling which charac
terized the whole proceedings, the towns re
presented by deputation, the numbers who 
received the pledge from the hands of the 
great Irish teetotal reformer, we must frankly 
acknowledge that it was truly a great and 
magnificent day for the ea.use of t eetotallers, 
and one well calculated to gain converts to 
their cause, which, we understand, it has done 
greatly." 

Mr. Morris in his History (p. 104) t ells us 
that upwards of 40,000 pledges were taken, 
and that he himself was introduced to Father 
Mathew by the Rev. Mr. Enraght, and re
ceived a neat silver medal with the teetotal 
pledge of the Irish societies on it. 

During the course of this year (1842) Mr. 
Morris delivered a number of discourses on 
the peculiar and intimate connection of teeto
talism with all the high principles of Christi
anity. At this time he was clerk at the Canal 
Office, Port-Dundas, and an honorary lecturer 
on t emperance, working with and for all de
nominations and parties, holding meetings in 
churches, chapels, school-houses, town-balls, 
&c., as were granted to him. A testimonial to 
this effect was given him at Glasgow, Sept. 
2d, 1842, signed by the officials of the Glasgow 
societies, includmg Robert Kettle, Robert 
Reid, George Gallie, R. Wright, J. Alexander, 
and Dr. A. M. Forman. Similar testimonials 
were subsequently given him by the Cow
caddens and other societies in and around 
Glasgow. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Western 
Scottish Temperance Union was held at Glas
gow, July 12th, 1843, when an application 
was made by the Eastern Union for an amal
gamation of the two. The Western Union 
was in a very prosperous condition, whereas 
the other, Mr. i\1orris says, was weak and 
languishing, therefore, in addition to other 
reasons, the proposed union was deferred. 

\ 
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In an address published in the T ernpei-ance 
Journal, December, 1843, Mr. Robert Reid 
proposed to raise the sum of one t!.ousand 
pounds for the temperance cause, to be pre
sented to the Western Union at their annual 
meeting in 1844. This address gave a graphic 
description of the temperance enterprise, and 
appealed so forcib ly to the temperance men of 
Scotland that it aroused their enthusiasm, and 
further inspire<l by a stirring letter from Mr. 
James Mitchell they responded with prompti
tude and energy, and the whole country seemed 
awakened to new life and effort in the cause 
of temperance. The success of Father Mathew 
in I reland, aud his reception in Glasgow, had 
given the cause a sudden bound; but, unfor
tunately, when the exciting cause was re
moved, a reaction and a lifelessness followed, 
which could not escape notice. Almost every
where, in England as well as Scotland, this 
feeling was felt more or less, an<l damped the 
ardour and depressed the spirits of the active, 
earnest friends of the cause. 

In Glasgow and Scotland generally sectari
anism had something to do with the difficulties 
and hindrances in the way of the temperance 
reformers. Some were for a broad, liberal 
platform open to all creeds and parties; others 
were exclnsi ve, and would fain have made the 
committees adopt a religious test or creed. 
However conscientious and well-meaning they 
might be, such a course was unwise and inex
pedient, inasmuch as many of the leading men 
in the various churches were strongly opposed 
to teetotalism, and ministerial ad vacates were 
the exception, not the rule, so that an addition 
of a religious test to the total abstinence pledge 
would have shut out a very large number of 
the very class teetotalism was most calculated 
to benefit. Believing that 

" U niess the Lord conduct the plan, 
The best concerted schemes are vain, 

Anu never can succeed," 

the early pioneers of temperance throughout 
the world sought His aid and endeavoured to 
aeknowledge Him in all things. The words 
in the pledge, "I promise by Divine assist
ance," &c., implied all this, and ought to have 
been enough to enlist the sympathies of Chris
tians of every denomination. Nothing bas 
done so much to break down "the middle wall 
of partition" between the various churches, 
and led the members thereof to see a brother 
in Christ in their fellow-worker, as has the 
open platform of the great temperance reform. 

Here outsiders have been able to witness how 
Christians of all creeds can dwell together 
in unity, and work shoulder to shoulder for 
the elevation of drink-enslaved, suffering 
humanity. 

The effort to raise the thousand pounds free
will offering to the temperance cause in 1844 
was attended with results of the most salutary 
kind, and the annual meeting of the Western 
Union in .T uly of that year was a most hope
ful and encournging one. Mr. John Dunlop, 
the venerated president, occupied the chair, 
and after the usual routine business, Mr 
Robert Reid submitted the draft of a new 
constitution for the U niou, containing propo
sals deemed likely to consolidate and more 
efficiently carry on the work amongst the 
various societies. One proposal was that the 
Union should consist of all persons who adopted 
the pledge of abstinence and subscribed not 
less than five shillings per annum to the fund R 
of the Union. Mr. Reid proposed, and Mr. 
James Mitchell seconded a motion to send 
this draft constitution to a.ll the societies in 
the Union for their consideration. In the 
meantime a deputation from the Eastern Union 
having arrived from Edinburgh, a motion was 
made that a small committee of delegates 
present should be appointed to report proceed
ings to an evening meeting on the proposed 
constitution and statement of the Edinburgh 
deputation, preYious to coming to a vote on 
Mr. Reid's motion. Messrs. James Mitchell, 
William Melvin, Robert Reid, Thomas Reid, 
William Logan, and Messrs. Greig and Ballan
tine of Edinburgh were appointed as a com
mittee, and at the evening meeting it was 
reported that they had agreed to recommend 
that the proposal be sent to the societies with 
a letter of explanation requesting an answer 
by the lst of December; and providing that 
two-thirds of the societies were favourably 
disposed, that a special meetiug of delegate 
be called as soon as convenient for the comple
tion of the constitution, and making the neces
sary .arrangements for t his object. M r. Robert 
Reid moved the adoption of the report of th e 
committee, but it was only carried bya majority 
of one vote. Mr. A. H . Maclean submitted a 
proposal to make a strong effort on behalf of 
the movement throughout Scotland during 
the whole of the ensuing year of 1845. His 
object was to induce all classes of the commu
nity in Scotland neither to use, sell, nor manu
facture intoxicating liquors, and in order to 
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accomplish this it was proposed by systematic 
-0rganization to engage all the strength, the 
talent, and zeal of all the abstainers in the 
northern kingdom. His proposal was unani
mously carried," but the next year," says Mr. 
Morris, "witnessed its almost utter defeat." 

At a meeting of gentlemen interested in 
total abstinence, held in Falkirk on the 5th 
November, 1844, the question of a new or
ganization was discussed, and as a result the 
Scottish Temperance League was formed. 
The following were its founders:-J. A. John-
ton, Dr. William Menzies, James Ballantyne, 

Archibald D. Campbell, and George M'Whir
ter, from Edinburgh; and Robert Reid, Wm. 
T . Templeton, Andrew H. M'Lean, and Wm. 
Logan, from Glasgow. The first president of 
the League was the Rev. William Reid, D.D., 
Edinburgh (1845-48); and he was succeeded 
by Robert Kettle (1848-52), Robert Smith 
(1852-73), and Sir William Collins (1873-91). 
From 1845 until 1852 there was no regular 
chairman of the executive, but at the latter 
date Mr. John M'Gavin was appointed, and 
held the office for twelve consecutive years. 
He was succeeded by Mr. Robert Stewart 
(1864-66), Mr. Neil M'Neill (1866-79), Mr. 
James Johnston (1879-82), and the Rev. J. A. 
Johnston (1882-91 ). In its earliest efforts 
the League was sorely tried and discouraged, 
but eventually the success, which had been so 
earnestly worked for, became manifest. This 
success was very largely due to the able and 
enthusiastic secretaries whom the League had 
been able to secure. The first of these was 
Mr. Robert Reid, who was appointed in 
November, 1844, and held the office for two 
years. He was succeedecl by Mr. Robert Rae 
{1846-53), who greatly extended the influence 
of the League, Mr. J.B. Robertson (1853-54), 
Mr John S. Marr (1854-63), and Mr. Wm. 
Johnston, who has conducted its affairs for 
the long period of twenty-seven years (1863-
91) with unexampled efficiency and s~cess. 

One of the earliest lecturers of the League 
was Mr. Henry Vincent, afterwards known as 
the popular orator and lecturer on historical 
and political subjects. But it may be said with 
truth that the League was fortunate in secur
ing the services of very able men as their first 
agents, many of whom were an honour to the 
cause and did noble work for the movement. 

At an early period the executive of the 
League gave their attention to the circulation 
of sound temperance literature, and published 

a large series of tracts, then extended their 
operations to the publication of prize tales, 
such as Mrs. C. L. Balfour's B itrnish Family, 
and others from her pen; Danesbury Hoitse, 
Tim's Troubles, The Fortunes of Farleigh, &c. 
&c. These were followed by Dr. Guthrie's 
The City, Its Sins and its Sorrows; Professor 
Miller's .Alcohol, Its Place and Power; and a 
host of others, all in a popular style and at a 
very cheap rate. 

In 1845 Messrs. Henry Vincent, Thomas 
Beggs, Edward Grubb, and T. A. Smith were 
lecturing agents of the League. 

DtL.. ;ng the course of the year 1847 action 
was taken by the United Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland, the result being the formation of 
the United Presbyterian Church Abstinence 
Society, its membership being composed of 
ministers and students preparing for the 
ministry. One of the most active promoters 
of this society was the Rev. William Reid of 
Edinburgh, who held the office of secretary 
for a number of years. Its annual meeting 
was held in Edinburgh during the second 
week in May, and the society became a pros
perous and successful one, having in course of 
time a large proportion of the ministers of 
the church in its ranks, of which particulars 
will be found in later chapters. 

Having brought the history of the temper
ance movement in Scotland to an important 
period, we close this chapter with sketches of 
a few of the Scottish temperance heroes of 
this particular period. 

ROBERT KETTLE was born in the village of 
Kintillo, at the foot of the Ochil Hills, on the 
18th of December, 1761. After having learned 
to weave he became a clerk under Mr. Ken
nedy at Perth, in whose employment he re
mained some five or six years. In 1815 be 
removed to Glasgow and obtained a situation 
under Messrs. Kelly and Co., an extensive 
house in the cotton trade. He was attracted 
by the enthusiasm and genius of the gifted 
Dr. Chalmers, and became an active member, 
and soon afterwards a deacon of his church. 
His adoption of temperance principles was 
the result of the discussions going on in Glas
gow at the commencement of the movement, 
strengthened by the impressions made upon 
his mind by a slight accident he met with on 
board a steam-boat. Speaking on this point 
he said: "Had I been killed, no one would 
have attributed it to the drink, and yet I am 
firmly convinced it was the drink which did it." 
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In December, 1831, he was elected pre
sident of the Glasgow Abstinence Society, 
and held office until March, 1846. Although 
anything but robust in constitution, he be
came a popular advocate and visited many 
of the adjacent towns in furtherance of the 
movement. He became editor of the Scottish 
Temperance Journal soon after its commence
ment in 1839, as the official organ of the 
Scottish Temperance Union, and held that 
position till the close of its career in 1847. 
As already intimated Mr. Kettle was what 
may be denominated as "an expediency tee
totaller," and for a long time was of opinion 
that alcoholic liquors were not of themselves 
deleterious unless taken to excess, but for the 
sake of those weaker brethren who could not 
resist temptation he deemed it his duty to be a 
total abstainer. In July, 1848, he was appointed 
president of the Scottish Temperance League, 
and to the last took an active interest in its 
operations. He died March 23d, 1852, at the 
age of ninety-one years. 

JOHN LAING of Kirkconnell was born at 
Blagannoch, Dumfriesshire, in the year 1796. 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Simpson, of Sanquhar, 
sta.tes that "John Laing is a lineal descendant 
of the ancient family of Blagannoch in the 
Moors, which had been the residence of the 
Laings for about four hundred years. The 
Laings of old were staunch Covenanters, and 
afforded shelter to the wanderers who, in the 
dreary days of persecution, were driven to 
the upland wilds. It was in the house of 
Blagannoch that the youthful Renwick often 
found a hiding-place from the fierce storms of 
the inclement winter, and from the still :fiercer 
blasts of a relentless persecution. In modern 
times David Laing, the father of John, de
nominated 'The Patriarch of the Desert,' 
wonned also in Blagannoch, and was a perfect 
specimen of the piety and nobility of the pre
ceding generation of the hosts of the martyrs, 
many of the bodies of whom sleep in the 
mosses and the wilds around. He had about 
him all the qualities with which, in imagina
tion, we feel disposed to adorn the worthies 
who lived, and prayed, and suffered in the 
desert, when the crimson car of persecution 
wai:'! driven over the breadth and length of a 
bleeding land." 

John Laing, like his forefathers, followed 
the humble and honourable occupation of the 
shepherd until he was married in April, 1817. 
After his marriage he turned his attention to 

road-contracting, and in a few years to agri
cultural farming. His attention was early 
directed to the temperance reformation, and 
an interesting event in 1831 led him to go the 
whole length of total abstinence. He was 
just about to start off to Sanquhar, a distance 
of from four to :five miles, for the doctor, a 
the time was at band when he expected an 
addition to his family. John Inglis, then an 
intelligent stone-maRon, happened to call just 
at this time, and the two started off together 
for the doctor. Inglis was an ardent total 
abstainer, and during the journey he set to 
work to try to make a convert of his com
panion John Laing. 

Such was the effect of this conversation 
that for the first time a child was born in 
his house and no intoxicating liquors were 
used. The whisky-bottle, as formerly, had 
been filled and placed on the table, the doc
tor receiving orders to use it if needed, but no 
one else was to touch it except as a medicine. 
The children looked for their accustomed 
"wee drap, wi sugar;" but the father, with an 
expressive look, and a quiet, significant move
ment of the hand, said, "Na, na, bairns; nae 
mair o' that fiery stuff. You shall soon have 
something better." 

It is said that the children were not at all 
disappointed, and his noble-hearted wife, a 
soon as she understood what her hu baud 
meant, cordially coincided with him; and 
from that day no intoxicating liquors, as a 
beverage, ever had an entrance into the home 
of John Laing. 

He threw himself heartily into the temper
ance movement, and to the day of his death 
laboured for its advancement with a zeal, per
severance, and disinterestedness which were 
beyond all praise. Before railways were 
opened he was accustomed to tnwel across the 
bleak, heathery hills between Kirkconnel and 
the towns and villages to attend temperance 
meetings, sometimes as much as twenty miles 
to Dalmellington. He was a regular visitor at 
the temperance soirees in Darrel, N ewmilns, 
Sorn, Ochiltree, Old and New Cumnock, Mnir
kirk, and Leadhills, and even the annual 
soirees of the League in Glasgow, being some
times absent from home fourteen or :fifteen 
nights. Although he had never been a 
drunkard, he had warm sympa~hies with the 
victim of strong drink, and often took him 
home, if he had to carry the man on his back. 
He was much beloved by the Ettle ones, and 
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took a warm and active interest in the Band 
of Hope movement. 

He was a witty speaker, and a rhymster, 
often putting his speech into verse. He was 
seized with rheumatic fever about four or five 
weeks before his death, which took place at 
Guildhall, Kirkconnel, on the 2-!th of June, 
1862, at the age of sixty-six years. One 
of the mourners at hi.s funeral was Robert 
Fre11Ch, a young student, in whom :fr. Laing 
had taken great inte1·est. He was ordained 
in October, 1870, and after a promising minis
try of eighteen months was translated to 
Bootle, near Liverpool, where six weeks 
afterwards he died. He was a warm friend of 
the temperance cause. 

DANIEL MACNICOL was born at Drymen, 
Stidingshire, in October, 1767, and resided 
there for the long term of eighty years. He 
was amo1'lg the very first in that district who 
declared their adhesion to the temperance 
movement. By industry and frugality he 
saved a little money, part of which he freely 
gave to the support of the temperance cause, 
and to the circulation of temperance and reli
gions tracts. He keenly felt and deeply de
plored the apathy of ministers and professing 
Christians towards this question, and wherever 
he went pointed out the inconsistency of 
those of ·them who supported the drinking 
customs. Although deemed somewhat eccen
tric he wa believed to be earne t and sincere, 
and his labours were productive of no small 
amount of good. He died at Glasgow on the 
12thof October, 1850, at the age of eighty-three 
years. 

JOHN AITKEN, a native of Edinburgh, was 
one of the first who joined the total abstinence 
movement in that city, and was a persevering 
labourer therein until his death. Owing much 
to the cause, he was no sooner embarked in it 
than he felt a desire to extend it, and for 
nearly twenty years he was one of the most in
defatigable men in the movement. Impressed 
with the desirableness of having hotels estab
lished where food and rest could be obtained 
without the proximity of intoxicating liquors, 
he opened, in the High Street of Edinburgh, 
the first teetotal coffee-house in Scotland. Re 
was also an active reformer, joining Messrs. 
Lowery, Vincent, and others in publicly advo
cating the cause of the people. He was earnest 
and active in committees and eloquent on the 
platform. He was generous and kind, ever 
ready to help the needy teetotaller. He died 

in Edinburgh, May l 7th, 1855, at the age of 
forty-eight years. 

WILL1AM LOGAN was born in the neigh
bourhood of Hamilton, Scotland, in 1813. In 
early life lie worked at the loom, and was 
afterwards apprenticed to a licensed grocer, 
but being convinced of the evil results of 
drink, he abandoned his business and for some 
time worked in a lace warehouse, and in 1837 
sigued the total abstinence pledge. Shortly 
afterwards he was appointed one of the first 
agents of the London City Mission. He was 
appointed by Mr. Naismith to the district 
of St. Giles, one of the most notorious in the 
metropolis. By his courage, prudence, tact, 
ancl sympathy he soon won his way into the 
hearts of many of the degraded inhabitants 
of his district, and when he left London they 
expressed their sorrow at his departure. Here 
he was plainly taught that the drinking system 
was the prime agent in producing crime and 
degradation, and his conviction became more 
deeply rooted that its extinction was necessary 
ere the people could rise to a better position. 

Mr. Logan next went to Leeds and engaged 
in similar work in the very lowe t localities, 
diving into the depths of dungeons and plunging 
into the infection of hospitals, visiting regularly 
the infirmary, the fever hospital, the workhouse, 
and the jail. Here also he fouuJ strong drink 
thwarting every social and religious agency, 
and producing misery and crime. But for 
drink, Mr. Logan affirmed, the Leeds prison 
would have been nearly empty; and in all the 
institutions he visited the ravages of the drink 
demon were plainly visible. In the prosecu
tion of bis work his own temperance principles 
were sometimes put to the test. It had been 
deemed indispensable by others that intoxi
cants should be taken in order to repel infec
tion when visiting fever patients. Mr. Logan 
was frequently urged by people outside the 
hospital to partake of alcohol, but be always 
refused, believing that he was better without 
it than with it, thus testing in his owu 
person the virtue of tota.l abstinence, and 
finding confirmation of its truth. In 1840 
Mr. Logan accepted an invitation to start a 
town mission in Rochdale. At this time Mr. 
John Bright was beginning to take an interest 
in the temperance movement, and ]\fr. Logan 
accompanied him to address a meeting in one 
of the villages in the neighbourhood. This was, 
says the Scottish League Journal, the some
what famous occasion when he who afterwards 



80 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

stood in the foremost rank of British orators 
nearly broke down. That was not the only 
time when Mr. Logan accompanied Mr. Bright 
t > temperance meetings, when the latter took 
up the economical and the former the social 
aspect of the question. After two years' 
labour in Rochdale, Mr. Logan removed to 
Glasgow, when he became an agent of the 
City Mission, and attended classes in Glas
gow College and the Andersonian University. 
Here, again, he was appointed to one of the 
worst districts of the town, in the vicinity of 
High Street. It was seldom free from fever, 
and on all sides he met with the hideous re
sults of dnrnkenness. In each of the towns 
in which he laboured his attention had been 
given to the condition of "unfortunate fe
males," and the resnlt of his investigations 
was published in a work entitled An E:J.,"jJOSure, 
from P ersonal Observations, of F emale Prosti
tution in London, L eeds, Rochdale, and espe
cially in Glasgow, with Remarks on its Causes, 
E.r:tent, and Results. This book attracted the 
attention of many of the leading statesmen 
and philanthropists, and Mr. Logan was thus 
brought into correspondence with many of 
the public men of that period, some of whom 
warmly acknowledged the value and impor
tance of his labours. During the course of his 
investigations he was the means of reclaiming 
numerous females from their degraded and 
miserable condition, and restoring them to 
their parents and friends. During the whole 
of his labours he never lost sight of the tem
perance cause, but was always ready to do all 
be could to further its interest. He accepted 
another engagement at Rochdale, and in 1848 
again returned to Glasgow, where, in addition 
to mission work, he started temperance dining
rooms, carrying on a large and profitable busi
ness for several years. His literary efforts were 
numerous and successful. He was widely 
kuown as the author of Words of Comfort for 
B ereaved P arents, and Early He1·oes of the 
Temperance Reformation, which was published 
in 1873. He died on the 16tb of September, 
1879, at the age of sixty-six years, ruourned 
alike by numerous friends and admirers in 
both England and Scotland. 

CAPTAIN DONALD BROTCHIE of Greenock 
was one of the most courageous and laborious 
temperance and Christian workers in the 
United Kingdom, and in many respects a most 
remarkable man. He was born at Yarmouth, 
but bred in Ross-shire, Scotland, and was for 

a short time a lawyer's clerk, then a carpenter, 
afterwards a sea captain, and during the later 
years of his life "one of the most signally suc
cessful seaman's missionaries of which our 
seaports can boast." For long he was the 
most respected of citizens in Greenock, and 
among the sailor community the most revered 
of all. Cruising about in his well-handled 
boat, be boarded the vessels arriving or depart
ing, preaching the glad tidings of great joy. 
When the doleful tidings came that a husband 
and fath er was ingulpbed in the angry deep, 
he went straightway to the bereaved ones, 
and not merely wept with those that wept, 
but went with substantial blessing in hand. 
Many a widow and orphan has reason to ble s 
his memory for the kindness he liberally 
bestowed, and many a man of substance in 
that seaport town has also reason to bless him 
for directing him how to bestow of his abm1-
dance so as to carry a blessing to the poor 
and needy. But Captain Brotchie was great 
also as a temperance advocate, clear and soun<l 
in his views, faithful in his adherence, earnest 
in his advocacy, and as open and honest as 
the day. Few have wrought more hopefully, 
more courageously and more steadfastly than 
Captain Brotcbie, and he lived to see abunda11 t 
fruit from bis devoted efforts. As a man, li e 
was simple in his habits, strong in his affec
tions, firm in his determination, persistent in 
his efforts, clear in his mental grasp, and stead
fast and immovable in bis reliance upon the 
Master, whose zealous, courageous, and de
voted servant he gloried in being (Alliance 
News, 1889, p. 187). 

Of Captain Brotchie's temperance efforts 
reference is made in other chapters. He was 
one of the old workers, a pioneer and veterau 
in the cause. He died in February, 1889, 
and his remains were carried to their last 
resting-place amid every manifestation of sor
row and respect. 

ALEXANDER BEATTIE was born at Links, 
Kirkcaldy, Scotland, January 27tb, 1825. At 
the age of thirteen, viz. March lst, 1838, he 
signed the total abstinence pledge, and in 1850 
was engaged for several weeks by the Leslie 
Temperance Society, Fifeshire. In December, 
1852, he was engaged as county agent for 
Berwickshire, the first county temperance 
missionary, it is thought, in Scotland. After 
two years' successful labours he accepted an 
appointment with the Wansbeck Temperance 
Mission, whose head-quarters were at Cambo, 
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in Northumberland. He next became agent 
for the Fifeshire Temperance Union, and after 
about twelve months' labours in connection 
with that union, became agent of the Scottish 
Temperance League. 

MALCOL:'lf MA.cF ARLANE was for some years 
an acceptable and successful agent of the 
Scottish Temperance League, and a zealous 
teetotaller for about a quarter of a century. 
He took part with the late Rev. Dr. Bates in 
the first meeting held at Glasgow to secure 
the Sabbath as a day of rest for cabmen, and 
was one of the successful competitors for the 
prizes given by Mr. John Henderson of Park 
for essays on the Sabbath. Mr. MacFarlane 
was twice invited to London to speak in 
Exeter Hall on this question, and his addresses 
received the special approval of Lord Shaftes
bury, who presided. He was also invited to 
speak at a great working-men's demonstration 
in the City Hall, Glasgow, in connection with 
the annual gathering of the Social Science 
Association held in that city. He was a warm 
friend of civil and religious freedom, negro 
emancipation, &c. &c. He died February 20th, 
l 62, in the fifty-third year of his age. 

JAMES ScRYMGEOUR was born at Kirrie
muir, February 24th, 1821, and belonged to 
a family distinguished for energy, warmth of 
nature, aud enthusiasm in whatever engaged 
their energies. The temperance cause early 
engaged his attention, and to it he devoted his 
energies. The writer remembers him visiting 
the Young Men'sTemperanceAssociation meet
ing at Iiddlesbrough, one night in 1853 or 
1854, when he made special allusion to an un
expected and impromptu speech of one of the 
members of that society. This young man 
bad surprised all present with a graphic 're
cital of some of the wrongs he and his family 
bad suffered from the drink curse, and Mr. 
Scrymgeour said he had heard some of the 
greatest orators of the day, but he did not 
think any of them had impressed his mind so 
forcibly, and stirred the pulses of his better 
nature more acutely than the address of his 
young friend. He then went on to give them 
a sound, practical, and instructive address. 
"For forty years, in season and out of season, 
he persevered in his self-imposed task. Other 
men grew weary and retired, but in bright 
days and in dark days he (Mr. Scrymgeour) 
was ever diligent, active, and enthusiastic." 

Th e Reformer (April, 1887) remarked:
"While he was eager to educate, earnest in 
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his resistance to the tyranny of fashion and 
custom, he was determined for direct veto 
prohibi:ion. The agents of the Scottish Per
missive Bill and Temperance Association 
found in him a tower of strength. Ever 
ready, ever capable, ever influential, under 
his wing the thousands in Dundee were at
tracted to the advocacy of the principles and 
policy of the association in the readiest and 
most successful way." He caught a chill at 
the funeral of his brother William, and in a 
few days died of inflammation of the lungs, 
April 24th, 1887, aged sixty-six years. 

Sm FRANCIS ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, 
BART., of Gairloch, Ross-shire, Scotland, be
came a member of the original temperance (i. e. 
moderation) society soon after its formation; 
but finding its principle to be insufficient for 
the accomplishment of its professed objects, 
he joined the total abstinence movement, and 
became a zealous and successful promoter of 
the cause. He was possessed of a healthy 
and robust appearance, a great flow of active 
energy and spirit, and most agreeable man
ners, which assisted him to recommend the 
principle with much success, not only among 
his own tenantry, but also in the upper circles 
of society. In 1842 be bad a severe attack of 
erysipelas, which eventually terminated hi8 
ear hly career in the forty-fifth year of his 
age. 

The REV. FRANCIS JoH:\'STON, pastor of 
Marshall Street Baptist Church, Edinburgh, 
was from early youth a zealous advocate of 
total abstinence, and an earnest, laborious 
worker. He died May 7th, 1880, at the age 
of seventy years. 

WILLIAM DIXON of Duns was one of the 
most unwearied and disinterested friends of 
the temperance cause in Scotland. He de
parted this life DecBmher 9th, 1871, at the 
advanced age of eighty-three years. 

J OEN M'REA of Pollokshaws, Glasgow, was 
an ardent supporter of the temperance move
ment, and an early and attached friend of tlu 
Scottish Permissive Bill Association. He died 
on the 11 th August, 1872, at the age of sixty
eight years. 

THOMAS RussELL of Clackmannan was for 
fifty-six years a staunch and earnest total 
abstainer, training his children in the prin
ciples, so that when they grew up they also 
became adiYe workers in the cause. He 
died at Dumbarton on the 4th of January, 
1890, aged eighty-six years. 

23 
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Some modern advocates of teetotalism have 
raised the cry that many of the early ad vo
cates were secularists or infidels, and they 
assert that the movement has but r ecently 
as umed its true position by being closely 
identified with religion under the title of 
"Gospel Temperance." Those who make 
snch statements kuow little or nothing of the 
history of the temperance reformation, and 
still less of the personal character of the true 
pioneers of temperance and total abstinence. 
The movement has from the commencement 
been an arnest expression of the true spirit 
of Christianity, and, as a rule, its pioneers 
and advocates were men of God, who in their 
secret chambers laid the matter before Him, 
and earnestly implored His help and guidance 
in all their efforts. With hearts overflowing 
with love for their suffering brethren, they 
humbly strove to walk in their Master's foot
steps, and went forth to seek and save the 
lost, and try to bring the wanderers back to 
His fold. If in any district a separation was 
effected between the gospel and temperance, 
much of the blame must rest upon those who 
professed to be followers of Jesus Christ and 
yet bitterly opposed teetotalism-men who, 
having power and influence in the churches, 
used it in persecuting and hindering the advo
cates and disciples of total abstinence. Like 
persecuting Saul, many of them doubtless 
were sincere, and at first thought they were 
doing God service, and, like him also, when 
the scales were removed from their eyes, they 
saw and acknowledged their error. 

At one period in the history of this move
ment the spirit of persecution was so strong 

that the use of chapels and school-rooms was 
forbidden to the teetotallers, ma.ny of whom 
were members of the churches meeting in 
buildings which they had liberally helped to 
erect and maintain. Some Christian minis
ters went so far as to denouuce teetotalism 
as contrary to the teachings and example of 
Christ, affirming that it was being place<l 
before the gospel, and that many of its lead
ing advocates were infidels. Th e last charge 
arose from two cau es-Fir t, the Ligotry and 
prejudice of creed ; second, the fact that in 
some districts there were men taking an 
active part in the promulgation of temperance 
principles who were deeme<l heterodox in 
creed, and others who openly professed to be 
unbelievers in the doctrines of the Christian 
religion. The latter class were men who 
looked upon teetotalism as, what in the ab
stract it really is, a physical remedy for a 
physical evil, and as such calculated to do 
good to the community. They saw, and some 
of them had practical experience of the fact, 
that strong drink degraded, brutalized, im
poverished, and injured not only those who 
drank it, but also their helpless wives and 
children; and, on the other baud, total absti
nence elevated, enriched, and benefited those 
who practised it. Therefore, as a question 
affecting the secular affairs of life, they adopted 
and advocated it, and were surprised that 
professedly Christian men should not only 
refuse to do the same, but persecuted and in
sulted those who did. The fierce opposition 
and persecution that teetotalism met wi th 
from official members of Christian churches 
orely perplexed these men, and caused them 
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to think an<l i:;peak very bitterly agai1rnt 
Christianity. "If Christ spoke truthfully, 
which He undoubtedly <lid wheu lle said 
'by their fruits ye shall know them,' then," 
said they, "either the opponents of teetotal
ism are blind, or their religion is a sham and 
a delusion." They argue<l, logically and con
sistently, that if teetotalism produced so much 
good, not only to its disciples, but to the 
community-as their own experience testified 
-then tho e persons who professed to be 
anxious for the S]Jiritual and temporal welfare 
of the people should have been the fir t to 
give it their sanction and support, instead of 
being its bitterest oppouents. They could 
not shut their eyes to the fact that numbers 
of professed Christians, some of whom were 
leading officials of the churches, were actively 
engaged in the liquor traffic, some as manu
facturers of "the insidious despoiler" and 
others as retail dealers in "morning drams" 
and copious potations of what the Rev. Robert 
Hall described a "liquid fire and distilled 
damnation." They failed to see how a liberal 
contribution towards the erection of a sanc
tnary by a wealthy brewer or spirit merchant 
coul<l condone or atone for the terrible evils 
caused by this soul-destroying traffic; but 
when th y saw these beneficent liquor-vendors 
raised to the highest official po itions in the 
churches, to the exclu ion of abler and better 
men, they were disgusted, and looked upon 
religion of this kin cl as "vanity and lies." 

"We speak what we do know and testify 
what we have seeu,'' and have been personally 
acquainted with uumbers of intelligent men 
amougst the party termed Secularists who 
would gladly have believed and accepted the 
truths of the gospel, if they could; but preju
dice, created and fostered by the inconsisten
cies and misdoings of nominal Christians, 
blinded and hindered them, and perhaps 
nothing tende<l to confirm and strengthen 
these prejudices so much as the violent oppo
sition of some of the churches to teetotalism. 
These men, however, overlooked the fact that 
even good men and women are weak, frail, and 
imperfect, often doing "the things that they 
ought not to do, and leaving undone the things 
which they ought to have done," and are slow 
to accept new ideas or to become identified 
with new movements. 

Men do not readily forget the habits and 
customs of their early life, and many had to 
be taught the ethics of temperance, for the 

whole community lived and laboured under a 
powerful" delusion" as to the nature and pro
perties of alcoholic liquors, especially malt 
liquors and wines. It is to the credit of the 
early teetotallers that when medical authori
ties were against them they proved to a de
monstration that all intoxicating liquors are 
injurious, dangerous, and unnecessary. It 
bas been proved by scientific investigation 
that the early advocates of teetotalism were 
rig lit, and, backed by that know ledge, "the 
church of all bauners" has been led to take 
up the question, and another stone" which the 
builders rejected" has become one of the chief 
stones of the corner, and now temperance is 
recognized as the handmaid of religion. Iu 
the words of the Rev. Charles Garrett, we 
may say with cheerfulness, "the sky is bright
ening." vVe believe, as did the earliest, 
noblest, and best of the pioneers of the move
ment, that they are the truest and most suc
cessful servants of the church of Christ who 
combine true temperance with earnest evan
gelical labour aud make teetotalism a part of 
their gospel. 

That the temperance movement in Liver
pool was not a godless or merely secular one 
has been proved by the facts already given, 
but from 1836 there were indications of im
pen<ling evils arising from sectarian jealousy 
and differences of creed. It is neither our 
province nor desire to attempt anything like 
a theological discussion, but the relation of a 
few facts is absolutely necessary to enable 
our readers to rightly understan<l the position 
of affairs at this critical period. 

Unhappily in Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and other large towns, 
certain persons, more anxious for the promul
gation of their own narrow creeds than for 
the sprea<l of true temperance principles, or 
for the moral and social well-being of the de
luded slaves of Bacchus, or for the salvation 
and protection of the innocent and helplei:; · 
victims of a husband's and parents' sin, be
came identified with the temperance move
ment, and agitated the ocieties by a proposal 
to change the order of procedure at public 
meetings. Hitherto the temperance meet
ings bad been conducted in a broad catholic 
spirit, and were opeu to all, irrespective of 
creed, sect, party, or nationality, and Mr. 
John Finch and his friends con tended that a 
change would shut out a large number of 
those whom it was most desirable to reach, 
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and who would not come to a religious meet
ing. As already intimated, a number of de
nominational total abstinence societies were 
formed in 1837 and 1838, but as early as 1 36 
it was reported that "the meetings of the 
society in Pleasant Street have become theo
logical rather than temperance meetings" 
(Liverpool },fercury, 1836, p. 98), hence the 
action of the Roe Street society in re-affirm
ing its unsectarian and non-political principles 
at its quarterly meetings. 

In 18:38 the sectaries had gained position 
and power, and then they objected to work 
with or to recognize the labours of those 
whom they deemed heterodox in religion, and 
denounced them as infidels and heretics. Mr. 
John Finch, the father of the movement, and 
some of his most active co-workers, were 
members of a. Christian community deemed 
heterodox. Therefore these men turned upon 
him as the leader, and called him an infidel. 
Mr. Finch was a man who could bold his own, 
and was never afraid to avow his opinions. 
Having the press open to him he perhaps 
somewhat intensified the feeling by his strong 
language and bitter denunciations of what he 
believed to be wrong-doing. Whilst we may 
not approve of his creed, nor of his peculiar 
idiosyncrasies, we cannot, and will not, ig nore 
his early and abundant labours on belialf of 
the temperance cause; hence this humble 
attempt to rescue his memory from unjust 
and undeserved reproach. 

About 1 38 Mr. Robert Owen, the socialist, 
vi ited Liverpool, and made no small stir by 
the advocacy of his peculiar views, some of 
which were in perfect harmony with the views 
propounded by Mr. John Finch in his letters 
to the press. An intimate acquaintance was 
formed between Messrs. Finch and Owen, and 
some persons erro11eously concluded that Mr. 
Finch endorsed and approved all that Owen 
taught. There is abundant evidence to prove 
that this was not so, but that Mr. Finch re
tained bis religious opinions until his death. 
His friendship with Mr. Owen, however, was 
made use of by his enemies, and they eventu
ally succeeded in carrying a resolution ex
pelling him from the Temperance Society and 
excluding him from the platform he had 
raised, solely on account of his difference of 
opinion on religious questions. 

In a series of letters on "Teetotalism v. 
Edgarisrn," contributed to the British and 
Foreign Temperance lntelligencer, 1839, by 

Mr. Robert M'Curdy of London (originally of 
Halifax), who was an itinerant temperance 
lecturer, and but partly informed on the sub
ject, so far as regards Liverpool, this writer 
says:-

"You are aware, sir, that many of the fol
lowers of Robert Owen, led on by Mr. John 
Finch of Liverpool , are teetotallers in practice, 
and that some of them were active and useful 
members of total abstinence societies before 
they had fully avowed their infidel principles. 
You know, too, that Mr. Finch was the first to 
make that avowal, and was promptly expelled 
by the committee of the society of which he 
was a member. Finding that many more had 
imbibed the same opinions, the calumniated 
teetotallers of Liverpool called public meet
ings by ad vertiseme11t for the purpose of con
sidering the propriety of acting any longer 
with men whose sentiments were not in ac
cordance with the Word of Goel! The result 
was, after hours of calm discussion, the expul
sion of these men by large majorities; and the 
resolutions were published, not only in tem
perance publications, but, for greater publicity, 
also in the Cliristian Advocate newspaper." 

This extract conclusively proves that, as 
a body, the teetotallers of Liverpool were 
directly oppose<l to infidel principles, and sacri
ficed some of their best men rather than suffer 
the reproach cast upon them. Gentlemen now 
living who were intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Finch, and who were then, and still a.re, 
members of orthodox churches, emphatically 
deny the assertion that Mr. John Finch ever 
avowed infidel principles, nor have we been 
able to find anything of the kind in any of 
his writings. That Mr. Finch was no infidel 
can be demonstrated from his own publica
tions. In 1837 he wrote and published in the 
Liverpool Albion a series of letters on "The 
Folly of Sectarianism," in the third of which 
he gave a summary of his own religious views 
and opinions, which in substance are precisely 
the same as those given in his latest work pub
lished in 1853. After his severance from the 
total abstinence movement he became un
settled and unhappy, as he well might be, 
having been sorely wounded in the house of 
his friends, a,nd he went out to San Francisco, 
bnt after a time returned to Liverpool. One 
of the last acts of his life was the compilation 
and publication of a remarkable book in three 
small octavo volumes, e11titled Th e Seven Viuls 
Opened, or the Bible of the Reformation Re-
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formed, being the authorized version of the 
Holy Scriptures rearranged under different 
heads, and in seven sections, with ir.troduc
tious and commentary. 

From this work the impartial reader may 
very soon learn what Mr. Finch's views were, 
and be perfectly satisfied that he was no 
infidel. But as few of our readers will be able 
to refer to the works quoted, and some would 
like to have this matter fully cleared up, we 
give the following extracts from the last-named 
work without comment, leaving the reader to 
draw his own conclusions. 

In the preface to this work (pp. xxii. xxiii.) 
he says: "For the purpose of ernibling the 
poor to understand the gospel; to arrange the 
Scriptures so as to make the first two volumes 
books suitable for all schools; to be read in all 
pnlpi.ts, in all private families, a.ncl by all indi
viduals; to terminate all strife and contention 
about modes of faith and forms of worship, 
and thus promote peace on earth and good
will among men, are the objects sought by 
the editor of this book. 

"The great principle he has taken for his 
guide in all the selections he has made are
that truth being ONE, truth is always consis
tent with itself, and each truth must be con-
1:1i1:1tenL with every other truth; that the un
deniable principles of Christ's gospel are: l st. 
That God is presented to us as the great Father 
of mankind; that He governs the world, par
dons sinners, an<l loves all His creatures as a 
father loveth his children. 2d. That t he gos
pel is glad tidings only, especially to the poor, 
aftl.icted, and persecuted. 3d. That the life 
of J esns is our example-is His religion in 
practice. 4th. That He gave one new com
mandment, that we should love oue another. 
5th. That there is a future state of great bliss 
for the righteous a.nd benevolent. 6th. That 
His immediate followers bad nothing to expect 
in this world but sufferings and persecution; 
and 7th. That His religion released the Jews 
from their burdensome ceremonial, and broke 
clown the middle wall of partition between 
nations, and made the race of men one family." 

In his General Introduction (pp. xl. xli.) 
:Mr. Finch gives a summary of Christian doc
trines, upon which he affirms all Christians 
agree:-" lst. That there is only ONE God. 
2d. That Christians worship God in the way 
Christ has ta.ught when they use the prayer 
He has given, 'Our Fatherwhichartin heaven,' 
&c. 3d. That Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and the Saviour of men; that 
He came to call sinners to repentauce, to seek 
and to save those that were lost. 4th . That 
if sinners would be saved they must repent of 
their sins, forsake their sins, begin a new 
course of life, and forgive those who have 
offended against them ; and that, without these, 
they cannot hope for pardon. 5th. That if men 
would enter into eternal life they must keep 
God's commandments, <lo as they would be 
done unto, and love one another. 6th. That 
there will be a resurrection, both of the just 
and the unjust, a day of judgment, and a state 
of rewards and punishments, according to the 
deeds done in the body, whether they be good 
or whether they be evil. I know of no Chris
tian sect but what professes to believe all these. 

"These doctrines are written as with a sun
beam in the gospel, so brilliant that every eye 
sees and every heart assents to them, and these 
are the true essentials of the gospel of Chl'i t. 
Take away any one of them and it is destroyed. 
And these principles in themselves contain as 
full and complete a plan of salvation as can be 
found in the most mysteriou , complicated, and 
metaphysical system of religion in Christen
dom. 

"Do you wish to know God? Yon are 
taught that there is only one Goel, the Father 
and Friend of His creatures. Do you wish to 
know how to worship Him? Address Him 
as your Father in heaven. Do you wish to 
know whether He has revealed Himself to 
man? He ha.s sent His Son to show sinners 
the way to salvation. Do sinners wish to know 
what they must do to be saved 1 They must 
believe and obey Hirn who has told them they 
must repent and refol'm, and forgive one 
another. Do we wish to know what we must 
do to inherit eternal life? We mnst keep 
God's comman<lments and love one another. 
Do we wish for the most powerful motive for 
persevering in a course of virtue? There will 
be a resurrection from the dead, and future 
rewards and punishments according to our 
works. Thus, all that is necessary for a saint 
or a sinner to know, he that runneth may read 
and understand. The whole of these doctrines 
may be tanght to a child in an hour" (General 
Introduction, p. xliii). 

Mr. Finch was an advocate for an unpaid 
or honorary ministry, believing that all trne 
Christians should so live as to be "living 
epistles read and known of all men," and that 
none should live by preaching only, but, like 
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Paul, should labour with their own hands for 
the bread which perisheth. 

Many of the wood engravings in the Preston 
T emperance Advocate, including the portrait 
of "Dicky Turner" of Preston, author of the 
word "teetotal" as applied to the temperance 
movement, were the productions of Mr. Ed
ward Finch, son of Mr. John Finch. What 
the worl<l, and especially the temperance move
ment, lost by the persecution and expulsion of 
such men as Mr. John Finch, is best known to 
Him who alone cau rightly estimate the lives 
and actions of men. 

So fierce was the opposition to teetotalism 
in certain circles that even earnest, laborious 
rniLlisters were persecuted, and had to suffer 
the loss of situations because of their steady 
adhesion to temperance principles. In the 
National Temperance Jfagazine for September, 
1845 (page 440), we read as follows:-

" We know several ministers of the gospel 
who for their adherence to teetotalism have 
had to suffer the loss of situations. The follow
ing is an extract from a note just received from 
one of the most zealous men we know: 'I in
tend leaving --- at Michaelmas, and hope 
Providence will direct me where I can work 
without a chain. I intend to go to no place 
where I cannot hold temperauce meetings. 
We have two chapels; the brethren at one are 
friendly to the cause, but those at the other 
are most hostile. If I possessed the means I 
would be a teetotal home missionary. I love 
liberty, and must have it whatever be the 
price.'" 

Through the exertions of the late Mr. 
Thomas Ollis, the REV. FIELDING OuLn, incum
l>ent of Christ's Church, Liverpool, was induced 
to become a total abstainer, and in 1838 the 
i'reston Temperance .Advocate contained the 
following intimation:-

" Rev. Fielding Ould, one of the most popu
lar clergymen in Liverpool, whose church is 
crowded to excess whenever he preaches, has 
signed the pledge and has lately been preach
ing temperance with such zeal and energy that 
some of his trafficking members have left the 
church, but, thank God, their pews have been 
taken and are now filled by reformed drun
kards." 

For seven years this earnest, hard-working, 
teetotal clergyman toiled on, and by the aid 
of the Church of England Temperance Society 
did an immense amount of good amongst the 
poorer portion of the people; but his fearless 

advocacy of teetotalism drove aw<q the drink
selling, drink-loving portion of the congrega
tion, sor.:ie of whom continued to persecute and 
annoy him; therefore, he 'Nas induced to accept 
the off er of the living of Ta.ttenball in Cheshire, 
and on Sunday, September 30th, 1855, he 
preached his farewell sermon in Christ's Churcl1 
from Psalm lxxx., 14th verse, in the course of 
which he took an affectionate leave of those to 
whom he had ministered for a number of years. 
The result, as might be expected, was the 
speedy decline of the temperance and other 
good works in which he had been engaged, and 
the gradual banding over of this den ely popu
lated district to the tender mercies of the 
liquor-sellers. It is a remarkable and a 
lamentable fact that the very districts in which 
the early teetotallers of Liverpool had their 
greatest and best organizations - Scotland 
Road, Gay Street, Gerrard Street, Hunter 
Street, Brick Street, &c., are now the lowest, 
most degraded, because most crowded with 
flaring gin-shops and drinking saloons. 

Direct opposition to teetotalism was not 
confined to any particular church or denomi
nation. Catholic and Protestant, Churchmen 
and Dissenters seemed to be agreed upou this 
one point, viz. to "boycott" the teetotallers. 

In reply to an application for the use of the 
rock of Cashel as a place where the Rev. Father 
Theobald Mathew might administer the tem
perance pledge, the Rev. Mr. ·whitty, a Pro
testant clergyman, declared that "the work in 
which Father Mathew was engaged was the 
work of the devil; that it began with the 
devil, and that it would end with the devil." 
Mr. Whitty also said that he would undertake 
to prove from the Holy Scriptures that "tem
perance was from the devil." He had evi
dently studied to little purpose the words of 
the Master in Matthew xii. 26: "If Satan 
cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; 
how shall then his kingdom stand 1" 

To come nearer home still, to those profess
ing to be advocates of temperance, we find 
the Rev. Dr. John Edgar of Belfast, the 
founder and leader of the original ardent 
spirit pledge movement, is reported to have 
declared in a published letter to Mr. J. S. 
Buckingham, that be entertained "the most 
confirmed abhorrence of teetotalism as insult
ing to God and disgraceful to man" (Live1·
pool Jfercur,Y, 1841, p. 151). 

He went even farther than this in his pub
lished discourse, which was widely distributed 
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by the .British and Foreign Temperance So
ciety. 

The following were his views given in his 
own language :-

1. "Fermented liquor, and therefore intoxi
cating, was used as a customary beverage 
among the Jews, by the righteous and the 
wicked." 2. "Fermented liquor, for custo
mary use, was esteemed by the holiest men 
a· special blessing." 3. "Fermented liquor 
was commanded by God to be offered to Him 
in religious service." 4. "Though God in 
peculiar circumstances commanded certain 
persons to abstain, not from fermented liquors 
merely, but from everything which the vine 
produces, yet the use of fermented liquor as 
an article of diet and refreshment had His 
full approbation and sanction." 5. "Jesus 
Christ, when on earth, Himself used fermented 
liquor, and created it for the use of others." 
6. "Jesus appointed fermented liquor to be 
drunk in the eucharist as a suitable emblem 
of his atoning blood." 7. "Though prophets 
and apo tles, and Christ Himself, were fully 
aware of the enormous and multiplied evils 
arising out of excess in the use of fermented 
liguor, yet none of them ever pronounced the 
use of it sinful, or proposed its utter exter
mination a the rn ans of prevenLing or curing 
drnnkeunes ; but, on the contrary, they drew 
a clearly defined line of distinction between 
the lawful use of such liquor and guilty excess. 
Their denunciations were hurled against 
drunkenness arising from the abuse of that 
which might be lawfully used." 8. "But, 
uotwithstanding all this, it is also the doctrine 
of Scripture, not only that there is nothing 
wrong in abstaining on proper principles 
from fermented liquor as an ordinary beverage, 
but that circumstances may arise when, in 
the exercise of Christian charity, and in 
ouedience to expediency, such abstinence may 
be commendable and right." 

The professor then proceeded to summarize 
n ine distinct "awful statements" made by 
teetotallers-

L "A denial that the use of fermented wine 
(intoxicating) on any occasion is authorized 
by the Bible." 2. "A charge against the 
whole Christian world of drinking the cup of 
devils at the table of the Lord." 3. "An 
assertion that as any use of wine is injurious 
and immoral, it is impossible to find any 
countenance for such nse in the Bible." 4. 
"A distinct charge of drunkenness against 

every individual who drinks a glass of wine, 
which includes a charge of the same kind 
against Christ." 5. "A declaration that it is 
just as much an evil to drink a glass of wine 
as to get drunk." 6. "A prophecy that the 
jubilee time will soon come when the indivi
dual who takes intoxicating liquor of any 
kind will be excluded from the church of 
God." 7. "An assertion that many things, 
both hurtful and immoral, are commanded by 
God." 8. "A charge of blasphemy against 
all who say that God created intoxicating 
wine or sanctioned its moderate use." 9. "A 
sentence of condemnation against wine as the 
guilty cause of damning thousands of immor
tal souls." 

Some of these charges were so absurd that 
they refuted themselves, others were mere in
ferences and pen'en;ions, and the whole were 
often most ably met and answered. 

The professor i11 this discourse discussed 
the subject under the heads-" Specimen of 
Teetotal Biblical Critics," "Teetotalism Op
posed to the Bible," "Teetotallers Contra
dicted by Their Maker," "Both the Original 
and Translated Scriptures Condemn Teetotal
i ::im," "No Authority for Teetotal J am and 
W ater at the Sacrament," "Christ Used 
Intoxicating Liq nor," "Christ Created Iutoxi
cating Liquor to be Used as a Beverag ," 
"Intoxicating Liquor U ed at the Pas over," 
"The Lord' Supper Instituted iu Intoxicat
ing Liquor," "The Question Settled. in Plain 
Engli h," "If the Bible be True, Teetotalism 
is Not," "Teetotali m is Incurably Wrong," 
"Men Accountable for the Systems to which 
they Give their Sanction" (then he bad some
thing to account for). "Teetotal Pledge an 
Immoral Bond," "Teetotalism Attempts at 
being Holier than God," &c. 

Towards the conclusion of this remarkable 
discourse Dr. Edgar makes use of the follow
ing peculiar language :-

"I speak not of the senseless vulgarity of 
the name (teetotal), nor of the contempt into 
which it is calculated to cast the cause of 
temperance, but of the character which the 
whole system to which it friend have given 
its name bas received from its founders and 
propagators. The monstrous absurdities and 
errors which I have exposed are not ugly 
blemishes on the system as taught by its 
founders and periodicals-not faults such as 
attach themselves to the best of human 
systems; they are its body and soul, its root 
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and trunk, and branches; take them awa.y, 
and though you may put something else in 
their pla.ce, yet, so far as teetotalism is con
cerned, it is as completely gone as a gun 
would be gone if you took away stock, lock, 
and barrel." 

He winds up with words of triumph in 
reference to the success of the moderation 
movement, and remarks that "since the days 
of the great reformation, earth never saw a 
change so blessed as has trod in her footsteps. 

The God of Truth is with her and 
all is well." 

That Dr. Edgar was living in "a fools' 
paradise," and cherishing a delusive dream, 
has been very conclusively proved by the 
testimony of facts. His movement perished 
like J onah's gourd, w bile the absurd system,, 
that was to go "stock, lock, and barrel," 
proved that "its soul and body, its root and 
trunk and branches," were planted deep in 
fertile soil by extending over the country and 
far away to distant lands, and by being a 
power in the world. 

To return to the real subject matter of this 
chapter, we may add that "Dr. M'Hale, the 
Philpots, or the M'Neile of the Roman Catho
lics, denounced the teetotallers from the 
altar, and spoke in no very measured terms 
of :'the wandering ecclesiastic" who dared to 
intrude within his (John of Tuam's) jurisdic
tion, and "create in the minds of his people 
a superstitious veneration for a piece of Bir
mingham pewter" (Liverpool .Alercui·y, 1841, 
p. 287). 

In visiting Ireland in 1848, the commis
sioner of the Scottish Temperance League, in 
his report as printed in the Scottish Temper
ance Review, 1848, pp. 466, 467, speaking of 
the meetings couducted by the Rev. Dr. 
Spratt, Dublin, says:-

"We felt highly gratified to see the follow
ing mottoes exhibited in large letters, in front 
of the platform, as a warning to religious 
bigots and red-hot politicians, viz.: 'Our 
object being purely benevolent and philan
thropic, we resolve that every subject of a 
sectarian nature be excluded from our meet
ings.' 'Moral reform, domestic happiness, 
and prosperity to Ireland.' 

"It is earnestly to be hoped that they will 
long continue to occupy this common ground. 
It is a well-known fa.et that the cause bas 
not unfrequeutly been retarded in England 
and Scotland in consequence of religious hair-

S}Jlitters and political wranglers introducing 
tlieir crotchets into meetings of the society. 
The friends in some parts of Ireland are far 
from being guiltless in this matter." 

This extract is conclusive proof that there 
were in different pa.rts of the United King
dom, narrow-minded men who were more 
zealous for the promotion of their peculiar 
theological dogmas than they were for the 
social and moral reformation of the people: 
and when these men got into official positions 
in the temperance societies, they diq sad havoc 
among the weary, weak, and wounded sheep, 
seeking rest under the sheltering branches of 
the tree of temperance. 

Mr. J olm Finch was not the only one of 
the early pioneers of temperance who was 
branded as an infidel, or an enemy to religion; 
for the same cry against teetotalism and its 
advocates was raised in Leeds, London, 
Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Stockton, 
MidJlesbrough, and other towns i~ various 
parts of the country, and even in Scotland, up 
to so late a perioJ as 1874, when ministers of 
the gospel ventured to say that teetotalism 
was "of the devil and was doing his work." 
Thank God our times are productive of a 
better class of men, whose hearts are open to 
the cries of the victims of drink, and are 
ready to lead and guide them iuto the way 
of true temperance, saying, "Come with us 
and we will do you good, for the Lord bath 
spoken good concerning Israel." Practising 
what. they preach, they are esteemed true 
shepherds, while tho e who attempt to bol ter 
up the drink traffic and its customs are 
esteemed as hir lings or false guides. 

As we have already shown, numbers of the 
early advocates of temperance laboured ear
nestly and zealously at great personal inconve
nience and pecuniary loss, some of them under
going privation and trial of a severe character 
in their zeal to promote the interests of the 
cause to which they had devoted themselves. 
Of this class few were more prominent than 
was Henry Anderton, the saddler of Preston, 
popularly known as the "temperance poet and 
orator." It was, and is yet, a mystery to 
many that in the new arrangements such a 
man as Henry Anderton should have been 
neglected or ovedooked, and that he should 
have been permitted, or rather compelled by 
force of circumstances, to retire into private 
life. Of his fitness for the work there could 
be no question. His friend and biographer. 
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\fr. Edward Grubb, says : "From the first 
da,y to the last appearance he made upon our 
platform he was the supreme attraction at all 
meetings of the tern perance reformers. No 
man ever loved the people with a truer pas
sion or served them better. He surveyed 
evl-'rything with the eye of a philosopher, anJ 
poured forth his thoughts like a poet; hence 
nature, as sketched by him, appeared like a 
new creation. It was not merely bis know
ledge of the natural world, the beauties that 
adorn it, the remote or striking analogies that 
mark the onenes::i of a Divine plan, that made 
him sole master of the situation. He had 
made man his study. No metaphysician could 
better map out or plan or classify the phe
nomena of the human mind; it was that which 
gave his language the power and voice of 
natnre. RiE> speeches were prose-poems, and 
his poems are little speeches constructed with 
great regard to logical correctness" (Memoirs 
affixed to Grubb's edition of Anderton's Poems, 
1863, p. 21). 

The late Mrs. John Naylor of Grappenhall, 
Cheshire, who was sister to Henry Anderton, 
in a short article in another edition of Ander
ton's poems, tells us that her father and uncle 
were joint partners in the saddlery business, 
a11J Lbat about the time when temp ranee 
societies were being estal>li::iheJ this partuer
shi p was dissolved and the brothers were for 
some time engaged in a lawsuit. After the 
death of his father (March, 1836) the family 
removed to Preston, and Henry, with ninety
nine others, made application for a situation 
on the railway, and through the influence of 
Mr. Charles Swaiuson be succeeded and even
tually went to Fleetwood. 

Mr. Anderton's postscript to a letter written 
to an old and esteemed friend at Colne, de
clining an invitation to visit the society there 
once again, speaks in tones that cannot well 
be misunderstood. In the course of that letter 
Mr. Anderton says: "I am expecting to be 
called away to another situation." And in the 
postscript he says: "I am not a saddler now; 
I am giving up business altogether. Teeto
talism drove my trade away. I shall be , < • 

better off in a short time. Good-bye." 
On this point Mr. Grubb makes the follow

inO' very interesting remarks:-"The improve
ment in our social habits by the formation of 
temperance societies is too obvious to require 
recital in this place. But the circumstances 
which led to tLeir formation will never fail to 

interest those who take a pleasure in witness
ing the efforts of the people for their own im
provemont. The curiosity of the benevolent 
should not rest satisfied at this point; they 
should extend their observations beyond the 
narrow limits of institutional arrangements if 
they wish to acquire a kuowleclge of the men 
who carried out the principles of which such 
im;titntions are but the name. ·when the ob
stacles which beset the early advocates are 
fully comprehended, the diffusion of their 
opinions aud the partial triumph of the cause, 
in the face of such passionate and interested 
opposition, will appear more extraordinary 
than they had any notion of before. As the 
same circumstances do not exist at present, and 
perhaps never can exist again in this country, 
so there can be no comparison made between 
the Preston men of the early da.te and the 
advocates of the present <lay. No doubt the 
passions of mankind are the same now as 
then; but the opposition to which they urge 
men changes its character with the altered 
state of society. ·The simple and illiterate are 
still liable to be the dupes of the base and 
cmrning, but the brea.dth of soil illuminated 
by the rays of truth has dispelled the bigotry 
and blindness of 1rnmbers. There is some
thing awfully tryiug to a man's courage in the 
mere solitude of opinion. The Preston men 
(and we may venture to add, not them alone) 
experienced this oppressive solitude, for they 
stood alone, the solitary champions of a de
spised theory; their own friends as well as 
their fellow - citizens were in arms against 
them, and they knew of none to whom they 
could appeal for sympathy or support. And 
yet these bard times to them \Yere made the 
means of success. The postscript in the letter 
to Mr. Douglas makes known, in a very few 
words, one form of opposition, to some men 
very convincing; but it fa,ilecl in its effect 
upon Henry Anderton. "When knaves and 
fools cannot bend honest men to their pur
pose, they try to starve them into submission. 
The publicans tried this 'bread and cheese' 
argument with the poet, but it failed ~o silence 
him. He preferred to endure all the pri va
tions the withdrawal of their support might 
entail upon him rather than submit to dis
honourable conditions. At the time when the 
reformation commenced in Preston the publi
cans were a more influential body of men than 
they are now. The extension of the railway 
system had not infringed their monopoly of 
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the road, and, as proprietors of the coaches, 
the business of a saddler was to a large extent 
derived from them. 'Teetotalism dr~ve my 
trade away' is the mournful carol he warbles 
in the ears of hi friend. His genius and his 
virtues were his ruin. To understand the full 
exteut of the sufferings he endured at that 
time through loss of business is impossible. 
It did not involve mere privations of comforts 
to himself aloue; his widowed mother and 
her fatherless daughters were illvolve<l in the 
same catastrophe. The greatness of his char
acter appeared to eminent advautage at this 
critical period. Long before this happened 
he bad shown how he could think and act in 
very trying circumstances, but the time had 
now arrived when he had to show his brother 
advocates how he bad learned to suffer. His 
example proved a lesson to them, and it may 
be of use to those who may come after 
him. There is no growl of complaint in the 
announcement of bis ruin ; he hopes even 
against hope that 'soon he will be better off.' 
I regret to have to state that what he thought 
likely did not come to his relief as soon as 
was expected. Yet he never abandoned him
self to despair; neither did his long-deferred 
hopes of better times relax the efforts of his 
will; be did not quail before the insolence of 
his oppressors nor forsake the cause of truth 
because it did not enrich himself. He made 
no parade of his poverty, but submitted to 
his fate in silence. Whatever may have been 
his wants he asked for nothing, and he got as 
much." 

Bearing in mind the fact that in the early 
stages of the movement they were all unpaid 
voluntary workers, the reader can readily 
understand how it was that Anderton was 
out of employment. Some would naturally 
think that if he lost his trade as a saddler 
and was so great a public favourite, that the 
loss of one business would give him more time 
and opportunity to follow the other; but the 
fact is temperance advocacy was not a business 
then, it was a labour of love, a self-imposed 
duty, a patriotic, Christ-like, noble desire to 
give liberty to the captive, and heal the 
wounds of the sick and sorrowful sons and 
daughters of men. When out as a public 
temperance advocate Anderton was spending 
rather than earning money; hence the oppo
sition of his relatives. It was not from want 
of sympathy with the cause that they tried 
to keep him at home attending to business. 

Another form of opposition or persecution to 
which Henry Anderton and others were sub
jected is indicated by an extract from a letter 
written by him to a friend, to whom some 
impudent and narrow - minded official had 
written about the poet's politics and religion. 
Mr. Anderton writes :-

"I see by the remarks at the close of your 
letter to --- that that common liar Report 
has made you believe that I am a turncoat 
and a Tory. I had the misfortune to be 
popular with the people. Envy caught hold 
of my independent anti-party politics to pull 
down my fame and build up her own, but 
that was a work not within her grasp. The 
people know me too well, and trust me too 
confidently 'to be blown about with every 
wind of doctrine;' and to prove tha.t this is 
the case I need ouly add that a distinguished 
Christian Radical has just made me a present 
of a beautiful Bible. I never was more popn
lar than I am now with the teetotallers and 
the inhabitants of 'Proud Preston.' So much 
for what other folks think; and now for a 
little insight into my own imaginings. I am, 
sir, what I always was, the friend of universal 
freedom, and especially the civil emancipation 
of the working-classes. To secure them this 
liberty I would give every man of sound mind 
and good morals a vote. I would protect 
that vote by the ballot, and to keep corrup
tion from the Senate our representatives 
should be elected every year The principles 
may be hated, and those who maintain them 
persecuted by such reformers as 
and every dirty, grasping, hypocritical, yes
and-no scoundrel in the service of . 
yet, Radical as I am in civil matters, I have 
some queer notions about religion. I never 
was, and never will be, the tool of any faction. 
I will go with anyone so far as conscience 
will accompany me, but not a step beyond to 
obtain a crown. But I have another reason 
for disliking, for bating the Radicalism of the 
present day. Its principal champions are 
infidels. You know how much these Radi
cals talk about 'the march of intellect' and 
'the diffusion of knowledge,' and what effect 
it must have ·upon the public mind. Yon 
know what they say; but have you watched 
its progress and marked its tendencies 7 Look 
at your political Goliaths-men who call the 
Bible priestcraft, and religion cant. Do you 
think that the blessing of· God will hallow a 
ea.use whose advocates dispute His Word and 
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doubt His being 1 'They that honour me, I 
will honour,' saith the Lord. But these Radi
cals of our day insult and despise Him, and 
on that account I have come out from amongst 
them." 

There is an earnestness and fervour about 
this letter that gives us a clear insight into 
the opinions, character, purity, and honesty 
of the man, and despite all that calumny 
would atterupt, the character of Henry An
derton shines forth untarnished, and his name 
deserves to be "had in everlasting remem
brance" as one of the most heroic and bril
liant pioneers of the temperance movement 
in this country. 

Beyond the reasons given uy Mr. Grubb, 
and the very brief intimation in the other 
volume that "business called him away from 
Preston," no explanation is given of the real 
cause of the retirement of Mr. Anderton from 
the temperance platform. 

As Mr. Edward Grubb well observes: "It 
will, and does, excite some surprise now, as it 
diJ at Preston at the time, that the moment 
the new arrangements were made, Anderton 
and all the other Preston men were over
looked. That fact will have to be accounted 
for some day, and many others that seem to 
have slipped from the memory of our history 
makers." 

The facts given in some of the preceding 
pages seem to convey a very fair solution of 
part of this mystery, and possibly one more 
reason was the peculiar temperament of An
derton himself. He was not only a poet, but 
with the sensitiveness of a poetic genius he 
shrank from public gaze. When called upon 
in a right spirit, such men are ever ready to 
do public work, and to do it cheerfully, but 
their impulse as individuals is to stand aside. 
Henry Anderton was a true man, not an ego
tistical time-server, who so often obtains what 
is denied to the much more deserving. One, 
"the sweets of riches knows," the other, the 
pinch of poverty; a poverty in which the 
world "sees no tear," nor hears a piteous 
wail. 

With reflection the people began to inquire 
for their old friend and favourite Henry 
Anderton. A warm-hearted woman, who had 
been his friend and physician in an illness 
brought on by anxiety and trials, was the 
first who made the attempt to induce him to 
appear again in the defence of the old prin
ciples. But she was too late, for before her 

letter had reached him he had taken his final 
leave of the temperance platform. 

In hi.:; reply to her letter he said: "I am 
quite tied to my desk, and if not I am sick of 
so exposing myself in public that you will 
never hear of my speaking for 'the term of 
my natural life.'" Anderton lost his busi
ness, gave his talents and all he had to the 
cause, but we are assured that he never lost 
a fdend. He continued to remember theru 
in his retirement, and wrote pieces for them 
and their children. To the last his heart was 
in the cause, and his prayers daily ascended 
to heaven for its success. 

"Every fresh tron ble that affiicted his old 
companions hurt him as though it had fallen 
upon himself. When death took any away 
he wept with those that were left behind. 
His motives were pnre, and his life virtuons. 
No one had such unlimited confidence placed 
in him as had Henry Anderton; the old 
women told him their troubles, and the young 
ones their disappointments." 

When writing to his familiar friends, Mr. 
Anderton usually expressed the substance of 
his letter in a copy of verses at the end. The 
following is an illustration. It was written 
to Mrs. Langshaw, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Phillips of Warrington. He had been dis
abled from speaking for some time, and to 
her inquiry as to the cause he returned this 
answer:-

"DEAR J\IRS. LANGSHA w, 

"You will have thought me very 
neglectful and ungrateful in not answering your 
letter in bettel' time, but I put it off till I could, 
free of expense, send the several members of your 
family some of my attempts at rhyme, as a keep
sake from an unworthy but sincere friend, whom 
very likely they will never see again on this side 
eternity. I am still 'a real staunch teetotaller, 
one of the present time,' though no longer a public 
advocate. So are all our family from the least to 
the greatest. 

"The reasons why I do not speak and travel as 
usual are, first, my attendance is required at home; 
and, secondly, because my voice was so injured 
with too much speaking that I was obliged, for my 
life's sake, to take some rest. "'With the exception 
of preaching occasionally for the Methodists with 
whom I am connected, I have been silent for some 
time, and so great is the benefit I have derived 
from this rest, that last week I delivered a lecture 
on the 'Spread of Knowledge,' in Preston, which 
occupied one hour and a half, with perfect ease 
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·wm you give mine and my friends' 
love to all your 'kith and kin 1 ' 

"First give my love (no word is sweeter) 
To l\Ir. Stuff-a-Collar, Peter; 
Next to your father and your mother, 
And then to J osbua, their brotber; 
Then show my heart with right good-will, 
To that prime grinner, brother Bill; 
And next-the compliment to vary
Hand my regards to sister :Mary. 
If P et er's back from Paddy's land, 
Give him, instead of mine, your band; 
And though of him I little know, 
Remember me to brother Joe. 
And when I come your face I'll smack, 
If you pass over trombone Jack; 
And she'd be angry if I miss'd her, 
So don't pass o'er your youngest sister. 
While you this business are upon, 
I charge you not to pass by one-
N ot one kind friend that I have seen, 
At Bridge Street or in Friar's Green; 
And it would fill my heart with pain, 
To pass by thee, kind-hearted Jane; 
You're all my friends-young, old, great, small, 
And I am yours. God bless you all I" 

The allusion to the e:cpense is another illus
tration of the practice of catching opportuni
ties to send messages to frieuds and reln.Li ves 
to avoi<l the high rate of postage before the 
adoption of the" penny post." Very frequently 
the cost of a letter meant the sacrifice of a 
whole day s wages, and this was a serious con
sideration to those whose means were very 
limited. 

Anderton did not always make temperance 
his theme, but sometimes wrote sweet words 
of comfort and consolation to his sorrowing 
friends, at other times humorous and witty 
little pieces to amuse them. Those of our 
readers who have not seen bis published 
poems and hymns may feel an interest in the 
following pieces:-

TO l\'IARY. 

On hearing her say, "I icish I icas in heaven I" 

"I wish I was in heaven! "-well, go! 
And leave my stricken soul to vent 

To friendless ears her tale of woe 
And lonely discontent. 

Go 1 pass the bound that separate 
This troublous speck from that blest shore, 

Where mortal love shall agitate 
'l'hy virgin soul no more ! 

Go ! if the pictured scenes we drew 
Of what our wedded life should be: 

If all'R forgot, thy track pursue; 
Nor heed my misery. 

Go! reckless of my tears and sighs; 
Go ! though thy absence is my hell; 

Go! if thou'rt ready, to yon skies, 
And I will gasp "farewell ! " 

I ne'er was happy at the best; 
And what brief gleams of joy were mine 

Were garner'd in a faithful breast; 
And whose that breast but thine1 

Like a nail fast in a sure place 
Am I to thee; and did t thou not 

Vow, with me to run life's brief race 
And soothe my thorny lot 1 

Oh, by that well-remembered vow, 
By thy given heart-a blessed boon

Why was it given? And why wilt thou 
Take back thy gift so soon 1 

I bargained with thee, love for love, 
And paid mine down, warm, gushing, fond; 

Discharge the debt which thus I prove, 
For "I will have my bond." 

"I wish I was in heaven," thou sayest; 
Why, that's my earnest prayer; and when 

This heart account is paid thou mayest, 
But stir not hence till then. 

"Pay what thou owest," an l when all's right 
And miue acquittance sets thee free, 

Then, l\Iary, wing thy upward flight, 
And I will fly with thee. 

His "Stanzas" addressed to Mr. Joshua 
Phillips of Warrington, on the death of his 
only child, is a most affecting, eloquent, and 
sublime poem, as indeed are numerous others 
addressed to bereaved friends; but we con
clude with one of another type: 

THE POOR, GOD BLESS 'EM ! 

Let sycophants bend their base knees in the court, 
And servilely cringe round the gate,-

And barter their honour to earn the support 
Of the wealthy, the titled, the great. 

Their gnilt-piled possessions I loathe, while I scorn 
The knaves-the vile knaves- who possess 'em; 

I love not to pamper oppression, but mourn 
For the poor, the robb'd poor,-God bless 'em! 

Let tyranny glitter in purple and gold, 
The sheen and the costly array; 

L et idiots take pleasure in what they behold 
"Till the puppet-shows vanish away." 

I turn from such pageants as these, for I know 
\Vhose gold bought the gewgaws which dress 'em; 

I turn from such splendour to brood o'er the woe 
Of the poor, the starved poor,-God bless 'em! 
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Let legaliz'd wrong domineer over right, 
And want be accounted a crime; 

Let barefaced dishonour put virtue to fligbt, 
And traitors exult in their prime; 

Let the pride-trampled mob feel the venomous claws 
Of the vultures who strip and oppress 'em; 

I care not; my soul is alive in the cause 
Of the poor, the stung poor,-God bless 'em! 

Let the balls of our foemen, like Solomon's, shine 
With jewels, and echo with mirth; 

While cellars, and dungeons, and garrets confine 
The bravest and best of the earth. 

I'll not be that slave of these upstarts, who soils 
The lmee which be bends to caress 'em; 

Give me the unbougbt gratulations and smiles 
Of the poor, the warm poor,-God bless 'em! 

And what though discretion would check me and 
say, 

"The wrath of your foes will be roused?" 
I'll fight against self if it stand in the way 

Of the cause which my heart bas espoused. 
The poor are my brethren, and for them I part 

With honour and those who possess 'em; 
For oh! while a pule bespeaks life in my heart, 

It will throb for the poor,-God bless 'em! 

Of his temperance pieces mention may be 
made of "A Peep into the Tap-room, and its 
Visitors;" "Pins a Piece;" "The Joys of 
Di-inking;"" Up and be Doing, Lads;" "Try, 
Lads, Try;" "What is a Sot?" "The River of 
Death;" "What is a Drunkard?" "The Drun
kard's Wife;" "Christian Efforts to Reclaim 
the Intemperate;" and his numerous appeals 
and beautiful hymns. 

In 1840 he took up his residence at Fleet
wood-on-Wyre as agent for the Preston and 
Wyre Railway Company, where his spare 
time was very limited, and where be lived a 
very retired life-business, reading, and think
ing, and at very distant periods speaking. 
Here he married Fanny, daughter of Mr. 
Robert Snape of Grea.t Eccleston, and a few 
years afterwards removed to Bury, where he 
had a narrow escape when the Bury station 
fell. He died, June 2lst, 1855, at the early 
age of forty-six years, and was buried in the 
churchyard of his native village, Walton-le
Dale, Preston, near the remains of his father, 
brother, and sister, and mother. 

During the parliamentary session of 1839 
Lord Brougham reintroduced his bill for pre
venting the sale of beer in beer-houses for 
consumption on the premises, and declined to 
postpone the second reading. In the course 
of an able address he made the following per
tiuent inquiry. 

"To what good, or with what consistency, 
do the clergy occupy themselves in inculcating 
piety ar:d morals on the Sunday, and visiting 
their parishioners in order to tend their flocks 
and keep them in the right path? To what 
good is it that the legislature should pas laws 
to punish crime, or that your lordships should 
occupy yourselves in finding out modes of 
improving the morals of the people by giving 
them education 1 What, in the name of 
heaven, can be the use of all the education 
you can bestow, what the use of sowing a 
little seed here and plucking up weeds there, 
if the beer-shops are continuerl, that they may 
go on to sow the seeds, not of ignorance, but 
of that which is ten times worse-immorality 
-broadcast over the land, germinating in the 
most frightful produce that ever has been 
allowed to grow in a civilized country, and I 
am ashamed to add, under the fostering care 
of parliament, and throwing a baneful iu
fl.uence over the whole community?" 

His bill was read a second time, June 3d, 
1839; a third time, June l 7th, 1839, by 36 
to 19, but was dropped because the main 
proposal of the bill was rejected by the Com
mons. 

The above extract reveals the fact that ex
perience and observation had wholly changed 
Lord Brougham's views, and led him to re
pent of the part he had in securing the pa.ssage 
of the Beer Bill of 1830. 

As a fitting conclusion to this chapter, we 
give a few brief notices of other Lancashire 
temperance workers. 

JOSEPH RICHARDSON of Preston was born 
in August, 1794. He was a shoemaker to 
trade, and became such an habitual drunkard 
that he pawned everything he had to get 
drink. He joined the Preston Temperance 
Society very soon after it was established, 
and was one of the first to sign the public 
teetotal pledge which was adopted at the 
annual meeting held in the theatre in March, 
1833. He became thoroughly reformed, and 
was for many years a member of the Primitive 
Methodist Society. 

THOMAS LYTHGOE, the compiler of a Bio
graphical Ke.?/ to the Picture containing One 
Hundred and Twenty Poi·traits of Temperance 
Refoi·mers, published in 1860, was born in 
Manchester, December 18th; 1817, and became 
a member of the moderation society connected 
with the Sunday-school. On Christmas Day, 
1835, he and two schoolmates went out to 



94 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

N orthern, in Cheshire, and wanting refresh
ments they went to a public-house and had 
some mulled ale. Thomas drank one glassful, 
and i ts effects led him to resolve to become a 
teetotaller, and he went forthwith and signed 
the teetotal pledge. 

LUKE SEDDON of Manchester was another 
remarkable illustration of the reforming 
power of teetotalism. H e was born at Hazle
hurst, near Worley, Lancashire, in 1 13, but 
the family were obliged to leave there in 1816 
on account of the intemperance of the father. 
At five years of age Luke commenced to work 
in the New Garret Dye-works, Manchester, 
and soou learned to drink, being drnuk before 
he was six years of age. His father was 
fond of prize-fighting, dog-fightiug,ancl similar 
vices, and Luke followed in his wake until he 
was abo ut twenty-six years of age, when he 
was led to an open-air temperance meeting 
addressed by Me srs. Gaskill and Gorton, and 
both he and his brother Mark signed the 
I ledge. H e soon <liscovered his disadvantage 
in being unable to read, and after his marriage 
became a pupil of his nephew, a boy only 
eight years of age, who taught him to read 
the Bible, &c. He then became a member of 
a Christian church, anu a power for good in 
the world. Ilis old father reformed, having 
~ igned the pledge along with his wife ·oon 
after their sons had done so, and after he was 
eighty years of age the man who had been 
a J.rinker for over fifty years became so eager 
to know the truth that he learned to read the 
Bible for himself, and died in the faith of the 
gospel, thus proving, as Luke said, "that there 
is nothing too hard for the Lord." 

NATHANIEL SANDERS was the first secretary 
of the Oak Street Temperance Society, Man
chester, a member of the moderation society 
who early adopted teetotalism. He was a 
hearty co-worker with the Rev. Francis Beard
sall, and signed the teetotal pledge on the 
lOth of Augnst, 1834. Mr. Sanders was the 
mover of the resolution adopted by the Oak 
Street society, J anuary 26th, 1835, to abandon 
the moderation pledge and use only the pledge 
of teetotalism. He became a useful worker, 
attending many meetings in both town and 
country, and warmly supported the Band of 
Hope movement, the Permissive Bill, &c. 
He also advocated the formation of a Juvenile 
Alliance for the preparation of the young 
people in the principles of prohibition. 

w ILLIAM HEYWOOD of Manchester had his 

attention directed to the teetotal quest10n 
when a youth at home. He had an uncle at 
Halifax who was known as the ' H alifax 
Boxer," and a notorious drun kard, but had 
become a teetotaller. Finding that it was a. 
blessing to him and all who tried it, this uncle 
sent a batch of tracts, amongst which was 
Livesey's "Great Delusion." The reading of 
the malt lecture dispelled young Heywood's 
notions as to the value of ale, &c., and he 
decided to become a teetotaller. The first 
temperance meetings he attended were in 
connection with the Hudcler field Temperance 
Society. For three nights in September, 
after his day's work was done, he walked 
nine miles to these meetiugs and home again. 
By attending them his soul was in pired with 
a zeal in the cause which never left him. 

After repeated efforts to obtain a place to 
hold a temperance meeting, he at length securccl 
the use of a dye-room, and made the top of the 
dye-pan in to the platform. Getting the aid of 
Messrs. William Haigh and Jonathan Swan 
of Huddersfield as speakers, he had the honour 
of presiding over the first teetotal meeting 
held in Deubydale, which proved to be highly 
successful. He removed to vVigan, and for 
sixteen months was connect ed with the society 
in that town. Ilc then went to ManchesL r 
to seek work, anJ. after some rliscoura.gement::; 
finally succeeded, the fact of his having been 
a teetotaller for nine years settling the question 
as to character, &c. From that time he re
sided in Manchester, and became a laborious 
worker in the cause. He died October 16th, 
18 5, at the age of seventy years, fifty of which 
he had been a pledged total abstainer. 

ALDERMAN ABEL HEYWOOD, who began 
life as a street vendor of newspapers, and rose 
to be a great publisher, bookseller, printer, 
&c., was never ashamed to acknowledge his 
indebtedness to teetotalism. In 1859 he was 
a candidate for a seat in parliament for the 
borough of Manchester, and fought a noble 
battle on purely temperance principles. He 
would neither give a drop of strong drink 
nor employ a single cab. Although he was 
unsuccessful Mr. Heywood bad five thousand 
four hundred and forty-eight votes recorded 
for him, being more than were recorded for 
Mr. Bright at the previous election. He was 
not brought out under the auspices of any of 
the political parties, therefore the struggle 
was between both parties and the friends of 
temperance. 
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THOMAS CLEGG, better known as "Tern per
~nce Tommy," was the original secretary of 
the Heywood (near Manchester) Temperance 
or Moderation Society. At the time that tee
totalism was introduced the old society was 
languishing, and finally it was indebted to 
Mr. Clegg in the sum of £20. He insisted 
upon this amount being collected and paid, 
and then he handed it over to the newly
formed teetotal society at Heywood towards 
promoting the higher and better principle. 

Associated with Mr. Clegg were a number 
of earnest, active men, who laboured zealously 
to promote the new doctrine, and they were 
so successful that at one time Heywood could 
boast of having the largest antl most prosper
ous Tent of Rechabites in existence. William 
Fithian, James Turner, and others, became 
zealous members of the society. Mr. Clegg 
afterwards became known as a successful 
Manchester merchant, and died, April l 7th, 
1877, at the age 0f seventy-four years. 
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We now come to the commencement of one 
of the greatest moral revolutions of modern 
times, the beginning of the temperance career 
of the HEv. THEOBALD MATIIEW, who was 
justly termed "The Great Irish Apostle of 
Temperance." 

Theobald Mathew was born on tbe lOth 
of October, 1790, at Thomastown House, near 
Cashel, in Tipperary, at that time the seat of 
George Mathew, earl of Llandaff. He was the 
fourth son of James Mathew, a kinsman of the 
earl's, who was employed as bailiff at Thomas
town. Mr. Sullivan tells us that the Matthews, 
or Mathew family, are of Welsh origin, and 
settled down in Tipperary shortly after the civil 
war of 1641. "In 1650 one of its members, 
Captain Mathews, then recently married to 
Lady Cahir, held Cabir Castle for the King, but 
after a brave resistance he capitulated to the 
forces of Cromwell, the Protector, in a letter 
under his own hand, bearing testimony to the 
gallantry of the defence." 

Father Matbew's biographer, Mr. Maguire, 
says that "as a boy he was singularly sweet 
and engaging in his manners, and between 
him and his mother there existed the closest 
and fondest affection." It appears that one 
of three elder brothers had been intended for 
the church, but George Mathew did not seem 
to fall in with the views of his mother, and 
Theobald was the one destined to fulfil her 
most ardent wishes. A truly devotee. Catho
lic mother can desire no higher gratification 

on earth than to see her child become an hon
oured, faithful, and useful servant of th 
church. Lady Elizabeth Mathew, daughter 
of the Earl of Lbndaff, sent Theobald, wheu 
be was twelve years of age, to a famou 
school at Kilkenny, and after having gon 
through the necessary course of studies, he 
entered Maynooth College in 1807, but an 
infraction of discipline-the entertaiument 
of some fellow-students in his own rooms
led to his retirement from the college. He 
completed bis ecclesiastical training, however, 
at the Capuchin College, Kilkenny, and was 
ordained at Dublin on Easter Sunday, 1814. 
After a few years of clerical labour in the 
town of St. Ca.nice, he was moved by his 
snperiors to the Cork Friary of the Order, 
where he devoted himself with more than 
ordinary zeal to the duties of his position. He 
was anxious to do good in any or every possible 
way, and did not confine himself to the mere 
routine of priestly duties in connection with 
the church, &c., but set himself to work to 
establish literary and industrial schools, visited 
the sick and the poor, cared with tender soli
citude for the young, alld dispensed charity to 
the needy with a liberal hand. He founded a 
cemetery at the Botanic Ga.rclens, near Cork, 
under the shadow of whose cedars his own 
mortal remains were afterwards laid. During 
the visitation of that most fearful scourge1 

the cholera, in 1832, he was enr in the front 
of that devoted and daring band of Christiau 
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men and women who, at the peril of their 
own lives, tended and nursed the sufferers. 
Day by day, at all hours, good Father Mathew 
went from house to house, performing the 
duties of his ministry amidst sights and 
sounds that appalled the stoutest hearts and 
shook the strongest nerves. Here, too, he 
installed himself as clerical attendant of one 
of the largest cholera hospitals, choosing for 
the hours of his attendance those between 
miduight and six in the moruing. It is not 
at all surpri ing, therefore, that be was re
vered and loved by the people of Cork, of 
all creeds and persuasions. In works of Lhis 
kind he made the acquaintance of William 
Martin, the teetotal Quaker, who, like him
self, thonght more of doing his Master's 
will or work than disputing about points of 
doctrine or modes of church govel'llment. 
They were both men who could walk iu the 
light as it appeared to them, and, agreeing to 
differ in matters of opiniou, could mutually 
and heartily unite in any effort likely to prove 
beneficial to the sufferiug masses around them. 
They acted as though they had heard and 
ever remembered the words of the Master, 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
lea t of the e my br thren, ye have done it 
u11to me." Ilad thi spirit been n1anif steel 
in .xlt the advocates of teetotalism, clerical 
and lay alike, the result of half a ceutury's 
work would have been vastly different to 
what it is. 

In the early part of the year 1 38 the 
Temperance Society at Cork, Ireland, organ
ized by Mr. "William Martin, was maintained 
by a small and almost despairing band of 
workers, chiefly members of the Society of 
Friends, who felt that, though many of the 
people respected and viewed them kindly, yet 
as the vast majority of those by whom they 
were surrounded were Catholics, it was next 
to impo sible for anyone but a Catholic of 
influence and popularity to give the cause of 
temperance headway amongst the people. 

Mr. William Martin was a plain, simple, 
earnest, and liberal-minded man of most lov
ing and affectionate disposition, and one well 
acquainted with the trials, sufferiugs, and 
temptations of the poor, with whom he had 
strong sympathies. Moved as it were by a 
Divine inspiration, he felt persuaded that 
great good could be accomplished if the ser
vices of one particular man could be secured 
to the temperance cause, those of a young 

Yo·. TT. 

Capuchin friar, with whom as one of the 
governors of the Cork House of Industry, he 
often came in contact. This was none other 
than the Rev. Theobald Mathew, the clerical 
attendant of the Cork House of Industry. 
Mr. Martin, who was termed by some the 
"Grandfather of the Temperance Cause," would 
often call attention to the evil effects of the 
love of drink, as seen in the distressed condi
tion of those who became the inmates of the 
workhouse, the hospital, the jail, and the 
asylum, and having excited the sympathy of 
his liste11er, would break forth in the appeal, 
"Oh, Theobald Mathew! Theobalu Mathew ! 
what thou couldst do, if thou wouldst only 
take up this work of banishing the fiend that 
desolates the houses of thy people so!" The 
young priest seemed as if he had been ~tricken 
by some rny~terious power. He wculd walk 
on in silence, and parting from his corupanion 
one day, he went home to think and to pray, 
the words of the friendly Quaker continually 
ringing in his ears, "Oh, Theobald Mathew! 
'Iheobalcl Mathew! what thou couldst do, if 
thou wouldst take up this work!" If there 
was one man in the city of Cork who more 
than any other had tried every conceivable 
way of rescuing and UJ lifting the l eople, it 
was Father Iathew. ·what had he uot tried 
a11d done? anu yet did not this drink curse 
sta1-t up at every turn to baffie and defeat his 
eveq endeavour? 

But was not William Martin's scheme a 
fooli h and jrupracticaLle one? Why, the 
people of Cork laughed it to derision, and 
were assured of its failure. Yet, could he 
really do what his friend Martin professed to 
believe? He pondered over the matter very 
seriously for several days, until one morning 
rising from his knees in his little oratory, he 
exclaimed aloud, "Here goes in the uame of 
God!" An hour after he was in the office of 
William Martin. 

"Friend William," said he, "I have come 
to tell you a piece of news. I mean to join 
your Temperance Society to-night." The 
honest-sonlecl Quaker rushed over, flung his 
arm round the neck of the yonng priest, kissed 
him like a child, and cried out, "Thank God! 
Thank God!" 

This version of the incident is ta.ken from 
New Ireland, by J\:h. A. M. Sullivan, who 
says in a foot-note, "This incident is rather 
differently narrated by the late fr. Maguire, 
:NI.P., in his charming volu 111e, Fatlier 1lfathew; 

24 
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a Biography. I have preferred to give it as 
told to myself in early boyhood." 

Mr. Magnire tells us that the joy of honest 
William Martin may be much better imagined 
than described, when, early in April, 1838, 
he receive<l an invitation to assist Father 
Mathew in the formation of a temperance 
society. On Tuesday, April lOth, 1 38, a 
meeting was held in the good priest's school
room, and Father Mathew himself presided, 
opening the proceedings with a short and 
practical address, at the close of which he 
advanced to the table, and taking the pen 
said, "Here goes in the name of God!" and 
so publicly signed the teetotal pledge, fol
lowed by about sixty others. We like both 
versions of this story of "Here goes in the 
name of God!" and think it highly probable 
that they are both strictly correct; the one 
applying to the resolution come to at his own 
home, the other to his public act of siguing 
the pledge, thereby giving effect to his resolu
tion and setting an example to his own 
people. To such a man, the pious expression, 
"Here goes in the name of God!" would mean 
very much, and might be appropriately used 
on more occasions than one. Thousands who 
never saw the face or form of the good priest 
have reason to bless God for the decisive act 
of that hour, and eternity alone will reveal 
tbe glorious results thereof. 

The following was the form of pledge used 
at this meeting:-

" I promise to abstain from all intoxicating 
drinks, &c., except used medicinally and by 
the order of a medical mau, and to discounten
ance the cause and practices of intemperance." 

Of those who were present on that memor
able occasion, none were more happy than the 
honest, simple Quaker mercha.ut Mr. William 
Martin, who now began to see the beginning 
of the fulfilment of the dream that had occu
pied his thoughts so long. Along with George 
Cox, Rodger Olden, and Ja.mes Kenna he 
gladly added his name to the roll headed by 
the new apostle of temperance. In the course 
of his address that night Mr. Martin feelingly 
remarked:-

"If it pleased the Almighty to take him 
out of the world soon, he thought he would 
go with more satisfaction than if he had been 
taken some years before, because he felt the 
weight going off his shoulders, and-laying 
his hand on Father Mathew's-falling here" 
(Scottish Temperance Review, 1848, p. 421). 

From the moment that Father Mathew 
signed the pledge of total abstiuence he set 
himself to work with the same zeal a d 
energy that had characterized all his previous 
efforts in other directious. He devoted three 
nights a week to the temperance movement
Sunday evening, after the services of the 
church were over, and two week-day evenings. 
Crowds of people made their way to the place 
of meeting, which at first was an old store
house, but this was . oon found to be too small 
to accommodate the people, so the Horse 
Bazaar was secured, and for several years 
after more than four thousand people woul<l 
often assemble to listen to the advocacy of 
temperance principles. The news that the 
popular young Capuchin had taken up with 
"the teetotal men" soon spread in Cork. 

All at once it set people thinking, for 
Father Mathew had always been especially 
practical, not visiouary, in his schemes and 
effort for social improvement or reform. 
Crowds came to hear what he might have to 
say on the subject. 

Before many weeks the enrolled adherents 
attained considerable volume, and the direc
tion of the work passed gradually into Father 
Mathew's owu hands. 

Indeed, he early decided, after consultation 
with the fir t friends of the cause, to establish 
an organization, or rather an enrolment un<ler 
bis own presidency, which he did. In the 
short space of three months from the day 
that Father Mathew signed the pledge him
self the number on the roll was said to be 
25,000, in five months 131,000, and in less 
than nine months-from April lOth to De
cern ber 3lst, 1838-no less than 156,000. 

The Rev. Dr. Dawson Burns disputes the 
correctness of these figures, and says that the 
real figures are given by two contemporary 
witnesses. J. M'Kenna in the London Tem
perance Intelligencer, Sep tern ber 29tb, 1838, 
states, "We have 5000 members enrolled on 
our books" (i.e. the five months from Aµril 
lOth). Mr. Maguire in the same publication, 
December lst, 1838, says, "In about nine 
months we have nearly as many thousand 
members enrolled in this society." 

"So the work went on swelling like the 
tide, till it rushed on with the force of a tor
rent, and eventually assumed so to speak the 
dimensions of an ocean. The farue of his 
(Father Mathew's) labours and success filled 
the city. Every street, lane, and alley, every 
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large workshop had some story to tell of the 
marvellous change from want and wretched
ness to comparative comfort and happiness 
effected in some measure by 'joining Father 
Mathew.' Each particular locality had its 
own illustrations; they could pick out and 
name at once some wretched drunkard's home 
that had been changed as if by magic into a 
scene of peace and plenty. The working men 
were at fir t stunned and amazed at the idea 
that men they knew could positively work 
and li vc, and enjoy health and strength, be
come happy and prosperous, without the aid 
of alcoholic liquors. Bnt, seeing, they be
lieved, and adopted the principles of abstin
ence, and soon the crowds who were enjoying 
these blessings became imbued with a grate
ful enthusiasm. They shouted far and wide 
the story of their redemption. They hurried 
to every sufferer with the tidings of hope and 
joy. Each convert became a fiery apostle in 
his own way, and before the second anniver
sary of Father Mathew's lifting up of the 
standard had come round, he found himself 
at the head of a movement destined to a great 
future " (Sullivan's New Ireland). 

The tidings of the great moral reformation 
worked in Cork quickly spread throughout 
the kingdom, and cheered and animated the 
hearts of all true friends of the cause every
where. In January, 1 39, the numbers on 
the father's roll had swelled to 200,000. 
Multitudes made pilgrimages from a distance, 
some from remote Galway, to see Father 
Mathew, to take the pledge at his hands, and 
receive bis blessing. Such as were poor were 
always relieved; something was put in the 
pocket, or the fare paid to render the poor 
pilgrim's return easy and pleasant. This 
profuse charity on the part of the kind and 
benevolent priest very soon involved him in 
a debt of £1500; nevertheless, the more he 
saw of the evils with which be was trying to 
cope, and of the blessings of total abstinence, 
the more enthusiastic be became and the 
more ardently he laboured. 

On St. Patrick's Day, 1839, a grand tem
perance procession took place in Dublin. 
It was headed by the Irish Total Abstinence 
Association, some of the officials riding in a 
carriage preceded by the society's banner, then 
followed a carriage drawn by four horses, in 
which sat the Rev. Dr. Spratt,aRomanCatholic 
priest, and the Rev. Mr. M'Clure, a Wesleyan 
minister; then a third carriage containing a 

band of musicians, followed by John Smyth, 
the king of the reformed drunkards of Dub
lin, on a white charger. The juvenile branch 
of the Dublin Total Abstinence Society fol
lowed, the rear being brought up by a body 
of mounted police under the command of 
their supe1-intellllent, who himself was a total 
abstainer. The shops of the streets through 
which the procession passed were all closed, 
and every balcony and window was filled 
with spectators. In Dame Street the lord
lieutenant, accompanied by his aide-de-camps, 
stood admiring the scene. The whole affair 
was imposing, interesting, successful, and in
structive. 

During this year Mr. Ralph H olker, agent 
of the New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, visited Belfast, Antrim, and other 
places, holding meetings and receiving signa
tures to the total abstinence pledge. In 1840 
it was reported that one million eight hundred 
thousand men and women had been recei?:ed 
and enrolled on l1·eland's Great National 
Total .Abstinence Society's Books (Temperance 
lntelligencer, 1840, p. 91 ). 

The fifth annual conference of the Briti h 
Temperance Association was held at Liver
pool, commencing July 16th, 1839, over which 
a gloom was cast by the fact that on the 18th 
of April their esteemed president, Mr. Robert 
Guest White, had been stricken down by 
death, and was bnried in St. James' Cemetery, 
Liverpool. Mr. Joseph Sturge was elected to 
fill the vacancy but declined the honour, when 
it was offered to and accepted by Mr. Law
rence Heyworth, one of the earliest and truest 
friends of tbe cause in Liverpool. At this 
time George Greig of Leeds was secretary, 
and Edward Grubb travelling agent and lec
turer. The committee consisted of ten mem
bers, seven residing in Leeds and three in 
Manchester. At this conference it was decided 
to abandon the effort to effect a union with 
the New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, as the difficulties in the way seemed 
to be insurmountable. 

The fifth annual festival of the Liverpool 
Temperance Societies commenced on the Mon
da.y of race week, July, 1839, by a series of 
meetings in various pal'ts of the town. On 
Tuesday evening a soiree of the members 
and friends of the Howard Association took 
place at the Knights Templars' Hall, Grear 
George Street. After tea Mr. James Spence 
was elected to the chair, and addresses were 
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delivered by Mr. C. L. Corkoran of Dublin, 
Mr. Hoclgsou of Bolton, Edward Grubb of 
Preston, and Mr. Lawrence Heyworth. On 
·w ednesday a grand procession was formed in 
the old Infirmary yard, and marched through 
the principal streets in the following order:
Liverpool Female Total Abstinence Society, 
Roman Catholic Society, Welsh Society, In
dependent Order of Rechabites, Liverpool 
United Total Abstinence Society, Birkenhead 
Bnrnch of the Liverpool Total Abstinence So
ciety, Phamix Society, Bold Street Society, 
Total Ab tinence Sick and Burial Society, Hi
berniau Total Abstinence Society, Independent 
Total Abstinence Society, Catholic Total Ab
stinence Society, Sober Sons of Erin Society, 
Toxteth Park Society, and Howard Society. 
In the evening a tea-party took place in the 
Music Hall, ancl the meeting was presided 
O\'er by Mr. J. Cropper, and addressed by 
delegates frorn various parts of the country. 
The Catholic total abstainers had a tea-party 
and concert in St. P atrick's School-room. 
Another tea-party was held in Edwund Street 
Chapel, when addres'es were delivered by the 
chairman, Rev. J. Bowes, Rev. W . R. Baker 
of London, Rev. Francis Beardsall, Man
chester, Mr. Frith of Hull, Messrs. Joseph 
Livesey and James Teare of Preston. A 
rueetiug was also held in the Knights Tem
plars' Ha.ll, and a Welsh open-air meeting at 
the old Iufirmary yard. On Thursday evening 
the first grand concentrated meeting was 
held in the Amphitheatre, when several of the 
delegates addressed the meeting. In Septem
ber, 1839, the festival of the Female Parent 
Society was held in Circus Street, when 
Alderman Frerue presided, and La wrenc:e 
Heyworth, J . Spence, W Kaye, W. Blain, 
and the Rev. John Bowes took part in the 
proceeJ in gs. 

The first half-yearly meeting of the Howard 
Total Abstinence Association was held in the 
Knights Templars' Hall, Great George Street, 
on Tuesday, September l 7th, 1 39, when Mr. 
Lawrence H eywortb, president of the British 
Temperance Association, occupied the chair. 
The aclrni ion to membership of this society 
was coupled with the payment of 5s. sub
scription in advance, and persons were ad
mitted to their meetings by free ticket only. 
At this meeting Mr. Jackson rose to iuqufre 
what reply had been given by the Wesleyan 
Conference to the memorial presented by this 
body, as he felt disappointed at uot finding it 

embodied in the report. Mr. Minton in reply 
stated that he had no official communicatiou 
on the subject, but that he had heard from 
a source on which he could rely, that towards 
the close of the conference the president, Mr. 
T . Lessey, said, "We have here a memorial 
from the total abstainers and one from the 
socialists, shall we read them?" A general 
"No, no," was the response, on which, without 
even glancing at their contents, th ey were 
thrown together on the table (Temperance 
lntell~qencer, Oct. 5th, 1839). 

In October, 1839, was held a great meeting of 
the Liverpool Roman Catholic Total Abstinence 
Association, which was the first to make a suc
cessful effort to raise the Catholic Irishman to 
his proper position while a wanderer from his 
native land, and to remove from liim the 
reproach of "drunken Irish" to which he had 
been so often subj ected. Addre ses were de
livered by Mr. Robert M'Cur<ly, M r. J opson, 
Mr. John Rosson, and Sir Jo. hua Walm ley. 

A meeting of a new society, entitled "The 
Liverpool Total Abstinence Home Mission 
Society," was held in the Music Hall, Bold 
Street, November 20th, 1839, Mr. W. Blaiu 
in the chair. This was the inaugural meeting 
of a society established for the purpose of 
spreading the bles ings of sobrieLy wherever 
drunkeuness was to be found, without refer
ence to er ed or party, aud upon the plan of 
the old original societies, viz. house-to-hou. e 
visitation and the holding of meetings in low 
and neglected localities. Mr. Minton (of the 
firm of Rogerson and Minton) was appointed 
treasurer. 

Perhaps no town in the northern counties 
received the total abstinence movement with 
less favour and more opposition than Wigan 
in Lancashire. H ere the infant teetotal society 
established in or about the year 1836 was 
carried on amid many difficulties, being bitterly 
persecuted and harassed by the liquor interest 
and its rough, uncultured victims. At one 
meeting held in 1838 an uuseemly riot took 
place, and the property of the society was 
almost wholly destroyed by drunken rowdies 
sent in by the drink - sellers. Mr. John 
Cropper, of Liverpool, was a warm and liberal 
friend to the cause here, as he kindly paid the 
expenses of speakers and assisted in other ways 
(Preston Temperance Advocate, 1838). 

The REv. WILLIAM RoAF of Wigan was 
an earnest, active worker in the cause during 
the days of its severest struggles, and was 
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deemed worthy of special mention as such 
iu Livesey's .Reminiscences. How Mr. Roaf 
became a teetotaller is best told in l:.is own 
words. At a public meeting held in Exeter 
Hall, London, May 22cl, 1862, at which Mr. 
Jo::>eph Livesey of Preston and Mr. John 
Pl1illips were present as speakers, Mr. Roaf 
sai<l:--

" Soon after I eutered tbe Christian ministry 
I heard about teetotalism; but what 'ism' it 
wa.-i I conld not understand. I was all in a 
mist and fog about it until a kind friend put 
iuto my hand a pamphlet by that good man 
sitting there-Mr. Joseph Livesey of Preston 
-entitled 'The Malt Lecture.' I well re
memuer the spot where I stood and read it. 
When I got to the end, thinks I, 'I shall 
sign the teetotal pledge to-day.' I then called 
my wife np to my library a11d I read it to 
her, and said, 'Will yon sign the pledge?' 
She said,' Will yon?' 'Certainly,' I said; and 
she agreed. '\!lien the evening came I called 
up the two servants and read it to them, and 
as I read it I expounded a little bit. I said to 
them, '·will you sign the pledge?' 'Oh, cer
tainly,' they said. So the next morning I sent 
fourp nee clown to the secretary. He called 
on me soon after; his heart was in his mouth. 
lie was o glad be could not express the joy 
li e felt" (The Tleekly Record, May 30th, 1862, 
p. 230). Mr. Roaf died March 7th, 1870, at 
tbe age of sixty-six years, having been about 
thirty years an abstainer. 

The following fact is given as another illus
tration of tbe sterling value of Mr. Li vesey's 
"J'iialt Lecture":-

Among the speakers at a meeting in Exeter 
Hall, May 22d, 1862, were Mr. Joseph Livesey 
of Preston, Rev. William Roaf of Wigan, and 
MR. J orrN PHILLIPS. In the course of his 
address l\Ir. Phillips bore the following testi
mony: "I went into a coffee-house in the 
west encl of London some twenty-five and a 
half years ago, and on the table of the coffee
room I read Joseph Li vesey's 'Malt Lecture.' 
Like my reverend friend, Mr, Roaf, I was 
deeply impressed with the strong common
sense aud the sterling, cogent arguments of 
the lecture, . and I could do nothing 
el e thau take the course laid down. Mr. 
Livesey," addressing tha.t gentleman, "I have 
been twenty-£ ve years an honest teetotaller, 
and in a very humble way an earnest labourer 
in the cause. Whatever good I may have 
done, may the recollections of it rest upon 

your snowy, puritan, honoured bead! 
I cannot t ell you with what joy I meet Mr. 
Livesey to-night. I have so much to thank 
him for" ( TVeekl,y Record, 1862, p. 232). 

On the 14th of Jnne, 1839, Mr. George 
Hesketh of Manchester deli verecl another of 
his lectures in the Court House, Rotherham, 
at the close of which the Rotherham Teetotal 
Society was established. Amongst the early 
officials were H. Kempster, president and 
treasurer; T. ·Wigfield and J obn Guest, secre
taries; and on the committee were R. Wild
goose, J obn "Wilde, Moses Slack, and others. 
Shortly afterwards the late Edward Chrimes 
became an active worker, and to him and the 
late Alderman John Guest the cause in Rother
ham is under deep and lasting obligation. As 
guiding spirits and generous supporters of the 
cause they sparred the society on, and secu;:ecl 
the services of the old, sturdy, true advocates 
of sterling teruperauce principles. 

In the autumn of 1840 Mr. W. A. Pallister 
of Leeds was delivering a temperance address 
in the Wesleyan Chapel, vVentwo1th, near 
Rotherham, when the Rev. J arues Bromley, 
at that time superintendent minister of the 
Rotherham circuit, in riding past was attracted 
to the scene, and stopping his horse at the 
chapel door and learning what was going on, 
said he woJ..1ld soon stop that sort of thing. He 
denounced the cause from the pulpit, a..ud the 
result was tlie memorable discussion between 
the Rev. James Bromley and Dr. F. R. Lees, 
of Leeds. 

This discussion was held in the Court House, 
Rotherham, August 25th, 1840, when the place 
was crowded. The chair was occupied by 
Mr. John Oxley of Rotherham. Inan address 
occupying an hour and a half J\fr. Bromley 
gave seven reasons for his objection to the 
pledge of total abstinence. (1) Because of the 
permission to use wine in the Lord's Supper; 
(2) because it was a reflection on the Mosaic 
economy; (3) because it was a gross disrespect 
to the miracles of Christ; (4) because it cast 
a direct reflection on the conduct of the 
Saviour in having made and used wine; (5) 
because it was in opposition to Paul's advice 
to Timothy; (6) because it sanctioned the 
ancient superstitions; (7) because it reflected 
on the Christian eucharist. 

In reply, Dr. Lees appealed to common sense, 
experience, chemistry: physiology, and the 
highest testimony in favour of abstinence, and 
then took np Mr. Bromley's objections seria-
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tiru. A full report of this discussion is con
tained in one of the volumes of Dr. Lees' 
collected works, and his reply to Mr. Eromley 
was justly termed "a masterly and triumphant 
exposition of the principles of teetotalism, and 
remains one of the most trenchant of the 
doctor's controversial es ays." Mr. Bromley 
afterwards published his own version of his 
speech in a pamphlet entitled "Observations 
on Teetotalism," &c. 

In December, 1839, the Rev. Father Mathew 
entered upon that missionary career which 
may fairly be said to have" inaugura.ted a new 
phase in the tempera.nee movement, whose 
progress thenceforward was prodigious, and 
whose success was almost miraculous." His 
visit to Limerick produced a most extrnordi
nary sensation. On the da.y before he wa,s 
expected to arrive the roads were black with 
throngs of people approaching the city, and 
during the next day the streets were choked 
with an innumerable multitude, the town 
being taken as it were by storm. Provisions 
rose to famine prices, and the public rooms 
were thrown open to afford shelter for the 
night to thousands, for whom, had the town 
been three times its size, ordinary accommo
dation could scarcely have been found. After 
four days of excessive and exhau tive labour, 
Father Mathew concluded his successful tem
perance mi. sion, having won thereby 150,000 
ad<litional disciples. 

Amongst the thousands who took the pledge 
at Limerick was a youth named JORN LARKIN, 
who had been a cripple from childhood, made 
so by the cruelty of an intemperate relative. 
Seeing and feeling the direful results of drink, 
.John determined, despite the density of the 
crowd and his own comparative helplessness, 
to make an effort to see the good priest and 
take the pledge at his hands. Bravely urging 
his way, and using his crutches and tongue to 
advantage, the kindly disposed people readily 
made way for him and helped to place him in 
a position where he could not only see but 
receive the medal from the good friar's own 
hands, with a special blessing which he never 
forgot. 

In March, 1882, the writer of these pages 
met J ohn Larkin in a rail way-carriage on his 
way to Rugby, and in the course of conversa
tion learned the above-named facts, and saw 
the well-worn, highly prized medal, which its 
owner had worn for forty-three years. He 
listened with deep interest to the touching 

testimony of this faithful disciple, who for 
nearly half a century has earned his own liveli
hood by playing the violin in the public streets 
of various towns of the United Kingdom. 

Shortly after visiting Limerick, Father 
Mathew went to Waterford, and there about 
80,000 persons knelt and received the pledge, 
and by the time he had returned to Cork at 
Christmas a quarter of a million had been 
added to the list of pledged teetotallers. In 
the new year (1840) he set out again, and such 
was the excitement his visit to Parsonstown 
created that the chapel in which be received 
candi<lates had to be guarded without by 
police and soldiers, while a guard of cavalry 
patrolled np and down to prevent the ru hing 
multitudes from crowding into the sacred 
edifice. At Borrisokane, though Father Ma
thew's coming was unexpected, he stood on a 
stone seat, under a venerable ash-tree, and 
received in that small town, without any pre
vious notice being given, the pledges of over 
7000 persons. 

In March, 1840, he visited Dublin, a visit 
which as to its effect upon the country was 
next in importance to that which he paid to 
Limerick in 1839, for he there took 70,000 
pledges. In Waterford, in three days, he gave 
the pledge to 60,000 persons, in Loughrea to 
80,000, in Galway to 100,000; and between 
Galway and Loughrea, and on the road to 
Portumna, from 180,000 to 200,000 pledges 
were taken. 

The following is an interesting and amus
ing account of his reception at one place in 
Galway:-

" The best room in the house was prepa.red 
for the honoured guest, who was conducted to 
it by his host. The room was on the ground
floor, and was lighted by a large bay-window 
which was without blind or curtain of any kind. 
Father Mathew only thought of preparing 
himself by a good night's rest for the labours 
of the following day, and turning his face to 
the wall and his back to the window, he soon 
fell into a deep slumber. Awakening, as was 
usual with him, at an early hour in the morning, 
he opened his eyes, blessed himself, repeated a 
short prayer, and tnrned towards the window. 
But imagine his dismay when he beheld a 
crowd of people-men, women, and children
in front of the blindless window, and at least 
a score of noses flattened against the glass, the 
better to enable their respective proprietors to 
obtain a peep a.this reverence. A more modest 
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rnan did not exist than Father Mathew, and 
great was his embarrassment at this indication 
of his popularity. He glanced at the D.ead of 
the bed and at the table near him to see if a 
bell were in reach, but such a luxury in the 
house of a priest in a mountain parish of Gal
way was not to be thought of. There was 
omething resembling a bell-pull at one side 

of the fireplace; but if it were a bell-pull, and 
not a mockery and a delusion, it might as well 
have been twenty miles away for any practical 
ad vantage at that moment, for it would be 
difficult to say what would induce Father 
Mathew to quit the shelter of the bed-clothes 
and walk across the room to grasp that tanta
lizing cord. The crowd outside was momen
tarily on the increase, and the deepening mur
mur of the voices testified to the animation of 
the conversation carried on. 

"Occasionally might be heard the following: 
'Do yon see him, Mary, asthore?' 'Danny, 
agra, lave me take a look, an' God bless you, 
child.' 'Where are ye pushing wid yourself?' 
'Hould off ov my foot, will ye?' 'Och, wisha, 
there's the blessed priest!' 'Honest man, 
would you be plased to lift off ov my back? 
One would think 'tis a horse I was.' ''Tis a 
shame for you to be there; what curiosity is 
in ye's all!' 'Mammy, mammy! there he is! 
I sees his poll.' 'Whist, an' don't be after 
waking him.' Father Mathew ventured an
other peep, but the slightest movement on his 
part only evoked increased anxiety outside, 
and it seemed to him as if the window panes 
were every moment accommodating a larger 
number of flattened noses. The poor man felt 
himself a prisoner, and listened with eagerness 
for any sound which gave a hope or promise 
of deliverance; but it was not till after three 
mortal hours of his guest's captivity that the 
considerate host, who would not 'disturb his 
guest too early,' entered the room and thus 
became aware of the admiring crowd, who, it 
need scarcely be said, were quickly dispersed, 
to Father Mathew's ineffable relief" (Life of 
Father .Mathew, by J. F. Macguire, M.P.). 

Father Mathew was earnestly solicitous for 
the moral elevation of the youth of Ireland, 
and wherever he went "there were blessings 
and caresses and praises and holidays and 
medals for the boys who took the pledge; 
there was the fondest affection and the most 
devoted friendship for the youth who adhered 
to it faithfully. Wherever Father Mathew 
went through the country he was delighted 

at the improvement which be witnessed in the 
dress, in the manner, and in the bearing of the 
cbildreL of the humbler classes; and his heart 
was gladdened by the accounts which he re
ceived from the clergy of town and country 
of the daily increasing numbers on the school
roll. The improvement of the youth of the 
higher classes was equally striking." 

In June, 1840, he had become the acknow
ledged moral leader of no less than 2,000,000 of 
his countrymen. In that sa.rne month 35,000 
new recruits were enlisted at Maynooth, be
sides eight professors and 250 students of the 
college. 

In the town of Athy, so great a crowd 
gathered round the hotel where the good 
father was staying, that for five hours the 
royal mail-coach was detained, while Father 
Mathew worked hard administering the 
pledge to the eager throngs. 

"This," says Mr. A. M. Sullivan (New 
Ireland, pp. 51-52), "was a tirue when poli
tical feeling ran high and strong in Ireland. 
It was the period of O'Connell's repeal agita
tion, and of all the accompanying excitement 
of that movement. Yet, strange to say, 
Orange and Green alike waved a greeting to 
Father Mathew; Whig, Tory, and Repealer 
sounded his praise; and nowhere in Ireland 
could he have received a welcome more cor
dial and enthusiastic than that which was 
extended to him, 'Popish friar' as he was, 
by the Protestants of Ulster. He had been 
warned not to carry out his purpose of visit
ing that province; the Orangemen, who it 
was declared could not stand the sight of a 
Catholic priest, received him with public fes
tive display in their midst. What really hap
pened was that the dreaded Orangemen came 
out in grand procession to join the ovation. 
When Father Mathew saw their flags hung 
out at Cootehill on church and kirk, he rightly 
appreciated the spirit of the display, and 
called for three cheers for them. A Catholic 
clergyman calling for a cordial salutation of 
the Orange banner, and a Catholic assembly 
heartily responding was something almost in
conceivable. It had never occurred before in 
Ireland; I am afraid it bas never occurred 
since." 

Yet such things are in perfect accord with 
the true spirit of teetotalism, which when 
rightly understood and dnly appreciated will 
not only disown and discourage religious big
otry and intolerance, but cause men of every 
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creed and party to sink for the time being 
their petty differences, and mutually agree to 
work together to raise the fallen and :mccour 
the oppressed, and by every conceivable means 
endeavour to save others from falling into the 
vortex of intemperance. 

With deep regret we have to record the fact 
that instead of sympathy and respect the Rev. 
Father Mathew received very unkind treat
ment from the father and founder of the 
moderation temperance societies-the Rev. 
John Edgar, D.D., of Belfast. On one occa
sion Dr. Edgar wrote a follows :-" Of Father 
Mathew I have always spoken with respect. 
Of course I have at present nothing to do 
with the mode in which the hundreds of 
thousands of pounds received from his mil
lions of teetotallers were applied ; but as a 
Papist he carried his popery consistently out 
in teetotalism. It is no more than justice to 
say that be is the most temperate and the 
lea t absurd and anti-scriptural of all teeto
tallers" (Temperance Penny Magazine, vol. 
xii. p . 86). 

Had Dr. Edgar been so disposed be might 
have ascertained the fact, that instead of mak
ing a profitable trade of teetotalism Father 
Mathew was involving himself in pecuniary 
difficulties. 

In 1844 the Rev. F. Trestrail, secretary to 
the Irish Baptist Society, delivered a series 
of lectures at Leicester, and although not a 
pledged teetotaller he made the following 
statements relative to Father Mathew and 
the terupera11ce movement in Ireland. Mr. 
Trestrail said:-

''With regard to Father Mathew and the 
temperance movement I think it but just to 
address a few words to you. It has been said 
by some persons tl1at Father Mathew's object 
in carryiug on this movement is merely to 
aggrandize himself by the acquisition of 
wealth; by others that he is a cunning Jesuit, 
anxious to serve the interests of the Church 
of Rome by this means; and by another class 
that the temperance movement is a mere 
blind to carry on some deep-laid political 
scheme. I have frequently heard these 
charges alleged against Father Mathew, but 
from what I have seen of him I have not the 
slightest suspicion that be uses this subject 
as a means of making money; nor that he 
has the least sinister motive in promoting the 
spread of temperance in I reland; but I be
lieve him to be as honest, upright, virtuous, 

and well-intentioned a mau as ever trod the 
soil of Ireland or Le1Jefited its people. In 
answer to the charge made against this dis
tiuguished man, I am bound to state that he 
acknowledges no party-he never attended a 
political meeting in his life. He has ne ,rer 
been spoken of but in terms of suspicion-no 
direct charge has ever been made against him ; 
and rather than adopt so unmanly a course of 
proceeding I would cast my su picions away 
and run the risk of being deceived and injured 
sooner than utter a breath of suspicion against 
a man where I had no proof to carry that sus
picion out. As to his having some covert design 
in view, I would discard that altogether, as 
anyone who knew the benefits the temperance 
movement had conferred on Ireland mu t feel 
that the sole motive of its great apostle was to 
benefit the people. As to his accumulating 
wealth, it may not be generally known that 
Father Mathew is not one of the regular priest
hood, but a friar, and has taken the vows of 
poverty, therefore it cannot be his object to 
realize money; indeed, I know that in more 
than one instance he bas brought himself to the 
verge of poverty Ly his extreme bounty and 
benevolence to the poor. . . There is a great 
want of justice in these in inuations ao-ainst a 
man like Father Mathew. Ilis c1iaracter stands 
untarnished for houest and good motives; and 
by his own countrymen no suspicion was 
ever attached to him. If a man occupying 
the prominent position he does- with the eyes 
not only of Ireland, but we may say of the 
whole world watching O\' er his every action
can acquit himself so that not the slightest 
breath of suspicion shall attach to him, I am 
sure that you will feel with me that these in
sinuations are highly unjust. For myself, I 
assure you, I esteem it a great honour to be 
favoured with a personal acquaintance with 
this great man." 

Mr. Trestrail then gave a brief summary 
of the origin and success of the temperance 
reform in Ireland, aud referring again to 
Father Mathew remarks:-

" The great mass of the people ascribed 
miracles to Father Mathew. This, by some 
people was urged as another objection against 
him, aud he has said to rne on several occa
sio11s, 'l\1r. Trestrail, what can I do? I can
not help the people entertaining this opinion· 
bnt I shall not slay my exertions to benefit 
the people on that account.' 

"The increa::;ing intelligence of the Irish 
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Lowever, gradually pnt au encl to this feeling. 
·when I first weut up from Limerick to Cork, 
I saw a great nu mber of foot pas3engers 
travelling along the road. I asked the cab 
driver where all the people were going, and 
he answerecl to Father Mathew. It appeared 
tliat there were two or three manufacturers 
in Limerick, who paid the expen es of their 
men going up to Cork to receive the pledge 
from Father Mathew. The workmen got drunk 
the night before, and when I saw them the}T 
were going with aching beads to Father 
Mathew to take the pledge. But they kept 
it, and the news of this spreading far anrl near, 
:E ather Mathew was requested, and indeed 
obliged, to go to other towns, and the temper
ance movement was thus establi hed in Ire
land. 

"Father Mathew then introduced the tem
perance medals, for which he charged six
pence each, knowiug well that people did not 
value that which they got for nothing. An 
oujection was made against his receiving this 
money; but those who knew him well were 
acquainted with the mauy call. made upon 
his benevolence. 

"And now for his sincerity. I believe that 
the tem1 era.nee societie include one-half of 
the people of Ireland. .At the la t proces ion 
I ·aw in Cork there were 25,000 per ·ons, 
rueu, women, and children; they were head eel 
by many Protestant and Roman Catholic 
ladies and gentlemen, and after they had 
proceeded round the town they all sat down 
in the Corn Market and partook of coffee 
together. If the temperance movement bad 
done no more than bring so many persons to
gether of different opinions and ranks in life, 
who, but for this circumstance, might not 
l1:we met at all, it did good. 

"Father Mathew's brother wa one of the 
la.rgest distillers in Ireland . The buildings 
re(1nisite for carrying on his business cost 
£16,000; they might now be bonght for £1600; 
::;o that he ought not to be deemed insincere 
'vhen be bas been the means of so greatly re
clm:ing the income of his brother' family. 

"And now as to the effects of the movement. 
There were 800 whisky shops i11 Cork at the 
time it commenced; and these shops were 
drivi11g a rattling trade. At the end of four 
years the number was reduced to 400. The 
excise duties fell off £1,000,000 of money, 
which i' a reduction of 8,000,000 gallons an-
111rn ll v, or a gnllon per head for every mau, 

woman, and child in Irel;u1d. But the re
venue has not suffered on that account, for 
althoug;1 there is that sum less derived. from 
whisky, there is a larger amount derived from 
the consumption of u eful exci al>le article!=> 
which the poor can now afford to purchase. 
There were £750,000 more put in the savi11gs
bank tha11 for the preceding year. You may 
therefore gather from these few statements 
what is the effect of the movement; and even 
if it were started for purpo es of a political 
nature-which I do not believe-I would 
rather have to do with sober men, than 
those under the effect of intoxicating drink" 
(1Yational Temperance J,Jagazine, 1844, pp. 
331--334). 

The sixth annual Conference of the Briti~h 
Temperance Association was held at Bolto11, 
Lancashire, June 30th, and July lst and 2d, 
1840, the post of secretary being filled by 
Mr. (now Dr.) F. R. Lees of Leeds, and Mr. 
James Millington was agent. Nothing of any 
special importance was brought Lefore the 
meeting beyond the ordinary busines of the 
association. 

In November, 1840, Mr. John Cassell, as 
agent for the new Briti. h and Foreign Tem
perance Society, visited various parts of the 
county of Norfolk, and lectured in the City 
Hall, Norwich, wlien amongst those who 
sig11ed the pledge at the close were the Rev. 
Thomas Evan , Congregational minister, Mr. 
John Rutter, solicitor, of Shafte bury, and a 
youth now known far and wide as the Rev, 
Charles Garrett, the justly popular Wesleyan 
ministeranJ temperanceadvocate. Mr.Thomas 
H. Barker, the indefatigaule secretary of the 
United Kingdom Alliance was also a convert 
of John Cassell' , and al ways spoke of him in 
terms of affection and reverence. 

The sixth annual festival of the Liverpool 
societies was held during the ra.ce week, July, 
1840, when public meetings were held in 
various parts of the town. On Wednesday, 
July 14, the u ual proce sion took place, which 
the .. Mercu17; characterized as "an extraordi
nary manifestation of the numerical strength 
of the teetotallers." Public meeti11g in con
nection with this festival were held in the 
Amphitheatre on Thursday and Friday even
ings, presided o\·er by Mr. Lawrence Hey
worth and Mr. John Cropper, and addressed 
by Rev. A . Mackay, Rev. Mr. Holt, Mr. Ed
ward Grubb of Preston, and Mr. J . S. Kenrick 
of West Bromwich, Staffordshire. 
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In August, 1840, the members of the Total 
Abstinence Home Mission Society entered 
into the spirit of the principles upon which 
the society was founded, and went into the 
most depraved and densely-populated pasts 
of the town, and held meetings weekly. Their 
labours were attended with the most astonish
ing success, as many as fifty, sixty, eighty, 
and sometimes a hundred persons signing the 
pledge at one meeting. The violent character 
of many streets-which even the police hardly 
dared to enter-became so changed iu con
sequence of these efforts that other societies 
were induced to enter upon a similar work. 
TLe Female Parent Society was also very 
actively engaged in the work, holding two 
meetings weekly, one on Tuesday evenings in 
Preston Street Room (the locality visited by 
Messrs. Livesey and Finch in 1832), and the 
other on Wednesday evenings in the School
room under Bevington Hill Chapel, besides 
working several branch societies. 

The seventh annual conference of the British 
Temperance Association was held at Hudders
field, commencing July 20th, 1841, when a suc
cessful bazaar was held, and was ably conducted 
by the committee of the Huddersfield Temper
ance Society, the result being a large accession 
to the funds of the associatiou. At this con
ference Mr. J ohn Bright of Rochdale and 
Mr. John Wade of Hull were elected vice
presidents of the association. It may be inter
esting to some of our readers to know that 
"the great tribune of the people," the RIGHT 
HoN. JOHN BRIGHT, M.P., made his first 
efforts on the public platform in connection 
with, and as a local advocate of, the temper
ance cause, and as such held offices of trust 
a nd honour in the British Temperance Asso
ciation (now League). Of Mr. Bright's early 
efforts Douglas J errold's Weekly Newspaper 
for August, 1846, gives the following par
ticulars:-

"It was during the agitation of the reform 
question, when Rochdale, unrepresented, strug
gled for the franchise, that John Bright first 
attempted public speaking; but with what 
effect he then spoke is not now well remem
bered. In the month of May, 1833, the year 
after the reform question was settled, he with 
some other young men of Rochdale called to
gether a meeting to discuss the subject of 
temperance. This was a few miles out of the 
town, at a village called Catley-lane-hea,d, to 
which they went in preference to beginning 

at Rochdale, lest they should break down a11d 
be laughed at by those who knew them. 
N othinf; particular occurred save that they 
got thoroughly drenched to the skin coming 
home, aud that it was the beginning of Mr. 
Bright's career as a public speaker, while all 
the rest have long since retired within their 
factories and counting-houses, though meu of 
talent and some of them of good social posi
tion. Mr. Bright has been known to break 
down more than once on different topics, from 
nervousness, but he had always the courage to 
begin again." 

In 1840 Mr. William Logan of Glasgow 
became town missionary in Rochdale, and 
being an ardent temperance worker be met 
Mr. Bright in connection with this movement, 
and accompanied him to address a meeting 
in one of the villages in the neighbourhood. 
"This was," says the Scotti'sh Leagiie Journal, 
"the somewhat famous occasion when he who 
now stands in the foremost rank of British 
orators nearly broke down. That was not the 
only time that Mr. Logan accompanied Mr. 
Bright to temperance meetings, when the 
latter took up the economical and the former 
the social aspect of the question." 

The subsequent action and later utterances 
of Mr. Bright seem to be at variance with his 
early professions and official connection with 
the temperance movement. If he had not 
been an avowed total abstainer in 1841 and 
1842 he would never have been elected to the 
position of vice-president, and then president, 
of such an uucompromising and thoroughly 
teetotal organization as the British Temper
ance League. Not only did he occupy this 
exalted position in the ranks of temperance 
reformers, but his Word witli Serious People 
was one of the Ipswich series of temperance 
tracts, and was a telling plea for total absti
nence. (It was reprinted in the Alliance Neu:s, 
January 8th, 1887, p. 27.) 

In the Alliance News, October lst, 1887, p. 
635, we read as follows:-

"In a letter to a gentleman at Hereford 
Mr. John Bright recently said: 'I have been 
for fourteen or fifteen years an abstainer from 
all alcoholic drinks, and have often recom
mended what I consider the wise practice in 
public speeches. I have very rarely tasted 
spirits during my life.'" Similar statements ap
peared in the public papers from time to time, 
and they seemed to imply that the right hon. 
gentleman had not been true to his first love, 
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but that there bad been a break somewhere. 
We are informed that during his illness in 1870 
he took light wines by medical advice, and as 
soon as the occasion for their use had passed 
away he discontinued to take them, and pos
sibly the later period of abstinence is dated 
therefrom. Yet we cannot help thinking that 
this medicinal use bad an effect upon bis 
mind, and led him to entertain the peculiar 
views he bad of late years avowed in relation 
to certain phases of the temperance reform, 
and especially on prohibition, local option, and 
other legislative proposals. 

At the conference of the British Temperance 
Association in 1841 Mr. J obn Andrew, junr., 
of Leeds, who from 1837 had done much of 
the secretary's work, was chosen for that office, 
and the executive, consisting of nine members, 
was fixed at Huddersfield. The agents during 
this year were James Millington and John 
Addleshaw. 

JOHN ADDLESHA w was born at Brigg, near 
Hull, on the 22d of November, 1801. When 
a boy he became connected with the Wesleyan 
Sunday-school of his native town, and when 
quite a youth was remarkable for his ability 
and talent. He was therefore accepted and 
employed as a local preacher at the early age 
of sixteen years. In the following year he 
passed his examination for the regular min
istry of the Wesleyan Church, and prea.ched 
his trial sermon in Waltham Street Chapel 
(then the largest Wesleyan chapel in Hull). 
He declined to bind himself not to marry 
during the usual period of probation, and was 
therefore never appointed to a circuit; but 
he became a very popular local preacher in 
his native county, and was a zealous and dis
interested worker, often walking from ten to 
fourteen miles on a Sunday in addition to 
preaching twice. 

At the age of nineteen be married Maria, 
the daughter of Mr. Mundy, coach-builder, of 
Brigg. In 1836 the late Dr. Firth of Hull 
held three temperance meetings in the Town 
Hall, Brigg, and at the close of the second 
John Addles haw signed the teetotal pledge. 
After being pressed to address the next meet
ing be consented to do so, and bis adhesion 
created quite a sensation. Mr. J obn Addle
shaw "was of winning and transparent char
acter. Pure, yet social; prudent, yet courage
ous; possessed of considerable culture and 
information, corn bined with a copious and 
easy flow of words, and a distinct and effective 

rhetoric, no wonder his services were soon 
desiderated as an advocate of the principles 
he bad espoused." From week to week John 
Addleshaw was called upon to defend and 
advocate the infant cause, and he would often 
walk long distances to fulfil these duties. His 
character and abilities recommended him wher
ever be went. His addresses were character
ized by broad common sense, clear and definite 
statements, backed by sound arguments; whilst 
his lively anecdotes, bis unaffected pathos, and 
truly earnest manner, gave him a peculiar 
power over his audiences. Strange as it may 
seem, he, like a number of other useful advo
cates, bad a weakness for tobacco smoking. 
John dearly loved his pipe. Mr. Addlesbaw's 
first engagement as a temperance agent was 
for a Yorkshire union of temperance societies, 
under whose auspices he visited and lectured 
at Scarborough, Bridlington, Whitby, Gnis
brough, and other towns in that locality. In 
1839 he became agent for the British Tem
perance Association, and in 1841 we find him 
and Mr. Millington working together. 

From this time Mr. Addleshaw continued to 
labour as one of the most acceptable agents 
of the League until the month of October, 
1859, when he was taken ill in the train, near 
Retford, at which town be had to stay at a 
public-house for several days before he could 
venture on his journey home. He appeared 
to rally, and recommenced his labours at 
Heywood on the 5tb and 6th November, and 
on the 7th spent the afternoon with bis eldest 
daughter, Mrs. Hartley of Manchester, where 
he became so ill that he was ordered to bed 
by the physician, and after a few days' linger
ing illness he died on the 18th November, 
1859, in the fifty-eighth year of bis age, sin
cerely regretted. 

In July, 1841, the Liverpool societies, 
during the race week, had their annual fes
tival and procession. Large open-air meetings 
were held in Lime Street, Great George Place, 
&c., and at the first meeting in the Amphi
theatre Mr. Lawrence Heyworth presided, 
and addresses were delivered by Mr. G. Greig 
of the British Temperance Association, Mr. 
John Smith of Dublin, Mr. John Hockings, 
the Birmingham blacksmith, and Mr. J. S. 
Buckingham. At the second meeting Mr. 
William Blain presided, and the mayor, Mr. 
Thomas Bolton, was present. Mr. Lawrence 
Heyworth, Dr. F. R. Lees of Leeds, Rev. 
Thomas Spencer, vicar of Hinton, near Bath: 



iOS THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

John Hockings, Ben jamin Wilson, and Mr. 
Carter being the spea.kers. More than 200 
pledges were taken, Mr. Thomas Olliti being 
secretary at this time. 

On the 3d of August, 1841, a public meet
ing in connection with the Total Abstinence 
Home Mission Society was held in the Queen's 
Theatre under the presidency of Mr. Law
rence H eyworth. Mr. George Greig of Leeds, 
secretary to the British Temperance Associa
tion, delivered a long, eloquent, and argumen
tative address in favour of total abst inence 
from all intoxicating drinks, and complained 
of the coldness, if not absolute opposition, of 
many ministers of religion to the principles 
of total abstinence. "If they wished to suc
ceed they must all unite in this holy and good 
cause. They must not ask whether a man 
be a Catholic or a Protestant when he wished 
to enter their society. The men who con
ducted the affairs of the society ought to be 
good men, but the distinction of Catholic and 
Protestant should never be mentioned among 
them. They were to acknowledge no party, 
but to seek the interest and happiness of the 
community at large." 

According to the report presented, this was 
one of tbe largest bodies of teetotallers in 
Liverpool, haviug forty associates who attended 
and managed eighteen weekly meetings in 
the town and neighbourhood, including Beb
ington, Birkenhead, and Rock Ferry (Liver
pool Mercury, 1841, p. 260). 

The eighth annual conference of the British 
Temperance Association was held at Roch
dale, July 5th, 6th, and 7th, 1842, when it 
was reported that the annual income had 
risen to over £600. Mr. John Bright was 
elected president. 

In January, 1843, such an honour was con
ferred upon the Rev. Father Mathew, the 
"Irish Apostle of Temperance," as no other 
temperance reformer in the world bad ever 
been favoured with before. A public meeting 
was called in the Theatre Royal, Dublin, at 
the request of two Dukes, four Marquises, 
nineteen Earls, ten Viscounts, four Catholic 
Biehops, upwards of forty Baronets, thirty 
Members of Parliament, and a very large 
uumber of Clergymen of all denominations, 
deputy-lieutenants, magistrates, and gentle
men from all parts of the country, specially 
to meet and do honour to their guest, the 
Rev. Theobald Mathew. The chair was taken 
by the Duke of Leinster, and the Marquis of 

Headfort, the Marquis of Clanricarde, the 
men:~.ber for Waterford (Mr. Smith O'Brien, 
M.P.), &.ncl Daniel O'Connell united in paying 
a tribute of praise to Father Mathew for his 
self-sacrificing labours for the public good. 

In the summer of 1843 Father Mathew 
visited England and administered the pledge 
to large numbers of persons in York, Man
chester, Liverpool, and other large towns. His 
visit to the city of York was under the aus
pices of the British Temperance Association, 
and was made at the time that the ninth 
annual conference of the association was being 
held in that city, July 4th, 5th, and 6th, 
1843. At this time the executive of the as
sociation was located at Huddersfield, and M r. 
John Bright of Rochdale was president of 
the association. A deputation from the com
mittee met their illustrious visi tor at Liver
pool and escorted him to York, where his 
appearance excited the greatest enthusiasm. 
During the conference he attended a public 
meeting in the concert-room, the meeting be
ing convened by the committee specially to 
do him honour. 

The annual festival of the Liverpool Total 
Abstinence Societies in 1843 was favomed in 
having the presence and a.id of the" great Irish 
Apostle of Temperance," who arrived in Liv
erpool in time to take part in the closing 
meeting on Saturday e\·ening, July 15tb, 
1843. On Sunday, July 16th, he conducted 
services at St. Anthony's Church, and a.fter
wards administered the pledge to 6000 per
sons. On Monday he was engaged at the 
same place from half- past eleven in the mor
ning until ten at night (with short intervals 
for rest and refreshment). The number of 
medals issued and pledges administered during 
this visit was from 40,000 to 50,000. After 
labouring in other I :irts of England Father 
Mathew returned to Liverpool on Tue day, 
July 25th, and administered the pledge to 
8000 persons at St. Anthony's, Scotland Road, 
and again on Wednesday, from ten in the 
morning till ten o'clock in the e\Te ning. An 
open-air public meeting was held on a plot of 
ground adjoining St. Anthony's Church, when 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. A mos 
A. Phillips of Boston, U .S.; Rev. Mr. Blan
chard of Cincinnati, U.S.; Mr. James Teare 
of Preston; Messrs. Stapely, Cbrimes, Ed
wards, Sullivan, Ord, and W . Browri. As the 
result of this mission the receipts of the liquor
sellers were during the next few weeks very 
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largely decreased, as proved by the statement 
that the proprietor of an exteusi ve dram-shop 
in the town, on reckoning up the cas~l taken 
during oue day during the week found a defi
ciency of £36 as compared with the corre
sponding day of the previous week (Liverpool 
Mercury, August, 1843, p. 266). 

Father Mathew returned again to Liver
pool in September, 1843, and on September 
14th a public breakfast was given to him in 
the Catholic School-room, Seel Street, when 
Mr. William Rathbone, Mr. Lawrence H ey
worth, Dr. O'Donnell, and other local gentle
men were present. During the day the Rev. 
Father administered the pledge in St. Anne's 
Catholic Chapel, Edgehill, aud at the Hay
ruarket. In the evening a public meeting 
was held in the .A.ssem bly Rooms, Lord N el
soo Street, over which 1vir. Lawrence Hey
worth presided, and addresses were delivered 
by the Rev. Mr. Bakewell of Manchester; 
Mr. Hopewood of York; Sir A. D. Knight, 
M.D., of Liverpool; and Rev. Father Mathew; 
after which the pledge was administered to a 
large number of persons. Father Mathew 
continued his labours in Liverpool till late on 
Saturday night, and administered the pledge 
to a large number of persons iu St. Patrick's 
Chapel, and in the open air on a piece of 
gronud adjoining St. Patrick's Chnpel. The 
result of Father ])fathew's mission was seen 
and felt in the large decrease in the number 
of persons brougl1t before the magistrates for 
offence to which drink so largely contributed 
(Liverpool .. Mercury, 184:3, p. 312). 

Mr. J. F . Maguire, M .P ., in his biography 
(chap. xix.) tells us that Father Mathew's 
reception in Leeds was "equally gratifying, 
and his success even more striking. Demon
strations of all kinds were got up in his hon
our, such as processions, soirees, meetings and 
addresses. In one of his speeches in this 
important place be thus rather humorously 
vindicated the Temperauce Society of Ireland 
from the charge of being a political body: 
'It is imagined in England that the teetotal
lers of Ireland, as such, have mixed them
selves up with the great agitation that at 
present prevails in that country. ..Why, to 
be sure, when nearly all the por nlation have 
taken the total abstinence pledge, it is not 
very likely that 300,000 persons could as
semble withont a few teetotallers being 
amongst them.'" 

Father Mathew also visiterl Salford, HuJ.-

dersfield, aud Wakefield, where his success 
was extraordinary. At \Vakefield a respected 
member of the Society of Friends resorted to 
an ingenious device in order to obtain the 
honour of Father Mathew's company during 
his stay in that town. "The Quaker invited 
him to stay at bis house, anJ. he received the 
u ual reply that he was to stop at the hotel, 
for the convenience of those who required to 
see him at all hours. The Friend would not 
be put otf, but intimated that bis house was 
a hotel, whereupon Eather Mathew gladly 
consented to' put up' at it while in ·wake
field. A board with the word 'Hotel' was 
placed on the outside of the mallsion, and the 
private residence became, for the time, a most 
comfortable ion. Father Mathew was greatly 
pleased with the quiet and order, the wonder
ful neatness and silllple elegance that per
vaded the entire establishment; while the 
agreeable manners of its ma ter, which com
bined the cordiality of a friend with the 
politeness of the most gentlemanly host, filled 
him with astonishment. The servants of the 
house were also different from the usual cb.ss 
to be found in ordinary hotels; they were 
kindly, attentive, and respectful; and though 
they 'eemed to anticipate his every wish; they 
were neither fos y nor ol>trusi ve. Then the 
bells of this Quaker hotel were singularly 
quiet; so th3.t the 'bootc:;,' and the chamLer
mai ls, and the waiter must have known by 
intuition when and where their services were 
required. Truly it was a model establish
ment, which a visitor ruight leave with natu
ral regret. The kindly device was not dis
covered until the time of departure <lrew near, 
when the mast.er of the house, no longer fear
ing the abrupt departure of his guest, ap
peared in his true character-as a generous 
and thoughtful host" (Maguire's Biography 
of F at/1u Jf atliew: chap. xix.). 

In London Father Mathew was fated to 
encounter the only attempt ever made to offer 
him insult and violence. The liq nor-sellers 
of the great metropolis were wroth with the 
audacity of his encleavour:s to bl'ing the tem
perance movement to their doors. They 
determined to put Father Mathew down; but 
they were too skilful to expose their real rno
ti ve of oppo ition by openly rai -ing the cry 
of "trade interest in danger." For weeks the 
tap-room loungers aud beery roughs of the 
metropolis were har<lngue<l over the counter 
about the "Popish Irish priest" who was 
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coming to overthrow their liberties. The 
result was that in more than one place in the 
city, on Father Mathew's appearance, an in
furiated rabble awaited him and assailed the 
platform, compelling him to desist, or else to 
administer the pledge under the protection 
of the police. At Bermondsey the publicans' 
mob hooted and palted him, and some of them 
were detected in an attempt secretly to cut 
the ropes of the p:atform scaffolding. 

"It was at this place, and on the same 
occasion, I believe," says Mr. A. M. Sullivan 
(New Ireland, p. 2), "that they marched to 
interrupt him in a procession singularly, let 
me say rather disgracefully, equipped. The 
cohort of tap-room roughs were wreathed from 
head to foot in hop leaves; each one bore a 
can of beer in o e hand and a staff in the 
other. In this fa hion they invaded the tem
perance meeting; whereupon, as might be 
expected, a violent conflict ensued, terminating 
only by the timEly appearance of a strong 
body of police. Despite such oppositiou 
Father Mathew pursued his labours in Lon
don. He had the satisfaction before leaving 
of knowing that he had laid broad and deep 
the foundations of a great reformation amongst, 
at all events, his own countrymen and co-reli
gionists in the great city. During bis stay 
the most flattel'in

0 
attentions were poured on 

him by the best and greatest men of England. 
The Protestant B:shop of Norwich (Dr. Stan
ley) invited him to visit that town and accept 
the hospitalities of the palace. Lord Stan
hope pressed a like welcome to Chevening; 
and at Lord Lansdowne's the "Irish Popish 
friar" received t e cordial greeting of the 
Duke of Wellington, Lord Brougham, and 
many other notabilities. He did not relish 
this '!ionizing,' but he accepted these demon
strations as a valuable aid and encouragement 
to his work." 

Amongst those who took the pledge in Gol
den Lane, Barbie n, was Lord Arundel, after
wards Duke of Norfolk, who remained faithful 
to the pledge for many years, renouncing it 
only on the command of his medical advisers, 
who certainly could not have studied the 
question thorougnly or their advice might 
have been different. 

At Norwich Father Mathew not only re
ceived a cordial welcome, but was right hospi
tably eutertained by the Protestant bishop, 
who in his public eulogium of the visitor gave 
utterance to sentiments alike honourable to 

both. Bishop Stanley remarked, "And now, 
reverend sir, you my friend aud brother from 
anothe1· island, I meet you here not as a 
Roman Catholic priest ; I differ from your 
creed, I will candidly tell you I am even hostile 
to it, but I meet you here iu a nobler, in a more 
comprehensive character than that of a priest, 
I meet you as a man like myself, as a Chris
tian brother-as a Christian brother on neutral 
ground, where Christians of all denominations 
delight to meet and congregate together. Sir, 
I have watched your proceedings for many 
and many a year. I remember many years 
ago that I censured you in public; nay more, 
may I not add, abused you. I believe those 
public reports spread, I scarcely know how, 
save by malign and foolish misrepresentation; 
nevertheless, I thought it my duty, as a man 
of candour, to apply to you as a gentleman, 
a Christian, and a man of honour, to tell me 
bow the case really stood. You answered me 
in a manner that did you credit, and I turned 
over a new leaf-I abused you no more; and 
now I rejoice to meet you here as a friend. I 
am not one of those who will not believe a 
Catholic on his oath; I acted more courteously; 
I believed you on your candid and honest 
affirmation, and I am satisfied that you did not 
deceive me. I have '"atched over your cha
racter: I have bad every resource in my pos
session, and I have endeavoured to ascertain 
precisely what it was. I will say, and I think 
it my duty to say, it is embodied and written 
in print. I will read you the character which 
I believe Mr. Mathew entitled to, and which 
describes that character and estimation in 
which be is held by those who know him 
better than I do." Here his lordship read the 
following eulogium :-"'He is a gentleman by 
birth; for twenty-four years be has devoted 
his energies to the service of the poor, and so 
far from being actuated by sordid or pecuniary 
motives, he has applied his private property 
to religious and benevolent purposes. As to 
politics, notwithstanding insinuations to the 
contrary, it is a fact that he has never during 
bis whole life attended one political meetiug 
or mixed with any political agitation; and 
though entitled to the franchise, he bas never 
voted.' My friends, I believe it; and I may 
say that the good sense and the good feeling 
of the aristocracy of London have borne me 
out in the opinion I entertained of this worthy 
man. When in London, he was visited and 
most hospitably received by men of high rank, 



FATHER MATHEW'S MISSION. 111 

high character, and high station; they knew 
his worth, and they bade him go on and pros
per, knowing well that they should rec;:;ive the 
ad vantages-if not directly, indirectly-of his 
valuable exertions. But, sir, your cause was 
not au easy one: it was not altogether over a 
macadamized road you had to pass, but you 
had thorns and brakes and briers in the way. 
Yon were assailed in turn by those who, while 
their disapprobation and censure were eulogy, 
sunk them in deeper degradation. 
Men of Norwich ! citizens of this ancient city! 
I appeal to you, and I trust that my appeal 
shall not be in vain, receive this wanderer on 
a sacred mission from a distant country, receive 

him and give him a Christian welcome, for he 
bas come on a Christian mission." 

This was, as Mr. Maguire justly observes, 
the crowning triumph of a visit which had 
done so much for the cause of temperance aud 
for the promotion of Christian charity amongst 
men of different creeds and churches. 

It was computed that 600,000 persons bad 
taken the pledge during the course of this brief 
and successful Euglish campaign, which added 
much to the popularity and prestige of the 
"Irish Apostle of Temperance," made him 
acquainted with persons who became life-long 
friends and gave an impetus to the movement 
which was felt for years afterwards. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES, PROVIDENT SOCIETIES, &c., AS AUXILIARIES 

TO TE 1PERANCE. 

London Temperance In titute and General Registry-Rotherham Temperance Institute-Chesterfield Tem
perance Hall and Institute-The Elms Temperance Institute, Liverpool-Dr. Thomas Eden-Preston
Rocbdale, Manchester, Bradford, "\Yarrington, Leicester, Leeds, &c.-Total Abstinence an Aid to Edu
cation- A ReformeJ Drunkard's Thirst for Knowledge- Drink and the 'I'raining of the Young-George 
Lucas at Woodhouse, Leeds-Reply to Attack by the Incumbent of St. J\Iark's on Teetotalism and its 
Advocates- A Splendid Record of Good Work done-1\Iini terial Opponents-"\Voodhouse Temperance 
Hall and Institute-Over Fifty Years' Honorary Service-Darlington ·working Men's Railway Insti
tute-Origin of the United Kingdom Temperance and General Provident In titution-Robert Warner 
and the Insurance Proposal-Extra Premium for being a Total A b. tainer-Starts a Teetotal Insurance 
Society-Longevity of Abstainers-James l\I'Kenna, Travelling Agent for Temperance Provident
John Rutherford of Birmingham-Joseph Ilarrap of Leice ·ter- i\ew Order of Recha.bites-Colliery 
Explosions and the Necessity for a Provision for the Widows and Orph::rns-Origin of the Northumber
land and Durh~m Miners' Permanent Relief Fund-Alexander Blythe-John Howie. 

That the friends of temperance were ex
tremely anxious to make the movement practi
cally advantageous to the community is evident 
from the fact that they availeu themselves of 
every possible opportunity to utilize means 
calculated to enlighten, strengthen, and con
firm their members. Provident institutions, 
savings- banks, friendly so ieties, mechanic ' 
institutes, reading-rooms, public parks, work
meu's gardens, better dwellings, and other 
means were all organized and promoted as helps 
to temperance efforts. As early as 1838 the 
leaders of the movement in London established 
t he London Temperan ce Institute and General 
Registry, and on the 16th of May, 1 38, a 
public meetiug was held in the School-room, 
Harper Alley, Farringdon Street, under the 
presidency of Mr. John Hull, to further its 
interests and inaugurate the institution. This 
meeting was addressed by the Rev. J. Edwards, 
Brighton; Messrs. Johu Cassell, Manche:Ster; 
S. Wiseman, Norwich; R.R. Moore, Dublin; 
Thomas Beaumont, Bradford; Mr. Thompson, 
Louth; Mr. Lovitt, Nottingham; J . W . Green 
and Thomas A. Smith, London. 

I n September, 1842, an inquiry was set on 
foot by the friends of temperance in Rother
ham, which resulted in the formation of the 
Rotherham Temperance Institute, particulars 
of which were given in an article contributed 
to the National Temperance jJfagazine for 
1844 (pp. 201-205), by the late Mr. John 
Guest, from which we take the following ex
tract:-

"Those who have laboured most exclusively 
in eudeavouriug to reclaim the drunkard, 
know too ''"ell how much easier it is to co11-
viuce than to confirm-how easy it is to open 
the eyes of the inebriate to a seuse of his 
degradation and danger, but how hard to 
overcome hi ap] etite for that which im'olves 
him in theru---how the craving from within, 
and the temptation from without, almost 
irresistibly carry away many a victim-mauy 
an object of deepe t solicitnde and anxious 
care, which it had been fond ly hoped was 
suatched as a 'brand from the burnillg.' 
To sa,·e as many as possible of this descrip
tion from the comr a,nions by whom they are 
surrounded, and the propensities to which 
they had been so fatally addicted, by furnish
ing them with safer associations and purer 
and serener enjoyments, seemed to be the 
only rational plan that could be adopted by 
which their stability might be ensured and 
their many besetments overcome. 

"Those who had to care for the young had 
soon forced upon them the following facts: -

" T bat a great number of young boys and 
girls were sent to work at so early an age to 
the various nrnnufactories of the town aui l 
neighbourhood, as to preclude them from 
obtaining even elementary instruction in 
reading and writing. 

"That no sufficient or successful attempt bad 
been made to furnish opportunities of impart
ing elementai·y instruction to this numerous 
and destilute class of youug persous. 
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"That, on the contrary, temptations to evil 
and improvident habits had been multiplied, 
and opportunities and incentives to dissipa
tion and disorder so increased, as to assail the 
unguarded, and mislead the unguided on 
every hand. 

"That, as a necessary and inevitable cou
sequellce, profligacy and pro titution had 
increased to a fearful and alarming extent, 
and vice in its most odious and revolting 
forms, even amongst the very young, multi
plied in a corresponding ratio its votaries and 
victims. 

"And that, therefore, an earnest effort was 
required for the education of the iguorant
for the conservation of such as had not, and 
the reclamation, if possible, of such as had 
been dreadfully misled; and in order that this 
improvement of the mental, and elevation 
of the moral condition of the young persons 
referred to should be permanently and effi
ciently accomplished, such an institution as 
the one proposed was indispensably necessary. 

"Deeply irupressed with this conviction, 
several members of the committee agreed at 
once to advance £150 as a beginning towards 
effecting this purpose, and to issue an address 
to the i11babitants of the town and neighbour
h d g nerally, asking their aid. The call 
was liberally responded to, in omuch so, that 
the committee were enabled as a commence
ment to purchase 1200 volumes of new and 
popular standard works, by the most cele
brated authors, in every department of litera
ture and science ; a large collection of maps, 
both £lled up and in outline; diagrams anJ 
drawings illustrative of natural history, geog
raphy, astronomy, &c.; maps of Biblical his
tory, au cl a selection of philosophical apparatus, 
a pair of 18-inch globes, &c. These will, it is 
hoped, upply attractions, and confer privi
leges, and off er manifest ad vantages to the 
two classes of persons on whose behalf they 
have been mainly collected, which will not 
only attract them from that which is evil, 
but also attach them to that which is pro:fit
aLle as well as pure." 

The committee purchased most eligible 
premiseR for the purposes of the institute. 
The lower part was appropriated to public 
purposes, and consisted of an entrance hall, 
and two lower rooms, used as news-rooms
one for business men, &c., the other for the 
working-classes at a low charge. The upper 
rooms consisted of a library, reading-room, 
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and class room; the middle portion of the 
building forming the r esidence of the libra
rian. 

"The promoters of the undertaking," says 
Mr. Guest, "have laboured hard to place 
teetotali m in proper position--to raise it to 
its clue elevation-to invest it with courteou 
and conciliating aspect, as well as with con
quering might; and as its advantages are 
chiefly intended for the sons of toil, whom a 
strong delusion has so long enthralled, and 
for their children whom that delusion has so 
deeply injured, surely they will not suffer 
any weak or unworthy motive, any design
ing and wicked influence, to blind them to 
their own true interest, and that of their too 
long neglected children, but that they will 
'one and all,' see and feel, and say 'This is 
ours and for us.'" 

With a prescience of failure, the writer of 
the above nobly did his part to ensure success, 
but, alas! the "enemy of souls" has his emis
saries in every circle, and the best intentions, 
the noblest efforts of good men, are frustrateu 
by those who, like "wolves in sheep's clotli
ing," come only to mar and blight the project. 

Along with Mr. J obn Guest, oue of the 
active friends and supporters of this move
ment in Rotherham, was Mr. Edward Chrime ' . 

EDWARD CHRIMES was a native of Hother
ham, born August lst, 1816. He was one of 
the early mern bers of the old moderation 
society, bnt in 1 38 gave himself unreservedly 
to the more advanced pri11ciple of total ab
stinence from all kinds of intoxicating liquors, 
and for about nine years was a most active 
worker, a liberal supporter, and a true friend 
of the cause. At the commencement of June, 
1847, be was attacked with an incurable 
disease, which terminated fatally on the 25th 
of July, 1847, when be was just closing his 
thirty-first year. Although he died early, he 
left an impression behind him that has had 
an influence, and is doing service to the cause 
to this day. 

About the same time a gallant band of 
temperance workers at Chesterfield, Derby
shire, led on by William Bingham, a member 
of the Society of Friends, made successful 
attempts not only to resuscitate the almost 
dying Temperance Society, but to afford edu
cational facilities for the working-classes. As 
related el ewhere, Mr. Bingham transformed 
a malt-bou e into a school-room, temperance 
hall, and institute, which was the means of 

25 
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doing much good to the cause and to the 
people. 

Through the instrumentality of Dr. Thomas 
Eden, surgeon, of Liverpool, the Liverpool 
Temperauce Institute and Reading-room was 
established in the Elms, off Peel Street, Tox
teth Park, and for a number of years a most 
valuable temperance educational effort was 
carried on here. The large room, now used 
as a builder's workshop, is still stauding, aud 
over the front are the large letters, "Temper
ance Institution," &c. Many important meet
ings were held here, and, as reported in the 
Histor,y of Temperance in Liverpool and .Dis
trict, memorable deeds were done. 

Efforts in the same direction were made 
at Preston, Rochdale, Manchester, Bradford, 
Warrington, Leicester, Leeds, and other tem
perance centres, some of them-Leicester, for 
example-still having a good temperance li
brary in constant use. 

These facts prove that the early friends and 
officials of temperance societies not only knew 
and felt their responsibilities, but catered for 
the education and enlightenment of their 
members. Their successors in many places 
seem to think that all that is required now is 
to amuse the people and get them to sign the 
pledge. We fear that there will be a. terrible 
awakening some day, and that much of the 
work will have to be begun again, and upon 
the old lines. If the seed is scattered on stony 
ground or among thorns, &c., the harvest will 
be a sorrowful one. 

The following remarkable instance of refor
mation, given in the Liverpool .1lfercu1·y of 
April 8th, 1844, not only shows the great 
benefits which teetotalism confers, but also 
proves that a desire for improvement and 
mental culture directly follows the deliverance 
from the thraldom of drink. If teetotalism 
had become general there would have been 
little need for education acts or compulsory 
education, for thousands of persons now in 
ignorance would have received instruction in 
our public schools, and been put in the way 
of becoming useful members of civil and reli
gious society. 

"There was, a few years ago, in the employ 
of the Ravens bead GlassCompany,a teetotaller 
whose early life was characterized by profli
gacy and intemperance to an extent seldom 
witnes ed in the town or neighbourhood of 
St. Helen's (Lancashire). His habits of life 
were even condemned and his company avoided 

by every common drunkard possessing the least 
particle of decency and shame. In process of 
time he married, and, as though reckless of 
all consequences, still pursued his unhallowed 
career, until the partner of his life was re
duced to a state of poverty and wretchedness 
bordering on destitution. For several years, 
in a gloomy cellar unfit for a human habita
tion, they dragged on a miserable existence, 
neglected and despised by all around them. 
Five or six years since, reflecting on his past 
misconduct and the claims of his wife aud 
children to his affection and support, be deter
mined to abandon his vicious course of life, 
and to use his utmost exertions to make every 
reparation in his power for his past transgres
sions. As a preliminary step he joined the 
St. H elen's Total Abstinence Society, and, by 
a strict regard to bis pledge, has obtained the 
character of being one of the most useful and 
consistent members of the association. As 
sobriety generally leads men to serious reflec
tion, he lamented deeply his inability to read 
or write, and determined if possible to obtain 
some learning; but being a married mi:rn, 
without money or character, with a nuruerons 
family to support, be could devise no othe1· 
means for the attainment of this desirahle 
object but those afforded by the Methocli t 
Sunday-school. Of this privilege be ava.iled 
himself; and although nearly six feet high he 
marched to the school, and took his station 
(to the great merriment of the children) on 
4.;he form appropriated to those who intended 
to learn the very important letters, A, B, C. 
Having without much difficulty mastered the 
alphabet, he rose rapidly from class to cht, 1'1, 

and in a very short time (to use a scholastic 
phrase) became a first-rate Bible scholar, and 
ultimately a tolerable writer. To reciprocate 
the advantages he had received from the 
school, he concluded the best way would be 
to confer on others those blessings which had 
contribnted so largely to his own happiness. 
Under this grateful impression he now labours 
with unremitting zeal in the school where he 
first entered, useful and respected. At a soiree 
of the St. Helen's Total Abstinence Society 
much diversion was excited by the exhibition 
of some of the household furniture that graced 
his diugy cellar-to wit, remnants of a table 
held together with cords, an old chair without 
bottom, bellows without pipe, &c. These he 
carefully preserves, as curiosities for the in
struction and edification of his intemperate 
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neighbours. Thus we witness, by economy, 
frugality, and industry, a poor man who in a 
few years bas raised himself from the lowest 
state of poverty and degradation to credit 
and respectability-from being the inmate 
of a dismal cellar to become the occupant of 
a s1 acious building four stories high, in the 
ma.rket - place of his native town. To every 
slave of strong drink we would say, 'Go and 
do thou likewise."' This is but one solitary 
instance out of thousa.nds. 

Similar efforts for the social amelioration of 
the members of the temperance societies were 
put forth in many of the northern towns and 
in Scotland, where educational advantages 
were possessed by the people far in advance 
of those in the southern part of the island. 
As a rule the Scokh people are not only 
tanght to l·ead, but have a naturr,l thirst for 
knowledge, and therefore delight in books; 
in the rural districts the "Book of books" 
is held in the highest estimation, and is read 
above all others. 

Having devoted so much SJ ace-not a page 
more than is necessa.ry - to the extensive 
county of York a.nd the pioneers therein, we 
cannot give the towu of LeeJs a.s much promi
nence as it deserves, therefore we content our
s lves with such opportunities as are afforded 
in the notice of a Leeds man whose life has 
been one of constant effort for the public good 
-George Lucas, now of Darlington, Durham. 

GEORGE LucAs was born at 'Woodhouse, 
Leeds, in the year 1819, and in l b37, when 
about eighteen years of age, he signed the 
total abstinence pledge at one of the Leeds 
meetings. He at once became a worker in 
the cause and form ed one of the Youth's 
Band in Leeds, twenty-one of them having 
their names upon the speaker's plan in the 
year 1838. In 1838 he became secretary of 
the Woodhouse Temperance Society, and la
boured in W ooclhouse, Leeds, and surrounding 
districts from 1838 to 1853. In 1851 the 
Rev .• James Fawcett, incumbent of St. Mark's 
Church, Woodhouse, attended the annual 
meeting of the Feather Hill Children's Sick 
Society in that district, and took occasion to 
make sundry observations about the temper
a.nee movement, and the new Temperance Hall 
and Mechanics' Institution receutly built in 
that place. The reverend gentleman's speech 
was reported in the Leeds Intelligencer for 
January 18th, 1851, and Mr. Lucas replied 
thereto in a letter to the Rev. James Fawcett, 

which was published in a pamphlet of twenty
four pa.ges, from which we cull one or two 
extracts showing the work done in the Wood
house districts. 

After ably answering the objections of his 
opponent, Mr. Lucas proceeds to state :-

"We live in a neighbourhood (W oodbouse, 
Carr, and Buslingthorpe) in which are 6000 
souls. This is the place of my nativity. You 
have resided in it about a quarter of a cen
tury. Let us go into some particulars re
specting the condition of the neighbourhood 
in which our lot is cast." 

He then proceeds to describe the social, 
moral, and religious aspect of the place, as 
compared with the scenes of cock-fighting, 
dog-fighting, pugilism, gambling, vice, demo
ralization, crime, pauperism, and drunkenness 
of t,he past, anJ aJds : 

" I need scarcely say that so much gross
ness has had its feeders; there have been no 
lack of public-houses. We have seventeen of 
these drunkeries in Woodhouse; most of them 
have spnrng up since you became incumbent 
of St. Mark's. Many of these houses have 
been the common resort of mere youths in 
their teens, and there the elements of every 
vice have been leamt, and the transition to 
the deeper sha.des of iniquity rendered easy.' 

He then depicts the ha.unts and homes of 
the vicious, and the change eff ectecl by teeto
talism and its educa.tioual and other agencies, 
observing " that Woodhouse ten years ago, 
and Woodhouse now, presents in many re
spects the most delightful ehange." "Seven 
years a,qo TVoocllwuse had scarcely a student in 
it; a young man of serious habits and intelli
gence was a curiosity. .Now 1ce have scores. 
Students not of books only, but of men; stu
dents who delight, not in literature only, but 
also, and still better, in the elevation of their 
race. And as to books. There have been 
more books imported and libraries formed at 
'the homes of the people' in this neighbour
hood during the last five years than Wood
house ever witnessed during a.ny previous 
half-century. Ten years ago there was scarcely 
a locality in the borough of Leeds that ap
peared to present less ground of hope; now, 
perhaps there is not one which presents so 
much. Ten years ago Woodhouse was noto
rious for its profligacy; now its progress in 
knowledge and virtue is the joy and astonish
ment of every smTouuding district. In fact, 
there is scarcely a village or hamlet in the 
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ueighbonrhood that has not been stimulated 
to labour and hope by its example, and but 
few tl1at have not been aided in their onward 
march by its 'u;orking clergy.' 

"How has this transformation been effected? 
I shall now, for the first time, declare it; and 
though it may be called self-lauding to do so, 
that shall not be allowed to deter. This 
change has been effected alone, by the con
stant, vigorous, united, intelligent, and virtu
ous efforts of a few young men of the labour
ing cla s, who, fifteen years ago, joined them
selves together, irrespective of creed or other 
distinction, resolved to take a firm stand 
against vice in general, but particularly against 
the vice of intemperance. They had con
sciences, but not so refined as to prevent them 
from siguiug the teetotal pledge. They formed 
themselves into a true temperance society; 
held meetings, distributed tracts, sprang rattles, 
rang bells, made speeches, brought lecturers 
from surrounding districts, gave their money, 
sought subscribers, and, in fact., moved the 
whole neighbourhood to consider the import
ance of the objects in which they had em
barked. They were hissed, belied, buffeted, 
smitten, and stoned by those they sought to 
bless. But this was a trifle; iu addition to 
this they had to endure the pious rnan's cold 
shoulder, and the priests rebuff. Turned out 
of chapels and school-rooms, they betook them
selves to cottages iu winter and to God's owu 
sanctuary-the wide universe-in summer. 
With a rough stone for their platform and 
the blue heavens for their canopy, having 
confidence in the ultima.te triumph of their 
principles, they proclaimed the glad tidings 
that FOR TIIE DRUNKARD THERE IS HOPE. 

An old building was rented, and money col
lected to adapt it to their purposes. Classes 
were formed in it for the instruction of the 
young. A sign was hoisted-" Temperance 
Hall and Literary Institution." They laboured 
on with increased vigour; and after ten years 
of seed-time, then came the copious harvest. 
Young men attended the classes. Bands of 
the vicious were broken in upon; eventually 
some of the most hopeless profligates joined 
them. These were hailed with joy, called 
friends and comrades, sympathized with, 
helped. And, lo! now there is an army of social 
and moral reformers, the friends of tern per
auce, peace, intelligence, virtue, and every 
humane and righteous object. There is not a 
publican in Woodhouse who has not felt the 

inconvenience of this reformation. There are 
few families that have. not been benefited 
directly or indirectly by it; even many who 
have not been changed in their general char
acter have been more or less influenced 
thereby. Now, sir, do not misunderstand 
me, I am speaking of a population of 6000 
souls. There is room enough here for great 
numbers to be thus reformed and improved, 
and yet numbers more remain deeply sunk iu 
vice. Much has been done; much more re
mains to be done." 

As in other districts, these heroic workers 
were practical Christians-not Pharisees fond 
of making broad their phylacteries, and con
tinually proclaiming to the world that they 
were Christians-but disciples of Christ, who 
practised His gospel, aud let their light shine, 
and exemplified their faith in their works, 
done for the good of their fellows and the 
upraising of humanity. 

Mr. Lucas did not fail-in an honest, kindly 
way-to let his clerical opponent know tbat 
he possessed the key to the secret of this op
pos1 tion to teetotalism, and asks the follow
ing pertinent question:-" Can any mini ter 
preach the gospel whose congregation is partly 
composed of landlords and spirit merchants? 
Nay! one go pel sermon would make the ars 
of such men to tingle. They would give up 
their horrible traffic or quit uch congrega
tion with all speed." 

That there should be no mistake or misun
derstanding Mr. Lucas took care to state the 
case fully. He says: "The temperance pledge 
is not introduced to supply some supposed de
fect in the Christian code. It has sprung out 
of the necessity of our times; and is intended 
to give an embodiment to abstinence princi
ples, rendering them more effectual in the sub
version of those vices and crimes which rage 
around us-vices and crimes which could 
never have reached their present crisis unaided 
by the supineness, selfishness, and faithless
ness of those who have assumed the Christian 
name. If Christianity had been lived ut, 
worked out, spoken out, the temperance pledge 
might never have beeu required. Why ? Be
cause Christians would have set their faces, 
long ago, as flints agaiust a liquid which !ias 
ruined more souls than Christianity has ever 
been instrumental in saving." 

Again he very pertinently asks:-
" Suppose you continue to tell the people 

that such humane and ameliorating move-
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ments as the temperance organization are not 
sanctioned by the gospel, but are opposed by 
it, what will be the natural result? vVhy, this: 
there will be found, and not a few, who will 
say, 'Well, it is a pity; we bad hoped and be
lieved something better of the gospel. And if 
a movement so clearly beneficial to our race i:3 
thus oppo eel by the gospel the sooner we get 
rid of such a gospel as this the better: for glad 
tidings of great joy to all people it cannot be; 
and its opposition to teetotalism is to us one of 
the strongest evidences of its want of divine 
authority.' Depend on it, if they do not say 
so of the book, they will say so, and very pro
perly too, of the men who stand out against 
such institutions." 

Speaking of the connection between teetotal
ism and the churches, Mr. Lucas observes:-

" It may, however, be said, that in all 
neighbourhoods where the temperance re
formation liaR been aided by religious deno
minations those denominations have been 
numerically benefited thereby. But what has 
Leen the con equence to the interests of the 
religious denominations in Woodhouse, the 
We leyan Association excepted? Why, this, as 
was natural, tbat instead of teetotalism being 
tributary to them, many of those who would 
have joined heartily in their arrangements 
liave been disgusted with their treatment 
of the teetotallers, and have stood aloof from 
them, while others, who were once their 
right-hand men, have been driven away 
thereby. On whom rests the blame of this
on the temperance movement-the teeto
tallers 1 The teetotallers of Woodhouse (I am 
not sure that I speak it to their honour) have 
done all but demean themselves, if even they 
have avoided that, to secure the approbation 
of religious parties. They hoped to see the 
day when the sects would aid them to rid 
their neighbourhood of its ruling vice. And, 
loth to relinquish that hope, they held on, 
in the midst of privation and insult, until they 
felt it would be a degradation to their man
hood to crouch longer, licking the hands of their 
tormentors." 

Here we have the whole secret of the libellous 
charge so often made against the Leeds and 
other teetotallers, viz. that they were in
fidels. The experience of many of the best 
workers in Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle
upon-Tyne, some parts of the metropolis, and 
elsewhere was precisely the same, and the 
results the same; hence the outcry about the 

infidelity of the teetotallers. The fact was, 
they were better acquainted with Christianity 
than their tormentors and persecutors, some 
of whom were undoubtedly honest in their 
opposition, for if they believed the commonly
accepted theory that alcoholic liquors were 
essentially necessary and beneficial, they could 
not do otherwise than act according to their 
convictions. But we fear that some saw the 
light and dreaded it-obstinately refused to 
accept or acknowledge its power-and tri ed 
to overcome it by opposition, and thus cl i<l 
harm to themselves, to teetotalism, and to 
Christianity. 

Coupled with the Rev .. Tames Fawcett as 
"stiff-necked divines" and enemies to the 
temperance movement in ·woodbouse, Mr. 
Lucas names the Revs. John Ri()'g, John 
Bowers, Francis A. West, and Robert Newton. 

In conclusion Mr. Lucas gives the following 
particulars relative to the new Temperance 
Ball and Mechanics' Institution erected at 
Woodhouse in 1850:-

" This is a noble structure, 22 yards long 
and 11 wide (i.e. 66 feet by 33 fe et). And as 
you have Bot honoured it with a visit, I may 
inform you that it contains eight large class
rooms and a spacious lecture-hall. It cost 
£900, and the working people in the neigh
bourhood have contributed £100 and upwards 
towards it, and have dug out the foundations, 
on which rest its everlasting keystones, with 
their own hands. The poor man looks up to it 
as his home. Fathers, mothers, and children 
are proud to say they' have a brick in it.' The 
hard-earned penny of the poor washerwoman 
is there too. The people feel half emanci
pated to behold it. There will be glorious 
meetings in this 'Temperance Ball and Me
chanics' Institution.' The reformed drunkards 
will parade on its platform, and with stream
ing eyes tell of the redeeming power of the 
temperance pledge." 

In the preceding extracts the reader has facts 
and incidents showing that the temperance re
formers were not "men of one idea" only, and 
that they inaugurated educational agencies 
which have helped to make England what 
she is to-day, and shows what she might be 
if the liquor traffic was removed out of the 
way. 

What was done at Woodhouse is only a 
sample of what was done in Leeds itself, and 
in other portions of the borough, so that we 
find Leeds to-day one of the most advanced 
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temperance towns in the country, doing a 
work, week by week, which will in time tell 
with irresistible force upon the iniquitous 
liquor traffic. 

In 1852 Mr. Lucas took to himself a wife, 
and in 1853 they removed to Gate head, con
sequent upon the railway amalgamation which 
united the northern rail way system, forming 
the North Eastern Railway Company. For 
over forty years Mr. Lucas has been connected 
with the northern railway system. On his 
settlement in Gateshead he found there was 
nothing but a youths' temperance society 
there. He at once resolved io try to do 
something more, and he invited Dr. Lees to 
help the few friends there to make a forward 
movement. A public meeting was held and 
the Gateshead Temperance Union was estab
l ished. 

For seventeen years Mr. Lucas and his 
supporters toiled on in the midst of 170 
public-houses and beer-shops, angry publicans 
and brewers, supported by corrupt magis
trates. A glorious work was done, neverthe
less. The council-chamber was changed in 
its character; and a sentiment created which 
drove the liquor sellers and makers from 
office, and eventually put the late George 
Charlton into the mayor's chair, and gave 
him a seat on the magisterial bench. Mr. 
Lucas found a warm friend and supporter in 
the late Mr. John Mawson, and afterwards 
in Mr. Charlton, who made Gateshead his 
home. 

This great change was not effected without 
a severe struggle, and J\1r. Lucas suffered 
much vexation and persecution. In the year 
1863 he commenced a series of special religious 
temperance services for the people, and in 
about eighteen months succeeded in establish
ing a religious society with fifty enrolled 
members, many of them being of a class 
which no other religious society in the town 
had been able to reach. 

On Sunday, February 19, 1865, Mr. Lucas 
proposed to deliver a discourse entitled "The 
Last Days of a Gateshead Magistrate; A Les
son of Instruction and Warning." Ou the 
Friday evening previous to this date, as Mr. 
Lucas was leaviug his place of business, he 
was way laid and fou Uy assaulted, being 
brutally beaten with a horsewhip by a young 
man said to be a nephew of the deceased 
magistrate. Mr. Lucas had no opportunity 
to explain what bis design was, or that his 

real intention was to deal kindly with the 
errors and failings of the deceased magistmte. 

The lecture was not delivered at the time 
announced, and the congregation were com
pelled to abandon for a time their usual place 
of meeting-the temperance hall, mainly built 
by the laborious efforts of Mr. Lucas-under 
apprehension of a riot, and being unable to 
obtain legal protection. The conduct of Mr. 
Lucas, under these trying circumstances, was 
that of a Christian and a gentleman, and fully 
vindicated his character before the public; 
but the whole proceedings reflected discredit 
on both the administrators of the law and the 
press of Gatesheac!. The Observe1· was re
markably scurrilous, and spoke in favour of 
the perpetrator of the outrage; but since that 
time a wondrous change has come over the 
scene, and, as shown in the case of Mr. Charl
ton and his successors, temperance advocates 
are now raised to positions of honour and 
dignity in the borough of Gateshead, which 
owes a deep debt of gratitude to Mr. George 
Lucas, who has more than once suffered 
severely for the cause of temperance. 

During his seventeen years' residence on 
Tyneside, Mr. Lucas was a valuable co-worker 
with the late James Rewcastle, George Dodds, 
George Charlton, T. P. Bn.rkas, Daniel Oliver, 
and other temperance workers in Newcastle, 
and it was a treat to hear the "three Georges" 
-Charlton, Dodds, and Lucas-speaking at 
the same meeting in favour of "the good 
cause." 

Mr. Lucas next spent eight years in Sun
derland, and while there was a wonderful 
help to the temperance committee and the 
movement generally. From Sunderland the 
family removed to Darlington, where the 
same zeal and energy was brought to bear 
upon the temperance movement in particular, 
and other movements of a kindred nature. 

He is the author of a number of valuable 
pamphlets, one being a paper on The Con
dition of the Temperance Cause in the United 
Kingdom, and the Means by which Temper
ance Influence may be Extended-read at the 
Darlington Jubilee Conference, August 4th, 
1885. 

Mr. Lucas is still in harness, and all these 
:fifty-three years has been an honorary worker. 
In a letter before us, in answer to a question 
asked by the writer, he says: "No, I have 
not been employed as a temperance agent; 
never received a farthing for any worli done 
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to serve society; never intend to accept any 
reward beyond the blessed consciousness of 
serving God, truth, and humanity." 

The Stockton and Darlington Railway, 
01 enetl in 1825, is the oldest in the land; it 
has long been noted for having the least Sun
day traffic of any line, and for paying the best 
dividend. The directors of this company, 
feeling that their employes required rest, re
creation, and aids to improvement, in or about 
the year 1860 spent upwards of £1000 in the 
erection of a building comprising a lecture
room, library, reading-room, committee and 
cla s-rooms, with a refreshment-room where 
intoxicating liquors were excluded. The re
sults were most pleasing and encouraging, 
and the men both appreciated an<l utilized 
the facilities thus so generously afforded them. 

In 1840 MR. ROBERT w ARNER, of the firm 
of John ·warner and Sons, Crescent Foundry, 
Cripplegate, London, having taken to himself 
a. wife, and being a total abstainer, applied 
to a mutual assurance office to insure his life. 
He was accepted at a heavy extra premium, 
and inquiring of the secretary why he was 
charged more than the ordinary rate, he was 
informed that the directors considered that 
the non-taking of alcoholic beverages was so 
injurious to health that they had determined 
to charge all abstainers extra premiums. Mr. 
Warner went home to reflect, and arrived at 
the couclusion that if there was any truth 
in t emperance principles the action of these 
directors should have been the very reverse 
of what it was. Having given further thought 
to the subject, he determined that temperance 
people ought to and should have an insurance 
office for themselves. In furtherance of the 
idea he called upon a friend of his, Mr. Theo
dore Compton, who was in a mutual life office, 
and to him Mr. Warner stated his views ; the 
result was they decided upon a plan to be 
pursued, and resolved to set to work-Mr. 
Warner to get others to join him, and Mr. 

ompton to act as secretary. 
After several consultations together the 

prospectus, tables, and rules were finally de
cided upon at Mr. Warner's house on the 5th 
of November, 1840, and the institution was 
started. The next step was to print the pro
spectus, and find out what help could be got 
from the temperance societies. For this pur
pose Mr. Warner r epaired to Bull's Head 
Uourt, then the offices of the new British and 
:E oreign Temperance Society, or what was 

then called the Long Pledge Temperance So
ciety, of which Mr. W. Janson was treasurer, 
Rev. William Richard Baker, secretary, and 
Mr. James Ellis, collector. Many were the 
objections urged, but perseverance at length 
prevailed, and a modified support was pro
mised. A meeting was held, November 9th, 
1840, when Robert Warner, Rev. W.R. Baker, 
James Ellis, and Theodore Compton were 
present, and the minutes of proceedibgs were 
entered in a book, other directors obtained, 
and on the 3lst of December, 1840, the tables 
and rules were enrolled under 10 Geo. iv. c. 56, 
&c. It was soon found that unless a guaran
tee deed was signed to a considerable amount 
no one would insure. .After great difficulties 
this was accomplished. Then the Short Pledge 
Society talked against t he institution, and the 
directors were obliged to hold meetings to 
answer their objections. They succeeded in 
satisfying a number of the temperance men, 
but the officern of the British and Foreign 
Temperance Society held back, as they could 
not see their way to comply with the conrli
tions. 

The directors agreed and arranged tliat 
every policy-holder should be a total abstainer 
from all kinds of intoxicating liquors, and that 
the expenses should be limited to the legiti
mate amount providerl for by the premiums 
paid. H aving no shareholders, they wonld save 
the dividends usually paid on shareholders' 
capital; in fact it should be a purely Mutual 
Life Assurance Society on teetotal principles, 
all the profits made to be given in certain 
forms to the policy-holders themselves in pro
portion to the amount assured for, the pre
miums paid, and the relative circumstances of 
each case. As might be expected, they were 
laughed at and reviled by the officials of other 
offices, and treated by the non-teetotallers as 
wild enthusiasts and teetotal fanatics, who 
would have their labour for their pains; for 
it was absurd to imagine that the lives of 
teetotallers were any better, if as good, as 
others accepted by insurance offices. The 
medical profession almost to a man was against 
them, and who were they to set themselves 
up against learned authorities? Even the 
better class of teetotallers, who were able to 
as ure, were not then inclined to bind them
selves to such stringent rules, and many 
pledged teetotallers were doubtful whether 
their health would enable them to continue 
to abstain during the whole peri)d of their 
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lives. These were offered admission on pay
ment of 15 per cent extra premium, but not 
many accepted these terms. The first seven 
years were years of great difficulty, and the 
time and labour, with the anxiety involved, 
was too much for some of the directors; but 
the originators were hopeful of success, and 
persevered, disseminating information by the 
circulation of tracts, holding public meetings, 
&c., thus educating the teetotallers in the prin
ciples of the society. Another great draw
back was the fact that the great majority of 
the teetotallers were of the poorer class, to 
whom the assurance of their lives was quite a 
new thing, and for which they were not pre
pared. 

As a safeguard against those who were un
stable in their adherence to temperance prin
ciples, it was provided that those policy-hold
ers who violated the pledge should pay a fine 
of 10s. in the £100 assured, and if he did not 
re-sign the pledge and keep it, then 15 per 
cent was added to his premium. This was 
the very reverse of the proposal made to Mr. 
Warner by the directors of the company he 
proposed to join, and in those days was a 
serious deterrent, for only a small proportion 
of the teetotallers were educated to so high 
a. standard. Even in these days of "light and 
leading" there are numbers of abstainers who 
think it imprudent to insure in an office 
requiring a pledge of abstinence from all in
toxicating liquors, the violation of which 
would involve them in pecuniary loss. Now 
persons violating their pledge are at once 
transferred to the general section. 

In 1847 it was determined to open a gen
eral section, aud to allow members to exchange 
from one section to the other under certain 
regulations, At the end of ten years (1850) 
an investigation by an act nary took place, 
when it was found that the premiums were 
too low, and although there was a profit it 
was too small to divide. This imperilled the 
existence of the institution, and it was decided 
at length to increase the premiums (not more 
than the average of other offices), while by 
great exertion the number of members was 
largely increased, and from that time the 
institution has been remarkably successful. 
When the two sections were formed-one for 
teetotallers only, the other for moderate drink
ers-they carefully excluded brewers, spirit
merchants, publicans, and persons known to 
have been of intemperate habits, &c. The 

income and expenditure of each section being 
kept separate, makiug due allowance for office 
and otLer expenses in strict proportion, it was 
found on careful investigation by the late 
Peter Hardy, Esq., actuary, and confirmed by 
subsequent actuarial valuations, that the total 
abstainers were legitimately entitled to au 
average bonus of from 17~ to 20 per cent iu 
excess of the moderate drinkers. This may 
be amply illustrated by extracts from the 
annual reports. At the annual meeting held 
in Lon<lon, May 26, 1888, it was reported 
that the numbers in the temperance section 
were 14:219, and in the general section 15,333, 
a total of 29,552. The deaths in the tern per
ance section were, for the year 1887, only 171, 
or at the rate of 12·026 per 1000; and in the 
general section 337, at the rate of 21 ·979 per 
1000; the total deaths being 508, and the 
death-rate l 7·190 per 1000. In 1887 the 
deaths in the temperance section were 219, 
and in the general section 363. In the for
mer section the expected deaths were 282, 
the actual deaths 63 less than expected; while 
in the latter or general section the expected 
deaths were 359, so that the actual deaths 
were 4 more than was expected: thus clearly 
proving the superiority of the lives of teeto
tallers. 

This is more fully demonstrated by the fol
lowing summary of the institution's mortality 
experience under whole life policies during the 
twenty-one years from 1866 to 18 6:-Tem
perance section, expected claims, 3655 ; actual 
claims, 2579. General section, expected claims, 
5785; actual claims, 5621. 

It will be seen by this that the claims in 
the temperance section are only a little over 
71 per cent of the "expected;" while in the 
general section they slightly exceeded 97 per 
cent of the "expected." 

One fact iu connection with this matter is 
worthy of special notice, viz. that the actuaries 
employed were not total abstainers, so that no 
one can say they were biased in favour of the 
teetotallers. 

On the opening of the general section in 
1847 the name was altered to that of the United 
Kingdom, Temperance and General Provident 
Institution, and its success has proved beyond 
dispute that its founders, promoters, managers, 
&c., were and are able and thoroughly practical 
business men. 

This institution has furnished temperance 
advocates with reliable facts and figures in 
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favour of total abstinence principles which 
neither art nor logic cau successfully contro
vert. Inspired by its success other life as
surance companies have opened temperance 
sections, and the experience of the "Sceptre," 
the "Whittington," the " Victoria Mutual," 
and others have fully confirmed the statements 
and results of the Temperance Provident 
Institution. 

As a natural consequence, most of the agents, 
and more particularly the district or superin
tendent agents, of the United Kingdom Tem
perance and General Provident Institution 
were and are earnest temperance advocates, 
many of w horn did great service to the cause, 
despite the unworthy sneer that they ma.de it 
subservient to their own interests. One of the 
earliest and most active travelling agents of 
the society when it was purely a temperance 
life ·assurance institution was MR. JAMES 
M'KENNA, one of the founders of the Liverpool 
Catholic Total Abstinence Society of 1837, and 
the able secretary and advocate of that society. 

At a tea-party of the society held in St. 
Patrick's School-room, Park Place, Toxteth, 
Liverpool, in July, 1838, Mr. M'Kenna was 
presented with a handsome silver medal bearing 
a suitable inscription, "as a mark of their 
esteem for his talents and exertions." Soon 
after the formation of the United King
dom Temperance Provident Institution Mr. 
M'Kenna became an agent, and eventually 
travelled the country explaining its principles 
and objects, appointing agents, and securing 
new members with considerable success. 

One of the most able, laborious, and success
ful superintending agents of this institution 
was the late JOHN RuTIIERFORD of Birming
ham: a man of extraordinary physical and 
mental energy, who hacl a will and way of 
his own, and a very forcible manner of ex
pressing his opinions: but his devotion to the 

' temperance movement was beyond question. 
He was a native of Scotland and the son of an 
agricultural labourer. He signed the total 
abstinence pledge in his eleventh year, and 
began to work in the temperance cause at an 
early age. "For over forty-five years, through
out the length and breadth of the country from 
John o' Groat's to Lizard Point, his eloquent 
voice and burning words have led thousands 
to repentance, reformation, ::wd a new life." 

He was very generous and trustful, and 
through the failure of others he lost all the 
savinas of years of incessant toil and economy, 

after which be drooped, and finally died, 
September 16tb, 18 2, in the sixty-third year 
of his age. 

Of the same social position in connection 
with this institution was the late MR. JOSEPH 
HARRAP of Leicester. He was a native of 
Ossett, near vVakefield, and was of humble 
ongm. When very young he was left father
less, and at an early age began life in a cotton 
mill. Being of a sharp, active temperament 
and full of fun, Joseph often got into mischief. 
At thirteen years of age be was leader of a 
strike for higher wages at the mill where he 
worked, but being unsuccessful he went to 
work at a worsted mill in Wakefield for a few 
months. vVhen he was fourteen years of age 
he was apprenticed to a shoemaker at Hor bury, 
where he attended the Church Sunday-school 
and worked his way up to the first class of 
boys. He had a retentive memory, and gained 
a Bible as a prize for learning the Church 
catechism, &c. 

In 1837 he attended a series of revival ser
vices conducted by the Primitive Methodists, 
and with about twenty others was converted 
and joined the Primitive Methodist Society. 
In October, 1839, he signed the total abstinence 
pledge and became a warm adherent of the 
cause. His zeal and energy won the respect 
of the clergyman of the parish, who offered to 
take him in hand and educate him for the 
ministry; but when only seventeen years of 
age he was put by the Rev. William Antliff 
(afterwards Dr. ·William Antliff, principal of 
the Theological Institute, Sunderland) to assist 
him in leading a class, and on the plan as a 
local preacher, in which capacity he soon 
became very popular. At the expiration of 
his apprenticeship he entered the Primitive 
Methodist ministry, and by preaching every 
night, attending meetings, and walking long 
journeys to fulfil his appointments, his health 
broke down. From this and other causes
especially the rule relating to ministers enter
ing the married state-he resigned. He 
settled down to his trade at Whitwick and 
soon became an employer of labour. 

In October, 1847, he married the lady of his 
choice. He now devoted his energies anew 
to preaching the gospel on Sundays, and after 
business on week-days advocating total absti
nence until he became obnoxious to the publi
cans, who tried in every conceivable way to 
annoy and injure him, but with very little 
success. It is somewhat remarkable that the 
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Roman Catholics were the only people who 
would (when he :first commenced his temper
ance efforts) consent to lend him their school
room at Sheepshead; but in time he secured 
the sympathy of the clergyman and other in
fluential people, and the result was one of the 
most novel and interesting temperance meet
ings ever known in England up to that period, 
viz. the presentation of a handsome Protestant 
Bible to a Primitive Methodist temperance 
advocate in a Catholic school-room, with a 
clergyman of the Church of England, a Pri
mitive Methodist minister, and a Catholic 
priest on the platform, all uniting to bear 
testimony to the zeal and energy of Mr.Joseph 
Harrap. 

In 1853 Mr. Harrap became agent for the 
United Kingdom Temperance and Genera.I 
Provident Institution, and was so successful 
as a local agent that in 1856 the directors re
quested him to give up shoemaking and become 
a district manager. In that year he removed 
to Leicester, where by patient, persevering 
effort, and by adding other businesses to that 
of insurance, he secured a respectable position 
in society. Mr. Harrap's manners made him 
an agreeable visitor, and in addition to his 
power as a speaker he had a fairly musical 
voice, and varied his temperance addresses by 
the aid of song and recitation. 

For some years Mr. Harrap laboured assidu
ously in the furtherance of the temperance 
cause indoors or in the open air in various 
parts of Leicestershire, Derbyshire, Notting
hamshire, &c., giving his whole soul to the 
movement and his sympathy and support to 
every effort calculated to promote the tern per
ance reformation; the various Leagues, Band 
of Hope Unions, United Kingdom Alliance, 
and the Good Templar movement finding in 
him a warm friend and supporter. In 1872 
be was elected G. W Sentinel of the Grand 
Lodge of England, a11d afterwards District 
Deputy for Leicestershire, but he was obliged 
to resign the latter post on account of failing 
health. He spent some time in America. in 
the hope that the change would restore him, 
but on March 19th, 1883, he died at his resi
dence in Leicester in the 6lst year of his age. 

During the year 1840 there was a dispute 
upon some point amongst theRechabites, which 
led to the formation of a new order entitled 
the Honourable an<l Independent Order of 
Rechabites, Southern Counties' Bro"'.iherhoo<l. 
Its chief offices in 1872 were 17 Rasomau 

Street, Clerkenwell,London, and its principles, 
aims, and objects similar to that of the original 
order, the only difference being upon some 
matters of detail. 

As the writer was born and brought up i11 

the very heart of the coal-fields of the north 
of England, he is well acquainted with the 
habits, customs, mode of life, homes and 
character of the miners, and he retains vi vicl 
recollections of some of the appalling disasters 
that have happened, and, alas! still occur in 
the coal-mines. The terrible scenes to which 
memory reverts when he recalls the pit ex
plosions at Houghton-le-Spring (nearly forty
:fi ve years ago), and soon after another at 
Haswell, followed by others at Philadelphia, 
Piddington, Hetton, Burradon, Hartley, &c., 
still have power over the mind, and cau8e a 
thrill of horror to pass through bis whole 
frame when he bears the cry of the newsboy, 
"Terrible colliery accident," or he sees the 
large-type announcement on the contents sheet 
of the morning papers. 

The terrible anguish of the wives, mothers, 
and daughters of the sufferers, as with eager 
anxious faces they patiently wait in crow ls 
around the pit. mouth to catch the earliest 
pos ible tidings of hope, or the words that 
pierce their hearts with de pair and life-long 
sorrow, is something never to be forgotte11. 

We remember in the case of the accident 
at Houghton, when the young squire, who 
bad become notorious for deeds of reckless 
daring and almost wanton mischief, came out 
in a new character. Just at the moment 
when some of the injured and dead were 
bei11g brought to the surface, and all eyes 
were centred upon the spot where the cRge 
would land its precious, yet soul-harrowing 
freight, a cry was raised, "Make way there ! 
make way, please, quick!" Turning round we 
beheld tbe squire himself driving the first of 
a number of spriug -wagons, in which were 
spread out feather-beds, blankets, and quilts, 
hurriedly taken from the bed-rooms of his 
own mansion, and brought to lay the injur d 
men and boys upon, that they might be gently 
taken to their own homes. 

Spontaneously the cry went up from num
bers of the sorrowiug men and women, "G d 
bless him, he has a kind heart after all ! " 
And, indeed, he showed the people that day 
that with all his vagaries, in spite of his fuu 
and frolic, he was a true Briton in a11 emer
gency, and had a soft place in his heart 
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which could readily be touched. Personally, 
the writer had seen and expel'ienced the 
frolicsome side of the "young squire's" nature, 
but that day atoned for all, and many from 
that time began to speak of "Squire Robin
son" with love and reverence. The loss of a 
beloved brother-a man beloved by all who 
knew him-and other circumstances, toned 
down the wild exuberance of the squire's 
nature, and made him more worthy of his 
position as one of the public men of the town 
and neighbourhood. 

The distress that follow ed these colliery 
disasters necessitated appeals to the public 
from time to time for funds to relieve the 
widows and orphans. 

The inadequacy of the means employed, 
and the necessity for some permanent scheme 
for providing for such cases, occupied the 
minds of some of the thoughtful and intelli
gent miners and others; but it was left to a 
little band of sober, thinking, sympathetic 
souls amongst the miners themselves to de
vise a scheme which in their hands has been 
marvellously successful. Vague and shadowy 
were the outlines of the scheme at its incep
tion, but the principle was established that a 
.l\liners' Permanent Relief Fund was necessary 
and practicable. Thomas Gascoyne, .Alex
ander Blyth, John Howie, Thomas Weather
ley, John Richardson, and two or three others 
talked the matter over, and on the 12th Feb
ruary, 1862, a delegate meeting of miners was 
held at Crook, near Bishop-Auckland, under 
the presidency of J ohu Howie, when delegates 
representing 2000 miners were present, and 
after considerable discussion it was resolved 
that a permanent relief fund should be estab
lished. Three days afterwards a general 
meeting of delegates was held at Newcastle
on-Tyne, nnd er the chairmanship of Benjamin 
Cree of Dudley Colliery. 

Thomas Gascoyne of Burradon, acting sec
retary, gave a report of the proceedings so 
far, and read letters from Nicholas Wood, 
mining engineer, and Hugh Taylor, owner of 

bipchase, warmly approving of the scheme, 
and promising to try to secure joint action on 
the part of the colliery owners, &c. 

The resolution adopted at Crook was re
affirmed with unanimity, and on the motion 
of Mr. Thomas Gascoyne, his friend and co
worker Mr. Alexander Blyth was elected sec
retary, and the result proved the wisdom of 
their choice, for from that day to his death 

he had at heart the interests of the fund, and 
left no stone unturned to ensure its success. 
On the 16th June, 1862, the society was fairly 
launched into actual existence. The first 
contributions, representing 2000 members, 
and including thirty collieries, were paid on 
the 2lst of June, and during the first three 
months the membership increased from 2000 
to 7500, and the number of collieries rose to 
sixty-one. 

In 18 6 the membership was reported to 
be close upon 90,000, with an accumulated 
fund of over £117,000, and a revenue of over 
£60,000 per annum. The society was then 
maintaining from its resources upwards of 
470 widows, 900 children, and a considerable 
number of cases of disablement were receiv
ing pecuniary relief. 

"Since its establishment the society has 
afforded assistance to nearly 70,000 cases of 
disablement, and has paid claims on the death 
of between one and two thousancl of its mem
bers, providing also for some 700 widows and 
1500 children. As a pioneer the Northum
berland and Durham Fund has likewise been 
useful in stimulating other mining districts; 
and there are now distributed over the coun
try half a dozen of those self-helping iusti
tutions, possessing nearly, if not more thall, 
200,000 members, and an accnmulu.ted capi
tal of over £120,000. To mauy of those 
yonnger associations Mr. Blyth has ever been 
ready to render his valuable assistance and 
advice; and in this way he has been brought 
into closf' intimacy with almost every colliery 
district in the kingdom, and even to foreign 
countries, especially that of Belgium, his 
experience has been as freely extended. A 
keen observer, Mr. Blyth was himself prompt 
to profit by what he saw, and how to add to 
the benefits of the fund was the constant aim 
of his life. Indeed, to this end his own 
pecuniary interest held a subservient place; 
for, one of the most disinterested and unselfish 
of men, he seemed ever happiest when con
tributing to the comfort and welfare of others." 

This testimony we can confirm from actual 
personal knowledge, as the writer was inti
mately acquainted with Mr. Blyth. In the 
early days of the society we accompanied 
Messrs. Blyth and Howie to many of the 
colliery villages in Northumberland and Dur
ham, holding crowded meetings in school
rooms and chapels, expounding the principles 
of the association, giving lime-light exhibi-
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TABLE A. 

Analysis of the Receipts and Expenditure from the establishment of the Fund up to ~March, 1886. 

REVENUE. 
Number 

of 
Members. Members' Entrance Coal Owners' Honorary 

Contributions. Fees. Percentages. Subscriptions. Donations. Interest. 

--------------------- ----------------
£ s. D. £ s. D. £ s. D. £ s. D. £ S. D. £ s. '1. 

4,000 904- 13 5 20 4 5 ...... 15 10 6 . ..... 2 8 0 
7,500 1,123 2 9! 90 18 o~ ...... 155 15 11 250 0 0 12 19 1 
7,000 1,664 19 10 10 13 2 ·· ·· ·· 33 10 4 ···· · 157 1 3 
7,500 1,945 17 2 7 6 9 17 11 0 14 8 2 ...... 234 2 7 
9,000 2,573 6 9~ ...... 312 5 3 10 12 0 . ..... 241 14 5 

10,500 3,485 3 3 ... ... 322 10 11 32 11 6 4,300 0 0 266 3 8 
11,314 3,713 19 2 .... . 491 17 9 12 5 6 . ..... 319 17 3 
12,556 4,094 12 5! .. .... 496 3 8 10 10 6 . ..... 358 10 7 
16,514 5,171 4 0! ..... . 738 8 10 13 11 0 ... .. . 378 19 3 
22,322 7,332 6 3 ···· ·· 1,011 7 4 18 4 7 ··· ·· · 396 17 4 
27,116 8,890 8 0 ...... 1,608 8 4 10 12 0 ······ 503 12 5 
33,575 16,028 8 1 ... ... 1, 754 11 6 27 14 4 . .. . . 536 6 5 
44,008 24,033 12 2 ······ 3,912 19 1 25 5 10 ...... 835 14 10 
57,561 33,967 19 7 .. ... . 4,833 19 8 33 2 4 . .. ... 1,340 3 10 
67,194 39,401 3 2 ...... 4,610 3 7 15 11 0 . .... . 1,930 13 1 
69,848 39,512 10 8 .. ... . 5,092 11 8 15 18 6 . ..... 2,219 7 10 
66,181 39,505 14 5 ..... . 3,254 4 4 19 13 6 . ..... 2,661 16 1 
70,633 37,380 19 9 .. .. , . 5,246 13 2 8 11 0 . ..... 2,849 4 9 
75,255 44,005 3 1 ... .. . 3,171 12 3 8 19 6 5,030 5 1 3,049 5 5 
77,302 46,144 13 10 ······ 6,309 0 11 8 11 0 489 1 5 3,538 1 3 
81,603 53,050 7 3 ..... 3,029 11 7 9 11 0 384 11 11 3,824 11 4 
84,648 59,103 17 11 ... ... 4,500 0 9 11 14 6 266 13 1 3,777 16 11 
86,866 61,175 9 11 .... .. 4,033 3 2 10 12 6 334 12 7 4,020 6 1 
88,580 62,328 4 3 ...... 4,355 18 11 10 18 6 155 19 11 4,260 6 6 
---------------------------------

TOTALS . .. £596,537 17 3 £129 2 4~ £59,1 03 3 8 £533 15 6 £11,211 4 0 £37,716 0 2 

Accumulated 
Capital. 

-------
£ S. D. 

739 0 0 
1,578 0 0 
2,191 0 0 
2,857 0 0 
3,584 0 0 
8,963 0 0 

10,083 0 0 
10,904 0 0 
11,616 0 0 
13,431 0 0 
16,240 0 0 
21,979 0 0 
33,588 0 0 
47,673 0 0 
59,095 0 0 
65,638 18 6 
71,832 12 6 
78,970 2 11 
89,532 17 7 
97,032 14 9 

102,671 14 10 
111,221 2 1 
116,916 7 5 
120, 286 18 8 
-------

TOTALS. 
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TABLE B. 

Analysis of the Receipts and Expenditure from the establishment of the Fund up to March, 1886. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

I 
Management. 

Year 
enuing 
.March. Legaci~s "Paid I Widows I Permanent I Aged and I Minor I 

for Accidental ~nd Disablement. Infirm. Accidents. I 
____ _ ,__:aths.--.--=~dren._________ I Local. _Gene1~·---

£ s. D. I £ s. D . £ s. D. 

1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 

£ S. D. 
141 0 0 
283 0 0 
284 0 0 
257 0 0 
341 0 0 
218 0 0 
226 0 0 
428 0 0 
505 0 0 
614 0 0 
554 0 0 
700 0 0 
844 0 0 

1,026 0 0 
1,435 0 0 
1,327 0 0 
1,412 0 0 
l,Oll 0 0 
2,953 0 0 
2,401 0 0 
1,946 5 0 
1,679 7 0 
1,793 0 0 
1,344 0 0 

£ S. D. 
53 0 0 

305 14 6 
626 1 6 
864 16 0 

1,237 ll 0 
1,687 5 0 
1,982 4 6 
2,295 2 10 
2,826 12 0 
3,346 15 6 
3,983 9 6 
4,387 6 0 
5,174 16 10 
5,924 3 8 
6,805 2 2 
7,733 7 5 
8,785 8 0 
9,687 16 5 

11,816 10 10 
13,729 13 1 
15,429 10 2 
15,846 4 9 
16,435 1 10 
17,288 4 1 

£ S. D. 
10 4 0 

205 0 8 
342 17 4 
431 12 0 
512 5 8 
632 0 8 
679 17 0 
8H 9 2 

1,292 14 0 
1,486 2 4 
1,906 19 0 
2,181 2 0 
2,615 15 4 
3,344 1 1 
3,847 16 6 
3,490 2 8 
3,802 0 2 
4,915 2 10 
5,416 5 9 
6,569 18 0 
7,004 14 11 
7,695 13 4 
8,967 0 2 
9,569 5 3 

£ S. D. 

206 10 8 
3,777 5 6 
7,401 10 3 

12,0ll 8 1 
10,680 14 6 

8,722 6 3 
9,306 10 5 

10,091 18 0 
12,837 14 6 
15,533 13 2 
17,494 14 8 
19,165 18 0 

... ... I ...... .. . ... 1863 

...... I ... ... ...... 1864 

...... . .... .. .... 1865 ...... I ..... . ...... 1866 ...... I ... ... ...... 1867 ...... I .. .... .. .... 1868 

. . . . . ... .. . ...... 1869 

...... I ...... ..... . 1870 

.. .... I . .. ... .. .. . . 1811 ... ... I 839 16 2! 657 2 n 1872 

... . .. 1,039 17 7 720 3 4 1873 
2,166 15 4 I 1,778 o 5 794 9 o 1874 
4,903 1 3 2,399 10 5 995 9 9 1875 
1,774 17 8 I 3,1 46 o 11 1,097 19 1 1876 
9,894 18 o 1 3,664 18 7 1,486 2 o 1877 

10,610 16 1 I s,65o 16 6 1,473 4 6 1878 
9,848 4 9 3,4.4.9 7 2 1,270 0 0 1879 
9,373 9 lo I 3,230 1 n 1,401 1 o 1880 

10,012 19 1 I 3,738 7 8 1,458 17 7 1881 
10,566 9 7 4,203 6 ll 1,427 14 8 1882 
10,958 18 0 4,619 5 4 1,863 5 1 1883 
11,564 8 6 4,804 2 11 1,987 6 3 1884 
ll ,963 12 ll 5,109 10 3 2,ll5 19 1 1885 
12,753 4 7 5,149 5 9 2,470 19 2 1886 

-----·-------1--------1-------1--------1--------1-------1-------1----
TOTALS ... 1£23,722 12 0 J£158,251 17 7 1£77,822 19 10 1£127,230 4 0 1£122,991 15 7 1£50,827 8 6~ 1 £21,225 13 l~ I TOTALS. 
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Relief Fnnd, was born at Spittal, near Ber
wick, in 1835, and, like N ortbum brian border
meu, had a strong ring about his voice, always 
pleasant and agreeable. 

When very young his parents removed and 
took him with them to Coat bridge, Scot
land, where, when Alec was about twelve 
years of age, his father died, when the family, 
consisting of three boys and one girl, went to 
live with an uncle at Seghill Colliery. They 
took an empty house, and here commenced a 
bitter struggle against poverty. The pit was 
working badly at the time, and the elder 
brother went to work at Dudley Colliery. 
One Sunday night Alexander was out walk
ing with him; he left him in the best of 
health, but within a week he died of cholera. 
Alec was employed as a driver, and with 
his other brother did his best to keep the 
wolf from the door. 

Up to this time he bad never been a day 
at school, and was totally unable to read or 
write. With a few of his companions, how
ever, he set to work to overcome these defects, 
aucl bis first writing lessons were by writing 
upon the wall with chalk. He made rapid 
progress in his education, and was soon able 
to read out of books and newspapers. At 
11iglits the rca.<ling lessons had to be taken by 
the light of the fire, for poverty forbade the 
use of candles. A removal was made to Dud
ley, where several years were spent. 

Once on the track of knowledge, and tasting 
its fruits, young Blyth soon began to be 
marked by a degree of intelligence, shrewd
ness, and common sense above the majority 
of his fellows. He began also to take an active 
interest in movements calculated to promote 
their welfare. In return he had cheerfully 
accorded to him their confidence and good-will. 
Among the subjects with which he thus iden
tifi ed himself was that of temperance; a11d 
during the greater portion of his lifetime he 
was a sincere and consistent teetotaller. 

In or about the year 1872 Mr. Blyth re
moved to Newcastle, where he soon increased 
his circle of friends, and became a useful 
worker. He was a great reader, and well 
acquainted with the poetry of Milton, Shake
speare, Scott., Byron, Burns, Mrs. Hemans, the 
Hon. Mrs. Norton, Mrs. Sigourney, Eliza 
Cook, and others. His favourite piece was 
Eliza Cook's "Old Arm-chair," and often 
during our entertainment tour would he an
nounce that "by special request" Mr. W--

would recite that beautiful poem, "The Old 
Arm-chair." 

This request coming so often led us to sus
pect and prove that the special request came 
from Alexander Blyth himself. Having an 
equal love for that grand reminder of a 
mother's love, we most willingly complied, 
and none applauded more loudly and heartily 
than he. 

Mr. Blyth was fond of travelling and "see
ing something fresh," and in 1881, in search 
of health and recreation, he visited Rome and 
Naples, inspecting the wonderful catacombs 
and other objects of interest in Italy. Iu 
1883 he visited the sunny climes of Lusitauia 
and Andalusia, sojourning for a short time in 
Ayaminti (Portugal), Seville, Cadiz, Cordova, 
Granada, &c., and in 1884 he extended his 
peregrinations to the United States and Ca
nada. In October, 1885, still weak and ill, 
he sailed from the Tyne in the S.S. W. B. 
Ferguson (belonging to Mr. James W estoll), 
on a voyage up the Mediterranean. He pro
ceeded as far as Egypt, landing at Alexan
dria, and stayed there for some time. He 
then passed on to Cairo; then visited the 
Pyramids, ascending to the top of the Great 
Pyramid, and also surveyed the battle-field of 
Tel-el-Kebir. llis 1 tters were inter sting, 
and encouraged the hope that be was receiv
ing permanent benefit; but, alas! on reaching 
Gibraltar, on his homeward journey, a change 
for the worse set in, and "Grievously ill" wa 
the startling telegram received by his sor
rowing wife and family. On the following 
day another telegram announced that on the 
evening of Saturday, December 12th, 1885, 
death bad put an end to his sufferings and to 
his valuable labours. In a strange land, 
"far from the loved ones and home," he died 
in the forty-ninth year of his age. 

JOHN Howrn was born at Kilmarnock , 
Scotland, in the year l Pl 7, his father being a 
near kinsman of the late Dr. J. M. Howie of 
Liverpool. In 1843 John" crossed the border," 
and finally settled in the county of Durham, 
where he worked as a carpet weaver until 
that trade became so unprofitable that it was 
abandoned, and John took to the coal-pits, 
living mainly at Bishop-Aucklaud, Crook, 
Hunwick, and other places in the vicinity. 

He first attracted public attention by a 
series of startling contributions to the columns 
of the Durham Chronicle on the terribly in
sanitary condition of the colliers' houses in 



AUXILIARIES TO TEMPERANCE. 127 

the pit villages, his descriptions being so 
appalling and true as to lead to an inquiry 
and an attempt to remedy the evils complained 
of. We know from actual acquaintance with 
the whole district, that his pictures were true 
to the life, and not, as some writers wished 
to prove, "gross exaggerations." Many of the 
villages were "hot-beds of disease," and it is 
no wonder that cholera, fev er, &c., were ram
pant there. In this respect John Howie did 
service not only to the colliers but to the com
munity at large, and though he was scouted as 
a "teetotal fanatic," one of the men who we!'e 
tryiug to "turn the world upside down," he 

was not to be driven from his purpose, but 
boldly stood his ground. 

He was one of the founders and promoters 
of the Miners' Permanent Relief Fund, of 
which he was a trustee, &c. He ceased to 
work in the pits about twenty years before 
his death, and during the last nine years of 
his life was employed as agent for the United 
Kingdom Alliance in Newcastle and district. 
He was also a zealous, persevering Good 
Templar, and held official positions in the 
order. He died at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
February 1l th, 1885, at the age of sixty
eight years. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

MUSIC AND SONG AS AIDS TO TEMPERANCE. 

Teetotal Bands and Choirs-Singing Temperance Hymns and Songs to raise a l\Ieeting-The Old Methods
Favourite Tunes, &c.-Singing Temperance Lecturers-Power of Song-l\Ir. Livesey's Opinion-Life, 
Work, and Writings of Rev. Edwin Paxton Hood- His Temperance Songs-Simeon Srnithard, Life, 
Labours, &c.-John Ripley, Life, Labours, &c.-R. W. Duxbury- Thomas Jarratt-W. B. Affieck
Robert Clough and others-The Edwards Family-Samuel Capper of l\Ianchester, Life, &c.-Temper
ance Songs and Mutilated Poems--W. B. Whitehead-Powell Thomas-Dr. H. T. Leslie- Adam 
Gib on's Song of "The Bucket "-Inspires C. P. l\Ielly to Erect Public Drinking Fountains in Liver
pool- R. R. Bealey, the Rochdale Temperance Poet-C. J. Havart and the Royal Poland Street 
Handbell Ringers-Royal Osborne Temperance Handbell Ringers. 

Incidenta lly the fact has already been no
ticed that at an early period in the history of 
the movement the aid of music was invoked, 
and some of the societies had their own brass 
or other bauds. The public processions of the 
abstainers would not have been half so impos
ing or attractive without the aid of bauds of 
rn usic, aud many of the active friends of the 
cause felt no little uneasiness and grief on 
learning the fact, that at the close of their 
festival the hired m usiciaos went home reel
iug drunk out of the money r eceived from 
the teetotallers. To try to remedy this the 
friends of temperauce set to work to organize 
bands of their own, one of the first being the 
Warrington Total Abstinence Band, which, 
on account of its efficiency, was often in re
quest by the societies in the district. The 
W arringtou Society bad, in addition to this, 
an excellent band of handbell ringers, as had 
other Lancashire societies long before the for
mation of the famous Poland Street band of 
Campanologists. 

In other districts fife and drum bauds were 
organized, so that the teetotallers were not 
always compelled to march to strains of music 
rendered by non-abstaining musicians. In 
connection with some of the societies purely 
temperance choirs were organized, and rules 
made requiring the members of the band or 
choir to be pledged total abstainers, while in 
the latter case there was a fnrther provision, 
that the majority of the pieces sung should 
have some bearing upon the temperance ques
tion, and all of a good moral tendency. Many 
who were unable to make a speech, did gootl 
ervice to the cause by singillg some of the 

charming hymns and songs provided hy the 

poets of the movement. Taking their stand 
in the open market-place, or at the junction 
of two or more streets, a little band of heroic 
workers would rouse the whole neighbourhood 
by singing together such hymns as:-

" Rise and shine through every nation, 
0 thou temperance star di vine! 

Cheer and bless the whole creation, 
Enter every heart and mind. 

Rouse the drunkards, 
Teach them to be wise in time. 

"Guided by the Great J ehovah, 
Strengthened by His mighty hand, 

E ven drunkards are made sober; 
See them travel through the land ! 

1' hey shall prosper, 
Joined in one victorious band." &c. &c. 

Or it might be the equally popular hymn of 
the Rev. Jabez Burns, commencing:-

"Round the temperance standard rally 
All the friends of human kind; 

Snatch the devotees of folly, 
'Vretched, perishing, and blind; 

Kindly tell them 
How true comfort they may find. 

'' Bear the blissful tidings onward, 
Bear them all the world around, 

Let the myriads thronging downward 
Hear the sweet and blissful sound, 

And obeying, 
In the paths of peace be found. 

''Plant the temperance standard firmly, 
Round it live, and round it die; 

Young and old defend it sternly 
Till you gain the victory, 

And all nations 
Hail the harr:v jn bilee." 
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The favourite tune to both these hymns was 
grand "Old Calcutta," and a band of six or 
eight earnest lusty singers would make the 
"welkin ring." By way of variety, or as a 
good marching song, they would sing another 
favomite hymu :-

"Pledged in a noble cause 
\Ve here each other greet, 

And, bound by temperance laws, 
As friends and brothers meet, 

To make a full determined stand 
Against the foe that rules our land 

"'Tis true hard is the fight, 
Our army is but small, 

The foe is great in might; 
But if united all 

In close array, our little band 
Shall chase inteinperance from the land. 

"Then onward let us press; 
Our cause is great and good; 

And, cheer'd by past success, 
·we'll stem the raging flood; 

Nor for a moment quarter give, 
Resolved for this to work and live." 

Sometimes, when the interest seemed to 
flag, and the few faithful plodding workers 
were discouraged as they looked around the 
almost empty meeting- room, and saw how 
little their etfort.s were appreciated, and how 
few the visible fruits of their labours, one of 
them with more faith and trust, or one wl10 
had himself been rescued from the slavery of 
intemperance, would rise to his feet and give 
out the words of Henry Anderton's popular 
hymn:-

" Lift up your hearts and voices too 
To Him to whom the praise is due; 
And let the glorious subject be 
The triumphs of sobriety. 

"What has been done? Delightful things 
Beyond our best imaginings; 
The Ethiop's white, the lion's tam'd, 
And hoary drunkards are reclaimed," &c. 

How the singing of that hymn seemed to lift 
the cloud and give new inspiration to all pre
sent! Impelled by its influence one would 
get up, and in plain homely language, un
polished, unprepared, Lut from the fulness of 
a loving, grateful heart, would give the meeting 
an earnest, eloquent, and practical address full 
of pathos and power. 

At other times, after a son:ewhat fretful 
and desponding address, a warm-hearted soul 
would warble forth the words of Ed win Paxton 
Hood's song:-

VoL. II. 

"It'll never do to give it up so." 

Or, when one or two Lad come forward and 
signed the pledge, an appeal would be made 
to a young man just buckling on the temper
ance armour and preparing for the work, to 
lead them iu a few verses of another of Paxton 
Hood's songs, concluding:-

"Thus on we pass a world to move 
By cries, entreaties, tears, and love, 
And, come what may to stop our way, 
We'll win! we'll win! we'll win the day! 

We'll win the day! 
On we'll go right merrily, merrily!" 

After which the little meeting would termi
nate, each one present feeling renewed and 
strengthened for future efforts. Scenes like 
these the writer has witnessed over and over 
again, and he often looks back with feelings 
of joy and gratitude to those times of quiet 
plodding warfare against terrible odds; for 
there was a peculiar charm, a chaste beauty 
about these meetings, which we seek for in 
vaiu nowadays. By the aid of song many 
were attracted to temperance me tings who 
would uever have gone to hear a dry nnin
teresti11g lecture, for to hear good singiug 
they would flock together in crowds. If the 
lecturer of the evening was known to be a 
tolerable singer, who was accustomed to in
troduce a song or two during the evening, 
and these had choruses which the audiences 
were invited to join in, then he was sure of a 
large and aLtentive audience. 

The great charm wielded by E. P. Hood, 
Simeon Smitha.rd,J ohn Ripley, Powell Thomas, 
Dr. Leslie, W. H. Whitehead, Thomas Jarratt, 
W. B. Affleck, George Blaby, and a host of 
others was their singing of genuine temperance 
songs, adapted to popular well-known airs. 

The late Rev. E. Paxton Hood's Temperance 
Songs were a tower of strength to the cause, 
and as yet they have not been excelled, if 
equalled; they were and are magnificent tem
perance speeches in verse. On one occasion 
he said: ''Why in the name of humanity, past, 
present, and to come, why should not the tem
perance reformers sing 1 When I speak of 
teetotallers singing, I do not mean common
place songs, I do not mean that they should 
sing the flimsy twaddling strains of other 
times; but why not a national teetotal music 
and melody consecrated to the movement-a 
music that should glide into the hearts of the 
people, moulding tLis and the coming genera-

26 
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tions by its influence? For my part I have a 
high faith in music." 

He was right, and we need this now as 
much as ever we did. 

Unlike many of our modern serio-comic or 
semi-operatic, sensational, namby-pamby, false 
or spurious entertainers, these pioneers of the 
movement invariably made temperance their 
theme. Mauy who heeded not the eloquent 
and argumentative speech, were caught by 
the song, some sentiment it contained being 
engraved upon their hearts and memories, 
and in spite of themselves they involuntarily 
learned snatches of temperance melodies which 
yielded fruit in due season. 

The words of a song, clearly and intelli
gently rendered, even though the music may 
be somewhat unclassical and simple in its 
nature, has power to reach the heart other
wise impervious to all argument and entreaty. 
We believe, because we know from personal 
experience, that there are times when 

"A sweet plaintive song can the erring heart move, 
And teach that there's virtue in temperance." 

Of this many illustrations could be given. 
In the Temperance Record for the week fol
lowing the great Crystal Palace Fete of 1871, 
we are told that on the evening of that day, 
as the members of a Band of Hope, locat d 
some few miles from Sydenham, were return
ing home in conveyances, they beguiled the 
tedium of the journey through the streets of 
London by singing some of the pieces that 
had formed a part of the programme for the 
da.y. Just as they were passing a certain lo
cality they struck up," Who will go for Father 
now?" and the music of their sweet voices 
caught the ear of a man about to enter a 
public - house to procure more drink. He 
paused on the threshold, listened attentively, 
until the words of "that sweetly pathetic soug" 
touched his heart, and at its close he turned 
his steps homeward, resolving to sign the 
pledge and become a better man. That song 
was the means, in God's hands, of his recla
mation from drunkenness and misery. 

Another illustration of the value of temper
ance song is given in an incident which 
occurred in the early days of the temperance 
enterprise, when a small party of Rochdale 
friends were returning one stormy evening 
from a temperance gathering in Bacup. 
They had not proceeded far on their journey 
until they lost their way, and ere long were 

so completely enveloped in snow that they 
could not go further. There they stood, at 
midnight, consulting about what should be 
done. A number of plans were suggested, but 
how to put them into practical operation was 
the difficulty. At length a dauntless spirit 
gave out and led the music to the favourite 
temperance melody: 

" Rise and shine through every nation, 
0 thou temperance star divine!" &c. 

The sound attracted the attention of an elderly 
matron, who, with lantern in hand, proceeded 
as best she could to the benighted travellers, 
directed them on their way, then retraced her 
steps to her own cottage. The travellers 
arrived home at Rochdale at an early hour in 
the morning (Scottish Temperance Review, 
1848, p. 520). 

In his Teetotal Progressionist, 1852, p. 49, 
Mr. Joseph Livesey expressed his views re
garding singing at ordinary temperance meet
ings in the following words:-" Temperance 
melodies and good moral songs, especially if 
sung as solos, would be attractive to many; 
and it is after the feelings have been thus 
charmed that the understanding is mo ' t ready 
to listen to argument and the conscience to 
command attention to its promptings. As 
much as possible this singing should be con
sidered a medium for instriwtion, excitement, 
and amu. ement, and not as worship, for I con
sider this too sacred to introduce into an or
dinary temperance meeting; and hence the 
melodies selected should not be tho$e which 
appeal to the Almighty, and express feelings, 
wishes, and resolves which are really not ex
pected to be felt by a mixed company on such 
occasions." 

This extract shows that Mr. Livesey had a 
very high regard for worship, and inclined to 
think it too sacred an act to be treated with 
the semblance of levity or to be indulged in 
as a mere matter of form. Yet he was not an 
ascetic or adverse to amusements of the right 
kind. As early as 1837 he wrote thus:-" Iii 
the temperance cause we have hitherto bee11 
working to a great extent on a negative 
principle, striving to make people sober and 
to secure to them their reason; but it has oc
curred to many of our friends, from the de
fection which frequently takes place among 
reformed drunkards, that other efforts ought 
to be made of a more positive character; that, 
in fact, having deprived the inebriate of 
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the pleasures of the bottle and the public
house, we ought to substitute other pleasures 
suited to the changed habits of the iudividual. 
Man is a social being, and nobody participates 
more, though in a very boisterous manner, in 
the feelings of sociality than they who fre
quent the tavern. When such become teeto
tallers a substitute is wanted to fill up the 
vacant desire and to occupy the leisure time. 
Fortunately some, having families, and others 
forming religious connections, need no further 
substitutes; but when neither of these nor 
anything similar offer themselves as a stay to 
their wandering minds, which is the case with 
many teetotallers who, notwithstanding, re
ceive much temporary benefit from the system, 
what is the general result '! The strength of 
their pl'inciples sustains them for a time, but 
the love of company leads them to pnblic
houses, where, for a while, they drink pepper
mint or ginger-beer, till, led on either by the 
temptiug appearance of the liquor or bantered 
by th eir a. sociates, they resume the use of 
drinks which intoxicate, and the latter end 
with these is worse than the beginning" 
(Preston Temperance Advocate, 1837, p. 42). 

His mind bad gone out in this di1·ection as 
early as 1 32, for in the Jloml Reformer for 
that year (p. 375) he says: "I am just u1 ou 
the point of starting a ' Working-man's 
Reading-room,' which will be furnished with 
forty fresh newspapers and other periodicals 
weekly, at a charge of ls. 7id. per quarter, 
equal to l~d. per week. With thi , the Tem
perance Houses, and the Institution for the 
Diffusion of Knowledge, there can be no 
excuse for anyone going to spend his time in 
a public-house, where, being almost compelled 
to drink intoxicating liquors, so many have 
been ruined." 

REV. Enwrn PAXTON Hoon was widely 
known as "the sweet singer of temperance 
melodies "-one of those who thought that 
the best tunes ought not to be employed in 
the ways of sin, but, by being applied to 
words expressive of nobler thoughts and 
higher aspiration, would do service to the 
cause, improve the minds of singers and 
hearers, and thus give glory to God. He 
believed that every legitimate means should 
be used to draw men and women away from 
the haunts of vice into the paths of virtue, 
and that the right application of music would 
tend in that direction. 

The drink-seller made use of music and 

song to entice customers, why then should 
the teetotallers hesitate to eruploy the same 
means to win the people to the side of tem
perance? He wrote and sang temperance 
melodies adapted to the popula1· airs of the 
day, and taught his audiences the chornses, 
so that they carried the sentiment home with 
them and repeated it to others. 

He compiled a splendid temperance song
book, comprising some of the best composi
tions of the poets of the movement, inter
spersed with valuable vrodt1ctions from his 
own pen. "The Patriot Spirit," "My Owu 
Fireside," "Love Shall be the Conqueror," 
"The Temperance Man," "Bond of Brothe1·
hood," "The Crystal Spring,'' " We'll Win the 
Day," and numerous others, were pieces that 
could be sung in any .assembly or social 
gathering without danger of wouilding the 
sensibilities of any thinking persons, what
ever their creed or party. 

His book was prefaced by an able essay iu 
defence of moral song, aud it went through 
several editions, and had a large circulation. 
He also published one or ruore volumes of 
poems, the one before us being Fragmenti; 
of 11/wuglit and Composition, dedicated to 
Samuel Rogers, author of the Pleasures of' 
Jfemory, &c. &c., and containing a very ably
written "Address to the Reader" (in prose) 
by way of preface. 

As a lecturer he was hardly such a may be 
termed popular. He was po ses ed of a very 
metaphysical mind, and could pursue a line of 
argument to a great extent, but in many in
stances he seemed to bewilder the larger por
tion of his audience by the abstruse manner in 
which he addressed them. Occasionally he 
threw in some sallies of wit and humorous 
anecdotes, and then reverted to his old manner, 
often shooting far above the capacities of the 
working-class portion of his hearers. He was 
a man rather below the average height, with 
a prominent nose, thick lips, expansive fore
head, pleasant countenance, a voice of great 
compass, person exceediugly agile, and, more
over, one who could sing like a nightingale. 

Mr. Hood was at one time, previous to be
coming a temperance advocate, private secre
tary to a London minister, and it was at this 
period that he became identified with the tem
perance movement. He next became pastor of 
a small Independent church in Wales, and in 
1844 was agent and lecturer for the Liverpool 
Temperance Society, from whence his fame as 
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a temperauce advocate went out, and applica
tions for his services poured in from all parts 
of the United Kingdom. 

It is now close upon forty years since he 
was employed to labour under the auspices of 
the Newcastle-on-Tyne Temperance Society; 
when he delivered over thirty lectures in that 
city, in addition to those given in neighbour
ing towns and villages. At the close of his 
labours a soiree was held for the purpose of 
doing honour to Mr. Hood, and in the course 
of the evening he delivered an address, from 
which we give an extract, illustrating his style 
and language. He said: "Amidst appalling 
spectacles of human degradation it was im
possjble to stand aud not sometimes feel scep
tical as to the coming of the time of universal 
happiness-the formation of a sober world. 
If he were to say that his heart was never 

·shadowed by scepticism it would be untrue. 
Standing by the houses of shame, traversing 
the temples of sin, it was impossible not to 
feel sometimes oppressed with doubt, yet he 
believed he had faith in trntb, in God, faith 
in mau; he believed in the coming of a sober 
world, when the fields shoulu no longer be 
prostituted by the growth of a destroying 
poison, when the hop should only be known 
as a graceful flower, wreathing its tendrils 
around the cottage-trellis-when the ailors 
bearing our argosies to distant lands shall be 
known as missionaries of truth insteau of the 
apostles of depravity. Why not? Rath a 
nation changed its gods? Shall we not ours? 
Why uot? Hotten tots had been converted, 
cannibals had forsaken their vile and atro
cious appetites. Why may not our people 
forsake theirs 1 He rejoiced in the snccess 
and prosperity of the temperance cause. In 
Persia and Arabia, amidst the spice gardens, 
it was known. It was known in China amidst 
its tea-bowers. The King of Denmark and 
Sweden bad employed missionaries to travel, 
ad vocatiug t ern perance principles, through his 
doruiuious. Glorious Oscar! would that some 
were like thee. Kings had thus become the 
nursing fathers of the cause. Queens had long 
since been its nursiug mothers. Pon Pomare 
had received it in triumph in Tahiti long 
before her banishment from her native home. 
The influence of the temperance cause would 
surely be productive of good. John Foster 
once said, 'that every cloud poured itself in 
a cloud somewhere,' and although we might 
not immediately see the result of our labours, 

no word of truth could possibly be spoken, 
no noble action could possibly be performed, 
but somewhere its benefits would be felt. 
He defined the temperance movement to be 
a work for the elevation of man. Industry 
had long been denied its legitimate power. 
Ignorance had attempted to manacle its wrists. 
Oppression strove to bin<l it in the dust, 
superstition to darken its vision. All failed 
till sleek intemperance came with its bowl of 
poison, and all the rest became easy then." 

As a writer Mr. Hood contributed a num
ber of excellent papers to the temperance 
periodicals of the day, more particularly to 
the Scottish T emperance R eview. He ha<l a 
discussion with a minister of the gospel named 
Rev. J, H. Barrow, who assailed the temper
ance question, but met with his master in 
Rev. E. P. Hood, who published the discus
sion in pamphlet form. For several years he 
was editor of the .A/oral R eformers' Almanaclc, 
which was deserve<lly popular. He also pub
lished a series of little books, about twenty 
in number, which were a library of them
selves, includiug Tlze Literature of Labom·, 
Seif-education, Jforal Jlanlwod, Tlze Uses of 
Bio,qraplzy, Olcl En,qland, Genius ancl JndustJ~lf, 
&c. &c. He was the author of Tlze Lamps of 
tlze Temple, The Pulpit and tlze Age, The 
World of .A necclote, a volume of 700 pages, 
and a Bio.1rapli!J of the Rev. Ben.Jmnin Pursons 
(author of Anti-Bacchus), and other works. 
Amongst his largest and best works are Tlze 
Age and its Architects. 

There was something inexplicable about 
Mr. Hood's reti1ement from the t emperance 
platform. Whether it was from diversity of 
opinions on certain points, or disappointment 
at the apparently little practical result of the 
efforts put forth, or some other cause, certain 
it is that his ardour cooled down, and on his 
resumption of ministerial duties he seemed to 
almost totally ignore the temperance move
ment. He settled down as pastor of a church 
in London, became editor and proprietor of 
the Eclecti'c Review, and published a volume 
of sermons and other works. He afterwards 
removed to Brighton, and finally to Manches
ter, where, as pastor of a Congregational 
Church, he closed his earthly career. 

SIMEON SMITHARD was born at Melbourne, 
Derbyshire, on the 3lst of August, 1818. When 
in his third year he had the misfortune to 
lose his father by death, and at the early age 
of nine years he was sent to work in a lace 
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factory. His early education, therefore, was 
very li mited, Lut his widowed mother did all 
that she could to train up her children in 
the paths of morality and religion, and was 
warmly solicitous after her son Simeon's inter
ests. At the age of thirteen years he went 
to learn the business of a wood turner under 
his half-brother, Thomas Cook-now known 
the world over as the great English tourist's 
guide. When in his eighteenth year, Mr. 
Smithard removed to Derby, and in 1839 
eutered the bonds of wedlock, while in the 
same year he and his young wife signed the 
temperance pledge. Mr. Smithard threw his 
energies into the cause, and became an active 
and useful speaker, often, after his day's work 
was over, travelling several miles to address a 
meeting, and then walking ]1ome again to be 
cea<ly for work npxt m0rni.ng. In thE' month 
of January, 1842, he gave up his trade and 
devoted himself entirely to the advocacy of 
the temperance cause, being assisted and 
encouraged by his half-brother, Mr. Cook, who 
was then the secretary of the South Midland 
Temperance Association, n.nd publisher of 
several monthly publications. fo 1844 Mr. 
Smithanl became the agent of the South 
Midland Association, and visited the various 
soci tie , di tributing tracts, holding meeting 
-indoor and out-and collecting subscriptions. 
His next engagement was with the Sheffield 
and Rotherham Temperance Union, and then 
for four years and thr0e months he laboured 
satisfactorily for the United Tempera.nee So
ci eties of Hnll, where he commeuced the 
practice of singing temperance melodies and 
hymns at his meetiugs. This wonderfully 
enhanced the value of his services; for when 
speeches, lectures, &c., fail to attract, the 
power of song is almost irresistible. Thou
sands have heard temperance truths from the 
lips of the late Simeon Smithard, many of 
whom wonld never have gone to a temperance 
meeting but for the singing. Mr. Srnithard 
al ways had the power to attract and please 
the people. Although musical critics did 
not consider him an accomplished singer, he 
h:-id a fine clear voice, of moderate compass; 
which he so learned to modulate that he could 
at will render a plaintive song in a peculiarly 
pathetic manner, and others according to cir
cumstances. It is said that the first time 
he sang before a public audience with piano
forte accompaniment was in the Odd Fellows' 
Hall, Midu lesbrough, on the occasion of his 

first visit to that town, and very soon after
wards he made this one of the e seutial ele
ments of his entertainments. During his 
residence in Hull he bad au opportunity of 
adding to his store of knowledge through 
the kindness of the late ·William Gordon, 
M.D., who was president of the Hull Chris
tian Temperance Society. He allowed Mr. 
Smithard free access to his library, &c.-a 
privilE>ge which he av:-iiled himself of as much 
as the duties of his office would allow. For 
many years Mr. and Mrs. Smithard conducted 
a temperance hotel on strictly temperance 
principles at Derby, and only a short time 
before his death they retired to a more pri
vate residence in another part of the same 
town. For a series of years ir. Smithard 
travelled the countl'y as an indepeudent ad vo
cate, making hie own arrangements with soci
eties, &c., and during the ten years from 1852 
to 1862 he spoke over 2000 times in pu ul ic, 
singing on each occasion about six ongs, and 
in that period he is said to have travelled 
about 60,000 miles. He held a commi sion 
as S.D. of the I.O.G.T., and wa abo a Gran<l 
Lodge lecturer. In 1862 a drinking fountain 
was erected in Derby as a testimonial to the 
worth and esteem in which Mr. Smithard 
was lield by the subscriber . Dnring the 
year 1 75 Mr. Smithard was laid aside Ly a 
serious illness, brought on by sleeping in a 
damp bed and subsequent expo nre. On his 
recovery he resumed his labours, and whilst 
on a lecturing tour in the north, in the month 
of February, 1878, visited Bridlington Quay, 
where on Tuesday e\Tening, February 12, he 
lectured in the Wellington Hall, suffering at 
the time from bronchitis. On returning to the 
house of Mr. Pickering, where he was taying, 
he became gradually worse, and <lied about 
nine o'clock on Wednesday morning, Febru
ary 13, 1878, the cause of death being heart 
disease and bronchitis. Mr. Smithard liter
ally died in harness, at the age of sixty 
years. 

Jo1rn RIPLEY, the well-known temperance 
lecturer, melodist, and Oriental traveller, has 
for some years past been before tl1e public iu 
the capacity of an independent unofficial pub
lic lecturer. John Ripley was born at Har
rogate, Yorkshire, on the 2/th Noveml1er, 
1822. His father and brother were tailors, 
and wl1en eleven years of age John was taken 
from school to assist his brother, who was in 
business for himself. I n his fourteenth year 
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lie was appren~iced to a tailor at Ripon, where 
he served a term of nearly eight years. It 
was the custon in those days for tailors to go 
out to work rt the houses of some of their 
customers, and while thus employed at the 
Temperance CJffee House, Ripon, on the l 7th 
of April, 1841. young Ripley saw a wretched
looking womru come in after a drunken 
debauch to si,sn the teetotal pledge. After 
she had done o the wife of the proprietor of 
the house sai to John: "Come, Ripley, you 
may as well sign." He did so, and began to 
attend the meetings and to read upon the 
subject. Whrn John Ripley had been a tee
totaller some s:x months, he wrote out a speech 
and committee it to memory. Thus prepared, 
he made his fir~t appearance before a crowded 
and ience in th:i Public Rooms, but, like many 
more, he found it not quite so easy to deliver 
his speech bef re such an assembly as it was 
in his own room or in one of the by-lanes of 
the town. After getting about half - way 
through, bis rr.emory failed him and he broke 
down. At th next monthly meeting, how
e\'er, he was more successful. In 1846 Mr. 
Ripley became agent and missionary for a 
Seaman's Soci ty in the North of England, 
a.11d left it in the latter part of 1847 to become 
n1issionary to the Leicester Temperance So
ciety. He next became missionary for the 
Brighton Tern_ ranee Society, and afterwards 
laboured at I_ swich, Manchester, Southamp
ton, Carlisle, &c. In addition to a very plea
sant genial n:anner, Mr. Ripley was au at
tractive singer, and wrote a number of popular 
temperance melodies, notably " Strike the 
Blow," "Throw down the Bottle," &c., which 
became very popular. He was also an at
tractive and vigorous lecturer, possessed of 
considerable e:ocutionary skill and power as 
a reciter, so that his meetings were diversi
fied and attra ti ve. For some years he was 
engaged durin5 the summer months as tourist 
conductor in connection with Cook's well
known and po?ular excursions. In this capa
city he travell~d through England and Scot
land many times, as also France, Germany, 
Holland, Beli;ium, Switzerland, Italy, and 
Egypt, &c. He repeatedly went to the top 
of the Egyptian pyramids " without the aid 
of either alcoh 1 or Arabs," and declared that 
he had done it more easily than those of his 
companions w'.J.o had both to help them. "If 
teetotal Arabs can do it," said Mr. Ripley, 
"I don't see why a teetotal Yorkshireman 

should not." During the winter months Mr. 
Ripley lectures on temperance, Oriental tra
vel, &c., and his lectures are highly inter
esting and warmly appreciated. Although his 
locks are silvery white his heart is young, and 
his love for the cause unabated. His long 
and varied experiences, with careful culture of 
the talents with which he is gifted, make him 
"a workman that needeth not to be ashamed." 

R. W. DUXBURY of Oldham became an 
abstainer in 1834 or 1835, and in 18-±0 started 
out as a voluntary advocate. In 1854 he was 
engaged as a paid agent, and in 1860 was one 
of the regular staff of the British Temperance 
Leagne, with whom he was engaged for sev
eral years. He was the author of a volume 
of popular Band of Hope and Temperance 
Melodies, published in 1858. He inter persed 
his addresses with songs and melodies, most 
of which had choruses in which the audience 
joined, and he thus made the meetings cheery 
aud attractive. Mr. Duxbury was for some 
time proprietor of a temperance hotel near 
the Victoria Station, Manchester. Of late 
years he has settled down at Oldham. 

THOMAS TURNER, another ex-agent of the 
League, spent some years in catering for the 
temperance public by providing song, music, 
art pictures, &c. 

RoBERT CLOUGH of Rochdale, one of the 
present agents of the British Tern erance 
League, has long been known as an arnest 
temperance advocate, singing his own songs 
to popular tunes. Of late years he has of ten 
been accompanied by one or both of his 
daughters, who join him in the effort to make 
temperance meetings popular and interiesting. 

THOMAS JARRATT, for sometime ag nt for 
the Lancashire and Cheshire Band of Hope 
Union, also wrote and published a .'pecial 
book of temperance songs, some of which 
were very popular, especially that plaintive cry 
of the drunkard's child, "No One Car"es for 
Me." Mr. Jarratt was a sweet singer, am a.ble 
musician, and a good speaker. He after
wards went into the ministry, and fon: s me 
time past his name has fallen out of t ,he list 
of regular temperance workers. 

For a nurn her of years the Enw ARDS F M:LY, 
viz. Mr. R. Edwards, his son Robert Ed wards, 
junr., Miss E. Edwards, and her si ten: Niss 
Nelly Edwards, were well known in tie e
tropolis, and in several parts of Englam , as 
a skilful band of temperance entertaine!rs. 

Mr. Edwards, senr., was the first t.o sign 
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the pledge of total abstinence in his native 
village of Braunston, in Northamptonshire, 
in 1838, and with the aid of his brother 
William he succeeded in promoting a very 
successful temperance movement in the dis
trict. He afterwards settled in Camden Town, 
London. The whole of his family were life 
teetotallers, and gifted with rare musical 
abilities. At the earnest solicitation of Mr. 
G. C. Campbell, of the National Temperance 
League, the Edwards family were induced to 
make their first appearance as temperance 
entertainers at the Lambeth Baths, on the 
12th of December, 1867, when they enlivened 
the proceediugs by singing duets, glees, and 
selected pieces, to a very large and apprecia
tive audience. 

Miss Edwards had a powerful voice with an 
extensive range, and was speedily a favour.ite 
with the temperance public. The largest avail
able buildings, such as Exeter Hall, the Agri
cultural Hall, Victoria Palace, Town Hall, 
Shoreditch, and others in Portsmouth, Maid
stone, Gravesend, Reading, St. Albans, Brent
wood, Henley-on-Thame, St. Ives, Hounslow, 
Guildford, &c., were crowded to hear this 
talented family. Mr. Edwards, jnnr., was the 
author of several pieces rendered by the family, 
viz.: "The T mperance H eroes," "The March 
of the Ternperance Men," &c. In SeptemLer, 
1872, Mis Ed wards became the wife of Mr. 
John Gittens, and even tu ally the band was 
broken up; but they proved beyond doubt 
tliat the people will listen to and heartily 
appreciate good temperance song. 

The SHAPCOTT FAMILY, consistiug of the 
father and seven son , were very popular in 
the metropolitan district, and some parts of 
the south, &c. They drew large audiences in 
many places by their musical performances, 
which report says" were of a high order, and 
connected with definite temperance teaching. 
Their visits served in some cases to revive 
weak or dormant societies, and made it ap
parent that music might become a powerful 
ally of the temperance cause." They were in 
the heyday of their popnlarity in 1850-51. 

T. H . EVANS, author of Evans's Ternperance 
Annual, bas long catered for the instruction 
and amusement of the people, and some of 
his temperance songs are worthy of general 
acceptance. \Vhatever he publishes has the 
right ring about it, and is well calculated to 
promote the interests of the cans~~ he has truly 
a.t heart. 

SAMUEL CAPPER was born at Manchester, 
October 25th, 1839. His father had been an 
inveterate drunkard, but was reclaimed in the 
year 1838. He took pains to teach his son 
Samuel to shun the public-house as a" pest
house." At the age of twelve years Samuel 
was placed in a Manchester warehouse, and 
shortly after, when in his thirteenth year, 
both parents died, leaving hiru to the care of 
a brother eight years older than himself. This 
brother, finding himself in possession of £1000, 
was led into a fast life, and in a few months 
squandered all his money, sold their home, 
and left Samuel homeless and penniless, except 
for his earnings of about three shillings per 
week. 

The youth had then to suffer considerable 
hardship. He received a rudimentary educa
tion at the "First Day" (i'.e. Sunday) school 
taught by the Society of Friends in Manches
ter. When about fourteen yearsof agehejoined 
a Band of Hope in that town, at the meetings 
of which he made his first attempts at recit
ing and singing. He was heard to recite at 
one of the meetings by the proprietor of a 
music-hall, who tried to induce Samuel to go 
on the stage. The lad consented, but through 
the interference of some of his friends he 
changed bis mind and did not put in an ap
pearance, much to the chagrin of the manager, 
as the disappointment almost created a riot in 
the hall. Mr. Capper made his fir:st temper
ance speech when about eighteen years of age, 
and for about six years took his place as a volun
tary local speaker, going out to address meet
ings after his day's work was done. In 1868 
he became one of the agents of the North of 
Englaud Temperance League, and laboured 
successfully for nearly three years, then went 
out as an independent lecturer, travelling and 
visiting various parts of the United Kingdom. 
He also in 1871, on the invitation of W. S. 
Williams, secretary of the Canada Temperance 
Union, went out to Canada on a lecturing 
tour . 

.After his return home to England he was 
an emigration agent as well as a temperance 
advocate. He was one of those men with iron 
nerves and sufficient assurance to carry them 
anywhere, and succeeded where many abler 
men would have failed; had a good deal of 
push and energy, a tolerably good voice, and 
could squeeze ruany more words into his songs 
than the music allowed for. 

He published and sold numerous editions of 
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a little song-book containing a number of 
pieces set to music which bore his name as 
the author, of which the following is a speci
men, set to the tune "Britannia," or "Red, 
White, and Blue" :-

"Must we bear with these dens of pollution 
That stand, dark, frequent, and full; 
O'er the once happy spots in onr nation 
Those temples of Bacchus are raised; 
Where the mind of the man is degraded, 
And the maiden grows callous to shame~ 
L et us banish this drink from our country, 
And free the poor drunkard and slave." 

If the reader will refer to a poem entitled 
"The Slave" in John Critchley Prince's Hours 
witli the JY!uses (6th edition, p. 216), he will find 
that the seventh stanza, which, undoubtedly, 
is the original of this so-called temperance 
melody, reads thus :-
"Must we bear with those dens of pollution that 

stand, 
Dark, frequent, and full o'er the once pleasant 

land,-
Those temples of Bacchus, where thousands are 

slain 
By the poisonous cup at the altar of gain;
Where the mind of the man is degraded and 

tame, 
Where the cheek of the maiden grows callous to 

shame? 
Let them cease to destroy-let them cease to 

deprave, 
Let us blot out the name of the Drunkard and 

Slave!" 

The object aimed at by those who have 
attempted to provide temperance words to 
popular airs has invariably been to utilize the 
music, in order to make temperance meetings 
interesting and popular by adapting the airs 
of popular songs to words of a more elevating 
and instructive character than the original, and, 
above all, to provide songs with some legiti
mate bearing upon the object of temperance 
societies, Bands of Hope, &c., but certainly not, 
as in the above instance, to take a beautiful 
temperauce stanza and mutilate it to fit a par
ticular tune. Edwin Paxton Hood, James 
Rewcastle, Robert Gray Mason, Thomas Har
rison, Mrs. Dana, Mrs. C. L. Balfour, W. F . 
Wodson, Rev. John Pierpont, Rev. Jabez 
Burns, D.D., Rev. Hobert Maguire, D.D., Rev. 
Dawson Burns, D.D., Rev. J . M . Murphy, 
John Ripley, R. W. Duxbury, John Proctor, 
Thomas Jarratt, G. Blaby, T. H. Evans, W. 
Hoyle (of Manchester), Robert Clough, P. T. 
Winskill, and numerous others have written 

(or adapted) songs for temperance purposes, 
but they were never guilty of such barbarity 
as the above. 

As a temperance reformer we believe Mr. 
Capper was as staunch and true as the best 
of us, and he was anxious to do his utmost 
to further the interests of tbe cause he truly 
loved aud zealously laboured for; but in this 
case he did an injustice to the original author 
which we have felt it necessary to point out. 

Mr. Capper died August 16th, 1887, at the 
early age of forty-six years. 

Of all the agents that the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Ba11d of Hope Union have had none 
has been as skilful in music as MR. W. H . 
WHITEHEAD of Manchester, the talented con
ductor of the Free-Trade Hall and other 
popular temperance aud band of hope fe ti
vals. As agent for the Union, for a number 
of years, he travelled about lectming and 
singing, and he bas been an earnest, active, 
and consistent temperance reformer and advo
cate for over thirty years. 

He could preside over the ponderous organ 
with skill and power, making it almost talk, 
or he could stand in the market- place, and 
gather in the people together by siuging tem
perance and other songs, accompanying him
self on a portable instrument he carried with 
him. By these means he soon brought together 
a meeting, where he talked to the people of the 
ad vantages of total abstinence as compared 
with the evils of drinking alcoholic liquors. He 
travelled some years as much as 20,000 miles, 
and delivered 300 addresses, beside singing 
and playing. There is scarcely a city or town 
from John o'Groat's to Land's End, iu which he 
has not rendered some valuable service to the 
temperance cause. So popular had he become 
that he was invited to visit America and 
Canada, and spent some time there. As to bis 
qualifications as a musician Sir Charles Halle 
testified thus :-

"For many years Mr. W . H. Whitehead has 
been a leading voice in my Manchester choral 
concerts, and afforded me valuable service. 
He possesses specially an extensive knowledge 
of oratorio music, which he renders with re
markable intelligence. As a reader of music 
at first sight few can excel him." 

After retiring from the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Band of Hope Union Mr. Whitehead 
went on as an independent advocate, giving 
temperance and musical lectures and enter
tainments, or "Temperance Evenings," and 



MUSIC AND SONG AS AIDS TO TEMPERANCE. 137 

was in demand more perhaps than any man 
on the platform. He had an easy and homely 
manner, which soon gained for him the atten
tion and esteem of young and old, and few 
wLo heard him but desired to hear him again 
and again. By reason of his varied gifts he 
conld compose both the words and music of 
sterling temperance songs, gra.ve and gay. 

For some time past Mr. Whitehead has 
been very little in Eugland. In recent years 
he has spent most of his energies in America, 
Canada, Australia, &c., and is still engaged in 
the latter country. 

For a number of years MR. PowELL THOMAS, 
a skilful musican and elocutionist, travelled 
the country giving high-class temperance and 
other entertainments. Of his skill and power, 
his earnestness, and devotion to the cause, 
there can be no question, we believe; but 
his entertainments were so superior, and his 
terms so high, that few, except wealthy or 
influential societies engaged liim. In the 
popular sense he was not known to many of 
the temperance societies, aucl was not patron
ized by them as he ought to have been. 

The late DR. H. T. LESLIE, a professor of 
music, was also a talented and most agreeable 
entertainer, an earnest Good Templar, &c., 
who died just as the fame he had achieved 
was beginning to be more widely extended. 

Several of the agents of the various Bn.nd 
of Hope Unions were also gifted in this direc
tion. 

On the lOLb of December, 1872, the officers 
and members of All Souls' Band of Hope, 
Liverpool, presented Mu. ADAM GrnsoN, the 
popular singer of Scotch and temperance 
Lall ads, with a silver- rnonnted glass vessel 
in the shape of a bucket, which was filled 
with marmalade, and accompanied with a 
beautiful silver fruit-knife. The bucket bore 
the following inscription: - "Presented to 
Mr. Adam Gibson by the All Souls' Band of 
Hope, Liverpool, lOth December, 1872." 

Mr. Gibson came to LiYerpool when a youth, 
a,nd in 1836 signed the total abstinence pledge, 
becoming au active worker. He was probably 
one of the oldest commercial travellers on 
the road, and visited the tempera.11ce societies 
singing his quaintly- worded Scotch temper
auce sougs, which were invariably prefaced 
by a well-timed and practical introduction. 
In 1854 a temperance meeting was held in 
Curry's Rooms, Toxteth Park, Liverpool, over 
which the Rev. Francis Bishop prc,sided. Mr. 

GiLson was called upon to sing his ever-popu
lar temperance song "The Bucket," which in
spired Mr. C. P. Melly, who was present, to 
send up a note to the chairman intimating 
the fact, that the singing of that song had so 
impressed him, that he had come to the deter
mination to erect pnblic drinking fountains 
for the benefit of the people of Liverpool.1 
This resolution was cani d into effect, and 
several handsome fou1Jt:1ins were erected in 
different parts of Liverpool at a total cost of 
£500. On the 6th of November, 1861, a mas
sive silver epergne and candelabra, costing 
200 guineas, were presented to Mr. Charles 
Perrie Melly for this philanthropic act, and 
for other acts of kindness to the working
classes. 

The Liverpool Year Boole for 1857 sa.ys:
" One of the most spirited and practical efforts 
ever made to increase our local sanitary ap
pliances has emanated from a private indivi
dual, Mr. C. P . Melly, of this town. Since 
March, 1854, Mr. Melly has erected at his own 
cost numerous drinking-fountains in different 
parts of the town, which afford a constaut 
supply of pure and r freshing water to the 
thirsty wayfarer. The first fountain was 
erected on 3lst Mn.rch, 1854, at the south end 
of Prince's Dock; it was of polished Aberdeen 
grn.nite. In the course of the same year six 
small cast-iron fountn.ins were erected along 
the north end of the dock property. Tl1e co t 
of these latter was, to a certain degree, refund eel 
by the town-council, who promised to erect 
several more, and to maintain a good snpply 
of water to n.11. In neither respect did they 
fulfil their promises; and in the commence
ment of the past year (1856) Mr. ~'.folly de
spaired of seeing the nnmber of fountains 
increased by t11e town-council, and, finding 
from statistics that their usefulness far ex
ceeded his most sanguine expectations, again 
commenced erecting some new ones at his own 
expense. Mr.Macdonald,of Aberdeen,seconded 
him by offering to furnish polished granite 
fonntains, according to Mr. Melly's design, at 
prime cost, without profit to hiruself; and we 
have the pleasure to announce tha.t fourteen 
of these drinki11g fountains have been erected 
in the course of the year. 

"Each fountain bas two galvanized iron 
ladles attached by slight chains to the wall ou 
each side, and is ornamented with a liandsorue 

I Although now eighty years of age, }.fr. Arlam Gibson 
still sings "The Bucket" (October, 1890). 
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bronze head of lion, boy, satyr, or other de
sign, furnished by Messenger and Sons, of 
Birmingham. On the 6th and 7th July (1856) 
the number drinking at different fountains 
along the south eud of the docks exceeded 
two thousand five hundred persons per day at 
each." Other towns were soon blessed with 
these fountains, until they became very popu
lar and numerous. 

He who can write sweet words and give 
expression to ennobling sentiments in verse 
adapted for music, more especially to songs 
which catch the p;i1blic ear and become popu
lar, is not onl a poet, but a public bene
factor. Some ypercritical writers have as
serted that the ternperance movement has not 
yet produced a. gifted poetic genius. Con
sidering their surr•oundings and opportunities, 
we think thatmanyof our temperance rhymers, 
as they are termerd, have been highly gifted, 
and that these wiriters spoke without know
ledge. 

The Rev. John Pierpont,J. G. Whittier, and 
other American te:mperauce poets prove that 
inspiration maY' bee derived from less danger
ous stimulants 1tha.n those containing alcohol. 

As a sample C)f t,he "sweet singers" of tem
perance, in addiitiom to those naUled in other 
chapters, we introiduce to our r aners R. R 
cnapters, we in troiduce to our readers R . R. 
Bealey, a "Racfudia' lttd." 

R. R. BEALE , aiuthor of a little volume of 
Poems and Lyri<Cs entitlad .After Business 
J ottings, waa bo!I'n at Rochdale, February 7th, 
1828. These j ttiings are of various kinds. 
Some are written :iin ordinary English, giving 
tokens of refinetd s1ensibility and a flow of lan
guage, "which,'" saiys The Jfanchester Guard
ian, "must be :ire$8.rded as a gift. Some of 
his most touchinig )Pieces are in the Lancashire 
dialect. "Ea r Bessy • is charming and 
touching." 

Other pi 
"Don't go i " 
been expec 
totaller aa 
founders of 
1 i terary clu 
Southwell, 
a numberp 
original 
donald, 
Tempefa 

1 

this volume, and 
c.,, are just what might have 

ronn such an enthusiastic tee
Btealey. He was one of the 
:MCanchester and Nottingham 
d resided for some time in 

t Sherwoo , Notts. In 1886 
· ze!B were offered for the best 
nme songs by Mr. J. R. Mac
y secretary, Young Men's 
omiation, Liverpool, the first 
a\'iVarded by the adjudicators 
ittten by Mr. Bealey. Un
is own words, his piece was 

"o' but Woven Ea wt," for he died at t 
of fifty-nine years, February 5th, 1887. 

There is something so touchingly ten 
the poem, "My 'Piece' is o' but Woven 
that we are tempted to give it in ful 
specimen of Mr. Bealey's productions: 

"My 'piece' is o' bat woven ea wt; 
My wark is welly done; 

Aw've 'treddled' at it day by day, 
Sin' th' time ut aw begun. 

Aw've sat i' th' loomheawse long eno 
An' made th ' owd shuttle fly; 

An' neaw aw'm fain to stop it off, 
An lay my weyvin' by. 

"Aw dunnot know heaw th' piece is d 
Aw'm fear'd it 's marr'd enoof; 

But th' warp weren't madeo' th' best o 
An' th' weft were nobbut rough. 

Aw've been some bother'd neaw and 
Wi' knots an' breakin's too; 

They 'n hamper'd me so mich at time 
Aw've scarce known what to do. 

"But th' Mester's just; an' well He k 
Ut th' yarn were none so good; 

He winna bate me when He sees 
Aw've done as weel's aw could. 

Aw'se get my wage; aw'm sure o' th 
H e'll g ie me o' that's due, 

A~: maybe, in His t ;other place, 
Soine better wark to do. 

"But then, aw reckon, 'ti n't stuff 
W e'n getten t' put i' th' loom, 

But what we mak on't, good or bad, 
Ut th' credit on t '11 come. 

Some wark i' silk, an' other some 
Ha' cotton i' their gear; 

But silk or cotton matters nowt 
If nobbut th' skill be theer. 

''But now it's nee to th' end o' th' week 
An close to th' reckonin' day; 

Aw'll tak my 'piece' upo' my back 
An' yer what th' Mester '11 say; 

An' if aw nobbut yer his voice 
Pronounce my wark weel done, 

Aw'll straight forget o' th ' trouble pa 
In th' _pleasure ut's begun." 

In the early part of the year 1866 M 
J. HAVART, secretary to the Poland S 
(London) Y ouug Men's Teetotal Society, 
moved to make an effort to raise the char 
of temperance entertainments, and conce 
the idea that campanology might be 
subservient to the ends of teetotalism. Ha 
had some conmection with Mr. Dunca 





THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

bronze head of lion, boy, satyr, or other de
sign, furnished by Messenger and Sons, of 
Birmingham. On the 6th and 7th July (1856) 
the number drinking at different fountains 
along the south eud of the docks exceeded 
two thousand five hundred persons per day at 
each." Other towns were soon blessed with 
these fountains, until they became very popu
lar and numerous. 

He who can write sweet words and give 
expression to ennobling sentiments in verse 
adapted for music, more especially to songs 
which catch the public ear and become popu
lar, is not only a poet, but a public bene
factor. Some hypercritical writers have as
serted that the temperance movement has not 
yet produced a gifted poetic genius. Con
sidering their surroundings and opportunities, 
we think thatmanyof our temperance rhymers, 
as they are termed, have been highly gifted, 
and that these writers spoke without know
ledge. 

The Rev.John Pierpont,J. G. Whittier, and 
other American temperauce poets prove that 
iuspiration may be derived from less danger
ous stimulants than those containing alcohol. 

As a sample of the "sweet singers" of tem
perance, in addition to those named in other 
chapters, we introduce to our readers R. R. 
Bealey, a" Rachda' lad." 

R. R. BEALEY, author of a little volume of 
Poems and Lyrics entitled After Business 
J ottings, was born at Rochdale, February 7th, 
1828. These jottings are of various kinds. 
Some are written in ordinary English, giving 
tokens of refined sensibility and a flow of lan
guage, "which," says The Manchester Gitard
ian, "must be regarded as a gift. Some of 
his most touching pieces are in the Lancashire 
dialect. "Eawr Bessy 11 is charming and 
touching." 

Other pieces followed this volume, and 
"Don't go in," &c., are just what might have 
l>een expected from such an enthusiastic tee
totaller as Mr. Bealey. He was one of the 
founders of the Manchester and Nottingham 
1 iterary clubs, and resided for some time in 
Southwell, and at Sherwood, N otts. In 1886 
a number of prizes were offered for the best 
original temperance songs by Mr. J. R. Mac
donald, honorary secretary, Young Men's 
Temperance Association, Liverpool, the first 
prize, £10, being awarded by the adjudicators 
to the song written by Mr. Bealey. Un
happily, to use his own words, his piece was 

"o' but Woven Ea wt," for he died at the age 
of fifty-nine years, February 5th, 1 87. 

There is something so touchingly tender iu 
the poem," My 'Piece' is o' but Woven Ea wt," 
that we are tern pted to give it in full as a 
specimen of Mr. Bealey's productions:-

"My 'piece' is o' b at woven ea wt; 
My wark is welly done; 

Aw've 'treddled' at it day by day, 
Sin' th' time ut aw begun. 

Aw've sat i' th' loornheawse long enoof, 
An' made th' owd shuttle fly; 

An' neaw aw'm fain to stop it off, 
An lay my weyvin' by. 

"Aw dunnot know heaw th' piece is done, 
Aw'm fear'd it's marr'd enoof; 

But th' warp weren't madeo' th' best o' yarn, 
An' th' weft were nobbut rough. 

Aw've been some bother'd neaw and then 
Wi' knots an' breakin's too; 

They'n hamper'd me so mich at times, 
Aw've scarce known what to do. 

"But th' Mester's just; an' well He knows 
Ut th' yarn were none so good; 

He winna bate me when He sees 
Aw've done as weel's aw could. 

Aw'se get my wage; aw'm sure o' that; 
He'll gie me o' that's due, 

An' maybe, in His t 'other place, 
Some better wark to do. 

"But then, aw reckon, ' tisn't stuff 
W e'n getten t' put i' th' loom, 

But what we mak on't, good or bad, 
Ut th' credit on't '11 come. 

Some wark i' silk, an' other some 
Ha' cotton i' their gear; 

But silk or cotton matters nowt 
If nobbut th' skill be theer. 

''But now it's nee to th' end o' th' week, 
An close to th' reckonin' day; 

Aw'll tak my 'piece' upo' my back 
An' yer what th ' Mester '11 say; 

An' if aw nobbut yer his voice 
Pronounce my wark weel done, 

Aw'll straight forget o' th' trouble pJ.st, 
In th' pleasure ut's begun." 

In the early part of the year 1866 M:R. C. 
J. RAV.ART, secretary to the Poland 3treet 
(London) Young Men's Teetotal Society, felt 
moved to make an effort to raise the character 
of temperance entertainments, and conceived 
the idea that campanology might be made 
subservient to the ends of teetotalism. Eaving 
had some connection with Mr. Duncan S. 
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Miller, who from boyhood had made hand
bell ringing a hobby, a11d having a love for 
the art himself, Mr. Havart sought bis friend's 
assistance, and a band was formed in connec
tion with the society. They commenced with 
a peal of ten bells, and after some reorgani
zation of the members they increased the 
number of bells to seventeen. On Saturday, 
March 24, 1866, the Poland Street Hand
bell Ringers made their first public ap
pearance under the auspices of the Rev. G. 
M. Murphy and Mr. Samuel Morley, M.P., 
who presided. Encouraged by their success 
they continued their efforts, became more and 
more proficient, and increased the number of 
their bells to something over seventy. In April, 
J 70, they made their first appearance (by 
command) before her majesty the queen and 
members of the royal family at Osborne 
House, Isle of Wight. Since that time they 
have made several appearances before mem
bers of the royal family, and are therefore justly 
termed the "Royal Poland Street Hand bell 
Ringers." In their entertainments they vary 
the performances with songs, readings, &c., 
and do not fail to let their temperance prin
ciples be known. They have visited almost 
every town in England, many parts of Scot
land, Wales, Ireland, Holland, the Channel 
I slands, and in 1882 they spent some time in 
America and Canada. Two members of the 

band seceded, and with others formed the 
Royal Osborne Temperance Hand bell Ringers, 
under the leadership of Mr. W. Kingsley, and 
they also were remarkably successful. Other 
bands were organized in the metropolis and 
in the provinces, all of whom did a good work 
in improving the musical character of tem
perance entertainments, and in giving them 
greater moral value. 

As long as they and other entertainers made 
temperance the leading feature of their pro
grammes, they were welcomed and patronized 
by the temperance societies; but when they 
lowered the standard, and succumbed to ex
pediency, or catered specially for the modern 
moderation temperance societies, then they 
lost their hold of their old patrons. They 
were seldom heard where once they were very 
popular. 

Experience has proved that by the aid of 
music temperance meetings can be made very 
attractive. Those societies, therefore, which 
make this matter a study, and see that the 
chief object-educational temperance effort
is happily blended with music, song, and 
speech, can ensure an audience at their weekly 
meetings without a break for a long series of 
years. And in this way many are r eclaimed, 
the new disciple encouraged, stimulated, and 
strengthened, if not inspired to grander 
achievements. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

LONG AND SHORT PLEDGE CONTROVERSY-WORK OF THE 

METROPOLITAN SOCIETIES-WORLD'S CONVENTION, &c.-1839-1846. 

Prize Essays, New British and Foreign Temperance Society-Bacchus and Anti-Bacchus-Rev. Jabez 
Burns-Commencement of the Long aud Short Pledge Controversy-Action of ew British and Foreign 
Temperance Society-Protests-Dr. Burns' Reasons-American Pledge-Requisition-Meeting of 
Delegates-Discussions and Resolutions-Secessions-Formation of British and Foreign Suppression 
Society-Regulations-Annual Meetings of the Two Societies-Great Demonstration-Monster Meeting 
in Exeter Hall - 1\Ietropolitan Total Abstinence Association Instituted- ational 'l'emperance Society
Retirement of Earl Stanhope-1\Iingaye Syder's Publications-Soldiers' Rations-G. W. Alexander
G. W. Reynolds' Publications-Standard Theatre Meetings-Finsbury Temperance Hall-Whit-Monday 
Procession-Annual Meeting, _ ational Temperance Society-Tenth Conference, British Temperance 
League-Resolution on the Liquor Traffic-G. S. Kenrick-Central Temperance Association-T. A. 
Smith-E. Tackley-B. Rotch-William Rains-Rev. W. Horsell-The Metropolitan Domestic Mission
Annual Meeting, National Temperance Society, 1845-Fourth Annual Report-Several other large meet
ings held-National Temperance ..ilfa_qazine-·world's Temperance Convention -Papers Read, &c. &c.
Address to "Wesleyan Conference-Prominent Visitors-Peter Burne's Teetotaller's Companion-J. H. 
Blades of West Bromwich. 

In 1838 the New British and Foreign Tem
perance Society offered a premium of £100 for 
the begt essay on "The Benefits of Total Ab
stinence from all Intoxicatli1g Drinks." The 
adjudicators were Rev.Theodore Drury, M .A., 
rector of Keighley, Yorkshire; Rev. J . H. 
Hinton, M.A.; and Mr. J . E. Howard. The 
writer of the essay to which the first prize was 
awarded, that bearing the motto "Bacchus," 
was found to be Dr. Ralph Barnes Grindrod 
of Manchester, the able and popular exponent 
of total abstinence principles in that town, 
and the writer of the second prize essay was 
the Rev. Benjamin Parsons, Congregational 
minister of Ebley. The adjudicators were 
not quite unanimous in their decision, as Mr. 
Drury and Mr. Howard decided in favour 
of Bacchus, while Mr. Hinton favoured Mr. 
Parsons' essay Anti-BacchitS. There were 
twenty competitors for the prize, so that the 
adjudicators had no simple task assigned 
to them, and the prizes were gained by merit. 
The prize essay Bacc!ius was published imme
diately after the award had been made in 
1839. A London publisher purchased the whole 
of the first ed ition, and a second was issued 
very shortly afterwards. The work was very 
favourably reviewed by the magazines and 
newspapers, and was also pn blished in Ame
rica. The American edition was edited by Dr. 
Charles A. Lee, professor of medicine, New 

York, who added to it numerous valuable medi
cal notes. Dr. Grindrod received no pecuni
ary compensation for this edition, but Union 
College, New York, conferred upon him the 
<legree of LL.D., which was forwarded to him 
with a complimentary note through Mr. Eve
rett, then ambassador in London-the state
ment being made at the time that this college 
never conferred degrees of honour except 
under very rare circumstances, and as a mark 
of distinguished merit. The third edition of 
this essay, publi hed in 1851, contained an in
troduction by the author, in which he stated 
that the entire proceeds of its past sale, in
cluding the premium awarded by the adjudi
cators, had been devoted to the extension of 
the principles which the essay sought to incul
cate. The second prize essay, Anti-Bacchus, 
was published in 1840 and had a large sale. 

During the year 1839 the Rev. Jabez Burns 
was placed upon the executive of the New Bri
tish and Foreign Temperance Society, and 
Lefore its close he became editor of the society's 
Journal, which was a weekly publication of 
great merit. During the summer of 1839 a 
11umber of important meetings were held in 
Mr. Burns' chapel, and weekly meetings in 
tLe school-room. In December, 1839, Mr. 
Burns commenced an annual series of ser
mons to teetotallers, which he continued with
out interruption nntil his death, and from 
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that period to the present the series has been 
continued by his son, Rev. Dawson Bums, 
D.D. . 

Up to the year 1839 the New British and 
Foreign Temperance Society had two pledges, 
the long and the short, the one including the 
"neither give nor offer clause," and the other 
without this. It was the short pledge that 
Earl Stanhope, president of the socie.ty, had 
signed when waited upon by desire by Rev. 
James Sherman, Mr. Blakely, and Mr. John 
Meredith, secretary, in May, 1837. In March, 
1839, a majority of the committee had de
cided to adopt the American pledge, instead 
of the two original ones. In the meantime, 
the different auxiliaries were each holding 
meetings and rauging themselves on one side 
or the other. At a meeting of the City of 
London auxiliary, held at 12 Liverpool Street, 
April 19th, 1839, resolutions were unanimou, ly 
passed regretting the action of the committee; 
approving of the short pledge only as a 
condition of membership, contlemning the 
"arbitrary action" of the committee, aud pro
testing against "that secession which, by a 
majority of ONE, is now unhappily approveJ 
in the central committee," adding that in the 
words of their enlightened president, they 
would "gladly co-operate with any, be tliey few 
01· many, who adhere to the original and f1m
damental principle." 

A formal protest, signed by John Burtt, 
John Giles, Henry Freeman, and William 
Ball, was duly handed in to the otficials of the 
parent society, as also similar protests from the 
Tower Hamlets, Eastern Auxiliary, and from 
Earl Stanhope. The Rev. J abez Burns, D.D., 
took the lead on the other side, and published 
in the JoU?·nal of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society (1839, p. 204), reasons for 
taking the course he did, stating: "That the 
presence of these drinks on our tables and 
in our dwellings, is giving unholy quarter to 
the greatest curse that ever blighted the hap
piness of man, from the time of the fall to the 
present hour. Aud that we therefore cannot 
any more do this, than we would allow the 
pestiferous atmosphere of plague or fever to 
remain in our houses, when we have in our 
hands the power of fumigation, and the means 
of producing a safe and healthy atmosphere. 
Thf!,t it is not desirable we should keep in
toxicating drinks in our houses as medicines, 
seeing it would be much safer, in cases of real 
illness, to have the advice anJ prescription of 

a medical man, especially when we remember 
that there are some cases when the use of 
spirits and wine as medicines would be ex
tremely injudicious, and might be productive 
of the most serious consequences." 

That there may be no difficulty in under
standing the true position of affairs at this 
crisis, we here give a copy of the American 
pledge:-

" We, the undersigned, do agree, that we 
will not use intoxicating liquors as a beverage, 
nor traffic in them; that we will not provide 
them as an article of entertainment, or for 
persons in our eruployruent ; and that, in all 
suitable ways, we will discountenance their 
use throughout the community." 

All this was embodied in the pledge of the 
British Temperance Association (now League) 
as early as 1835. The mere phraseology, 
therefore, may be said to be all that was 
American in this pledge; but many of the 
rnetropolit:i.n societies would not adopt this 
"neither give nor offer to others" clause, and 
the quarrel soon began to assume a personal 
aspect, the victims beiug Messrs. William 
Janson, treasurer, aud John Meredith, secre
tary, of the New British and Foreign Tem
perance Society. A requisition was drawn up, 
signeJ and acldress cl:-

"To the Meeting of Delegate. , intended to 
be held in London, in May, 1839, as repre
senting the various Societies acting on the 
principle of Total Abstinence from all intoxi
cating liquors in Great Britain and Ireland." 

This requisition urged upon the delegates 
the exercise of such constitutional measmes 
as will effectually relieve William Janson 
from his duties as treasurer, aud John Mere
dith from bis duties as secretary, of the New 
British and Foreign Temperance Society. 

No other reason was given thau that they 
believed the retirement of these gentlemen 
would be advantageo_us to the cause. 

This requisition was signed by twenty-three 
official members of eleven of the London aux
iliary societies, and certain others, viz.:-

William Oxley, M.D., President of the Hackney 
Society. 

S. M. Gilbert, Treasurer of the City Central and 
North of London Association. 

"William Best, ! 
J. W. Green, Secretaries of ditto. 
H. N. Rickman, 
John Burtt, Secretary of the City of London 

Auxiliary. 
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R. G. Ibbett, R egistrar of the City of London 
Auxiliary. 

John Perkins, Treasurer of Bloomsbury Branch. 
George Aubrey, Treasurer of the Farringdon 

Branch. 
E. Chivers, I Secretaries of the East London 
James Simons, ~ Auxiliary. 
James Sholl, R egistrar of the East London Aux

iliary. 
Thomas Hockings, Secretary of the Southwark 

Branch of the South L ondon Association. 
John Giles, Secretary of the East L ondon Aux

iliary. 
Richard Whitehouse, Treasurer of the Hackney 

Branch. 
William Hunt, Secretary of ditto. 
\Valter W atkins, Treasurer of the Spitalfields 

Society. 
H enry Quelch, Treasurer of the South L ondon 

Auxiliary. 
R obert Clarke, Secretary of ditto. 
William Gould, Treasurer of the Vauxhall Branch. 
J. Chapman, Treasurer of the Walworth Branch. 
E. P ooley, Secretary of the Clapham Branch; and 

others. 

The annual meeting of delegates was held 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the 
Strand, London, on May l 7th and 18th, 1839, 
when Mr. E. C. Delavan, Rev. N. S. Bernau, 
D.D., and Rev. W. P atton, D.D., attended as 
a deputation from the American Temperance 
Society, and addressed the meeting on the 
17th. 

The following is a list of the delegates pre-
seu t and the places represented:-

Andrew, John, Leeds. 
Baker, Rev. Wm. Richard, Shepton-lVIallett. 
Beman, R ev. N. S., D.D., America. 
Bonamy, George, Arundel. 
Brown, George J ohn. 
Brown, G., Carville, Newcastle. 
Charlton, George, N ewcastle-on-Tyne. 
Christy, James, Chelmsford. 
Gluer, J ohn, Cockermouth. 
Colman, J oseph, Fakenham. 
D elavan, Edward C., America. 
Doeg, David, East London. 
Drewett, William, Luton. 
Dunlop, John, Scottish Union. 
Dunn, Thomas, East Londo:::i. 
Early, John, Witney. 
Eaton, Joseph, Bri. t ol. 
Edwards, Rev. J., Brighton. 
Freeman, H., City of London. 
Fullagar, Thomas, Trowbridge. 
Green, J. W., London. 
Green. James, Chelmsford. 

Greig, G., Northern Convention. 
Grubb, Edward, British Temp. Association. 
H arding, J., Southampton. 
Harris, J., Falmouth. 
Harris, J ., St. Albans. 
H olker, R alph, Liverpool. 
Inwards, William, W est London. 
Inwards, J abez, H oughton Regis. 
Leslie, Rev. J. R., Ireland. 
Marriage, Francis, Chelmsford. 
M'Curdy, R obert, Belfast. 
M eredith, J. B., J unr., South London 
M'Lean, J., Edinburgh. 
Nunn, Samuel, Stratford. 
Patton, Rev. W ., D.D., America. 
Priestman, Jonathan, Northern Convention. 
Raine, T., City of London. 
Read, Charles, Southampton. 
Small, \Villiam, Boston. 
Stockman, J., Castle-Carey. 
Straines, Stephen, Stratford. 
Townley, J., N orth London. 
W ales, J ohn, H orncastle. 
Webb, Richard, Dublin. 
Whittaker, Thomas, Blackburn. 
Williams, J., West L ondon. 
Willis, J., Dunstable. 
Wilson, J., South London. 
Wood, J ohn, Barnsley. 

The followin g members of the committee 
of the parent society were also present:-

Ball, William. 
Barrett, Richard. 
Best, William 
Burtt, J ohn. 
Gilbert, S. M. 
Giles, J ohn. 
Glass, Joseph. 
Grosgean, Frederick. 
Hudson, John. 

J anson, William, J unr. 
Meredith, John. 
Oxley, William, M.D. 
Perkins, J. 
Sounes, William. 
Stevens, J ohn. 
Stevenson, J ohn. 
Taylor, Charles. 

Mr. John Dunlop presided, and the meeting 
was addressed by Mr. E. C. Delavan, Rev. Dr. 
Beman, and Rev. Dr. Patton, as a deputatio11 
from America. On the consideration of the re
vised rules of the society the Rev. W.R. Baker 
of Shepton-Mallett moved the adoption of the 
fourth rule, namely, that the American pledge 
should henceforth be the pledge of the so
ciety, Mr. Baker expressing his dissatisfaction 
with the two existing pledges of the society, 
contending that the short pledge did not in 
his opinion go far enough; the long pledge had 
much that was objectionable in its form; 
whilst he thought the American pledge was 
free from all objection, and therefore moved 
that it be adopted. 
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This motion was seconded by Mr. J ohn 
Meredith and very warmly discussed, when 
a member proposed that for the sake of unity 
the short pledge and the American pledge be 
combined in one, and it was submitted to the 
meeting in the following terms:-

" We agree not to traffic in any kinds of in
toxicating liquors, nor to give them to others, 
nor to use them ourselves as beverages, except 
medicinally and under medical advice (when 
it can be obtained), or in the case of sacra.
mental wine; and that in all suitable ways 
we will discountenance their use throughout 
the community." 

On the vote being taken there were 33 for 
this united pledge, and 27 for the American 
alone. On the evening of the same day a 
meeting of members was held at the Crown 
and Anchor, when Dr. Oxley presided, and a 
vote was taken on the pledge question, the 
result being 337 for the two pledges, 256 for 
the American ple<lge. 

Next morning the delegates reassembled, 
and Mr. Delavan requested them to recon
sider their decision of the previous evening, 
but, as many of the delegates had left with the 
understanding that the question was decided, 
it was thought that it ought not to be recon
sidered. Nevertheless, a vote was taken, and 
the vote of the previous day confirmed ; upon 
which W. Janson, John Meredith, and others 
who had advocated the exclusive adoption of 
the American pledge, "refused to take any 
further part in the proceedings, and signified 
their intention to form another society. The 
delegates then proceeded with the business 
and appointed the officers and committee for 
the ensuing year" (Freeman's History of the 
Pledge Question). 

On the 2lst of May, 1839, the annual meet
ing of the New British and Foreign Temper
ance Society was held in the large room of 
Exeter Hall, Earl Stanhope in the chair. In 
his opening speech the noble chairman made 
some reference to the pledge, and declared 
that he would not adopt the American pledge 
himself, and therefore he could not recommend 
it to others; and if the meeting decided in 
favour of the American pledge he should re
tire from the office of president, and join him
self with those who took the short pledge, be 
they many or few. After addresses from Dr. 
Patton, Dr. Beman, and Mr. E. C. Delavan, 
the Rev. J abez Burns moved a resolution in 
favour of the adoption of the "long pledge" 

as the only pledge of the society. "This was 
the signal for a scene of disorder which baffles 
all description. The noble earl called the 
speaker to order; the secretary rose to explain. 
Dr. Oxley attempted to speak; no one could 
be heard. At length Mr. Edward Grubb was 
called for, who came forward amidst loud 
cheers and much confusion. He said, 'My 
lord, I still insi::;t upon my right to be heard . 
I shall stand here to the close of this meeting, 
or till your lordship vacates the chair, unless 
that right is conceded. There shall be no 
more speaking in this hall until I have had 
fair play'" (Hart's 'lhtth Unfolded, p. 38). 
He was then heard at some length, and con
cluded by moving the adoption of the Ameri
can pledge, the motion being seconded by Mr. 
George Greig of Leeds, followed by Messrs. 
Grosgean and Janson and several others awid 
loud cries of "Divide, divide." Earl Stanhope 
vacated the chair and retired, attended by 
several friends, when a vote of thanks was 
put and carried amiJst the clapping of hands 
and waving of hats and handkerchiefs (Jour
nal of New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, 1839, p. 183). It being necessary to 
elect another chairman Mr. Dela van was asked, 
but declined; Mr. Lawrence Heyworth ac
cepted, but failed; and eventually Mr. John 
Dunlop succeeded in getting the meeting into 
order, when the motion for the adoption of 
the American pledge was put to the meeting 
and declared carried by a large majority. The 
following committee and officers were then ap
pointed :-Committee-Messrs. Richard Bar
rett, Jabez Burns, T. H. Ellis, Joseph Glass, 
F. Grosgean, T. Hudson, J . Hull, W . Soane, 
John Stevens, John Stevenson, -- Roe, 
-- Pulsford: Mr. William Janson, trea
surer; and Mr. John Meredith, secretary. 
Vigorous efforts were made to raise funds, 
and £1000 having been made up, Messrs. J obn 
Cassell, Thomas Allen Smith, Thomas Whit
taker, W. Scott, and John Cluer were en
gaged as agents. 

The advocates of the short pledge resolved 
to start another society, and on the lOth of 
June, 1839, a meeting was held in the Friends' 
Meeting House, Bishopsgate, London, over 
which Earl Stanhope presided, when it was 
agreed to form a society under the designation 
of "The British and Foreign Society for the 
Suppression of Intemperance." The follow
ing were the officers and committee elected:
President-The Right Hon. Earl Stanhope. 
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Vice-president - Rev. J. Pye Smith, D.D. 
Treasurer- William Oxley, M.D. Hono
rary secretaries-Rev. William Ball, John 
Burtt. Executive committee-\V. Best, R. 
Clarke, J. P. Dodd, D. Doeg, T. Dunn, H. 
Freeman, S. M. Gilbert, J. W. Green, Rev. 
Mr. Grundy, J. Hale, C. Harry, T. Hockings, 
Rev. G. Moyll, J. Perkius, T. Raine, H. N. 
Rickman, C. Taylor, R. Whitehouse, Rev. J. 
Woodward. 

The South Londou, the City and North 
London, and other auxiliaries, immediately 
joined this new society, and Tile lntelligencei· 
became its organ. A code of regulations was 
issued, the following being the most note
worthy:-

" 9. 'l'hat any member of the executive com
mittee who shall absent himself from the meetings 
of the committee for three months consecutively 
without giving previous notice, or adducing a satis
factory reason for such absence, shall thereby 
vacate his seat, which the committee shall fill up. 
And should any officer or member of the executive 
committee commit such a breach of the moral law 
as, in the opinion of three-fourths of the entire 
committee, may render his dismissal necessary, it 
shall be lawful for them to dismiss him accordingly, 
and to fill up the vacancy so occasioned. 

"13. 'l'hat every auxiliary of this society, con
taining from one hundr d to five hundred mem
bers, may send to the delegates' meeting one repre
sentative; if containing from five hundred to one 
thousand members two representatives; and if up
wards of one thousand members three representa
tives. 'l'he documents authorizing and appointing 
the delegates to be duly signed on behalf of the 
committee appointing them, and to be forwarded 
to the secretaries at least fourteen days before the 
delegates' meeting." 

The constitution adopted provided "that 
this society shall consist of persons who may 
sign a declarntion of abstinence from all in
toxicating liquors except medicinally or in a 
religious ordinance," but it omitted the clause 
relative to " making, selling, or offering to 
others." 

The society's office was at 90 Bartholomew 
Close, and afterwards at 12 Paternoster Row, 
the publishing depot of Mr. J. Pasco. During 
the first year's operations Messrs. L. H. Leighs, 
T. Dalton, W. Hunt, J. M'Carthy, and Wil
liam Biscombe were employed as agents. It 
had 56 auxiliaries, with about 20,000 mem hers, 
of whom 2000 were reporLed as reformed 
drunkards. The expenditure for the year 
was £;324. 

The REv. WILLIAM BALL, one of the hono
rary secretaries of the "British aud Foreign 
Society for the Suppression of Intemperance," 
was a Baptist minister, and is said to have 
been the :first Christian minister in London 
who became identified with the total absti
nence movement. 

Ou the 7th of December, 1839, the two 
honorary secretaries of the New British and 
Foreign Temperance Society, Messrs. John 
Meredith au<l John Dunlop, resigned, and the 
Rev. William Richard Baker was appointed 
secretary, Mr. William Janson president, and 
Messrs. John Dunlop, Lawrence Hey worth, 
John Higginbottom, and R. W alkdeu vice
presideuts. 

During the course of this year a scheme was 
set on foot to form a "British and Foreign 
School for Orphans of Members of Temper
ance Societies," the objects being :-" lst, To 
provide subsistence, abode, clothes, aucl edu
cation; 2d, To apprentice them to some trade, 
or to procme situations or employment, where
by they might be enabled to obtain a liveli
hood; 3d, To superintend and protect as much 
as possible their interests until they arrive at 
the age of maturity" (Journal of New British 
and Fore~<pi Temperance Society, 1839, p. 216). 

Admirable as this plan was, it does not seem 
to have been put into practical operation until 
taken up at a later period by the Independent 
Order of Good Tern plars. 

The close of the year 1839 witnessed the 
existence in London of two geueral, or semi
national societies based upon the principles of 
total aLstinence from all intoxicating liquors, 
an<l the original British and Foreign Temper
ance Society, which still adhered to the old 
moderation principle, but its power was gone, 
and the society was rapidly dwindliug away, 
the work being better done by the higher and 
more consistent and effectual priuciple of t e
totalism. 

On the 15th of May, 1840, the New British 
and Foreign Temperance Society convened a 
meeting of delegates at the Scientific Institu
tion, Aldersgate Street, London, for the p r
pose of revising the rules and electing offic rn 
for the ensuing year. 

As it will interest some of our readers to 
know the exact position some of their friends 
took at this particular crisis in the movemei:t, 
we give the names of those who were prese!lt 
on these important occasions, as far as ava]
able records will permit. 
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The following wereprese11tat this meeting:
Executi ve committee-Mr. William Janson, 

president; Mr. J. Hull, vice-president; Mr. 
Richard Barrett, Rev. Jabez Burns, Mr. John 
Dunlop, Mr. T. H. Ellis, Mr. John Meredith, 
Rev. C. H. Roe, Mr. W. Sounes, Mr. J. 
Stevenson. Delegates- South London Auxili
ary, Mr. T. Connor, Mr. S. Meredith; Stafford, 
Messrs. William Taylor and S. Catton; North 
London Auxiliary, Messrs.Jameson and Hart; 
Marylebone, Messrs. F. Grosgean and Bowron; 
Brentwood, Dr. Lovell; Dunstable, Mr. J. 
Potter; Exeter, Mr. Thomas Allen Smith; 
North Bucks Association, Messrs. G. Osborne 
and W. A. Harris; East London, Messrs. J. 
Scott and J. Hinckley; Isle of Thauet, Mr. W. 
H. Hobbs; Horncastle, Mr. J. vVales; Ips
wich, Messrs. R. D. Alexander and G. R. Gill; 
Briston, ~ orfolk, Mr. J. Hill; Buckingham, 
Mr. Jabez Iuwards and Rev. W. Horsell; 
Fakenham, Mr. J. Colman; Chelmsford, Mr. 
James Green and Mr.JamesChristy; ·Windsor, 
{r. Robert Goodwin; South Rants, Messrs. 

.Joseph Clarke and Ja,mes Withers; Bath, 
Rev. T. Spencer and Mr. J. S. Cotterell; 
St.oke-upou-Trent, Mr. John Cassell; Luton, 
Mr. R. Howe; Norwich, Mr. Norton; Ux
bridge, Mr. Robius; West T ... ondon, Messrs. 
Balfour aud Fullager. Visitors - Rev. T. 
Matthews, Boston; Rev. J. Spong, Yardley; 
Rev. Francis Bear<lsall, Manchester; fr. 
George Greig, Leeds ; Mr. Joseph Eaton, 
Bristol; Mr. Head, Marylebone; Mr. Willis, 
Dunstable; Mr. G. S. Kendrick, Varteg; Mr. 
William In wards, London; Mr. Grey, Mr. 
Harding, Messrs. Srneeton, Cluer, Whittaker, 
and Scott, agents. 

By nnanimous vote Mr .. John Dnnlop was 
elected chairman, and the Rev. W. R. Baker 
conducted the devotional exercises. The meet
ing was characterized by the greatest possible 
unanimity and a ready despatch of important 
lrnsiness. 

After the conclusion of the delegates' meet
ing the fourth annual public meeting of the 
society was held in Exeter Hall, when the 
report was presented showing good work done 
at an expenditure of £2042, l 7s. 2~d. The 
speeches on this occasion are said to have been 
"remarkably good," and the collection realized 
£44, 6s. 8d. 

On the lOth of May, 1840, the British and 
Foreign Society for the Suppression of In
temperance, commonly termed the "Suppres
sion Society," commenced the celebration of 
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its first anniversary by a sermon preached in 
Little Prescott Street Chapel by the Rev. 
Charles Stovel; on Monday, llth, a public 
meeting was held in the Rev. Charles Hyatt' ~ 

Chapel, High Street, Shad well, over which 
Mr. Ja.mes Spence presided; on Tnesclay, 
12th, a public meeting in Zion Chapel, Water
loo Roa.cl; ancl another public meeting on 
Wednesday, 13th, in Finsbury Chapel, Moor
fields, over which Mr. G. W , Alexander pre
sided; on Thursday morning, May 14th, a 
meeting of delegates was held at Anderton's 
Hotel, Fleet Street, London, when the Rev. 
Cha.des Stovel presided. 

An abstract report of the opera.tions of the 
society from its formation in J uue, 1839, was 
read at the public meeting in the evening, 
held in Exeter Hall, and presided over by 
Earl Stanhope, president, which gave details 
of the work done and the success of those 
operations. This report also stated that several 
important additions had been made to the list 
of vice-presidents of the society, inclnding 
Sir Cnlling Eardley Smith, Bart.; Mr. James 
Spence; Mr. G. W. Alexander; the Rev. T. 
Clowes, A.M., minister of St. Mary's, Great 
Yarmouth; the Rev. Theodore Drury, A. L, 
vicar of Keighley; the Rev. Theobald Mathew, 
of Cork; and the Rev. J. F. Witty, minister 
of St. John's Episcopal Chapel, London Roa.d. 

Dr. Oxley, as treasurer, reported that the 
Soeiety was in arrears £1 i2, 5s. 4d. The 
meeting was afterwards addressed by the 
H.evs. J. F. Witty, Ebenezer Proutt, Charles 
Stovel, Dr. E. Andrews, and G. Evans, also 
by Mr. Robert M'Curdy of Belfast, and Mr. 
William Biscom be, agent. The collection 
amounted to £49, 6s. 3cl. 

At the close of July, 1840, Mr. Burtt re
signed the office of corresponding secretary, 
Mr. Henry Freeman became travelling and 
financial secretary, and Mr. J. W. Greell 
assistant secretary. Froru the end of this year 
the British and Foreign Temperance lntel
ligencer became the property of the Suppres
sion Society, and so continued through the 
reruaining two years of the society's existence. 

A monster procession of the Metropolitan 
Temperance Societies was held on Whit-Mon
da.y, June 8th, 1840, when the two parent so
cieties were united in the effort. After much 
deliberation the procession committee agreed, 
"that the two societies unite in one gene'ral 
procession, but that as the arrangements of 
each society were nearly completed, it was 

27 
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desirable that each society should remain 
entire, at the same time uniting in one general 
line; " and also "that the order of precedence 
as to the two societies should be determined 
by ballot, or that the procession committee of 
the New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society make its own choice of situation, if that 
course should be preferred by them." 

Amongst the societies taking part in this 
demonstration were the recently organized 
Roman Catholic Temperance Societies with 
over 2500 members. 

It was reported that this procession was 
fully three miles in length, and that it took 
nearly two hours in passing Charing Cross; 
that the number of members on foot, in car
riages, vans, and on horseback, amounted to 
between ten and twelve thousand. While it 
was, no doubt, very interesting and imposing, 
and tended to add to the membership of the 
societies, it also involved many of the local 
societies in heavy debt, from which some of 
them never recovered. This is one of the 
greatest draw backs to these public demonstra
tions. 

On the 6th of July, 1840, the New British 
and Foreign Temperance Society held a 
meeting in Exeter Hall, London, which was 
crammed in every part, hundreds being un
able to gain admission. Daniel O'Connell, 
M.P., was the chief attraction, but the 
meeting was also addressed by a number 
of gentlemen from the United States, viz. 
the Rev. Elon Galusha of New York; Rev. 
C. P. Grosvenor of Massachusetts; William 
Lloyd Garrison, the great anti-slavery agi
tator; and Mr. N. Rodgers, supported by 
Mr. George Thompson, the famous English 
advocate of freedom; Mr. George Greig of 
Leeds, Rev. J abez Burns, Rev. J. F. Witty, 
and Mr. Thomas Whittaker, the chair being 
occupied by Mr. R. Walkden. 

The annual meeting of the "British and 
Foreign Society for the Suppression of Intem
perance" was held in Exeter Hall, May 5th, 
1841, under the presidency of Earl Stanhope, 
when it was reported that "the number of 
aux]iariesand of reformed drunkards had been 
doubled." The balance-sheet, however, showed 
a deficiency of £346, 3s. 5d. in the income 
during the year, which is hardly compatible 
with so great a show of success. Either the 
auxiliaries had been very small and poor, or 
the subscription list bad been very much 
diminished. '.The public meeting was addressed 

by the Rev. G. B. M'Donald, Rev. James 
Sherman, Rev. C. Stovel, M:r. J. S. Bucking
ham, M.P., and Mr. R. Walkden. It was 
proposed that efforts be ma,de to effect a union 
with the New British and Foreign Temper
ance Society, but the proposal was rejected, 
the feeling still being very strong against the 
adoption of the "long pledge." 

Renewed efforts were made at a delegate 
meeting held at Anderton's Hotel, Fleet 
Street, London, May l 7th, 1842, when it was 
thought that it would be best at once to form 
a new society, aud, after a long discussion, in 
which the Rev. Charles Stovel, Messrs. Samuel 
Bowly, Joseph Eaton, Nathaniel Card, Robert 
Warner, William Richard Baker and others 
took part, it was moved by Mr. Josiah Hunt 
of Almondsbury, and seconded by Mr. Joseph 
Sturge of Birmingham:-" That it is tbe 
sense of this meeting that the best mode of 
putting an end to the discus ion that has 
existed between the New British and Foreigu 
Temperance Society and the British and 
Foreign Society for the Suppression of In
temperance, is to form a new society, to be 
named TrrE BRITISH AND FOREIGN UNITED 
'l'OTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY, the objects of 
which shall be to support and extend tbe 
principle of total abstinence from all intoxi
cating drinks, without committing itself to 
any form of pledge, but recoguizing all total 
abstine ce societies, whatever form of pledge 
they may think proper to adopt." 

Moved by Mr. Nathaniel Card of Man
chester, and seconded by Mr. J. W eblen of 
Guildford:-"That Messrs. Bowly, Eaton, and 
Warner (with power to add to their number) 
be a provisional committee to prepare a pro
spectus of the society now proposed, and to 
summon a general meeting of the friends of 
total abstinence for the purpose of considering 
the plan, and choosiug an executive committee 
in accordance with the first resolution." 

Moved by Mr. Robert Warner of London, 
a,nd seconded by Mr. A. Wood of Dublin :
"That should the aforesaid executive body be 
formed, and the two societies, or either of the 
two societies named in the first resolution, 
agree to unite with the new society, or qis
solve themselves, in such case the members 
now present resolve to exert themselves to 
discharge the existing debt of either or of 
both such societies." 

From reports presented at the next annual 
meetings of the two societies, it was evident 
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that both were in an unsatisfactory position 
financially. The balance-sheet of the New 
British and Foreign Temperance Society 
showed a debt of £542, 14s. lld. due to the 
treasurer (Mr. W. Janson); and the Suppres
sion Society was indebted to its treasurer 
(Dr. Oxley) in the sum of £527, lls. 

At a meeting held in the Literary Institu
tion, Aldersgate Street, June 22d, 1842, over 
which Mr. F. Grosgean presided, the first 
active step was taken in accordance with the 
aforesaid resolutions in the formation of the 
METROPOLITAN TOTAL ABSTINENCE ASSOCIA
TION, which was inten<led to be an integral 
part of the proposed united society. Its object 
was stated to be to "extend the principle of 
total abstinence from a.11 intoxicating drinks 
as widely as possible throughout the metro. 
polis and \'icinity." 

London was to be divided into five districts, 
each district to be managed by a committee, 
with one representative to the general com
mittee. It was to consist of persons who 
signed a pledge of total abstinence, and who 
contributed one penny per week to the further
ance of the cause in the locality to which they 
belonged. 

The formation of the association was duly 
recognized at a public meeting held in the 
Mechanics' Institution buildings, Holborn, on 
July llth, 1842, when Mr. J. S. Buckingham 
occupied the chair. The society prospered, 
and soon embraced as auxiliaries many of 
the London societies. 

Arrangements having been made for the 
payment of the debts of the old societies, a 
meeting of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society was held in the Provident 
Institution, Moorgate Street, London, Nov
ember llth, 18-12, and the society was form
ally dissolved. 

On the 23CC of the same month a meeting 
of the British and Foreign Society for the 
Suppression of Intemperance was held in 
Aldersgate Street Chapel, and its dissolution 
completed. THE NATIONAL TEMPERANCE 
SocIETY was then immediately formed, the 
following being the officers and committee:-

V ice-P1·esidents. 
R. D. Alexander. Joseph Eaton. 
Samuel Bowly. Philip Frith. 
Rev. J. Brewster, D.D. Lawrence Heywortb. 
J. S. Buckingham. G. S. Kenrick. 
'l'hos. Beaumont, M.R.C.S. W. J. Morgan, A.M., 
Robert Charleton. :M:.D. 

John B. Meredith. 
Richard Peek. 
Rev. W. W. Robinson, 

M.A. 

Rev. P. P enson. 
Rev. Thomas Spencer, 

M.A. 
Rev. W. H. Turner. 

Execiitii·e Committee. 
Richard Barrett. William Janson, junr. 
William Cabell. Rev. James Sherman. 
William Cash. Rev. Charles Stovel. 
Isaac Collins. 
James Day. 

Robert Warner. 
Edward Webb. 

Financial Secretary-'l'heodore Compton. 

Travelling Sec1·etary-Courtney T. Harry. 

The third rule iu the constitution declared 
that "the society shall consist of annual sub
scribers of one guinea and upwards, and of 
donors of not less than ten guineas, and who 
shall have signed a declaration involving the 
practice of total abstinence from all intoxicat
ing liquors." 

The :first public meeting of the National 
Temperance Society was held in Exeter Hall, 
J_,ondon, January 23d, 1843, when Mr. Ben
jamin Rotch presided, and addresses were 
delivered by Mr. Samuel Bowly, Mr. J. S. 
Buckingham, Rev. James Sherman, Rev. 
Charles Stovel, Rev. Thomas Spencer, M.A., 
Rev. G. B. M'Donald, and others. 

"Thus," wrote Mr. Janson, " we succeeded 
in getting rid of both societies in favour of a 
new one, by Mr. Samuel Bowly; and though 
a large sum of money was raised, not enough 
to pay off Dr. Oxley and myself as treasurers." 

Mr. G.W.Alexander becametreasurerof this 
society, continuing in office till 1856, and being 
himself a liberal contributor to the funds. 

In April, 1843, the committee of the Na
tional Temperance Society issued an address, 
in a pamphlet of twenty-four pages, composed 
by Mr. S. Bowly, which was sold at two
pence, and of which nearly 50,000 copies 
were sold in three years. They also reprinted 
the tracts of the New British and Foreign 
femperance Society, and circulated about 
450,000 copies. 

The Temperance Intelligence1· having be
come the property of the Metropolitan Tem
perance Association, the committee issued the 
Temperance Recorder /01· Domestic and Foreign 
Intelligence in 1843. 

In 1837, through the instrumentality of 
Mr. John Hockings, a talented medical gentle
man named MINGAYE SYDER had signed the 
'total abstinence pledge, and become interested 
in the movement. In 18:38 he commenced the 

, publication of The London Temperance Advo-
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cate and Medical Advisei·, which ceased with 
its ninth number. Mr. Syder then com
menced lectming on physiology and chemistry, 
and held discussions in different parts of the 
country. In 1841 he began the publication 
of The Temperance L ancet, which continued 
to appear weekly till August 27th, 1842, 
and contained some remarkably able ar
ticles, &c. It is said that Mr. Syder was 
"somewhat erratic in his proceedings, aud 
eccentric in his manner," and therefore was 
not the means of doing that amonnt of good 
which otherwise might have been expected 
from him (Couling's li'i'story of Ternperance, 
p. 170). 

Such was the influence of teetotaEsm in 
1842 that the lords commissioners of the 
admiralty gave orders that where any soldiers 
who were temperance men embarked on board 
of her majesty's ships, or troop-ships, or in 
any transport or frigate ships, such non-com
missioned officers and privates should be al
lowed double rations of sugar, tea., and cocoa 
for each ration of spirits stopped (Bristol 11em
pera~ice Herald, January, 1843). 

At the close of the Friends' Yearly Meet
ing, June 2d, 1 43, a meeting was held to 
confer on the subject of temperance, at which 
GEORGE WILLIAM ALEXANDER stated that 
"he had been in various countries, from the 
north of Europe to the extreme south, and in 
America, and he must say that no country he 
had visited ea.me near to England in the 
drunkenness of its people. He felt it his duty 
to set an example of abstinence from things 
proved to be productive of so much misery 
and demoralization, and he hoped that Friends 
everywhere would endeavour to promote the 
cause by encouraging meetings, circulating 
tracts, &c." 

Mr. Alexander was a prominent supporter 
of the Anti-Slavery Society, and took part in 
the formation of the National Tempera.nee 
Society iu 1843, continuing the office of trea
surer until the union of the society with the 
London Temoerance League, June, 1856. 

At this time the friends of temperance, whc. 
had hitherto held their meetings in the Stand-
1rd Theatre, removed to a. building which had 
at one time been the police-court, Worship 
Street, Finsbury, but which had been metamor
phosed into a temperance hall, a.nd wa.s opened 
January 16th, 1843, Messrs. J. W. Green, John 
Cassell, H. N. Rickman, James M'Currey, 
and Dr. Oxley being the speakers. Other meet-

ings were held every evening during that 
week, when forty-three sig1Jatures to the 
pledge were ta.ken. 

An aggregate meeting of the Metropolitan 
Temperance Association was held at the Lite1·
ary Institution, Aldersgate Street, February 
14th, 1843, when Mr. J. W. Green stated tlrn.t 
forty societies were in union with the associa
tion, and that fifty meetings were held weekly. 

On Whit-Monday, 1843, the usual temper
ance procession was formed, and there was a 
grand march out to Hampstead and back 
again. The Jf orning Chronicle stated that 
"the number uf persons who took part in t l1 e 
cavalcade coultl not have been less than 15,000; 
and the line extended completely aero s the 
heath, a distance of more than a mile and a 
half." 

In March, 1843, the Metropolitan Associa
tion united with the National Temperallce 
Society, aucl in pursuance of their rules the 
central committee of the Metropolitan As:>o
ciation elected two of their members (Messrs. 
Michael Hart and J. W. Gree11) to sit 011 the 
committee of the National Society. 

Auother temperance orga.nizaLion was es
tablished in London (March 8tb, 1843), called 
the "True Teetotal Union," which ado] ted 
the American pledge, and advocated thorough
going principles. The Temperance Treekly 
Joitrnal, conducted by the Rev. Jabez Bums, 
was the organ of the Union, and several agents 
were partially or wholly engaged (1\'"atwnal 
Temperance .fflagazine, 1844, p. 35). 

The old Moderation Society was still "drag
ging its slow length along," but wa.s in a 
feeble condition, the report for 1843 showi11g 
a balance of £212, 8s. 3~d. against the society, 
whose offices were at Aldine Chambers. 

The National Temperance Society held its 
annual meeting in Exeter Hall, London, May 
20th, 1 44, when it was computed that 3000 
persons were present. Mr. G. W. Alexander, 
treasurer of the society, presided, and the 
report presented by the secretary contained 
much interesting information. Addresses wern 
delivered by the Rev. Ja mes Sherman, by Dr. 
Thomson, who had been out to New Zea.land 
in care of 400 emigrants, and spoke of the 
movement in that colony; by Professor Wright 
of Philadelphia, U.S.A., who gave gratifyiug 
details of the temperance cause in that coun
try, by Mr. J. S. Buckingham; Mr. Benjamin 
Rotch, J.P.; Rev. C. Stovel; Mt'. S. Bowly of 
Gloucester; and Mr. J. J. Gurney of Norwich. 
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At the tenth annual couference of the Bri
tish Temperance Association, held in Man
chester July lOth and llth, 1844, it was ap
parent that the same feeling of lifelessness 
and apathy in temperance work which was 
experienced in other parts of the world, was 
also visibly felt in England, and that by some 
of the most ardent friends of the movement. 

Mr. John Andrew, junr., of Leeds, moved 
the following resolution:-

"That while this conference hails with great 
pleasure the progress of the tempera.nee cause, 
it laments that want of cordiality of feeling 
and co-operation of effort which, on the part 
of many societies, bas been a great impedi
ment to success; that we therefore earnestly 
recommend to the auxiliaries, as well as to 
other societies throughout the country, the 
strict cultivation of friendly sentiments, and 
a generous, frank surrender of every trifling 
difference, resting assmed tha.t it is only by 
union and perseverance, that we can create 
and keep alive an enlightened public opinion 
in favour of the t emperance movement in all 
its happy results, and subdue the common foe 
to religion, social order, and domestic peace 
and comfort." 

One of the most ardent friends of the cause 
in the midland counties was MR. G. S. KE -
RICK, of \Vest Bromwich, Staffordshire, through 
whose exertions the Central Temperance As
sociation was founded in January, 1843. It 
was established for the purpose of organizing 
temperance societies, and of supplying those 
already in existence in the iron districts of 
Staffordshire and places in its immediate neigh
bourhood, with efficient lecturers, and to pro
mote, as far as possible, the sobriety and well
being of the people. Those societies tha.t were 
able to do so were expected to send contribu
tions to the agency fund, while those in their 
infancy, or whose resources were too limited 
to pay, were supplied with lecturers chiefly at 
the expense of the president himself. During 
the first year of its existence the Central As-
ociatiou met with inconsiderable success, but 

by the publication of a monthly journal as 
the organ of the society, entitled The Tern
petance Gazette, the labours of the agents, 
and the active exertions of the president 
himself, it eventually produced nry favour
able results. 

The Midland Association (formed in 1837), 
having its executive at Daventry, and its pub
lication, The T emperance Messenger, issued at 

Leicester, was at this time in existence, but 
languishing for want of funds, and in 1845 it 
ceased to exist. Most of the societies in the 
Midland districts availed themselves of the 
advantages of the Central Association and 
solicited the services of the agents. About the 
same time the "North Staffordshire" and the 
"Shropshire" Associations also joined the Cen
tral Association, which now exteucled over 
the counties of Stafford, Warwick, Worcester, 
Salop, and parts of Leicester and Derby. One 
agent at first sufficed, then two, but after
wards three and four were found necessary. 
The Uazette was increased from eight to sixteen 
royal 8vo pages. A gratuitous monthly cir
culation was formed, by which from 500 to 
1000 copies were sent to magistrates, minis
ters, and gentlemen of po ition and influence 
in tbe district, the cost being defrayed partly 
by the proceeds of the paper, but chiefly from 
the private resources of Mr. Kenrick. These 
efforts were continued with untiring zeal and 
energy until the year 1 48, when a sudden 
calamity, which threatene<l the very existence 
of the association, occurred in the death of its 
honoured founder. His munificent support, 
sound discretion, and beneYol nee had kept the 
societies together, supplied gratuitous lectures 
wherever there was a disposition to use per
sonal effort in the formation of a society, es
tablished the Gazette, and so efficiently was 
it conducted that it reached a circulation of 
10,000 copies per month. It was in connection 
with this association that Mr. Richard Horne 
and other popular lecturers commenced their 
life-work. 

THOMAS ALLEN SllnTH was born in April, 
1801. He began his connection with the tem
perance reformation by uniting himself with 
the British and Foreign Temperance Society 
and publicly advocating its principles, but, as 
already stated (chapter xv.), his views were 
changed in August, 1835. 

On the celebration of his seventieth birth
day a meeting was held in the hall of the Na
tionaJ Temperance League, at which a com
plimentary address was presented to Mr 
Smith, in the course of which his self-acquired 
knowledge of physiology and chemistry, an<l 
its employment in temperauce advocacy, was 
highly commended. We well remember that 
the very apt illustrations of Mr. Smith's in
teresting and instructive lectures were such as 
left au impression upon the miud which could 
not easily be effaced. Mr. Smith was for many 
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years one of the lecturers of the National 
Temperance League. He departed this life 
November 23d, 1874, aged seventy-three years. 

EDWARD TACKLEY signed the pledge in 1838, 
and in the following year be, with five others, 
founded the St. Pancras Temperance Society, 
taking upon himself the responsible office of 
treasurer, which he held to the last. Princi
pally through his exertions the society suc
ceeded in building a neat temperance hall in 
Weir's Passage, where he was always to be 
found at his post, and ready for any duty as 
occasion might require, either as chairman, 
advocate, or doorkeeper. After a long and 
painful illness he died September 28th, 1859. 
"His funeral was attended by about one thou
sand persons, including the committees and 
office-bearers of several temperance societies, 
and a deputation from the N atioual Temper
ance League." 

MR. BENJAMIN RoTcH, J.P., took an active 
interest in the temperance movement, having 
been an abstainer from 1812. In 1846 he 
introduced the temperance agency into the 
Coldbathfields prison, with the best results. 
He died at Lowlands, near Harrow-on-the
Hill, October 3lst, 1854. 

WILLIAM RAINS was one of the best-known 
and most u eful temperance workers in the 
East of London. As an honorary advocate 
he was much in request, having a lively, enter
taining style, yet sound and solid. He was 
an active Son of Temperance, a staunch and 
outspoken supporter of the Alliance, and known 
far beyond the limits of his own place of busi
ness aud residence. For a number of years 
he held the office of inspector of nuisances 
in the parish of St. George's-in-the-East, and 
deemed the liquor shops the worst of all 
nuisances. He died in August, 1887. 

In 1833 the REv. W. HoRSELL signed the 
moderation pledge, and two years later was 
induced to go still farther and abandon the 
use of all intoxicating liquors. He there
fore signed the teetotal pledge, although he 
did it with reluctance, fearing it would injure 
his health, which for some time had been very 
unsatisfactory. He was a laborious worker, 
preaching eight or ten times a week, some
times to thousands in the open air, and his 
nerves had become shattered, his whole phy
sical nature deranged. For some months he 
had contemplated resigning his ministry, suf
fering severely from a pain in his left breast, 
constipation, and headache, especially when 

he studied more than usual. He discovered 
that total abstinence proved conducive to 
health, and after reading Claridge's work on 
Hydropathy he resolved to try this principle, 
along with total abstinence from alcoholic 
liquors, tea, coffee, &c., the result being his 
complete restoration to health and strength. 

Mr. Horsell became an ardent advocate of 
the "Water Cnre," and published a volume 
on 'Pile Board of Health and Longevity; or 
Hydropathy for the People (248 pp., 18ruo ). 

He also founded and became president of a 
societyentitled the" Jature'sBeverageSociety, 
or Independent Order of Horebites," which 
was established April 13th, 1842, and adopted 
the following pledge:-

" We, the undersigned (believing that 
'Water is best,' and that every attempt to 
improve it by the admixture of alcoholic, nar
cotic, or aromatic substances only tends to in
jure it and those who take it), hereby agree 
to abstain from all artificial beverages, and in 
all suitable ways to discountenance their use 
throughout the community." 

In July, 1844, the National Temperance 
Society commenced a very valuable agency 
under the title of the Metropolitan Dome. tic 
Mission, which included domiciliary visitation 
by numerous agents specially engaged for this 
kind of work. In August, 1 46, it was re
ported that during the two years, July, 184.J, 
to July, 1846, inclusive, ten agents had been 
employed, who had addressed 12,000 groups 
of persons, visited 40,000 families, and taken 
7000 pledges, besides having distributed i::ome 
tl\onsands of tracts and temperance pu blica
tions. In 1845 two of these missionaries were 
employed for thirteen weeks at Rouen, in 
France, amongst the English navvies and 
others employed in the construction of the 
railways, the result being highly satisfactory. 

On the 19th of May, 1845, the annual meet
ing of the National Temperance Society was 
held in Exeter Hall, when there was a large 
gathering, including prominent leaders of the 
movement from all parts of the country, viz.: 
Joseph Livesey, James Teare, J . Howarth, 
Dr. Oxley, Lawrence Hey worth, Joseph Eaton, 
Samuel Bowly, \i\Tilliam Janson, Rev. Jabez 
Burns, Rev. vV. M'Kerrow, Henry Vincent, 
and others. Mr. Joseph John Gurney pre
sided, and addresses were delivered by sev
eral of the above-named. The .Jforning Ad
vertiser, the organ of the licensed victuallers, 
noticed the meeting as follows:-
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"NATIONAL TEMPERANCESOCIETY.-Arneet
iug of this society was held last evening at 
Exeter Hall, Joseph John Gurney, Esq., in 
the chair. Although the object of the meeting 
is stated to be the promotion of temperance, 
the purpose of everyone who addressed the 
meeting was to inculcate the principles of tee
totalism, which is, of course, pure humbug." 

On the suggestion of Mr. J olm Cassell, the 
committee of the National Temperance Society 
commenced, in October, 1845, a scheme of tem
perance advertising, which was continued till 
February, 1846. The plan adopted was to en
gage a page in some widely-circulated public 
journal-the Times, for instance-and insert 
an article on some phase of the question, which 
was printed in double columns. Fourteen such 
advertisements appeared in nine different 
periodicals at a cost of £39, 2s. These tem
perance advertisements were seen by persons 
hitherto strangers to the movement, and re
sulted in great good. In this same year The 
Long Pledge Teetotaller ancl Evangelical Re
former appeared. 

The fourth annual report of the National 
Temperance Society for 1846, showe<l a bal
ance in favour of the society of £300, l4s., 
after paying the expenses of nine missionaries 
aud a lecturing agent, Mr. William Gawthorp. 
Mr. Thomas Beggs was now secretary, and 
the name of the organ was changed to The 
National Temperance Chronicle and Temper
ance Recorde1·. It also reported a large amount 
of mission work, including a mission to France 
(already named); a thorough canvass of the 
counties of Surrey and Sussex, and a temper
ance union formed for these counties-The 
Surrey and Sussex Temperance Union-in 
connection with the parent society. The 
Sunday closing agitation had been aided by 
the committee, and the Chroni'cle (to which 
the Ipswich Recorcle1· was united at the com
mencement of the year) had been enlarged to 
twenty-four pages, and the sale considerably 
increased. Altogether the report was very 
encouraging. 

In addition to the annual meeting of the 
National Temperance Society, several other 
large meetings were held in the metropolis in 
the early part of 1846. On the 22d of April 
a meeting was held in Exeter Hall for the 
purpose of trying to liquidate the debt of the 
late British and Foreign Society for the Sup
pression of Intemperance. Daniel O'Connell, 
M.P., presided, and addresses were delivered 

by Dr. Hobson from China; Mr. R. Allen of 
Dublin; Messrs. Thomas Whittaker, James 
Teare, and Thomas Allen Smith. 

Another meeting of importance was held in 
the British School-room, Cowper Street, under 
the auspices of the Metropolitan Association, 
over which Mr. John Cassell presided; the 
speakers being the Rev. John Campbell, D.D., 
of the Moorfields Tabernacle, Mr. Thomas 
Hudson: Mr. William Gawthorp, and others. 

During the year 1846 the Teetotal Times 
was commenced, in which was published a 
series of temperance essays, which had been 
sent in for competition for prizes offered by 
Mr. John Cassell. 

Tlie National Teniperance .Alagazine, com
menced in 1844, and ably conducted by Mr. 
Thomas Cook of Leicester, now ceased to 
exist, to the regret of some of the best friends 
of the movement. This magazine co11tained 
a number of valuable papers from the pens of 
Dr. R. B. Grindrod, Thomas Beggs, Thomas 
Irving White, W. A. Pallister, and numerous 
others. It gave lengthened reports of the 
lectures of Dr. Grindrod and his discussions. 

A pamphlet in opposition to teetotalism 
was published this year, entitled: "A Medical, 
Moral, and Christian Dissection of Teeto
talism, by Democritus, with illustrations by 
Phiz," and passed through eleven editions. 
It was addressed "To the Anti-Christian Sect 
calling themselves 'Teetotallers,'" and was 
ably replied to by Dr. F. R. Lees, and others. 

The year 1846 was marked by one of the 
most important events in the history of the 
temperance movement in this country. A 
grand gathering of the representatives of 
various tern perance organizations of the United 
Kingdom and of the United States, met in 
what was called "A World's Temperance 
Convention," held in the Literary Institute, 
Aldersgate Street, London, August 4th, 5th, 
6th, and 7th, under the auspices of the Na
tional Temperance Society. 

The convention was presided over by Mr. 
Samuel Bowly, of Gloucester, and Mr. William 
Cash, of London. Delegates were accredited 
to the convention to the number of 300, the 
greater portion being from the societies of the 
United Kingdom, others from the United 
States, &c. Mr. Thomas Beggs, the able and 
la borions secretary of the National Temper
ance Society, read an appropriate introductory 
address, submitting a valuable statistical state
ment in relation to the temperance movement. 
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Papers were read by the Rev. Benjamin 
Parsons of Ebley, author of Anti-Bacchus, 
&c., on "The Evils of Moderate Drinking;" 
by Mrs. Clara Lncas Balfour, author of llforn
ing Dewdrops, &c. &c., on "The Duty of 
Mothers;" by Mr. William Logan of Glasgow, 
on "Intemperance the Cause of Crime;" by 
Mr. John Fothergill, surgeon, of Darlington, 
on" The Duty of Nnrsing Mothers;" by Mr. 
John Dunlop of Greenock, on "The Arti
ficial and Compulsory Drinking Usages of 
the British;" and on ''Certain Medical Certi
ficates." 

Able addresses were delivered by the pop
ular American divines, the Rev. Lyman 
Beecher, D.D., the Rev .• John Marsh, D.D., 
and the Rev. E. N. Kirk. Also by the Rev. 
Dr. Patton, Dr. Mussey, Rev. John Camp
bell, D.D., R«dph Barnes Grindrod, M.D., 
author of the prize essay, Bacchus; Henry 
Mudge, surgeon, of Bodmin, Cornwa.11, and 
several others, in support of the various reso
lutio11s. Amongst the resolutions adopted were 
the following:-" That alcohol, the intoxicat
ing principle, is a subtle poison, at war with 
the physical, social, and religious interests of 
men;"" that it is generated by the process of 
fermentation, and is the same, though existing 
iu different degrees, in cider, wiues, and malt 
liquors, as in distilled spirits;" "that it is a 
perpetual fountain of disease, poverty, crime, 
temporal and spiritual death, never needful 
or useful to men in health, in any climate or 
employment;" "that total abstinence from its 
use as a beverage is the ouly true principle of 
the temperance reformation, the only hope for 
the drunkard and security for others;" "that 
the whole manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
drink as a beverage, though a source of revenue 
to government, is a manufacture of human 
misery, and highly injurious to the souls and 
bodies of men, and should not be licensed any 
more than other moral evils by human gov
ernments;" "that the Word of Goel often pre
scribes total abstinence to avoid existing evils, 
and that the spirit of Christian love directs 
us to shun wine, or anything whereby our 
brother stum bleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak;" "that a voice comes up from every 
part of the globe, calling upon kings and all 
who are in authority, upon reflecting and in
tluential men of all classes, upon parents, 
teachers of youth, medical men, ministers of 
religion, and all who love their race, to put 
forth their hand and stay the plague which is 

:filling the world with woe, and, unless checked, 
will continue to sweep down thousands of suc
ceeding generations prematurely and wretch
edly to eternity." 

The convention adopte<l and forwarded an 
address to the presi<leut and mem Lers of the 
Wesleyan Conference, then sitting at Bristol, 
which was read to the conference and orJered 
to be respectfully acknowledged by the secre
tary, the Rev. Robert Newton, D.D. Iu con
nection with this conve11tion a great public 
meeting was held in the Covent Garden 
Theatre, over which Mr. G. W . .Alexander 
presided. The whole of the proceedings were 
published in a small volume, prefaced by an 
eloquent essay on the convention from the 
pen of Eli!tn Bmritt, the learned blacksmit It 
of America, author of Sparks from the A nvi·z, 
&c. &c. .A moug t the prominent public me11 
of our own country w110 were present at this 
convention (in addition to those already 
narued) were the Rev. Thomas Spencer, Joseph 
Stnrge, Joseph Eaton, Richard Barrett, Ed
ward Neave, Dr. Thomas Beauwollt, G. S. 
Kemick, H. F. Cotterill, Ja.mes Silk Buck
ingham, 1.P., aud the far-famed Dicky 
Turner of Preston, author of the word "tee
total" as applie<l to the principles of total 
and entire ab tinence from all alcoholic 
liquors. Mr. Turner undertook a mi siou to 
the south of England on his own account, and 
travelled from 1 lace to place ad vacating tee
totalism, calling the people together Ly spring
iug his rattle-as did Messrs. John Cassell, 
Thomas Whittaker, Thomas vVorsnop, and 
numerous others in those days. Mr. Turner 
fiually reached London in time for the World'· 
Convention. 

Previous to embarking for home, after 
attending the great convention named, the 
Rev. Dr. Lyman Beecher of Cincinnati, the 
Rev. Dr. John Marsh, and other members of 
the American Temperance Uuion, attended 
and addressed a public meeting in the Concert 
Hall, Lord N elsou Street, Liverpool, which 
was densely crowded. Mr. La,wrence Rey
worth presided, and Mr. E. P. Hood moved a 
vote of thanks to the deputatiou, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Reference has often been made to a work 
entitled the 'Peetotaller's Companion, by PETER 
BURNE. The anthor of this valuable work was 
a na.tive of Macclesfield, Cheshire, being born 
about the year 1820. He was put as a parish 
apprentice to silk weaving, and got the rudi-
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rneuts of an education in a Sunda.y-school. 
When about twenty-four years of age be 
became interested in the temperance reforma
tion, and also in co-operation. He gave his 
attention to self-culture, and wrote a pam
phlet entitled "The Coming Age," which was 
published by Burton of Ipswich . . He revised 
"Sir John Barleycorn," and with a troupe of 
men performed it in several towns of Lanca
shire and Cheshire. 

His greatest literary efforts were the Teeto
taller's Companion and the Concoi·dance of 
Science and Scripture, both of which were gra
tuitously revised by Dr. F. R. Lees, and pub
lished in 1846-47. He afterwards went to 
California, and is believed to ha.ve died of 
fever in Texas. 

Alderman JORN HORTON BLADES was born 
at West Bromwich, Staffordshire, on the 9th 
of February, 1841, his father, Mr. W. B. 

Blades, who was a leading tradesman in the 
town, was looked up to as the great apostle of 
temperance in South Staffordshire. John was 
educated at the academy of the late Mr. J.P. 
Jones, Oswestry, Salop. Following in the foot
steps of his father, he is a life-long abstainer, 
and for many years has ably advocated the 
principles of temperance. Like Alderman 
Norton of Poole, and several others, he suf
fered the loss of popularity and means through 
his steadfast adherence to the tempera.nee 
cause, but he has now attained honour and 
respect. In 1878 he was elected a member 
of the board of guardians of the West Brom
wich Union, in 1882 a member of the town
council, and in June, 1 5, he was elected 
alc!erman, having been a town commissioner 
previous to the incorporation of the borough. 
He is a Wesleyan Methodist and an ardent 
H.a.dical reformer. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE SACRAMENTAL WINE QUESTION. 

Progressive Development of Temperance-Inconsistency of Teetotallers in Making Exceptions-Alcoholic 
Wine at the Lord's Suppe1:-Rev. James Bromley's Argument-The First Ministers to Advocate the 
Use of Unfermented ·wine-Decisive Action-The Bible Christians of Manchester, otherwise known as 
Cowherdites-J. C. Booth's Long Pledge Association, Bradford-Expulsion of Thomas H. Barker from 
the Wesleyan Church-Dr. Lees' Prize Essay on Passover Wine-Rev. Dr. Nott's Ten L ectures-Dr. 
Lees' llluslratecl H istory of Alcohol-Action of Some of the Churches-Misrepresentation and Persecu
tion of Temperance Reformers-Spurious Port Wine Exposed-Arguments Used by Total Abstainers in 
Favour of Unfermented Wine-Practice of Ancient Christians-Rev. T. J. Messer's Action- Ir. Jabez 
Inwards' Views-Rev. Owen Clarke-Rev. Dawson Burns and the Clwistian Witness--Mr. James 1\Iil
lington's Reply to Rev. W. H. Rule-'l'he Dean of Down and the Dean of Carlisle-" Howard," in the 
T ernz;erance Spectator, on the Subject-Mr. Joseph Livesey's Views-A Brindi i Correspondent of the 
.Metlwdist Temperance Magazine on Natural Wine-Testimony of Paxton-Sir John Bowring-How 
Frank Wright's Unfermented Wine is Made-Rev. J. 'rhornley's Statement of Churches Using Unfer· 
mented Wine-Rev. John Pyper's Work in this direction. 

The progress of temperance principles has, 
since their promulgation, been by gradual 
stages, according as their nature and objects 
have become clearly defined and understood. 
Truth and discretion have necessarily had 
to be combined to ensure their acceptance. 
Prejudice, ignorance, and error have had to 
be combated on every occa ion. Appetite 
and interest strengthening the delusion, it 
was wise policy on the part of temperance 
reformers to seize first the outposts of the 
enemy as a preparation for his final capture. 
The disuse of intoxicating liquors as a bever
age was the first great object of the early 
temperance advocates; hence exceptions in 
favour of fermented wine at the sacrament, 
and of alcoholic liquors as medicines, were made 
in most cases in the pledge of the temperance 
societies. 

This, it must be admitted, was an act of in
consistency, but in the peculiar circumstances 
of the case it was imperatively necessary. To 
have attempted the total abandonment of all 
intoxicating liquors, and especially of fer
mented wines, at once would undoubtedly 
have proved a failure. The necessity of the 
step, therefore, received j ustificatiou from the 
state of public opinion. As one writer justly 
observes: "The position of the teetotallers was, 
it is true, inconsistent; but, if the entire gov
ernment of events was not in their hands, 
they did their duty by endeavouring, under 
Divine aid, to accomplish as much as might 

lie within the means of human instrumen
tality. They strove to effect this object; and 
the candid and reflecting must bear witness 
to what extent the duty has been performed." 

The inconsistency of using intoxicating 
wine at the sacrament of the Lord's supper, 
and reprobating its use as an ordinary bever
age, has al ways appeared evident to the thought
ful mind. This inconsistency was seized upon 
as an argument, for want of a better, against 
the truth of the principle. 

The Rev. James Bromley made much of 
this argument in his discussion with Dr. F. 
R. Lees in 1840; but had he known the real 
nature of the case, the probabilities are that 
he would have pitied the strength of that pre
judice and ignorance which could, in the light 
of modern discovery on the subject, perpetuate 
in the celebration of the sacrament the use of 
the drunkard's wine. 

Probably the first Christian ministers in 
England to raise the banner and hold it firm 
and high in the church on this subject were 
the Rev. Francis Beardsall of Manchester, and 
the Rev. J abez Burns of London (both Bap
tists). Mr. Beardsall became deeply interested 
in this question, and in 1840 published a 
treatise on the subject. He also prepared aud 
sold an unfermented wine for special use at 
the sacramental table. Mr. R. Firth, honorary 
secretary of the Hull Temperance Society, and 
editor of the Hull Temperance Pioneer, wrote 
and published in that journal a series of 
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articles upon this question, which by request 
were repubiished in pamphlet form in 1841. 
From 1840 to 184-1 the subject received ear
nest and deep study, and from this period 
the more advanced friends of temperance 
began to take decided action upon this point, 
and showed to the world that they had con
sciences. They came to the conclusion that 
the time had arrived when they must settle 
the question for themselves. The use of in
toxicating wine at the sacrament was either 
right or wrong, and if the latter, then the 
sooner it was abandoned the better. Each 
acted according to his own convictions, and 
while some absented themselves altogether 
from this ordinance, others partook of the 
bread, but refused the cup containing intoxi
cating wine. Eventually some went so far as 
to include abstinence from wine at the sacra
ment in their pledge, and others wrote and 
published their views on the subject. 

The Bible Christians of Manchester, other
wise known as the Cowherdites, after the 
REV. vV. CowIIERD, their minister, who died 
in 1816, appear to have been in existence some 
years before 1815, for it is stated in the 
Weekly Journal of the New British and Foreign 
Temperance Society (Dec. 24th, 1841) that:
"So far back as the year J 810 the members 
of this church were pledged to abstain, as is 
proved by the church register, in which are 
entered the name, age, and residence of the 
members, and the time of leaving off intoxi
cating liquors. Three extracts from this regis
ter are before us of the dates respectively of 
June and July, 1810, and September, 1814, iu 
which the above circumstances are carefully 
noted. The persons entered at the above 
dates, and many others, are still living in good 
health, and have remained faithful to their 
pledge. Members who broke their pledge 
were suspended from membership, and not 
readmitted till they had been tried for three 
months." Mr. Cowherd "publicly preached 
against all intoxicating drinks, and considered 
none as members of his church except th ey 
pledged themselves to abstain entirely from 
t hem." His successor; Mr. Scholefield, both 
taught and acted on this principle while he 
was pastor of Christ Church, Ancoats, Mctn
chester, where these Bible Christians met. 
In 1809 the conference of this body resolved 
t hat non-alcoholic wine alone should be used 
in the Lord's supper, and at the end of their 
l1ymn-book directions were given for observ-

ing the eucharist, in these words:-" At the 
time of administering the holy supper, the 
table having a fair white linen cloth upon it, 
and the bread and wine (merum or uuintoxi
cating sweet wine mixed with water) being 
placed thereon," &c. 

The church prepared its own wine from the 
grapes, the juice of which they thickened by 
boiliug, a simple process that prevents fer
mentation and enables it to be kept unimpaired 
for some time. To make this wine fit for 
drinking all that was necessary was the addi
tion of as much pure water as had evaporated 
during the process of boiling the juice. 

It is just possible that the Rev. Francis 
Beardsall, of Oak Street, Manche ter, had 
come into contact with some of these Bible 
Christians or their books, and from them had 
received the idea which led him to prepare 
and sell his unfermented sacramental wine. 

Many attempts were made to provide a 
wine suitable for the use of teetotallers and 
others in the sacrament, and eventually Mr. 
Frank Wright, of Kensington, London, met 
the requirements of the case by a real wine 
wbit:h has stood all tests, and proved beyond 
a possibility of doubt that pure, unfermented 
wine is readily obtainable. 

On the 16th of May, 1843, Mr. John Clegg 
Booth being the prime mover, a society en
titled "The Bradford Long Pledge Associa
tion" was formed, the special object of which 
was to promote the disuse of alcohol in disease, 
and to substitute grape or unfermented wine 
for the fermented and brandied port then 
generally in use at the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper. 

The following was the pledge adopted by 
the society:-" I do voluntarily promise that 
I will not use intoxicating liquors as a bever
age, nor when intermixed with any kind of 
food, nor as medicine, nor for sacramental 
purposes, nor traffic in them, that I will not 
give nor offer them to others, and that I will 
discountenance their use throughout the com
munity." 

Mr. Booth was the first to sign this pledge, 
and his name stands first on the roll of the 
soc!ety. Each member was provided with a 
card of membership, on which was printed 
the pledge and a certificate signed by the 
secretary. On the cards issued in March, 1856, 
there was a view of a modest-looking one-story 
building with six arched windows and a door 
in the centre, over which was a tablet bearing 
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the inscription "Bradford Long Pledge Tee
total Hall," showing that the society bad a 
distinct and separate position and a home of 
its own. 

Mr. Booth felt so strongly on this point 
that he went on a special mission to various 
towns and villages in the north of England to 
promote bis views, and though he met with 
considerable opposition, his mode of advocacy 
secured him many lifelong friends who loved 
him with "brotherly affection." 

About the year 184:3 Mr. Thomas H. 
Barker, then secretary of the Lincoln Tem
perance Society, and about twenty-five years 
of age, refused to partake of "fermented wine'' 
at the sacrament, as administered by the 
Wesleyans, of which body lie was a member. 
He became the subject of severe church dis
cipline and arrogant rebuke from the ministers 
of the circuit, whereupon he made an appeal 
to Dr. F. R. Lees, then editor and conductor 
of the British Temperance Advocate. In the 
end Mr. B:ll'ker was ex1wllecl, and he removed 
from Lincoln to Manchester. These ministers 
:rnd their supporters little dreamed of the 
result being what it eventually turned out to 
be; truly 

"God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform," 

and ngai u a stoue w liich the builders rejected 
became the chief stoue of the comer of a 
structure which is a power in the world-the 
United Kingdom Alliance for the Suppression 
of the Liquor Traffic. 

A prize essay on The Passover and Sacra.
mental Wine, was written and published in 
1 44 by Dr. F. R. Lees of Leeds, which was 
so highly commended that the doctor was en
gaged to write a series of articles on the wine 
question for Kitto's Cyclopcedia of Biblical 
Lite1·ature, published in 1845-46. These 
articles and the es ·a.y aroused the attention 
of the literary world, aud did much to spread 
a knowledge of the subject. Other writers 
took up the question, and essays were written 
and published by the Rev William Caine, 
M.A., Rev. T. Horsfield, Mr. Jabez Inwards, 
and others; and numerous articles pro and 
con appeared in the British and American 
temperance journals, the reviews, magazines, 
&c., of the period. 

In August, 1846, Mr. E1lward C. Delavan 
of Albany, New York, l .S., gave an impetus 
to the movement by the publication of a series 
of Ten Lectures on Bible T emperance from the 

pen of the Rev. Eliphalet Nott, D.D., presi
dent of Union College, Schenectady, New 
York, which dealt with the subject in a 
learned and exhaustive manner. This work, 
edited by Dr. F. R. Lees, and illustrated with 
coloured plates, was afterwards (1863) pub
lished in England, and went thrnugh several 
editions. Further light was thrown upon the 
subject by the publication, in 1846, of Dr. 
Lees' Illustrated Histor.y of Alcohol, which 
went to the root of the matter, and showed 
"The Chemical History of Alcohol," the "Phy
siological History of Alcohol," and "The Ac
cordance of Teetotalism with Organic Chem
istry." In a masterly manner the author ex
hibited the complete contrast there is between 
the " fruit of the vine" and the variom; pro
ducts of its fermentative or putrefactive de
struction (pp. 28-34 Illustrated Alcoliol). 

The action of some of the churches in Great 
Britain was antagonistic to the views of the 
a<l vanced temperance reformers, and some of 
them prohibited the use of unfermented wine 
in the admiuistration of the sacrament. On 
the other ha.ud the Conference of the Primitive 
Methodist Society, in 1 41, used tlze unfer
rnented wine and unleavened bread at this 
ordinance, and gave instrnctions that the same 
might be used throughont all their denomi
nation. 

In some churches the discussion of this 
question led to serious consequences, some of 
the "wine-bibbing" opponents of teetotalism 
being very bitter and vindictive. Some minis
ters went so far as to say, that "he who did 
not partake of the fermented wine at the sacra
ment lost the blessing of the ordinance." Only 
recently this view was expressed by an emi
nent and truly godly, but, on this poi11t, mis
taken dignitary of the Church of England, as 
well as by prominent Nonconformist ministers. 

The characters of some of the uoblest and 
best of the teetotallers were maligned, and 
they were denounced from the pulpit as "dis
tnrbers of the harmony of the church," men 
who "weut about fomenting divisio11s and 
creating disorder," simply because they con
scientiously believed that the use of intoxi
cating wine at the Lord's supper was to tlzem 
a sin and an offence. 

Compromise, in the shape of botli wines, the 
opponents of teetotalism would not listen to, 
but insisted upon placing before the reformed 
drunkard that which had been his ruin, and 
might, as, alas! in some cases it did, prove a 
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snare, Ly rousing the appetite, and leading to 
a relapse into the old habits, &c. The writer 
can give dates and the names of men who have 
been publicly censured, in his hearing, for 
passing the cup at the ordi11ance because it 
contained alcoholic liquor. They said nothing, 
but simply passed on the cup untasted by 
them as their protest against the usage of an 
article which was not "the fruit of the vine." 

Duriug this controversy the advocates for 
the use of w~fermented or non-alcoholic wines 
gave facts and figures to prove that the so
called wine in common use was altogether 
different to that used in the J ewish P assover 
or at the time of Christ. Mr. E . C. Delavan 
proved t o a demonstration that the wine called 
"port" was a decoction, that thousands of 
gallons of it never was in Oporto, and that it 
was manufactured withoitt a sin,qle drop of tlze 
jitice of the grape. H e also proved undeni
ably that every sample of wine tested by Dr. 
Lewis Beck during a period of three months' 
constant experiment was fabricated. 

Oue fact given by Morewood in his History 
of Inebriating Liquors has never been success
fully refuted, viz.: "That, from the year 1829 
to 1833, there were exported from the Chanuel 
Islands 1605 pipes of port wine to London, but 
not on drop from Oporto to the Channel I -
lands! It is estimated that one-half of the port, 
and five- ixths of the white wines consumed 
in London are the product of the home press." 
The Mechanics ]Jf agazine gave the following 
as the chemical aualysis of a bottle of cheap 
port wine: "Spirits of wine 3 ounces, cider 
14 ounces, sugar It ounces, alum 2 scruples, 
tartaric acid 1 scruple, strong decoction of 
logwood 4 ounces." 

The arguments used by the advocates of un
fermen ted wine are briefly stated as follows:

lst. The element u ed ought to be "the 
fruit of the vine," and that in as pure a state 
as possible. 

2d. The ordinary wine of commerce should 
uot be used, as it cannot with any certainty 
be obtained without the admixture of alcoholic 
poison, and is not, in many cases, entitled to 
the name of wiue, being nothing more than a 
vile compound. 

3d. In order that the sacramental table may 
be free from impure associations, and may not 
minister to the revival of the drink appetite, 
the unalcoholic fruit of the vine should be 
used. 

4th. The church should use unfermented 

wine in the sacrament, that it may discoun
tenance the traffic in all intoxicating bever
ages. 

5th. By nsing unfermented wine we shall 
certainly have that which :filled the Saviour's 
cnp when he said," Do this in remembrance 
of me;" and three of the four Gospels dis
tinctly say that it was "the fruit of the vine;" 
and furth er, Christ's words were very expres
sive and forcible on this point, "But I say 
unto yon, I will not henceforth drink of this 
fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father's kingdom." 
"Drink it NEW "-lcainon, newly ruade-a 
term suggested both by the law of the feast 
and the contents of the cup before Him. 

6th. The history of the oriental Christians 
proves that unintoxicating wine is the proper 
element to be used. The N estorians iu Syria, 
the disciples of the apostle Thomas in India 
and Malabar, and the Christians of St. J ohn, 
as they call themselves, along the Jordan 
valley, are all found to have used, through 
pa t ages, a boiled or raisin wine at the sacra
ment, which points us back unmistakably to 
the practice of the early churches, as founded 
by the apostles. The logical and legitimate 
conclusion is, that the contents of the cup in 
the hand of the S:wiour at the last supper 
was the unfermented product of the vine, 
either as pressed from the cluster for the oc
casion, or a preserved, by some of the pro
cesses well known at that day, free from vin
ous adulteration. 

"By supplying the Lord's table, therefore, 
with the unalcoholic frnit of the vine, in 
whatever rnau uer it may be prepared, we are 
brought to the perfection of the ordinance, as 
celebrated for the first time in the upper 
chamber with the benediction of Him whose 
blood is symbolized by the cup" (Rev. A. B. 
Rich, D.D., American Centennial Volwne, p. 
293). 

As a question of principle, some of the best 
men in the ranks of the temperance reformers 
have felt it their duty to renounce the use of 
alcoholic liquors at the table of the Lord, be
lieving in their hearts that it was a solemn 
mockery to offer these vile compounds on God's 
altar. His own command to the people of Israel, 
through Moses, was to offer the very best, 
"without blemish;" and no man dare affirm 
that brandied wines are "without blemish." 

Immediately after becoming a total ab
stainer, in 1839, the Rev. T. J. Messer of Hull 
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was led to study closely the question as to the 
propriety of using alcoholic wine in the sacra
ment, and he came to the conclusion that it 
was not a true symbol of the blood of the 
Redeemer, and therefore resolved never again 
to place in the hands of God's people a cup 
containing that deleterious mixture. This 
resolution, which he faithfully kept, subjected 
him to much persecution and pecuniary loss; 
but his was not a spirit to be broken by per
secution for righteousness' sake. 

Amongst the advocates for the substitution 
of unfermented wine for the alcoholic com
pounds so freely used in the celebration of 
the Lord's supper, few men were more per
sistent and earnest than was the late Mr. 
.Jabez Inwards. In reply to the charge that 
teetotallers would invade every home-nay, 
even the sanctity of religion-made by Black
wood's Magazine, Mr. Inwards said: "All the 
change we require is to do away with the in
toxicating cup, and live up to our New Testa
ment privileges by putting on the sacramental 
table the blood of the grape, which alone is 
'the fruit of the vine'" (Rerniniscences, p. 99). 
In a letter to the Ternperance Weekly Journal, 
Mr. Inwards says further: "All the teetotallers 
ask for is the FRUIT OF THE VINE; but instead 
of that, a drugged, alcoholic, poisonous com
pound is palmed upon them; and because they 
will not murder their own consciences, and 
insult their Lord and Master, by taking such 
brain-maddening and body-diseasing drink, 
they are ranked amongst those who impede 
the progress of the temperance cause." 

In the July number of the Christian TVitness 
(1845), the Rev. Owen Clarke, of the British 
and Foreign Temperance (moderation) Society, 
took the side of the advocates for the use of 
alcoholic wines at the sacrament. The Rev. 
Dawson Burns of London sent a reply, which 
the editor of the Ch1·istian Witness refused to 
insert; it therefore appeared in the August 
number of the National Temperance Magazine. 
In the early part of this letter Mr. Burns asked 
the following pertinent question, and then 
proceeds to discuss the subject. He says:-

"I would ask the question on a solution of 
which the controversy hinges-Do the J ews in 
using ferrnented wine act in accordance with 
the Mosaic injunction 'to put away ALL leaven 
jrorn their houses?' The command of God 
given through Moses is precise and explicit. 
'Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days: 
and there shall no leavened bread be seen 

with thee; neither shall there be leaven seen 
with thee in all thy quarters' (Exodus xiii. 7). 
Mark the repetition, 'unleavened bread shall 
be eaten seven days : and there shall no 
leavened bread be seen with thee;' and then, 
as if to avoid equivocation, a more emphatic 
and comprehensive word is employed, 'neither 
shall there be LEAVEN (seor) seen with thee in 
all thy quarters.' There is a manifest distinc
tion here made between 'leavened bread' and 
'leaven;' for, if the latter were included in 
the former, there was no need to mention it 
at all, and thus disfigure the verse by needless 
tautology. 

"Mr. Lindenthal stated that, 'Whilst seor 
means the leaven itself, lwmitz conveys all and 
anything with which seor has been mixed; 
thus, yeast is a species of seor, and bread of 
homitz.' 

"Again, 'Seor, less limited in signification 
than lwmitz, prohibits the use of all and 
everything which would tend to leaven.' We 
gather, then, from this definition that the 
Jews are prohibited from using seor, a species 
of which is yeast; yea, that they are inter
dicted the use of all and everything which 
would 'tend to leaven .' 

"I would now, therefore, sir, direct your 
special attention to the following extracts 
from a work by Liebig, entitled Chemistry in 
its Application to Agriculture:-'Several bodies 
appear to enter spontaneously into the states 
of fermentation and putrefaction, particularly 
such as contain nitrogen. Now it is very re
markable that very small quantities of these 
substances, in a state of fermentation and 
putrefaction, possess the power of causing un
limited quantities of similar matters to pass 
into the same state. Thus, a small quar:tity 
of the juice of the grape in the act of feroen
tation, added to a large quantity of the mme 
fluid which is not fermenting, inditees the 
state ofje1'mentation in the whole mass' (p .... 70). 
Now, here be pleased to remember that Mr. 
Lindenthal has declared that seor incl des 
'all and everything which would tend to 
leaven.' Again, in drawing a contrast betveen 
the fermentation of pure sugar in contact with 
yeast, and the fermentation of wort and nust 
(i.e. the uuferrnented juice of the grape), 
Liebig says : 'In the former case the yaast 
disappears during the decomposition of su5ar; 
but in the latter a transformation of gluten i'> 
effected at the same time, by which FERMENT 

IS GENERATED. The yeast is destroyed in the 
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one ea e, but it is formed in the other '-i.e. 
that YEAST IS CREATED in the fermenta.tion of 
the j nice of the grape ; and remember that 
Mr. Lindeuthal asserts that 'yeast' is a species 
of seor, and is positively prohibited. 

"Is not the inference, then, irresistible, that 
if the Jews do use fermented wine at the 
Passover, they do so in direct opposition to 
the command of their Great Lawgiver, to 
'put away all leaven (seor) from their houses?" 
And, after all, the question is not so much, How 
do the Jews now act! as, What saith Moses? 
Auel if their practice is fo\md to be contrary 
to his authority, his authority must be re
garded and their practice condemned. 

"But some may inquire, 'If fermented wine 
is now used, is it not probable that it has 
a.I ways been used? Why did not Moses pro
hibit its use by name? And may not his 
silence be considered a circumstance in its 
favour?" Previous to these quibbles possess
ing any weight two things must be proved: 
first, that wine has always been used at the 
paschal feast; and, secondly, that such wine has 
always been fermented. Now, the fact is that 
wine did not form any part of the Passover 
service for hundreds of years after the time of 
Moses. It is nowhere mentioned in the Pen
tateuch as constituting a portion of the cere
monies attendaut on that service, a.nd Mr. 
Lindenthal has candidly declared that its in
troduction on that occasion 'dates probably 
from or about the period of the destruction of 
the second temple, and was au institution of 
the Rabbins.' 

"We are now, then, prepared for consider
ing the kind of wine used by our blessed 
Saviour when he instituted the eucharist, or, as 
it is commonly designated, the ordinance of the 
Lord's supper. The following is the account 
given by St. Matthew:-' And he took the cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of it: for this is my blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I 
will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the 
vine, until that day when I drink it new with 
you in my Father's kingdom.' 

"The original Greek for 'the fruit of the 
vine' is gennematos tes arnpelou, which is ren
dered by the Latin V ulgate, fructu viti's. 

" What, then, was this fruit of the vine? 
Let Professor Hitchcock reply (who was par
tially quoted in the Cl11·istian Witness for 
May):-' Whether this inspissated juice of the 

grape be called wine or not, it is certainly the 
j?·uit of the vine, and, therefore, a fm· more 
appropriate substance to be employed in the 
eucharist than alcoholic wine. Every chemist 
knows that this inspissated wine is literally and 
exactly the fruit of the vine, with nothing lost 
by evaporation except water; whereas, before 
it can become alcoholic wine it must undergo 
an extensive decomposition, and a new, power
ful, and poisonous substance be formed in it 
out of the elements of the sugar.' 

"What is the fruit of the vine? 
"Let Dr. Adam Clarke, who occupies a dis

tinguished rank as an oriental scholar and a 
biblical critic, reply :-'Though this was the 
true and proper wine, yet it was widely differ
ent from tha.t medicated and sophisticated 
beverage which now goes under that name; 
the yayin of the Hebrews, the oinos of the 
Greeks, and the vinum of the Romans, meant 
simply the expressed juice of the grape, some
times drunk just after it was expressed, while 
its natural sweetness remained, and then 
termed mustum, at other times after fermen
tation, which process rendered it fit for keep
ing without getting acid or unhealthy; then 
oinos and vinum. By the ancient Hebrews, I 
believe it was chiefly drunk in its first or 
simple state; hence it was termed among them 
pe1·ee haggephen, ' the fruit of the vine; ' and 
by our Lord in the Syria.c, bis vernacular 
language, 'the young, or, son of the vine,' 
very properly translated by the evangelist 
gennema tes ampelou, 'the offspring, or, produce 
of the vine." 

"It may be well observed here, that the Chris
tians of St. Thomas in India use at the sacra
ment a wine prepared from raisins, and which 
is unfermented (See Nelson's Festivals, &c.). 

"This subject has occupied the earnest at
tention of the most learned American scholars, 
including Professors Bush, Stuart, and others. 
Mr. Delavau has spared no pains to give the 
question a thorough examination. He says: 
'One of the strongest arguments brought 
against us was that, even in wine countries, 
the communion could only be celebrated in 
unfermented wine during the vintage. My 
examinations have entirely convinced me of the 
unsoundness of this position .' 

"One strong and hitherto unanswered argu
ment against the use of alcoholic wine at the 
eucharist is the fact that such liquo1· is NOT a 
t?-ue and prope1· emblern of the precious Re
deemer's blood. To adopt the language of the 
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Rev. Dr. Calvin Chapin of New York: 'Be
tween the blood of Christ in its qualities, de
sign, and application, and a liquor so vile in 
its coustruction, and so defiling in its effects, 
can there be so much as a shade of resem
blance? Ought a liquid so corrupting to be 
religiously employed? Allow that it has been 
sealed and treated as sacred by the tradition
ary cnstorus of eighteen centuries, can any 
person rationally believe that even a tradition 
so inveterate has power to make the poisonous 
fluid an appropriate symbol of cleansing from 
sin? Is alcoholic drink a cleanser? Who 
now but the fatuous can be found to take 
such liquor and apply it for the removal of im
purities? How, then, can it be an appropriate 
symbol of the blood divine, infinitely pure 
and precious, and which cleanses from moral 
pollution?' 

"This is reasoning which cannot be swept 
away by a jest or a sneer. These words are full 
of deep and solemn import, and deserve to com
mand the serious attention of every professing 
Christian. 

"Let it be remembered, too, that we are 
granting a latitude to our opponents which 
they cannot justly claim; we a.re supposing that 
they do use the pure unaditlterated juice of the 
grape fermented; and this supposition, sir, I 
need not say, is well known to be utterly 
erroneous. The time would fail to mention 
even the names of the various adulterating 
admixtures which are introduced into the 
composition of what is absurdly denominated 
'sacramental wine.' 

"In thousands of instances the wine thus 
used in commemoration of Christ's death does 
uot contain a particle of the juice of the grape; 
na.y, it is almost impossible to obtain really 
pure (fermented) wine; and yet an outcry is 
raised from Dan to Beersheba at the mere 
attempt to introduce, at the table of the Lord, 
unadulterated, unfennented wine, which at 
least more resembles 'the fruit of the vine' 
than the fermented juice of currants and 
goose berries ! " (National Tmnpemnce .Maga
zine, 1845, pp. 374-377). 

In the same yea.r (1845) Mr.James Milling
ton published The Fruit of tlie Vine, not Alco
holic Wine, tlw P1·oper A1·ticle fo1· the Eucliarist, 
being a reply to the Rev. W. H. Rt.le's Brief 
Inqitiry respectin,q Wine and its Use in that 
Ordinance. 

In this pamphlet Mr. Millington says: "We 
believe that this part of the question, like the 

great principle of total abstinence, is simple 
in its character, and easy to be uuderstootl. 
We do not intend to join issue with him upon 
the question, whether the juice of the grape 
when just expressed, or when preserved in the 
character of must, was called wine or not; for, 
as far as the argument is concerned on this 
part of the question, that is a matter of no 
importance. He has laboured to prove that 
nothing is called wine but that which is fer
mented, and consequently intoxicating, and 
we have no objection, in order to bring the 
subject into as small a compass as possible, to 
grant him his position, viz., the inspissated 
j nice of the grape is not wine; but we would 
ask him, Is it the fruit of the vine? Surely he 
will admit that it is. What, then, was the 
article used when that ordinance was estab
li:;;hed '? Was it wine, or the fruit of the vine? 
'To the law and to the testimony, if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.' The three evan
gelists, then, who name the ordinance, do not 
use the term vinos, which is the general Greek 
term for wine, but gennema tes ampelou, and 
our translators have given us the 'fruit of 
the vine.' So far as the testimony of the 
apostle goes, it affords no proof that the articlt
used was wine. There being, then, no other pas
sage in connection with this ordinance through
out the New Testament which speaks of the 
article which was u ed, we ask for proof that 
it was wine." 

This was precisely the view held by Dr. F. 
R. Lees, at an earlier stage in the discussion, 
and given in his paper on "The Wine Ques
tion,'' published in the March nuru ber of the 
National Tempemnce .Magazine, 1844, p. 92-
96, in which, speaking of the Scripture canon, 
he remarks: "So far from there being many 
references or remarks associating its own in
fallible authority with the approbation of the 
current age upon intoxicating wine, the write1· 
confidently maintains that there is not within 
its entire compass, and amongst all its varied 
contents, abounding as they do in praises of 
the 'fruit of the vine,' and other providential 
blessings, and even in assumptions of the ex
cellence of pure wine, even ONE solitary text 
which connects the sanction of God with the 
use of drunkard's drink. If we are wrong, 
we respectfully challenge the most learned of 
our countrymen-the most attentive and cri
tical readers of the Hebrew and Greek Scrip
tures-to produce that passage; we do not 
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believe in its existence. On the contrary, 
while unintoxicating wine and the 'fruit of 
the vine' are frequently associated with di
viue sanction in the Bible, intoxicating drink is 
clearlywarned against as 'a mocker,' 'wherein 
is excess,' and in that character selected as an 
emblem of evil, and both reprobated and pro
hibited, either in express terms or by necessary 
implication. Here, then, as to its inspired teach
ings, we have a volnme sui generis-a book 
which exhibits a most singular exemption from 
the errors to which its instrumental authors were 
natumlly liable, and into which they must have 
naturally fallen-an exeniptionfrom the common 
errors of the times in which they lived. The 
fact is unaccountable save upon the supposi
tion of divine superintendence in the composi
tion of the sacred writer with complete know
ledge upon the subject, but preserving the 
form and phraseology of bis record of divine 
truth from all positive and prevalent error, 
and to a certain extent moulding the language 
to a couformity with principles not then fully 
understood-a superintendence which, in re
lation to the pernicious character of alcoholic 
drinks, does most conspicuously' imply a know
ledge only afterwards to become intelligible, for 
the purpose of supplying to the real inquirers 
a growing proof of their origin.' Thus does 
our science lay its contribution on the altar of 
revealed truth, and thus do sound philosophy, 
true temperance, and the original Scriptures 
~utually support each other." 

In 1 59, or early in 1 60, Dr. Woodward, 
dean of Down, Ireland, issued a pamphlet in 
answer to the question, "Is Total Abstinence 
inculcated by Christ's example?" in the course 
of which he attempted to show that Christ's 
teaching and example were not in favour of 
teetotalism, but on the contrary were in favour 
of the moderate use of wine, &c. The REV. DR. 
F. CLOSE, Dean of Carlisle, very ably replied 
to the dean in a letter published in the Tem
perance Spectator (April, 1860, pp. 55, 56), 
from which we cull the following extract on 
the sacramental wine question. Dean Close 
says: "The argument founded upon the sacra
mental cup partakes of the same fallacy as 
the preceding. From 'the fruit of the vine' 
teetotallers do not abstain, and that is the 
sole description of the element contained in 
the cup which the evangelist has given. It is 
both nutritious and refreshing, but it is not 
alcoholic. 

"Alcoholic wine is the result of the fer
VoL. II. 

mentative destruction of 'the fruit of the vine,' 
and is no more t?·ul,y so called than is ether· or 
vinegar. To retort your question, 'If the 
Holy Spirit desired men to use intoxicating 
wine or strong drink, as an emblem of Christ's 
life-giving power and purity, would it not 
have been easy to have used a specific word 
for alcoholic wine (such as akraton), or asso
ciated some adjective with it, instead of using 
a specific phrase, which does not apply most 
truly, and only with literal truth to the na
tural, teetotal wine?" 

Another aspect of this question is very 
calmly and earnestly presented in the following 
letter to the Temperance Spectat01· (December, 
1860, pp. 180, 181), which we give in its 
entirety. 

"THE SACRAMENTAL WINE 
QUESTION. 

"A question naturally arises out of the sacra
mental wine controversy which is every day grow
ing in importance. The position of an earnest 
teetotaller in the church is a delicate one, yet one 
which should spur him on to greater exertion for 
the good cause; but the position of an earnest 
teetotaller outside the church, and desiring to enter 
it, is not only delicate but painful. It may appear 
startling to some who do not know the progress 
that true t emperance principles are making among 
young Christians; but yet it is a fact, that numbers 
are excluded from the church because they cannot 
conscientiously participate in one of its ordinances. 
They are reluctant to imbibe intoxicating drink 
even as a religious rite. A man may be faithful 
to his pledge, and yet drink of the cup, and there
fore the question does not at first sight vitally 
affect our cause. But the church has to do, not 
with a pledge, but with human minds and con
sciences; and it is her ministers' duty not t o de
nounce all thorough-going abstainers as schismatics 
or licentious thinkers, but to reconcile the prac
tice of the church with their consciences. The 
apostle Paul, in his epistles, treats conscientious 
scruples with the highest respect-the modern 
Christian t eacher ought not to do less. And this, 
indeed, is a serious matter both for the cause of 
Christ and for the cause of temperance. Nothing 
but the sternest necessity should place teetotalism 
in a seemingly hostile position to Christianity; 
nothing but the highest principles should cause 
the church to exclude believers from her com
munion. 

"Let us, then, endeavour calmly to place before 
our readers both sides of this important ques
tion. A young Christian who is considering this 
subject, scarcely knowing how to act, may be con
sidered t o have settled the Bible wine question 
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in his own mind. He believes that the passover 
wine used by our Saviour at the last supper was 
non-intoxicating; but he knows that if he joins a 
Christian church he must partake of intoxicating 
wine. If he drinks the latter at the sacrament he 
does not violate his pledge, but he fears be will do 
violence to his own conscience. He reasons thus:
lst. The Bible sternly, emphatically denounces 
intoxicating drink; it abounds in such passages, 
whose meaning cannot be mistaken. As a teeto
taller he obeys the Bible precept; how dare he as 
a church member break it? He has not the example 
of Christ to sanction such a course, and naturally 
he says, I cannot violate my conscience by so 
doing. 

"2d. He knows that the appetite for drink is 
so strong in confirmed drunkards, even after they 
have become abstainers, that the taste of strong 
drink places them in imminent danger of falling 
away once more. He has even heard of cases 
mentioned on the t emperance platform where the 
imbibing of alcoholic drinks at the Lord's table 
has been the means whereby reformed drunkards 
have been ruined. Now, amongst the motives 
that prompted him to become an abstainer, not 
the least was his love for others, his wish to set 
them a good example. How can he, then, set them 
an example which is fraught with danger and ruin 
to many? 

"3d. He hates alcohol as the destroyer of his 
fellow-men. To him it is a hateful, abominable 
thing. Not more repugnant to the feelings of a 
Brahmin would be a mangy dog offered in sacri
fice, than to his feelings the drunkard's drink used 
in a Christian rite. Not even the solemnities of 
Christian worship could dissociate his mind from 
the disgusting and loathsome associations which 
it suggests. Nay more, he cannot conceive that 
the loving Saviour would look down with com
placency upon a ritual which appears almost a 
profanation. He believes alcohol is God's enemy, 
because it is man's enemy, and, therefore, he natu
rally hesitates to take it in any shape or for any 
purpose. 

"The arguments on the other side are also 
powerful. 

"lst. The church is a divine, not a human con
stitution. It was founded by Jesus Christ him
self, and, as a follower of Jesus, he has no choice 
but to obey the divine command. The Master 
ought to be obeyed, for his commands are alike 
for his people's good and his own honour. 

"2d. The church offers security and strength. 
A professed Christian has immense ad vantages 
over a non-professed one. In the world he is 
more powerful for good; in temptation he is more 
likely to resist evil. The solid phalanx is far 
more powerful than the most numerous army of 
undisciplined warriors who have no common plan 

of action. The young Christian especially needs 
the church's protection-to decline it is almost 
suicidal. 

"3d. The leaven of truth, once introduced, must 
sooner or later leaven the whole lump. If the 
Christian teetotaller enters the church, he may 
expect to influence it for good, and by combined 
action with others, at length to banish from the 
Lord's table that which he holds to be a disgrace 
to it. If the churches have no teetotal element in 
them the reformation must be long delayed; if 
they possess that element the reformation will be 
speedy. 

"These are a few of the arguments that present 
themselves to thoughtful and inquiring minds. In 
some of the larger towns separate churches might 
perhaps be formed; but the effect would be disas
trous in isolating teetotal Christians from the 
general community. In many places the difficulty 
may be surmounted by communion with churches 
that use non-intoxicating wine only. But what 
shall those do who are not residents near such 
churches, and yet possess conscientious scruples on 
the matter? We doubt not that when the churches 
find large numbers restrained from their com
munion by this means that they must give way; 
but in the meantime what are the outsiders to do? 
It may be said, 'If such are your objections, pass 
the cup without partaking of it;' but then the 
di vine command will be disobeyed, 'This do in 
remembmnce of me.' The question is surely de
serving of the thoughtful consideration of all Chris
tians, abstaining or non-abstaining, and demands 
a speedy and practical solution. 

"HOWARD." 

The late Mr. Joseph Livesey of Preston 
contributed an admirable and forcible paper 
on this question, which is so much to the point 
that we give it in full also:-

" This subject requires to be ca1mly dis
cussed, and every possible forbearance should 
be exercised by those whose views differ upon 
the subject. When I saw in the papers that 
the question, whether it was legal to mix 
water with the wine, was referred by the 
anti-ritualists to judicial decision, I thought 
it would have been quite as appropriate to 
have inquired whether it was right to mix 
brandy with it. Port wine, especially that 
which is denominated the 'best,' is brandied 
at Oporto before it is shipped, to prevent its 
going into the acetous fermentation, and again, 
after it arrives, to suit the British taste for a 
pungent liquor. Now I think nobody will 
maintain that brandy is the article to be in
troduced to the Lord's table, whether it be 
neat or diluted; and it is difficult to get over 
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the logic that 'what is good on the Lord's 
table cannot be bad on a man's own table.' 

"The reasons in favour of the change (and 
many chnrches have already adopted the un
fermented wine) may be stated as threefold. 
First, the use of brandied wine imposes a 
difficulty in the way of young teetotallers, 
and a dangerous test for reformed drunkards, 
whose nerves are like dry tinder, the moment 
the smallest spark touches it takes fire. The 
late Rev. B. Parsons, in his Anti-Bacchus, said: 
'We ought to substitute an innocent beverage 
for the poison which is now so generally used 
at the Lord's table. Not long ago a reformed 
drunkard, and apparently a converted man, 
approached the Lord's table. He ate the 
bread, and drank the wine; but mark the 
result. The wine tasted at the sacred com
nnmion revived the old passion; the man 
went home, got drunk, and died a drunkard!' 

"And Dr. Carpenter, in his able lecture on 
The Use of Intoxicating Wine at the Lord's 
Supper, says: 'One of my friends has assured 
me that no fewer than twelve similar cases 
had come to his own knowledge;' and he 
adds, 'There are now growing up many pure
minded youths who have not even tasted the 
intoxicating cup. Gladly would you keep 
them from the very knowledge of that which 
has wrought such intense evil to mankind. 
But when they seek admittance to the table 
of the Lord, shall we make their first com
munion their first taste of the drunkard's 
drink7' 

"The next reason is its dangerous effect upon 
ministers themselves. The gentleman who 
writes to me laments deeply what he calls 
'the retrogradation of our societies,' and says, 
'That retrogradation, I believe, has originated 
mainly in the Christian ministry and the 
Christian church. Many years ago I recol
lect our late friend, R. D. Alexander of Ips
wich, making a remark, which I felt to be as 
true as it was humbling, that there were more 
apostates from the cause among Christian 
ministers than among any other class in the 
community! Their example is, of course, most 
infectious. As one of them, at the risk of 
being branded as an 'accuser of the brethren,' 
I will tell you what I think is one cause. The 
minister, after having signed the pledge, had 
to handle the intoxicating cup at the Lord's 
supper, to inhale its fume, to pronounce holy 
words over it, to apply it to his lips, and to 
pass it on, with a benediction to others! All 

this was very enervating to temperance prin
ciples. But this was not all-some of the 
fiery liquid would be left; the minister would 
be greatly exhausted with his labour; a kind 
churchwarden, elder, or deacon would urge 
him in the vestry to take a little of it. 'Well, 
he was exhausted; he had only touched it at 
the communion, and would yield to his friend's 
entreaty, and under the peculiar circumstances 
take a little.' "You can easily imagine tLe 
rest. That small beginning is 'as the letting 
in of water,' or rather of 'wine.' This is one 
great cause of ministerial apostasy. I testify 
to that which I have seen and resisted." 

"In the third place, besides its effects upon 
teetotallers and the ministers, the practice of 
using anything that could possibly intoxicate 
on so sacred an occasion must have a general 
opposing influence to the temperance cause. 
Those who see the alcoholic wine bottle intro
duced on these occasions can scarcely be ex
pected to expel it from their own tables; and 
I feel inclined to think that, next to the clause 
in many of our pledges allowing it for 'medi
cine,' we shall have to expel the other, which 
makes an exception in favour of 'a religious 
ordinance.' 

"I hope those who have hitherto been con
servative on this topic will not be alarmed. 
There is no wish to withdraw wine from this 
ordinance: it is desired only to have it pure, 
the real 'fruit of the vine.' Those who have 
read Dr. Lees' works will have no difficulty in 
settling their minds upon this subject. This 
kind was common enough in Judea, and little 
more need be written to demonstrate that 
both the bread and the wine were free from 
'leaven.' 

"It is fortunate, too, that our friends have 
made ample preparation for the change. For 
upwards of ten years MR. F. WRIGHT has 
been supplying an 'unfermented wine' for 
the Lord's supper, and it is said that during 
the last few years the sale has been doubled 
each year. It is recommended not only for 
this purpose, but as an innocent and pleasing 
beverage for home parties. Of this the Rev. 
Jabez Burns, D.D., says: 'I am delighted 
with the wine; it is most beautiful in colour 
and clearness; I think perfect success has now 
been attained;' and the Rev. Isaac Doxey 
adds,' Its introduction cannot fail to be a boon 
to the churches.' Y ouhannah El Karey, Re
gent's Park College, says: 'As a native of 
Palestine, and having considerable knowledge 
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of the wines of my country, I can strongly 
recommend unferrnented wine as, in my judg
ment, exceedingly appropriate for the Lord's 
supper.' 

"I have only to repeat that in this as in 
many other conflicts, where modern truth and 
antiquated errors have to come in collision, 
my wish is, that all parties should remember 
that the truth should be spoken in love, that 
it is not our province to condemn one another, 
but to allow full liberty of choice, knowing 
that every one to his own master standeth or 
falleth" (The Teetotallei·, 1872, pp. 186, 187). 

The Methodist Temperance Magazine for 
1873 (p. 46) contains a letter from a Brindisi 
correspondent, bearing date November 24th, 
1872, which bears important testimouy in 
favour of natural wine, or "the fruit of the 
vine." He says: "I have often heard cul
tured men, with some pretensions to philology 
and criticism, urge against the extreme tee
totallers who affirm that there is no di vine 
sanction in the Bible of alcoholic or drugged 
wine this argumeut, 'Wine is the fermented 
juice of the grape, which juice is only mustum, 
and not wine till fermentation has occurred.' 
Here in Italy, which is emphatically a wine 
country, this objection falls to the ground as 
both a falsehood and pa.ralogism. It is in 
fact a mere trick of words, founded upon 
ignorance of the actual usage of the people. If 
you go into a respectable farmer's or peasant's 
house, as far north as Turin, you may observe 
him at a meal of maize porridge. Observe in 
the centre of it a treacly-looking syrup, which 
he appears to relish vastly, and ask him the 
name. The ready answer will be veeno cotto 
(vino cotto ). It is, in fact, boiled natural wine. 
You can go into a confectioner's or grocer's 
shop and ask for 'vino cotto,' and they will 
weigh it out to you as a costly delicacy at 
from four to five francs per Italian pound of 
twelve ounces; but its alimentary value is 
well understood. It is the solid essence of 
the fruit of the vine. Another preparation of 
the same sort, but thinner, is used by wine
makers when they wish to refret bad or im
prove inferior wine. Down here, in Calabria, 
vino cotto is equally well known and even more 
extensively used as a domestic luxury, because 
it is home-made, as in the days of Virgil." 

Other persons who have lived in wine-grow
ing countries bear the same testimony, and 
declare that boiled natural wine is very com
monly used, and is home-made. 

Paxton, who had an opportunity of witness
ing the vintage in Lebanon, describes it, and 
observes: "The juice that was extracted 
when I visited the press was not made into 
wine, but into what is called dibs. It re
sembles molasses. They take the juice from 
the troughs, put it into large boilers, reduce 
it to one-half, possibly one-third, of the ori
ginal quantity. It is theu removed to large 
earthen jars, and subjected to a process not 
unlike churning, which is repeated for a few 
days until it thickens. When properly churned 
or beaten but little separation of the particles 
takes place. It forms a pleasant article for 
table use, and is decidedly preferable to 
molasses." 

Sir John Bowring, reporting respecting the 
wines of Syria, says: "Wine might become 
an important article both for consumption 
and export in Syria (as it anciently was). 
Some of the convents in Mount Lebanon pro
duce it of excellent quality, known by the 
name of 'vino d'oro.' It is both white and 
red, and when properly attended to is very 
superior. But the habit of boilin,q wine is al
most universal, and destroys its character. 
The use of skins, as in ancient times, is very 
uufriendly to the preservation of the finer 
characteristics." 

One writer justly observes that the wealthy 
Jews probably bad their preferences amongst 
both grapes and wines, but as a nation "they 
did not use them as a luxury or special enjoy
ment as we, from their ra.rity, are apt to 
imagine, but as ordina.ry food and drink; their 
most ordinary food being bread, their most 
ordinary drink water. In this particular, also, 
they might considerably differ from us north
ern nations, whose diet, consisting of dry things, 
requires to be accompanied with drink; where
as ripe grapes, at any season of the year, in 
so perfect a state as in Judea, while at the 
same time they formed a most agreeable sub
stitute for bread, would also serve to allay 
any feeling of thirst" (Methodist Magazine, 
187~ pp. 14~ 144~ 

The following description of" How Unfer
mented Wine is Made," is from the pen of 
Mr. John Kempster, and appeared in the 
National Ternperance Year Boole for 1881 :-

"In view of the public attention that has 
been given, in temperance and religious circles, 
to the question as to the real properties of 
the wines of Scripture, we have thought it 
expedient to endeavour to obtain for ourselves 
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and for our readers an answer to the ques
tion-' Is there such an article obtainable as 
real unfermented grape juice or wine?' To 
satisfy ourselves on this matter we have visited 
Mr. Frank Wright's wine factory at Kensing
ton, and from actual observation we are thor
oughly satisfied that here, during the grape 
season, about thirty tons of grapes are con
verted (for it can hardly be called manufac
tured) into unfermented wine, or pure grape 
Jmce. The operation is exceedingly simple; 
but, like all simple productions, bas only been 
brought to its approximate perfection by in
genuity, long experience, and the invention 
and adaptation of machinery and processes. 
We will describe these as they have been 
described and shown to us. 

"The grapes come in small baskets from 
French and Spanish vineya.rds, by prearranged 
rapid transit, so as to secure the least possible 
chance of decay or damage. They are well 
soused and cleansed by a water-douche; then 
placed in the top of a sort of mill, the cogged 
wheels of which are adjusted at such a dista.ut 
approximation as to break the fruit, and 
squeeze out a large proportion of the juice, 
without crushing the pips or grinding the 
skins. Thus the juice is preserved from the 
acridity of the pips and from the flavour of 
the skins. What is then left of the body of 
the grape, in what we will call a state of soft 
squash, is transferred to the 'wine-press,' a 
large iron-bouud circular vat, with thick laths 
or slats all round, through which by a process 
of gradual and enormous pressure all the re
maining expressible liquor of the grape is 
squeezed. The liquor thus produced, both 
from the mill and the wine-press, having 
passed through strainers, is pumped into a 
steam-heated vat, from which it is drawn off 
into large strong glass storage bottles, each 
holding about six pints. These bottles filled 
with the juice are then placed in water gradu
ally heated by steam-pipes to a temperature 
of 195 degrees, and when so heated the bottles 
are corked and hermetically sealed, thus pre
venting all possibility of fermentation. 

"We saw some thousands of these large 
glass jars ranged in the bins, the vintages of 
bygone years, ripening and improving in tone 
and flavour as old wines should, but sealed 
and preserved until the day of purchase, be-

yond the possibility of spirituous damage or 
decay. 

"We have yet to describe the final bottling 
stage. From day to day, as the demand neces
sitates, these storage jars are opened, the con
tents of different kinds are blended, so as to 
produce from the several kinds of grapes used 
the perfection of quality, flavour, and colour; 
the liquor is again and more perfectly strained, 
and then poured into the smaller bottles in 
which the wine is sold. Here again, to pre
vent fermentation, the filled but uncorked 
bottles take the bot bath, and when the wine 
is sufficiently heated the corking machine 
does its work, and the wax cap completes the 
operation. Thus is transferred from nature's 
own bottles, by a cleanly and rapid process, 
the pure juice of the true 'fruit of the vine.'" 

The statement made 'by the Rev. J. Thorn
ley of Sheffield at the conference of the British 
Temperance League in July, 1889, proves that, 
despite all the talk of progress and the speedy 
triumph of the temperance reform, there is 
much to be done amongst the churches. In 
moving a resolution urging the churches to 
use non-alcoholic wines at the sacrament of 
the Lord's supper, Mr. Thornley stated that 
out of 30,000 churches, only about 3000 used 
the unferruented wine, a fact which justified 
temperance advocates in peaking out on the 
subject. No less a sum than £25,000 was 
spent in England alone on sacramental wine. 

Perhaps no man, since 18-±8, has more per
sistently, steadily, and ably advocated the use 
of unfermented wine as the only legitimate 
element to be used in the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper, than the REY. JOHN PYPER of 
Belfast and Dublin. For years he has con
ducted the Bible Temperance Educator, a 
quarterly magazine devoted to the considera
tion of questions of Bible testimony as to 
strong drink, and of the sacramental wine. 
His education enables him to defend his 
principles against all comers; "to argue the 
question with the moderate-drinking man of 
science, with the moderate-drinking political 
economist, with the moderate-drinking He
brew and Greek scholar, with the moderate
drinking statesman, and with the mo<lerate
drinking members of society in general, and 
to carry our colours in triumph through the 
contest" (Dr. A. H. H. M'Murtry of Belfast). 
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Early in 1844 Dr. R. B. Grindrod, of Man
chester, commenced his great lecturing tour, 
and made Liverpool his starting-place. He 
had made great preparations for this cam
paign, having had a skilled artist employed 
for some months in the preparation of an 
extensive series of coloured diagrams exhi
biting the healthy condition of the entire 
human organs, with corresponding ones of 
organs exhibiting diseased conditions induced 
by alcoholic indulgence. These included draw
ings of the stomach, liver, heart, lungs, brain, 
kidneys, and bowels. Some of these drawings 
illustrated the influence of ardent spirit , 
others of beer, wine, and other fermented 
beverages. In addition to these, he had a 
number of models to illustrate the action of 
the heart and respiration, exhibiting the move
ments of the e organs by mechanical contri
vances; a series of bottles filled with drugs 
used in adulteration, and also apparatus for 
distillation and for exhibiting the quantity of 
spirit contained in various alcoholic drinks. 
Thus prepared, Dr. Grindrod appeared in the 
Portico, Newington, on Monday and Tuesday, 
February 5th and 6th, 1844, when Mr. Law
rence Heyworth presided. Then~ was a numer
ous and respectable auditory. 

Such lectures as those delivered by Dr. 
Grindrod had an important educational ten
dency, and helped to raise the temperance 
platform to a still higher level, while confirm-

ing the testimony of the earnest but unlearned 
advocates, who, relying upon the evidence of 
their own personal experience, taught some
thing like the same truths in a more rough
and- ready fashion. Such was the effect of 
these lectures upon the minds of two popular 
medical gentlemen in Liverpool, that they 
voluntarily published a document immediately 
after the first course of lectures, commending 
Dr. Grindrod aud his work to the temperance 
societies throughout the country. The follow
ing is a copy of the document in question:-

" We, the undersigned, members of the medical 
profession in Liverpool, feel anxious that every 
society in the kingdom should, without c:elay, en
gage Dr. Grindrod to deliver his lectures on the 
"Physiological Influence of Alcohol on the Human 
Frame." We were so deeply impressed with the 
conviction of the great importance and high value 
of his lectures, that we advise, yea, urge, all 
societies to avail themselves of his services, and to 
make extraordinary exertions to obtain large con
gregations, such as would be in character with 
the magnitude of bis display, and the richness, 
variety, and convincing demonstration of his ad
dresses. We would suggest to all societies which 
may engage him, the propriety of forming a picture
gallery with his drawings. A great sensation was 
produced on those who had the pleasure of bear
ing the lectures. The drawings are beautiful 
works of art on a magnificent scale, and accurate 
representations of the diseased appearances of the 
various organs of the human frame, mainly pro-
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duced by intoxicating beverages, and so numerous 
as to cover the walls of a large hall. We think 
that special iri vitations should be sent to every 
medical gentleman in each locality where he may 
lecture, requesting them to visit this unparalleled 
gallery of pathological drawings. We wish him 
great success in his philanthropic enterprise:
J oHN B. BURROWS, 1'HOMAS EDEN. Liverpool, 
February 13, 1844." 

In giving a report of these lectures, the 
Liverpool Cou1·ier of February, 1844, says: 
"The great mass of evidence brought forward 
by the learned doctor, gathered from the writ
ings of the ablest medical practitioners, both 
ancient and modern, was overwhelming, and 
much of the evidence originating with indi
viduals themselves not practical abstainers, all 
bearing unequivocal t estimony to the injuri
ous tendencies of alcoholic drinks, went far to 
strengthen the arguments now used by the 
advocates of a sound and practical denial of 
their use. That the societies everywhere estab
lished upon the principles of total abstinence 
have already done good service to the com
muni ty cannot be denied; and as the public 
mind becomes better acquainted with the sub
ject, little doubt need be entertained as to the 
successful progress of their principles." 

This mission, thus cornrueuced at Liverpool, 
lasted about six years and a half, and resulted 
in the accession of nearly 200,000 converts to 
teetotalism, and laid the foundation of the 
change in medical opinion, which is a pro
minent characteristic of the present aspect of 
the temperance question. 

The reader will pardon a slight digression 
here for the purpose of introducing a most in
teresting and important fact which Dr. Grind
rod alluded to, and fully illustrated in some 
of his lectures by the aid of his diagrams and 
appliances. 

DR. WILLIAM BEAUMONT was for many years 
a surgeon in the United States army, and 
while he was stationed at a place called Michili
mackinac, in the then territory, now state 
of Michigan, a remarkable case came under 
his care and treatment. In 1822 a young 
man in the service of the American Fur Com
pany, named Alexis St. Martin, had bis left 
side torn by a discharge from a musket, caus
ing an opening which when healed remained 
two and a half inches in circumference. At 
intervals from 1825 to 1833 Dr. Beaumont 
performed on St. Martin a number of experi
ments, to learn from ocular observation the 

effects of various articles of consumption on 
the stomach and general health. By removing 
the pad covering this orifice, the doctor was 
able to see the operations of the stomach and 
other organs in a comparatively strong and 
healthy human being. St. Martin during these 
years was in a wonderful state of health, and 
fully able to bear the treatment he received 
at the hands of Dr. Beaumont, who, in the 
interests of science, as well of other and more 
humane principles, made the best possible uses 
of this singular opportunity, and bestowed 
great care and attention upon his interesting 
patient. The results obtained were published 
in a book entitled "Experiments and Obsm·
vations on the Gastric Juice and the Physiology 
of Di,qestion. By William Beaumont, M.D ., 
Surgeon in the United States Army. Pitts
burgh: Printed by J. F. Allan, 1833." 

Much use was made of this book by English 
physiologists, especially by the late Dr. Combe, 
and the case is often referred to in medical 
and temperance works. Dr. Beaumont made 
experiments with alcoholic liquors of all kinds, 
and the results were very decisive as to the 
injury they produced. Dr. Beaumont states 
(p. 50), "The whole class of alcoholic liquors, 
whether simply fermented or distilled, may 
be considered as narcotics, producing very 
little difference in their ultimate effect<> on 
the system;" and on page 239 he adds: a The 
free use of ardent spirits, wine, beer, or any 
intoxicating liquors, when continued for some 
days, has invariably produced these morbid 
changes." 

In 1845 Dr. R. B. Grindrod, in the course 
of his extensive medical temperance mission, 
took up the subject of juvenile temperance 
societies very warmly, and delivered a number 
of special lectures to young people, when large 
numbers of children signed the total absti
nence pledge. Mr. Thomas Cook of Leicester, 
in his Youths' Magazine for April, 1845, gave 
interesting details of the labours and success 
of Dr. Grindrod in that town, and illustrated 
it by a beautiful engraving representing the 
Leicester theatre as it appeared when 3000 
juveniles were assembled in it to hear the 
talented doctor lecture on temperance. At 
the close of bis lecture large accessions were 
made to the juvenile temperance societies of 
the town and district. In most towns Dr. 
Grindrod had at least one large gathering of 
young people, to whom he gave a special lec
ture on teetotalism. 
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What Mr. Joseph Livesey did amongst the 
masses with his "Malt Lecture," and his able 
refutation of the "Great Delusion," Dr. Grind
rod with his scientific lectures accomplished 
amongst the clergy, medical men, and others 
in the higher circles of society. His lectures 
were scientific in their character, and excited 
the attention and attendance of thousands of 
clergymen, students, men of education, and 
social position. The chairman at each lecture 
was almost in every instance a clergyman or 
physician. In the town of South Shields, 
when Dr. Grindrod lectured there in 1845, 
five regular practitioners and three of their 
assistants took the pledge, and in many cases 
the medical chairmen expressed their convic
tion of the principles enunciated by the lec
turer. 

In several towns discussions occupying one, 
two, or more nights were held between Dr. 
Grindrod and medical men who were opposed 
to his views, and in every instance the victory 
was on the side of teetotalism. On the 23d 
July, 1844, a discussion took place in the 
Temperance Hall, Whitby, Yorkshire, between 
Dr. Grindrod and Mr. Taylorson, surgeon. 
Mr. R. Wilson presided, and the debate was 
conducted on both sides with much energy. 
At the conclusion a vote was taken, when the 
resolution in favour of teetotalism was carried 
with but one dissentient, and that one pro
posed a vote of thanks to the lecturer. 

One of the most important of Dr. Grindrod's 
discussions was in reference to the charge 
brought against teetotalism by Dr. Morris of 
Spalding, that "malaria makes ho1·rible havoc 
amongst the abstinence part.1/,'' &c. Dr. Morris 
had published some most forcible statements 
in the medical journals, in which he asserted 
the liability of total abstainers to attacks of 
malaria and typhus fever. These statements 
were circulated in almost every paper in the 
kingdom, and unquestionably a heavy blow 
was dealt at the cause of temperance. Dr. 
Morris asserted in so many words that "the 
mortality from typhus was greater amongst 
teetotallers,'' that ''they appear to have no 
stamina left, and the shock is too much for 
the system to bear; they suffer also from 
malaria,'' &c. Dr. Grindrod felt it his duty 
to enter into an investigation of the charges 
on the spot, and after minute inquiries chal
lenged Dr. Morris to a public discussion by 
handbill, and also in the Stamford Mercury, 
a widely circulated county paper. A depu-

tation also waited on Dr. Morris to urge his 
acceptance of the challenge, but be refused 
to attend the meeting, and reiterated his 
conviction of the truth of his statements. 
The meeting was held on the 8th April, 1845, 
in the Assembly Room, Spalding, a building 
capable of holding about 800 persons, but it 
was computed that little less than a thousand 
were present, it being found necessary to prop 
up the building by artificial supports. The 
chairman was a personal friend of Dr. Morris, 
and not a pledged teetotaller. The excite
ment was intense. The statements made by 
Dr. Grindrod were overwhelming, and entirely 
disproved the charges made by Dr. Morris. 
They not only included the evidence of medi
cal men residing in the fen locality, but sta
tistical data of the entire number of tee
totallers in the immediate district, giving 
their names and periods of abstinence, and 
the number of deaths from fever and malaria. 
The deaths from fevers of every description 
were twenty-seven, and only one of malaria. 
Dr. Grindrod remarked, "Strange to state, 
passing strange, not one of these was a mem
ber of the Total Abstinence Society." The 
resolutions passed at the close of Dr. Grind
rod's lecture and exposure were seven in num
ber. They were published in the county papers 
and in the medical journal in which the 
charges had been made. The discussion was 
published at length in Thomas Cook's National 
Temperance Jfagazine. The whole of the 
May number (48 pages) was occupied by Dr. 
Grind rod; the greater portion of the J uue 
number by Mr. Morris, and parts of July, 
August, and December (1845) by Dr. Grind
rod and his supporters. It was afterwards 
published in pamphlet form, the whole prov
ing the falsity and weakness of Mr. Morris's 
position, and a triumphant victory for the 
principles maintained by Dr. Grindrod. 

In the autumn of 1845 a controversy took 
place at Doncaster on the subject of adultera
tion of wines, &c. A wine merchant of that 
town was offended with a statement made by 
Dr. Grindrod relative to the universal adul
teration of port-wine, and he wrote a letter to 
the doctor conched in very strong language. 
Dr. Grindrod invited him to a public discus
sion on the subject. The invitation ras re
fused in a second letter, "evidently written," 
says the doctor, "under the influence of the 
rosy god." The meeting took place in the 
Corn Market, and about 2000 persons squeezed 
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themselves into the covered building. The 
result was, among other resolutions, one which 
was carried unanimously, that "Dr. Grind rod 
has demonstrated beyond cavil, by an over
whelming amount of evidence, that the liquors 
consumed in this kingdom under the denomi
nation of wines possess no real title to the 
appellation" (Metropolitan Temperance lntelli
gencer and Journal, Sept. 13th, 1845. Copied 
from a report of the lectures in the Doncaster 
uewspapers). 

Other discussions took place at Chatteris, 
in Cambridgeshire, between Mr. Wright, sur
geon, and Dr. Grindrod; one also at Leicester, 
and another at Tunbridge Wells, all equally 
successful. 

The Provincial Medical and Surgical J ou1·
nal, September, 1846, contained an article en
titled "On Dilatation of the Heart Consequent 
on Teetotalism," which, like the one on malaria 
and teetotalism, excited considerable atten
tion, and the substance of it was widely cir
culated by the press. This article was written 

. by Dr. R. Chambers, physician to t.he Essex 
and Colchester Hospital. In this case also 
Dr. Grindrod deemed it imperatively neces
sary to make a minute investigation of the 
nature and history of the two cases recorded 
by Dr. Chambers, and arrived at the convic
tion that in both cases there was no disease 
of the heart at all. In one case the evidence 
was conclusive. The man's heart was per
fectly sound. Twenty years afterwards, when 
Dr. Grindrod again visited Colchester, the so
called sufferer from heart-disease consequent 
on teetotalism was in sound, vigorous health, 
and a confirmed water drinker. The result 
of Dr. Grindrod's visit was published in the 
county paper, with the resolutions passed at a 
public meeting. 

One additional discussion only have we 
space to mention, for these discussions on the 
medical bearings of teetotalism were almost 
weekly. This was termed the "Dunmow 
Medical Discussion on Teetotalism," au·l was 
one of more than ordinary interest. It was 
held at Dunmow, Essex, April 20th and 2lst, 
1847, and was between Dr. Grin<lrod, on the 
one part, and Mr. W. Cock, M.R.C.S., and 
Mr. John Coventry, M.R.C.S., on the other 
part, and the arguments on both sides were 
spirited and telling. At the conclusion of the 
second evening's discussion a re olution was 
carried without a dissentient voice, expressing 
the opinion of the meeting that "Dr. Grindrod 

has demonstrated, by the light of science, and 
by a mass of evidence, medical and otherwise, 
of the most incontrovertible character, the 
truths of the propositions on which at the 
commencement of the discussion he based the 
principles of total abstinence. The Medical 
Times' reporter was present, and was specially 
engaged to report the discussion, which was 
afterwards published by Burton of Ipswich, 
in a well-printed crown 8vo volume of over 
70 pages, and was circulated by thousands. 
The most remarkable fact in connection with 
this discussion is that Mr. Coventry, one of 
Dr. Grindrod's opponents, in the following 
June wrote a letter to the doctor, dated Kings 
Hatfield, Essex, June 29th, 1847, from which 
the following extract was taken and published 
as an important note in the report of the dis
cussion, a copy of which is now before us: 
"I exami11ed this morning the body of a man 
who died of malignant disease; raw gin has 
been his constant drink for the last two or 
three months. Of necessity he was strictl;1; 
temperate. I beg to forward you a portion of 
the stomach. It fully justifies your own views." 

Dr. Grindrod remarks:- " The portion of 
stomach forwarded in so generous and truly 
scientific a spirit by Mr. Coventry, exhibited 
a most striking demonstration of the views I 
advocated in the discnssion in regard to the 
physical change which result from moderate 
indulgence in alcoholic fluids. The inner or 
mucous membrane manifested distinct marks 
of local irritation, presenting a network of 
congested blood-vessels which assume<..l rather 
an arborescent appearance. The flush of in
flammatory excitement was also distinctly 
evident, resembling the redness or blush which 
always surrounds an irritated point on the 
external surface of the body. The stomach, 
indeed, was a most signal illustration of 
various important points involved in the dis
cussion" (Report of .Dunmow Medical Discits
sion, p. 4). 

Space will not permit us to give more details 
of these lectures and discussions, which, as 
previously stated, resulted in the accessio11 of 
nearly 200,000 converts to teetotalism, and 
which certainly laid the foundation, in union 
with the prize essay Bacchus and other 
efforts, of the change in medical opinion, 
which is a characteristic of the present aspect 
of the temperance cause. These discussions, 
which at this period (1840 to 1850) gained for 
Dr. Grindrod the title of "thE:: medical apostle 
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of temperance," took place more than thirty 
years before various of our distinguished medi
cal advocates of the present day gave in their 
adhesion to the cause, and was carried on 
under difficulties and opposition which at this 
period of success can scarcely be realized. In 
March, 1850, two splendid volumes of Dr. 
Qnain's Anatomical Plates were presented to 
Dr. Grindrod at Burnley. Other testimonials 
of regard were presented to the doctor during 
his temperance tour. One was a large and 
costly full-sized model of the human frame 
presented by bis friends in Blackburn, where 
he laboured for several weeks with great 
success, and during much of the time at bis 
own cost. 

The circular sent out by the testimonial 
committee (a copy of which the writer has 
seen), bearing date November 2d, 1849, states 
that: "Dr. Grindrod up to this period bas 
given upwards of twenty lectures, and it is 
estimated that before his final departure be 
will have delivei:ed fifteen gratuitous lectures, 
at a very considerable pecuniary sacrifice to 
himself;" and adds further on : "The whole 
expense of the movement has been defrayed by 
Dr. Grindrod's own exertions,'' and that the 
doctor refused any pecuniary gift, therefore 
the desire to present him with "a public 
testimonial of the respect and esteem in which 
the inhabitants of Blackburn hold bis services." 
Tbe presentation was made at a crowded 
public meeting, under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Grindrod's old friend and co-worker, Mr. 
Joseph Bro.therton, M.P. for Salford. The 
proceedings were fully reported at the time in 
the Preston Guardian. 

It may be interesting to note here that 
during the delivery of the Blackburn lectures 
a boy named Mark Knowles signed the pledge, 
and that boy is now the well-known ba.rrister
at-la w, a laborious worker in the temperance 
cause, and a prominent advocate of the total 
abstineuce section of the Church of England 
Temperance Society. 

Another testimonial ~as presented to Dr. 
Grindrod in commemoration of the triumphant 
result of the Dunmow medical discussion. 
This was a valuable microscope by R oss. Mr. 
Benjamin Rotch, chairman of the Middlesex 
ruagistrates, and a warm teetotaller, presided 
at the meeting when the presentation was 
made in the County Hall, Colchester. At 
Leamington the doctor was presented with a 
silver teapot as a testimonial of regard by the 

temperance friends. At this meeting the 
venerable Dr. Marsh presided. The model 
and microscope were the means of additional 
instruction to thousands, being used by the 
doctor to illustrate weekly lectures on physio
logy and temperance in Malvern. 

In some documents before us, penned for 
the consideration of the home secretary in 
1879, the late Canon J. Bardsley said : ' I 
remember Dr. Grindrod lecturing in Burnley 
and also in Blackburn, in which lectures he 
strongly recommended legislative enactment 
for inebriates." Dr. Norman Kerr also stated 
that Dr. Grindrod " .was the first in this coun
try to advocate the principles on which the 
Habitual Drunkards' Act is based;" and the 
late estimable Dr. S. S. Alford, in his paper 
given in the report of the Proceedings of the 
National .Association for the Promotion of 
Social Science, vol. iii. 1879-80, pp. 41, 42, 
records the fact that as early as 1839 Dr. 
Grindrod's Bacchus enforced the necessity of 
restraining habitual drunkards, adding that 
the circulation of this essay in America" doubt
less led to legislative effort in that country." 
The following are Dr. Grindrod's own words 
on this subject :-"Drunkenness may correctly 
be considered as a species of voluntary in
sanity. A question, therefore, arises whether, 
under such circumstances, it would not be 
justifiable and humane on the part of the 
legislature to enact such a measure as would 
place persons subject to fits of intemperance 
under temporary confinement or control. The 
question is one of great importance. A law, 
indeed, to this effect wouhl be not only an act 
of mercy to the drunkard himself, but in its 
operation it might be productive of a salutary 
influence in restraining the prevalence of in
temperance." He then goes on to sbow that 
in the West of Scotland, the island of Jersey, 
&c., such regulations were actually in force 
(Bacchus, 1839, p. 506). 

Something of the same nature was intimated 
by Mr. J. L. Levison in his lecture On the 
Hereditary Tendency of Drunkenness, pub
lished in 1839, p. 60, where, speaking of the 
inebriate, he says: "If he says he cannot act 
as a rational and responsible agent, then let 
him be confined and no longer be allowed to 
do the injury his habits inflict on a wife and 
family, and on society." 

Reverting to Dr. Grindrod's lectures we 
may remark that their influence was not con
fined to the mere audiences who attended 
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them, but the substance of them was published 
in the various local papers, often to the extent 
of several columns, and in numerous instances 
they were published separately and widely 
circulated. One issue, extending to 16 pages, 
of three lectures delivered in the Theatre 
Royal, Whitehaven, September lst, 2d, and 
3d, 1845, really constitutes a scientific tract, 
and is a complete resume of the medical prin
ciples of total abstinence. In every town 
which Dr. Grindrod visited he gave a medical 
lecture to children, often 2000 or 3000 at one 
meeting, and also a separate lecture to females, 
with special medical expositions. In 1845 he 
oelivered a series of lectures at Macclesfield, 
including two gratuitous lectures to females, 
at each of which about 2000 of the fair sex 
were present, and nearly one-half of them 
(9l8) signed the total abstinence pledge, the 
total number of pledges taken during this 
visit being 3500 (No1·thern Counties Journal, 
1845, p. 70). 

From the first Dr. Grindrod very strongly 
urged the importance of female advocacy. It 
was, he contended, a meaus of reaching a class 
on whose influence much depen<led in regard 
to the habits of the husband. On this gronnd, 
so early as 1835, an<l afterwards, he urged the 
desirability of establishing schools of domestic 
economy, in which instruction could be given 
in cookery, sewing, and other family duties. 
During the course of his lecturing tours he 
almost in variably gave a free lecture to females, 
in which he dilated on points of female physi
ological interest, such as nursing on teetotal 
principles, &c. Such was the nature of those 
two lectures at Macclesfield, a recognition of 
which was expressed in the form of a white satin 
dress presented to Mrs. Grindrod. Hon our is 
due to Mrs. Grindrod for the invaluable aid 
and encouragement she gav.e her husband dur
ing the whole of his arduous labours. She was 
his amanuensis, travelling companion, counsel
lor, and friend ; sacrificing home and all its 
comforts, enduring hardship and fatigue, and 
travelled some thousands of miles to assist her 
husband in his great work. In all his public 
efforts she was an efficient helpmeet, an ami
able, earnest, self-sacrificing, heroic worker. 

An account of these lectures to females was 
given, with a pictorial illustration, in one of 
the metropolitan pictorial papers. In these 
female meetings Dr, Grindrod urged in em
phatic language the duty of mothers to train 
their children in principles of total abstinence. 

Although we have a mass of information 
before us, we are compelled to condense our 
sketch of Dr. Grindrod's labours, and in doing 
so remark that the career of this heroic pioneer 
of temperance may be divided into three por
tions: (1) his labours in Manchester from 1830 
up to the year 1844; (2) the medical mission, 
which extended from the early part of 18-±4 
to the middle of July, 1850; and (3) his la
bours during thirty years in Malvern, of 
which we shall have to speak later on. 

All his available means, private fortune in
cluded, were exhausted by the claims arising 
out of his exertions during his residence in 
Manchester. At the end of his mission through 
the country he had not been able to reserve a 
single shilling for future wants, and therefore 
he had to commence a third career of active 
exertion. He was induced to make Malvern 
the scene of his future operations. We have 
given these particulars of the labours of Dr. 
Grindrod because he may be said to have de
voted himself entirely to the work, and has 
a just claim to pre-eminence; yet there were 
other medical men who did in their own 
sphere, at great sacrifice and against great 
odds, valiant and invaluable service to the 
cause in the days of struggle and trial. 

As already intimated in other chapters, Dr. 
J. B. Kirk of Greenock led the van of the 
temperance reformers in Scotland as an active, 
laborious total abstainer in the very infancy 
of the movement, and found an able, earnest, 
and faithful co-worker in Dr. Daniel Rich
mond of Paisley, the founder of the Paisley 
Youths' Total Abstinence Society in 1832. Dr. 
C. Ritchie was one of the early officials of the 
Glasgow and West of Scotland Temperance 
Society. Edinburgh furnishes the names of 
Dr. J. C. Ferrier, who became an abstainer in 
1832; Dr. Menzies, who became an abstainer 
i~ 1835, and was the second president of the 
Edinburgh Total Abstinence Society; Dr. 
Burns, the third president of this society, be
came an abstainer in 1836. Glasgow gives us 
the names of Dr. Thomas; Dr. Forman, pro
prietor and editor of The Teetotal JJfi'rror; and 
several others. From Dumfries we have the 
name of Dr. James Gilchrist, and afterwards 
the talented Dr. J. M. M'Culloch. Aberdeen 
had its Dr. Alex. Linton; Inverness, its Dr. 
J. M(Kenzie, J.P.; and numerous others are 
amongst the band of temperance men in Scot
land who were active friends and supporters 
of the temperance movement. 
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Ireland also stands in the forefront in this 
respect; Dr. John Cheyne, Dr. Joshua Har
vey (both eminent men in the profession), 
being engaged in the work at a very early 
period. 

DR. JOHN OXLEY of Loudon was a prac
tical teetotaller as early as 1790, and DR. C. H. 
LOVELL of London was early in the field. Dr. 
J . Higginbottom of Nottingham was one of 
the very first medical men in the country to 
carry out tempera.nee principles in their regu
lar practice. He was an earnest, laborious, 
and faithful friend of the cause, as was Dr. 
Henry Mndge of Bodmin, Cornwall. Dr. John 
Fothergill of Darlington, Dr. Thomas Beau
mont of Bradford, and others, have already 
been noticed, and many others will be named 
in due course. 

In 1847 the second general medical declara
tion was originated, and the signatures pub
lished by Mr. John Dunlop. This declara
tion was signed by over 2000 of the most 
eminent physicians and surgeons in the coun
try, including Sir Benjamin Brodie, Sir James 
Clarke, Sir W. Bennett, Sir J. Forbes, Sir 
Henry Holland, Sir A. Munro, Sir J. M'Grigor, 
Sir R. Christison, Dr. W. B. Carpenter, Dr. 
Copland, Dr. Neil Arnott, Dr. A. Farre, Pro
fessors Guy, Allen Thomson, Miller, Alison, 
Syme, Henderson, Lawrie, M'Kenzie, R. D. 
Thompson, Couper, and Simpson. 

This certificate set forth that perfect health 
is compatible with total abstinence from all 
intoxicating beverages; that all such drinks 
can with perfect safety be discontinued either 
suddenly or gradually; and that total and 
universal abstinence from alcoholic liquors and 
intoxicating ~everage of all sorts would greatly 
contribute to the health, the morality, and the 
happiness of the human race. 

On the termination of his great lecture tour 
Dr. Grindrod, urged by many of his friends, 
resolved to settle down and make Malvern a 
centre for the diffusion of temperance prin
ciples among the higher classes. Another 
object which Dr. Grindrod contemplated (but 
never accomplished) was a. species of college 
or school of instruction for teetotal advocates, 
specially on medical points. 

A water establishment for the treatment 
of disease was, of course, an important and 
practical object. The fame, however, of the 
doctor as a temperance advocate had gone 
before him, and many patients preferred 
going to an establishment where alcoholic corn-

pounds were permitted as medicines. Dr. 
Grindrod also, although treating his patients 
largely by the use of water as a legitimate 
therapeutic agent, eschewed every form of 
charlatanism, and set himself in active oppo
sition to those quackeries which, however pro
fitable to those who ma.de use of them, were an
tagonistic to truth and science. To accomplish 
his design, Dr. Grindrod delivered each week 
during the sea.son, and often during the winter, 
a weekly lecture on "Physiology, Health, and 
Diet," free of charge, to residents and visi
tors. These lectures, of ten crowded, were 
attended exclusively by the educated classes, 
noblemen, clergymen, medical men, and others, 
most of whom were seldom present at a. tem
perance meeting, and many of them would 
scarcely listen to a professed discourse on 
total abstinence. The subjects announced 
were such as "The Stomach and its Troubles," 
"The Liver and its Trials," "The Brain and 
its Worries," each illustrated by means of 
drawings, the microscope, &c. During these 
scientific but popular expositions, the doctor 
judiciously and quietly introduced the subject 
of the physiological action of alcohol on the 
various organs, backed up by appropriate q110-
ta.tions from eminent living medical writers. 
It may readily be conceived that these lec
tures, in the course of thirty years, delivered 
to an educated audience, had considerable in
fluence on the public mind, the audiences con
sisting of individuals from all parts of the 
kingdom, and often foreigners who resorted 
to this fashionable watering-place. 

The lecture-room, built by Dr. Grindrod at 
a considerable cost, was the scene of many a 
temperance meeting, and his lawn the arena 
of many a temperance gathering. Canon James 
Bardsley, the Dean of Carlisle (Dr. F. Close), 
the late Sir Walter Trevelya.n, Bart., Dr. F. 
R. Lees, Joseph Malins (G.W.C.T. of the 
I.0.G.T.), and numerous other clerical and lay 
advocates were speakers on these occasions. 
At the age of threescore years and ten, while 
suffering great bodily pain, Dr. Grindrod used 
his pen in preparing for the press works upon 
which he had been engaged for a lengthened 
period. He was in hopes of being able to see 
one in particular pass through the press, but, 
alas! it was not permitted him. This was An 
Ea,"Position of the Wines of the .Ancients, parti
cularly in reference to the H' ines of tlze Sc1·1p
tures. Up to the last, amid many trials, 
discouragements, and losses, he was intensely 
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interested in the success of the cause he had 
loved and served so long, and wrote a series 
of articles for the Temperance Advocate of 
1 81, and several valuable pamphlets, pub
lished by Mr. Drummond of Stirling. 

The full extent and true value of the labours 
of this heroic and gifted temperance reformer, 
and the immense sacrifices he made for the 
cause, will probably never be known. His 
was a long-continued series of able, active, 
persistent efforts, all having the same object 
in view-the well-being of humanity, and the 
furth erance of the cause of true temperance, 
which to the last moment had a warm place 
in his large and generous heart. After a long 
and severe illness, aggravated by anxiety and 
trouble, be passed away, November 18th, 
1883, at the age of seventy-two years. 

In 1884, his work, edited by his son, entitled 
"Tlze Nation's Vice; the Claims of Temperance 
on the Christian Church," was published in 
Lo11don. 

Srn JoHN FORBES, M.D., F.R.S., &c., was 
the fourth son of Mr. Alexander Forbes, and 
was born at Cuttlebrae in 1787. He was 
educated at the Endowed Grammar School 
and at Marischal College, Aberdeen, but re
ceived his medical education at the Univer
sity of Edinburgh, and served several years 
iu the medical department of the 11avy. 

In 1814 and 1815 he was flag surgeon to 
the commander-in-chief in the West Indies, 
where be was present i11 several naval engage
ments, and received the naval war medal. In 
1817 he graduated as M.D. at Edinburgh 
University, and in 1821 introduced to English 
practitioners the great discovery of ausculta
tion by translating L::tennec's treatise, and 
wrote an original work on the same subject 
in 1824 illustrating the use of the stetho
scope. In 1830 he was appointed physiciaQ 
in ordinary to the late Duke of Cambridge, 
physician extraordinary to his royal high
ness the Prince Consort in 1840, and physician 
to the Queen's household in the following year. 
Sir John was an honorary member of the 
principal medical societies of Europe and 
America, one of the editors of the Oyclopcedia 
of Practical 1lfedicine, and the author of sev
eral medical works. He received the honour 
of knighthood in 1853, was a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians, a Doctor of Civil 
Law, Fellow of the Royal Society, and for 
several years consulting physician to the Con
sumption Hospital. He was a personal ab-

stainer of several years' standing, and did 
really valuable service to the cause, both by 
his own pen, and by his admission of articles 
from the pen of others in the B'ritish and 
Fore~qn Medical R eview, of which he was the 
editor. His name will be found among those 
who signed the medical temperance declara
tion of 1847. Sir John died on the 13th of 
November, 1861, in the seventy-fourth year of 
his age. 

DR.ALEXANDER LINTON, of Aberdeen, was one 
of the most studious and laborious friends of 
the cause in Scotland. He gave his special 
attention to statistics and other subjects of a 
practical character, and his best exertions 
were ever at the service of a philanthropic eu
terprise. But of all other questions that of 
the temperance reformation lay nearest to D1·. 
Linton's heart. He maintained that alcohol 
is a poison, and therefore can have no use as 
an ingredient in any beverage. His opinion 
on this point was the result of long and care
ful experiment; and his efforts to have this 
fact recognized by all temperance reformers 
were unwearied and unremitting. Every 
aspect of the temperance movement was as 
familiar to him as the letters of the alphabet. 
He deeply regretted the adoption of the terms 
"teetotal" and "teetotalism" in the advocacy 
of the temperance cause, maintaining that 
the term "temperance," properly understood, 
covers the whole field, and as a moral duty 
imperatively forbids the use as a beverage 
of any quantity of liquor containing alcohol. 
In the triumph of the temperance cause he 
saw, so to speak, the salvation of the country, 
and hence his untiring efforts in that direc
tion. Often would he say, "Displace intem
perance, and all the social problems which are 
at present so beset with difficulty at once 
become manageable." To Dr. Linton is due 
the advanced state of temperance opinion in 
Aberdeen (Abm·deen H eralcl). 

Dr. Linton died at Aberdeen, April lOth, 
1872, at the age of eighty-two years. 

JORN BAL BIRNIE, A.M., M.D., author of 
The P hilosoph,?J of the Wate1· Cure, and for 
some years conductor of a hydropathic estab
lishment at Bridge of Allan, was born July 
2lst, 1810. He signed the temperance pledge 
in the shop of Mr. William Collins, Wilson 
Street, in 1829. Some years ago he thus wrote: 
"I hope I may take to myself tbe satisfaction 
of having done some small service to my fellow
creatures by preaching the teetotal doctrine, 
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and to myself and children by practising it. 
My labours in that line have been entirely 
private and professional. The platform is 
not, and has never been, my sphere of labour; 
but every patient I endeavour to bring into 
the renunciation of strong liquors as a com
mon beverage, and many a wavering or re
lapsed teetotaller I have reclaimed to the faith 
and confirmed in his pledge. My children, I 
hope, will follow in my steps in all things that 
are good. They are born and bred Rechabites, 
and they are pledged to transmit from genera
tion to generation their father's temperance 
principles and practice." 

JAMES CRAWFORD FERRIER, M.D., was a 
most devoted abstainer from 1836 until his 
death. He laboured very zealously in behalf 
of the Edinburgh Total Abstinence Society
day after day and night after night visiting 
the lanes and closes of the city. After his 
removal to England he continued his efforts 
in every possible way,and soon became beloved 
as :i. skilful physician and a Christian philan
thropist. In September, 1849, he died at his 
residence, North Brixton, Surrey, at the early 
age of forty-one years. 

DR. J. MACKENZIE, of Inverness, fourth son 
of the late Sir Hector Mackenzie, of Gairloch, 
Bart., was a staunch friend and supporter of 
the temperance movement. Having studied 
medicine, be served several years in the army 
as a surgeon. On his retirement be settled in 
Inverness. He was for a great number of 
years a consistent abstainer, and frequently 
addressed soirees and other temperance meet
ings, especially in the northern counties. He 
was the author of several interesting pam
phlets on temperance topics, and in many 
ways contributed to the promotion of the tem
perance cause. He was a vice-president and 
staunch supporter of the United Kingdom 
.Alliance. In 1867 he was elected provost of 
Inverness, and did much to improve the sani
tary condition of the town. Throughout life 
be took a deep interest in the crofter question, 
and published several treatises on that sub
ject. He died in December, 1886, in his eighty
third year. 

In Chapter xii. we gave a brief notice of 
the late Dr. JOHN SNow, one of the pioneers of 
temperance in the Yorkshire districts. Since 
writing that chapter we have been favoured 
with a copy of Tlie Asclepiad for July, 1887, 
containing a most interesting and affection
ately written biography of Dr. Snow from the 

pen of bis friend and fellow-labourer, Dr. 
Benjamin Ward Richardson, the prince of 
medical temperance reformers of to-day. Dr. 
Richardson gives particulars of the life, private 
character, scientific researches, and works of 
Dr. Snow, which prove that he was one of the 
most remarkable men of the age, and to him 
the medical profession, and the world, is in
debted for some of the most valuable scientific 
and medical discoveries of the Victorian period. 
He is rightly placed by Dr. Richardson in the 
front rank of those who deserve to be "had 
in everlasting remembrance." 

Dr. Snow was an earnest, painstaking, 
humane, and self-sacrificing student of the 
"divine art of healing," or assuaging the ills 
to which human flesh is subject. The world 
ought to know more of such men, and Dr. 
Richardson would do honour to himself, the 
medical profession, and to the cause of tem
perance, if he would republish that splendiJ 
biography of Dr. Snow (adding a few parti
culars relative to his temperance work, when 
he was unknown to fame). One short extract 
will be interesting. Dr. R. says: "Anything 
and everything of scientific interest that ar
rested his attention aroused his enthusiasm 
and his desire to be of use. When I was 
living at Mortlake, he would run down, on 
request, after his day's duties were over, to a 
post rnorteni, to see a poor patient, or to take 
part in an experiment, returning as cheerily 
as though be had received the heaviest fee. 
This is but one example of his kindly nature." 

Just about the time that Dr. Grindrod was 
exciting public opinion in favour of total ab
stinence, others were trying to defend the use 
of alcoholic liquors and to oppose teetotalism. 
Amongst these was an Independent minister 
at Market Drayton, named John H. Bar
row, who publicly and privately opposed the 
new doctrine as being based on unscriptural 
grounds. A public discussion was arranged 
between him and Dr. F. R. Lees, which took 
place on Tuesday, September 9th, 1845, in the 
National School-room, Market Drayton, and 
lasted for three hours and a half, each dis
putant limiting himself to twenty minutes as 
the duration of a single speech. The Rev. L. 
Panting, M.A., vicar of Chesby, was chairman 
for Dr. Lees, and the Rev. E. F . Hughes, of 
Rugeley, for Mr. Barrow. This event created 
great interest, and many persons came from 
long distances to hear the debate. Dr. Lees' 
proposition was, that teetotalism is in harmony 
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with Scripture; Mr. Barrow contending that 
the moderate use of intoxicating liquors is 
sanctioned by the Scriptures. A report of the 
discussion was published and largely circu
lated. Before the close of the year Mr. Barrow 
published a pamphlet of about 80 pages, en
titled "Temperance and Teetotalism. Being 
a Candid Euquiry into the Lawfulness or Un
lawfulness of using Distill~d and Fermented 
Liquors. Conducted on the Grounds of Scrip
ture, Philosophy, and Expediency, but espe
cially Scripture. By John H. Barrow, Inde
pendent Minister, Market Drayton, with an 
Appendix.'' 

Inasmuch as it had a disastrous effect upon 
the temperance societies in the northern coun
ties, we must here notice one of the most 
terrible disas ters that can possibly fall upon 
a small trading community. However either 
party may have been goaded to it, the results 
have proved that strikes and lock-outs are 
calamities, which invariably prove, in the end, 
di advantageous and injurious to all con
cerned, and more especially so to the innocent 
wives and children of the unemployed work
men. The loss of the weekly income for a con
tinued period means an incalculable amount 
of suffering, want, and sorrow, which no after 
increase of wages can possibly atone for or 
recoup. In the hope of obtaining a trifling, 
and sometimes a well-deserved increase of 
wages, or in resisting some unjustifiable re
duction, or tyrannical imposition on either 
side, these terrible strikes and lock-outs occur 
in the mining and manufacturing districts. By 
such disasters workmen often suffer more 
actual loss than the desired increase, if granted 
and continued for a number of years, can ever 
repay; whilst, on the other band, employers 
of labour often suffer equal, if not greater loss. 
But this is not the whole of the evil, for, as a 
rule, these disputes produce such a stagnation 
in trade as to bring to utter ruin many of the 
trades-people and shopkeepers of the district. 
In small towns, mining villages, and in the 
suburbs of great centres of industry, many a 
workman, by industry, sobriety, and thrift, 
bas saved a little money out of his earnings, 
and with this capital has commenced business 
as grocei·, provision dealer, &c. In course of 
time many of his fellow-workmen are his best 
customers, so that when a strike or depression 
in trade comes, his own interests and natural 
sympathies lead him to continue to supply 
their wants, in the hope that the crisis will 

soon be past and he will be repaid. He knows 
that in most cases his customers can be trusted, 
for as a rule, the simple, hard working, un
sophisticated people in mining and manufac
turing districts are strictly honest, or were so 
forty or fifty years ago, as we can testify from 
personal experience. 

But if a strike or lock-out is continued for 
a period of three, four, or five months, then ~he 
small shopkeeper's means become exhausted, 
credit is gone, and ruin follows. "The Great 
Pitman's Strike" in the north of England 
commenced on the 5th of April, 1844, when 
the yearly bo11ds expired, and the men re
fused to renew them unless they had two 
shillings per week added to their wages, and 
certain reforms or modifications in the terms 
of working were effected. That there was rooru 
for reform was at length generally acknow
ledged, and that the men had a good case, and 
were, therefore, entitled to the sympathy and 
support of the public; but nobody ever ima
gined that the strike would become general, 
or of long continuance. The actual number 
of men and boys on strike was reported to be 
33,990, and the struggle lasted for nearly five 
months. Living in the very heart of the 
colliery district, and being closely connected 
with many of the miners' families by business 
relations, the writer was an eye-witness of and 
a sharer in the fearful sufferings and hard
ships through which many of them had to 
pass. 

JTinding the men determined to hold out, 
some of the colliery owners resorted to the 
cruel expedient of punishing them, through 
their wives and children, by forcibly ejecting 
them from their dwellings. At that time the 
miners paid no rent, but lived in cottages 
erected near the colliery, and owned by the 
proprietors. The houses consisted of one large 
room, used for living, cooking, washi11g, and 
sleeping purposes. In some instances a wooden 
shanty was erected by the tenants or occupiers 
themselves as pantry, store-room, &c. This 
was at the back of the house when possible, 
for some of them were built back to back, or 
a double house was often used by two families, 
and in this case there was no ventilation save 
by the door and window, in what might be 
t ermed the front of the dwelling. Above the 
cl welling-place was a large unceiled loft, used 
as a sleeping apartment for the younger mem
bers of the family. By putting up wooden 
partitions and ceilings, then papering the 
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whole with a ueat wall-paper, and :fixing a sky
light in the roof, many of these lofts were 
made by skilful hands, in leisure hours, into 
neat cosy-looking bed-rooms. 

In the most sheltered corner of the large 
lower room or house-place was a massive ma
hogany four-post bedstead, with its costly 
damask curtains and other artistic draperies, 
for the colliers' wives and daughters knew 
how to knit "the leaf and trellis," "the cockle
shell," and other well-known patterned val
ances, covers, &c. 

Near the head of the bed was the eight
day case-clock-now commonly known as 
"grandfather's clock"-and at the foot near 
the entrance stood the well-polished double 
chest of mahogany drawers, upon the cornice 
of which stood a pair of handsome china 
dogs, or two or three small statuettes or orna
meuts. In some houses could be found in 
a nicely-sheltered but prominent position a 
mahoganychiffonnierand book-case containing 
a well-bound family Bible, Matthew Henry's, 
Dr. Adam Clarke's, or some other popular 
commentary in several volumes; Fleetwood's 
Life of Ghrist, Farni'l:IJ Devotion, Barnes' 
Notes, Bunyan's Works, Burns' Poems, the 
Tales of tlie Borders, and other works. On 
the walls were a few choice and substantially
framed engravings. 

Upon the mantel-shelf, and hanging on the 
walls above aud about the fireplace, were 
the bright, shining brass candlesticks, copper 
kettle, warming-pan, and other domestic ar
ticles. A large strong ironfenderstood upon the 
well-whitened hearth-stone, and where there 
were young children there was often a good 
strong fire-guard to protect them from the fire, 
which burned night and day. Upon the hob 
stood the large metal kettle for immediate use; 
while hanging in the corner were a choice set 
of fire-irons, whose only use was that of orna
menting the corner, and adding to the labour 
of those who had all these glittering articles 
to polish and keep in order. At one side of 
the fireplace, attached to the wall, was a strong 
settle or bench used as couch and seat, which 
in winter was the most coveted seat in the 
house. Against the window, and sheltered 
from the door by a wood brattice or partition, 
was the large strong deal- table where the 
family sat at meals, some using the wood 
chairs or stools specially provided for every
day use, or a small form which, when not in 
use, was pushed underneath the table. 

At the top of the table stood the arm
chair for the head of the house, and distin
guished visitors were invited to occupy one of 
the mahogany hair-seated chairs, or one of the 
square-bottomed highly-polished birch chairs, 
which were usually set round the best bed
stead, and covered with handsome knitted 
anti-macassars, the work of the mother and 
daughters. Where the family was large, and 
the father was in favour with the overman 
and viewer of the colliery, then they were 
allowed to occupy a double house -that is, 
one with two rooms downstairs; and the par
lour in some of these houses would have put 
to shame the drawing-rooms of persons in more 
exalted positions. In this parlour the best 
bedstead, mahogany chairs, &c., were placed, 
on the floor was a good carpet; on the mantel
piece a large plate- glass mirror and orna
ments; in the centre, or at one side, a maho
gany table, and the window was furnished 
with rich and costly hanging8. In a promi
nent position in some houses the well-framed 
Rechabite emblem or certificate, and the 
family pledge-card, told the visitor that this 
was the home of a teetotaller. 

In one or two instances the walls of this 
apartment would be further adorned by the 
complete series of engravings, in mahogany 
frames, representing the life and career of Sir 
Henry Altercourse, which were then highly 
prized by well-to-do teetotallers. The upper 
portion of these houses would be partitioned 
off into neat comfortable bed-roomsforthechil
dren; or, where the family was small, one of 
these rooms would be reserved for the accom
modation of the preacher, when it was his 
turn to be en tertaioed here, or by the tee
total lecturer, who was al ways sure of a hearty 
welcome a.nd kindly treatment. 

This is no fancy sketch, but a truthful de
scription of the homes of sober, industrious, 
and thrifty colliers in the county of Durham
homes so familiar to the writer, that he can 
point out the exact position of every article 
enumerated above. He has repeatedly slept 
upon a good feather-bed in one of those cosy 
bed-rooms, built, as described, by the hands of 
the occupants themselves, and tastefully deco
rated and furnished. 

The reader can easily understand that it 
was with very great reluctance, and after 
much long-suffering and loss, that the occu
pants of such houses were induced to leave 
the home they had almost literally built and 
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furnished for themselves. Many of them had, 
in addition, well-cultivated garden-plots in 
which they grew their own vegetables, and 
some took a pride in feeding and rearing pigs, 
so that in winter they had their own sweet and 
delicious home-fed bacou and hams hanging 
from the joists or rafters of the house, where 
they could cut and come again till another 
was ready to hang up in place of that con
sumed. 

Into such homes as those we have attempted 
to describe, while the strike was pending, bands 
of ruffians from the town were sent by the 
remorseless colliery owners or their agents, 
and innocent women and children, with all 
their household treasures, were ruthlessly and 
cruelly thrown outside to do the best they 
could or perish. After their grief bad been 
spent, and consultation with sympathizing 
friends and neighbours, and the readily-prof
fered aid of men who had come from neigh
bouring villages, the goods were removed to 
some con veuieut place, where an encampment 
was made upon the wayside, on the moorlaud, 
or in a field, and here some of them remained 
for weeks together. 

In many cases the husbands and sons were 
tramping the country at the time soliciting 
monetary aid from the public, and thus the 
burden aud toil, the grief and despair of the 
women and children were greatly intensified. 
Memory recalls these scenes with realistic 
vividness, and brings us iuto the large encamp
ment in the fields between Houghton-le-Spring 
and the Downs Lane, where numbers of once 
healthy and happy families were huddled to
gether for a considerable period. 

The beautifully-polished furniture soon be
came dull, and was much injured by exposure 
to the sun and rain. Everything that skill 
could devise to make the position endurable 
was resorted to. The larger pieces of fur
uiture were placed together so as to form a 
barrier against the sharp piercing winds, and 
to hold up the sheets, quilts, and carpets used 
to make a roof for their tern porary home. 1 n 
the most sheltered part of this rude tent was 
the bed upon which lay the sick and half
starved little children or aged persons. How 
their dark piercing eyes eagerly scanned the 
faces of the visitors, and with what avidity 
they held out their hands and eagerly clutched 
the food, fruit, &c., brought to them by cha
ritable sympathizers! We made repeated 
visits to this and other encampments, in com-

VoL. II. 

pany with a friend, who was sent out with a 
heavily-laden basket of provisions to relieve 
the di::;tress of some of these suffering and de
serving families. 

As the contents of this basket were emptied 
upon the table we could not fail to see th e 
earnest expressions of heart-felt gratitude, and 
with scalding tears coursing down their cheeks 
the elder ones would implore Heaven to bless 
us aud those who sent us. Tired as we were 
when we arrived, we felt more thau repaid for 
all our toil, and often wished our store could 
have been multiplied a hundredfold. We 
witnessed several of the monster rueetings held 
at Shiney Row and other parts of the district. 
Grand and imposing were the processions of 
vast numbers of brave, heroic, but half
famished men and boys, who, as neatly 
dressed as possible, and amid the noise of the 
bands of music-their own colliery bands 
mostly-the dazzling display of flags, banners, 
and mottoes, marched along stri vingto smother 
their griefs and hide tlteir sorrows. There 
were many in those motley crowds who proved 
to a lemon tration 

"How sublime a thing it is 
To suffer and be strong." 

How eagerly we listened to some of the 
speeches, especially of those made by rneu 
whom we knew- earnest, faithful, local 
preachers, temperance advocates-not profes
sional lecturers, but honorary workers in the 
cause-men who loved it for its own sake and 
for the blessings it had conferred upon them 
and theirs before the great trouble came ! 
While we listened to the almost deafening 
cheers raised as some salient point was made, 
something said that electrified the audience, 
we inly sighed, and felt that the glare and 
glitter, the music and cheers, the eloquent 
speeches, could not erase the deep lines nor 
remove the worn, wan, famished looks from 
the faces of many of those who were thus 
gathered together. 

Sadly and sorrowfully we took all in, and 
as" a fellow-feeling makes us wondrous kind,' ' 
we sometimes attempted to express our sym
pathy in words, but often failed, the unbidden 
tears and sobs choking our utterance, but our 
iutentions were fully appreciated and acknow
ledged by a gentle pressure of the hand, a 
glance of the glistening eye, and an iuvolun
tary prayer or invocation. 

As week after week went by,and the struggle 
became more determined on both sides, then 

29 
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indeed sorrow and sadness reigned everywhere. 
After much suffering and untold loss to the 
district the end came at last, and although the 
miners did to some extent gain their point, 
and certain valuable reforms were effected in 
the subsequent management of coal-mines, yet 
the cost to employers and employed was im
mense, and many felt the effects of that 
struggle during the whole course of their after
life. Families were broken up and widely 
scattered, never to be united again on earth. 
Savings of years were spent for food and 
necessaries, and all idea of thrift for ever 
abandoned. Household treasures were sold, 
broken up, lost, or injured, and the once 
neat, in cl ustrious housewife became a broken
spirited, listless, and careless woman, sighing 
for rest in the grave, or, still worse, seeking 
consolation in the spirit-bottle. 

Men who, before the strike, were earnestly 
trying to reform their lives and live as Chris
tians should, lost heart and faith. Driven 
by desperation, or allured by the temptations 
of the ever-open dram-shop, and the persua
sions of their drinking companions in their 
thankless wanderings through the country soli
citing aid for the suffering, they relapsed into 
their former habits, and the last state of these 
men became worse than the first. Young men 
and boys were brought into contact with vice 
and crime, to which many of them in their 
peaceful happy hom es had hitherto been 
strangers, and they were thus led on to dis
grace and ruin. 

'Vomen and children, through their exposure 
to the changes of the weather, together with 
the inconveniences and discomforts of tempo
mry camp life, and the lack of proper food 
and other necessaries, became the subjects of 
disease, many being brought to premature 
graves, whilst others endured years of un
abated suffering. 

Tradesmen and shopkeepers, who at the 
commencement of the struggle were in toler
ably good circumstances, became reduced to 
poverty, and some to absolute want. Tongue 
cannot tell nor pen describe all the evils that 
flow from a prolonged struggle between capital 
and labour. Strange it is that even yet-in a 
land so highly favoured, so full of Christian 
influences-no great or necessary reforms can 
be effected without much suffering and loss, 
and until after long years of persistent effort 
on the part of the advocates of such needed 
reforms. 

As may be easily imagined, this prolonged 
struggle had a most injurious effect upon 
many of the local temperance societies in the 
northern districts, mauy of them being en
tirely broken up, the funds of the Recbabite 
tents in some instances were exhausted, and 
the scattering of the mern bers necessitated 
changes which ended in dissolution. Some 
few of the leading speakers, &c., amongst the 
miners, at the termination of the struggle 
were steadily refnsed employment, and they 
with their families removed to other districts, 
or emigrated to America, New Zealand, or 
Australia, while many who had been active 
workers in and liberal contributors to the 
temperance cause were unfitted for work and 
unable to subscribe. In some localities, where 
active temperance organizations existed at 
the time of the strike, years elapsed before 
a reorganization took place, and then under 
uew auspices and with little of the force, fire, 
and fervour of the old times. From 1 37 to 
1844 the greater part of the colliery districts 
of Northumberland and Durham were alive 
with active, earne t temperance workers, led 
on by George Dodds, George Charlton, Joseph 
Borrnond, James Rewcastle, Dr. Fothergill, 
Thomas Siddle, Thomas ·winskill, and a host 
of able, laborious, local workers in the towns 
and villages. 

At the time that this strike took place the 
N ortheru Temperance Association, em bracing 
parts of Durham, Northumberland, Cumber
land, &c., was in active operation, and was 
instrumental in diffusing much light and doing 
great good. Its official organ, The Northern 
Temperance Journal, was published by Mr. 
James Rewcastle of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and 
in 1844, the very period of the strike, Mr. 
Joseph Bormond was district agent of the 
association, there being no doubt that his 
active spirit was roused and his sympathies 
enlisted on behalf of the sufferers. This ter
rible disaster told heavily upon the associa
tion and almost ruined its prospects, which 
before the strike were very hopeful and en
couraging. 

In this connection we should like to intro
duce a few brief notices of working coal-miners 
who have taken an active part in temperance 
and other public questions, but must reserve 
some of them for another chapter. 

THOMAS BuRT was born at Morton Row, 
by Percy Main Colliery, near North Shields, 
November 12th, 1837. In 18-10 his father, 
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who was a collier, removed to Seghill Colliery 
-now known as Blake Town-where the 
children, including Thomas, were encouraged 
to strive to obtain an education. Mr. Burt, 
senior, took a prominent part in the great 
strike of 1844, and was therefore "boycotted" 
by the masters, and found it difficult to obtain 
employment. He finally removed to Seaton 
Delaval, and at ten years of age Thomas be
came a trap-door keeper at Haswell pit. It 
took him an hour each day to walk to and 
from the pit, another hour's tramp down the 
pit, so that he was fully engaged for fourteen 
hours each working day, the regular working 
hours at that time being twelve hours per 
day. Having a good example at home, he 
seldom tasted any kind of intoxicating liquors, 
and at the age of fifteen years signed the total 
abstinence pledge. All his spare time was 
devoted to self-culture, the study of I. .. atin and 
shorthand included. Mr. Burt joined the late 
ALEXANDER BLYTH, JOHN Howrn, and others 
in forming the Northumberland and Durham 
Miners' Permanent Relief Fund. 

In 1865 Mr. Burt was appointed secretary, 
and at the general parliamentary election of 
1 74 he was elected M.P. for Morpeth by a 
large majority of votes over Major Duncan. 
He has held that position up to the present 
with credit to himself and honour to the con
stituency. In all measures affecting the in
tere ts of temperance Mr. Burt has been at 
his post, and proved himself faithful. 

An insight into his character was given 
in a smart -letter published in the Newcastle 

Chronicle, 1865, written by Mr. Burt in reply 
to an anonymous assailant who signed him
self "A Coal-owner." Mr. Burt said: "I was 
chosen agent for this association for the 
purpose of doing the best I could to aid the 
workmen in securing justice. I did not force 
myself on the men; they urged me to take 
the office; and as soon as they can dispense 
with my servi~es I am prepared to resign. 
But so long as I am in office I will do my 
best to serve my employers. Four months 
since I was a hewer at Choppington Colliery. 
As a working man I was in comfortable cir
cumstances, serving employers whom I re
spected, and who, I believe, respected me. I 
bad been at that colliery nearly six years, and 
during that time I had never a wrong word 
with an official of the colliery. 'A Coal
owner' may ask there whet.her I was a 'dema
gogue' or an 'agitator.' I left the colliery 
honourably, and I have no doubt I can get 
work again at that place if I want it. If not, 
I can get work, I doubt not, elsewhere, and 
under good employers too; for I long since 
made up my mind not to work for a tyrant. 
I say this merely to let your readers know 
that the position I bold is not degrading either 
to myself or the men who employ me." 

The fact that be bas so long retained the 
confidence and support of the mining popula
tion of the northem counties proves that he 
is worthy of it, and the esteem in which he is 
held in the House of Commons, an<l, indeed, 
throughout the whole of the United Kingdom, 
indicates his integrity and ability. 
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After his m1ss1on in England, the Rev. 
Theobald Mathew returned to Cork and re
sumed his labours amongst his own people; 
but in 1845 troubles and embarrassments were 
secretly crushing the mind and energies of 
this brave and loving friend of the cause. For 
seven years he had conducted a movement, 
established, extended, and maintained an or
gauization unparalleled in the history of his 
own or any other country. He seemed to take 
little thought of financial matters, but eagerly 
pushed on the work, freely incurring all kinds 
of obligations, and raising funds on his own 
responsibility as best he could. To every 
person who took the pledge an enrolment card 
and medal were given, for which they were 
supposed to pay a shilling; but, as a matter 
of fact, not more than one-half of them ever 
paid anything. Many of them were too poor 
to pay, and had long journeys to make to 
reach their homes, and were therefore the 
recipients of the generous priest's aid and 
assistance; it is no wonder, therefore, that in 
1845 he found himself indebted to medal 
manufacturers, printers, and others, on behalf 
of the temperance movement, for something 
over £5000. His early patron and constant 
friend, Lady Eliza.beth Ma.tbew, had to some 
extent raised hopes of leaving him the means 
to liquidate his debts by bequeathing him a 
substantial token of her esteem; but, alas! 
by her sudden death before she bad made the 
needful arrangements, Father Mathew was 
doomed to disappointment. Just at this very 

moment, too, events transpired that paralysed 
the public mind. That fearful calamity, which 
even now fills the soul with horror-the great 
famine-burst upon the countryi and Father 
Mathew>s labour from 1846 to 1850 was one 
prolonged combat with the fearful scourge 
that desolated the country. Bravely, uncom
plainingly, unfalteringly be worked on, amidst 
the wreck of every hope, the O\-erthrow of all 
he loved and prized. 

In Ma.y, · 1847, be was nominated by the 
clergy of Cork for the then vacant mitre of 
that diocese; but the choice was not confirmed 
at Rome, and this new disappointment tried 
bis sinking soul. 

In the same year, however, Her Most 
Gracious Majesty, Qneen Victoria, as a mark 
of her approbation of his meritorious exertions 
in corn bating the intemperance which in so 
many instances obscured and rendered fruit
less the virtues of bis countrymen, bestowed 
on Father Mathew a grant of £300 a year 
from the civil list-a gift alike creditable to 
the government who recommended it and 
acceptable to the feelings of the country. This 
sum he at once invested in insurance on bis 
own life to indemnify his creditors-another 
proof of his nobility of character. 

In the early part of the yea.r 1845 the 
directors of the Dublin and Drogheda Railway 
presented Father Mathew with a beautiful 
silver ticket, giving him a perpetual free 
passage iu the first-class carriages on their rail
way. The inscription on the ticket states that 
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it was presented as a tribute of esteem for 
Father Mathew's labours in the temperance 
cause (Leeds Times, 1845). 

Seeing that despite the success of Father 
Mathew amongst the Catholic portion of the 
community there was still a fearful amount 
of drunkenness, a number of Protestants in 
the city of Cork united together, and on the 
20th of October, 1847, founded the "Cork 
Total Abstinence Union," not in opposition, 
but as an addition to Father Mathew's efforts. 
The main object of the union was to try to 
lay hold of those who, being of a different re
ligious denomination, would not be likely to 
come so readily under the influence of the 
great and good Catholic priest. Lectures were 
delivered, and meetings held in the Primitive 
Methodist, Wesleyan, Baptist, and Indepen
dent chapels, and the Friends' meeting-house, 
and a fortnightly meeting was held in the 
Temperance Hall, Cook Street, Messrs. Wil
liam Morgan, John Stopford, Thomas Duns
combe, and others taking an active part. 

The years 1846 to 1848 were memorable 
years of human suffering to large numbers of 
the poor in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
Famine and pestilence thinned the ranks of 
many families, suddenly snatching away 
parents from their weeping children, wives 
from their husbands, and children from their 
parents, never again to meet together in this 
world. In Ireland about three millions of the 
popl11ation, and in the poverty-stricken High
lands and Islands of Scotland 300,000 of the 
people were deprived of the usual means of 
sustenance by the failure of the potato crop. 
On the 9th of February, 1847, it was stated 
in the House of Commons that 5000 adults 
and 10,000 children had already perished from 
sheer famine, and that 25 per cent of the 
whole population would perish unless the 
House afforded relief. The population of 
Ireland was then nearly nine millions, many 
"living at best in a light-hearted and hopeful 
hand-to-mouth contentment, totally dependent 
on the hazards of one crop, destitute uf manu
facturing industries, and utterly without re
serve or resource to fall back upon in time of 
reverse." To them the potato-blight was utter 
ruin and absolute starvation, the pawn-offices 
being soon filled with the trea.sures of the 
people, nay, their clothes, bedding, &c., until 
nothing more was left for them but to sit in 
moody silence waiting for the relief that was 
so long in coming. 

Unfortunately this was just at the time 
that the corn-law agitation was at its height 
in England, and the protectionist press and 
politicians were anxious to keep down any 
pretext for free-trade. When the first alarm 
of famine was given in 1845, when the blight 
fell upon the profuse crop of potatoes and 
seemed to wither it up in a night, the Duke 
of Richmond, speaking at the Agricultural 
Protection Society's meeting, December 9th, 
1845, said : "With respect to the cry of 
'Famine,' he believed tha.t it was perfectly 
illusory, and no man of respectability could 
have put it in good faith if he had been ac
quainted with the facts within the knowledge 
of their society." 

On the 3lst of the same month Mr. New
degate carried a resolution at Warwick testify
ing against "the fallacy and mischief of the 
reports of a deficient harvest," and affirming 
that "there was no reasonable ground for ap
prehending a scarcity of food." 

Similar declarations were made, and yet the 
famine was only too clearly manifested, during 
the year 1846, when very inferior flour unfit 
for proper food was sold at four shillings per 
stone. The writer of these pages has a very 
vivid recollection of the sufferings of the poor 
in the north of England at that period; even 
in agricultural districts the scarcity was 
keenly felt. This was one cause for the long 
delay on the part of the government; they 
waited for official testimony, and then waited 
hoping that the next year's crop would change 
gloom to joy, but, alas! it only intensified the 
evil and filled the hearts of the people with 
hopeless despair. Relief works were sug
gested, and public soup-kitchens under local 
relief committees attempted to arrest the 
famine. "All over the country large iron 
boilers were set up, in which what was called 
"soup" was concocted; later on Indian-meal 
stirabout was boiled. Around these boilers 
on the roadside there daily moaned and 
shrieked and scuffled and fought crowds of 
gaunt, cadaverous creatures that once had 
been men and women made in the image of 
God ! The feeding of dogs in a kennel was 
far more decent and orderly. I once thought 
-ay, and often bitterly said in public and in 
private-that never, never would our people 
recover the shameful humiliation of that brutal 
public soup-boiler scheme. I frequently stood 
and watched the scene till tears blinded me, 
and I almost choked with grief and passion. 
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It was heart-breaking, almost maddening to 
see; but help for it there was none" (A. M. 
Sullivan's New Ireland, chap. vi.). 

Mr. Sullivan, speaking from personal know
ledge, tells us that when relief works were set 
on foot by the government: "The wretched 
people were by this time too wasted and ema
ciated to work. The endeavour to do so under 
an inclement wintry sky only hastened death. 
They tottered at daybreak to the roll-call; 
vainly tried to wheel the barrow or ply the 
pick, but fainted away on the 'cutting,' or 
lay down on the wayside to rise no more. 
As for the 'roads' on which so much money 
was wasted, and on which so many lives were 
sacrificed, hardly any of them were finished. 
Miles of grass-grown earth-works throughout 
the country now mark their course and com
memorate for posterity one of the gigantic 
blunders of the famine time." 

Speaking of the decline of funerals, and the 
Irish idea thereof, he remarks: "Soon, alas! 
neither coffin nor shroud could be supplied. 
Daily in the street and on the footway some 
poor creature lay down as if to sleep, and pre
sently was stiff and stark. In our district it 
was a common occurrence to find on opening 
the front door in early morning, leaning 
against it, the corpse of some victim who in 
the night-time had 'rested ' in its shelter. 
We raised a public subscription and employed 
two men with horse and cart to go round each 
day ancl gather up the dead. One by one they 
were taken to a great pit at Ardnabrakar 
Abbey, and dropped through the binged bot
tom of a 'trap coffin' into a common grave 
below. In the remoter rural districts even 
this rude sepulture was impossible. In the 
field and by the ditch-side the victims lay as 
they fell, till some charitable band was found 
to cover them with the adjacent soil. It was 
the fever which supervened on the famine 
that wrought the greatest slaughter and spread 
the greatest terror. For this destroyer when. 
it came spared no class, rich or poor. .A.s long 
as it was 'the hunger' alone that raged, it 
was no deadly peril to visit the sufferers; but 
not so now. To come within the reach of this 
contagion was certain death. Whole families 
perished unvisited and unassisted. By level
ling above their corpses the shealing in which 
they died, the neighbours gave them a grave. 
I myself assisted in such a task under heart
rending circumstances in June, 1847." 

In speaking of the deeds of heroism per-

formed during this awful crisis, Mr. Sullivan 
gives a story of which be could speak with 
authority. The Rev. A. B. Hallowell, Pro
testant curate of the parish, in which Mr. 
Sullivan was born and lived, "went about 
doing good" to all, irrespective of creed. 
"There were comparatively few of his owu 
flock in a way to suffer from the famine; but 
he dared death daily in his desperate efforts 
to save the perishing creatures around him. 
A poor hunchback named Richard O'Brien 
lay dying of the plague in a deserted hovel at 
a place called 'the Custom Gap.' Mr. Hallo
well, passing by, beard the moans and went in. 
A shocking sight met his view. On some 
rotten straw in a dark corner lay poor 'Dick' 
naked, except for a few rags across bis body. 
Mr. Hallowell rushed to the door and saw a 
young friend on the road : 'Run, run with 
this shilling and buy me some wine!' be cried. 
Then he re-entered the hovel, stripped off bis 
own clothes, and with bis own hands put upon 
the plague-stricken hunchback the :flannel 
vest and drawers and the shirt of which be 
bad just divested himself. I know this to be 
true. I was the 'young frieud' who went 
for and brought the wine." Mr. Hallowell 
subsequently became rector of Clonakilty, Ire
land. 

Mr. Sullivan further remarks: "Fondly 
as the Catholic Irish revere the memory of 
their own priests who suffered with and died 
for them in that fearful time, they give a place 
in their prayers to 'the good Quakers, God 
bless them,' Jonathan Pim, Richard Allen, 
Richard Webb, and William Edward Forster, 
afterwards known as the Right Hon. W. E. 
Forster, M.P. for Bradford." 

Not only in England and Scotland, but in 
the great cities of the United States of Ame
rica, meetings were held in 1847 to raise 
money for the relief of Ireland, and these 
meetings were attended by the most influen
tial men of the country. The chief-justice of 
the supreme court presided over a meeting 
held in Philadelphia, January 28th, 1847, and 
the vice-president of the United States pre
sided over a meeting held in Washington. In 
New York, Boston, &c., the same sympathy 
was manifested, and active exertions made to 
afford the kind of relief most needed at that 
moment by the people of Ireland. On the 
13th of April, 1847, the American war-ship 
Jamestown sailed into Cork Harbour, under 
the command of Robert B. Forbes, with a 
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cargo of breadstuffs for the starving people 
of Ireland, which had been sent over by the 
Americans as an expression of their sympathy. 
Another cargo was brought over by the 
United States frigate Macedonia, under the 
command of George C. De Kay. 

Meetings were held in Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Leeds, Manchester, Preston, and other towns, 
where large assemblies passed strong resolu
tions on this vital subject, and petitions were 
sent to government asking them to stop distilla
tion from grain, and to close public-houses on 
Sunday. Statistics were given at these meet
ings showing that in the midst of all this 
gloom and misery the distilleries and brew
eries were smoking on, and destroying seven 
million quarters of the best barley per annum 
to make alcoholic poisons. If this barley had 
been made into bread-and barley loaves would 
have been better than Indian-meal "stir
about,"-it would have produced 116,600,000 
four-pound loaves of bread, or over thirty 
loaves for everyone of the people suffering from 
hunger in each year of this fearful visitation. 

By public subscriptious some hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of British and American 
money was raised and spent in the erection 
of "soup-kitchens" and providing soup for 
the people, or in the purchase of Indian-meal 
to make "stirabout," &c. Mr. Maguire, in his 
Biography of Father Jlathew (chapters xxv.
xxviii.), gives terrible accouuts of the suffer
ings of the poor people, who in some districts 
were fed with this meal and housed with less 
comfort than swine. 

The labours of Father Mathew and his 
co-workers during this fearful time were ex
traordinary, yet all the while the manufac
ture of strong drink was still going on, and 
good grain was worse than wasted. It seems 
passing strange how a so-called ''enlightened 
and Christian government" could be so blind, 
or fail to learn the logic of facts so patent to 
the common observer. lo times of dire dis
tress and great public peril, such as this w::i.s, 
common sense dictates the propriety of at 
once taking steps to economize and prevent 
the waste of food so much needed, and for 
which the people clamour so loudly. As one 
writer justly observes, "Surely there must be 
something morally hardening to the feelings 
of humanity in this dread traffic, that men 
can look so coldly on and see their mash-tubs 
bubbling up consuming the food, while their 
fellows are dying for the want of it." 

The cry of hunger is a fearful cry, and bas 
often been the herald of bloodshed and revolu
tion. The eloquent Burke said truly, "You 
need not reason with hungry bellies; fill them 
with food, and then argue your matter." 
Hunger has made whole nations mad, and 
prepared the people for anarchy and crime. 
Had the government of the day acted wisely, 
and taken judicious steps to feed the people 
at the first outbreak of the famine, many pre
cious lives would have been saved, and much 
of the crime with which of late years we have 
had to cope might possibly have been pre
vented. The government had a very good pre
cedent and undeniable facts to justify them 
in prohibiting the destruction of grain in the 
distilleries, &c., in the experiences of 1796-97. 

Mr. Colquhoun, in his Treatise on the Police 
of London (6tb edition, 1800, p. 328), gives 
this testimony: "It is a curious and impor
tant fact, that during the period when the dis
tilleries u·ere stopped in 1796-97, though bread 
and every necessary of life were considerably 
higher than during the preceding year, the 
poor were apparently more cornfortable, pai'd 
their rents more regularly, and icere better fed 
than at any period for some years before, even 
though they had not the benefit of the exten
sive charities which were distributed in 1795. 
This can only be accounted for by their being 
denied the indulgence of gin, which had be
come in a great measure inaccessible from its 
very high price. It may be fairly concluded 
that the money formerly spent in this impru
dent manner had been applied in the purchase 
of provi,sions and other necessaries to the amount 
of some £100,000. The effect of their being 
deprived of this baneful liquor was also evident 
in their more orderly conduct; quarrels and 
assaults were less frequent, and they resorted 
seldomer to the pawnbroker's shop; and yet 
during the chief part of this period bread 
was fifteen pence the quarternloaf,meat higher 
than the preceding year, particularly pork, 
which arose in part from the stoppage of the 
distilleries, but chiefly from the scarcity of 
grain." 

There had been a total failure in the har
vest, and the distilleries were stopped by act 
of parliament. The years 1809-10 and 1813-
14 were also seasons of scarcity, and the dis
tilleries were stopped. The average consump
tion of spirits in Ireland in the years 1811-12 
and 1815-17 was 7~ millions of gallons; in 
the other years not quite 4! millions of gallons, 
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a difference of 3! millions of gallons. The fol
lowing table of imports, extracted and averaged 
from returns made to parliament in 1822, 
shows bow the amount thus saved reappears 
in the form of an increase of the following 

Iron, Hardware, and Pots, .......... . .. . 
Haberdashery, ........ . ... .......... .... .. .. 
Cotton Good , .... ........ . ................. . 
Drapery (new and old), .......... yards 
Blankets, ... .... ........... ...... . .. . .. . .... .. 
Black Tea, ... ... .... ... ......... ...... .. .lbs. 
Muscovado Sugar, ................. . cwts. 

"Thus," says Dr. F. R. Lees (Alliance Prize 
Essay, p. 128), "in addition, therefore, to the 
saving of disorder, crime, disease, pauper
ism, and all their cost, it is clear the excise 
was g1·eatly benefited by the increased con
sumption of other excisable articles. What is 
true of Ireland in particular must be true of 
the empire at large. This may be illustrated 
from the fact, that while the actual decrease 
in the consumption of spirits, wine, and beer 
in the year 1850, as compared with the year 
1836, was 524,932 gallons, the increase in the 
consumptiou of coffee, tea, and cocoa in 1850 
over 1836 was 26,735,914 lbs. Hence, what 
is lo t to the excise in one way is made up in 
another. This is confirmed by the fact that 
in the years of Father Mathew's greatest tem
perance triumphs in Ireland, while the revenue 
from whisky was vastly reduced, the total 
revenue had increased £90,000 above its aver
age, besides saving much in its collection." 

In an address given from the altar of the 
Catholic church at Lisgoold, near Cork, Father 
Mathew thus speaks of the terrible sin of de
stroying the food of the people by distillation, 
&c.:-

" I am here in the name of the Lord. I am 
here for your good. This is a time to try 
men's souls; and that man or that woman 
must be a monster who would drink while 
a fellow-creature was dying for want of food. 
I don't blame the brewers or the distillers; 
I blame those who make them so. If they 
could make more money in any other way 
they would; but so long as the people are 
ruad enough to buy and drink their odious 
manufacture, they will continue in the trade. 
Is it not a terrible thing to think that so 
much wholesome grain, that God intended 
for the support of human life, should be con
verted into a maddening poison for the de-

articles of comfort, which bespeak not simply 
the absence of a great curse, but the presence 
of domestic and personal happiness, and of a 
thriving trade, while it helps to solve the 
question-What about the revenue?-

Famine Years, 
1809-10-13-14. 

£467,109 
£140,936 
£197,198 

3, 778,514 
60,004 

3,530,643 
381,278 

Years of Plenty, 
1811-12-15-17. 

£337,458 
£110,936 
£10.J.,198 
2,422,444 

26,603 
3,189,132 

306,954 

Decrease. 

£129,651 
£.'30,000 
£93,000 

1,356,070 
33,401 

341,511 
74,324 

struction of man's body and soul 1 By a cal
culation recently made, it is clearly proved 
that if all the grain converted into poison 
were devoted to its natural and legitimate use, 
it would afford a meal a day to every mau, 
woman and child in the land. The man or 
woman who drinks, drinks the food of the star
·11ing; and is not that man or woman a mon
ster who drinks the food of the starving?" 
(Maguire's Father .Mathew, chap. xxviii.). 

Mr. Maguire tells us that in March, 1847, 
there were employed on the public works the 
enormous number of 734,000 persons, repre
senting, at a moJ.erate estimate of the average 
of each family, upwards of three millions of 
persons, and Mr. W. E. Forster in his report 
made the following statement:-" We learned 
that their wages lid not average, taking one 
week with another, and allowing for broken 
days, more than 4s. 6d. per week; in fact for 
the most distressed localities of Mayo and 
Galway I should consider this too high an 
average. To get to their work, many of the 
men had to walk five or even seven Irish rniles. 
And the four shillings and sixpence per week 
thus earned was the sole resource of a family 
of six, with Indian-meal, their cheapest food, 
at 2s. lOd. to 4s. per stone ! Yet even this 
was the state of those who were considered 
well off-provided for; and to get this provi
sion the people were everywhere begging as 
for their lives. In some districts there were 
no public works; and even where there were, 
we found that, though the aim was to find 
employment for one man to every five or six 
souls, it was not really given to more than 
one man in nine or twelve." 

Those of our readers who desire to know 
more of this terrible famine in Ireland are 
referred to Maguire's B iograpl1y of Father 
Jfathew ,· A. M. Sullivan's New Ireland; 
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O'Rorke's History of the Irish Famine; and the 
Annals of the Society of Friends, from 1846 to 
1849 inclusive, which contain minute details, 
and give fearful accounts of the sufferings of 
the people, written by persons who were eye
witnesses, and whose testimony cannot be dis
puted. 

A writer in the B elfast 1Vews Letter, De
cember, 1883, under the heading of "Irish 
Poverty; an Old Story Retold," demonstrates 
the fact that much of the poverty which is the 
chief source of hish misery, unrest, and disaf
fection arises from the use of alcoholic liquors. 
He remarks that the drink bill for alcoholic 
liquors of every sort is over £10,000,000 yearly. 
"The sum, exclusive of the cost of the wine 
consumed, for the year 1878 was, according 
to a trustworthy estimate, £10,952,329. That 
surely is an euormous sum for a poor country 
like Ireland to pay for an entirely useless ar
ticle! We find from the Statistical Abstract 
that the gross amount of the annual value of 
land in Ireland for the same year was only 
£9,936,605. Then, at least as much as the 
total cost of the drink is lost to the nation by 
the good which the drinking prevents and the 
evil which it causes. In all, her drinking 
customs cannot cost Ireland less than say 
£20,000,000 a year." 

In times of adversity and trouble, when 
employment is scarce and want rampant, 
people from the country districts flock into 
the large cities and towns, and thus impose 
upon the already heavily-taxed ratepayers 
increased burdens. In most cases, but for 
their intemperate habits, very many of the 
unemployed might have been in tolerably 
good circumstances. The facts are the same 
everywhere. In Scotland, Ireland, or Eng
land drink and waste is followed by woeful 
want, whilst as a rule the adherents of tem
perance enjoy comparative comfort, and are 
prepared to endure a considerable period of 
adversity and trial, should such fall to their 
lot. The moral is plain. 

Let us now review the work of Father 
Mathew up to this period, and see what 
were the results. From the year 1838, when 
he commenced his labours as a public tem
perance reformer, until 1843-44, when they 
had arrived at their climax, he had enrolled 
nearly 6,000,000 of his countrymen on his 
records of teetotalism. A writer in Meliora 
in 1860 declared that the pledge he had was 
numbered 5,628,623, and in the Scottish Review 

(1848, p. 429) it is stated that the total num
ber of pers')nS enrolled on Father Mathew's 
list was 5,708,073. The results of this great 
social and moral revolution were seen in the 
diminution of crime and in the improved 
moral tone of the people. Judges publicly 
uttered their testimony to the value an<l 
success of the temperance movement in Ire
land, and the public records give irresistible 
evidence of the good doue to individuals and 
to the community. 

"The results of this movement," says a 
writer in the Temperance Spectator (1 861, pp. 
1 O, 181), "were as beautiful as they were 
extraordinary, both in a social and moral 
point of view; and although the popular 
enthusiasm in favour of teetotalism, or the 
entire disuse of intoxicating liquors, began to 
abate about the year 18-!7, yet the beneficial 
changes made in the habits of the people have 
been quite perceptible in their improved 
manners and condition down to the present 
day. The good \York then accomplished will 
no doubt be felt to the remotest periods in 
the history of Ireland. The consumption of 
whisky in Ireland reacl1eri its maximum in 
1837, when it was nearly twelve million gallons. 
In 1842 it had come down to its minimum of 
about 5! million gallons. One of the strikiug 
advantages of this diminished consumption is 
narrated in a letter from Mr. Thomas Beggs 
of London to Lord Stanley, in December, 
1856, in which he states that the reduction of 
crime iu Ireland was greater than ever took 
place in any age or cou ntry. He gives the 
following statistics of criminals in prison:-

" In 1837 they were ......... .... ..... 12,096. 
" 1838 .................. 11,058. 
" 1839 ...... ...... ... ... 1,077. 
,, 1840 ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. 788." 

Another writer at a later date (.Alliance 
News, December 29tb, 1883) gives the follow
ing statistics of crime, &c., in Ireland as a still 
clearer idea of the extent to which, in Father 
Mathew's time, crime was the result of d1-ilik
ing:-

No. of 'o. of No. of Gallons 
Year. Capital Sentences of Spirits of Trans-Sentences. portation. consumed. 

1839,. ........... 66 916 12,296,000 
1840, ..... ....... 43 751 10,815,709 
1841, ......... .. . 40 643 7,401,051 
1842, .. . ......... 25 667 6,485,433 
1843, ... ....... .. 16 482 5,290,650 
1844, .. .. ..... ... 20 526 5,546,483 
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These figures prove to a demonstration that 
the connection between liquor and crime was 
of the very closest, and that the temperance 
reformation effected a very marked change 
for the better. 

Mr. A. M. Sullivan (New Ireland, chap. vi.) 
makes the following striking observations:
"The circumstances under which the drink 
arose anew amongst the Irish people are pain
fully reproachful to our law-makers and ad
ministrators. There were scores, probably 
hundreds of districts in Irelaucl from which 
drink-shops had long totally disappeared, and 
had there been at the time any statutable 
conservation of this 'free-soil' area, three
fourths of Father Mathew's work would have 
endured to the present hour. But what 
happened within my own experience and 
observation was this; When the govern
ment relief works were set on foot all over 
the kingdoms, close by every pay-office or 
depot there started into operation a meal store 
and a whisky shop; nay, often the pay-clerks 
and road-staff lodged in the latter and made 
it 'head - quarters.' Only too well the 
wretched people knew what the fire-water 
would do for them; it would bring them 
oblivion or excitement, in which the horror 
and despair around them would be forgotten 
for a while. In many a tale of shipwreck we 
read with wonder that at the last dread mo
ment the crew broached the spirit casks and 
drank till delirium came. In Ireland the 
starving people seemed possessed by some 
similar infatuation when once the fatal lure 
was set before them. In the track of the 
government relief staff, and especially 'li
censed' by law, the drink-shops reappeared, 
and to a large extent reconquered what they 
had lost. Not wholly, however. There are 
thousands of men in Ireland to-day who 
'took the pledge from Father Mathew,' and 
hold by it still. There are cities and towns 
in which the flag has never been hauled down, 
and where its adherents are as numerous as 
ever. To the movement of Father Mathew 
is owing, moreover, that public opinion in 
favour of temperance legislation which Ire
land has so notably and so steadily exhibited. 
The pure-sonled and great-hearted Capuchin 
has not lived and laboured in vain." 

Similar testimony is borne by Mr. J . F . 
Maguire, M.P., and by Mr. James Haugh
ton, .T.P., and numerous others. If Ireland 
had had local option or some other practical 

method of prohibiting the liquor traffic where 
the voice of the people so desired, the grand 
results of Father Mathew's labours would 
have been permanent, and much of the evil 
which has since fallen upon and been wit
nessed in that land would have been averted. 
Moral suasion may, and will under certain 
circumstances do for the individual, but not 
in every case. To cure the nation of its 
foulest blot, its most terrible disease, requires 
the strong arm of the law. The only way to 
root out the cancer is by totally prohibiting 
the common sale of intoxicating liquor. Give 
to the people themselves the legal power, as 
soon as they desire it in sufficient numbers 
to ensure a majority, to rid each town or 
district of the liquor traffic, then may we 
hope for permanent success and see the people 
of Great Britain and Ireland become truly 
sober, virtuous, free. 

One very pleasing and encouraging result 
of the temperauce reformation in Ireland is 
stated by Mr. William Church of Belfast in 
a paper read at the International Temperance 
Convention in 1862, in which he says "that 
thousands of the young men and women of 
Ireland have never tasted the drunkard's 
drink, and know nothing of the frightful 
i:;ower of the pernicious habit of using intoxi
cating beverag s." Some of the most active 
and useful workers in the various temper
ance organizations in Ireland are whole-life 
abstainers. 

In the spring of 1848 the Rev. Father 
Mathew had an attack of paralysis, from which 
he recovered in a few weeks, and in 1849 he 
was induced to go over to America, and 
there also did an immense work; but during 
the two years of his absence he had other 
attacks of paralysis, and returned home to 
Ireland in December, 1851, with a broken 
constitution, while from that time to the end of 
1856 he was in very failiug health. In the hope 
of deriving benefit from the change of air and 
scene he went for a year to Madeira in 1854, 
but in the next year, Mr. Sullivan tells us, 
"be found more solace and relief under the 
tender care and affectionate attentions of 
Protest ant friends in Liverpool - Mr. and 
Mrs. William Rathl:,one - than amidst the 
vineyards and orange-groves of the sunny 
southern isle." In 1856 he was brought to 
Queenstown. Believing himself that the end 
was near, he felt anxious to be at home, that 
he might die amid the familiar faces and 
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scenes of his own beloved city. On the 8th 
of December, 1856, a wail of sorrow in the 
crowded streets of the city of Cork told that 
one fondly loved, yea, one almost idolized by 
the people of every creed and party, was now 
no more. Not Ireland alone, but all Christen
dom mourned the loss of a hero in Father 
Mathew-the "Irish Apostle of Teruperance." 

So ended in the sixty-sixth year of his age 
and the forty-second of his ministry, the life 
of this extraordinary man-" a life," said one 
who knew him intimately, "which appears to 
be one of the very brightest in the records of 
our country. His course was one of continual 
active benevolence. He occupied a large 
place in the hearts of his countrymen; he was 
followed by the praise of multitudes; and yet 
he remained to the last plain and simple in 
his manners and in his domestic habits. His 
house was humble, his floor uncarpeted, and 
his furniture scanty" (James Haughton, J.P., 
International Convention Report, p. 71). 

"A 1llemoir of tlie Very Rev. Theobald 
.~f atliew, with an Account of the Rise and 
Progress of Temperance in Ireland," was 
written ;md published in 1840, from the pen 
of the Rev. James Bermingham, parish priest 
of Bonisoka.ne. A large and able work en
titled Father Mathev;; a Biograpl1y, by John 
Francis Maguire, M.P., was published in 1863, 
and a cheap or people's edition in 1 82. From 
this work, A. M. Sullivan's New Ireland, 
Annals of the Friends, and the 'l.'emperance 
Spectator we have gathered the information 
given in these pages relative to the life and 
labours of Fat.her Mathew and his co-workers. 
The centenary celebrations of this apostle of 
temperance will be dealt with hereafter in 
this history. 

Of the distinguished men who laboured with 
Father Mathew there are two or three deserv
ing of special mention, and foremost of all is 
the late REV. DR. JOHN SPRATT of Dublin, 
who was a true friend of temperance and au 
ardent, laborious worker. On one occasion 
he visited Belfast, and added about 9000 
pledges to the temperance roll. He continued 
to the last to labour in various ways to pro
mote the interests of the cause in several parts 
of Ireland. He put forth strenuous efforts to 
prohibit Sunday.-drinking, and ably assisted 
the efforts to secure legislation for Ireland in 
this direction. He died ou the 6th of August, 
1869, at the advanced age of eighty years. 

One striking fact i11 relation to this work 

was the unity of action and warm friendship 
of men of widely different views-Fathers 
Mathew and Spratt, Catholics; William 
Martin, the brothers Webb, and others, 
Quakers; Richard Dowden and James Haugh
ton, Unitarians; and adherents of other deno
minations, so that they were spoken of as 
"Anti-everything-arians." 

Ireland has had few friends more true and 
brave than ALEXANDER MARTIN SuLLlVAN, 
and Father Mathew found in him a truly 
devoted and sympathetic worker, one who 
believed that strong drink was his country's 
direst enemy. A. M. Sullivan was the second 
son of Mr. D. Sullivan of Dublin, and was 
born at Bantry, county Cork. Whilst pro
secuting bis studies as an artist in Dubliu 
and London, about 1853, be became connected 
with the newspaper and periodical pre~s, and 
on the retirement of Mr., afterwards Sir 
Charles Gavan Duffy, in 1865, he became con
nected with the Nation newspaper, of which 
he remain d editor and proprietor up to the 
close of 1876. In 1857 he travelled for a 
few months in America, and published the 
result of a portion of his tour iu a little work 
entitled A Visit to the Valley of Wyom.ing. In 
1868 he was twice prosecuted by the govern
ment on separate indictments for sedition, 
arising out of the Manchester executions, and 
being convicted on one, underwent four 
months' imprisonment in Richmond jail. 
While in prison notice of his nomination as 
lord-mayor of Dublin for the ensuing year 
was made in the municipal council, of which 
he was a member, but he at once stopped the 
proceedings. On his release a committee was 
formed to present him with a national testi
monial, but he expressed his disinclination to 
be the recipient of any compliment pecuniarly 
valuable; and a sum of over £300, ~ hich had, 
however, beeu received meantime by the com
mittee, was bestowed by him as an initiatory 
subscription to the statue of Henry Grattan 
(executed by the late Mr. Foley, R.A.), 
subsequently erected in College Green. Mr. 
Sullivan was returned to parliament in the 
Home Rule interest as one of the members 
for the county of Louth at the general election 
of February, 1874. Mr. Sullivan represented 
the county of Louth till the general election 
of 1880, when he was elected for Meath. He 
withdrew from parliament in consequence of 
ill health in 1882. He was the author of 
several historical and biographical works, 
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including New Ireland, which comprises a 
series of political sketches and personal remi
niscences of Irish public life, which first 
appeared in 18i7, and was afterwards re
published in a c eap edition. 

In 1876 be was admitted to the Irish bar, 
and in 1877 the bencbers of the Inner Temple 
collferred on him the exceptional compliment 
of a "special call" to the Engli'h bar. In 
1876 he terminated his connection with Irish 
journalism, and soon afterwards removing to 
London devoted himself to practice in the 
legal profession. He was one of the original 
founders of the Home Rule movement, in 
which he acted a lea.ding part. He took a 
very active interest in all questions of social 
reform, and was a prominent advocate of the 
temperance que tion in all its phases. He 
was a vice-president of the United Kingdom 
Alliance, of the Dublin Working Men's Club, 
and had been chairman of the executive in 
the Irish Permis ive Bill Association from its 
establishment. We shall have occasion to 
notice his work in connection with this and 
other temperance efforts in due course. Mr. 
Sullivan married. in 1861, Frances Genevieve, 
only surviving daughter of the late Mr. J olrn 
Donovan of New Orleans. As a platform 
speaker he was exceptionally good. Eloquent, 
earnest, logical, and sympathetic, he could 
interest and moYe an audience, rousing it to 
the highest pos ible pitch of enthusiasm. Oue 
of the most memorable meetings we ever 
attended was the annual meeting of the 
United Kingdom Alliance, Manchester, 1876, 
when Professor Smyth, M.P., Canon Basil 
Wilberforce, and A. M. Sullivan, M.P., each 
addressed the meeting with all the eloquence 
and vigorous powers of which they were ca
pable, and many able critics were puzzled to 
determine which of the three was most suc
cessful. 

We believe that the temperauce cause never 
bad a more earnest and sincere friend and 
supporter than the late A. M. Sullivan . .After 
resigning his seat in parliament Mr. Sulli
van tried to recruit his health, and in the 
summer of 1884 visited the Killarney Lakes, 
accompanied by his wife; but an attack of ill
ness compelled him to return to Dublin, where 
he was carefully nursed and tended by his 
wife and brother, Mr. T. D. Sullivan, M.P., 
and other immediate relatives, but all efforts 
were in vain. He died on the l 7th of October, 
1884, at the age f fifty-eight years. 

JAMES HAUGHTON, J.P., of Dnblin, was a 
well-known public philanthropist, an anti
slavery advocate, and an able, willing co
worker with the Rev. Father Mathew and 
Rev. Dr. Spratt. He was born in Carlow, 
May 5th, 1795, and was the son of a water
drinker for forty years before teetotalism was 
known or spoken of, who died in 1828 at the 
age of eighty years. His son not only fol
lowed his example, but became an ardent, 
zealous prohibitionist, and a vice-president of 
the Allin.nee. He was an able and copious 
writer, and published several interesting works. 

Mr. Haughton died February 20th, 1873, 
at the age of seventy-eight years. 

When Father Mathew commenced the 
movement in Cork, he was immediately joined 
by MR. RICHARD DOWDEN, who was an untir
ing supporter of the temperauce reformation. 
He was a man characterized by sonnd j udg
m ent, sustained by large-hearted benevolence, 
and his efforts were visible wherever attempts 
were made to ameliorate the condition of the 
people. He was widely known in the paths 
of science and literature, and was a liberal 
and active politician. 

For many years Mr. Dowden was a member 
of the town- council, and filled the office of 
chief magistrate of the city. As old age crept 
npon him he retired from public life and busied 
himself in the furtherance of useful and chari
table works. He was a regular attender at 
the meetings of the Literary and Scientific 
Society, of which he was censor; and he 
actively promoted the interest of the Blind 
Asylum, with which he was connected for a 
number of years. After a useful and well
spent life he expired at Cork, on the 12th of 
August, 1861, at an advanced age. 

Amongst the Protestants of Cork who were 
true friends and active workers in the tem
perance reformation was the REV. N. C. DuNs
COMBE, curate of St. Peter's, who became iden
tified with the movement in 1837, and was a 
most energetic and disinterested friend and 
supporter of the cause. 

As evidence of the esteem in which he was 
held may be mentioned the fact, that at a 
total abstinence tea and musical festival 
held at the South Monastery Schools, Cork, 
the late Richard Dowden in the chair, sup
ported by the Rev. Father Mathew and other 
Roman Catholic clergyman, the first resolu
tion passed was a vote of congratulation to 
the Rev. Nicholas Dunscombe, a Church of 
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England clergyman, rejoicing in his recovery 
from recent illness and restoratiou to active 
health, and recognizing his great usefulness in 
the cause of temperance, education, and other 
benevolent activities. Such resolutions in such 
places (when about 1000 persons were present) 
prove the non-sectarian character of the move
ment, and the late Richard Dowden, in 1860, 
declared that "the leaders, one and all, main
tained this spirit with unimpeachable integ
rity" (Lytl19oe's Key, p. 45). 

DANIEL O'CONNELL, M.P., known in Ire
land as "The Liberator" and in England as 
the "Irish Agitator,'' was born in 1775. He 
belonged to an ancient family in West Kerry, 
and was expectant heir to an uncle-" Old 
Hunting Cap," who would have left him cou
siderable means had the future tribune not 
married for love, and displeased the wealthy 
old sq nire. Mr. O'Connell, like many of his 
popular compatriots, became a barrister, and 
was well versed in the law, his skill, learning, 
eloquence, and ingenuity being tested, exhib
ited, and fully proved. He entered public 
life in 1810, and took an active part in the 
political questions of the times. He was an 
ardent advocate for the repeal of the Union, 
for Catholic Emancipation, &c., and, as already 
stated, was au able temperance advocate, who 
often addressed meetings in England, &c. 

In 1844 he and a number of bis a sociates 
were arrested and lodged in Richmond jail. 
He was afterwards tried, convicted, and seu
truiced to a fine of £2000 and twelve months' 
imprisornuent; but the conviction was quashed 
by the House of Lords, and O'Connell and 
his fellow-prisoners were borne from prison 
in a triumphal procession. 

Duriug the terrible famine crisis he flung 
himself into the struggle against starvatiou 
and death, until, as A. M. Sullivan says, "the 
great heart and the grand brain gave way. 
Mournfully, clespairiugly, the old man sank 
into the tomb. He had lived too long: he 
had seen the wreck of all he loved. To Rome, 
to Rorue he would bend his way; he would 
see the successor of St. Peter and visit the 
shrine of t he Apostles before he might die." 
Alas! God willed it otherwise, and he died 
at Genoa, May 15th, 1847, at the age of 
seventy-two. 

A notable Irishwoman connected with the 
tern perance movement was ANN A MARIA HALL, 
whose maiden name was Fielding, a uative of 
Wexford, aud by the mother's side of mingled 

French and Swiss descent. ·when about fifteen 
years of age she went to reside in London, and 
in 182-! she married Mr. S. C. Hall, a native 
of Devonshire, who was for many years the 
popular editor of the .Art Jow·nal. She wrote 
and published her first work, Sketches of Jri,s/i 
Character, in 1828, and it was so well received 
that she became a constant contributor to the 
press, many of her works passing through 
several editions, some of them being trans
lated illto German aud Dutch. Slie wrote 
several touching stories illustrative of the 
value of temperance principles. 

That the venerable Alexander Smith Mayne 
of Belfast has beeu blessed with choice fruit 
for his zeal aud energy in the tern perance 
cause is illustrated in the case of his convert 
l\1ARRIOTT RoBERT DALWAY, for over ten years 
M.P. for the ancient borough of Carrickfergus, 
of which he is a native. Some years ago Mr. 
Dalway bore the following testimony:--

" From youth I was accustomed to the daily 
use of all kinds of intoxicating liquors, ancl to 
society in which such a person as an abstainer 
was rarely, indeed never, met. Therefore I 
know perfectly what the drinking system is, 
and I also know wliat it is to be an ab tain er." 

Mr. Dalway was for many years pre id eut 
of the Irish Tempera.nee League, and while iu 
parliament earnestly advocated and voted for 
measures calculated to promote temperance, 
including Sir Wilfrid Lawson's Permissive 
Bill. 

Another illustrious Belfast abstainer is Sm 
JAMES PORTER CORRY, Bart., M.P., eldest son 
of the late Mr. Robert Corry, merchaut of 
Belfast. He was born September 8th, 1826, 
and was educated privately and at Belfast 
College. He is a J.P. for county Antrim and 
Belfast, and a ship-owner and merchant in 
that borough. He was first elected for Belfast 
in February, 1874, and was for some time 
senior member for his native town, but after
wards be was elected member for Mid-Arwagh. 

Sir James is a life abstainer, and a hearty 
supporter of temperance legislation. During 
the Irish Sunday Closi11g agitation no mem
ber of parliament was more attentive to the 
best interests of the temperance movement 
than Sir James, and it is recorded that he 
was present at every oue of the numel'Ous 
divisions which took place during the progress 
of the Irish bill through parliament. He has 
also been a warm supporter of Sir Wilfrid 
Lnwson's Permissive Bill. 
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Previous to entering parliament Sir James 
Corry was for some years the active president 
of the Irish Temperance League, and it was 
mainly due to his exertions and influence that 
the late Mr. John B. Gough paid his earlier 
visits to Ireland. 

R. H. CAMPBELL was born at Bellinamal
lard, county Fermanagh, Ireland, September 
llth, 1820. His father was an Irish Wesleyan 
minister. At an early age young Campbell went 
to business in Belfast, and spent ten years at 
the Ulster Tract and Book Depository, during 
the latter part of his time having the manage
ment of the business. In 1835 he had a good 
offer from one of the London wholesale houses, 
but preferred the Wesleyan ministry, from 
which his father had just retired after a long 
and successful career. 

He continued in the ministry for fourteen 
years, filling some of the most important cir
cuits, but was obliged to retire on account of 
serious and long-continued family afflictions 
He again engaged in secular work at Bristol: 
where he joined the I.0.G.T and became 
editor of the Western Good Templa1\ In 
January, 1872, he removed to Kent as super
intending agent of the United Kingdom Al
liance, and soon after had the county of 
Sussex added to his district. In 1883, some
what broken down in health, he went out to 
Australia, and was invited to undertake the 
agency of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, 
Independent Order of Good Templars, but 
unhappily he was soon rendered incapable by 
growing weakness, and on the 20th of June, 
1888, he expired at Bayswater, Brisbane, at 
the age of sixty-seven years. 

REv. JAMES GRAVES, B.A., incumbent of 
Ennisnag, county Kilkenny, Ireland, was a 
personal teetotaller, a member of the Church 
of Ireland Temperance Society, and an ad
herent of the United Kingdom Alliance. He 
and bis wife took a prominent part in the 
temperance movement in his own parish. He 
ably advocated the cause from his own pulpit, 
one of his latest sermons being on the evils of 
strong drink, and the benefits, religious and 
social, of abstinence. He was one of the 
founders of the Royal Irish Historical and 
Archmological Society, and one of the most 
learned of Celtic antiquarians. "He was a 
man of the highest and most amiable Chris
tian character, and enjoyed the rare distinc-

tion, in a country where sectarian and poli
tical feeling is so deep and bitter, of being 
respected and esteemed by all parties alike." 
He died in April, 1886, at the age of seventy 
years. 

RICHARD ATKINSON was an alderman of 
Dublin, and twice lord-mayor of that city, 
first in 1849 and again in 1861. He was 
an ardent friend of temperance, a supporter 
of the United Kingdom Alliance, and for 
some time president of the Dublin Metropoli
tan Total Abstinence Society, which at that 
period had over 2000 Protestant members. 

During his second mayoralty he wrote to 
the secretary of the United Kingdom Alliance, 
and stated that the Alliance had long "had 
his warmest sympathies-a cause which aims 
in a constitutional aud proper manner at the 
removal of one of the greatest sources of 
wretchedness and immorality in these coun
tries." 

JAMES ALLAN was born at Bangor, county 
Down, Ireland, March 25th, 1809. His parents 
were Scotch, but at that time were tempor
arily residing in Ireland. Soon after the birth 
of their son they returned to Scotland, where 
he was educated. Mr. Allan devoted himself 
to the study of the physiological phases of 
temperance, and lectured thereon, using about 
700 square feet of anatomical illustrations. 
Dnring one of his visits to London, Mr. J. H. 
Pugett of Totteridge presented him with nine 
magnificent lithographs by Day, the Queen's 
lithographer, and on one of his visits to Livey
pool he was presented with specially prepared 
diagrams. His lectures were favourably no
ticed by the press, and he was a very accept
able and popnlar lecturer. His attachment to 
the cause was proved by his refusal of liberal 
offers to lecture on other subjects. 

During the year 1848 the ranks of the tem
perance workers in London lost two familiar 
and earnest labourers in Dr. Richard Hicks 
of St. Pancras, who died October 7th; and 
Mrs. Sherman, wife of the Rev. Jame Sher
man of Surrey Chapel, who died May 18th, 
at the early age of forty-two years. Mrs. 
Sherman was a laborious worker, a true friend 
of the cause. whose prayers and persnasions 
had their influence upon such men as th e Rev. 
Newman Hall and others, who owe much to 
her earnest pleadings and example. 
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On the lOth of N ovember, 1845, MR. PETER 
SINCLAIR, of the Commercial Temperance 
Hotel, South David Street, Edin burgh, com
menced the juvenile movement in Scotland, 
and for the first ten or eleven months had the 
entire responsibility of the meetings, getting 
occasional help from friends and sympathizers. 
D uring this period upwards of 800 children 
were enrolled. In July, 1846, MR. JOHN 
HoPE1 writer to the siguet, proffered his aid 
to extend the movement. In October, 1846, 
Mr. Thomas M'Millan was engaged as an 
agent, and Mr. Sinclair began to extend his 
operations by opening four branch meetings 
in different parts of the town. On the lst 
January, 1847, a meeting of the active workers 
took place, when it was resolved t0 designate 
the association "The British League of Juve
nile Abstainers," to have an engraved card of 
membership, and to include tobacco and opium 
in the pledge of the league. The children's 
meetings increased to twenty-two, and in a 
few months the membership was upwards of 
2000. A grand fete was held in the city on 
July 3d, 1847, in which 12,000 children took 
part. 

On the 5th July, 1851, another great gather
ing of juvenile abstainers took place in the 
Queen's Park, Edin burgh, when the delega
tions from the various societies with their 
friends and other visitors were estimated to 
amount to 70,000 persons. In course of time 
the city of Edin burgh was divided into dis-

tricts, and meetings held weekly in each,
meetings for children, for young men, appren
tices, &c., an<l for young women, in addition 
to two Sabbath-schools. 

Mr. J obn Hope took a very deep interest 
in this movement, and contributed from his 
own private funds the munificent sum of 
£4698, 1 s. 2d. within a period of three years, 
ending August 3lst, 1861. From 1847 to 1865 
Mr. Hope's total contributions to this one 
object exceeded £20,000. Mr. Hope is still 
(1891) closely illentified with the "British 
L eague of Juvenile Abstainers" in Edinburgh, 
and it is understood that he has set aside a 
very large sum for the carrying on of the work. 

At an early period in the history of the 
Order of Rechabites special attention was 
given to the.young, and in the Juvenile Tent 
many of our ablest advocates received their 
first lessons, and began their labours in the 
temperance cause. 

In J nne, 1846, a Juvenile Temperance So
ciety was formed at Carlton Hill Schools, 
Brighton, under the management of the REV. 
WILLIAM CL.ARK and his son-in-law MR. C. 
H. YEWEN-since better known as Dr. Y ewen. 
This society soon numbered 104 members, and 
formed the nucleus of the Brighton Band of 
Hope. 

In August, 1847, a movement was made 
amongst the juveniles at R ochdale, and in 
nine months the organization numbered 414 
members. Its meetings were held once a fort-
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night alternately in about nine different school
rooms, being announced from the desk by the 
superintendents of the Sunday-schools. Mr. 
John T. Pagan was president and Robert 
Adamson secretary. 

It is impossible to give details f the for
mation of all the first juvenile abstinence 
societies, but we desire to impres upon the 
minds of our readers the fact that the friends 
of temperance were not, as some have sup
posed and erroneously stated, either indif
ferent to, or unconscious of, the great and 
important duty devolving upon them of traiu
ing the chi ldren in the ways of temperance, 
and thus proving that "prevention is better 
than cure." At an early period special efforts 
were made to organize societies for the young, 
RO that such societies were in existence long 
before the adoption of the name Band of Hope. 

The Band of Hope movement, grand and 
glorious as it is, being a fuller development 
of juvenile temperance societies u der a uew 
name, was uot, literally, a new organization 
nor the first successful effort in thi · <lirection, 
but, as already stated, the same principle more 
fully developed and organized under a new 
and more euphonious uame. 

There has been much controversy on the 
question of "Who was the founder of the Band 
of Hope movement?" With a view to the 
settlement, if possible, of this point, a corres
pondence was begun in the columns of the 
Alliance News in 1883. Amongst other letters 
was the following:--

" MR. JOHN MITCHELL, now residing at 
Mostyn, Newton Heath, Manchester, founded 
a Band of Hope in Sculcoates, Hull, in Sep
tember, 1847. The meetings were first held 
in a room adjoining his office in Church 
Street. They were attended principally for a 
while by bis own scholars, he being a teacher 
in the Primitive Methodist Sunday-school, 
Church Street. He addressed a circular letter 
to the superintendents and teachers of the 
Sunday-schools in Hull asking the use of 
their schools for the purpose of holding Band 
of Hope meetiugs. A landlord or publican 
was induced to sign the pledge, and Mr. Mit
chell assisted him in taking down his sign 
and turning his house into a coffee-house and 
his club-room into a meeting-room for the 
Band of Hope, which was increasi gin num
bers week by week. Mr. Mitchell himself 
says that the title 'Band of Hope' was sug
gested to him by Dr. Firth, who said in con-

versation with him, 'We can make nothing 
whatever of the old 'fogies,' the young are 
our hope; if you can band them together you 
may succeed.' From this Mr. Mitchell called 
bis abstaining scholars the 'Band of Hope,' 
and he declares that he had never heard the 
title given to a juvenile temperance society 
before he gave it, nor anywhere seen the title." 

In a private letter bearing date April 23d, 
1883, which Mr. Mitchell addressed to the 
writer of these pages, he says: "I have ever 
since claimed the title of founder of the Band 
of Rope, and unless you can produce rebutting 
evidence to upset this claim I must continue 
to do so against all comers." 

In reply to the aforesaid letter in the Alli
ance News, the venerable W. A. Pallister of 
Leeds wrote stating that in 184 7 the late Mr. 
George Hewitt and others from Leeds visited 
Hull and introduced the new ruovement
Bands of Hope-to Dr. Firth, and makes this 
very forcible and conclusive remark: "Hence, 
no doubt, Dr. Firth's ability to furnish a name 
for Mr. Mitchell's young society." 

This at once removed Mr. Mitchell's name 
from the list of claimants to the honour, espe
cially as the Hull movement was inaugu rated 
in September, 1847, two months after the 
founding of the movement in Leeds. 

In Graham's 'l'emperance Gazette for 1866 an 
account was given of the origin of the Baud of 
Hope moverueut, in which the late Mrs. Carlile 
of Dublin was stated to have been the founder 
and also the author of the name "Band of 
Hope." The Band of Hope Clironi'cle and other 
publications have reproduced this story. 

MR. JonN GARTH THORNTON, the veteran 
secretary of the Western Tern perance League, 
thus writes:-

" In July, 1847, I had the good fortune to be 
present at a crowded meeting of boys and girls 
under South Parade Chapel, Leeds, when the name 
'Band of Hope ' was first suggested by the late 
Mrs. Carlile and the REV. JABEZ TUNNICLIFF. On 
this never-to-be-forgotten occasion Mrs. Carlile, 
gazing upon the interesting throng, was sitting 
next to Mr. Tunnicliff, who said: 'If we form 
these young folks into a society, what shall we call 
them?' That devoted lady made answer in her 
Irish brogue, 'Och, sbure, they're a Band of Hope;' 
and so one of the noblest developments of our 
movement has been designated to this day. The 
next day Mr. Tnunicliff called to let me see the 
copy of a now well-known and popular melody 
which he bad composed since the meeting of the 
previous night, commencing with the words, 
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•Come, all dear children, sing a song, 
Join with us heart and hand.' 

Each verse ending with the refrain, 

'For we have signed the temperance pledge 
A short time ago.' 

"This first Band of Hope was conducted chiefly 
by a committee of ladies under Mr. 'funnicliff's 
ruperintendence, of which my wife was one. 

"Bristol. J. G. THORNTON." 

This seems almost conclusive evidence, but 
1Ylr. Thornton's memory must have failed 
him, for he altogether forgets very impor
tant facts of which he must have been cog
nizant. (1) His story is at variance with that 
f the Rev. J. Tunnicliff, who states that the 

meeting and conversation relative to the name 
'·Band of Hope " was held at the residence of 
1Ylr. James Hotham, and not in South Parade 
School-room. (2) Mr. W. A. Pallister, a Leeds 
man, and one of the earliest of the Yorkshire 
teetotallers, has repeatedly asserted in tbe tem
perance papers, &c., that tbe Rev. J abez Tun
nicliff of Leeds was the founder of Bands of 
Hope, and gave particulars thereof in the Brit
i8/i Temperance .Advocate. 

In a private letter (dated October lst, 1877) 
Mr. Pallister informs us that he was present 
on the occasion named by Mr. Thornton, and 
he did not hear Mrs. Carlile use the words as
cribed to her, nor did others who were present. 
He thinks the words referred to were used at 
the breakfast on the morning of Mrs. Carlile's 
departure for Bradford. 

In a long letter written by Mrs. Carlile on 
the 12th January, 1861, she gives particulars 
of her labours, from which we take the fol
lowing extract:-

" The origin of the name was as follows:
" I had been asked to address a large as

sembly of female children belonging to the 
different Sunday-schools in Leeds, and gladly 
consented. When I entered the spacious room 
allotted for the purpose, and saw such num
bers of nice, comfortably-clad children, I said 
to the on,ly gentleman present, '0 my friend! 
is it not a cheering sight to see all these dear 
children? It is in the young people that I 
have placed my chief hope for the furtherance 
of the cause so dear to my heart, and I think 
we ought to call thisjuvenilemeeting the' Band 
of Hope.' He assented, and so the name was 
retaine l, and thus originated a society several 
of whose members will, I trust, become, through 
God's bleRRing, a 'hope' to cheer many an 

VOL. !L 

anxious parent's heart" (Letter to Mr. Alex
ander Smith Mayne, of Belfast). 

It seems cruel, if not ungallant, to a grand 
old lady, and somewhat ungracious to Mr. 
Thornton, to spoil so happy a picture as that 
drawn by him; but evidently, according to 
this letter, he was in error in saying he was 
present. It is probable, however, that the 
phrase was first struck out at a subsequent 
meeting, at the breakfast-table of Mr. Hotham, 
as suggested by Mr. W . A. Pallister. 

(3) The Rev. Jabez Tunnicliff, Baptist 
minister of I.eeds, dating from Leeds, Decem
ber, 1864, in a little book printed and pub
lished on the spot where the facts were best 
known, gave them in detail. In his Band of 
Hope Annual, containing as frontispiece a 
portrait of the author, and annonncing on the 
title-page that the anthor was the "Founder 
of the Band of Hope Movement," he makes 
the following statement:-

" Many years ago, before some of you were 
born, I resolved to try to make myself useful 
in persuading children to avoid that great 
enemy, STRONG DRINK. And since that time 
I have kept my resolution, and have been 
among them more or less every week and 
every year, and have done something towards 
accomplishing the desire of my heart. 

"I can well remember the time when there 
was no Band of Hope in the land, and was 
present when the first society under that name 
was formed. I was at its first meeting; made 
the first speech to its members; gave the 
pledge to the first boy who joined it; and my 
love for it has never grown less, but has rather 
increased year by year ever since. And now, 
for the first time, I feel inclinerl. to speak in a 
book to all my young teetotal friends. I have 
many things to say which I think may make 
you wiser and better while you live, and pre
pare you for a still happier life in the world 
to come. If what I say in this book should 
please you, and I should get to know of it, I 
shall be sure to want to speak to you again at 
some future time. I will tell you iu the be
ginning of our acquaintance how the Band of 
Hope came to be first known in this country. 
In the year 1847 a poor woman ea.me to my 
hou e and said her husband was very ill and 
wanted to see me. I went with her, and found 
a young m;m near bis end. He had lived a 
very irregular life, and had brought on his 
affi.ictio11 and death by excessive indulgence in 
the use of intoxicating drink. He was not 

30 
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yet thirty years of age, but had been a con
firmed drunkard, and was now about to fall 
into an untimely grave. I saw him several 
times, and I hope was useful in bringing him 
to see and confess his sin, and trust in a lov
ing Saviour for forgiveness and eternal life. 
The day before his death I entered his room 
and found him sitting in an arm-chair; his 
wife sat upou a stool at his feet, and his two 
lovely little children were playing on the floor 
by his side. He said: 'Sir, I am almost at 
the end now, and want to say something to 
you before I die. When I was a boy I was 
a scholar in a Sabbath-school, and afterwards 
became a teacher. I was the11 very much in
clined to become a Christian, and took great 
delight in my Sabbath-day duties, and espe
cially loved my class. One Sabbath afternoon, 
after the closing of the school, my fellow
teachers proposed that we should walk a few 
miles into the country, We coutiuued our 
walk until we came to a small wayside public
house. It was proposed that we should go in 
and rest a while, and have a glass of ale. I 
objected, as it was the Sabbath, to comply 
with the proposal; but it was said if these 
houses were worth anything they must be 
useful to such as are weary and need refresh
ment. I consented, and found quite a num
ber of young men there who, like ourselves, 
wanted to rest and refresh themselves. The 
company eemed cheerful and friendly, and I 
soon began to feel at home. On other Sab
baths we walked in the same direction, and 
al ways stopped for rest at the same place, 
until I began to think more of my walk an<l 
glass of beer than of the Sabbath-school or of 
my class. I occasionally spent an evening 0f 
the week in other public-houses at a little 
distance from my home, and found increasing 
pleasure in the company who met there. I 
soon gave up my Sabbath-school and every 
serious thought, and became a regular drun
kard; and,' putting his trembling hand on the 
shoulder of his poor weeping wife, he said, 
' this woman can never forgive me for the 
wrong I have done to her, For the last two 
years I have never obtained a shilling at my 
own business; and my poor children and my
self have been supported by the hard toil of 
my injured wife. It was the first glass tlzat 
did it; and I waut you, if you think it worth 
while to say anything about me when I'm gone, 
to warn young men against the first glass.' 

"You will not wonder, my dear readers, if, 

as I left this mournful scene, I determined to 
carry out the dying wish of this poor fallen 
young man. I told this tale of his end to my 
friends, and informed them of my intention 
as soon as possible to form a society on th e 
temperance principle exclusively for childre11 
and young people. 

"A few weeks after this a very excellent 
Irish lady, Mrs. Carlile of Dublin, visited the 
town of Leeds for the purpose of addressing 
children in our day-schools on the subject of 
temperance. She had a tender and loving 
heart, and her gentle but earnest manner of 
speaking excited their attention, and induced 
many of them to promise never to touch in
toxicating drinks. It was my privilege to be 
her companion in her visits, and from what I 
saw and heard I felt sure that all her labour 
would soon be lost unless something was done 
at once to follow up her work and keep the 
subject of her visits continually before the 
minds of the children; and I determined with
out any further delay to start the movement 
which ha<l occnpied my mind since the death 
I have already referred to. On the morning 
of Mrs. Carlile's departure from Leeds several 
friends of the temperance cause, chiefly ladies, 
met at the house of a gentleman (Mr. James 
Hotham), since called up to his reward, after 
a short but earnest and useful life. I proposed 
that we should at once form our first com
mittee and arrange for our :fir t meeting, alld 
as our only hope of making the world sober 
was in getting the children on our side, it 
would be a suitable thing to call them when 
formed into a society the 'Baud of Hope.' 

"All present were delighted with the idea, 
and entered heartily into a work which has 
since spread all over the land, and given you 
a name of which you may be proud, if you 
are true to your pledge, which will bless tlie 
world in which you live, and save you from 
many a sorrow and many a sin. 

"The first meeting was a glorious gathering. 
Three hundred children sat down to tea, alld 
nearly the whole of them that night took tl1e 
pledge. The first, I find from the record of 
that meeting, who took it, was John 1 Mitchell, 
No. 3 Coach Lane, Cornhill, Leeds, aged twelve 
years." 

1 Quoting a letter from Mr. Tunnicliff, dated October 
28th, 1864, ~fr. G. H. Graham gives the name as George 
Mitchell, but as the Band of Hope .Annual by Mr. Tunni
cliff was published in 1865, we presume he here gives the 
correct name.-P. T. W. 
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As previously stated, there were juvenile 
temperance societies in existence some years 
before Mrs. Carlile's visit to England on a 
mission to the young, and therefore the Band 
of Hope movement was simply a further de
velopment of juvenile temperance societies 
under another name. The evidence adduced 
makes it clear that the Rev. J abez Tunnicliff 
of Leeds was the first to give the title "Band 
of Hope" a practical application, whether he 
originated the name, or it was suggested to 
him by Mrs. Carlile, and he is justly entitled 
to the name he bore during his lifetime, "The 
Founder of the Band of Hope Movement." 

Mr. G. H. Graham of Maidstone has been 
at great pains to give the facts of the Ori,qin 
of the Band of Hope Movement in a little 
booklet bearing that title, acccompanied by 
woodcut portraits of the Rev. Jabez Tunni
cliff and Mrs. A. J. Carlile. 

On pp. 12-15 he gives copies of letters from 
Messrs. John Kershaw and W. A. Pallister of 
Leeds, from which we cull the following ex
tracts:-

" Yon ask if anyone here can remember any 
of the circumstances which Mr. Tunnicliff 
states led him to form the Leeds Band of 
Hope. 

" o far a refers to the young men, I only 
know that Mr. Tunnicliff called atteuti.on to 
the necessity of doiug omething on behalf of 
the children, and mentioned the case of this 
young ma.n as an incenti\7 e; and having heard 
him refer to it so of ten both in public and in 
private, I feel as satisfied of the fact as if I 
had been present and seen and hear<l what 
he has described. I am equally satisfied 
that Mr. Tunnicliff organized the society and 
laboured very arduously and successfully here 
and elsewhere." 

This was written September 9th, 1 65 (only 
a few weeks after .Mr. Tunnicliff s death), by 
Mr. J. Kershaw. "Writing again on the 16th 
of the same month, he gives a sketch of the 
rise and formation of the Band of Hope in 
Leeds, and states that in January, 1847, Mr. 
Tunnicliff brought the subject before the com
mittee of the Leeds Temperance Society, of 
which he was then a member, and that he 
al o spoke to several temperance friends "on 
the subject of some efforts being made spe
cially for the childrer1." 

"In the month of August, in the same year, 
Mrs. Carliie of Dublin came to Leeds and 
visitea several day·schools in the town, and 

addressed the children on the subject of tem
perance, and favourable impressions were pro
duced. 

"Mr. Tunnicliff accompanied Mrs. Carlile 
on several of her visits, and at a friendly 
gathering at the house of the late Mr. J arnes 
Hotham, he sugge ted the desirability of an 
organization especially for children in addi
tion to the adult and youths' temperance socie
ties, both of which were in operation, and the 
suggestion met with approval. 

"Mr. Tunnicliff also waited on several 
ladies, friends of the movement, and invited 
them to form a committee for visiting the 
schools; and having got their consent, he 
brought the subject again before the com
mittee of the parent society, and I find the 
following minute entered: 

"'Committee meeting, September 2d, 1847. 
President in the chair. Moved by Mr. Tunnicliff, 
seconded by Mr. Kershaw, that a ladies' committee 
be formed, under the sanction of the parent com
mittee, to visit the schools already opened through 
the labours of our esteemed friend, Mrs. Carlile, 
and to open other schools accessible to them, for 
the purpose of inducing the children in this town 
to adopt the principles of this society, and that the 
following ladies form that committee, with power 
to add to their number-Hannah Maria Walker, 
Sarah Hotham, Mrs. Kershaw, Mrs. J. G. Thorn
ton, Ann Whiting.' 

"Mr. Tunnicliff appears to have lost no time. 
The committee metat the house of Mr. Hotham, 
and in a minute-book of the Band of Hope 
there is the foJlowing (after referring to the 
visit of Mrs. Carlile, and the resolution of the 
parent committee): 

"' For the purpose of carrying out the above 
resolution, a meeting was convened on Sep
tember 16, when the following persons only 
were present-Miss Lupton, Mrs. Kershaw, 
Miss Walker, Mrs. Hoth am, and Mr. J Tun
nicliff. After some conversation it was re
solved-

"' lst. That Mr. Tunnicliff be the president 
of this society, and Mrs. Hotham the secre
tary.' 

" Then follow four other resolutions num
bered 2, 3, 4, and my wife, who was present 
at the meeting, informs me that after a length
ened conversation it was resolved that the 
name of this society be ' Tlze Band of Hope.' 

"A meeting of the ladies' committee was 
held, Oct. 4th, 1847. Amongst other resolu
tions is the following: 
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"' Resol ve<l, That it is the opinion of this 
meeting that a tea-meeting for the Temper
ance Band of Hope should be held at the Leeds 
November Fair, and that the price of tickets 
to children should be 3d.' 

"Then follow other resolutions as to the 
place of meeting. There are also entries of the 
tea-meeting, the number of children, tickets 
sold, the price of tickets, &c. The minute
book, and also the minute of the parent so
ciety in 1847 and 1848, contain entries of 
resolutions about the pledge and other matters 
connected with the movement." 

In reply to a letter from Mr. Graham, ask
ing still further information, Mr. Kershaw 
writes under date, September 20th, 1865:-

" Dear Sir,-You say that Mrs. Balfour, in Dew
drops, gives the credit to Mrs. Carlile, and that 
you cannot find auything on record anywhere that 
Mr. 'l'unnicliff put in his claim till after the death 
of Mrs. Carlile. This, as an argument, is very 
feeble with those who knew Mr. Tunnicliff. The 
satisfaction of having been the instrument of so 
much good, and the desire to augment that good, 
ma<le personal honour a very secondary matter 
with him; and whether he had seen Mrs. Balfour's 
statement or not, I question whether he would 
ever have thought it needful to put in his claim 
but for the following circumstance: 

"A person said to Mr. 'l'unnicliff, 'How is this, 
Mr. Tunnicliff? You have always allowed your
self to be announced as the founder of the Band 
of Hope, and here we find the honour ascribed to 
another ! Have you been appropriating to your
self laurels that do not belong to you ? ' 'l'he matter 
now appeared in a new light, and he felt bound, 
in vindication of his own character, to state the 
facts of the case." 

These statements seem to unravel the whole 
mystery, and very much enhance the value of 
Mr. Tunnicliff's Band of Hope Annual. 

Writing to Rev. E. Marles, editor of Tlie 
Life and Labours of M1·. Tunnicliff, the other 
Leeds veteran Mr. W. A. Pallister says: 

"The question as to the name of the new 
organization being mooted, Mr. Tunnicliff, in 
one of those happy moods of inspiration which 
were apt to occur to him, said, 'Let it be 
called the Band of Hope.' The apposite name 
was at once adopted, and a few days after the 
meeting, when the organization and name 
were determined on, at a breakfast at the 
house of Mrs. Botham, a Quaker lady of Leerls, 

· he produced the popular melody, 'Corne all 
ye children, sing a song,' &c." (G. H. Graham's 
pamphlet, p. 15). 

The whole of the above-named Band of Hope 
song with the music will be found in Graham's 
National 'l_'emperance Hymnal, page 25. 

Under the able management of the Rev. 
Jabez Tunnicliff the movement spread ra
pidly, and in a few months the nnml>er of 
members on the list for Leeds aud vicinity 
was upwards of 4000. 

The town was divided into sixteen districts, 
each division having two or more male super
intendents. A monthly meeting was held in 
each district, and an aggregate meeting once in 
three months. The ladies called upon the chil
dren at their houses, visited the day-schools in 
the locality, &c. The pledge-card used contained 
a very simple pledge, viz.: "I do agree that I 
will not use intoxicating liquors as a beverage." 
In April, 1848, an agent of the Scottish Tem
perance League visited Leeds, and at the close 
of his report said, "The Rev. J. Tunnicliff, 
the esteemed president, devotes a great por
tion of time to this important bra11cl1 of the 
temperance enterprise (Band of Hope work). 
It is to be feared, however, that his zeal and 
enthusiasm will shorten his days" (Scottisli 
Temperance Review, 1848, p. 564). Unhappily 
this proved to be the case. 

The late REV. JABEZ TUNNICLIFF was the 
son of humble parents at Wolverhampton, 
and one of a family of twenty-two children. 
J abez was born on the 7th of February, 1809. 
When a young man he became a (General) 
Bapti::;t minister, and in 1842 commenced his 
labours in Leeds. During his ministry at 
Byron Street Chapel he became an abstainer, 
and shortly afterwards delivered an excellent 
address in the Wesleyan School-room, School 
Street, Leeds, Mr. W. A. Pallister in the chair, 
when at the close Mr. Tunnicliff signed the 
pledge himself. In J auuary, 1845, be was 
elected to the office of registrar and chaplain 
for the Burmantoft's Cemetery. As a preacher, 
and as a speaker at temperance meetings, he 
was indefatigable, persuasive, and earnest. Ee 
died on the 15th of June, 1865, at the age of 
fifty-six years. 

The illustrious lady who gave Mr. Tunni
cliff the inspiration that led him to become 
the leader of the Baud of Hope movement 
deserves something more than a mere passi1ig 
notice. 

Note. For some years the juvenile society at York was 
denominated The Bond of Hope, but finally the Bond was 
changed for Band (Dr. Dawson Burns's Introduction to 
Graham's Origin of Bands of Hope). 
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ANN J .ANE CARLILE was born at Monaghan 
(70 miles from Dublin) in 1775. At an early 
age she married the Rev. Francis Carlile, Pres
byterian minister of Bailieborough, whose in
come was too limited to educate and maintain 
a family, therefore Mrs. Carlile, with his con-
ent, entered into the drapery business, and 

was remarkably successful. In the meantime 
Mr. Carlile died, and soon after Irs. Carlile 
found that she was in moderately independent 
circumstances, and relinq nished business to 
devote herself to works of philanthropy and 
charity. She bad joined the "Female Jail 
Committee," and visited the prisons of Dublin 
as early as 1827 before Mrs. Elizabeth Fry's 
visit to Ireland. When that lady did visit 
Dublin she found a willing co-worker in Mrs. 
Carlile, who afterwards vi ited many of the 
jails in England and Scotland. She also did a 
grand work amongst the unfortunates of Dub
lin, for whom she ina.ugurateu penitentiaries. 

At first she received little sympathy or help 
from the ladies of Dublin, who said "they 
could not interfere with that class of women ." 
Six days a week this self-sacrificing lady pnr- · 
sued her own course, and rescued many from 
degradation and sin. She afterwards visited 
England, and founded a penitentiary in the 
city of Lincoln. 

w ·hen visiting th e female prisoners in New
gate, Dublin, her attention was arrested by 
the confession of forty women in succession 
that whisky-drinking had brought them there. 
When she urged them to abstain one of them 
exclaimed, "It's true what you say; but you 
can afford to take a glass of wine." 

Upon reflection she saw her duty, and re
solved to abstain from all intoxicating liquors, 
and then try to induce others to do the same, 
and she succeeded in obtaining upwards of 
70,000 signatures to her pledge of total absti
nence; of course many of them were children, 
but large numbers of them kept their pledge 
through life. 

In 1830 she formed the first temperance 
society in Poolbeg Street, Dublin, for the 
benefit of sailors, many of whom afterwards 
looked on her a.s their mother. She was not 
long in identifying herself with the total ab
stinence principle, and visited the province of 
Ulster, making her first appearance on the 
platform there in the Lanc::i.sterian School, 
Belfast, where she met several of the sturdy 
English advocates as well as the workers in 
Belfast and district. 

On the invitation of the Rev. J abez Burns, 
D.D., she visited England, aud eventually 
found her way to Leeds, where she met the 
Rev. J abez Tunnicliff and others. 

Mrs. Carlile was a ready writer, and pub
lished several interesting tracts, &c., continu
ing to labour in works of love to extreme old 
age. On the 11 th of March, 1864, she passed 
away in perfect peace in the eighty-ninth year 
of her age. 

It is a remarkable fact that in this Band of 
Hope movement there seems to have been a. 
simultaneous origin not only of the methods 
adopted, but also of the name chosen for the 
distinctive title of the new organization. 

John H. Esterbrooke, founder of the Band 
of Hope movement in Loudon, is reported iu 
the weekly Temperance Record, l 67, to have 
st:-l.ted at a meeting heJ.d in the lecture ball of 
the National Temperance Society that year, 
that, in the latter part of 1847, he commenced 
a Band of Hope in the Mission Hall, Pear 
Street, Westminster, and without the slightest 
knowledge of such a title or juvenile society 
being in existence. A few particulars of his 
life and labours will be interesting and profit
able. 

JOHN H. EsTERBROOKE was born in Soho, 
London, January 2d, 1817, so that he i now 
in his 75tb year. His father was a native of 
Exeter, and his mother of Chudleigh, in Devon
shite. The family removed to London, where 
the father carried on the business of a manu
facturing silversmith, and by sobriety, per
severance, and economy he was enabled to give 
his eight children a respectable education. In 
early life John showed a love for reading, 
sketching, and painting from nature, preferring 
such studies to the usual pastimes of youth. 
At the age of fourteen he was apprenticed to 
Mr. Charles Mullins, engraver and draughts
man, London, and when his master retired 
from business John succeeded him. During 
his apprenticeship young Esterbrooke attended 
a temperance meeting in the Friends' Meeting
house, St. Martin's Lane, and seemed so much 
interested that he attracted the attention of 
an aged Quaker, who, placing his hand upon 
John's head, said, "Dear young friend, take 
my advice, try the temperance principle, and 
thee will never regret the blessed act." The 
earnest words and kindly action of the good 
man made a deep impression upon his mind, 
a.nd he resolved to try. At a temperance 
festival in Pimlico, October 16th, 1838, he 
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signed the total abstinence pledge~ and soon 
afterwards was induced to become the secre
tary of a local society, whose place of meeting 
was a large loft over some stables in Chapel 
Place, Broadway, where a series of meetings 
were disturbed by brewers' draymen, coal 
porters, and roughs from the slums in the 
neighbourhood. Sometimes strangers pre
ferred dropping from the back window to 
meeting the roughs on or at the foot of the 
ladder by which access to the loft was gained, 
whilst the committee and members would 
stand side by side fighting their way to the 
door in order to expel their cowardly op
ponents. 

In 1841, encouraged by their wonderful 
success, the temperance friends purchased the 
Westminster Theatre, and converted it into 
what was then deemed the finest hall in 
London, and known as the Great Hall, where 
a most successful work was carried on. 

Mr. Esterbrooke was a diligent, earnest, 
and successful worker. In addition to bis 
daily professional duties as an engineer and 
draughtsman, he had an extensive correspon
dence in arranging and providing for the 
meetings of the society, its special demonstra
tions, &c. He was also an earnest and in
telligent speaker, delivering addresses in the 
metropolis and the provinces with enthusiastic 
succes , frequently lecturing upon the scien
tific aspects of the question, illustrating these 
lectures by diagrams and chemical experi
ments. He was a preacher of the gospel, a 
visitor of the people in their wretched homes, 
aud a zealous open-air speaker. 

In 1839 his labours were recognized by a 
special festival in the Great Hall, when he 
was presented with a handsome silver medal. 

In 1840 he joined the Rechabites, and held 
various official positions, including that of 
Grand Chief Ruler and director. In 1843 be 
laboured zealously with Father Mathew dur
ing his visit to London, and presented the 
"Irish apostle of temperance" with an address 
from the Westminster Temperance Society. 

In 1844 Mr. Esterbrooke established a new 
society in Prince's Place, Westminster, which 
had its regular meetings, a mutual improve
ment society, loan library, religious services, 
juvenile meeting, and a youths' preparation 
class, which turned out several able lecturers 
and preachers. In 1860 he established a suc
cessful society in Pimlico, from which several 
other societies have sprung. 

Reverting to the Band of Hope movement, 
we find that during the course of his Sunday 
visits in the autumn of 1847 Mr. Esterbrooke 
came in contact with a drunkard and his wife 
who, while under the influence of drink, had 
been quarrelling and bruising one another. 
He appealed to them and urged the ad visa
bility of signing the total abstinence pledge, 
when the man said, "Mr. Esterbrooke, it is 
of no use preaching to us, we are drunkards. 
We formerly had a bright home, and lived in 
a respectable station; but we drank. Drink 
has ruined us. We are lost, and must have 
drink to drown our remorse. If you want to 
do good," then raising his skeleton arm, fol
lowed by a blow with his fist upon the table, 
he shouted, "save the children!" 

This frantic exclamation of despair and pity 
for the childreu thrilled through the brain of 
Mr. Esterbrooke like a prophetic inspiration, 
and lecl him to take action at once. He com
menced a series of addresses in the Pear 
Street Mission Hall, which was filled to over
flowing, and hundreds of persons, young and 
old, igned the pledge. Twice his life was 
imperilled by the opposition chiefly of the 
public:ms, but he persevered, and held open
air meetings on Sunday mornings, when an 
effort wa made to stop him by the police, 
who took him to the police station, and after 
warning him let him go. He disregarded 
their threats and continued his meetings. 
Convinced of the necessity and value of or
ganization he adopted the title of "The London 
Band of Hope Movement," and in 1848 the 
first tea festival and public demonstration was 
held, when Lord Ashley (afterwards the Earl 
of Shaftesbury) presided. 

On the 15tb February, 1852, a grand de
monstration was held in Exeter Hall, when 
James Silk Buckingham, the oriental traveller, 
presided, about six thousand children being 
present, while a larger number who were 
unable to obtain admission were gathered 
outside. 

In 1849 Mr. Esterbrooke published a 
pamphlet entitled "Bands of Hope: Their 
Importance, How to Form and Sustain Them, 
&c.," which had an extensive circulation. 

The movement spread in and around Lon
don, and in May, 1855, through the exertions 
of Messrs. J. Haynes, Stephen Shirley, and 
Q. Dalrymple, the LONDON BAND OF HoPE 
UNIOX was established for the purpose of pro
moting Bands 6£ Hope in London and the 
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provinces. The objects contemplated were as 
follows:-" (1) To form Bands of Hope; (2) to 
assist, as far as means would allow, Bands of 
Hope already established; (:3)to employ authors 
of acknowledged talent in the production of 
works adapted to the present state of the 
movement; ( 4) to promote the circulation of 
approved publications; and (5) to employ 
agents qualified to interest the young and to 
organize on a right basis local Bands of Hope. 
The offices of the Union were at the temper
ance hotel kept by Mr. Stephen Shirley, in 
Hanover Street, Long Acre, London, till 1857, 
when Mr. Shirley removed to more extensive 
premises in Queen Square, Bloomsbury, where 
the offices were transferred; but in course of 
time the operations of the Union became so 
extensive as to necessitate the removal of the 
offices to Red Lion Square, London. Mr. 
Shirley was for some years an active and effi
cient worker in the movement, aud delighted 
to labour amongst the young, although his 
efforts were not confined to this branch of 
the movement. He was one of the founders 
of the London Temperance League., and an 
early friend and staunch supporter of the 
United Kingdom Alliance. 

Few men have taken a deeper interest in 
this work than has the Rev. George Wilson 
M'Cree, long familiarly known as the "Bishop 
of St. Giles'." During his official connection 
with the Union its operations were so largely 
extended that it was deemed advisable to 
change the name to that of "The United 
Kingdom Band of Hope Union," for its work 
was extended over the whole country. 

Mr. M'Cree was admirably supported by the 
assistant secretary, Mr. Frederick T. Smith, 
who became general secretary on Mr. M'Cree's 
retirement from that office. 

In 1851 the Band of Hope movement was 
taken up at Bradford, Yorkshire, and in that 
year the Bradford Band of Hope Union was 
established, which, by its efficient officers and 
able agents, has rendered valuable service to 
the movement in that town and district. 

Immediately after the formation of the 
London Band of Hope Union in 1855, asimilar 
union was formed at Sheffield, and under the 
guiding band of Mr. W. J. Clegg and family 
it became a powerful and successful organiza
tion. 

Other unions were formed at Halifax in 
1858, at Bristol in 1862, and in 1863 the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Band of Hope Union 

was formed at Manchester, and being well 
managed it eventually became the second 
greatest and most successful union in the 
country. Its agents have, almost without ex
ception, been men of ability, integrity, and 
zeal, some of them men of special gifts, not
ably Mr. W. H. Whitehead the organist, 
songster, and lecturer, Mr. Thomas Jarrett, 
and others. 

In 1865 the Yorkshire Band of Hope Union 
was established at Leeds, and amongst its 
agents were the late Rev. W. B. Affieck, 
Mr. William Bell, and others who were very 
popular. In 1870 the Huddersfield Union 
was formed, in December of the same year 
the Glasgow Union, and in 1871 unions were 
formed at Nottingham, Hull, and Manches
ter, the latter being the "Manchester Wes
leyan Band of Hope Union." Following 
these were the Bedfordshire Band of Hope 
Union, the Methodist New Connexion Band 
of Hope Union, and others of a denomina
tional character, viz. the Church of England, 
the Wesleyan Methodists, Methodist Free 
Church, Baptist, Congregational, Presbyterian, 
and other church Band of Hope unions in the 
United Kingdom, the Colonies, &c. &c. 

Such has been the success of this move
ment, that, according to returns presented in 
1889, there were 16,000 societies, in connec
tion with which 2,000,000 1 young persons in 
the Uniteu Kingdom were learning truths 
and forming habits which will in thousands 
of instances be instrumental in keeping them 
from the thraldom of intemperance, and help 
to fit them for the active duties of life. 

If this large and increasing number of Bands 
of Hope makes true, sterling teetotallers of 
their members, then the effect must be salu
tary, and the day is not far distant when the 
question of " compensation" will be more 
equitably dealt with than was suggested in 
the licensing clauses of the bill presented to 
the British parliament in 1890 and then with
drawn. 

In January, 1851, Mr. T. B. Smithies com
menced the publication of a valuable illustrated 
monthly under the name of the Band of Hope 
Review and Sunday School Friend, which by 
its excellence and attractiveness soon gained 
public favour and attained a large circulation. 
Iu the following year the British Temperance 

i The Scottish Union includes 600 societies with 130,000 
members. 
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League commenced the publication of the 
Band of Hope Journal, while about the same 
period the Scottish Temperance League 
began the Adviser (started November, 1847), 
and made it specially nttractive to the young. 

The Lancashire and Cheshire Band of Hope 
Union's official organ Onward was com
menced in 1 66, and has Leen a valuable aid 
to the movement, as have the Onwar·d Re
citer, Band of Hope .Melodies (music and 
words), and other works issued by the Union. 

We now present our readers with brief 
biographical sketches of some of the most pro
minent Band of Hope workers in different 
parts of the country. 

STEPHEN SHIRLEY was born amid humble 
surroundings in the village of vVorruinghall, 
Buckinghamshire, April 22d, 1820, and was 
the second of a family of seven. During his 
infancy his parents removed to Kentish 
Town, where he was left fatherless at the 
age of twelve years. His elder brother soon 
after enlisted as a soldier, and left Stephen 
to bear the brunt of the battle of life. At 
ten years of age he was put to his father's 
trade (that of a tailor) and continued to follow 
that occupation till the age of fifteen, when he 
was taken in hand by a gentleman connected 
with a Congregational Sunday-school of which 
Stephen wa a scholar. This gentleman placed 
him in the employment of a firm of stationers, 
which has since become one of the most ex
ten i ve in London, and this proved to be the 
first step of his rise in the social scale. 

In M1~y, 1840, Mr. Shirley became identified 
with the temperance movement, and hence
forth t >Ok an earnest and active part in its 
operations. In 1855 he opened a temperance 
hotel in Hanover Street, Long Acre (which 
was afterwards removed in 1857 to Queen's 
Square, Bloomsbury), and would not allow 
either drink or tobacco to be consumed therein 
with his knowleJge. Some of his teetotal 
friends pleaded hard for the pipe, but Mr. 
Shirley was inflexible, and stood to this all 
through his career as a temperance-hotel 
proprietor. 

In the same year (1855) he conceived the 
idea of forming a Band of Hope union, and 
with the assistance of several friends the in
stitution so widely known as the United 
Kingdom Band of Hope Union was estab
lished, as already stated. 

Mr. Shirley assisted in the formation of 
the London Temperance League (since merged 

into the National Temperance League), and 
he established a tern perance society and Band 
of Hope at Isleworth. He has taken a deep 
interest in the operations of the United King
dom Alliance, the Good Templar movement, 
and other efforts. In 1855 he published a 
small work entitled Our National Sine1()s, 
being a word to and for the working-classes. 
He also contributed a series of papers to tem
perance periodicals under the nom de plume 
of " Uncle Trice." 

EBENEZER CLARK, F.S.S., has been connected 
with the Union almost frorn its commence
ment, and has held the office of treasurer for 
about fifteen years. He is an advauced and 
experienced teetotaller, having been an expon
ent and supporter thereof for half a century, 
his studies being specially directed to an 
examination of the nature, properties, and 
effects of intoxicating drinks, and the chemical 
combinations that take place in the process of 
manufacture. He is the author of a work 
entitled The Worship of Bacchus a Great 
Delusion, which is profusely illustrated with 
drawiugs, diagrnms, facts, and figures, and 
has been used for years as a text-book for 
Band of Hope and temperance workers. Its 
perusal would interest and repay those who 
are anxiou to know the truth relative to the 
nature and properties of alcoholic liquors. 
The latter portion of the work is full of most 
valuable statistics, testimonies, and scientific 
facts, and for the price of what is called "a 
gallon of best ale," the reader may have infor
mation worth many pounds. 

As a member of the Society of Arts, a fellow 
of the Statistical Society, and for over thirty 
years secretary of a life assurance company, 
Mr. Clarke has bad facilities for obtaining 
reliable information. He is also the author 
of The Histor.1J of Walthamstow; "The Hovel 
and the Home; or Improved Dwellings for 
the Working - classes, and How to Obtain 
Them," &c. &c. 

GEORGE WILSON M'CREE is another of the 
metropolitan temperance worthies, who hails 
from Newcastle-on-Tyne. In his youth he 
began to preach the gospel of Christ in and 
around Newcastle, in the wildest parts of 
Cumberland and Westmoreland, up and down 
the beautiful dales of Yorkshire, doing most 
of his journeys on foot, and travelling in the 
Black Country-the iron districts of Stafford
shire-in N ottingha.m, and in Norwich. 

At a very early period in his history be 
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~ecame "a staunch teetotaller." Such a man 
rould not do otherwise, after coming within 
the reach of James Rewcastle, George Dodds, 
George Charlton, and Joseph Bormond. 

In December, 1848, when Bloomsbury Chapel 
was opened, it was thought desirable to form 
what was designated the" Bloomsbnry Chapel 
Domestic Mission," and Mr. M'Cree was in
vited from Norwich by the Rev. William 
Brook, in order to take charge of this Christian 
work. He at once entered into the mission with 
characteristic zeal and energy, proving that he 
was, in every sense, the right man in the right 
place. He went in and ont among the people, 
visiting the sick, the poor, the criminal, and 
the vagrant, whether iu the dark fcetid cellar, 
or up a labyrinth of rickety stairs to the attic 
dwellings of those who went nearest to heaven 
because of the cheapness of the rent. He soon 
became so much beloved by the people that 
he became known as the "Bishop of St. 
Giles'," one of the lowest parts of the great 
metropolis. 

In 1867 a mission church was formed under 
the pastoral charge of Mr. M'Cree, thirty
seven members being honourably dismissed 
from Dr. Brock's church for that purpose. In 
1869 this church and cougregation, composed 
of poor persons, raised for religious purposes 
<t much as £87, 6s. 8d. 

Mr. M'Cree is known far and wide as an 
al1le aud powerful advocate of temperance 
principles. "His great power as a public 
speaker lies, not in graces of oratory or tricks 
of rhetoric, but in his simple manly statement 
of fact, and his evident sincerity and earnest
ness. It is obvious that he feels all he says, 
and he makes his audiences feel with him. 
And surely this is the best style of eloquence; 
the impressions made under such oratory are 
not easily effaced. Mr. M'Cree has a tenderly 
sensitive heart, and a compassionate love 
for his fellow-men. Sin he boldly rebukes, 
wrong he unsparingly attacks and exposes; 
and while he can move his hearers to tears by 
his pathos, he can also rouse them into en
thusiasm by his stirring appeals, or evoke 
their indignation by his denunciations of evil. 
As a preacher he is truly evangelical, and in 
all his sermons the great and saving truths of 
Scripture are prominent." 

As secretary to the United Kingdom Band 
of Hope Union his services were invaluable. 

Mr. M'Cree has published a number of use
ful and valuable pamphlets, sermons, &c., most 

of them bearing upon the temperance question. 
His discourses "On the Moral Condition of 
London,"" Concernillg a Child," his sermon on 
the occasion of the execution of John Richard 
Jeffrey (whom Mr. M'Cree visited in Newgate 
and attended to the scaffold), are all worthy of 
their author. His paper on "Our Senior 
Members," and his pamphlets "Old Friends 
and New Faces," "Bows and Arrows for 
Thinkers and Workers," and several others, 
are choice temperance tit-bits. 

FREDERIC T. SMITH, successor to the Rev. 
G. W. M'Cree, was specially fitted for the 
position, he having from childhood taken a 
deep interest in Band of Hope work, and 
when a boy carried his own pledge book aml 
laboured to form Bands of Hope in schools, &c. 

In addition to great musical talent he had 
a remarkable aptitude for teaching and con
trolling young people. For the purpose of 
cnltivating a taste for music, and that of the 
most sweet and ennobling character-vocal 
»ong-thiscountry has no institution to be com
pared with a well-conducted and efficiently
trained Band of Hope Union, and no public 
concerts are, jn our opinion, more charmingly 
sweet and captivating than those given in the 
Palace of Glass at Sydenham, in the Free
tra.de Hall, Manchester, the Philharmonic 
Hall or St. George's Hall, Liverpool, and 
other large buil<li11gs in different parts of the 
country, by the monster choirs of children be
longing to the Band of Hope or Sunday-school 
Union. 

Many of the little ones gathered together 
at the annual temperance fetes at the Crys
tal Palace, London, had to undergo a long, 
wearisome journey, bad never seen one an
other's faces before, and yet with correctness, 
sweetness, and precision they united together, 
and under the control of Mr. Smith's magic 
wand thrilled the hearts and cheered the souls 
of the thousands assembled in that huge con
cert-hall by their rendering of such charmingly 
hopeful and encouraging temperance songs as 
the Rev. Charles Garrett's "We shall do it by 
and by," or the inspiriting temperance song 
"Ye Friends of Temperance Self-denying," to 
the music of the Marsellaise hymn, or that 
pathetically touching temperance song "Who 
will go for father now 1" and others which 
made up the programme for 1871, when, with 
the exception of 1883, the largest number ever 
present on these occasions was gathered to
gether in the grounds of the palace. 
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The following are the places where these 
fetes were held, and the numbers present 
yearly since their commencement until their 
discontinuance in 1891:-

Date. Where Held. 

1862 Crystal Palace, Sydenham. 
1863 No F~te was held. 

Weather. 

Fair. 

Number 
Present. 
19,149 

1864 Crystal Palace, Sydenham. Wet. 16,831 
1865 Fair. 32,472 
1866 Wet. 28,052 
1867 Wet. 30,628 
1868 Fine. 42,877 
1869 Fine. 53, 7 0 
1870 Fine. 50,016 
1871 Fine. 63,069 
1 72 Wet. 62,280 
1873 Fine. 53,090 
1874 Fine. 31,7 0 
1875 ,, Fine. 35,000 
1876 Alexandra Palace. Fine. 33,980 
1877 Horticultural Gardens. 16,381 
1878 Crystal Palace, Sydenham. Fine. 60,542 
1879 (July) ,, ,, Fair. 36,874 

(This was held by the National Temp. League.) 
1879 (Sept .) Crystal Pal., Sydenham. Fair. 32,167 

(This one was held by the Good Templars.) 
1880 Crystal Palace, Sydenham. Fine. 61,532 
1881 Fine. 48, 705 
1882 Wet. 53, 050 
1883 Fine. 66,957 
1884 Fine. 48,653 
1885 Fine. 38,348 
1886 Fine. 42,910 
1 87 ,, Fair. 32,352 
1888 No F~te was held. 
1889 Crystal Palace, Sydenham. Fair. 
1890 Fair. 

24,782 
28,961 

Since 1878 the various drinking places in 
the palace and grounds have been devoted to 
the sale of non-intoxicating beverages during 
the time the fetes were being held, and the 
liquor taps closed during that time. 

Of late years the management has in turn 
devolved upon the National Temperance 
League, the United Kingdom Band of Hope 
Union, and the Good Templars, or upon a 
joint-committee of the three orgauizations. 

At each fete concerts in the large hall have 
formed the chief attraction, some years there 
being concerts of Band of Hope children only, 
and at other times additional concerts by 
monster choirs of adults from all parts of the 
country. One of the most pleasing features of 
the children's concerts is the rendering of bona
jide temperance pieces, the programme being 
composed mainly of choice temperance songs 
and melodies. 

MRs. CLARA LucAs BALFOUR was born in 
Hampshire, December 2lst, 1809. She passed 

her earliest years in the Isle of Wiaht and 
subsequently at a school at Woodford, in 
Essex. When still young she was married 
to Mr. James Balfour of the Royal Navy, 
who had contracted habits of intemperance 
that became a source of great trouble to her. 
On the 7th of October, 1837, Mr. Balfour, 
however, signed the temperance pledge after 
hearing an address from Mr. Thomas Allen 
Smith, and on the 16th of the same month 
Mrs. Balfour herself signed the pledge at a 
little chapel in St. George's Road, Pimlico. 
She is said to have been the ninth person 
who signed the pledge in the Chelsea dis
trict; and was a member of the committee of 
the first female society formed in the neigh
bourhood in which she resided, and by visita
tion and speaking in female meetings she 
became very useful. Shortly afterwards Mrs. 
Balfour contributed poems and papers to the 
Temperance lntelligencer, and wrote several 
pamphlets on Socialism, Temperance, &c., 
which had a large circulation. In 1841 she 
published Tlte Garland of TVater Flowers, a' 
volume of poems and tales, and from 1848 
to 1876 her prolific pen produced a host of 
works all co11tributing to her fame as a writer 
of more than ordinary merit. Her temper
ance tales are all of a superior character, 
and her contributions to the British Work
man and Band of Ilope Review are almost 
innumerable. After a painful illness, last
ing some ten months, this highly-esteemed 
friend of the cause pa sed away on Wednes
day morning, July 3d, 1878, in the sixty
ninth year of her age. 

THOMAS BYWATER SMITHIES wa.s born at 
York in 1817. Without what are styled 
worldly advantages, he laid himself out to 
become in the truest sense the friend of the 
working man, and by the unselfishness of his 
life and the busy activity of his faithful pen 
he fully reached more than he had hoped for. 
The British Workman, which he so carefully 
and lovingly edited, with its companion, The 
Band of Hope Review, became known from 
end to encl of the United Kingdom, and far 
away into the Colonies and America, &c. 

When visiting the convicts in York prison 
he was taught to know the heavy share of 
responsibility which strong drink had to bear 
for those sad scenes, and he was led to make 
the question of total abstinence an essential 
part of his future religious teaching to the 
young on Sundays, a.nd indeed on every day 
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of the week. In or about the year 1853 Mr. 
Smithies removed to London, and there com
menced the Band of Hope Review, and not 
many years afterwards the British Wol'kman. 
He soon found it necessary to devote his whole 
time to literary work, aud The O!zild1·en's 
Friend, The Infant's Jfagazine, The Welcome, 
and some other valuable serials, have to thauk 
him, some of them for their origin, all for 
careful editing. The beautiful illustrations of 
each of these were a marked feature, and did 
much to ensure their continued success. 

In all his publications he took care that 
temperance had its place of honour. He was 
a supporter of most of the large temperance 
organizations, and a personal friend of the late 
Mr. John Cassell. Mr. Smithies died July 
20th, 1883, at the age of sixty-seven years. 

GEORGE BLABY, one of the most popular of 
the agents of the United Ki11gdom Band of 
Hope Union, was born of humble parentage 
at Fareham, in Hampshire, June 9th, 1828. 
In childhood he went to live in London, and 
attended a Sunday-school not far from Picca
dilly. When but a boy he began to speak at 
juveuile missiouary meeting in connection 
with the school, and became one of the orators 
of the little assembly. By and by he became 
a very useful lay preacher. 

In 1849 he was led to go to a meeting held 
in the Temperance Hall, Tottenham Court 
Road, and saw that it was his duty to sign 
the total abstinence pledge. A few weeks 
afterwards he made his first temperance speech 
in the same hall, and from that time devoted 
his ene1-gies to the movement. In 1861 he 
joined the Wesleyan Reformers' meeting in 
the Temperance Hall, King Street, Long 
Acre, and became a very useful local preacher. 
This little society was merged in the United 
Methodist Free Church. 

Mr. Blaby gave his earnest attention to 
study and the preparation of sermons, tem
perance addresses, and the composition of 
poetry, so that after his day's toil was over, 
and his duties as a Sunday-school teacher, 
local preacher, Band of Hope worker, &c., were 
attended to, he had few idle moments. Be
lieviug that he was specially qualified for the 
work, he was invited to become a Band of 
Hope agent, and as a speaker, siuger, and 
worker became deservedly popular. 

He published the Temperance Harmonist, 
which contained a number of hymns and 
songs of his own. 

In addition to bis work in connection with 
the Band of Hope Union, Mr. Blaby devoted 
part of his time to horue missionary duties in 
Westminster. In thirteen years he addressed 
3250 Band of Hope meetings, 1050 adult tem
perance audiences, delivered 00 lectures with 
dissolving views, spoke to 500 Sunday-schools 
and 150 day and ragged schools, preached 
between six and seven hundred sermons, and 
took 2300 pledges. We fear that he over
tasked his strength, and that he was a victim 
to overwork. He died on the 26th of October, 
1875, at the early age of forty-seven years. 

Although a ·Yorkshireman by birth, the 
· late WILLIAM BALDWIN AFFLECK was more 
truly known i~ the county of Durham, where 
his great life-work was beguu. He was born 
at Grassington, near Skipton, April 16th, 
1830. 

At about nine years of age William went 
to work in the coal-pit, aud before he was 
eighteen he had one leg broken three times 
above the knee and twice below, which made 
him lame for the remaiuder of his life. He 
wore a boot with a thick clog-sole, and even 
then had his ups and dowus in the world daily. 

As is often the case, evil communications 
produce evil results, and his mode of life and 
surroundings taught William bad habits, and 
he learned to drink. He was of a merry, 
sociable disposition, fond of fun, frolic, and 
song, and was a fair singer, so that he made 
what is called "good company," and was fre
quently found in the public-house. 

After being disal>led from working in the 
pit, William turned his attention to shoemak
ing, and made the acquaintance of a young 
man named William Green, who afterwards 
became one of the successful London mission
aries, and subsequently went out to Africa 
nnder the auspices of the Bishop of Londou, 
who was much interested in him. 

Like most self-educated men Mr. Affleck 
sought help wherever he thought he could find 
it, and availed himself of every possible oppor
tunity to learn. After his conversion he joined 
the Primitive Methodists, and became a local 
preacher. He was introduced to Mr. William 
Bell-for many years agent to the Yorkshire 
Baud of Hope Union-when visiting Etherley 
in the county of Durham, and Mr. Bell asked 
him to give a short address at his meeting, 
which after a little pressure he consented to 
do, and spoke with such acceptance that he 
was called upon again and again until he 
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became a duly recognized local temperance 
advoca.te. He not only talked but sang, and 
recited temperance pieces until he became a. 
very popular speaker, and was invited to 
places a considerable distance from home. 

In 1855 Mr. Affleck was engaged as tem
perance missionary for Bishop Auckland and 
district, and in the following year he became 
missionary to the ladies' committee, leaving 
them to become agent to the Band of Hope 
Union. In 1863 he visited Yeadon to con
duct temperance services, and before the close 
of the year nearly 600 persons in that locality 
signed the temperance pledge. A Methodist 
Reform church was formed about this period 
at Yeadon, and Mr. Aflieck received a unani
mous invitation to become their minister. He 
accepted the offer, and laboured amo11gst them 
for about four years, during which time the 
Queen Street Chapel was built, and the church 
removed from the lecture-hall, High Street, to 
their own chapel. In 1868 he accepted a call 
to Holmfirth Circuit (Wesleyan Reformers), 
and labonrecl there for about two years, but 
he got into conflict with some of the church 
officials on the "sacramental wine" question 
by strongly ad vacating the use of unferrnented 
wiue in the ordinance. He next became 
agent for the Yorkshire Ba.nd of Hope Union, 
taking up his residence at Bradford, where he 
suffered the loss of his son, William Newton 
Affleck-" a young man greatly belove<l,"-a 
<laughter, Lillie, and his devoted wife, all 
being buried at Undercliffe Cemetery, Brad
ford. In 1873 he resigned the agency of the 
Union, and was presented with an address 
and a purse of £25 as a token of the regard 
of the people amongst whom he laboured. 

Mr. Affleck again entered the marriage 
relationship in October, 1872, with Miss At
kinson of Yea.don, and on leaving the Band 
of Hope Union he entered into the service of 
the United Kingdom Alliance as superinten
dent for York and district. 

In 1876 he crossed the Atlantic, and engaged 
in temperance work in Canada with remark
able success. He next settled in Springfield, 
Illinois, preaching and lecturing on temper
ance, &c., and eventually became conference 
agent for the new Wesleyan Training College 
of Mitchell, South Dakota, and in June, 1887, 
arrived in England on a mission to raise funds 
for this institution. On Sunday, October 9th, 
1 87, he preached at Birkenshaw, and on the 
following evening lectured under the auspices 

of the local temperance society on "Abraham 
Lincoln the Good." On the Tuesday evening 
he had arranged to deliver a lecture in Roscoe 
Place Wesleyan School-room, Leeds, and left 
Mr. John Garbutt's house for the purpose of 
attending this meeting. 

While the meeting was in progress Mr. 
Affleck was observed to leave the platform 
and retire to the vestry. When some of the 
friends went to the vestry to tell him be was 
wanted for his lecture, they found him lying 
on his face on the floor apparently in a fit. 
A doctor was sent for, and he was removed 
to Mr. Garbutt's, where he died early on 
Saturday morning, October 15th, 1887, at the 
age of fifty-seven years, and was buried in 
the Yeadon Cemetery. While residing at 
Yeadon, Mr. Affleck published several inter
esting little works, viz.: Home Thoughts and 
Public Utterances,-Heart Yearnings for Ilap
pim· Days,-Tmnperance and Band of Hope 
Reciter, and the Excelsior JJfelodist, which in
clnded his own piece, "Lost for Want of a 
Word," &c. He was one of the joint-editors 
of Tlie Temperance Lighthouse. 

JosHUA ALLEN WARDLE of Liverpool, an 
earnest, active, and successful labourer in the 
cause, was for several years agent to the Liver-

. pool Temperance and Band of Hope Union, 
but during the last six years of his life he 
laboured as an independent, unofficial temper
ance advocate. He was the author of several 
popular tracts, and circulated many thousands 
of the "Jug" leaflet. He took a deep interest 
in Sunday-schools, and made himself a name 
amongst the young people by his dissolving 
view exhibitions, and by catering for their 
amusement on gala days. He died on Mon
day, February 18th, 1884, in his :fifty-second 
year, and was interred in Smithdown Lane 
Cemetery, where a handsome monument was 
erected by his tempera.nee friends. 

The Band of Hope movement found an 
earnest enthusiastic supporter in the Rochdale 
district in JOSEPH PETRIE of that town, who 
signed the teetotal pledge on the 3d of March, 
1835, and became one of the most active 
workers the society had. As soon as the Band 
of Hope movement was started at Rochdale, 
Joseph Petrie was ready to do his part, and 
he laboured with zeal and energy in the town. 
He was also an early member of the council 
of the Alliance,.and soon having fully grasped 
its principles and aims, he began to advocate 
them as part of his creed and policy. 



BANDS OF HOPE. 205 

The Lancashire and Cheshire Band of Hope 
-nion appears to be one of the most valuable 

and successful provincial unions in the country. 
From its foundation in 1863 it has gradually 
worked its way into public favour, and by its 
admirable publications, illustrated lectures, 
and continually increasing facilities for fur
thering the interests of the movement, it has 
been gaining strength, experieuce, and power. 

The publication department of the Union 
has grown so extensively, and other needs 
have arisen, which have recently compelled 
the Union to remove to still larger and more 
convenient premises. 

The chairman of the executive, MR. JACOB 
EARNSHAW, is an old and faithful temperance 
worker, who has held office for about twenty 
years. MR.WILLIAM HoYLE, author of Ho;1Jle's 
Temperance Songs and .Llfelodies, is known far 
beyond his own sphere, and has been honor
ary secretary for twenty-seven years. MR. 
TnoMAS HALLSWORTH, editor of the Onward 
Reciter, gives practical proof of his literary 
tastes and love to the cause iR his selection 
of pieces for that work. He has been honor
ary secretary for about twenty-five years. 
MR. W. P. INGHAM, secretary, editor of On
ward, the monthly organ of the Union--and 
its oth r publications, and also manager of 
the publishing department, has been officially 
connected with the Union for about seventeen 
years. MR. J Al\1ES FARRELL, the able and 

popular agent of the Union, has served them 
well for seven years. MR. W. C. WILSON of 
Derby has been engaged as day-school agent, 
commencing June lst, 1890. EDWARD DAW
SON KING and J. Vv. SLACK are evening 
agents specially engaged in addressing public 
meetings, &c. 

The actual working expenses of the Union, 
apart from the publicationdepartment,average 
about £420, which is met by subscriptions and 
donations, affiliation fees, receipts of lectures, 
&c. 

Edward Dawson King, secretary of the 
Manchester and Salford Temperance Union, 
and evening agent of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Band of Hope Union, is a most able 
aud eloquent temperance advocate and lay 
preacher of the gospel. He has been about 
seven years in Manchester, and went there 
from Chester, where for some time he held 
the position of agent to the Chester Christian 
Temperance Society. He is peculiarly adapted 
for the work, having studied it in all its bear
iugs, and been ideutified with it from boy
hood. History, biography, physiology, philo
sophy, poetry and eloquence are all utilized in 
order to make his lectures specially iuteresting 
and in tructive. He is a member of the council 
of the Manchester Association of Elocutionists, 
also of the Manchester, Salford, and District 
Congregational Preachers' Society, and is 
deservedly popular. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

THE MOVEMENT ON THE CONTINENT, IN INDIA, AFRICA, AUSTRALIA, 

NEW ZEALAND, &c. &c. 

1833-1848. 

First Temperance Society in Sweden-Efforts in Germany-Frederick William III. of Prussia and the 
American Society-Rev. Robert Baird, D. D., sent out as Agent-His History of American Temperance 
Societies-Labours of Dr. Baird-Swedish Abstinence Society-King Oscar !.-Norway-Stockholm 
Temperance Society-France-Drunken English avvies-German ational Temperance Convention
Holland-Life of Rev. J. H. Bottcher-Temperance Reform in Upper Silesia-Official Inquiries and 
Report-Similar Reform at Osnaburg- ational Convention at Berlin-Statistical Report-The Czars 
of Russia and Temperance Reform-Brussels Convention-Great Temperance Reform in Russia-A 
Noble Landlord-Demand for Prohibition-Action of Trades Unions in Russia-Boycotting the 
Drunkards-India-Archdeacon Jeffreys-Remarkable Testimony-Temperance in the West Indies
Reports of Rev. James Cox-Rev. E. Davies-Rev. 'l'. Pugh-West Indian Islands-Poona-A 
Soldier's Te timony-Report of Rev. T. Atkinson, Agent London Missionary Society-- Rev. G. Blyth's 
Report-Bombay-Barbadoes, &c.-Hankey, South Africa-Work of James Backhouse, Minister of 
the Society of Friends-Rev. J. Read, African Missionary- Liberia, West Coast of Africa-A Prohibi
tion District-Rev. W. Ashton, South African Missionary-Rev. W. Anderson, Sandwich Islands-The 
King and Chiefs as Teetotallers-Work Amongst the Young Islanders-Temperance Anniversary at 
Honolulu-The Hawaiians- James Backbouse and G. W. Walker in Australia-Total Abstinence Socie
ties Establi hed-Van Diemen's Land Total Abstinence Society-David Smith, the Fir t Teetotaller in 
South Australia- ew Zealand- elson Temperance Society-Auckland Total Abstinence Society
Sydney, &c.-The Honourable Richard Heales. 

It appears from J. S. Buckingham's Na
tional Evils and Practical Remedies, 1849, that 
at a very early period in the history of the 
temperance movement a moderate spirit
drin king society was formed in Sweden, viz. 
October 23d, 1830, and on the 18th February, 
1 31, a Mr. Owen had established a society 
at Stockholm which enjoined total abstinence 
from spirits. 

Amongst the many distinguished personages 
present at one of the meetings of the British 
and Foreign Temperance Society, held in 
London in 1831, was JOHANN OF SAXONY, a 
royal German prince of great scientific and 
literary attainments, who was so much im
pressed with the importance of the subject 
that, on his return home, he directed his phy
sician Dr. Med. Carl Gustav Carus (who was 
for over :fifty years an eminent medical prac
titioner at Dresden) to prepare an appeal to 
the German people on the subject of temper
ance. 

He did so, and the appeal bore the names 
of a number of very eminent German states
men and church dignitaries, viz. Johann, duke 
of Saxony; bis Excellency Bernhard von Lin
Jenau, minister of state; his Excellency Ernst 

Gustav von Gersdorf, minister of state; Dr. 
Med. Carl Gustav Carus, physician to Prince 
Johann; Wilhelm von Schleben; Friedrich 
Ernst Aster; the Rev. Christoph Fried rich 
von Ammon, D.D.; Dr. Heinrich Wilhelm 
Lebrecht Crusius; Friedrich Ludwig Breur; 
and Gotlieb Adolf Turk, who were the first 
ten temperance men in Germany. 

A few years later the movement (i. e. ardent 
spirit pledge temperance societies) was largely 
extended by the aid of the American Tem
perance Society's agent, the Rev. Dr. Baird. 

In 1833 King Frederick William III. of 
Prussia, seeing the evils. caused by intemper
ance, ordered his ambassador at Washington 
to procure information concerning the prin
ciples, means, and results of temperance soci
ties in America. In consequence of this official 
demand tbe American Temperance Society 
resolved to send an agent to Europe, who 
should endeavour to revive the efforts of the 
friends of temperance. The gentleman selected 
for this work was the Rev. Robert Baird, D. D., 
an American Congregational minister, who took 
np his residence in Paris in 1835 as agent for 
tbe American Temperance Society. He was 
soon deeply engaged in the work, and in order 
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to meet the many inquiries put to him, he 
wrote a Hi'stor,y of tl1e Temperance Societies of 
the United States of .America, which was trans
lated, printed, and circulated in large num
bers. In Holland 1100 copies were published, 
and in Prussia 6000 copies were printed and 
circulated. The government purchased a large 
number and distributed them among the chief 
officers of the kingdom, and the king himself 
so highly approved of the book that he ordered 
portions of it to be used as a reading-book in 
the schools. Copies were presented to the 
Emperor Nicholas of Russia, to Prince Met
ternicb, and others. "This book contained 
the first complete information which the Con
tinent obtained about the system in America, 
and of the result to be obtained." (lnternar 
tional Convention Report, 1862, pp. 35, 36.) 

Like Scotland, the common drink of Prussia, 
Schleswig- Holstein, Hanover, Brunswick, 
Oldenburg, and Poland at this period was 
distilled spirits; but the people in the South
ern States of Germany drank wine and beer 
to a considerable extent. Therefore the agi
tation on the Continent was against ardent 
spirits only, for the wine and beer in common 
use was comparatively weak and harmless, or 
had little power to intoxicate unless taken in 
very large quantities; they were very differ
ent to the brandied wines and fiery compound 
called beer, &c., in England. 

Dr. Baird visited St. Peters burg, Stockholm, 
Berlin, Dresden, and Hamburg, and was kindly 
received at the Court of King Frederick 
William III., and also by King Charles 
Johann of Sweden, who, with his son the 
Crown Prince Oscar, afterwards King Oscar I., 
became meru bers of the Temperance Society. 

In connection with the mission of the REv. 
ROBERT BAIRD, D.D., agent for the American 
Temperance Society, a central temperance 
union for the whole kingdom of Sweden was 
formed at Stockholm, May 15th, 1837, under 
the name of "Swed ish Abstinence Society," 
of which Prince Oscar became patron; and on 
his becoming King of Sweden (in 1844) he 
lent his powerful influence to the cause, and 
set a noble example by shutting np all the dis
tilleries on his own private estates, going so 
far as to give pecuniary compensation to all 
distillers who ceased making alcoholic liquors, 
and he also employed four missionaries to 
travel through the country advocating temper
ance principles (J. S. Buckingham's National 
Evils, &c.). 

In 1836 the temperance movement was in
troduced into Norway, and on the 20th Sep
tember, 1840, a central union was formed at 
Christiania, and a second union was established, 
August 8th, 1841, under the leadership of 
DR. K. N. ANDRESEN, the diligent author of 
many temperance tracts and essays. A fort
nightly temperance journal was published, 
and the Norwegian Catechism of Temperance 
was translated into the Swedish language, 
and also into the tongue of the Laplanders. 

The Stockholm Temperance Society sent 
out as agents or mi sionaries PROFESSORS 
THOMANDI, WEISELGRE , and PASTOR STEN
HOF. In 1842 there were 202 societies in 
Sweden with 64,000 members, and in 1845 
about 300 societies with 85,000 members. On 
the 26th of February, 1846, KING OscAR I. 
sanctioned a public grant, and the franking 
privilege by post, for the purposes of temper
ance reform. These two favours up to 1862 
had no parallel, except in the Kingdom of 
Hanover, where the government munificently 
granted similar sums and privileges to a like 
extent for a lengthened period. 

During the reign of Oscar I. the laws against 
intoxication were enforced with great rigour 
in Sweden. Whoever was seen drunk was 
fined three dollars for the first offence, six 
dollars for the second, for the third and fourth 
a still greater sum, and was deprive<l of the 
right of voting at elections, and of being 
appointed a representative. He was besides 
publicly exposed in the parish church on the 
following Sunday. If the same individual 
was found committing the same offence a fifth 
time he was shut up in the house of correction, 
and condemned to six months' hard lab.our; if 
be w~s again found guilty, then he was con
demned to twelve months' punishment of a 
similar description. If the offence was com
mitted in public, such as at a fair, an auction, 
&c., the fine was doubled; and if the offender 
made his appearance at church in a state of 
intoxication he was still more severely pun
ished. Any person convicted of having in
duced another to intoxicate himself was fined 
three dollars, which sum was doubled if the 
person intoxicated was a minor. An ecclesi
astic found guilty of this offence lost his 
benefice, whilst a layman holding any position 
of trust, &c., was suspended or dismissed from 
his office. Drunkenness was not considered 
an excuse for any crime, and persons dying 
whilst intoxicated were buried ignominiously 
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and deprived of the }Jrayers of the church. 
It was forbidden to give, and more explicitly 
to sell, a.ny spirituous liquors to students, 
workmen, servants, apprentices, and private 
soldiers. Persons found drunk in the streets, 
or making a noise in a tavern, were taken to 
prison and kept there till sober, without, 
however, being on that account exempt from 
the fines. One half of the fines went to the 
illformers (generally police-officers) and the 
other half to the poor. If the delinquent had 
no money he was kept in prison until some
one paid the fine for him, or until he had 
worked out his enlargement. Twice a year 
these regulations were read aloud from the 
pulpit by the clergy, and every ta.vern-keeper 
was bound under a penalty of a heavy fine to 
have a copy of them hung up in the principal 
rooms of his house (Scottish Temperance Re
view, 1849, pp. 478, 479). 

On the Sth of July, 1859, the temperance 
cause in Sweden lost its ma.insta.y and support 
by the decease of good King Oscar I., who 
was once heard to declare that be would 
gladly give away the most costly jewel of 
his crown if he could free his brave people 
from the thraldoru of alcohol. 

At Amiens, in Fra11ce, a society was formed 
in 1837, but it never made much progress. 
When Mr. John Dunlop visited France in 
1844 he was informed that certain sections of 
the community referred to the excesses of the 
British workmen, and of British residents 
in general, as evidences of the evils arising 
from the erroneous tea.chiug of the Protestants. 
Iu short it was represented to him that pos
sibly the greatest obstruction to the advance 
of Protestantism on the Continent at that 
moment was the habits of inebriation of the 
British. This was fully confirmed by the 
evidence of Mr. James Balfour and another, 
who were sent out at the request of the con
tractors engaged in making the Paris and 
Rouen Railway in France, and who reported 
that, freed from home influences, the British 
navvies had becowe offensive and demoralized 
by their intemperate habits. Mr. Dunlop 
tried to remedy this, but was not properly 
supported in the effort. 

The first National Temperance Convention 
of Germany was held at Hamburg in August, 
1843, at which it was reported that the num
Ler of societies Lad increased to 500, the num
ber of members to 40,000, and temperance 
journals to eleven. This convention had most 

important results. It was instrumental in 
bringing unity and harmony into the constitu
tion and principles of the German societies, 
while leading them to adopt total abstinence 
from spirits, and caution against the abuse 
of fermented liquors. This convention was 
held on the same day that Father Mathew 
opened his mission in London, and the report 
of his successes induced one of the noblest 
and most assiduous of the German temper
ance men to go to England to learn the 
simple art employed by Father Mathew, and 
to return to Germany and there achieve simi
lar results. This was the lamented Cha.plain 
D. Seling of Osnaburg, who died in 1861. 

As early as 1830 a temperance society was 
in existence in Friesland, Holland, but it con
tinued isolated. In 1838 what was deno
minated a "Matigheids-Genootschappen" was 
formed at Rotterdam, its president being C. 
H. Eshuys, and Mr. van deer Voo, secretary. 
It was so successful as to have branches at 
Dratchen, Groningen, and Aduard. Soon 
afterwards a society was established in Am
sterdam by pastors L. C. Leutz and A. A. 
Stuart, Judge Heemskirk, and Dr. Hercke11-
rath (lnternat. Convent-ion Report, 1862, p. 40). 

On September 12th, 1842, six earnest, able, 
and devoted men, headed by the late DR. W. 
EaELING of Haarlem, started a temperance 
society in the heart of the spirit manufactory 
in Holland. Dr. Egeling's associates were 
the REv. DR. F. C. R. HuYDECOOPER, pastor 
at the Hague (author of au excellent paruphlet 
widely circulated in Holland, entitled, .L1 
Word in Earnest and in Love to rny Countr.i;
men); the land-owner, J. STOORT, at Vesleo, 
near Haarlem; DR. H. W. F. HERCKENRATH, 
physician at Amsterdam, and two others. 
They met in Leyden, Septern ber 12tb, 1842, 
and drew upand signed thefollowingpledge:-

" I hereby declare that I will abstain from 
all spirituous liquors (medicinal use excepted), 
and promise to discountenance their use 
wherever I can. If at auy time I wish to 
release myself from being a. member of this 
society, I will notify the fa<:t to the secretary 
of the committee." 

As might be expected, the newly-formed 
society was much opposed, but the little band 
stood firm. Tracts were largely circulated, 
public meetings held, and now and then a new 
recruit enlisted, till at the end of the first year 
the pledged members numbered 160, and at 
the end of the second year 800, at the cJose of 
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the third year 1800; and after ten years' 
operations the society had spread itself over 
the country with 42 local divisions ai:d 9645 
registered members. 

In 1862 there were 58 local divisions, 354 
correspondents, and 12,838 members, includ
ing the commander-in-chief of the army, 
Major-general Van Sweiten. The engravings 
of "The Bottle," by the late George Cruik
shank, were published in a cheap form, as 
also the engraving "The Drunkard's Chil
dren," &c. Several popular temperance tales, 
uch as Ten Nights in a Bar-room, Danesbu1·y 

House, &c., were translated into Dutch, and 
·oon became favourite books. A medical 
declaration, signed by 500 of the 4000 medi
cal practitioners in Holland, condemning the 
daily use of strong drinks, did good service, 
and was the outcome of the distribution of 
Dr. J. M. M'Culloch's lecture to the students 
of Glasgow. The friends of temperance in 
Holland, Germany, &c., soon became con
vinced that no permanent good could be ac
complished until the strong arm of the law 
was called in to prohibit the public sale of 
intoxicating liquors. 

Much of this pioneer work and educational 
effort was due to the persistent labours of 
PASTOR J. H. BOTTCHER, whose ready pen was 
constantly at work. This will be more clearly 
seen in the following brief sketch of the life 
and labours of this truly good man:-

He was born at Lafferdo, in the principality 
of Hildesheim, Hanover, in 1804. After being 
some years parish pastor of Imsen, he was 
appointed in 1850 to the parish of Kirchrode. 
His first acquaintance with the temperance 
movement arose from reading Dr. Baird's 
History of Temperance Societies, lent to him by 
Baron Steinberg. Previous to this Mr. Bott
cher had strongly advocated the use of spirits, 
particularly by the working-classes, as a pro
tection against the cold; but becoming per
suaded of the benefit of abs~inence he pub
lished a small work in the form of a dialogue 
between a pastor and his parishioners. It 
was entitled "Honie C1·oss; or, What are We 
to Think of Strong Drink?" It went through 
numerous German editions, and was trans
lated into Danish, Dutch, and Polish, and was 
followed by the Temperance Handbook, in 
which he dealt with the historical, medical, 
moral, and economical bearings of the ques
tion. He also published the Pat1·iot, which 
was designed specially for the educated classes. 

VOL. II. 

His literary and other labours rendered 
him one of the most eminent of the German 
tempenmce reformers. In 1840 he published 
A. General Report about Germany, and at his 
instigation the first German temperance con 
vention met at Hamburg in August, 1843. 
In 1853 there was a scarcity of grain, and in 
order to direct attention to the destruction of 
the people's food by the manufacture of whisky, 
he published an Entreaty and C11J for Help, 
which had a very general circulation. At the 
International Philanthropic Congress held at 
Frankfort in 1857 he became interested in the 
Maine Law question, and published a volume 
of facts mainly culled from Dr. Lee ' prize 
essay. 

Mr. Bottc}\er accepted an invitation to 
attend the International Temperance and Pro
hibition Convention at London in 1862; and 
was present at all the meetings. He thus 
made the personal acquaintance of many of 
the leaders of the temperance movement in 
Great Britain and Ireland, &c. Unfortunately 
be was not able to address the Convention in 
English, but was ably translated by his friends 
Baron de Lynden and Mr. Filby. His long 
and valuable paper on "The History of the 
Temperance Movement in Germany," given in 
the Report of Proceedings, is most interesting. 

For some years he edited the Temperance 
.Messenger for Town and Country, a monthly 
magazine, and in other ways rendered most 
valuable services to the movement. 

The outcry against alcohol was raised at 
Deutsch-Picker, in the Prussian province of 
Upper Silesia, by the Archdeacon Fietzack, 
a highly-respected clergyman of the Catholic 
Church, who commenced his crusade February 
2d, 1844. Such was the influence he exerted, 
that the whole of the Catholic clergy, along 

· with the entire population of the district, 
joined in the movement. This whole popu
lation at once took the pledge of total absti
nence. "No country," says Mr. Bottcher, 
pastor of Hanover, "bas ever witnessed such 
a moral triumph as this in Upper Silesia. In 
the one district of Oppeln, containing 900,000 
people, within three months from the above 
date 500,000 adults renounced the use of 
spirituous liquors; so that there were only 
the children left, who of course followed the 
example of their parents. These vows of ab
stinence were taken with the most solemn 
fervour, at the celebration of church rites, 
in churches and chapels, before the altars, 

31 
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with prayers and sacred hymns; and they 
were kept with the utmost :fidelity." 

To most people this seemed impossible. Ac
cordingly the government of Prussia ordered 
official inquiries to be made, and a ministerial 
edict of July llth, 1845, made known and 
attested this surprising fact. All the local 
authorities announced in official documents, 
legally attested, the following facts:-" (1) That 
this most remarkable renouncement of a whole 
province from alcoholic drink was a positive 
fact; (2) that this sudden renouncement had 
nowhere, and in no case, produced any of those 
hurtful effects so often predicted by fear or 
prejudice; (3) that according to the unani
mous assurance of all the legal authorities, as 
well as according to the official returns pur
posely ordered for ascertaining the conse
quences, the population had become far more 
industrious, more orderly, more punctual, more 
attentive to religious worship, as well as more 
regularly domesticated and comfortable, since 
assuming their temperance vows, as compared 
with the disorderly and irregular way of life 
that had formerly prevailed among them; (4) 
that disturbances of the public and domestic 
peace hardly ever occurred since the temper
ance reform, and that those festivities and 
public amusements, which had formerly often 
been disturbed by spirituous drink had, 
since only coffee and beer were served, been 
always celebrated with cheerfulness and 
decorum by all classes; (5) that the landed 
proprietors were now greatly pleased with 
the perseverance and industry of their work
people and journeymen; that in their opinion 
the minor thefts and offences had also de
creased; and that even with the mine 
workers and metal workers, who formerly 
were generally addicted to intemperance, a 
very favourable reform had taken place; (6) 
that the riots, noises, and disorders which 
formerly had been inseparable from every 
domestic or public ceremony, such as chris
tenings, weddings, funerals, at fairs or popu
lar meetings, and that had been daily 
occurrences at the inns and taverns, had now 
completely disappeared; (7) a most striking 
proof of reform in this province is furnished 
by the following facts and figures: In the 
course of last year (1844) eighteen distilleries 
had been entirely shut up, one hundred and 
eight distilleries had ceased working, the pro
duction of spirits had decreased by forty-five 
thousand hogsheads, and the excise receipts 

had shown a decrease of two hundred and 
fifty-four thousand four hundred and eighty. 
nine th::i.lers in the tax revenues of the pro
vince.-Certi:fied at Berlin, ll th July, 1845, 
by the Home Secretary." 

When the above facts were communicated 
to his majesty the King of Prussia (Frederick 
William IV.) he joyfully exclaimed, "I should 
consider it as the greatest blessing if, during 
my reign, the revenue from the distillery tax 
would decrease so much as to come to nought;" 
and he ordered the minister to communicate 
the report of the happy change of things in 
Upper Silesia to all the eight provincial gov
ernments of the Prussian monarchy. This 
reform spread to Austrian Silesia, thence 
southward to Moravia, to Austria proper, and 
as far as the Tyrol; northward to the Grand
duchy of Posen, and to Prussia proper; the 
Catholic clergy, as in Upper Silesia, leading 
the way and conducting the work in a similar 
manner. At Osnaburg, in the Kingdom of 
Hanover, a similar instance of almost unani
mous reform was shown; but in this instance 
the Catholic and Protestant clergy, the phy
sicians and teachers, the civic and government 
functionaries, joined in exhorting their fellow
citizens to abstain from taking spirituous 
liquors; at the same time they themselves 
publicly set the example. In a few weeks' time 
several thousands of people followed their ex
ample, and out of a population of l ,500 in 
about three months 6600 persons took the vow 
of abstinence, and by their signatures bound 
themselves to abstain from spirituous liquors. 
After one year the consumption of gin and 
brandy had decreased by 50,000 quartiers, or 
about · 600,000 glasses, which in Prussian 
money would be of the value of about 20,000 
thalers; and in 1847 the distillery tax had 
decreased more than one-half of what it was 
in 1838. 

Amongst the prominent workers in the 
Kingdom of Hanover were the Rev. D. Seling, 
Roman Catholic chaplain of Osnaburg; Rev. 
Stephen Bezazawski; and Dr. J,a Roche of 
Posen. 

The REv. D. SELING was the son of a far
mer, a man of simple, ardent piety, who by 
his life and labours endeared himself to all 
classes of society, Protestants and Catholics 
alike. His example incited the REV. STEPHEN 
BEZAZA wsKr to deeds of love and devotion to 
the temperance cause, resulting in great good 
to the community, and leading many to be-
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come identified with the temperance refor
mation. 

DR. LA RocHE used his influence as a medi
cal authority in Posen, and an important re
form was introduced into the Prussian army, 
mainly by the influence of the king. This 
was the substitution of money for the spirit 
ration, a change which called forth the thanks 
of the soldiers. Medical testimonies were 
given in favour of abstinence, a general de
claration being signed by 1055 medical prac
titioners. 

A second National Temperance Convention 
was held at Berlin in 1845, when the number 
of local temperance societies was 700, with a 
membership of about 60,000, and the number 
of temperance journals ll. A third national 
convention was held at Brunswick in the year 
1 47, when the societies were reported at 822, 
with 70,000 members. In addition to these 
there were Catholic parish temperance unions, 
numbering nearly four hundred, with a gross 
membership of about 477,000 adults, com
prising: In Prussian provinces--(1) Silesia, 
260,000 members; (2) Posen, 92,000 members. 
In Austrian provinces-(3) in Austrian Silesia, 
25,000 members; (-!) in Moravia, 50,000 
members; (5) in the Tyrol, 50,000 members. 
From the e Catholic parish unions were 
formed "temperance brotherhoods," which 
were founded to strengthen and supply the 
discipline that was beginning to relax in the 
parish unions, and this by church service 
and prayer meetings. (Many of the facts 
in this chapter are condensed from papers 
by Pa tor Bottcher, and Baron von Lynden, 
&c., in the Intemational Convention Report, 
186.2, pp. 34-67.) 

An International Temperance Congress was 
held at Brussels in 1856, when the British tem
perance organizations, and the United King
dom Alliance were represented by Alderman 
William Harvey of Manchester; James Simp-
on, J.P., of Accrington; Dr. F. R. Lees, 

Leeds; Samuel Pope; Thomas Beggs, London; 
Edward Grubb, Rotherham; and Dr. J, M. 
M'Culloch of Dumfries. 

The Continental temperance societies were 
represented by Pastor J. H. Bottcher, Baron 
Von Lynden, Judge Heemskirk, and Dr. W. 
Egeling of Holland; Dr. Graehs from Swe
den; Dr. Faye from Norway; and M. Duepe
tiaux from Belgium. 

The published report contained notices of 
the addresses of Dr. M'Culloch on "Alcoholic 

Poison," which occupied four pages; Mr. 
Beggs' eleven pages, and Baron Von Lynden's 
four pages; whilst the second volume con
tained a paper by Dr. F. R. Lees, entitled 
"The Traffic in Strong Drink Proved to be a 
Great Source of Crime," which occupied six
teen pages. 

A gold medal of the value of 300 francs was 
awarded to M. Paul Bouquie Lefebre of Brus
sels for an essay on The Ca'uses and Results oj 
Internpemnce, and the Means of Preventing 
and Combating it. These papers were calcu
lated to have, and without doubt did have an 
educational tendency in favour of temperance 
principles. 

As early as 1836 efforts were put forth to 
organize temperance societies in Russia. The 
Rev. Pastor Sokolowsky, at Roop, near Riga, 
in Livonia, gave some particulars of the suc
cess of temperance societies in America in a 
religious paper conducted by him, and some 
people took up the subject and were about to 
fo1·ru temperance societies, and sought for legal 
powers so to do, when the provincial govern
ment of Livonia sent in its report to the 
imperial minister for home affairs, who pro
hibited the formation of such societies, "be
cause in the opinion of the masses these tem
perance or abstinence societies might be mis
taken for separate religious sects." 

The Rev. Pastor Dobner, at N euen Miihlen, 
al o published News and Communications 
about Ternperance Societies, printed at the 
expense of the Patriotic Club at Riga. The 
Rev. Pastor Jtirgensohn, of St. Matthai, trans
lated the celebrated German tract of Z chokke, 
The Gin P est, into the Livonian tongue, 
the result being an agitation in favour of tem
perance, in which 14,000 people in the two 
parishes of Schwaneburg and Marienburg 
alone came to their pastors to be inscribed as 
temperance members! Pastor Bottcher tells 
us that whereas formerly hundreds of roubles 
(about three shillings each) had been spent on 
Sundays in the church taverns for gin in 1838, 
only a few kopecks (or pence) were so spent. 

The landed proprietors complained to the 
government of their losses by these temperance 
efforts, and on the 2lst of July, 1838, the im
perial government issued an edict (No. 3431) 
or mandate to the consistories of Livonia, who 
were to inform the parish priests that the 
manner in which the pastors set about per
forming or executing their good intentions 
had not found the approbation of the govern-
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ment. On the 23d of the same month a 
similar edict (No. 3439) was issued by the 
Livonian government. The Riga edict was 
dated 29th September, 1838. 

About Michaelmas, 1838, societies had been 
formed at Friedricbstadt and at J acobstadt 
in Courland, with more than a hundred mem
bers, and despite the opposition of the landed 
proprietors, liquor-sellers, and government offi
cials, the movement gradually spread amongst 
the people until it was impossible to obtain 
prohibitory edicts either from the monarch or 
his ministers. 

In the province of Kovno the country 
people visited the churches and took the 
pledge in large numbers, and the adjacent 
provinces followed the example, until in 1858 
it was manifest that a powerful agitation was 
in existence and could not be quelled. The 
parish clergy and some of the nobility took 
up the question; and as in Ireland, so also 
here in Russia, the people came in crowds to 
take the pledge. 

When Dr. Baird arrived at St. Petersburg, 
in 1837, he found the Czar Nicholas very 
anxious to see his people free from the plague 
of intemperance, but as stated a large portion 
of the revenue was derived from the liquor 
traffic, and the landed proprietors made a com
plaint to the government about the effects of 
certain temperance societies, established by the 
efforts of American sailors and others, on the 
shores of the Baltic Sea, an edict was passed 
forbidding the formation of temperance socie
ties in Russia. 

On the accession of Alexander II. a better 
spirit prevailed, and he took action himself 
which wonderfully altered the condition of 
things in this respect. The capital, St. Peters
burg, is much superior to London, inasmuch 
as public-houses and gin-palaces are not al
lowed to occupy the best positions, nor be 
situated near the principal streets, and only a 
certain number are allowed to a given propor
tion of the population. 

One Russian noble, the CoUNT KuscHELOFF 
BESSBORODKo, took up the matter warmly, 
and issued the following proclamation to 
the peasants on all bis estates in Podolia, 
to wit:-" That the peasants on his estate in 
the province of Saratov had voluntarily made 
the most solemn >ows of completely abstain
ing from all spirit drinks, and that it would 
be a matter of great joy and satisfaction to 
him if the peasants on his estates in Podolia 

would follow the good example set them by 
their brethren in Saratov." 

In response to this kindly appeal, seven vil
lages with three thousand peasants solemnly 
renounced the drinking of spirituous liquors1 

and instituted a fine or penalty (to be in
creased for each further violation either in 
money or in bodily punishment, as the con
gregation should decide) for every transgres
sion of the vow of abstinence. A legal docu
ment was made out, stating the vow thns 
made, and was signed by the elders of each 
congregation. Not content with this, they 
petitioned their landlord to close all the dis
tilleries and gin-shops, and prohibit entirely 
the sale of these drinks on his estates.. And 
to the honour of this noble landlord be it re
corded, that he gladly acceded to their rnquest, 
although he was thereby the loser of a con· 
siderable portion of his income. 

In Great-Russia (where the ancient capital, 
Moscow, lies) unions were formed in three 
great provinces, viz. in Kursk, in Nijni
N ovgorod, and in Ryazan. In the Asiatic 
provinces of Russia, viz. in the kingdom of 
Astrachan, particularly in the province of 
Saratov, abstinence societies were formed. 

After Easter, 1859, it was reported to Mr. 
Bottcher that " the cause of temperance was 
progressing more and more in these parts; 
that entire congregations declared their ad
herence to it; that they instituted fines and 
penalties against drinking ardent spirits, and 
petitioned their landlords to have all the gin
shops closed; that the corporations of shoe
makers and joiners at Vilna bad formed a 
league to root out the cuslom of drinking 
ardent spirits; that fines and penalties were 
instituted by these corporations for every re
lapse or transgression; that when these fines 
and penalties were of no avail the trans
gressor was degraded from the rank of master 
or foreman to that of journeyman, and from 
this to the grade of apprentice respectively; 
and if the transgressor was found to be incor
rigible he was expelled from the corporation, 
all fellowship with him given up, and his 
name struck out from their registers" (Inter
national Convent.ion Report, 1862, p. 52). 

As early as August 29tb, 1832, a temper
ance society in connection with the Bengal 
army was projected at Fort William, and this 
was termed the parent society of the Bengal 
army, India. The Calcutta Temperance So
ciety was formed April 24th, 1835. One of 
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the warmest supporters of the old Temperance 
Society, when first introduced into India, was 
the late ARCHDEACON H. JEFFREYS, who in 
1839 became a· total abstainer from all kinds of 
alcoholic beverages. The Bombay society en
joyed the benefit of his constant public advo
cacy, while his powerful pen was frequently 
employed in enforcing the claims of the tem
perance enterprise and in defending it from 
the objections of its religious opponents. His 
testimony regarding the terrible consequences 
of the drinking habits of Europeans, when 
adopted by the natives, is a standing reproach 
to the civilization and Christianity of the 
conquerors of India. He said:-

"A large portion of native Christians were 
spread over Madras, and in consequence of 
the numerous cases of intemperance among 
them the name of Cliristian was synonymous 
with that of drunkard; and when the Hindoos 
called a man a Christian, they for the most 
part meant that he was a drunkard. 

"Among the converts of the Church Mis
sionary Society, and of the American Board 
of Mi sions, many had fallen through strong 
drinks; for when once the natives broke 
caste and became Christians they were no 
longer restrained from the use of strong drinks, 
and they became far worse than if they had 
never embraced Christianity. For one really 
converted Christian as the fruit of missionary 
labour-for one person 'born of the Spirit' 
and made' a new creature in Christ J esus'
for one such person the drinking practices of 
the English had made one thousand drimkards. 
That was a sad thought, but it was the solemn 
truth. If the English were driven out of India 
to-morrow, the chief trace of their ever having 
been there would be the number of drunkards 
they left behind." 

The Bombay Temperance Advocate, the South 
India Temperance Joui·nal, and the Youths' 
Joumal (the two latter printed at Madras) 
were the organs of the movement in India in 
1 48-50. 

Writing to E. C. Delavan, of America, 
in 1843, the Venerable Archdeacon J e.ffreys 
says:-

"At Poona and Cananore, and all the sta
tions where there are European regiments, 
there are regimental temperance societies, 
containing 150 to 200 members. The Ameri-· 
can frigate Brand,ywine bas just been in our 
h rbour, and the chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Jones, 
attended one of our meetings and gave us 

great assistance. I am informed that the 
commodore and several of the officers are 
teetotallers." 

The following extract from a letter written 
by a corporal of the 15th Hussars, dated 
August 18th, 1843, shows that the work of 
the temperance reformers in the army in 
India was highly beneficial:-

"You will be glad to hear that temperance 
is making rapid strides in the East; teetotal
ism here is all the go. There are two tem
perance houses in the cantonment, one of 
which is just built by the Catholics, together 
with a fine new Catholic chapel, built by sub
scriptions from the soldiers; so that may give 
you some idea of India when soldiers build 
chapels. 

"We bad the 25th Infantry lately marching 
through here from the Cape and Madras to 
Cananore, and a fine reception we gave them, 
they being the only •European regiment that 
has passed us since our sojourn in India. 
They halted four days, and our N.C. officers 
gave a general invitation to theirs, so that 
they will have reason to speak well of us in 
time to come; they are a regular temperance 
regiment-one-half or two-thirds of thern be
ing teetotallers. Our regiment is remarkably 
healthy, perhaps more so than when in Eng
land" (Temperance Journal, 1843). 

During ,the year 1841 the missionaries of 
the Society of Friends, the Baptists and Wes
leyans, along with the Moravian Brethren, 
were actively engaged in temperance work i11 
the West Indies. 

A teetotal society was formed among the 
natives of Jamaica by a Baptist minister, who 
was the means of reforming several "quarrel
some drunkards living in the very heart of 
the mountains." At Hampden a society was 
formed by Rev. George Blyth, Presbyterian, 
numbering 1326 members, of whom 364 had 
signed the abstinence pledge. 

On the fine estate of Orange Valley the 
people were nearly all Baptists and teetotallers, 
and wishing to be consistent members they 
all refused to be concerned in making rnm, 
the still-house being served by strangers. At 
Sturge Town, Messrs. John Candler, J. and 
B. Clarke, W. Dutton, and Hovey of the 
Oberlin Institute, held a total abstinence 
meeting, when about 400 persons were present, 
and 164 were enrolled as members of the 
society (Jou1·nal of John Candler, a member 
of the Society of Friends, 1842). 
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The Rev. James Cox, Wesleyan minister at 
St. Kitts, writing September lOth, 1841, re
ports as follows: - "Two or three planters 
(active pious young men) have embraced the 
cause, and boldly act on their avowed convic
tions. As pastors of Christiau churches, I and 
my brethren, in public and private, urge on 
our members its vast importance; nor do we 
labour in vain. Delightful results meet us on 
every hand; all our influential friends, leaders, 
and local preachers, &c., are its advocates, and 
by precept and example strive to diffuse the 
leaven through the mass of our societies. The 
pledge has been signed by hundreds. One 
great hindrance among the estate people is 
the common practice of giving rum as a 
stimulus to labour; how little do the planters 
and proprietors consider that they are thus 
probably training up a race of drunkards! 
The grog-shops in the town are a great curse. 

"Our Moravian brethren are also exerting 
themselves to discountenance the use of liquors 
among their flocks. I have furnished them 
with several copies of Anti-Bacchus, and a 
quantity of your valuable tracts. 

"I rejoice in the continued spread and use
fulness of teetotalism, and am persuaded it is 
yet destined to exercise a powerful influence 
in introducing the glorious and universal reign 
of Messiah." (Bristol Ternperance Ilerald.) 

In July, 1844, the Rev. E. Davies, mission
ary, furnished the Patriot with a report of 
temperance work, which is intensely interest
ing, and from which we take the following 
extract:-

" I have just returned from Providence 
Chapel, an out-station about two miles from 
town (New Amsterdam, Berbice), where I 
have been to hold a teetotal meeting. Pro
vidence, once distinguished for grog-selling, 
has for some time been a stronghold of total 
abstinence, and the speeches on the occasion 
were remarkably good. Before teetotalism 
was introduced there, real religion was at a 
very low ebb, and apostacies were alarmingly 
numerous; but since we have driven 'the 
curse of grog away,' the 'wilderness has re
joiced and blossomed as the rose.' Could the 
friends of missions at home see the happy 
transformation which has taken place in our 
infant churches since the banishment of strong 
drinks, I think it would be impossible for any 
of them any longer to keep aloof from the 
good cause" (Bristol Ternperance Herald, 1 44). 

The REv, THEOPHILUS PUGH, ·vv esleyau 

minister, who was missionary on the island 
of Bermuda, fully confirms the statements of 
the Rev. James Cox, W esleyau. In a letter 
to the Ternperance Recorder (1848) Mr. Pugh 
says:-

" When I left the island in June last there 
were about 1000 pledged members, and I 
believe twice that immber acting on the prin
ciple. His Excellency, the Governor, is a 
great friend to the cause, and so are some of 
the most respectable and influential members 
of the community. Their patronage and sup
port were a great help. 

"The following statement presents the 
quantity of intoxicating liquors consumed in . 
their respective years-

Rum. Brandy. 
gallons. gallons. 

From June 1 40 to June 1841,. ... 70,025 14,211 
1841 1842, ... . 65,370 10,25 

,, 1842 to April lst, ~ 
9,930 7,2 0 1843, nine months, ... 

Gin, hrub, Wine. & Whisky. 
gallons. pipes. 

From June 1840 to June 1 41, .... 6,49 172 
1841 1842, .... 3,988 158 

1842 to April l st, ~ 
1843, nine months, · · · 1,322 68;! 

"We held our first temperance meeting on 
29th of July, 1841, so that the consumption 
of 1 41, as stated above, wa before any move 
had been made. There was a considerable 
falling off from June, 1 41, to June, 1 42, and 
as I left the island early in June, 1843, I could 
only get the return for the :first nine months; 
but allowing as much for the last three months 
of the year as the average of the three pre
ceding quarters, there will be a falling o:ff in 
the consumption of 1 43 of FIFTY-TWO '!'HOU
SAND NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-EIGHT GAL
LONS of rum, the most common beverage of 
the working-classes." 

During the course of this year (1844) good 
work was done in the island of Dominica, 
where three total abstinence societies were in 
active operation. In addition to the Rev. 
James Cox and his colleagues, several young 
men of influence were zealous advocates of 
the cause. 

The HoNOURABLE HAYMAcDowALLGRANT, 
of the neighbouring island of St. Vincent, 
also organized a society amongst the people 
on his estate, bis own name heading the list. 

In Barbadoes, Demarara, and Montego Bay, 
Jamaica, there was a good work progressing; 
at the latter place the REv. EDWARD FRASER, 
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Wesleyan, united with the Presbyterian and 
Baptist ministers in organizing a society. 

In 1848 the REV. GEORGE BLYTH, Presby
terian, furnished the Rev. William Reid of 
Edinburgh with a brief report of the progress 
of the movement in .Jamaica, in the course of 
which he says: "Our office-bearers are all 
consistent and conscientious abstainers, and 
at least nine-tenths of the members and their 
children; and all whose names have been en
rolled appear not only determined to per
severe, but thankful for their escape from the 
nare in which some of them were well nigh 

taken." He adds, "Four liquor stores have 
been attempted within the bounds of the con
gregation within the last four or :five years, 
but they were all discontinued on account of 
the want of custom-a very harmless method, 
you will say, for suppressing such nuisances. 
Several are still open in the outskirts of the 
congregation where there are only a few of our 
memb rs, and there is one within two miles 
of Hampden Church on a public thorough
fare, by which it is supported more than by 
the neighbouring population. . . . Our young 
people are under a double protection, not only 
by having a temperate example set them by 
their parents, but also by being I ledged to 
abstinence themselves" (Scottish Temperance 
Review, 1848). 

After bis return to Scotland Mr. Blyth took 
a deep interest in the promotion of temper
ance, and warmly advocated the prohibition 
of the liquor traffic. He died .July 4th, 1861. 

At the :first anniversary of the Temper
ance Association in Barbadoes, in March, 1858, 
it was reported that there were 447 members, 
including his Excellency Governor Reid, the 
Hon. H. MacDowall Grant, and other influen
tial gentlemen. In May, 1850, a temperance 
hotel on an extensive scale was opened in Bar
badoes, which the friends thought would tend 
greatly to advance the cause of temperance. 

The REv. T. ATKINSON, agent of the London 
Missionary Society, writing from Pataltsdorp, 
Cape of Good Hope, .July 20th, 1852, gave 
the following testimony:-"For about twenty
three years I have resided in various parts of 
the country, and have of course bad many 
opportunities of observing the influence of 
the drinking customs upon the natives. To 
say that this influence is injurious in the ex
treme is to say very little. It is impossible 
to exaggerate the evil effects of intemperance 
among the lower classes of society, whether 

white or coloured. But to speak more par
ticularly of the latter, the sin of intemperance 
has, I am persuaded, stood more in the way 
of the improvement of the natives of this 
colony, and those beyond the boundary, than 
any other circumstance. It has been the chief 
incentive to crime and the principal source of 
misery. This settlement is one of the insti
tutions of the London Missionary Society; 
and being, as such, under some peculiar in
ternal regulations, the sale of intoxicating 
liquors is not allowed, and the use of them is 
discouraged in every possible way. A tem
perance society was formed here in 1832, and 
bas been productive of much good, though 
there are many individuals residing here who 
either never joined it or who have subse
quently broken their pledge. And although 
we have no houses here where intoxicating 
drinks can be procured, the town of George, 
which is only about three miles distant, con
tains nine or ten licensed spirit - stores, to 
which the lovers of drink can at any time 
resort and gratify their debasing appetites. 
And this is, in fact, the source of nearly all 
the trouble which the missionary bas to con
tend with at this station. 

"Nearly every case of religious backsliding 
may be traced to this sin; and if there are 
quarrels among the people, or instances of 
insubordination, or cases calling for the ex
pulsion of individuals from the institution, 
intemperance will almost invariably be found 
connected with them. Could the spirit-stores in 
George be all closed it would be a most happy 
event for this place, and a still happier one 
for George Town itself. With respect to the 
ability of missionaries to perform their labours 
without the aid of intoxicating liquors, I may 
say that all with whom I am acquainted are 
total abstainers." 

At a meeting held at a place called Hankey 
in South Africa, on the 3d December, 1838, 
when a number of Hottentots who had been 
emancipated from slavery met to give God 
thanks for freedom, they determined to be 
doubly free by signing the cba1·ter of freedom 
from drink also. At this meeting Messrs. 
.James Backhouse of York, England, and 
George Washington Walker of Cambo, Nor
thumberland, missionaries of the Society of 
Friends, were present, and Mr. Backhouse, 
who was a member of the old temperance 
society, signed the teetotal pledge. 

Speaking of this people and the resuits of 
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that meeting Mr. Backhouse stated that "the 
effects on the native character were most 
pleasing; 'as drunk as a Hottentot' had be
come a common saying, and yet, after two 
years, the children had so little idea of drunken
ness that when they saw a drunken English
man they at first thought him mad, then 
sick, and at last concluded that he was blind, 
and offered to lead him." He further adds : 
" After the drunkenness of the people was 
cured, it was astonishing to observe the spread 
of the gospel; it seemed like a new outpouring 
of the Spirit." Mr. Backhouse afterwards 
visited the Australian colonies, and through 
his labours temperance societies were estab
lished in various places. He died in 1868, at 
the age of sixty-fours years. 

Speaking of this change in the habits and 
character of the people, the Grahams Town 
Joumal (1843) says:-" It is gratifying to 
observe the vast difference of appearance 
which exists between those who drink and 
those who abstain. The one class appears in 
disgusting rags and dirt, the other clean and 
neat; and to be found on the Sabbath in the 
house of God. In many of their bumble 
abodes the voice of prayer, of praise, and 
thanksgiving is frequently heard; and there 
are some who assemble together every morning 
and bow their knees to the Lord Jesus Christ 
before they commence the labours of the day. 
Here early prayer- meetings on Sabbath 
mornings continue to be well attended, mus
tering about a hundred persons." 

The REv. J. READ, SENR., missionary at 
Phillipton, Kat River, Africa, in an inter
esting letter to the editor, and published in 
the Bristol Temperance Herald (1849), gives 
particulars of his own experience as a mis
sionary for fifty-one years-forty-nine in 
Africa, and nineteen of them as a total 
abstainer, in which he says:-" This settle
ment contains from 4000 to 5000 inhabitants, 
4000 of which are, perhaps, acting upon the 
teetotal principle. All have not signed the 
pledge-far from it; but many have, and with 
few exceptions all see the folly of intemper
ance and seek to avoid it, and thus at the 
commencement of the settlement the Hotten
tots presented a memorial to the government 
requesting that their lands might be given 
them upon condition that no canteen or houses 
for the sale of intoxicating drinks might ever 
be permitted upon them. This request was 
granted, and it is expressed in each map the 

person gets of their land. Of such measured 
lots there were about 640 given out to Hotten
tots. Thus they have for ever shut out can
teens from the settlement." 

On the west coast of Africa, in the re
public of Liberia, where some time before 
heathenism in its most cruel and abominable 
forms reigned supreme, American philan
thropy undertook to establish a home for the 
black man, and build up a modern republican 
colony on the principles of peace and temper
ance in aid of religion. 

"The results of these cardinal virtues in 
the new republic," says a writer in the Chris
tian Obse1·ve1· for 1850, "are daily beginning 
to develop themselves. We now behold on 
that dark and benighted coast, 'a people that 
were not.' With her population, including 
colonists and natives, of 80,000, her twenty
five churches, her numerous day and Sabbath 
schools, and all the elements destined to make 
her a large, free, and powerful nation, she 
presents herself to the world as an empire 
where the sale and use of ardent spirits is 
prohibited by such severe penalties as entirely 
to prevent its use as a beverage, and break up 
the traffic." 

English and American officers, visitors, and 
others testify that there was then no place on 
the globe where there was such strict morality, 
sober, correct deportment, and above all, where 
religion was more openly professed and carried 
into effect than in Liberia (New York Organ, 
1850). 

Writing from Kuruman, November 15th, 
1852, the REv. WILLIAM ASHTON, one of the 
missionaries of the London Missionary Society, 
gives his testimony and experience of drink 
in South Africa. 

He says : "As for the influence of Eng
lish drinking customs upon the natives, there 
can be but one opinion, and I hope the 
day is far distant when such English customs 
will :find their way among the people of our 
station. They have drinking customs of their 
own, which are quite bad enough, but where 
the natives have come under the influence of 
English drinks the effects on body and soul 
are most disastrous." 

Writing from Duke Town Mission House, 
Old Calabar, Africa, June 24th, 1850, the 
REV. WILLIA1I ANDERSON gives the Rev. 
William Reid of Edinburgh an account of 
the doings of drink in that locality, in the 
course of which he says:-
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"The common drink of the country, next 
to water, is mimbo or minifut. It is the 
juice of a species of the palm. When new it 
is very good-rather luscious. When a few 
hours old it is more pleasant and somewhat 
acid. When a few days old it is partially in
toxicating. The gentlemen drink a little wine 
occasionally. King Eyo is, I believe, strictly 
teetotal, and drinks nothing stronger than 
sweet (that is unintoxicating) mimbo. A 
good deal of rum is drunk by the slaves. 
With one consent the Duke Town gentlemen 
admit that rum is 'very bad thing.' I am 
sorry to say that though a very bad thing, it 
forms one of the principal imports of the 
country. During last year there were brought 
to this river from Liverpool about 1400 pun
cheons of rum, each puncheon containing 
from eighty to ninety gallons. This is, I 
understand, about the usual quantity annually 
brought out. I have frequently spoken to 
King Archibong and the Duke Town gentle
men, both publicly and privately, in condem
nation of the abominable article of traffic. 
Their united sentiment in regard to it is, 
'Suppo e rum bad for drink, him good for 
trade; it bring me plenty coppers.' The 
greater portion of what is brought to this 
country is sent to the markets in the in
terior to be exchanged for palm-oil. So long 
a it forms a portable article of traffic to both 
white traders and black, the voice of a mis
sionary or two will be but little heard. . . . 
Rum is a curse in Calabar, as it is everywhere 
else. It oppo es our progress very much. 
Though I have seen few either old or young 
in a state of absolute intoxication, I have seen 
many under the influence of alcohol. Even 
little boys sometimes come to school s~1elling 
of rum. I tried last year to get an abstinence 
society started among the scholars. About 
fifteen subscribed their names or marks to the 
declaration. Nearly half of them withdrew 
their signatures before they left the school
room, on the ground that they could not stand 
to their pledge; and with one or two excep
tions the other half broke it within a week. 
Our opposition to rum is not relished by those 
who bring it to the country" (Scottish Tem
perance Review, 1850, p. 476). 

This testimony has been borne out by many 
witnesses since 1850, and, as we shall see later 
on, the evil has grown with alarming rapidity, 
having been fostered by governments anxious 
to secure a revenue. 

The 26th of April, 1842, was made memor
able in the history of the Sandwich Islands 
by the KING (KAMEHAMEHA III.) and the 
chiefs of the islands signing the total abstin
ence pledge. The year following, the king 
and chiefs celebrated the anniversary of that 
event in the following manner:-When the 
king signed the pledge, a quantity of rum, 
brandy, wine, &c., remained in his cellar. 
After lying there for twelve months untouched, 
at the suggestion of a friend several casks and 
numerous bottles containing these intoxicating 
and poisonous liquors were brought forth. 
The question arose- What shall be done with 
them 1 The suggestion was made to use~tbe 
contents instead of the spirits of turpentine 
for drying paint ! That, however, did not 
meet the views of a majority present. H ence, 
says the king, "Pour thern into the sea." To 
this all agreed, and the casks were rolled to 
the seaside. 

In the midst of many trials the king per
severed in his abstinence, and on the occasion 
of an interview with the commander of a 
French ship of war, be set pure water only 
before bis visitor. He also himself presided 
at some of the temperance meetings, and the 
change that teetotalism made in him was so 
great that the common people called him the 
''new king." 

The society here adopted rather stringent 
rules. One was that members breaking the 
pledge had their names erased in a public 
meeting called for the purpose, and for the 
second offence were published in the native 
papers as common drunkards. (Bristol Tem
perance Herald.) 

A missionary in the Sandwich Islands, in 
1 47, reported that the temperance reforma
tion was taking deep root in these islands, par
ticularly amongst the young, and that all the 
schools might be regarded as constituting so 
many temperance and anti-tobacco societies. 
The children as a matter of course being tee
totallers because intoxicating liquors were pro
hibited by law. In an address delivered in 
connection with the Oahu Temperance Society, 
and pu blisbed in the Honolulu Friend, Mr. 
J. C. B. Marshall made the following state
ment:-

" The standard of public opinion among the 
foreigners of these islanrls bas advanced within 
a few years with rapid strides. Many who 
now hear me can bear personal t estimony to 
the truth of this assertion. Scenes of diss ipa-
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tion and licentiousness have been enacted on 
these shores by foreigners from civilized and 
enlightened lands at which humanity and de
cency might well blush. Men who were of 
respectable standing at home, and who, when 
at home conformed outwardly at least to the 
requirements of public opinion, here seemed 
to think themselves absolved from all allegi
ance to laws, either of God or man, and rioted 
in the wanton violation of both. Such was 
the character of the place, and the habits of 
but too many who visited it, that it became a 
proverb that 'when men came out to the 
Sandwich Islands they left their consciences 
off Cape Horn.'" 

In 1848 an attempt was made to smuggle 
in five barrels of brandy at the port of Hono
lulu. The offence subjected the vessel to con
fiscation, and the principal and accessories to 
fines of 1000 dollars each. The forfeited liquor 
was publicly emptied into the street in front 
of the custom-house. The king in a letter to 
America asked help from that country to de
liver his nation from ardent spirits. 

When he was appointed governor of Tahiti, 
M. Lavand strictly enforced the regulations in 
regard to the importation and sale of intoxi
cating liquors. 

At a juvenile temperance anniv rsary a.t 
the island of Molokai in 184 , the pledge of 
temperance was renewed by each school rising 
successively and promising to abstain from 
the use of that which can intoxicate. After 
inquiry was made, it was found that only two 
out of close upon 1000 had violated the 
pledge, and these two were rebuked before the 
assembly, and on promising to drink no more, 
their standing in the society was continued. 

In August, 1849, the Hawaiians celebrated 
their temperance anniversary at Honolulu. 
Two days were devoted to the examination 
of the children attending the schools, and on 
the third day there was a public procession, 
church services, entertainments, &c., and ad
dresses by the Governor of Maui; the Honour
able W. L. Lee, judge of the superior court 
and member of the privy council; and others. 
The whole was brought to a happy conclusion 
by a feast of good things. 

On the 19th March, 1850, Lorenzo Lyons, 
missionary at Waimea, Hawaii, wrote as fol
lows to the secretary of the American Tem
perance Union :-"I live in a temperance 
region. The Hawaiians are all temperance 
men. They form one great temperance society. 

There are no drunkards among them. There 
may be instances of occasional intoxication at 
the metropolis, but probably nowhere lse. 
Yes, it was reported that a youth in W airnea 
got drunk on cider. This is the only case I 
have beard of among native in this region 
for several years" (Scottish Temperance Review, 
1850, p. 142). 

We have again to refer to Mr. James 
Backhouse of York, England, and George 
Washington Walker of Cambo, Northum
berland, England, two missionaries of the 
Society of Friends. In 1833 they visited 
Australia, and having seen the ad vantages of 
temperance among the aborigines in South 
Africa, they introduced the subject into Au -
tralia. At this time beer and wine were 
hardly known in that colony, so that the ardent 
spirit pledge was almost equal to total abstin
ence. Flourishing societies were established 
in Sydney, Launceston, and Hobart Town. 
Mr. Walker afterwards settled in Tasmania, 
and there became eminently useful in the cause 
of temperance, while carrying on his own spe
cial mission work for the Society of Friends. 

At Launceston an attempt was made, in 
1838, to convert the old society into a purely 
total abstinence society. Mr. Sherwin, a 
disciple of the Quaker missionaries: was the 
president, but it was not until 1841 that this 
society became a strictly teetotal one, and took 
steps to promote the principles. The news of 
the success of Father fatbew in Ireland reach
ing the Irish colonists in Au tralia timulated 
them to organize temperance societies. In 
Sydney, the REV. DR. M'ENROE and other 
Roman Catholic clergymen became zealous 
workers in the cause, whilst the Protestants 
led on by Mr. Currie and others were equally 
vigorous in their efforts. 

The society in Hobart Town having died 
out, the teetotal banner was hoisted at the 
close of 1841, when Mr. George "Washington 
Walker was appointed treasurer and Mr. 
Bonwick secretary. A temperance hall was 
erected, and a flourishing society existed for 
some time till a religious difficulty caused a 
separation, and a new society was formed, 
with Mr. Walker as treasurer and Messrs. 
Bonwick and Crouch secretaries. 

In 184 7 Me rs. Walker and Bon wick suc
ceeded in forming the Van Diemen's Total 
Abstinence Society. MR. J AMES BoNWICK 
became a government inspector of schools in 
Victoria, and paid a visit to England for the 
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benefit of his health, then travelled into 
France, Italy, and Switzerland, and addressed 
a !':eries of valuable letters to the.Alliance News 
on the state of the temperance movement, 
and the effects of intemperance in these coun
tries. These letters were collected and pub
lished in 1861. Another series on Holland 
afterwards appeared in the Alliance News, and 
one on Germany in the Ternperance Advocate. 
Mr. Bonwick also contributed papers on Aus
tralia to Jlfeliora and the Scotti'sh Review. He 
returned to Victoria in 1862. 

The REv, M. T. AD.AM, seaman's chaplain, 
Sydney, was president of the Australian Total 
Abstinence Society in 1843-44, and corre
sponded with the bishop on the temperance 
question. 

It is said that the first teetotaller who 
landed at Adelaide, the capital 0f South Aus
tralia, was a MR. DAVID SMITH, around whose 
tea-table the first temperance meeting was 
held in 1839, and on December 13th a meet
ing was held in the Congregational School
room, North Terrace, to form a temperance 
society. The principal persons present were 
Mes rs. Smith, Fookes,N ewland, Hare, Picker
ing, Cole, senr., and G. W. Cole. 

At the end of the first year the members 
had increased to 140, of whom forty were re
claimed drunkards. An impetus was given 
to the movement by the arrival of W . Owen, 
who rendered valuable service. The public
houses in Adelaide in 1840 were seventy-four, 
but in 1843 they had diminished to thirty
four, or less than one-half, although the popu
Ja tion had in creased from 14, 610 to 1 7 ,366. 
An eight days' festival was held from October 
29th to November 5th, 1854, with very marked 
results. On Wednesday, N overnber lst, there 
was a procession of members of the temper
ance organizations, and about 3500 persons 
sat down to tea, after which a public meeting 
was held, over which Chief-justice Boothby 
presided. As one result of this protracted 
demonstration between three and four hun
dred members were added to the society, giving 
it impetus and power. 

Subsequently this colony passed through a 
crisis, and many of the members of the tee
total societies removed to other places. This 
check to their operations was occasioned in 
1851 by the discovery of gold in the regions of 
Tasmania. "That event came like a pall over 
the moral condition of Tasmania;" but at a 
later period a grea.t revival took place, espe-

cially in the success attending the Band of 
Hope movement. 

It is stated that the first temperance meeting 
held in New Zealand was held at Mangunga, 
on the Hokianga River, on the 2lst of Sep
tember, 1835. 

Here the Rev. William White and his wife 
were zealous in the cause, and -_:id all that they 
could to promote its interests. A meeting of 
natives and Europeans was convened, when it 
was decided that all the spirit casks in store 
should be stove in, and this was promptly done. 
Native chiefs were anxious to prevent the 
introduction of spirits, all the opposition com
ing from the lower order of w bites. (Dr. 
Dawson Burns's Histor'!J, p. 101.) 

The first annual report of the Nelson (New 
Zealand) Temperance Association, pr ented in 
1843, gives particulars of the formation of the 
society and the extraordinary difficulties they 
had to contend with, and the position of the 
society at that date. It says:-

" The total number of consistent members 
now on our books is 84, of whom 37 are men 
and 21 women, the remainder are minors, for 
the most part between the ages of ten and 
eighteen. 

"All our incidental expen es have been 
discharg cl, ten pounds have b en given to
wards the erection of a chapel (the use of 
which has been secured for our meeting ), and 
the treasurer's account shows a balance of one 
pound in favour of the society. 

"We are gratified to learn that the mi -
sionaries on these islands have seen the entire 
inefficiency of abstinence from ardent spirits 
only, and that some of them have possessed 
sufficient missionary spirit to act up to their 
convictions, to deny themselves, to point the 
road, and to lead the way in the only safe 
practice, that of total abstinence from every 
intoxicating beverage." (Arnerican Temperance 
Joumal, 1844.) 

On July lOth, 1842, a total abstinence 
society was formed at Auckland, and was the 
pioneer of other societies in the colony. Un
fortunately there was a necessity for them, 
as, undeterred by the experiences of the 
mother country, the government permitted 
the liquor traffic to gain a permanent footing 
in the colony, with the usual results that 
follow in its wake. 

A gallant band of noble men determined to 
try to meet the evil by the power of moral 
suasion, but, as will be seen later on, they 
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were compelled to adopt means to secure the 
aid of the law in the effort to suppress and 
prevent intemperance and its evils. 

In 1848 a temperance society was estab
lished at Adelaide, South Australia, and a 
considerable number of talented and influen
hal persons became members (Van Diemen's 
Land Temperance Herald). 

At Sydney the cause found active, earnest 
friends in George John Crouch, Robert Ronald, 
J.P., and Robert Steel; at Port Phillip able 
and ardent workers were found in Mrs. Da.1-
garns and Mrs. Thomas (formerly Mrs. Stamp), 
who did good service both in this place and 
Melbourne. 

The Roman Catholics of Melbourne had a 
St. Patrick's Society, of which nearly all the 
priests were members. DR. GEOGHEGAN, the 
Catholic bishop f Adelaide, was the founder 
of the Catholic Temperance Mission of Mel
bourne, and wa a laborious worker in the 
cause; but here also the gold mania had a dis-

astrous effect, and most of the societies were 
almost entirely crushed out. William Fer
guson of Sealkote, William Dale of North 
Adelaide, and William J. T. Andrews of 
Hobart Town were active friends of the 
cause. 

The HoN. RICHARD HEALES was formerly 
a journeyman coachbuilder in England, where 
he became a teetotaller, and determined to 
emigrate. He selected Victoria, and settled 
there, overcoming many difficulties, until he 
became prosperous in business and a power in 
public affairs. His high character gained him 
the esteem of all parties, and whether in office 
or out of it, he never failed to give the utmost 
prominence to his temperance principles in 
their personal, social, and political relations. 
He was at one time premier of the colony, 
and at the time of his death (June, 1864) he 
was minister of public lands. His death was 
a great blow to the temperance cause in Vic
toria 
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Although the Americans gaveusthefirst idea 
of modern temperance societies, we learned in 
a few months what it took them a number of 
years to understand, viz. that abstinence from 
ardent spirits would not effect a cure of the 
all-pervading evil-drunkenness. The Ame
rican Temperance Society was ably and vigor
ously worked by some of the noblest and best 
men in the country, but after several years of 
vigorous action some of them were perplexed, 
and could not understand how it was that, 
although they kept hard at work, and were 
receiving large numbers of signatures to the 
pledge, that although distilleries were con
tinually going down, and the traffic in ardent 
spirits was denounced as immoral and vile, 
yet drunkenness seemed to be on the increase 
instead of being reduced, as they anticipated 
it would. "This," says one writer, "was poig
nant mockery to the good Samaritans; but the 
cause is told in the fact that breweries were 
increasing in numbers and enlarging in di
mensions, and fast taking the place of the 
distilleries." Thus it was that America was 
rapidly being changed by the anti-spirit tem
perance principle from a spirit-drinking to a 
beer and wine drinking nation. 

A parliamentary committee was appointed to 
take evidence on the subject, and it was soon 
seen that the drinking of fermented liquors led 
the reformed drunkards to indulge again to 

excess, and that in one state alone the number 
of relapses in one year was 2500. 

Just at this time the officials of the Ame
rican Tern perance Society became informed of 
the new doctrine of the Lancashire men, and 
the wonderful success it was achieving in 
various parts of England, &c. This news, we 
are told, " came like the voice of hope to a de
spairing nation," although there were isolated 
places in the States where this same doctrine 
was taught and practised. Unlike the British 
and Foreign Temperance Society, the friends 
of temperance in America came to the deter
mination to test this principle of entire absti
nence, and as a first step they deemed it advis
able to cultivate public opinion on the subject. 
They at once addressed a circular to the cler
gymen of the United States, signed by E. C. 
Dela van, John F. Bacon, Israel Harris, Israel 
Williams, Azor Taber, and Anthony Gould, 
executive committee, in which they stated the 
facts indicated above. 

The following resolution is indicative of a 
cautious encroachment upon the old prin
ciple:-" Resolved, that the vital interests and 
complete success of the temperance cause de
mands that in all the efforts of the friends of 
the cause against the use of ardent spirits no 
substitute except pure water be recommended 
as a drink." 

H aving thrown this out by way of feeling 



222 THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

the public mind before taking a further step, 
the way was prepared for future action in 
favour of entire abstinence. At a con-vention 
of the New York State Temperance Society, 
held at Albany, February 25th, 1834, the fol
lowing resolution was unanimously carried:
" That this society warmly commends the 
motives of those who, as an example to the 
intemperate, or as a means of reclamation, or 
to avoid temptation, do wholly abstain from 
all that can intoxicate." 

The Temperance Intelligence1· soon after
wards opened its columns to a free discussion 
on the use of fermented drinks, as also did 
some of the other papers, and it began to be 
shown that ale, porter, &c., were not so essen
tial as they bad been considered to be; that 
they were not nutritious and blood-sustaining 
liquids, but, like ardent spirits, were dangerous 
ana disastrous; and the result was that public 
feeling became more favourable to the develop
ment of teetotalism, and on the 23d of August, 
1 35, the convention of Albany took a bolder 
step and passed the following resolution:
" That in the judgment of this society the 
Recorder" (a periodical conducted by Mr. E. 
C. Dela van) "should hereafter take higher 
ground than heretofore, and advocate total 
abstinence from all that can intoxicate as a 
drink." 

In the course of the next year a convention 
was held at Saratoga Springs, New York, at 
.vhich the large number of 364 delegates 
attended from all parts of the Union. And 
in this same year most of the state societies 
and many of their branches altogether dis
carde<l. the old pledge in favour of total ab
stinence, so that at this period the movement 
in America was actually in advance of Eng
land. 

A powerful impetus was given to the cause 
by a series of publications issued at this period, 
viz. two sermons by the REV. ALBERT BARNES 
on intemperance, the influence of which was 
in some respects equal to that created by the 
sermons of Dr. Lyman Beecher in the early 
days of the movement. Following these was 
the report, published by Samuel Chipman, of 
a personal visitation made by him to the poor
houses and jails in the state of New York, in 
which he presented many facts, and related 
numerous cases of thrilling interest which in
tensified the awakening already created, and 
proved of invaluable service to the temper-
nce cause. 

Another was the publication of DR. GEORGE 
CREEVER's Deacon Giles' Distillery, which led 
to his being prosecuted and imprisoned for 
libel; but this produced another squib, entitled 
"Deacon Jones' Brewery; or the Distiller 
turned Brewer," which created a great sensa
tion. 

Mr. E. C. Delavan also published an article 
in the American Temperance lntelligencer, 
which "charged the brewers of Albany with 
using water for malting drawn from a pond 
into which were thrown all the dead animals 
and all the carrion afforded by the city of 
Albany. This pond, he further charged, com
municated with a creek into which all the 
blood and offal of an immense slaughter-house 
were thrown, &c. &c. 

This statement, in all its loathsome de
tails, was widely circulated, and produced very 
lively times among the brewers, eight of whom 
brought suits against Mr. Delavan, laying 
their damages at three hundred thousand 
dollars (£60,000), and he was held to bail in 
the sum of forty thousand dollars. The trial 
lasted for several years, and at last resulted 
in the total discomfiture of the prosecutors. 
Mr. Delavan proved all his statements by 
overwh elming testimony. He was ably sup
ported by the Rev Eliphalet Nott, D.D., pre
sident of Union College, Schenectady; Hon. 
John Savage, chief-justice of New York; and 
others. 

On the 26th of May, 1836, a meeting was 
held at Boston, when the American Temper
ance Union was formed by the reorganization 
and modification of the American Temperance 
Society, and its head-quarters were fixed at 
Philadelphia. The first officers were: Pre
sident, Samuel H. Cocke, Virginia. Vice-pre
sidents, M. Newkirk, Pennsylvania; F. Frey
linghuysen, New Jersey; Samuel Hubbard, 
Massachusetts; R.H. Walworth, New York; 
Lewis Cass, Michigan; George Lucas, Ohio; 
Governor R. P. Dunlap, Maine; Bishop Stuart, 
Lower Canada, with an able and influential 
working committee. Towards the expenses 
of an active missionary agency numerous 
friends contributed, but the largest sum was 
given by Mr. E. C. Delavan, viz. 10,000 
dollars (£2000). 

The first annual meeting of the Union was 
held in New York, May 9th, 1837, and the 
report for that year contained congratulations 
"on the general adoption of the teetotal 
pledge," and the commencement of the effec-
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tive legislative action against the traffic in 
alcoholic liquors. 

The anniversary of the American (Na.tional) 
Temperance Society was held May 6th, 1837, 
when it was resolved, "that no other prin
ciple (but total abstinence) possessed any 
power to reform the drunkard; " and in the 
same year the New York Temperance Society 
reported that in their own state 100,000 per
sons had adopted the teetotal pledge. In the 
year 1838 not one of the moderation societies 
existing in the state of New York, prior to 
the introduction of teetotalism, was then to 
be found; all had dwindled away, and in their 
place 1178 teetotal societies had been estab
lished, with a membership of 132,161, and of 
this number 1952 were clergymen and mini
sters of the gospel. 

There were several advantages that the 
promoters of total abstinence societies in 
America bad over the supporters and pro
moters of the cause in Great Britain:-

lst. There was the prompt, able, and deci
sive action taken by the clergy and ministers 
of almost every creed and denomination, so 
that the Christian churches in the States from 
an early period maintained their true position 
on the temperance question. As a matter of 
fact, the movement in America may b aid 
to have originated with and was projected by 
the church, its principles being propounded 
from the pulpit by the Revs. Ebenezer Parker, 
Stephen Badger, Lyman Beecher, J ustyn 
Edwards, John Marsh, N. H ewitt, E. Nott, 
Robert Baird, Albert Barnes, George B. 
Cheever, John Pierpont, Thomas P. Hunt, 
T. L. Cuyler, and numerous others. 

2d. They had the hearty, consistent, and 
liberal support of the educated and wealthy 
clas es - men who were not content with 
being mere honom1·y patrons of the cause, but 
were active, earnest, and faithful workers
presidents, senators, governors of states, mem
bers of congress, &c. &c., combined to give the 
cause all the prestige and help possible in order 
to benefit their fellow-creatures. 

3d. The temperance reformers in America 
have bad the hearty co-operation, ympatby, 
and prayers of the noblest and best of the 
gentler sex. The American ladies have done 
far more to promote the interests of the cause 
than their sisters in Great Britain; they had 
none of the diffidence about signing the pledge 
and being known as teetotallers that British 
women were troubled with, but seeiI_?g and 

knowing the power they possessed they were 
not slow in exercising it, as subsequent events 
have fully proved. 

4th. The medical profession was more alive 
to the question of temperance, and as a body 
lent its aid and inflqe.nce to the cause, thus 
adding another powerful incentive to the 
work. 

5th. The press was another powerful ally, 
for at an early period nearly 1500 newspapers 
were on the side of temperance, and some of 
them were more than this; they occupied 
their true position and were in the van as 
pioneers and instructors of the people, leading 
them on from stage to stage, not living upon 
the liquor traffic, and turning round as soon 
as public opinion changed upon the subject, 
because it paid them so to do. Further, the 
press was not hampered by heavy taxes and 
governmental restrictions and penalties as in 
England. 

6th. The officials of the old temperance 
organizations in America were more liberal
minded, less prejudiced, and more disposed to 
accept a better method, if such could be found 
likely to be efficient, safe, and practical; there
fore, as soon as total abstinence was found to 
be doing the work they were anxious to ac
complish, they adopted it, and proving its 
efficiency, they abandoned the old pledge. 

With such varied influences as those we 
have indicated, combined with oth ers peculiar 
to the people and country, it is no wonder 
that the movement in America made more 
rapid strides, and eventually culminated in 
what must, sooner or later, be the ultimate 
end and aim of the agitation everywhere
viz. the legislative prohibition of the manu
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors. 

Whenever an Englishman of standing or 
ability, one qualified to do service to the 
movement, visited the United States, the 
temperance reformers not only gave him a 
hearty welcome, but utilized his services as 
much as possible. In 1839 James Silk 
Buckingham, M.P., visited the States, and 
had a splendid reception at Philadelphia. 
From thence he went to Washington, and 
then made a tour of the States, eloquently 

, pleading on behalf of the temperance reform 
in all the large centres of population ( Cen
tennial Temperance vol., p. 456). 

Before passing on to the next important 
stage in the history of the movement in Ame
rica we will introduce two or three sketches 
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of the prominent pioneers of temperance and 
other reforms, men who have engraved their 
names on the pages of the world's history in 
indelible characters. 

The following testimony in favour of per
sonal abstinence was given about forty years 
ago by DR. W. ALCOTT, an American medical 
author of considerable reputation:--

"About twenty-eight years ago I began to 
abstain entirely from ardent spirits, and soon 
after from cider. At thirty-two I abandoned 
all fermented drinks. Before I discontinued 
the use of narcotic and intoxicating drinks I 
was threatened with consumption; this ten
dency still remains, but is every year diminish
ing. My general health has greatly improved, 
though many circumstances in which I have 
been placed during the last six years have 
been far less favourable to health than for
merly. I have lost nothing by temperance, 
but have gained immensely." 

REv. ALBERT BARNES, author of Ba1·nes' 
Notes, &c., was born at Rome, New York, U.S., 
in 1798, and entered the Presbyterian ministry 
in 1823. In 1830 he settled at Philadelphia, 
and entered upon a career which has made his 
name known in all parts of the world. His 
expository" Notes" on portions of the Old Tes
tament and the whole of the New Testament 
have had a very large sale, possibly greater 
than any other commentary published. Mr. 
Barnes was for many years an earnest friend 
of temperance, and an advocate for the pro
hibition of the liquor traffic. In 1851 he 
delivered a sermon on the Maine Law from 
Psalm xciv. 20, which was published under 
the title of The Throne of Iniquity, and had 
an extensive sale in America. He re-delivered 
this sermon in Surrey Chapel, London, August 
8th, 1852, and it was published and widely 
circulated in England, &c. 

In his work entitled Life at Th1·eesco1·e Mr. 
Barnes remarked: "For thirty years I have 
rigidly abstained from even wine, except as 
prescribed by a physician, and then most rarely. 
I have never kept it in my family; I have 
never provided it for my friends; I have de
clined it when it has been placed before me; 
and when I have been present where others, 
ernn clergymen, have indulged in its use, I 
have never concealed my sentiments on the 
subject; and in thus abstaining in all the 
circles where I have been, whether of religious 
men, or worldly men, at home, at sea, abroad, 
I have seen only a marked respect for mv 

sentiments. I now approve the cour e, and 
if I were to live my life over again, I see 
nothing in this matter which I would wish to 
change." 

Mr. Barnes died in December, 1870, at the 
age of seventy-two years. 

Prominent amongst the early friends and 
supporters of the temperance cause in the 
States was the HoN. GEORGE N1xoN BRIGG , 
who was born in the town of Adams, in Berk
shire County, Mas achusetts, in the year 1796. 
At the age of twelve years he became a mem
ber of a Baptist church, and in after life was 
eminently useful in the church as in affairs 
of the state. At an early age he became con
vinced that the use of intoxicating liquors 
was injurious to the physical, moral, and 
mental nature of man. 

In 1818 Mr. Briggs was admitted to the 
bar, and in 1831 obtained a seat in congress, 
which he held for twelve years. He was then 
elected governor of Massachusetts, and con
tinued in office for seven years, after which 
he was a judge of the Court of Common Pleas 
for some five years. As a member of congress 
he was an a vowed friend of the tern perance 
cause, and in February, 1833, when the Con
gressional Temperance Society was formed, he 
was elected a member of the executive com
mittee. At the meeting of the second Na
tional Convention, held at Saratoga Springs 
in 1836, he took a very bold and determined 
stand as an advocate of total abstinence from 
all intoxicating liquors as a beverage. His 
able discussion of the philosophy, morality 7 

and scriptural obligation of these points with 
a learned profes or and divine was the chief 
topic of remark, and did much to bring about 
the decision arrived at. 

When the Washingtonian movement began 
in 1840, and large numbers of miserably 
drunken men resolved to sign the pledge and 
seek reform, Mr. Briggs was one of the first 
to go to their meetings in Washington, no 
matter how humble the place where the 
meeting was held. By his winning eloquence 
and kindly sympathy he led them on, and 
encouraged them to bind themselves in the 
bonds of temperance. 

The old congressional society, formed some 
ten years before on the ardent-spirit pledge 
principle, had ceased to exist, and on the 9th 
February, 1842, another was formed on tee
total principles, Mr. Briggs being chosen pre
sident. On the 25th February a large meeting 
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was held in the Capitol. The splendid hall 
was filled to overflowing, and here Mr. Briggs 
delivered an address, in which be gave a his
tory of the old society, which, be said, "with 
a pledge in one hand and a bottle of cham
pagne in the other, had died of intemperance." 
At this meeting eighty pledges were taken. 
On Mr. Briggs' r etirement from congress the 
society declined. 

On being made governor of the state of 
Massachusetts, Mr. Briggs was chosen presi
dent of th e Massachusetts Legislative Tem
perance Society. His speech on this occasion 
was said to have been one of his most eloquent. 
"He hoped before the session closed every 
name would be enrolled. If we should all 
lend our exertions we might soon say, 'There 
is no drunkard in Massachusetts; there is no 
wretched family in our state. We should 
live, then, with but little legislation.'" 

Although Governor Briggs was a decided 
prohibitionist, yet he always deprecated any 
relaxation of moral suasion. He believed that 
total abstinence was necessary for the indi
vidual, old and young, and advocated state 
prohibition of the liquor traffic, that the temp
tations to evil might be taken out of the way 
of the people. 

On the resignation of Judge Savag as pre
sident of the American Temperance Union, 
April 15th, 1 56, Mr. Briggs accepted the 
office, and at the anniversary in 1860 be de
livered an address on "the dangers of young 
men at the present day," which created a 
powerful impression on the minds of all who 
heard it. On the lst of August, 1861, Mr. 
Briggs delivered an address to the lOth Mas
sachusetts Regiment, of which bis son was 
colonel, and did not forget to urge the practice 
of total abstinence as one of the soldier's best 
defences in camp and on the field. He died, 
September 13th, 1861, from the effects of a 
gunshot wound. It appears that in takiug 
down his coat he did not perceive that a 
loaded gun was resting upon it, and in re
moving the coat the gun discharged its con
t ents into his face. Despite his vigorous con
stitution he died a few days after the accident, 
at the age of sixty-five years. (Condensed 
from A Sketch of tlie Life of Gove1·nor Briggs, 
by the Rev. Dr. Marsh.) 

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON was born at 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, December lOth, 
1805. His father was a dissipated sea-captain, 
but bis mother appears to have been a woman 
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of noble character and strong moral convic
tions. She gave her son the best education 
her means would afford, but at twelve years 
of age be had to leave school and work for bis 
living. He found congenial employment in 
the office of the Newburyport Hernld, where 
in a few years he became not only a skilful 
compositor but a ready writer. In the hot 
years of youth he was so much moved by the 
struggle of the Greeks for independence, that 
he was strongly tempted to become a soldier 
and help them in their struggle. 

At the end of his apprenticeship, in 1826, 
he started a paper in Newburyport called the 
Free Press, but it failed, and he had to seek 
work in Boston as a journeyman printer. 
Here be found fresh occupation in editing the 
National Pliilantliropist, the first temperance 
p:;iper in America, or perhaps in the world. 
In 1828 he was induced to become editor of a 
paper at Bennington, in Vermont, and when so 
employed made the acquaintance of a Quaker 
emancipator named Lundy, who persuaded 
him to go to Baltimore to edit The Genius oj 
Universal Emancipation. For a vigorou 
article in which he denounced the owners of 
vessels engaged in the domestic slave-trade, 
Garrison was sued for libel and fined fifty 
<lollars, and refusing to pay was cast into 
prison. He employed bis time in writing on the 
wall of his cell sonnets that rang with cour
age, defiance, and faith. 

On bis release from prison he set up n. 

printing-office in Boston, and on the lst of 
January, 1831, commenced the Liberator, of 
which be was at once editor, staff, printer, and 
publisher. He set up the types, and pulled 
the press with his own hands. At first it was 
treated with contempt, but eventually it be
came a terror to all who countenanced or sup
ported the slave-trade. The slave-owners tried 
their utmost to overawe and persecute him, 
but this only made him more determined in 
his efforts to accomplish the overthrow of 
slavery. He was imprisoned, a price was put 
upon his h ead, and his life imperilled; but he 
was not to be suppressed. An Uuseen Hand 
preserved and protected him through all, and 
he lived to see the full realization of his hopes 
and aspirations in the total overthrow of 
American slavery. 

In the year 1867 William Lloyd Garrison, 
accompanied by bis son, visited England, and 
very readily responded to an invitation to 
meet the then chairman (the late Alderman 

32 
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Harvey) and the members of the executive of 
the United Kingdom Alliance, to take tea at 
the Alliance Offices, 41 John Dalton Street, 
Manchester. In response to a resolution of 
"warm greeting and high appreciation of his 
·ervices as the distinguished pioneer, cham
pion, and leader of the abolition movement in 
America,'' Mr. Garrison referred to his con
nection with the temperance movement in the 
following words:-

,,I am with you in heart, in understanding, 
and in principle. I should no more think of 
making a declaration of my temperance prin
ciples here than I should of my abolition prin
ciples. I took up the temperance cause in the 
day of its adversity, in the day of its inception, 
when all men were against it, church and state, 
pulpits and politicians, influential men every
where were against it. I have always blessed 
God that the very :first reformatory movement 
w bich I entered into was the temperance move
ment. Before I understood anything about 
slavery, forty years ago this very year, I was 
the editor of the first temperance paper ever 
started in the world, and I have never swerved 
from the doctrine which I then laid down, 
and which I had to espouse under the impu
tation of being a cold-water fanatic; and was 
as earnest in that direction as I became in 
the direction of universal emancipation after
wards. The paper which I edited was not 
my own. It was sold by the proprietor and 
went into other bands, passing from the city 
of Boston to Andover, aud was edited under 
other auspices. 

"About that time my attention was directed 
to the subject of slavery, and seeing the con
dition of the enslaved millions in our c<rnntry 
I gave myself more directly to the liberation 
of those in bondage. But never for a moment 
did I lose my interest in the temperance cause 
-never, never can I under any circumstances; 
it is part of my life, it is in my soul, it is in 
my blood and bones, and I am ready any
where and everywhere to testify in its behalf, 
wherever it may be deemed at all proper to 
do so. The temperance cause, however, in 
America, after it attained to respectability, 
was not a heavy cross like abolitionism; it 
was respectable, and thousands and tens of 
thousands of temperance men who made ab
stinence from liquor the encl of the law for 
righteousness, and who plumecl themselves 
upon being total abstainers, had no bowels of 
mercy, I am sorry to say. for the millions 

in bondage. On the contrary, as a general 
statement, I think that they stood aloof rather 
than gave us auy support; but at th.e same 
time, the abolitioui ts, wherever they were, 
were temperance men as a matter of course. 
They really constituted the backbone of the 
temperance movement, were the most incor
ruptible. and they needed no teaching what
ever on the subject. It is certainly true that 
the temperance movement was a prelude to 
the anti-slavery movement. I have often said 
that the temperance movement was, under 
God, essential as a foundation which was being 
laid whereon we could stand to address men 
in their sober sen ·es, and so to appeal to their 
consciences and to their hearts in the matter 
of slavery." 

William L. Garrison died May 24th, 1879, 
aged seventy-five years. 

SAMUEJ., F. CARY was born in Cincinnati, 
February 18th, 181-1. His father, "William 
Cary, was an early emigrant to the north
west territory from the state of Vermont, 
and shared in the perils and privations in
cident to the first settlemeut of that district. 
Samuel was the youngest of three children, 
and lived at home on his father's farm until 
1831, when he entered Miami University, and 
graduated in 1 35, sharing the first honour 
of the institution. He returned to his native 
city, and immediately entered upon the study 
of the la.w. In 1 37 he received the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws from the Cincinnati ollege, 
and was shortly afterwards admitted to the 
bar. He was attentive to the business of bis 
profession, and soon secured a large and profit
able practice. As an advocate he had few rivals 
(Stevens' History of the Sons of Temperance). 

At an early age he devoted himself to the 
temperance movement, and before he entered 
public life had become a temperance advocate. 
When the Washingtonian movement began 
its wonderful work he gladly welcomed it, and 
laboured earnestly and vigorously for its suc
cess. Not only in his own state, but through
out most of the western, eastern, and middle 
states his voice was heard. Without fee or 
reward he travelled thousands of miles, and 
induced large numbers to sign the pledge. In 
a tour through New England in 1845 he was 
listened to by immense assemblages. 

Mr. Cary abandoned his profession in 184-l, 
having acquired a competency, and devoteu 
his attention to the temperance cause. In 
18-!8 he travelled through seventeen of the 
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tate and Lower Canada, and addressed about 
300,000 people. Although his expenses in 
thi · work were great, he always declined um
pen ation, proviug himself to be a mostdevoteJ 
and sincere friend of the cause. On the in
stitution of the Order of Sons of Temperance 
he at once became an active worker, and was 
one of the first charter members of the First 
Division in the west. In 1846 he was elected 
Grand Worthy Patriarch of Ohio, was made 
a member of the National Division in 1847, 
and in 1848 was installed at Baltimore as 
:M.W.P., or official head of the Order in North 
America. During the two years of his ad
ministration the Order ma.de very rapid strides, 
five Grand Divisions, 3100 subordinate Divi
sion , and 100,000 members being added to 
the jurisdiction of the National Division. 

On his retirement from office Mr. Cary 
did not fall back into society and cease to 
labour for the promotion and success of the 
Order, but continued his valuable, disinterested 
work, and amongst other services visited Eng
land in 1 70. Here for some time he rendered 
valuable help to the Order an<l to the cause of 
temperance under the aus1 ices of the Briti h 
Temperance League. As a proof of his high 
character and position in America, he was 
honour cl with the appointment of paymaster
general of Ohio. 

GENERAL A. W . RILEY, of Rochester, New 
York, was born March 19th, 1795. He was 
one of the early and true friends of temper
ance reform, who up to very old age continued 
to labour for the cause. He was known in 
Rochester as the man who "ran when he 
walked, and talked temperance as he went." 
In 1860 he visited England and gave stirring 
addresses in several of the principal towns. 
Some have expressed the opinion that be de
liYered more temperance speeches than any 
other man in America, and at ninety years of 
age was "hale, bright, agile, cheerful, the pat
tern of one who sought to make a heaven of 
earth." One of his eccentricities was that of 
paying drink-sellers to attend his meetings and 
bear him talk on temperance. He died at 
Rochester, April 3d, 1 8, having just com
pleted hi ninety-third year. 

The REv. JoEL JEWELL joined the Hector 
Temperance Society in the state of New York 
in 1826, making it a condition that wine 
should be included with ardent spirits among 
the articles not to be used by its members. 
He wrote some of the early songs of the 

movement, and also in 1830 a children's pledge 
of two stanzas, to which in 1832 he added a 
third. The following is a copy of this met
rical pledge:-

"A pledge we make no wine to take; 
No brandy red to turn the head; 
No whisky hot that makes the sot; 
No fiery rum that ruins home. 

Nor will we sin by drinking gin; 
Away we fling the punch and sling; 
Hard cider, too, will never do; 
Nor brewer's beer our hearts to cheer. 

To quench our thirst we alway bring 
Cold water from the well or spring; 
So here we pledge perpetual hate 
To all that can intoxicate." 

This was set to the tune of Roclcin,q/iarn, an<l 
has been sung by thousands cf children ia all 
parts of the world. This, undoubtedly, was 
the original of Mrs. Carlile's juvenile pledge, 
used in Dublin and elsewhere. 

In 1889 the Rev. Dawson Burn , D.D., h~id 

a letter from this veteran, in the course of 
which he gave his views on certain que ·tions 
then under consid ration in America, and 
adds: "I left my pastoral charge a year and a 
half since, but remain in harness. My sight is 
not so good, but I write without pectacles at 
eighty-six" (Alliance News, 1 9, pp. 424-452). 

In the year 1840 there was a general lull or 
slackening of nergy on the part of the tem
perance reformers on both sides of the At
lantic. Just at the moment, however, when 
the friends of the cause in America were be
coming disheartened at the growing apathy 
and drowsiness that seemed to have come ove1· 
the temperance societies, an important de
velopment began. This was the formation of 
what was called the "W ashingtonian Move
ment," which was commenced in the city of 
Baltimore in April, 1840. 

It appears that six individuals, who were iu 
the habit of meeting together, were seated as 
usual on Friday, April 2d, 1840, in Chase's 
Tavern, Liberty Street, Baltimore, where they 
were accustomed to meet almost nightly. 
These were William K. Mitchell, tailor; John 
F. Hoss, carpenter; David Anderson, black
smith; George Steers, blacksmith; James 
M'Curley, coachmaker; and Archibald Camp
bell, silver-plater. 

A clergyman, who was preaching in the 
city at that time, had given public notice that 
on that evening he would deliver a discourse 
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upon the subject of temperance. Upon this 
lecture the conversation of this company pre
sently turned; whereupon it was determined 
that four of them should go and hear it, and 
report. Accordingly after the sermon they 
returned and discoursed on its merits for 
some time, when one of them remarked that 
"After all, temperance is a good thing." "Oh," 
said the host, "they're all a parcel of hypo
crites." "Oh yes," replied M'Curley, "I'll be 
bound for you ; it's your interest to cry them 
down anyhow." "I tell you what, boys," says 
Steers, "let's form a society and make Bill 
Mitchell president." "Agreed!" they cried. 

After parting that night they did not all 
meet again until Sunday, when they took a 
stroll, and between walking and treating they 
managed to arrange the matter to their entire 
satisfaction. It was agreed that one of them 
should draw up a pledge, and that the whole 
party should sign it the next day. Accor
dingly, on Monday morning, WILLIAM K. 
1\111•cHELL wrote the following pledge:-

"We whose names are annexed, desirous 
of forming a society for our mutual benefit, 
and to guard against a pernicious practice 
which is injurious to our health, standing, 
and families, do pledge onrsel ves as gentle
men that we will not drink any spirituous or 
malt liquors, wine, or cider." 

He went with it about nine o'clock to 
Anderson's house, and found him till in bed, 
sick from the effects of his bunday drinking. 
He arose, however, dressed himself, and after 
hearing the pledge read went down to his 
shop with his friend for pen and ink, and 
there did himself the honour of being the 
first man who signed the Washington pledge. 
After obtaining the names of the other four, 
the worthy president finished this noble 
achievement by adding his own. On the 
evening of that day they met at the residence 
of one of their number, and duly formed them
selves into a society by assigning to each the 
following o:ffices:-President, W. K. Mitchell; 
vice-president, Archibald Campbell; secretary, 
John F. Hoss; treasurer, James M'Curley; 
standing committee, George Steers and David 
Anderson. Having thus summarily provided 
themselves with offices, they next turned their 
attention to obtaining members and to devis
ing means to defray the expenses of the meet
ings. It was therefore agreed that each man 
should bring a man, and every one shonld pay 
twenty-five cents (one shilling) upon becoming 

a member, and twelve and a half cents monthly 
thereafter. The next debate was as to the 
name they should give their society. It was 
finally agreed that the president and secretary 
should act as a committee to draft a constitution 
and select a name; which they did, and gave 
to the association the name of the Washington 
Temperance Society. 

At their second meeting they bad two new 
members. After this they met for some time 
every week at their old rendezvous in Liberty 
Street; but the landlady complaining that 
their company wa no particular benefit to 
the house, the wife of the president kindly 
offered them the use of one of her own rooms, 
where they continued to meet until their 
numbers had increased so largely as to make 
it necessary for them to seek more extended 
accommodation. Their next move was to a 
carpenter's shop in Little Sharp Street, where 
they remained for some weeks and then they 
removed to other quarters. 

As the society became enlarged it was found 
necessary to devise some means of sustaining 
the intere t, and 011 the sugge tion of the pre
sident, the members rose in their place and 
related their own experience and the result 
of abstinence. 

On the 19th November, 1"40, their fir t 
public meeting was held in the Masonic Hall, 
St. Paul Street, Baltimore, when a number of 
persons signed the pledge. By Christma , 
1840, the movement had bee me so popular 
that thousand had flocked to its standard 
and enrolled them elves as members. On the 
22d March, 1 41, Messrs. Hawkins, Pollard, 
Shaw, and Ca ey took passage in the cars for 
New York, and the next morning they were 
followed by Mr. Mitchell, who went as a de
putation from the Washingt n Temperance 
Society to hold meetings for a week, under 
the auspices of the :New York friends. Their 
first meeting was held in the Methodi t Epis
copal Church, Green Street, March 23d, 1841, 
the result being a scene seldcm witne ed in 
that city, the audience being melted to tears 
by the thrilling stories of these reformed 
drunkards, and more than a hundred persons 
signed the pledge at this meeti g. Subsequent 
meetings were even more interesting, and as 
the churches were not large enough they held 
meetings in the park, &c., ext nding the mis
sion for three weeks, taking over 2500 signa
tures to the pledge, many of hem being the 
names of confirmed drunkards. 
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MR. J. K. W. HAWKINS became a mis
sionary of the society, and was remarkably 
successful, being a powerful speaker, an ear
nest worker, and a very acceptable visitor. 
He was successful in bringing together, after 
a long separation through drink, one of 
the early members of the society and his 
\Yife, their after-life being happy and com
fortable. By the efforts of this society large 
numbers of liquor dealers were induced to 
give up the traffic, some going so far as to 
band over to the teetotallers the whole of 
their stock of drink, and in solemn conclave 
the committee and others met and poured 
out the whole of the fiery liquid into the 
sewers, or otherwise destroyed it. Such was 
the effect of this movement, that in 1846 the 
number of teetotallers in America was stated 
to have been increased from two to five mil
lions. Instead of consuming, as they did in 
1 31, about seventy-two millions of gallons of 
spirits, there was only an annual consumption 
of thirty-five millions of gallons, or less than 
one-half of the former quantity. But to put 
this matter in its true light it is necessary to 
look at it more closely. 

In 1830 the population of the United States 
was twelve millions; in 1 46 it was twenty 
millions; so that had the consumption of 
strong drinks kept pace with the increase of 
population it shonld have been about one liitn
clrecl and twenty millions of gallons. At thi 
rate, therefore, it may fairly be assumed that 
about eighty-five millions of gallons of strong 
drink had been cut off from the annual con-
umption. In 1810, with a population of 

7,000,000, the number of distilleries at work 
was nearly 40,000, whereas in 1840 it was 
reduced to 10,306; and in 1 46, with almost 
treble the population, it was still further re
duced to about 5000. In 1831 the average 
quantity of spirits consumed by the people of 
the United States was about six gallons per 
head of the population, whereas in 1846 it was 
only one and three qitartei· gallons per head. 
In 1 32 there were imported into the United 
States 2,3 7,479 dollars' worth of wines, whereas 
in 1842 the value of the wines imported was 
only 1,271,019 dollars' worth, being a decrease 
of 1,116,400 dollars' worth; and in 1843 there 
was a still further decrease. As a natural con
sequence, this decrease in the con umption of 
drink led to a imilardiminntion of the number 
of houses licensed to sell drink; and in some 
places these temptations were so much reduced 

as to amount to something almost equal to total 
extinction. In 1841 there were 700 licensed 
gin-shops in the city of Baltimore, and in 1843 
they were reduced to 56. In Cleveland, Ohio, 
they were reduced from 57 to 13. In Bo-ton, 
Northampton, and a number of other towns 
in the state of Massachusetts there was not a 
single licen ed grog-shop in 1843. In severai 
other states also there were towns without a 
single grog-shop or licensed drink-seller. 

One of the first men of position and influence 
to identify himself with the Washingtonian 
movement was the Hon. George Nixon Briggs, 
who was ever ready to aid them by bis elo
quence, energy, and influence. E. C. Delavan, 
Neal Dow, S. F. Cary, and numerous others 
were also warm and earnest friends of the 
movement. 

Unfortunately the Washingtonia1rn were 
what are termed "Moral Suasionists," and 
did not encourage, but rather opposed, legis
lative interference with the liquor traffic. 
Had they lent their aid and influence to secure 
the legal prohibition of the traffic their work 
might have been permanent; but as in Ireland 
and elsewhere, when the excitement died out, 
or the mainspring was removed, the whole 
machinery became of little use, and in time 
the curse became rampant once more. 

Out of this movement, however, arose the 
"Order of Sons of Temperance." The falling 
away of many of the" Washingtonians" was 
a source of great grief to some of the true 
friends of temperance reform, and on the 
29th September, 1842, a meeting was held at 
Teetotallers' Hall, 71 Di vision Street, New 
York, to consider the question of organizing 
a benefit society on total abstinence principles. 
Sixteen men attended, and decided to form 
New York Division, No. 1, Sons of Temper
ance. The whole thing was put into shape, 
and the first officers elected were as follows:
TVortliy Patriarch, Daniel H. Sands; W01·thy 
Associate, Ephraim L. Snow; Recording Scribe, 
John W. Oliver; Financial Scribe, James Bale; 
T1·easurer, George M'Kibbin; Conductor, 
Thomas Edgerley ; Inside Sentinel, Thomas 
Swenarton. 

The pledge adopted, which subsequent legis
lation has decided shall not be changed without 
a unanimous vote of the members of the Na
tional Division of the Order, is as follows:-

" I will neither make, buy, sell, nor use as a 
beverage any spirituous or malt liquors, wine, 
or cider." 
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The Grand Di vision of New York was or
ganized December lOth, 1842, when Daniel 
H. Sands was elected G. WP.; Ephraim L. 
Snow, WA.; John W. Oliver, Scribe; James 
Bale, Treasurer. 

The Order continued to grow until June, 
1844, when the National Division was formed, 
and it became the largest and most powerful 
temperance organization in existence. It was 
founded as a home for the reformed drunkard, 
where he could meet friends able and willing 
to sustain him. It w~nt much further than 
ruoral suasion, for it promulgated the idea 
that some means of removing the temptation 
was needed, and if it was wrong to use or sell, 
it was wrong to license the sale, and therefore 
1·i,qht to prohibit the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors. 

In 1844 the Grand Division of New York 
made an attempt to secure the admission of 
yonng persons from sixteen years of age as 
members of the Order of Sons of Temperance, 
but it was unsuccessful. 

In 1845 Robert M. Foust of Philadelphia, 
Pa., who was at the time at the head of a large 
educational institution, became a Son of Tem
perance, and in November of that year pre
sented a scheme to the Morning Star Di vision, 
No. 66, for an organization to be called the 
Cadets of Temperance. With certain modi
fications it was adopted, and a juvenile branch 
formed under the title of the Cadets of Tem
perance, Mr. Foust being Most Worthy 
Patron. 

This branch has its own initiatory cere
monies, and in addition to total abstinence 
from alcoholic liquors prohibits the use of 
tobacco and profanity. On attaining the age 
of eighteen years the members are transferred 
to the adult divisions, and in many cases prove 
to be most valuable acquisitions. 

In 1842 a new stimulus was given to the 
temperance reform by the publication of a 
series of plates showing the effects of alcohol 
on the human stomach. These were the cele
brated plates of Dr. Sewall,1 who first exhibited 
them in Washington to illustrate a lecture 
upon the "Pathology of Drunkenness," which 
he delivered to a large audience, including 
several members of congress. At the end of 
this lecture the Hon. Thomas F. Marshall of 
Kentucky, who had been brought to the 
Yerge of ruin by drink, signed the pledge, 

1 Dr. Thomas Sewall, died April lOth, 1845. 

and for a time "consecrated his unrivalled 
eloquence and splendid talents" to warn others 
of the dangers of intoxicating liquors. 

In the month of October, 1842, another 
man, destined to make him ·elf a name in the 
world as "The Temperance Orator," was wan
dering through the streets of the city of Wor
cester in a half-intoxicated state, half tarved 
with the cold, "homeless, aimless, and all but 
hopeless," when an unusual incident changed 
the whole current of his life. Let him ell his 
own story: 

"Someone tapped me on the shoulder-an 
unusual thing that to occur to me; for no oue 
cared to come in contact 'vith the wretched, 
shabby-looking drunkard. I was a di~grace, 
'a living, walking di grace.' I could scarcely 
believe my own senses when I tum d and 
met a kind look. The thing was so unnsual 
and so entirely unexpected that I questioned 
the reality of it; but so it was. It \Vas the 
first touch of kindness which I had known 
for months; and simple and trifling as the 
circumstance may appear to many it went 
right to my heart, and like the wing of an 
angel troubled the waters in that stagnant pool 
of affection, and made them once more reflect 
a little of the light of human love. The per
son who touched my shoulder was an entire 
stranger. I looked at him, wondering what 
his business was with me. Regarding me 
very earnestly, and apparently with much 
interest, he said: 

" ' fr. Gough, I believe?' 
"That is my name,' I replied, and was pass

ing on. 
"'You have been drinking to-day,' aid the 

stranger in a kind voice which arrested my 
attention, and quite dispelled any auger at 
what I might otherwise have considered an 
officious interference in my affairs. 

"'Yes, sir,' I replied; 'I have.' 
"'Why do you not sign the pledge 1' was 

the next query. 
"I considered for a minute or two, and 

then informed the strange friend who had so 
unexpectedly interested himself in my behalf 
that I bad no hope of ever again becoming a 
sober man; that I was without a single friend 
in the world who cared for me or what be
came of rue; that I fully expected to die very 
soon-I cared not how soon, or whether I died 
drunk or sober; and in fact, that I was in a 
condition of utter wretchedness. 

"The stranger regarded me with a bene-
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volent look, took me by the arm, and asked 
me how I would like to be as I once was, 
respectable and esteemed, well clad, and sit
ting as I used to in a place of worship; enabled 
to meet my friends as in old times, and re
ceive from them the pleasant nod of recog
nition as formerly; in fact become a useful 
member of society. 

" 'Oh ! ' I replied, 'I should like all these 
things first-rate; but I have no expectation 
that such a thing will ever happen. Such a 
change cannot be possible.' 

"' Only sign a pledge,' remarked my friend, 
'and I will warrant that it shall be so. Sign 
it, and I will introduce you myself to good 
friends, who will feel an interest in your wel
fare, and take a pleasure in helping you to 
keep your good resolutions. Only, Mr. Gough, 
sign the pledge, and all will be as I have said; 
ay, and more too.' 

"Oh! how pleasantly fell these words of 
kindness and promise on my crushed and 
bruised heart. I had long been a stranger to 
feeling such a now awoke in my bosom. A 
chord had been touched which vibrated to the 
tone of love. Hope once more dawned; and 
I began to think, strange as it appeared, that 
such things as my friend promised me might 
c me to pass. On the instant I resolved to 
try at least, and said to the stranger: 

"'Well, I will sign it.' 
"'When?' be asked. 
"'I cannot do so to-night,' I replied, 'for I 

niust have some more drink presently; but I 
certainly will to-morrow.' 

"'We have a temperance meeting to-morrow 
evening,' be said; 'will you sign it then?' 

"'I will.' 
" 'That is right,' said he, grasping my hand; 

' I will be there to see you.' 
" ' You shall,' I remarked, and we parted. 
"I went on my way, much touched by the 

kind interest which at last someone had 
taken in my welfare. I said to myself: 'If it 
should be the last act of my life I will perform 
my promise and sign it, even though I die in 
the attempt; for that man has placed con
fidence in me, and on that account I love him.' 

" I then proceeded to a low groggery in 
Lincoln Square Hotel, and in the space of half 
an hour drank several glasses of brandy; this, 
in addition to what I had taken before, made 
me very drunk, and I staggered home as well 
as I could. 

"Arrived there, I threw myself on the 

bed, and lay in a state of insensibility until 
morning. The first thing which occurred to 
my mind on awakening was the promise I 
had made on the evening before to sign the 
pledge; and feeling, as I usually did on the 
morning succeeding a drunken bout, wretched 
and desolate, I was almost sorry that I had 
agreed to do so. My tongue was dry, my 
throat parched, my temples throbbed as if 
they would burst, and I had a horrible burn
ing feeling in my stomach which almost 
maddened me, and I felt that I mitst have 
some bitters or I should die. So I yielded to 
my appetite, which would not be appeased, 
and repaired to the same hotel where I had 
squandered away so many shillings before; 
there I drank three or four times, until my 
nerves were a little strong, and then I went 
to work. 

"All that day the coming event of the 
evening was continually before my mind's 
eye, and it seemed to me as if the appetite 
which had so long controlled me exerted more 
power over me than ever. It grew stronger 
than I had at any time known it, now that 
I was about to rid myself of it. Until noon 
I strnggled against its cravings, and then, 
unable to endure my misery any longer, I 
made some excuse for leaving the shop, and 
went nearly a mile from it in order to procure 
one glass wherewith to appease the demon 
who so tortured me. The day wore wearily 
away, and when evening came I was deter
mined to perform the promise I bad made to 
the stranger the night before. The meeting 
was to be held at the lower town-hall, W or
cester, and thither, clad in an old brown sur
tout, closely buttoned up to my chin, that my 
ragged habiliments beneath might not be 
visible, I went. I took a place among the 
rest, and when an opportunity of speaking 
offered itself, I requested permission to be 
heard, which was readily granted. 

"When I stood up to relate my story I was 
invited to the stand, to which I repaired; 
and on turning to face the audience I recog
nized my acquaintance who had asked me to 
sign. It was MR. JOEL STRATTON. He greeted 
me with a smile of approbation which nerved 
and strengthened me for my task as I trem
blingly observed every eye fixed on me. I 
lifted my quivering hand and then and there 
told what rum had done for me; I related 
bow I was once respectable and happy and had 
a home, but that now I was a hopeless, miser-
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able, loathed, diseased, and blighted outcast 
from society. I said that scarcely a hope re
mained to me of ever becoming that which I 
once was; but, having promised to sign the 
pledge, I had determined not to break my 
word, and would now affix my name to it. In 
a palsied hand I with difficulty grasped the 
pen, and in characters almost as crooked as 
those of old Stephen Hopkins in the Declara
tion of Independence, I signed the total absti
nence pledge, and resolved to free myself from 
the inexorable tyrant-rum." 

His subsequent struggles, fall, restoration, 
and final victory over appetite, are graphically 
depicted in bis autobiography, which has had 
an immense sale on both sides of the Atlantic, 
in the Colonies, &c. &c. 

In December, 1842, the Worcester Waterfall 
gave an intimation that Mr. Gough was about 
to commence the business of lecturer on tem
perance, and that on the first Tuesday in 
January, 1843, he would lecture at Leicester, 
Wednesday at Upton, and the following week 
at Grafton; and he thus commenced his great 
life work. 

The Rev. Thomas Spencer, M.A., of Hinton 
Charterhouse, near Bath, England, one of the 
earliest Church of England clerical abstainers, 
landed in Boston, Mass., on Sunday, October 
19th, 1 45, and having attended the afternoon 
service in the Episcopal Church was prevailed 
upon by Dr. Vinton to preach for him in the 
evening. The following extracts from Ame
rican papers speak of his temperance labours 
during his American tour:-

" This eloquent divine, now on a visiting 
tour to this country, has, since his arrival in 
this city, been actively engaged in addressing 
the various societies on the subject of teetotal
ism. Nearly every evening since he landed 
in town he bas delighted and instructed large 
audiences by his pleasing, sound, and judicious 
manner of treating the various bearings and 
relations of temperance reform" (New York 
Organ). 

"He draws crowded audiences, which he 
holds with a pleasing style and an earnest 
and impetuous eloquence which Englishmeu 
rarely exhibit. He has spoken nearly every 
night, and bas engagements ahead for som e 
time to come. He has given quite an impulse 
to the cause, and to all appearance a decidedly 
healthy one" (Boston Emancipator). 

On Monday, July 2d, 1849, the city of 
New York bade the Rev. Father Mathew, 
of Cork, Ireland, a hearty welcome to the 
United States. Alderman Hawes and the 
municipal council, accompanied by deputa
tions from various public bodies and societies, 
proceeded in the Sylph steamer to Stateu 
Island to conduct him to the Castle Garden. , 
and to tender to him the hospitalities of the 
city council. It is said that never on any 
occasion was the multitude of people greater 
or the enthusiasm more intense than when 
Father Mathew entered the. Castle Gardens; 
it seemed as if the city of New York was 
resolved to outdo itself in honour of the moral 
conqueror. The formal welcome was offered 
to him by Mayor Wodhull, who happily re
ferred to the special claim which Father 
Mathew's services to humanity gave him to 
a public reception on that historic spot. He 
remained the guest of the city for about a fort
night, and held levees in the City Hall daily, 
when he administered the pledge to large 
numbers of persons. He also visited Boston, 
Washington, Philadelphia, Wilmington, Rich
mond, and in fact most of the cities and towns 
in the states north and south, east and west, 
labouring incessantly, despite his ill health, 
for nearly two years and a half. He had sev
eral attacks of his painful and insidious 
malady, which rendered his work all the 
more difficult; and how he wa.s able to visit 
twenty-five states in the Union, and administer 
the pledge in over three hundred of the prin
cipal cities and towns, and add half a million 
to his long muster roll of disciples, is a marvel 
to all. Truly "his was a noble spirit." 
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At a meeting held at St. John's, New Bruns
wick, on the 25th of May, 1832, a ociety was 
formed, which was essentially a total abstin
ence society. Every per on subscribing to the 
following constitution was deemed a. member 
of the society:-

" W whose names are hereto annexed, being 
firmly per ua.ded that the nse of ardent spirits, 
wines, porter, ale, and other liquors that have a 
tendency to make a man inebriate is unneces
sary, aud also injurious to the civil, social, and 
.religious interests of the human family, agree 
that we will not use them except as a medi
cine, nor traffic in them, nor hall we procure 
them for the entertainment of our friends, or 
for persons in our employment, and in all pos
sible ways we will discountenance the use of 
them in the community. 

"This society, acknowledging its dependence 
upon Almighty God, from whom all just coun
sels and good works do proceed, would make 
it a standing rule to offer prayer at all special 
and anniversary meetings." 

Here we have the" long pledge" of total and 
entire abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, 
without the "one year" or any other limit as 
to time, nor any exception in favour of the 
use of fermented wine at the Lord's supper, 
and furthermore, it covers the whole ground, 
outlaws the traffic, and acknowledges God-in 
fact, is gospel temperance in its truest, most 
legitimate sense. It preceded the first private 
pledge of John King and Joseph Livesey by 

three months, and was the fundamental prin
ciple of an organized public institution. 

Amongst the early officers of this society 
were Nathan S. de Mill, president; 'William 
Till, vice-president; and Zeberton Estey, secre
tary aud treasurer. William Nesbit, one of 
the committee, died about 1 

The first total abstinence society in Canada 
proper is said to have been formed in the towu 
of St. Catharine's, June 15th, 1 35. Soon other 
societies were formed, and convention we!'e 
held in various towns. Agents were employed 
to travel the country and discuss the princi
ples of total abstinence. The press helped 
the movement to become general until it was 
thought desirable to establish an organ spe
cially devoted to the interests of the cause. 

Accordingly the Canada Temperance Ad
vocate was started, and by its able advocacy 
of temperance principles it contributed largely 
to the development of total abstinence. For 
several years it was ably edited by the Rev. 
W. Scott, who afterwards became editor of the 
Canada Casket, the organ of the Independent 
Order of Good Templars. 

In Nova Scotia and other districts the move
ment began in 1831 on the moderation prin
ciple, but as soon as teetotalism was intro
duced it was adopted as a second pledge, and 
finally as the only one. At a later period 
the Order of Sons of Temperance became the 
popular organization of Canada, and did im
mense service to the canse of t rne temperance. 
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One of the most devoted friends of the cause 
in Canada was the late Hon. Judge Marshall, 
who contributed a valuable paper 0n the 
" Liquor Traffic in Nova Scotia," which was 
read at the International Temperance and 
Prohibition Convention in London, 1862. In 
the Convention Report, pp. 32-33, we read 
that Judge Marshall was personally acquainted 
with two communities in the same county of 
the province, where the people were each of 
the same European nation, in their ordinary 
manners and mode of life the same, except 
that in the one community strong drink was 
their cur e, and in the other total abstinence 
was alrno t universal. In the former case the 
inhabitants were mostly farmers and a few 
fishers, and in attending the various markets 
they generally got a few glasses of liquor and 
carried a supply home. The result was that 
most of the farms, during the twenty years ' 
Judge Marshall passed through the settle
ment, continued with few exceptions in mu<..:h 
the same state. The dwellings generally were 
of the humblest description, and could scarcely 
be said to afford anything like comfortable 
accommodation for civilized life. As to the 
table fare, it was poor indeed. In some of the 
houses no bread at times, or only of the very 
coarsest kind. In very many instances they 
were al o embarrassed with debt. (In a foot
note he remarks that in recent years a change 
has taken place for the better, both as regards 
their drinking habits and their circumstances.) 
Iu the other community, which was formed at 
a later period under circumstances of deep 
deprivation and hardship, the people followed 
farming occupations for their livelihood, and 
were nearly thirty miles from any markets, 
with a mountainous district intervening. For 
some time they had no road worthy the name, 
and were obliged to convey their produce by 
boats on the open sea. By persevering effort, 
however, combined with total abstinence from 
intoxicating liquors, in the course of a few 
years they became a prosperous and happy 
community. They maintained their own poor, 
and yet were very exact and punctual in pay
ing their share of the county rates. What was 
ruore remarkable, during the eighteen years 
Judge Marshall presided in the courts " there 
was not a single criminal charge of any kind 
tried before me against an inhabitant of that 
community. All their ditferences and disputes 
were settled amongst themselves or through 
the intervention of their spiritual leader They 

were great advocates and friends of education, 
and had an ample supply of schools in their 
midst. They also established and supported 
a branch Bible society, and by popular will 
outlawed the liquor traffic; no place was al
lowed a license to sell intoxicating liquors, and 
the entrance of the evil amongst them was not 
tolerated. This latter action," says Judge 
Marshall: "was the secret of their success, and 
the cause of the peace and happiness they en
joyed as a community." 

Before giving particulars of the work in 
Canada, we will introduce to our readers some 
of the most prominent workers in the cau e 
of temperance in that country. 

The HoNOURABLE JUDGE :M:ARSHALL occu
pied a higher station than ordinarily fell to the 
lot of temperance advocates at that time. His 
professional standing and experience enabled 
him to form a correct opinion as to the merits 
or demerits of total abstinence from all in
toxicating liquors. For twelve years he prac
tised as a barri ter in the province of Nova 
Scotia, and then was raised to a seat on the 
bench, which he occupied for eighteen years 
more. He thus had special opportunities for 
obtaining an insight into the various motives, 
passions, and other springs of human action. 
He was brought into contact with I eople les 
favoured by education, moral character, and 
standing in the world, and this experience 
made him pre-eminently qualified to judge 
the merits of teetotali m. 

Judge Mar hall was a man rather below 
the middle stature, his countenance tinged 
with a shade of melancholy, bis manners grave 
and demure. His voice was rather feminine 
until he was roused by something that touched 
his sensibilities in the middle of au argument, 
when it rose with the pathos of his theme, 
and sent forth words at once loud, quick, and 
piercing. He had an honest face, a large de
velopment of benevolence, and sufficient firm
ness to render him a powerful antagonist, pro
vided he was convinced that he was on the 
right side. In 1847 he visited the British 
Islands, and lectured in various parts of Eng
land and Scotland under the auspices of the 
temperance leagues. 

After his return home to Nova Scotia he 
published an account of his tour in England 
in a work of 204 pages, entitled An Impartial 
View of Causes and Effects in the Present Social 
Condition of the United Kingdom, in the course 
of which he gave expression to hi opinions 
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in tenns "more truthful than complimentary." 
He was the author of several pamphlets on 
the temperance question, one on N;; Bible 
Sanction for the Use of Intoxicating Liquors, 
being an able and interesting exposition of 
the Bible wine question. He died in April, 
18 0, aged ninety-four years. 

The REv. JAMES CAUGHEY, the popular 
evaugelist, laboured for some length of time 
in Canada, and being thoroughly convinced 
that teetotalism was a powerful auxiliary to 
the gospel, he took every opportunity to preach 
and teach total abstinence from all intoxi
cating liquors. During the year 1841 he ob
tained 605 pledges in Montreal alone. 

The HONOURABLE MALCOLM CAMERON was 
the son of a British soldier who bravely dis
tinguished himself in the Canadian troubles 
of 1812. Malcolm was born in 1808, and 
until about thirteen years of age mixed greatly 
with the army, and was thus exposed to the 
demoralizing influences said to be attached 
to the military in those days. Ou the resto
ration of peace his parent settled at Perth, 
in the Ottawa district, then little better than 
a. wilderness. Here they kept a house of 
entertainment and sold intoxicating liquors, 
but never allowed any improper conduct in 
their house, aud were noted for their kind
ness to travellers. At the age of twelve 
years Malcolm was the keeper of a ferry on 
the Mississippi river, and a few years after
ward , when his father died, he went into 
a store at Laprairie, but was so badly treated 
that he left and made his way back to Perth. 

His widowed mother now kept a boarding
house, aud Malcolm resirled with her during 
the winter and attended the district school. 
He then became clerk in the brewery and 
distillery of the Hon. A. Graham, which posi
tion he held for four years, being carefully 
watched over by bis loving mother, who was 
very anxious to save him from the tempta
tions to which he was exposed. Happily for 
both he maintained a good reputation. He 
was never known to indulge in any libations 
to Bacchus, but was ever anxious to improve 
his time by mental culture. 

In 1836 Mr. Cameron became M.P. for 
his native county Lanark, and from that 
time became one of the most active public 
men in the province. He afterwards became 
commissioner of public works, minister of 
agriculture, president of the executive coun
cil, and postmaster-general. Re was twenty-

six years in the Legislative A sembly, elected 
at ten different elections, and only 011ce was 
he defeated. He sat for Lanark, Kent, 
Lambton, and Huron. Although as a poli
tician and a temperance man be received his 
due share of the obloquy which public men 
have to endure, it is remarkable that his 
bitterest enemies never assailed his moral 
character or his private deeds. 

In 1860 Mr. Cameron was elected a mem
ber of the Legislative Council, and during the 
recess of parliament paid a visit to British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island, from whence 
he went to England, on behalf of the colonist 
of the Pacific coast. It is believed that his 
services there were of great benefit, and that 
to him the people of these distant gold regions 
are under great obligation. 

After being four years in the Legislative 
Council, Mr. Cameron became queen's printer 
along with Mr. George Desbarats, and on the 
death of that gentleman he became sole pro
prietor of that department. 

Few men have laboured in the temperance 
cause with more zeal and energy than Mr. 
Cameron. One writer remarks: "His services 
in this respect can hardly ever be sufficiently 
appreciated." Another says: "He has advo
cated temperance and prohibition at all times 
and places, but more especially in the halls of 
legislation, often amidst the jeers of the pro
fane and the mockery of the inebriate." 

He did much good to members of parlia
ment and to the country by the formation of 
societies solely for the members of both houses 
of the legislature, and in this way saved some 
from the evils of the drink curse. The fol
lowing letter from the Hon. T. D. M'Gee 
speaks for itself:-

"A most important session awaits us; ex
citing debates; midnight sittings; the facilis 
des census of the refreshment-room, and 'a' that.' 
I know how these parliament house habits 
tell on men's best resolutions; at least, on one 
man's, viz. your humble servant. I shall 
gladly subscribe your roll of total abstainers, 
not only for the session, but, with God's all
sufficient aid, without regard to the length of 
time. T . D. M'G." 

Mr. Cameron allied himself with every 
organization that was designed to stay the 
progress of intemperance. Re was one of 
the oldest and best supporters of the " Sons 
of Temperance," and held the highest offices 
in the Order. As a speaker he was clear, 
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forcible, and logical, al ways in earnest, and 
powerful in appeal. 

It was in the House of Assembly, however, 
that he rendered most service to the temper
ance cause. He presented hundreds of peti
tion in connection with temperance efforts, 
and laboured unceasingly to accomplish the 
object of their prayer. In 1859 he sat on a 
committee of the House to consider the pro
priety of a prohibitory law, which ended by 
securing a law for Upper Canada, similar to 
the Forbes Mackenzie Act iu Scotland. 

Although not in parliament at the time, 
Mr. Cameron rendered efficient service in 
l 64 to the efforts made to secure the adoption 
of the Hon. Christopher Dunkin's measure, 
which, with certain modifications, was passed, 
and became known as the "Dunkin Act," or 
the "Temperance Act of 1864." 

Mr. Cameron was president of the Canadian 
Alliance for t he suppression of the liquor 
traffic, which was afterwards blended in the 
Canada Temperance Union, of which he has 
more than once been the honoured president. 

In his speech in the House in 1 60, mov
ing a committee of the whole House to con
sider a resolution in favour of prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating liquors, Mr. Cameron 
paid a very high compliment to MR. J. J. E. 
LIN'l'ON of 'tratford, Canada West (formerly 
of Greenock, Scotland, where, in 1 30, he 
took an active part in the early Temperance 
Society). It appears from Mr. Cameron's 
speech on this occasion, that "Mr. Linton was 
himself one of the trophies of temperance, a 
man of education and talent, who had been 
rather fond of a social glass and a drouthy 
neighbour, but who, in 1849, at Montreal, 
became convinced that the cause of temper
ance was, at the present day, the cause of 
humanity, and from that time Mr. Linton 
threw hi whole talents and time and much 
money into this cause, and has circulated more 
tracts, facts, and papers in this cause than 
any other man in the country." 

It is evident from this that Mr. Linton 
fonnd the old moderation scheme to be delu
sive and dangerous, and total abstinence the 
only wise, safe, and efficient means of promot
ing temperance. Mr. Linton, therefore, be
came one of the most active aJJd earnest 
labourers in Canada, and did immense service 
by promoting petitions, compiling statistics, 
and printing tracts, ·which were widely circu
lated throughout the dominion. 

REv. WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D., was oue of 
the earliest and most zealous of the Canadiau 
ministerial temperance advocates, and ren
dered great service by his valuable labours. 
He was a Scotsman by birth, but when he 
was thirteen years of age his parents emi
grated to Canada, and settled on a farm in 
Darlington. Here, for about four year , 
William did the ordinary work belouging to 
a "bush-farm," and gained that physical 
strength and robustness for which he was 
afterwards characterized. 

While thus employed the gospel pioneer::; 
of Canada-the Methodist preachers-came 
into the locality, and often stayed at his 
father's house. He much enjoyed their con
versation, and profited by the hints and help;; 
they gave him in his studies at home, at such 
times as he could snatch from his duties on 
the farm. He was from childhood a great 
lover of books, and gave his special attention 
to mathematical and classical studies. 

At the age of eighteen he resol rnd to lay 
aside agricultural pursuits, and pre1 are him
self for the ministry. His parents did not 
attempt to hinder him, but on the contrary 
agreed to sell a piece of the farm, an l expend 
the proceeds in giving him a collegiate course, 
but he would not allow this to be one, ina -
much as it would be doing au act of injustice 
to the younger members of the family. H e 
devised plans of his own, and b came the 
teacher of a school in an adjoining tow11, 
maintaining him..:elf entirely on the fees, while 
at the same time preparing to enter college. 

This course he pursued for a few years, ancl 
then went to Victoria College, Cobourg, the 
oldest educational institution in Ontario, 
Canada. Here he made rapid progress as 
a student, becoming also a tutor, and theu 
occupying the chair of moral philo,ophy and 
logic, with classes both in mathen:atics and 
classics. At the close of his fourt year he 
took the degree of B.A. He wa next or
dained to the work of the ministry of the 
United Presbyterian Church, an ' became 
pastor of the churches in Newton ancl 
Newcastle. He also discharged the duties of 
local superintendent of education for the town
ship of Clarke, with general satisfac;ion to all 
concerned, and especially the children, witl1 
w horn he was very popular. 

From an early period he was interested 
in the temperance question, and d:1ring his 
first pastorate became a popular temperance 
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lecturer. Along with the Revs. W. Ryer
son and ,J. Goldsmith he was employed by 
the "Grand Division of the Sons of Temper
ance" to go through the entire province to 
enlighten the public mind on the question, 
and to the united, zealous, and self-denying 
labours of these three able men the cause of 
temperance in Canada is very much indebted. 
They produced a healthy tone of feeling re
garding the movement which was productive 
of great and lasting good. 

For four years Mr. Ormiston filled the 
office of professor in the Normal School of 

pper Canada, situated in the city of Toronto, 
and then became minister of the Central Pres
byterian Church, Hamilton, receiving the 
largest salary which, up to that period, had 
ever been paid to any minister of the Presby
terian church i!l the province. Three years 
after becoming pastor in Hamilton the degree 
of D.D. was conferred upon him as a mark of 
honour. 

In 1863, on account of ill health brought 
on by exce sive work, he spent some time in 
Europe, visiting England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and Switzerland, receiving from more than 
one church very tempting offers to become 
their pa, tor; but he declined them, as also 
offers from Chicago, New York, and San 
Fraucisco. A second tour in 1867 fully re
stored his health, and he resumed his duties 
with renewed energy. 

In the early days of the temperance refor
mation in Canada, valuable ai<l. was rendered 
by some of the young, earnest, and enthusi
astic missionaries sent out by the Christian 
churches of England, men who were fired 
with zeal for the cause of God and suffering 
humanity. They soon saw, and felt, that 
strong drink was the greatest obstacle they 
had to overcome, and once convinced of the 
truth of teetotalism, they not only adopted it 
themselves but became its apostles. 

Few, if any, were more earnest and zealous 
in the cause of temperance than the REv. 
JAMES C. vV ATTS, who for twelve years la
boured in Canada as missionary for the Me
thodist New Connexion. He was a lineal 
descendant of the poetic Dr. Watts, and was 
born at Manchester in 1829. After receiving 
a. suitable education, James decided to follow 
his father's example and become an ambas
sador for Christ. Accordingly, in 1849, at the 
reque t of the missionary committee, he went 
out to Canada. There he was indefatigable in 

his labours, and was thrice elected secretary 
to the Canadian Conference. With charac
teristic ardour be threw himself into the tem
perance cause, and was for three years presi
dent of the Canada Temperance Union. 

Mr. Watts was a diligent student, and 
availed himself of every possible opportunity 
of acquiring knowledge, even pursuing the 
study of Greek and Latin classics when riding 
on horseback. When stationed in Montreal 
he won honours in Hebrew at the M'Gill 
University, under the instruction of Dr. Solo
mon de Sola, Hebrew professor. In 1 61 he 
returned to England, and entered upon cir
cuit work, being stationed as superintendent 
minister at Gateshead, Shields, Burslem, Han
ley, Sheffield, Liverpool, and Southport. He 
bas four times been elected journal secretary 
t0 the Con.feren0e, and twice C'hief ~ecretary. 
For two years he filled with marked ability 
and acceptance the office of president, and it 
is a fact of singular interest that this is the 
only time in the history of the denomination 
that the office of president has been filled by 
both father and son. He was elected tc this 
office in June, 1879, by a unanimous vote, 
when the Conference met that year in Hud
dersfield. At the close of bis year of office 
Mr. Watts rec iv d the honorary degree of 
D.D., unanimously accorded by the faculty of 
Western Maryland College, U .S., in recogni
tion of bis character and attainments. 

Dr. Watts is an able, eloquent, and fervent 
preacher, and a most interesting lecturer. In 
18 7 he was, by unanimous vote of the Con
ference held at Stockport, appointed to the 
office of editor of the Magazines of the Me
thodist New Connexion. He is also chairman 
of the London district. 

In the early part of the year 1 48 the Ca
tholic clergy of Montreal took earnest hold of 
the work of temperance reform. At a meeting 
held at the bishop's residence May 23Ll, 184 , 
the Right Rev. Bi bop Bourget presiding, the 
following resolutions were passed· -

" l. That, as an example, we 'vill not make 
use at table of any intoxicating liquors. 

"2. That strong beer is reputed strong drink, 
and therefore interdicted by the rules of the 
society. 

"3. That certain evil-intentioned persons 
taking a malicious pleasure in mixing spiritu
ous liquors in small beer and other intoxi
cating beverages, with the intention of getting 
those drunk who belong to the society, we 
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exhort tho e who are members not to use any 
such drinks when they have just reason to 
fear such deception. 

"4. That the bishop write, in the name of 
the meeting, to all the proprietors and com
manders of steamboats, requesting them not 
to have any bars on board. 

"5. That on the first Sabbath of the month 
a meeting shall be held in each parish, for the 
purpose of encouraging and extending our 
association more and more. 

" 6. That correspondence be established be
tween town and country societies for the es
tablishment of local societies, and thus pro
moting the general good of the cause. 

"7. That every effort will be made to induce 
traders not to deal in any strong and intoxi
cating liquors, but only in good merchandise 
and articles of food, necessary and useful for 
the people. 

"8. That some respectable citizens will be 
induced to establish good boarding-houses in 
the city and country, so that our honest people 
may be able to avoid the occasion, ever dan
gerous to them, of lodging in a canteen. 

"9. That those boarding-houses which are 
well kept shall be designated to the several 
members of the society: as being both safe and 
conveni nt, and the same shall be adopted 
with r egard to steamboats in which no bar 
shall be kept." 

Copie of these re olutions were addressed 
by the head of the Catholic Church in Mon
treal, to all the clergy in his dioce e (New 
York Organ). 

During the early part of this year a temper
ance hall was opened in Montreal, in which 
very important weekly meetings were held. 
The Montreal Temperance Society issued a 
powerful and stirring address to dealers, mo
derate drinkers, the philanthropists, patriots, 
and Christians, which was calculated to pro
mote a deeper interest in the movement. As 
an evidence of the success of the movement 
in Canada, at this period, we are told that in 
the parish of St. Mathias, with an adult popu
lation of about 1200, all but four persons had 
signed the pledge. This parish was said to 
have spent annually in strong drinks, up to 
that time, about 6000 dollars ( 11! ancliester 
E xaminer, September, 1848). 

On the lst of November, 1848, the REv. 
F ATHER CHARLES CHINIQUY commenced a 
pecial tern perance mission in the parish of 

St. Pie, Lower Canada, now known as the 

province of Quebec. These religious temper
ance services, denominated a " r etraite," re
sulted in the enrolment of 2500 persons-or 
nearly the whole of the population-under 
the banner of temperance. Such was the 
excitement created that many of the tavern
keepers burned their signs and their licenses, 
one of them going so far as to hoist a white 
flag on the top of a May-pole standing before 
his house, to denote that in future his dwell
ing should be the abode of peace and happi
ness both for himself and for his visitors. 
Father Chiniquy met with similar success at 
Granby and other places, and during the first 
four days of April, 1849, he administered the 
pledge to 18,000 persons in Montreal. The 
most gratifying feature of his work was the 
hearty co-operation and sympathy this earnest 
Catholic clergyman received from ministers 
and members of other churches. In June, 
1849, Father Chiniquy visited St. Benoit, St. 
Hermeas, St. Augustine, St. Jerome, Aber
crombie, Scholastique, and St. Andre, and in 
fourteen days added 11,963 persons to the 
temperance ranks, and earned for himself the 
title of the "Father M athew of Canada." The 
result of the united labours of the temperance 
advocates in the various parts of Canada were 
seen iu 1849 in the great reduction of licenses. 
In the preceding year the number of licenses 
granted was a total of 925, aud in 1 49 only 
466, or a decrease of 459, almost one- half 
(Scottish T emperance R eview, 1849-50). 

In 1850 the Canadian Parliament voted tbe 
sum of £500 to Father Chiniquy for his inde
fatigable and successful labours in the tem
perance cause. 

At a later period his secession to Protes
tantism weakened his influence as a temper
ance reformer, but he continued fai thful to 
temperance principles. In all about 200,000 
persons signed the pledge under this devoted 
worker. 

In 1848 the Order of Sons of Temperance 
had become a power in the province of Nova 
Scotia, where it was introduced in 1 47, and 
made very rapid strides. The Grand Division 
was constituted in April, 1848, and in 1862 
the Rev. Dr. Cramp bore this testimony :-

" The influence of the order on the temper
ance enterprise has been powerful and emi
nently salutary. By combining the energies 
of the most intelligent and active friends of 
the cause, and bringing them freque tly to
gether in different parts of the prov·nce for 
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mutual consultation, it has elicited talent, 
originated various modes of operation, and 
guided and enrolled the whole movement so 
a to produce the most important results" 
(International Temperance Convention Report, 
1 62, pp. 440-1 ). 

The Sons of Temperance in Nova Scotia 
ably advocated prohibition, and in 1851 pro
moted petitions to the Legislature, which were 
numerously signed, praying that the Legis
lature "would interfere, so far as may be 
possible and compatible with its ideas of legi
timacy, to stop the manufacture, traffic, and 
u e of intoxicating liquors." And further, 
"That persons engaging in the liquor traffic 
should be held responsible, civilly and crimi
nally, for the consequences that shall ensue, 
and that the property of confirmed drunkards 
shall be dealt with by 18,w in the same manner 
as that of persons whose imbecility is the re
sult of Divine dispensation, and be protected 
for the benefit of creditors and relatives." 

This work was renewed year by year until, 
in 185-±, the House of Assembly agreed to 
hear the cause advocated at their bar. Ac
conlingly, the Rev. Dr. Cramp, then G.W.P. 
of the Grand Division of Sons of Temperance 
of Nova. Scotia, delivered an address on the 
subject before the house, in the course of 
which he stated that "out of a population of 
not more than 300,000, petitions in favour of 
a prohibitory law had been signed by 30,000 
persons, or one-tenth of the whole, and that 
public opinion had never been so loudly or so 
generally expressed." 

The Order of Sons of Tern perance had also 
been successful in the province of New Bruns
wick, and had so cultivated the ground that 
it was thought the Legislature might be tested 
upon the question of prohibition. The passage 
of the Maine Law (U.S.A.) in 1851 had given 
them encouragement, and as the Hon. S. L. 
Tilley-now Sir S. L. Tilley-a P.M.W.P. of 
the Sons of Temperance, was also lieutenant 
of the province and leader of the government 
of the day, it was thought that there were 
reasonable hopes of success. A convention of 
the friends of temperance was called, and Mr. 
Tilley received the most undoubted assurance 
of political support. It was said "the country 
required prohibition, and he was perfectly safe 
in the hands of the people." Accordingly, 
Mr. Tilley submitted his bill to the Legis
lature, and in a speech replete with facts 
and a.rguments he urged the necessity of legal 

interference with the liquor traffic. To this 
appeal the house yielded, and the bill passed 
with a small majority, but the governor re
fused to give it his assent. Mr. Tilley there
upon resigned his office and appealed to the 
country, but found, to his deep regret, that the 
people on whose support he had so confidently 
relied failed him in the hour of trial, and he 
was defeated (Alliance News, February 3d, 
1877). 

In 1855 the Hon. Malcolm Cameron sub
mitted a resolution to the old Parliament of 
Canada, consisting of representatives from the 
two provinces of Ontario and Quebec, but it 
miscarried by one vote. This resolution would 
have given them a prohibitory bill, and was 
only lost by the casting-vote of the speaker. 
In Nova Scotia a prohibitory bill was passed 
by the House of Assembly in 1855, but was 
lost in the Legislative Council. In 1 58 an
other attempt was defeated, and in 1859 a 
bill carefully prepared by a committee of the 
Grand Division of Sons of Temperance, and 
founded on the celebrated Maine Law in its 
best form, was carried in the Assemby, but 
lost in the Legislative Council. Ministerial 
and medical declarations numerously signed 
were got up, and the temperance senti
ment in this and all the other Canadian pro
vinces became very strong. Valuable services 
were rendered by Mr. J. J. E. Linton of 
Stratford, Canada West (formerly of Greenock, 
Scotland); R. G. Halls of Halifax; R. D. 
Wadsworth, lecturer for the Canadian Tem
perance Society; the Hon. Malcolm Cameron; 
the Hon. W. Scott, and others. 

During this period the Order of Sons of 
Temperance was making rapid strides in the 
United States, extending its operations far 
and wide. In 1854 its constitution was so 
altered as to allow "females sixteen years of 
age and upwards" to be admitted to the 
divisions, and :finally (in 1866) to full mem
bership on the same terms as males, a policy 
which became almost universal in the States. 
Women had every right or privilege accorded 
to any member, and were eligible to every 
office in the gift of any branch of the order; 
and it is said that there are females in mem
bership in every branch of the order and in 
nearly every grand division. 

In the meantime an agitation was set on 
foot for the purpose of making the Sons of 
Temperance into a sort of temperance free
masonry by the addition of degrees and signs, 
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so that the members could recognize one an
other wherever they should chance to meet, 
but as the National Division declined to agree 
to this, some of the advocates of this measure 
det~rmined to organize a secondary order. 
Acc.:ordingly a meeting was held on the 2d 
of June, 1845, and a division formed entitled 
the "Marshall Temperance Fraternity," but 
soon afterwards the name was changed to 
" Iarshall Temple No. 1 Sons of H onour." 
To join this order the applicant must be a 
Son of Temperance. The order was fully or
ganized under the name of" farsball Temple 
No. 1 Sons of Temperance," and John Murphy 
was installed W. C. Teruplar. On the 9th 
January, 1846, New York Temple No. 2 was 
instituted, and before the end of February 
there were twelve temples, when the Grand 
Temple of New York was instituted, viz. 
February 2lst, 1 45, and the National Temple 
of Honour instituted at New York, November 
5th, 1846. The founders of the order were 
very anxious to have it recognized as a branch 
of the Sons of Temperance, but they failed to 
ecure the consent of the National Division 

of the Sons, and therefore it became a separate 
and distinct organization. 

Its principles were laid down as follows:
' 1. To abstain from making, buying, sell

ing, using as a beverage, or in any way, as 
principals or agents, being engaged in the 
traffic of spirituous or malt liquors, wine, or 
cider. 

"2. To adopt a system of dues, which shall 
constitute all and every legal tax that can be 
imposed for the current operations of the 
order. 

"3. To work under three degrees, with a 
descending scale of charge for said degrees. 
For example: The first degree, that of Love, 
shall be three dollars; the second, that of 
Purity, shall be two dollars; the third, that 
of Fidelity, shall be one dollar; payment for 
which shall be made by every recipient with
out exception. A sign of recognition has 
been adopted, and will be immediately com
nmnicated. 

"4. The dues not to be less than twenty
five cents per annum. 

"5. The fee for initiation shall not be less 
than three dollars. 

" 6. 'l'o regulate all forms of general pro
ceedings, initiating, and all other ceremonies 
as set forth in the Ritual, and adopt Regalia, 
together with such enactments as may be 

found necessary for the general protection 
and advancement of the great interests of the 
order. 

"7. In all our proceedings, begun and 
ended, the great principles of love, p urity, 
and .fidelity shall be our motto, guard, and 
guide." 

The order was introduced into anada, 
England, &c., and for a time published an 
organ entitled Tlie T emplm·s' Jlf agazine, which, 
after twelve years' existence, had to be sus
pended and finally abandoned. The Temple 
of Honour was neither a religious nor political 
organization, but one on Christian principles 
working against the liquor traffic, and in favour 
of earnest, true temperance principles, com
bining moral suasion with legal prohibition. 

During the autumn of 1849 two gentlemen 
from Canada spent a little time in Liverpool, 
and, by their speeches and the literature they 
circulated, created an interest in favour of 
the Order of Sons of Temperance, then doing 
a grand work in the Canadian provinces. At 
a tea-meeting held in the Temperance Hall, 
Bond Street, October 11 th, 1849, a testimo
nial was presented to Captain G. King of 
Pugwash, Nova Scotia, for his invaluabl e 
services to the cause of temperance during 
his short stay in England. Mr. James 
Fisher, ship-builder, of St.John's, New Bruns
wick, presided, and both spoke of the Sons of 
Temperance. Messrs. Thoma Simpson, John 
Bennett Anderson, and Joseph Thomas con
vened a special meeting in the above hall, 
when Messrs. John B. Anderson (alias John 
Anderson Bennett) and Joseph Thomas were 
deputed to wait upon Mr. Fisher, and ask 
him for full particulars of the principles and 
modes of working of the Order of Sons of 
Temperance. 

At another meeting to hear their report, 
when twenty-five persons were present, it 
was decided that application should be made 
for charters for two divisions, to be named 
"The Queen's," No. 1, and "The Mariner's" 
Division, No. 2, of Liverpool. On Monday, 
Decemb~r 17th, 1849, a deputation consisting 
of the Rev. J. E. Bill and the Rev. J. Francis 
of Nova Scotia, as representatives of the Na
tional Division of the Sons of Temperance, 
America, &c., met the applicants in the Tem
perance Hall, Bond Street, Liverpool, and, 
assisted by a number of American and Cana
dian brethren then in Liverpool, formed 
themselves into a Grand Division, the chief 
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offices being filled by the following brethren:
Rev. J. E. Bill, Grand Worthy Patriarch; 
Rev. J. Francis, Grand Recording Scribe and 
Chaplain ; Thomas Vaughan, Past Grand 
Worthy Patriarch; Richard Wright, Grand 
Worthy Associate; N. Mashan, Grand Con
ductor; Captain Armstrong, Grand Assistant 
Conductor; and E. Lockhart, of Nova Scotia, 
Assistant Recording Scribe. After the Grand 
Di vision J;iad been opened in due form, twenty
four members of the Liverpool Total Absti
nence Societies were initiated into the order, 
and empowered to act as a division of the 
Sons of Temperance, under the designation of 
the "Queen's" Division, No. 1, of Liverpool; 
Thomas Simpson was elected Worthy Patri
arch; Michael Sullivan, Worthy Associate; 
and John W. Heighway, Recording Scribe; 
John Bennett Anderson being made the 
active, responsible representative of the order 
in England (Liverpool Mercury, December, 
1849). 

For want of time, and in consequence of the 
ueputation having other engagements else
where, the institution of "Mariner's" Divi
sion was deferred until December 26th, 1849, 
when a meeting was held at the Temperance 
Hotel, Great Charlotte Street, when it was 
duly instituted, the Rev. Thomas Jones being 
elected Worthy Patriarch; Captain W. Hodge, 
\\T orthy Associate; and Joseph Thomas, Re
cording Scribe. 

Early in 1850 the following divisions were 
instituted:-" St. Michael's," No. 3, Liverpool; 
" Clarence," No. 4, Liverpool; "Rock," No. 5, 
Seacombe; "Clacknacuddin," No. 6, Inver
nes , Scotland; "Peaceful Conqueror," No. 7, 
:Manchester; "Harmonic," No. 8, Liverpool; 
"Philharmonic," No 9, Liverpool; "Ark of 
Safety," No. 10, Liverpool; "City of Refuge," 
No. 11, Manchester; and "-working Sons," 
No. 12, Liverpool. 

Much of the success of the order is due to 
the united labours of Messrs. John Bennett 
Ander on, Joseph Thomas, and others, who 
worked bard for the spread of its principles. 
For some reason or other Mr. J osepb Thomas 
has been represented as the founder of the 
order in England. The files of the Liverpool 
lJferoury and Albion speak more emphatically 
in favour of Mr. Anderson; and the late Hugh 
Sheddon, a well-known business man in 
'Vapping, Liverpool, one of the charter mem
bers of Queen's Division, No. 1, spoke very 
str ngly on this point. He told us that up to 
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the time of his initiation into the order, be 
was an ardent lover of a certain brewer's ale 
which was then very popular. On the earnest 
and persistent solicitation of Mr. Anderson, 
Sheddon appended his name to the form of 
application, and was carefully watched and 
looked after, as were others, by Mr. Ander
son. 

Mr. Sheddon was then entering upon his 
forty-fifth year, and from December l 7th, 
1849, to his death in the summer of 1890, he 
was an earnest and consistent teetotaller. As 
treasurer of the "Queen's" Division, he was 
brought into contact with the active spirits 
of the temperance movement in Liverpool, 
and in his own quaint and humorous, though 
somewhat candid and forcible manner, he 
gave snatches of temperance history, and 
descriptions of character of almost all the 
men who have during the last half-century 
figured upon the temperance platforms of 
Liverpool. Of his friend and leader, Mr. 
John Bennett Anderson, he spoke in terms of 
affectionate regard, and affirmed that he was 
one of the most earnest, active, and laborious 
temperance workers he ever knew. 

JORN BENNETT ANDERSON, better known in 
J_;iverpool as John Anderson Bennett, was a 
Scotsman by birth, but wa.s for some years 
a resident in Liverpool. He was employed in 
connection with an outfitting business, and 
worked chiefly amongst the sailors. In his 
youth he bad been very wild and intemperate, 
and in one of his drunken sprees bad enlisted 
into the army, giving bis name as John An
derson Bennett. He was subsequently bought 
off, and settled down in Liverpool, retaining 
his military name. He became an active, ear
nest, temperance reformer, and was for years 
the guiding spirit and agent of the Liverpool 
Temperance League. 

In 1853 he removed to the north, staying 
about three years in Glasgow, and labouring 
with zeal and energy in the temperance move
ment in the city and suburbs. He next re
moved to Gateshead-on-Tyne, where be and 
his son, John Bennett Anderson, junr., became 
well known as evangelistic preachers and 
temperance reformers. We may here remark 
that on leaving Liverpool he resumed his ori
ginal name, and up to bis death was known 
as John Bennett Anderson, senr. In July, 
1865, while on a lecturing tour in Ireland, he 
met with an accident on the railway necessi
tating the amputation of one leg below the 

33 
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knee. He rallied for a time, but died April 
15th, 1867, at the age of sixty-seven years. 

In April, 1850, the Grand Division of Eng
land was instituted, Thomas Simpson being 
elected Grand Worthy Patriarch, Joseph 
Thomas Grand Worthy Associate, James 
Ord Grand Scribe, and Thomas Jones Past 
Grand Worthy Patriarch. 

At the weekly meeting of the Sons of Tem
perance Central Association, held in Circus 
Street, Liverpool, January 26th, 1851, John 
Bennett Anderson announced that there were 
ten divisions organized in Liverpool, two 
Unions of the Daughters of Temperance, and 
five sections of the Juvenile Order of Cadets 
of Temperance, while upwards of 1500 new 
members had been added to the temperance 
societies in connection with the order. 

At the annual session of the Grand Division, 
held in October, 1852, it was reported that 
there were forty subordinate divisions in good 
workiug order. 

In April, 1855, the National Division of 
Great Britain and Ireland was instituted at 
Manchester, James Vickers being elected 
Most Worthy Patriarch, and Joseph Thomas 
of Liverpool Most Worthy Associate. 

After holding office for a short period Mr. 
Vickers retired, and Joseph Thomas was ca.lled 
upon to take the chief's chair- a po ition he 
has several times satisfactorily occupied. 

During the early history of the order in 
Liverpool its members were very active, and 
held open meetings for the promulgation of 
temperance principles in various parts of the 
town and district, by means of which many 
were induced to become total abstainers; yet 
all were not true to their pledge, some of the 
chief officers becoming backsliders. 

THOMAS SIMPSON, the first Worthy Patriarch 
and first Grand Worthy Patriarch-in fact, the 
first charter member of the order-was a man 
of many parts, a skilful musician and speaker. 
His mother, the late Mrs. Simpson, was an 
able and laborious temperance worker, and 
did her best to train her children in the prin
ciples she loved and advocated. William (of 
the landing-stage) was true to that training, 
but much to the grief of his family and friends 
Thomas abandoned his temperance principles 
and became landlord of a public-house; which 
it is said he strove to conduct in a respectable 
manner; but by this act his services were lost 
to the temperance cause. 

J OSEPR THOMAS was brought up in Bristol, 

where, in 1832, when he was about tlb.irteen 
years of age, he signed the pledge of the British 
and Foreign Temperance (i.e. moderation) 
Society. In 1 34 he entered the employment 
of an engineering firm in Liverpool, and became 
a member of David Jones' Total Abstinence 
Society-the first in Liverpool. In 1 46 Mr. 
Thomas married and ettled down to what 
has proved to be his life's calling-the busi
ness of a printer and stationer. 

As previously stated Mr. Thoma made 
himself actively useful in the promotion of 
youths' temperance societie , and throughout 
the whole of hi subsequent career he has 
been true to the cau e of his adoption. 
After attaining the office of Most Worthy 
Patriarch, he was, for many years, the main
stay and leader of tbe order in this country. 
He attended the annual session of the National 
Division of North America in 1 60 as the rep
resentative of the order in Great Britain, and 
was the guest of the Hon. Neal Dow. 

In 1873 the annual ses ion of the National 
Division of Great Britain and Ireland was 
marked by the presentation to Brother Thomas 
of a costly gift subscribed for throughout the 
order. For a number of years be was a member 
of the select vestry of Liverpool, heading the 
poll in 1873, after a contest of thirte n day , 
by a majority of 6954 votes. fr. Thomas al o 
took an active part in the Good Templar move
ment, and when the order was at its height in this 
country he held the office of Grand Guard. He 
wa afterwards chairman of the Grand Lodge 
political committee, and was also a member of 
the music and finance committees. Mr. Thomas 
was an ardent lover of music, especially vocal 
music, and when in his prime he was a thor
oughly efficient and successful conductor of 
large juvenile choirs, for several years con
ducting the annual Band of Hope concerts in 
the Philharmonic Hall and St. George's Hall, 
held under the au pices of the Liverpool Tem
perance and Band of Hope Union, with great 
success. Mr. Thomas erected a magnificent 
pile of buildings-known as the Albert Hall, 
Cazneau Street, Liverpool-in the north end 
of the town, amidst the thickest of the work
ing-class population, which he specially devoted 
to religious and temperance purposes. In the 
autumn of 1 88 the property passed into the 
hands of Mr. 'William Tharme, Railway Ser
vants' evangelist and agent, who continues the 
work on almost the same lines. 

Here are lodge-rooms, club-room, lecture-
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room, and a large hall capable of accommodat
ing nearly 1000 persons, which for years has 
been :filled to overflowing on Sunday after
noons, when services are held, and the assem
blage is addressed by ministers of various 
Christian denominatious, including clergymen 
of the Church of England and ministers of 
almost every branch of Nonconformity. 

To :Mr. Joseph Thomas is due the honour of 
being the instrument in God's hands of making 
a total abstainer of Father James Nugent, the 
devoted Catholic chaplain of Liverpool, whose 
temperance and other labours amongst the 
Irish population have become known the world 
over. Thus directly and indirectly Mr. Thomas 
has been the means of briuging large numbers 
of people from the utmost depths of human 
degradation and misery to the posse sion of 
comfort, veace, and happiness, and at the same 
t ime by thrift, economy, and persevering effort 
to build up a prosperous anLl successful busi
nes . . 

At the National Division session of 1850, 
held in Bo ··ton, Ma sachusetts, the progress of 
the Order of Soils of Temperance was reported 
to have reached such a magnitude as to ern 
brnce a meru bership of 300,000 persons. Pecu
liar importance is attached to this session, as 
it wa repo1'te<l that, for the fir t time, it was 
deciJed to exclude per ons from membership 
in a temperance organization solely on account 
of their colour. By a vote of 97 to 6, the 
aetion of the Gra.ud Divis ion of Ohio iu 1849, 
refn sing the adrui sion of coloured persons 
iuto t he Subordinate Divi. ions, or Grand 
Divisions, of the Order of Sons of Temper
ance, was sustained in the meeting of the 

ational Division at Boston, on the grounds 
that the admission of such persons was "con
trary to the highest interests of the Order, and 
at war with its harmony and prosperity." The 
only six dis enters were from New England 
aud the province of Cauada West. Every 
other delegate present voted in the affirma
t ive. Upon the announcement of the vote 
Mr. William A. White, of Boston, editor of 
the New Englander, rose and said, "As the 
professed object of the Order of Sous of Tem
p ranee is to promote the cause of all man
kind, and as, by the adoption of the report 
ju t before us, au attempt is made to ex
clude a large portion of said mankind from 
it bles ings, and as all opportunity for a free 
di ~cussion of the matter has been virtually 
denied me, I do not deem that I would be 

doing justice to my own sentimeuts or serving 
my constituents by a longer continuation in 
the deliberations of the body; and I there
fore respectfully resign my seat in the Na.
tional Di vi ion; " and he then withdrew. 

On the following day, William R. Stacey, 
Daniel Baxter, and C. W. Slack, of Massachu
setts, E. P. Hill of New Hampshire, J. Nye 
of Maine, and Edward Stacey of Canada, en
tered a protest against the decision, "as by tl1e 
2d Section of Article 5th of the Constitution 
of Subordinates, the only disqualification for 
membership illto this order is by reason of 
immorality of character, or incapacity of earn
ing a livelihood, or want of tlie means oj sup -
port; and as there are already in membership 
with this order coloured brethren of high 
moral character and general excellence, upon 
whom is placed by the adoption of the fore
going report an undeserved stigma." 

At a session of the Grand Division of New 
York, held March 25th, 1844, an application 
for a charter for a new division was presented 
by a number of coloured per ons, an<l was 
refused, but the question was not raised in the 
National Division until this appeal from the 
action of the Grand Division of Ohio in 1850. 
The constitution was not altered by this de
cision, and in 1854 there was a grand divisiou 
of the Cherokee nation duly organized and 
recognized, and subsequently the matter was 
fully settled by the National Di vision re
fusing to recognize any distinction in race, 
colour, or nationality. 

In the early days of the temperance enter
prise (1820 to 1840) the missionaries at
tempted to stay the ravages of the drink curse 
amongst the Indians in America and Canada 
by the formation of temperance societies on 
the moderation principle, or abstinence from 
ardent spirits, but as amongst the whites so 
also amongst the natives the "old plan " was 
found to be a failure, so the leaders deter
miued to try the teetotal principle. Owing, 
however, to the unsettled state of the people 
very little was done until the Cherokees were 
settled upon the lands lying on the Arkansas, 
N eosho, or Grand and Verdigris Rivers, whither 
they were driven by the United States govern
ment. 

Previously they had occupied the land lying 
east of the Mississippi, which had for genera
tions been their home, which contained the 
graves of their forefathers, and ·where the 
1ight of the "glorious go pel" first dawned 
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upon their mmds through the preaching of 
the missionarie:::i. Here they learned the arts 
of civilization, built large mills, and cnlti vated 
large farms, &c., all of which they were obliged 
to leave and become settlers in what was to 
them a new country. 

The Cherokee Temperance Society was 
formed in 1836, before the removal of the 
main body of the people. In 1 44 the report 
showed that up to that time 2400 had signed 
the following pledge:-""We hereby solemnly 
pledge ourselves, that we will never use, nor 
buy, nor sell, nor give, nor receive, as a drink, 
any whi,ky, brandy, rum,gin, wine, fermented 
cider, strong beer, or any kind of intoxicating 
liquor." 

During the year 1 43 about 700 had joined 
the society and signed the above-named pledge. 
The officers of the society at that time were 
Rev. Jesse Bushyhead (a Cherokee Baptist 
minister), president, who died suddenly in 
1844. There were nine vice-presidents in 
different parts of the nation, all Cherokees, 
with the exception of Rev. T. Bertholf, a 
Methodist minister, who was, however, a citi
zen of the nation, having married a Cherokee; 
the Rev. Stephen Foreman (a Cherokee Con
gregational minister) was secretary. 

The Cnnallian teetotallers very oon saw the 
advisability of training the young people in 
the way of abstinence, and before they had 
heard anything of the band of hope move
ment they organized the children into societies 
denominated "The Cold Water Army." 

On the llth of August, 1847, a grand festival 
or anniversary of the Cold Water Army wa 
held at Montreal, when an address was pre
sented to his excellency the Governor-general 
(the Right Hon. James, Earl of Elgin and 
Kincardine), congratulating him on his arrival 
in the country as the representative of her 
Majesty the Queen, and setting forth the aim 
and object of this army of juvenile abstainers. 
His excellency delivered an interesting ad
dress in reply, and was followed by the Rev. 
Mr. Buchanan of the Free Church, Bothwell, 
, cotland, who spoke at some length. 

At the Convention of the Women's Chris
tian Temperance Union, recently held in On
tario, it was stated that ninety-three per cent 
of the young who joined the Bands of Hope re
mained faithful. If this be correct the Bands 
of Hope are well worked, good seed is sown, 
and the promise of a golden temperance har
Yest in the near future is in store for Canada ! 

In February, 1 47, the Independent Order 
of Good Samaritans was founded in the city 
of New York, the prime movers being Isaac 
L. Covert, M .D., C. B. Hulsart, R. D. Hart, 
and Wm. F . Hiatt. It wa at first confined 
to males, but in 1 4 extended to women the 
same privileges as to men. 

After due discus ion the door was opened 
for the admission of coloured people as mem
bers in September, 1 47, and wa the first 
fraternal society to recognize humanity in 
man, no matter what his colour. Its prin
ciples were reformatory and beneficial, and 
its growth very slow; but its founders and 
active workers were men of zeal, energy, and 
perseverauce, who throughout maintained their 
principles, despite all opposition and trial. 

The initiatory ceremony is rno t impres ive, 
being the parable of the good Samarita,n dra
matized and made as effective as machinery 
and lectures can make it. It is snid to be the 
only ceremony embracing an actual illu. tra
tion of the ad vantages of associated effort to 
reclaim the drunkard. The candidate for 
membership is brought face to face with the 
reform work. In addition to the initiatory 
work, the order has higher branches and a 
number of degrees, three in the subordinate 
branch, and three in the two higher, the 
higher degrees being known as the Encamp
ment, and those receiving them having to 
pass through the entire subordinate branch 
previous to receiving them. The subordinate 
password, if legally possessed, entitles the 
holder of it to admi ion to any lodge of the 
order regardless of colour. No person can be 
excluded from the sessions of a lodge who is 
legally in possession of the password. "Our 
order knows no distinction among mankind 
but goodness" is the corner-stone upon which 
the order rests. 

It has its juvenile branch with ritual and 
private work, and in 1875 its membership was 
ll,061, including the Daughters of Samaria. 

Grand bodies existed in Mas achusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Nev• York (two), 
New Jersey (two), Tennessee (two), Columbia, 
Mary land, Virginia, Kansas, and in .Africa, 
with lodges in various other states and coun
tries under the jurisdiction of the R. W. N. G. 
Lodge. This National Grand Lodge is uni
versal, and although some of the subordinate 
lodges are specially for whites, or coloured 
persons, here the colours mingle without any 
qualifying restraint. 
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SIGNS OF PROGRESS. 

1846-1850. 

Fifth Annual Meeting National Temperance Society-Sixth Annual Meeting ational Temperance Society
Reorganization of Central Temperance Association- Jew Officers, &c.-Northumberland and Durham 
Temperance League-1\Ianx Temperance A sociation-Anti-Beershop Association-Prize Essays-Select 
Committee-George Cruikshank, Artist-How he became an Abstainer-Final Stages of the British 
an l Foreign Temperance (i. e. Moderation) Society- Can es of Failure-Rev. Owen Clarke as a Teeto
taller-London Temperance League-Kitchell's Essay on Prohibition-Phineas Taylor Barnum-Confer
ence of Temperance ecretarie - ational Temperance Society Annual '.Ieeting, 1 49-Father Mathew 
again in Liverpool-Visit to America-Special igns of Progress-Hospital Consumption of Drink
Payment of Wages in Public-huu cs-Testimony of ·welsh Ironworkers-vVorking Men Teetotal Advo
cate - -An Infidel Reclaimed by 'l'eetotalism-Reformation of Brickmakers, &c. Bugh Stowell Brown 
a· a, Temper.mce RefotmE:r-FiHeeHth Conference Briti ·h Temperance League-w-. Crawford-West of 
England League Agents-Popular Temperance Demon trations-Rev. S. Dunn's Experience-Samuel 
l\Iorley-1 icbard Noah Bailey- Joseph Bonomi-Francis Mollison-vValter Ludbrook-Thomas B. 
Yule-Thoma Pennyfather-H. S. Damry-W. I. Palmer of Reading. 

On Thursday evening, May 20th, 1 47, the 
fifth amrnal meetiug of the National Tem
perance ociety was held in Exeter Hall, 
Loudon, when l\Ir. Joseph Sturge occupied 
the chair, aud was supported on the platform 
by Dr. Oxley, 1r .. J. S. Buckingham, '.LP., 
G. W. Alexander, W. Ca h, G. W. An tie, 
J. D. Basnett, ·w. Cabbell, H. Clapp of Mas-
achu etts, fr. \Vood, U .•. America, and 

other distinguished advocate of the can e. 
Addre. es were delivered by B. Rotch, Rev. 
Michael 'a tleden, Rev. J abez Burn , D.D., 
J. , . Buckingham, Henry Clapp, Rev. J. 
Burder, J. Rutter, and others. 

The secretary, }.fr. Thomas B ggs, read a 
very encouraging and interesting report, and 
G. \V Alexander, treasurer, submitted a 
fina11cial statement showing a balance in hand 
of £31-±, lls. 3d., and also upwards of £29 in 
the hands of the secretary. Ilesolutions rela
tive to juvenile ignora11ce and depravity
mainly the result of drink-the sinful waste 
of the food of the people in the grain used for 
brewing and distilling intoxicating liquors, 
an<l a memorial to her majesty the Queen on 
these subjects, were carried unanimously. 

The sixth annual meeting of the National 
Tern perance Society was held in Exeter Hall, 
Loudon, on Thursday, May 25th, 184 , when 
Mr. William Cash pre ided. A lengthened 
and iuteresting report of the proceedings for 
the pa t year was submitted by Mr. Thomas 

Hudson, secretary pro tem., Mr. Beggs hav
ing re igned some time previous to the an
nual meeting. 

Addresses were delivered by the Rev. John 
Kennedy, A.M., of Stepney, Rev. Dr. J abez 
Burns of London, Rev. Benjamin Parsons of 
Ebley, l\Ie srs. Buckingham, Sturge, Bowly, 
Jack on, :Fry, and others. The income for 
the year was stated to be £1 03, l 7s. 2d., and 
the di ·bursements a few pounds less. 

On the 1 th of September, 1 48, another 
new organization was formed under the name 
of the London Temperance League, its first 
meeting being held in the Hall of Commerce, 
Tbreadneedle Street, London. Dr. Gourlay 
presided, an<l the meetiug was addressed by 
the Rev. Robert Gray Mason, Messrs. J obn 
Andrew of Leeds, Henry Clapp, junr., J. 
1'Currey, and the Rev. W. W. Robinson. 

Mr. J. Buckle was appointed secretary. The 
object of the league was fatted to be, "to pro
mote the cause of teetotalism in the metro
polis by means of lectures, public meetings, 
&c." Thel'e was not room for a nu111ber of 
such organizations, and the league, therefore, 
made little headway, but after a short exis
tence was merged in the National Temperance 
League. 

In the year 18-±8 the government deter
mined to discontinue the postal privileges of 
the I sle of Man, where the Tenperance Advo
cate and also the Gazette (the organ of the Cen-
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tral Temperance Association) were published. 
The latter was therefore relinquished, and the 
association was represented by a weekly news
paper entitled The Cause of the People, edited 
by Mr. Richard Wakelin, who had for some 
time acted as secretary to Mr. G. S. Kenrick. 
At the death of Mr. Kenrick, president of the 
Central Association, and in the absence of a 
committee, the management of affairs devolved 
upon Mr. Wakelin, who issued an appeal to 
the friends of temperance for support in the 
critical position of the association, and his 
appeal was liberally responded to. 

A conference of delegates was summoned to 
meet at Coventry in the Easter week of 1849, 
to appoint officers upon whom should devolve 
the responsibility of management. The fol
lowing were the officers elected: - President. 
Samuel Bowly, Gloucester; vice-presidents, 
Joseph Cash, Joseph Easton, Rev. L. Pant
ing, M.A., Rev. John Babington, M.A., Rev. 
F. Howarth, Rev. H. Solly, John Shepherd, 
Joseph turge, Edward Thomas, Charles Dar
by, Edmund Robinson, Charles Wilson, John 
Guest, and John Vipond; treasurer, E. S. 
Ellis of Leicester; committee, Messrs. Thomas 
Corah, Thomas Burgess, Alfred Ellis, Dawson 
Burns, Rev. T. Hacking, Sidney Hanson, 
M.D., and George Stevenson; secretary (after 
October, 1849), Cornelius Newcom be; agents, 
Messrs. Richard Horne, James Allan, and R. 
Martin; head-quarters, Leicester. 

On the lst July, 1849, the committee issued 
the first number of the Central Tem.perance 
Gazette, in shape and form the same as its 
predecessor; but in January, 1851, it appeared 
in magazine form, 16 pages 8vo, with wrapper 
for advertisements, official notices, &c., as 
The Temperance Gazette, the organ of the 
Central Temperance Association. It con
tained valuable contributions from the pens 
of Dr. F. R. Lees, Rev. Francis Bishop, Rev. 
Thomas Spencer, M.A., Rev. H. Solly, M.A., 
Thomas Irving White, and numerous others. 
Afterwards this association, like many others, 
was obliged to cease operations, and the vari
ous societies transferred themselves to the 
British Temperance League, National Tem
perance League, and other organizations. 
During its existence the Central Temperance 
Association employed a staff of able and 
popular agents, including Richard Horne, 
\Villiam Tweedie, J. C. Booth, James Allen, 
R. Martin, Benjamin Glover, Passmore Ed
wards, John Toneley, Robert Lowery, Rev. 

-Y'V. D. Corken, and others, who did good er· 
vice to the cause, some of them afterwards 
becoming popular agents of the British Tem
perance League. 

On Thursday, August 17th, 184 , an im
portant meeting was held at Mr. Dodd's 
Temperance Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne, when 
delegates from the temperance societies in 
the town and district met fo r the purpose of 
forming a close and extended union of the 
societies, and to keep up thereby a constant 
advocacy of temperance principles in every 
part of the district by means of agents and 
the press. 

The following re olutions were pas ed :-
" 1. That a union be formed for the counties 

of Northumberland and Durham. 
"2. That the union consi t of such societies 

as take the agent once a quarter, and of per
sons contributing not less than five shillings 
per annum. 

"3. That it be called the 'Northumberland 
and Durham Temperance League.' 

"4. That it be mauaged by a president, 
treasurer, two secretarie , and a committee of 
twelve." 

On Tuesday, September 19tb, 1848, a meet
ing of delegates from the various temperance 
societie in the I le of :Man was held at 
Douglas, when a series of nineteen important 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, em
bodying a general union, under the denorni-
11ation of the I le of Man Temperance Asso
ciation. Officers were subsequeutly appointed 
for the ensuing year; and it was auticipated 
that much good · would be the result. Ag
gressive operations against intemperance were 
at once commenced under the direction of 
Mr. Sayle, president of the association, and 
Mr. C. T. Canuell, secretary (National Tem
perance .Advocate, 1 48). 

Towards the close of the year 1848, an as
sociation was formed under the title of the 
"Auti-Beershop Association,'' based upon the 
following principles, viz.:-

"I. That the establishment of beer-shops 
has been productive of a vast amount of po
verty, wretchedness, and crime. 

"II. That it i thereforehighlydesirablethat 
efforts should be made to induce the legisla
ture to repeal the act which sanctioned them. 

"III. That in doiug so it may be well to aim 
at obtaining an act to prohibit future licenses 
only, allowing the present holders to continue 
for life. 
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" IV. That it is desirable to offer prizes for 
the best written essays On the Evil Effects of 
Beer-shops." 

Mr. Thomas Richardson, B.A., of Liver
pool, was honorary secretary, and the Earl 
of Harrowby undertook to bring in a bill 
on the subject during the ensuing session of 
parliament. In accordance with the fourth 
article of the association three prizes were 
offered for the best essays, and were awarded 
to the following parties:-

lst Prize, £20-Mr. J. Russom, Bristol. 
2d Prize, £10-Mr. Eli Walker, Hull. 
3d Prize, £5 - Mr. Matthew filburn, 

Sowerby, near Thirsk. 
On Friday, June 15th, 1849, the Earl of 

Harrowby moved for and obtained the ap
pointment of a select committee of the House 
of Commons, to iuquire iuto the working of 
the beer-shop system in England About 
200 petitions were presented to each House 
of Parliament, praying the legislature "to 
prohibit the granting of any new licenses to 
beer-shops; and to enact that those already 
granted should be in force only during the 
tenure of the present holders" \Scottish Tem
perance Review, 1849). 

In the year 1 -!7 MR. GEORGE CRUIKSHANK, 
the celebrated arti t and caricaturi t, became 
a total abstainer, aud on the 26th of December, 
1 4 , he presided over a soiree held in the Hall 
of ommerce, London, under the au pices of 
the London Temperance League, when ad-

. d 1·es es were delivered by Henry Clapp, of 
America, Mr. Passmore Edwards, Dr. E. P. 
Pinching, and Mr. Sims. In response to a 
vote of thanks the chairman made the fol
lowing characteristic speech;-

" I was ind need to take this chair by the 
earnest solicitation of your secretary, who 
urged, that by complying I might be the 
means of doing some good. If, then, from so 
slight an exertion any good is accomplished, 
I am most happy that I am here. I came 
forth also for another reason-to set, by my 
h mble example, the opinion of this unthink
i g world at defiance. Now mark, I believe 
that by nature, and from the profession that 
I formerly belonged to, that of a caricaturist, 
I ha,Te as keen a sense of the ridiculous as 
rn ost men. I can see clearly what is ridiculous 
in. others. I am so sensitive myself, that I am 
quite alive to every situation, and would not 
willingly place myself iu a ridiculous one, and 
I must confess that if to be a teetotaller was 

to be a milksop, if it was to be a 1lamby-pam
by fellow, or a man making a fool of himself 
or of others, then ind eed I would not be one
certainly not; but if, on the contrary, to be a 
teetotaller is to be a man that values himself, 
and tries by every means in his power to 
benefit others; if to be a teetotaller is to be a 
man who strives to save the thoughtless from 
destruction; if to be a teetotaller is to be a 
man who does battle with false theories and 
bad customs, then I am one. I have been a 
convert but a short time, not much over twelve 
months. I only wish that I could say with 
Dr. Gourlay that I had never taken a glass of 
spirits in my life. I wish that I had acted 
upon the principle of total abstinence only 
thirty years ago, for if I had, I am convinced 
that at this time I hould have been much 
better both in body and mind. I have ex
perienced much benefit already, both phy
sically and mentally. I never did sneer at or 
scorn the question of temperance, yet I neve1 
thought that I should stand t p as a teetotal 
advocate. But I am proud that I have been 
put into the position in which I am now 
placed" (Christian Times, 1849 ). 

On the 15th of October, 1849, Mr rnik
shank presided over a temperance meeting at 
Coventry, and in the cour e of a lengthy ad
dress told the audience how he became a tee
totaller. He remarked : "I am a barned to 
say that for many years I went on following 
the ordinary cu tom of drinking, till I fell into 
pecuniary difficulties. I had some money at 
a banker's ; he fell into difficulties, took to 
drinking brandy and water, and ended by 
blowing out his brains. I lost my money, and 
in my distress applied to friends who aided 
me for a time, but they themselves fell into 
difficulties, and I was forced to extricate my
self by the most extraordinary exertions. In 
this strait I thought, 'The best thing I can 
do is to take water,' but still I went on for 
some time before I quite weaned myself from 
my old drinking habits. I went to take 
luncheon with my friend Dickens (who, 1 am 
sorry to say, is not a teetotaller); he asked me 
to take wine, but I told him I bad taken to 
water, for in my opinion a man bad better 
take a glass of prussic acid than fall into the 
habit of taking brandy and water; and I am 
happy to say that Charles Dickens quite 
agreed with me, that a man had better wipe 
himself out at once than extinguish himself 
by degrees, by the use of that soul-degrading 
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and body-destroying enemy. However, I 
happily escaped myself; I left off drinking 
wine altogether, and became a total abstainer 
-became a healthier and stronger man, more 
capable of meeting the heavy responsibilities 
that were upon me, and for the two following 
years I bad my life renewed, and all the elas
ticity of my school-boy's days came back to 
me. Domestic afflictions then came upon me, 
ending in death, and my spirits and health 
were crushed down. In this extremity I 
applied to my medical adviser. He said, 
'Medicine is of no use to you, you must drink 
wine again.' I refused, and my medical friend 
called in some others of his profession; be told 
me they had a consultation, and the result 
was, that all of them agreed it was necessary 
I should drink wine to restore my sinking 
constitution. I replied, 'Doctor, I'll take 
your physic, but not your wine. Let me try 
everything else first, and only when there is 
no other chance give me wine, because I feel 
there is a great principle at stake in this mat
ter.' I have said, and I believe, that wine is 
unnecessary as a medicine, and I do not wish 
to do a single act which would tend to weaken 
or destroy the weight and force of that con
viction. And here I stand; I have not tasted 
the vile and destroying enemy, and I am al
most restored to health, without having risked 
the violation of my principles. I call this a 
triumph: and I stand here as an evidence that 
wine 1 · totally unnecessary even as a medi
cine" (Scottish Temperance Review, 1849). 

On the 14tb of October, 1850, Mr. Cruik
shank took part in a great festival held in the 
London Tavern, Bishopsgate, London, and 
delivered one of his characteristic speeches. 
Addresses were also delivered by the Rev. G. 
Copway, an Ojibeway Indian; the Rev. Mr. 
Forster; Rev. W. \V. Robinson; Mr. J. S. 
Buckingharu; and the chairman, Mr. J obn 
Cassell. 

Although the principles of total abstinence 
were, from 1835, almost uni \·ersally adopted, 
and nrn,ny of the auxiliaries of the British and 
Foreign Temperance Society-the original 
ardent-spirit pledge, or Moderation Society, as 
it was termed-withdrew from it, the officers 
and committee held on for a long period after 
their doom was virtually sealed. 

In 1836 the annual income of the society 
was£1631, but in farch, 1 -±8, it bad dwindled 
down to £200. The Rev. Owen Clarke had 
for some time been the main support of the 

, society, but in Octob:r, L 48, he resigned bis 
offices as secretary and dirnr, and bis colleague, 
Mr. Thomas Reynolds remained sole secretary . 

The magazine Wfl,S liscontinued at the end 
of the year, and in :V.faJ, 1 49, the first and 
only number of the h·iti~h and Foreign T em
perance Quarterly Re1ieu., 24 pages, price 2d., 
was pu blisbed. 

The Bishop of Londm, vh bad been a warm 
friend of the society nsigned the offices of 
vice-patron and presicen~ a d soon afterwards 
the society was dissolved It is possible that 
there were defects iL its organization which 
tended to prevent i;s ruccess, but the real 
causes of its failure na~ be stated in a few 
words:-

lst. It attempted to CO?e with the intemper
ance of the people by .1. Vf:ry _ artial adaptation 
of the principles of tenpe ance. Common sense 
told the most unsoplist.cated observers who 
cared to reflect upon the subject that it was 
absurd and inconsistmt to dream of curillg 
intemperance by abstinerce from ardent spirits 
only. The Lancasbi1e nen soon discovered, 
and boldly acknowledge! t e fact, that total 
abstinence from all .ntcxicating liquors was 
the only true cure fer tie evil they so much 
deplored. 

2d. Many of its eirlBst and best friends 
saw it to be their d 1ty to Jevote their ene1·
gies and means to th3 tctal abstinence cause, 
and therefore withdr3w the:nselves and their 
sub criptions. 

3d. Some of the societr's officials and agents 
made matters worse ly "3.st:ng their time and 
energies in publicly cpp1si g what proved to 
be a more practical and mc~essful movement. 
The society became lestknown as the "Mod
eration Society," thnugn tb.e persistent and 
determined energy wih which the Rev 
Owen Clarke, Dr. E gai, aril. others defe11ded 
moderation in the us~ of fermented liquors. 

That the British and Fo eign Temperance 
Society did a considEralle ~mount of good is 
undeniable. It wa tle pioneer of a still 
better system, and by i·s rnmerous publica
tions and meetings it dd :nuch towards the 
education of the people ~o a certain standard, 
from which they could all the easier go sti ll 
further in the directio of true temperance. 
Its history is full of les.srus of instruction, aud 
shows bow good me , nen of learni11g, po i
tion, an<l influence, may become so infatuated 
with the idea of thEir iwn wisdom and im
portance as to be blinll tc wlat to others seem!' 
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as clear as noonday. However good a prin
ciple or an institution may Le, it is not per
fect, and there are heights and depths or further 
de\·elopments of the truth which time and ex
pel'ience are sure to reveal. 

Had the c0mmittee of the British and 
Foreign Temperance Society wisely taken 
hold of the more advanced principle, and 
wol'ked the two pledge together, there 
would, undoubtedly, have come a time when 
they would have felt constrained, like other 
societies, to abandon the moderation pledge in 
favour of the pledge of total abstinence; but 
they persi tently refused to walk in the light, 
and their determined antagonism to teetotalism 
proved their own ruin, so the society drooped 
and died for want of adequate ·upport. 

The first public meeting of the London 
Tempernuce League was held in the Hall of 
Commerce on 1onday evening, September 
18th, 1 4 , and was numerously attended. 
Dr. Gourlay wa called to the chair, and the 
meeting was addressed by 1\Ir. J. Andrew of 
Leed , Rev. Robert Gray Mason, fr. Henry 
Clapp, junr., Mr. l\I'Currey, and the Rev. Mr. 
Robin on. 

In 1 -±7 MR. OLIVER, pnbli her of the 
New York Organ (a temperance l aper), was 
<.:a.st in 250 dollars by a libel :suit; a, temper
ance demon tra.tion was held, the proceeds of 
which, 200 dollars, were ent to Mr. Oliver. 
He declined the gift, ancl ·urrgested that the 
um should be offered as a premium for the 

best e say on the "moral, religious, and poli
tical evils of the liquor traffic, and means for 
its prohibition." The amount was I laced at 
l\Ir. Oliver's dispo. al for this purpo e; and 
two prizes of 150 and 50 dolla.rs were offered 
for the best and second best essays on the 
above topic. This was done in February, 1848. 
The adjudicators were the Revs. Dr. Tyng, 
Dr. Peck, and Remy ·ward Beecher, who 
received 153 manuscripts and unanimously 
awarded the first prize to the e say entitled 
"An Appeal to the People for the Suppres
sion of the Liquor Traffic," by REv. H. D. 
KITCHELL. 

On it publication it received general accept
ance, and had a large circulation. An English 
edition wa · publi hed, and was warmly com
mended. It was ably written, direct and vig
orous in style, and set forth the nature of the 
temperance enterpri e, the character of the 
traffic, the right of prohibition, and the benefits 
of di sociating innkeeping from drink-selling. 

It is well worth reading even now, and a re
print might be of great service in the present 
position of the movement. 

On the 5th of November, 1848, death came 
suddenly to the REV. MICHAEL CASTLEDE~, 
while on a visit to London. He was a warm 
advocate of the temperance cause, and for 
many years connected with the Woburn and 
Aspley Guise Total Abstinence Society. He 
died at the age of seventy-eight years. 

Who bas not heard of PHI EAS TAYLOR 
BARNUM, "the world's showman," whose ex
traordinary career is full of incidents and 
events more remarkable than any of the dreams 
of romancers '? Mr. Barnum saw the advi~
ability of becoming an abstainer, and from 
1 -±7 abandoned the use of alcoholic liquors. 
The following is his testimony in his own 
words:-

" I should have been in my grave twenty 
or thirty years ago if I had not quit drinking 
intoxicating liquors, as I did in 1 -17. I hall 
contracted the habit, had built up a blind, 
unnatural appetite for stroug drinks, and liked 
the ta te of every kind of liquor, though I sus
pect I liked the effects still better. I began to 
grow careless and 'slothful in business,' and 
put off till next week what I ought to have 
done to-day. Fortuna.t ly I discovered that 
the habit was destroying my health and my 
worldly prospect , and by a most determined 
will-power I conquered the powerful appetite 
which I had acquired for iutoxicants and broke 
it for ever. " 

A confer nee of temperance secretaries, con
vened by the British Temperance Associatio11, 
was held at Manche ter on the llth and 12t.h 
April, 1 49, when seventy-three delegates, re
presenting sixty towns in different parts of 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Cheshire, &c., were 
pre ·ent. Petitions to both Houses of Parlia
ment for the repeal of the Beer Bill were 
adopted. 

A friendly conversation took place relative 
to the be t means of conducting the temper
ance movement, in course of which many use
ful suggestions were made. The Staleybridge 
Society allowed no person to be a rneru ber of 
committee who did not contribute 2s. 6d. an 
nually. A eries of resolutions wa.s submitted 
to the conference recommending, among other 
mea ure ,aregularsystemof visitation amongst 
the dis ipated and those recently reclaimed; 
the holding of cottage and open-air meetings; 
increased individual exertion; the manifesta-
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tion of a conciliatory spirit towards the reli
gious public; the support of those newspapers 
which report temperance operations; the for
mation of Bands of Hope, or juvenile temper
ance societies; the circulation and support of 
temperance literature; the promotion of the 
medical and anti-usage movements; and the 
formation of district and rural Unions as auxi
liaries to the British Temperance Association. 

The seventh annual meeting of the National 
Temperance Society was held in Exeter Hall, 
London, May 24th, 1849, when Mr. Samuel 
Bowly of Gloucester presided. The attendance 
was large and the proceedings deeply inter
esting. Addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
W . Robinson, Mr. Josiah Hunt, Dr. Lovell, 
Rev. John Kennedy, Rev. Dr. Jabez Burns, 
Mr. Benjamin Rotch, Rev. Mr. French of 
Bombay, Mr. Thomas Whittaker, Rev. B. 
Parsons, &c. The report was read by the 
Rev. Isaac Doxey, secretary, and the financial 
statement showed that although a consider
able amonnt of work had been done there 
was a balance in hand of £73, l9s. 4~d. 

On May 18th, 1849, the Rev. Father Mathew 
pa.id another visit to Liverpool, previous to 
embarking for America, having arranged to 
spend some time in furthering the interests 
of the cause in that country. During his stay 
in Liverpool Fathe1· Mathew was the guest of 
Mr. William Rathbone, who nobly and gener
ously a si ted to remove some of the money 
difficulties by which the "Great Apostle of 
Temperance" was at that time surrounded. 

On Sunday afternoon the rev. father ad
ministered the pledge to a large number of 
persons in the Hibernian School-room, Plea
sant Street, Mr. William Rathbone and other 
prominent citizens being present. He held 
another meeting in the same place on the 
following Tuesday evening, and early on Wed
nesday morning gave the pledge to a number 
of persons at the residence of Mr. Rathbone, 
Greenbank. Just before noon Father Mathew 
embarked for America in the packet-ship Ash
bnrton, being attended to the last by a large 
circle of sympathizing friends. 

Accompanied by his secretaries, Messrs. 
O'Meara and Mahony, Father Mathew lan<led 
at New York, July 2d, 1849. He was warmly 
welcomed by the municipal authorities aud 
others, who proceeded in the S,ylph steamer 
to Staten Island, and conducted him to Castle 
Gardens, where there was an immense a.ssem
blage of persons waiting to receive him. 

For about two years and a half the rev. 
father travelled and laboured m the "'nited 
States, and although suffering a considerable 
portion of the time, yet he pers:sted in his 
efforts to further the interests of he cause to 
which he had devoted his life. His letters, 
and especially those to Mr William Rathbone 
of Liverpool, reveal the fact thai anxiety of 
mind about his affairs at home wf.s one of the 
greatest causes of his bodily su:tl'ering. On 
the 8th November, 1851, he eobarked on 
board the Pacific, and returned t) Ireland in 
December, 1851, in very indiffere::it health. 

As indications of the growth of public 
opinion in favour of temperance ;>rinciples in 
1849, we give the following intere ting items. 
Writing to the tempera.nee journals in the 
early part of this year, Mr. John Dunlop of 
Greenock says:-

"Sir John Liddell, M.D., physici'tn to Green
wich Hospital, has seut me a rnESsage to say 
that he has succeeded in procuring a change 
of diet for the boys in the Naval chool there, 
by withdrawing beer from their meals, and 
that their health is improved thereby." 

At the annual general court f St. Peter's 
Hospital, Bristol, in the early p:1rt of 1 49, 
Mr. Howe, the deputy-governor, made the 
following statement in referenc to the con
sumption of wine and spirits, viz.:-

" In January, 184, one hundred and four 
noggins of port wine were consnmed, and iu 
January, this year, three. In January, last 
year, 23 noggins of gin; in last January, 
sixteen and a lzalf." 

The following address from the municipal 
authorities of Plymouth was i3sued about 
the same time (April, 1849) :-

"The mayor and magistrat<:s take this 
opportunity of adverting to ~he practice 
observed by many masters, tralesmen, and 
others, of paying their workrnm at a late 
hour on Saturd:ty night, and too frequently 
at public-houses, a custom whic is not only 
highly prejudicial to the workmen, but tends 
to produce tho e scenes of dru kenness and 
riot which so frequently prevail on Saturday 
nights, as well as the violation of the Sabbath. 

"The mayor and magistrate:;, therefore, 
earnestly recommend the exam_ le of many 
merchants and tradesmen who pay their wages 
either on Friday evenings or early on Satur
day morniugs; an arrangement for which the 
workmen will doubtless be very thankful, and 
which will tend greatly to the preservation of 
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go3d order in the town" (Bristol Temperance 
Hffald, May, 1849). 

At this period (1840-50) the testimony of 
wcrking men was highly valued, and exertion 
wEre made to secure correct statistics of the 
number of total abstainers working in forges, 
ircn-foundries, and other places where hard 
manual labour and intense heat were supposed 
to be incompatible with teetotali m. The 
following is the testimony of 191 teetotal 
workmen at Nos. l and 3 rail-mills, Pentre
bach, near Merthyr-Tydfil, Wales:-

·'We testify that many of us have been in 
th~ habit of using intoxicating drinks for 
many years while employed in the ironworks, 
th:i.t we have since adopted and acted on the 
principle of total abstiuence from all intoxi
cating liquors, and we give our most candid 
opinion, from personal experience, that we 
have felt no inconvenience in the performance 
of our work, or loss of health, by abandoning 
the drunkard's drink; but, on the contrary, 
have been better able to attend to our duties, 
while we can endure more fatigue and toil 
both by day and night, and in every respect 
feel more happy in mind, healthy in constitu
tion, and comfortable in circum tances, than 
when we spent our money in public-houses. 

"This is the declaration we make befor~ 
the world, con cious of the advantages result
ing from the a<loption of total abstinence from 
all liquors and beverages that intoxicate; and 
we send this testimony in the hope that it 
may induce thousands of our fellow-workmen, 
and all who are in the habit of taking this 
poison, to adopt the same practice as our
selves" ( Bri.stol Ternperance Herald, May, 
1849). 

Similar testimony was given by workmen 
in other districts, and practical, experienced 
men went out from amongst them as public 
advocates, viz.: John Jasper, the Low Moor 
iron-worker; John Hockings, the Birmingham 
blacksmith; Michael Spencer, the Tyneside 
chain-maker; Mark Littlefair Howarth, the 
Sunderland glass-blower; Joseph Leicester 
(late M.P. for West Ham), another glass
blower; P. T. Winskill, the Middlesbrough 
iron-moulder; and a host of others who were 
living witnesses of the virtues of abstinence. 

In 1841 it was reported that a great refor
nmtion had been effected among the brick
makers of Drayton, near Uxbridge. A fore
man of one of the largest brickfields fnruished 
returns to Mr. T. Smith of Cotham Mill, near 

Uxbridge, showing that during one season the 
average number of bricks made per man of 
the teetotallers was 795,000; and of the beer
drinkers, 760,269; being an average per man 
in favour of the teetotallers, of 35,131 bricks. 
The highest number made by one teetotaller 
was 890,000; by one beer-drinker, 8 0,000. 
The lowest number by one teetotaller, 746,000; 
by one beer-drinker, 659,000. "It should be 
stated," added Mr. Smith, "that if the teeto
tal moulders conld get a gang of their own 
number, the contrast would be still more 
striking, as they are often hindered from pro
ceeding with their work by the drunkenness 
of some of their gang." 

Some years after this, when the new town 
of Middlesbrough was in the height of its 
prosperity, and the building trade very busy, 
Mr. Sharpe of New Linthorpe had a similar 
experience. Thomas W orsnop, the Bradford 
wool-comber and temperance advocate, had 
been engaged by the Middlesbrough Temper
ance Society to work specially amongst the 
navvies, ironstone miners, and men of that 
cla s, and hacl been wonderfnlly succe , ful. 
Through this and other agencies Mr. Sharpe 
had been enabled to get a staff of men who 
were almost to a man teetotallers, and many 
of them members of the Methodist Church, 
and as both he and his foreman were teeto
tallers, the work prospered in their hands. 
By industry, thrift, and teetotalism, some of 
these men were enabled to raise themselves to 
a higher social level, and to be a blessing to 
their families and to the locality. 

Valuable testimony was given by the late 
REv. HUGH STOWELL BROWN, the eminent 
Baptist minister of Myrtle Street Chapel, 
Liverpool, who was a native of the Isle of 
Man. In early life he was a mechanic at the 
Wolverton station of the London and Nortb
WesternRailway,and was for some time secre
tary of the temperance society there. In a 
report written by him, and dated l\fay lOth, 
1841, he said:-'' As we a.re all mechanics and 
working men, we think that we can say with
out boasting that we are proof of the advan
tageous position of teetotallers. \Ve con ider 
that we can perform our duties mucli better 
without the aid of any . timulants whatever." 

It is said that when he entered upon his 
ministerial duties at Liverpool he was then 
a total abstainer, but unhappily neither his 
practice nor his sympathy remained true to 
teetotalism, although some of his utterance~ 
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were uch as led mauy to think h1111 a warm 
friernl of temperance. 

The fifteenth annual conference of the 
British Temperauce Association was held at 
Lincoln on the 3d, 4th, anu 5th of July, 18-19, 
when the report read stated that the following 
agents were employed, viz.: Rev. Robert Gray 
Mason; Mes ' rs.JohnAddleshaw, T.B. Thomp
son, Joseph Borruond, \V. Crawford, aud Ben
jamin Glover, through whose efforts 10,758 
signatures to the pledge bad been taken 
during the year. A resolution was adopted 
urging the formation of ladies' associations as 
important auxiliaries to the temperance cause. 
It was also resolved that the local societies 
should be recommended to preseut every 
Christian mini ter and medical man iu the 
district with a copy of Dr. \V B. Carpenter's 
tract on "Temperance and Teetotalism," and 
also of the Rev. Dr. J abez Burns' "Address 
to Ministers of the Gospel." 

Another resolution "regretted the neutral 
position at present occupied by the Christian 
world in refereuce to the tem1 erance cause, 
and regarded this fact as an obstacle to the 
ad vaucement of sobriety, virtue, and religion 
among the mas es of our countrymen." 

WILLIAM RAWFORD, at this time one of 
the agents of the British T mperance Associa
tion, was a reformed drunkard, who ignecl 
the total ab'tinence pledge in 1 :37, when, t.o 
u ·e his own words, he "was not at the time 
po " e sed of half a crown's worth of property 
in the world, but \Va in debt at every public
hou e where they would trust him." In June, 
18-!0, he becam a regular advocate, and in 
18-!9 was placed on the staff of the association, 
where he continued to labour with success 
until his ill11ess in 1 51. Dlll'ing the eleven 
years of his advocacy he lectured in twenty
eight counties, and in the Isle of fan, and 
travelled 25, 53 miles, delivering 1785 special 
temperance addresses, 18 sermon , and 120 
addresses to school chilrlren, taking in all 
about 11,000 signatures to the pledge. He 
died in January, 1852. 

During the latter part of the year 1849 and 
the begi11ni11g of 1850, Messrs. ·William Craw
ford and Thomas Hudson were actively em
ployed as agents of the West of England 
Temperance League, and did good service to 
the cause by their lectures, house-to-house 
visitation, &c. 

At the same period Mr. George Dodds of 
Newcastle was the indefatigable agent of the 

N ortlrnm berland and Durham Di trictLeague, 
doing a work which has made bis name a 
household wor l throughout the whole of the 
north of England. Mr. Dodds proved, by his 
self-sacrificing devotion to the cause, that he 
was one of those men who loved the cause for 
its own sake, and was prepared, even at con
siderable personal inconvenience and loss, to 
do anything in his power to further its 
interests. 

During the winter of 1849 the more ardent 
of the temperance reformers of London deter
mined to try an experiment, viz. the holdin1·· 
of a series of six large meetings or popular 
demonstrations, in 01·der to present the tem
perance movement in aspects calculated to 
interest the community at large, more pe
cially in connection with the moral, social, and 
political elevation of the working-classes. Mr. 
John Cassell, the eminent printer and pub
li::;her, formerly known as "John Cassell, the 
Manchester teetotal carpenter," who never for
got that he bad been a working man, was the 
prime mover, and showed his interest in the 
subject by heading the list with £25 towards 
the expenses of these special meetings. 

The first of the series was held in the large 
room of Exeter Hall, on Monday evening, 
October lst, 1 49, when Mr. J obn as ell 
presided, and adclres es were delivered by the 
Rev. B. Par ons on "The Importance of the 
W orkiug-cla ses, and the Duty of Promoting 
their °"Telfare ;" by Mr. Thomas Beggs, on 
"The Drinking sages of the Working-clas e::; 
Destructive of their Social Comforts;" by fr. 
Robert Lowery, on "Strict Sobriety essential 
to the Moral and Political Elevation of the 
Working-classes;" by Mr. Thomas Allen Smith, 
on the "Popular Delusions as to the Real Pro
perties of Strong Drinks, the Great Hindrance 
to the Progress of the Temperance Reform 
among the Working-classes;" and by the Rev. 
J W . C. Pennington, a gentleman of colour 
from New York, who gave particulars of the 
temperance reforwation among the labouring 
classes, and the coloured population of the 
United States. 

The second of this series was held on Octo
ber 29th, in the same hall, when Mr. Join 
Cassell again presided and gave an intere ting 
audress, and wa followed by the Rev. W. 
Morton, late missionary at Calcutta, Mr. D. G. 
Paine of Deptford, the Rev. Samuel Dunn, late 
member of the \Vesleyan Conference, and the 
Rev. John Kirk of Edinburgh. The theme of 
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Lh<~se speeches was "The Iii:fiuence oi tf)e Tern- ' 
perance Movement on the Extension oi. Reli
gion at Home and Abroad, and the Moral 'Obli
gation of Professing Christians to Promote it." 

During the course of his adclres' the 'Rev. 
Samuel Dunn stated that he had nev~,,i: nk 
a gla. s of brandy, rum, or gin, srp~.eet a cigar 
or pipe, or taken a pinch of -.aiui'ff in his life. 
He had now passed his fifti~tl~ year. During 
his time he had t~~ elled as many miles, 
preached as many.--sh!~nons, delivered as many 
iectures, seen as ' ~~public service in various 
clirues, under varioi:. s circumstances, by night 
and day, by sea and land, as mo t ordinary 
men, but never had be ta -ted strong drink. 
Yet the pre ent was the first total abstinence 
meeting at which he had ever spoken-a fact 
which he attributed to certain restrictions in 
the ex i ting practices of Methodist society 
(• cotti Ii Temperance Review, 1849, pp. 567, 568). 

The third of this series was h Id on the 3d 
Dccern ber, 1849, when the sn bject was "The 

laims of the Temperance Movement upon 
the Teachers and Friends of Sabbath-schools," 
the speakers being the chairman (Mr. John 
Ca sell), Rev. Dr. Jabez Burns (Baptist), Rev. 
Ja J s Sherman of Surrey Chapel, Mr. T. B. 
Smithies (late of York), Rev. Asa Mahan of 
Oberlin College, U.S., and Rev. Isaac Doxey, 
sec1·etary ational Temperance Society. 

The fourth demonstration was held January 
Ith, 1850, when the large hall was crowded 
to verflowing. The chair was occupied by 
Ir. Joseph Stnrge of Birmingham, and the 

sn ject for discussion was, " Intoxicating 
Liq uorsN otN ecessaryfor Working Men, either 
to Assist them in their Occupation, however 
La1)orious, or to Promote their Health and 
Happiness." An interesting and appropriate 
address was given by the chairman, followed 
by :addresses from Mr. Parker, coach joiner; 
1\1r. 1\1'Cormack, blacksmith's hammerman; 
Mr West, skinner; Mr. M'Lachlan, gla. s
blo :ver; Mr. Phipps, tailor; Mr. Currey, brick
la,yer; Mr. Stearne, shoemaker; Mr. \Vood, 
stouemason; Mr. Robinson, paper-stainer; 1\1r. 
1\Ia n, farrier; Mr. Rey11olds, bricklayer's 
labourer; Mr. Tanner, brickmaker; and Mr. 
Gr 1ve, mariner, all testifying to the beneficial 
effe1 ts of total abstinence. l\fr. John Cassell 
moFed a resolution, pledging the meeting to 
support efforts to improve the pogitiou anrl 
ha.bits of the ballast-heavers and others who 
wer1e subject to the tyranny of their employers 
and the publicans. 

The fifth meeting, held February 4th, was 
devoted to the consideration of "Juvenile 
Depravity, its Causes, Consequence , and Ap
propriate Remedies." Mr. Benjamin Rotch, 
B.C.L., presided, and the attendance was again 
very numerous. Addresses were delivered by 
Mr. Jackson, city missionary, Mr. Thomas 
Beggs, Rev. Thomas Spencer, M.A., of Bath, 
Rev. B. Parsons, and Mr. Woodward. 

The closing meeting of the series was held 
on Monday, March 4th, when Mr. Cassell 
again presided. The subject for consideration 
was, "That Intoxicating Liquors are not es
sential to Health or Comfort, and that their 
Abandonment would be Promotive of the 
Phy ical, Intellectual, Social, and Religion 
Condition of the Community." 

The meeting was addressed by Mr. James 
Taylor of Birmingham; Mr. GeorgE' Cruik
shank, artist; Dr. Gourlay, Rev. Dr. J abez 
Burns, M. Carl Olof Brink, LL.B., secretary 
to the Board of Prisons in Sweden; the Rev. 
Jose1 h Brown of Dalkeith, and M:r. W. West. 
The total cost of this series of po1 ular demon
strations wa about £2-!0, raised by special 
subscriptions. This was money well sp nt, 
the subjects dealt with being such as to af
ford scope for sound, practical teaching. The 
speakers were men well able to sp ak, from 
personal knowledge, of the various subject~ 
under discussion, and the attendance was all 
that the promoters of the demonstrations anti· 
cipated. 

Few men of modern times have given so 
much time and ruouey for the promotion of 
the social and religion welfare of the people 
as the late SAMUEL MORLEY, M.P. He was 
born in 1809, and after being educated at a 
private school, entered his father's business, 
and eventually beca,me head of the firm of 
J. and R. 1\Iorley, wholesale hosiers, \Vood 
Street, Loll<lon, E.C. In 1841 Mr. Morley 
married a daughter of Mr. Samuel Hope, 
banker, of Liverpool. In 1 65 he entered 
Parliament for the first time, being elected 
for the borough of N ottingbam as an ad
vanced Liberal. On the retirement of Sir 
Morton Peto from the rep1·ese11tation of Bris
tol, in 186 , Mr. 1\Iorley offered himself as a 
candidate, but wa defeated . .A. few mouths 
later, in the same year, another election took 
place with Mr. Morley as a candidate, when 
he was returned by more than 2000 votes 
above his opponent, and continued to repre
~ent Bristol until 1885, when he retired. Mr. 
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Morley was a prominent Congregationalist, 
and held very important offices in that deno
mination. He was a munificent contributor 
to chapel building funds, and was a subscriber 
of £6000 to the erection of the ball in Far
ringdon Street, erected as a memoria.l of the 
t\vo thou and ministers who were ejected from 
the Church of England in 1662 by the Act' of 
Uniformity. 

Mr. Morley was the founder of the Lay 
Evangelists and Colporteurs Association, and 
was a warm adrncate of the free church prin
ciple. He was a man of very simple tastes 
a.nd habits, and for more than twenty years 
before his death was a total abstainer. As 
a speaker be wa clear and convincing rather 
than energetic and impassioned, though occa
' ionally, when the subject moved him, he rose 
to great earnestness. He was proverbial for 
his conscientiou ness and sincerity. 

:Mr. Morley was a deputy-lieutenant and 
magistrate for Middlesex and Kent, and more 
than once declined to accept a baronetcy, and a 
little before his death he declined the honour of 
the peerage. He was a member of the General 
Council of the London Auxiliary of the United 
Kingdom Alliance, president of the United 
Kingdom Band of Hope Union, and al::;o of 
the London Temperance Hospital. In Par
liament he supported the Permissive Prohi
bitory Liquor Bill, and other temperance mea
sures, believing tha,t the greater part of our 
social difficulties had their root in the drinking 
cu toms of society. 

Mr. Morley died shortly after midnight on 
Saturday, September 4th, 18 6, aged seventy
even years. 

RICHARD NO.AH BAILEY was born at Exeter 
in 182-!. His father was an iron-moulder, and 
a. teady sober man, unt il, trade being slack at 
Exeter, he went to London, where be soon 
drifted into drunkenness and degradation. 
Young Richard became little better than a 
treet arab, and acquired all kinds of vicious 

habits. In 18-!2 he became connected with 
Sambo Sutton, a notorious pugilist, and at 
the age of nineteen years was married at 
·waterloo Church, Lambeth. 

For about six years the pair led a wretched 
life, be following the calling of umbrella re
pairer, &c. In the winter of 1848 he was in
duced to attend a place of worship, and after 
three month ' probation was received into a 
Chri tian church. He had left off drinking, 
but had not signed any pledge. 

He signed the pledge on the 18th of April, 
1849, at which time he could neither read nor 
write, but by persevering effort succeeded in 
doing both. He became a ragged-school teacher 
in Lambeth, a teacher in Surrey Chapel Sun
day-school, and then a temperance advocate. 
Soon he became o popular that he had to 
employ a man to manage hi umbrella bu i
ness, and about 186 went out as an avowed 
temperance lecturer. Be became an interest
ing and popular speaker, but somewhat marred 
his usefulness by a suming airs neither be
coming nor agreeable. 

J osEPH Bo:KONI, F.R.S.L. and F.R.A.S., 
wa born in London, October 9th, 1796. After 
receiving a good education, be resolved to 
follow the profession of sculpture, and tndied 
anatomy at John Hunter's school, under Sir 
Charles Bell and Profes or Wilson, at the same 
time attending the antique school at the Royal 
Academy, where be obtained honours. 

In 1 22 he went to Rome, and from thence 
travelled in Syria and Egypt, remaining seve
ral years in the latter country, studying the 
architecture and writings of its ancient people. 
During his residence in Egypt he became n. 
total abstainer from all alcoholic bevera.ge , 
and on his return to Europe em braced the 
principles of total ah, tinence. Eminently 
qu<tlified to give an opinion, he frequently 
asserted that the finest specimens of the h umau 
form were to be seen among the inhabitant. 
of the valley of the Nile, particularly the 
sailors and cultivators of the soil, and this be 
attributed to a corn bi nation of circumstance. , 
viz. lst, their well-designed habiliments; 2<l, 
the frequent exposure of the surface of the 
body to the action of light, air, and water; 
3d, their active and frugal habits; and lastly 
and chiefly, their strict observance of the 
Mohammedan law of total abstinence from all 
alcoholic beverages. Mr. Bonomi was the 
author of several valuable publications on 
matters connected with the architecture and 
sculpture of ancient Egypt, and of a work 
entitled Nineveh ancl I ts Palaces. 

Few men were better known in and around 
the London Docks than the late FRANCIS 
MOLLISON, for some years the indefatigable 
and successful agent of the National Temper
ance League. Mr. Mollison had been a sea
faring man, and therefore had special access 
to those who "go down to the sea in ships," 
and could speak to them as one of th"emselves. 
He was a man of ready wit, shrewd, intelh-



SIGNS OF PROGRESS. 255 

gent, and earnest. After he had been re
formed in heart and life, he was induced to 
become a Primitive Methodist local preacher. 
He laboured for the National Temperance 
League with great acceptance until stricken 
clown with disease, and after six months' 
sufferings he died at the age of sixty-four 
years. 

WALTER LuDBROOK was born at Soham, 
Cambridgeshire, October 7th, 1827. When 
about thirteen years of age he attended a 
lecture delivered by Mr. Jabez Inwards, and 
signed the pledge, but a relative who kept 
a public-house persuaded him to have some 
beer, for which he was afterwards very sorry. 
In 1843 Mr. W. Gawthorpe visited Soham, 
and young Ludbrook again attended the meet
ing, and signed the pledge for ever. He re
moved to Camden Towu, and became a valu
able labourer in the Temperance ranks. For 
his persevering and disinterested efforts as 
secretary of the Camden Town, Temperance 
Society, a handsome clock was pre ented to 
him on J anu::try 2d, 1860. He died August 
29th, 1873, at the early age of forty-six years. 

THOMAS B. YULE was a total ab tainer for 
forty-three years, and for twenty-three years 
was an active supporter of the Fitzroy Tee
total Association. During the last fifteen 
years of his life he did good service at Acton. 
He passed away on the 13th of May, 18 O, 
aged eighty-three years. 

Another well-known worker in London was 
MR. THOMAS PENNYFATHER, who was an ab
stainer for forty years, a member of the order 
of Rechabites, and of several teetotal societies. 
He died on the 28th of July, 1880, aged 
seventy-three years. 

Through the exertions of MR. H. S. DAMRY 
and others an old malt-house was converted 
into a temperance hall, since known as Port
man Hall, Marylebone, London. Mr. Damry 
was an active worker in the cause for about 
thirty years, and died at Paddington in June, 
1872, at the age of sixty-eight years. 

Most of the Metropolitan and southern tem
perance societies are familiar with the name 
and person of MR. W. J. PALMER of Reading, 
Berks, founder of the "Help Myself Society." 
He was born a.t Ellerton, May 3lst, 1824. 
At the age of twelve years he signed the 
total abstinence pledge. After serving his 
apprenticeship at Reading he removed to 
Liverpool, and in 1851 returned to Reading, 
where he has become widely known as an 
ardent temperance reformer and a great pub
lic benefactor. He promoted the erection 
of a new town-hall, free library, and science 
and art school, giving the princely sum of 
£30,000 towards the cost. In almost every 
phase and aspect of the temperance que tion 
he takes a prominent part, the National Tem
perance League and kindred organizations 
finding in him a liberal friend and supporter. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

WORKING MEN AS TEMPERANCE ADVOCATES. 

John Hockings, the Birmingham Blacksmith-Elihu Burritt, the Learned American Blacksmith-William 
Dupe of Stoney Stoke-John Jasper, the Low Moor Iron-worker-Richard Holroyd, Iron-worker-The 
Magistrate and the Teetotal Puddler, John Chalmers-Michael Spencer, the ':'ynilside Teetotal Chain
maker--William Lapsley, Anchor-smith-Jeffrey Sedwards, the Skibbereen J:\ail-maker- George Esk
holme, the succes ful Mechanical Engineer- Mark Littlefair Howarth, the SundErland Glass-blower
Jo eph Leicester, the Warrington Lad who dared to be a Teetotaller-James M'C rrey, Builder-John 
Bustard, the Salford Bricklayer-A. B. Craigie, Stone-mason, &c.-Plasterers, Slaters, Painter -G. E. 
Lomax-Joiners, Carpenters, \Vood-turner , Sawyers-Miners- The Brother, Eggleshaw of Portland 
Row- Cloggers and Shoemakers-Charles Bent-Tailors-W eave1 and Factory Lads-Thoma W orsnop, 
the Bradford Wool-comber-George Howlett, Coal-heaver-H. II. Crabtree, Dytir-George Toulmin, 
Printer-Roger Miller-Joseph Powell-Thomas Kent. 

Upon the principle indicated in the old 
proverb, "Set a thief to catch a thief," it has 
been fully proved that the best method of 
teaching temperance principles to a certain 
section of the working population of the 
centres of industry, is to bring them under 
the influence of men of their own class, tra<le, 
and position. What science, logic, and elo
quence failed to accomplish, the practical ex
perience, consistent example, and homely pre
cept of unedncated, earnest, sympathetic work
ing men succeeded in doing. At one time it 
was believed to be utterly impossible for pud
d lers, forgemen, iron-worker , moulder , and 
tho e engaged in other branches of labour i11 
our large ironwo1·ks, to stand the burde11 and 
heat of the day without the aid of alcoholic 
liquors. 

One of the first to go out publicly and prove 
the fallacy of this idea was J OIIN HocKINGs, 
popularly known as "the Birmingham black
smith." Few men were more useful and suc
ce 'sful in the midst of much persecution and 
annoyance than be was. ·we have already 
alluded to his labours in the midland counties. 
At Belper, Derbyshire, he was very successful 
amongst the nail-makers and others, and some 
of his converts became true and zealous friends 
of teetotalism. At Derby he met with fierce 
oppo ition, but nothing daunted, on he went 
from town to town proving that men could 
"live and labour without beer." After some 
years of successful labour he decided to emi
grate, and crossed the Atlantic to :find a home 
in America. 

ELmu BURRITT, the learned American 

blacksmith, was a still more illustrious ex
ample. He was born in -ew Britain, in the 
state of Connecticut, December th, 1810. 
In his early days he was a tireless student, 
and even while working in the forge or smithy, 
his pare moments were employed in ome 
study, so that before he had attained his tlnr
tieth year he was famom for bis knowledge of a 
vari ty of languages. In hi ~ preface to Sparks 
from, the Anvil, we have a. brief account f hi 
efforts to acquire the knowledge for which he 
afterwards became so famous. He signed the 
temperance pleuge in 1837, and lectured ex
tensively in America on the temperance que -
tion bet,Yeen the years 1 -±0 and 184-1. Hi 
principal publications on this subject are The 
Drnnka1·d's TV~fe, and Lead us not into Temp
tation. In 1846 he visited the World's Tem
perance Convention, lield in London, and 
afterwards visited various parts of Worcester
shire, and at Pershore, in that county, he or
ganized the "League f Universal Brother
hood." He was an ardent friend of juvenile 
temperance societies, and was widely known 
as the advocate of a system of ocean penny 
po. tage-now all but realized-and of numer
ous other valuable reforms. Elihu Burritt 
was a man of profound knowledge, of a warm 
heart and pure character: and few men of 
any age have been able to rejoice in a larger 
and more enthusiastic circle of friends and 
admirers. He was for a number of years 
editor of au American publication entitled the 
Christian Citizen, and along with Mr. Edmund 
Fry conducted an English monthly periodical 
entitled the Bond of Brotlzei·lwod. 
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We have already given particulars of the 
life of WILLIAM DuPE, the famous blacksmith 
of Stoney Stoke, Somersetshire, the son and 
grandson of water-drinkers, who was a modern 
Samson, an inventor and patentee, and who 
in the midst of his arduous labours was never 
backward in advocating teetotal principles. 
Even in extreme old age he refused to take 
alcohol as a medicine, specially requesting that 
none be provided at his funeral. He died in 
1843, in his ninety-fifth year-a grand illus
tration of the value of temperance principles. 

Another advocate of the temperance cause 
among working men was JOHN JASPER, who 
was born at W om bourne, near Wolverhampton, 
Staffordshire, March 12th, 1806. At an early 
age his parents removed to Stourbridge, W or
cestershire, where, as soon as be had reached 
the age of nine years, he was sent to work in 
a pottery, working twelve hours a day for two 
shillings per week. 

When about fourteen years of age John 
ran away from his slavery, and wandered 
about the country, travelling through Eng
land and Wales, and working short terms at 
various works. At last in early manhood he 
got a good place, and thought be would settle 
down, having made the acquaintance of a very 
ober, industrious young woman, a boot aud 

shoe binder, to whom he was married. Had 
he been steady they might have done well, 
but drink and a roving disposition were 
stronger than his will, so that they were seldom 
long in one place, and always in poverty. At 
length he engaged to go to the Low Moor Iron
works, near Bradford, and after being there a 
little over two years he began to re:fl.ectupou the 
result of the life he was leading. He resolved 
to cease frequenting the public-house, and took 
the temperance pledge in January, 1847. 

He found in his wife a. ready supporter ill' 
his new departure. She did everything in 
her power to assist him to conquer the drink 
appetite, but he found it no easy task, and 
had many severe struggles. His workmates 
jeered him, told him he could never do bis 
work without beer, but he proved to them that 
be could, and in a little time he got first one 
and then another to join him, until they were 
enabled to start the Low Moor Iron-workers' 
Temperance Society, with John Jasper as its 
energetic secretary. Through the influence of 
the Rev. Dr . .Alexander Wallace, John went 
out on short lecturing tours, and spent a few 
week&' in and around London. Afterwards 
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he visited almost every large ironworks in the 
United Kingdom, preaching and teaching total 
abstinence. In 1860 he and his family re
moved to Farnley, near Leeds, where John 
Jasper became well known and prized as a 
foreman of the ironworks and a useful temper
ance advocate. The proprietors of the works 
being friends and supporters of the temper
ance cause gave John their sympathy, and 
arranged to give him opportunities to go out 
for a week or a month at a time to advocate 
his principles. In 1882, when in his sixty
seventh year, J obn Jasper was a bale, vig
orous, and powerful advocate, who could hold 
an audience spell-bound for an hour. 

The writer has known numbers of men, 
employed as pnddlers, rollers, shinglers, &c., 
engaged in the hottest and heaviest labour, 
in some of the largest ironworks in the coun
try, who were old and consistent teetotallers. 
These men had proved by personal experience 
that they could do their work easier, better, 
and more satisfactorily without than with any 
intoxicating liquors. 

RICHARD HOLROYD was one of the em
ployees of the Low Moor Ironworks who 
adopted the principles of temperance, and 
became an active and faithful temperance and 
Christian worker. "He was a good ?nan, 
always willing and actively engaged in what 
was pure, progressive, and good- band of 
hope, temperance society, building society, 
and the church. He had a winning, en
gaging manner, and was kind and concilia
tory in disposition." He was a total abstainer 
of over thirty-five years' standing, and as man 
and boy was close upon fifty years in the ser
vice of the Low Moor Iron Company. He 
died in May, 1882. 

At a very early stage in the history of the 
movement in the north of England there were 
men employed as chain-makers, anchor-smiths, 
&c., who adopted the principle and became 
local advocates of teetotalism. 

MICHAEL SPENCER, for many years an active 
temperance reformer i·esiding in Sunderland, 
was known far and wide as " the Tyneside 
teetotal chain-maker." 

He was an able, intelligent, and earnest 
temperance advocate, truly devoted to the 
cause, and prepared at any time to further its 
interests. Despite bis broad provincialisms, 
of which he never got rid, nor indeed tried to 
do, he was generally acceptable as a speaker, 
and did good service to the cause. 

34 
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'VrLLIAM LAPSLEY, a native of "canny 
N ewcassel" or one of its suburbs, was also a 
chain or anchor smith, but for over thirty 
years was wholly devoted to the temperance 
movement, being at one time missionary to 
the Newcastle-on-Tyne Temperance Union, 
then agent for the North of England Temper
ance League. From 1864 he has been one of 
the agents employed by Messrs. Pease, and 
has charge of the Marske-by-the-Sea district. 
Mr. Lapsley is a thoroughly earnest and valu
able temperance advocate, well informed on 
the subject, and able to present it to his 
hearers in an intelligent and convincing man
ner, hence his success. 

JEFFREY SEDWARDS, the founder and presi
dent of the Skibbereen Abstinence Society
the first society of the kind on this side of the 
Atlantic-was a nail-maker, and many of his 
first converts and associates were of the same 
calling. J obn Finch, the Liverpool temperance 
champion, was an iron merchant, and Thomas 
Swindlehurst, his convert and afterwards busi
ness partner-the first reformed drunkard in 
Preston, and the actual pioneer of temperance 
in that town-was in a sense an iron-worker, 
as be used large quantities of iron, which he 
had to cut and shape into sizes, &c., in bis 
business as a roller-maker for weavers; and 
everal of the early supporters of the Preston 

Society, viz. John Gregson, Randal, Swindle
hurst, Thomas Osbaldeston, Robert Parker, 
Joseph Smirk, and others, ·were mechanics and 
moulders. 

GEORGE EsKHOLME was born at Whitehaven 
in 1820, and when about four years of age the 
family removed to Summerbridge, near Don
caster, where George received his education 
and was apprenticed to a mechanic. Happily 
he was put to a trade for which he was 
adapted and took to with relish, making him
self thoroughly acquainted with every detail 
and becoming a skilled workman. He de
voted bis leisure hours to the construction of 
a condensing engine on the Boulton and Watt 
principle, and before the termination of his 
apprenticeship the task was completed, even 
the boiler being the work of his own hands. 
On Coronation Day, 1840, he had the pleasure 
of seeing his engine in operation, his pleasure 
being shared by his uncle, who hacl provided 
the necessary materials. In 1841 he removed 
from Doncaster to Rotherham, where he as
sumed the management of a flax-mill, his 
mechanical abilities more than atoning for his 

comparative youth, and 
0
arnm

0 
for him that 

confidence which his position nquired. 
In this same year (18.U)) Mr. Simeon 

Smithard of Derby visited Rotherham to 
expound the principles of total abstinence, 
and Mr. Eskholme attended his lecture and 
signed the pledge. The tEinperance friends 
were not slow to perceive that such a mau 
would be a valuable acquisition to the society, 
and they at once secured hi services, and 
made him a member of the committee of the 
Rotherham and Masbro' TeJ'lperance Society. 

In 1844 Mr. Eskholme severed his connec
tion with the flax- mill, .md entered into 
a business engagement with Mr. Edward 
Chrimes, who was joined by Mr. John Guest, 
under the name of Gue t a d Chrimes, iron
founders, water engineers, &c. &c. In 184 7 
Mr. Chrimes died, but Mr. Eskholme con
tinued his connection with e firm, and many 
of the improvements in the construction of 
water-meters, &c., were the result of his in
ventive genius. Eventually Mr. Eskholme 
became managing partner of the firm, and 
was eminently successful. 

In the meantime his 1in:l had been drawn 
out in other directions. In 1 43 the Rev. J. 
Orange of Nottingham: visited Rotherham, 
and delivered a lecture n ;, ttage Gardens 
for Working People," at wl:ich Mr. Eskholme 
was present, and took u the idea, which 
eventually resulted in th~ formation of a 
freehold land society with Mr. Eskholme 
as secretary, and in the same year a building 
society was started in wh 'ch Messrs. Guest 
and Eskholme took a p1 minent part. 

As a working man ar:xious to provide 
against ordinary conti gencies, George had 
become a member of th~ Order of Odd 
Fellows, but 3.fter he became a teetotaller be 
began to see that the meetings being held at 
public-houses, and the menbers brought into 
contact with strong drink was disadvanta
geous to health and dangerous in its tenden
cies, &c. He therefore hailed the Order of 
Sons of Temperance as a means of helping 
men to keep their pled€e, and otherwise 
proving of great benefit to the financial status 
of the society. He th re:ore threw his in
fluence into the order, and soon passed from 
one official station to another until he event
ually became Most Worthy Patriarch, the 
highest office in the ord~r. 

When the National Division met at York 
in 1869, Mr. Eskholm warmly advocated a 
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change in the financial arrangements, and the 
National Division endorsed and approved the 
principles he laid down for a graduated scale 
of payments and benefits, instead of the uni
versal rate hitherto paid and received by 
young and old alike. Unfortunately, want 
of knowledge led the members to limit its 
operations for some years, but the new scale 
was em bodied in the rules, and the Rother
ham and London districts carried out the 
principle in its entirety with remarkable 
success. 

The writer has repeatedly been told, even 
within the last five years, that teetotal iron
moulders were rarities, and the people have 
been amazed when he has stated that be 
himself was known nearly forty years ago 
as one of tbe Middle brougb teetotal iron
moulders-one who preferred to forfeit bis 
membership in the trades - union, rather 
than pay a fine for getting married on the 
day when there was a general meeting, to 
which he was summoned, and was not pre-
ent. HaJ. be consented to give something 

to be s1Jent in drink, to celebrate his wedding, 
the fine would ha.ve been remitted, but be 
refu ed to do so, and never paid either fine 
or further contributions, and was afterwards 
reported as a lap eel member. Some of his 
old workmat s have remained equally true 
and faithful members of the teetotal society, 
and rejoice in their happiness and prosperity. 

For excessive heat, and consequent physical 
prostration, perhaps no branch of trade is 
more trying than that of glass-blowing, yet 
from this class has sprung a number of ear
nest, able, and successful temperance advocates. 
MARK LITTLEFAIR HowARTH, better known 
as Mark Littlefair, the Sunderland glass
blower, was in early life a lover of alcoholic 
liquors. He unhappily taught his eldest son 
the same vice, and years after his reformation 
Mark suffered terrible agony on this son's 
account Mark Littlefair signed the teetotal 
pledge, and after a severe strnggle overcame 
the appetite. He became an active, earnest 
member of the society, and moved the people 
by his own thrilling experience, until he was 
recognized as one of the local advocates. He 
begau to study the question, made himself a 
still and apparatus for extracting the alcohol 
from beer, &c., and soon became well known 
throughout the district. He could make biru-
elf very interesting and acceptable to an ordi

nary working-class audience, and being one of 

themselves and acquainted with their way;;. 
he probably was more successful than one 
more educated and refined would have been. 

In addition to his other special qualifica
tions, Mark was a singer of temperance melo
dies, and when matter for speaking failed he 
would sing them a melody, from which both 
singer and audience received new inspiratiou. 
He was thus able to fill up the evening very 
pleasantly and profitably, and took many sig
natures to the pledge. 

Amongst the early adherents of teetotali ·ru 
in Warrington, Lancashire, was a youth 
named JOSEPH LEICESTER, a glass- blower, 
who by bitter experience knew something of 
the blighting influences of intemperance upon 
the hapless offspring of its victims. He was 
one of the denizens of Factory Square, which 
even now is uot one of the most delectable 
portions of the town. Joseph was an atteu
ti ve and appreciative listener to the a.ddresses 
of the early advocates who then visited \V ar
rington. At one of the meetings he went 
modestly forward and asked to be allowed to 
a ld his name to the roll. That Joseph Leices
ter was in earnest his whole subsequent life 
has proved. The following extract from one 
of hi~ own speeches will amply prove thi~ 

fact. On one occasion he observed: 
"Never shall I forget the fir t time I refused 

to pay a footing. The men all gathered rouuJ. 
rue, some in furious rage, others trying to per
suade me. One took up a bar of iron and swore 
be would kill me if I did not pay; but I stood 
my ground alone and without a friend. Aftel' 
being out of work three year , and having 
tramped the country round to get a situation, 
I still found it was in vain. I reason eel, but 
reason found no place in minds so imbrnted. 
I wended my way along the country, weary 
and foot-sore, and almost penniless, only to 
meet new troubles and new difficulties. At 
the next place I got they excluded me from 
the society, threw stones when I entered the 
door, and annoyed me in the most offensive 
manner possible. But I still held on, and 
soon found myself respected for my consist
ency and persistency. Nor did I stop here. 
I was elected a member of the Trades Con
ference of Glass-makers, held in Manchester 
in 1859, and brought forward a proposition 
which was carried- - ' That any member ask
ing another member for a foot-ale should be 
fined 2s. 6cl., and be suspended from all bene
fits until such fine be paid.' This rule has 
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from that time to this been endorsed by 
every conference, so that the curse of foot-ales, 
with all their concomitant evils, has been for 
ever banished from the flint-glass trade." 

About the year 1850 Mr. Leicester removed 
to Tutbury, where he laboured assiduously 
for the cause, his mother's house being invari
ably the home of the temperance advocates. 
In 1853 he removed to London, where he 
threw himself heartily into the Band of Hope 
movement, and became one of the committee 
of the Band of Hope in Holland Street, 
Blackfriars, which was composed principally 
of glass-blowers. They did a good mi ion 
work, and proved that men who worked 
m hot factories or at hot furnaces could not 
only do their work without any intoxicat
rng liquors, but were made better by total 
abstinence. Mr. J . Leicester bas long been 
an active, able, and popular advocate of 
teetotalism, and that as an honorary, or 
unpaid, but earnest and devoted disci1 le 
of true temperance. On the 29th of June, 
1 70, he wa presented with a testimonial 
and a pur e containing £100 from the very 
trade-" the Flint-glass Makers' Society of 
Great Britain and Ireland "-which had so 
much opposed him in former times, and the 
address spoke in glowing terms of his sacri
fice. and labours in the various moral, ocial, 
and political spheres in which he had moved. 
As one of the most honoured and truly inde
fatigable friends of the working classes, and 
the mouthpiece of his own trade, no name is 
more familiar in the metropolis of England 
than that of Joseph Leicester, the vVarring
ton lad who dared to be a teetotaller in days 
of trial and persecution. 

At the general election in November, 1885, 
Mr. Leicester was returned by a majority of 
982 votes out of a total poll of 6072 electors 
as M.P. for West Ham (South London), but 
at the following election, when the struggle 
between the U Dionists and the Home Rulers 
agitated the country, he was amongst those 
who were defeated. 

Exposed to risks, changes of weather, and 
having to undergo hard and continuous labour, 
the man employed as an ordinary builder is 
snrely a bona-.fide working man. It is en
couraging, therefore, to :find that numbers of 
them become earnest, lauorious, useful, tem
perance advocates. We can meution a host, 
but content ourselves with giving the names 
of a few who were best known in their own 

locality, viz.: Joseph Lord, Thonns anderson, 
and James Dale of Middle b1ough ; John 
Bustard of Salford; A. B. Crai5ie, of Liver
pool; and James M'Cnrrey of L)n on. 

J .AMES M'CURREY was a journeyman builder, 
a steady indu trious workman, and a member 
of a Christian church. But in those day;; 
strong temptations were placed in the way of 
working men in being compel'.ed to go to 
public-house to draw their w<.ge , and one 
night when James M'Currey went for tlus 
purpose, he was invited by the foreman to 
take a glass of something to drink. He lacked 
the power to decline the imita~ion, and one 
glass leading to another, l\I'Cm"'.'ey found hi 
way home late at night in a state of intoxi
cation. Stung with remorse he became reck
less and desperate, and selling all he had went 
off to Glasgow, where he learned that his 
mother had only a short time previou ly been 
laid in her grave. He returned .1,gain to Chel
sea, and live<l in a very unha py condition 
until the night of the 16th ~Tovember, 1837, 
when he ancl his wife were found amongst the 
audience that crowded the meeting-house over 
the wooden bridge, Chelsea. 

As they listened to the stntements and 
appeals of the earnest men who poke that 
night, and heard of the temptra c pl dge, 
his wife said to him, "That's just the thing 
for you." Although he had beeu deeply 
moved, he tried to make his way out ide, but 
his wife pleaded with him, and advancing to 
the platform, signed the pledge "for her hus
band's sake." As she turn d to him with 
tears in her eyes, he hesitated :or a moment, 
and then emolled his name. Three weeks 
afterwards he began the work of temperance 
advocacy by speaking at a m eting in the 
open air, and for tl irty-five ye rs afterwards 
he earnestly and zealously continue to labour 
as an open-air temperance advo~ate. Shortly 
after signing the pledge he again joined a 
Christian church, and for years he had to 
suffer annoyance and persecutbn from ome 
of those with whom he was in chm·ch fellow
ship because of his temp~rance advocacy. 
He sought the ad vice of the e-•. James Sher
man as to whether it was hi d ty to abandon 
the work, and that good ma:i cheered him by 
saying, "Go on, 1U'Currey, a.o; lcng a yon feel 
you are right and happy in the work. I 
believe you are the right ma in the right 
place." 

Mr. M'Cnrrey continued i the employ-
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ment of Mr. Cubitt, builder, for over thirty 
years. Then he started business for him
self, and wa very successful. In his old age 
he retired with sufficient to maintain him in 
comfort, but as long as he was able he con
tin ued his labours in the temperance cause. 
He died in October, 1881, aged eighty years. 

J OIIN BusTARD, of Salford, was a brick
layer by trade, who about the year 1840 was 
reclaimed from driuking habits, and became 
a laborious and useful advocate of the cause. 
John was one of those men who, in his own 
ea.me t, simple, but sincere manner, took every 
opportunity afforded him of speaking in favour 
of temperance and religious principles. In 
cottage, parlour, chapel, or open-air meetings, 
he was prepared to lift up his testimony for 
temperance. After an illness lasting twenty-
ix weeks, he passed away on the 26th of 

February, 1 61, aged sixty-three years. 
ALEXANDER BLACK CRAIGIE was born at 

Dunkeld, Perthshire, cotla11d, March 12th, 
1821. When about fourteen years of age he 
was taken to Perth, where he entered the 
employment of a draper. After three years' 
ervice bis master gave up the business, and 

young Craigie not liking it, came to the reso
lution to be a builder, and was therefore 
tran fcrred to a ma. ter-builder in Edinburgh. 
Alexander's father was a member of the New 
'hurcb, or wedenborgiau faith, but bis em

ployer at Edinburgh was an elder in the 
''Test Kirk, and desired bis a.pprentice to 
attend there. Betweeu the two be got a good 
biblical training, and early acquired a love 
for reading profitable and in tructi ve books. 
Despite all the efforts of his employer, the 
youth finally adopted his father's faith, and 
at the age of twenty-one publicly advocated 
the doctrines of the New Church. 

On the expiration of hi. apprenticeship Mr. 
Craigie returned home for a short visit, and 
then worked for some mouths as a ma on on 
the banks of Loch Tay, from thence he 
returned to Edinburgh, where he was em
ployed for about nine months. He next 
determined to go to London and try to obtain 
work on the new Houses of Parliament then 
in course of erection, calling at Liverpool on 
the way, bearing with him a letter of intro
duction to a 1-r. Menzies, a Scotch mason 
working in Liverpool. After much trouble 
and di appointment be found Mr. Menzie. 
engaged on a contract at Birkenhead, and 
after reading the letter he induced the young 

mason to stay in Birkenhead and work under 
him, which be did for about nine or ten 
months. He became an active member of the 
Operative Masons' Trade-union, taking such 
a prominent part as a delegate from the 
union to other towns where strikes were 
pending, that the Liverpool masters resolved 
to "boycott" him, and despite the fact that 
he and his brother delegate had been suc
cessful in settling several strikes, they would 
not employ him. After amicably settling 
strikes at Hull, and on the works con
nected with the erection of Menai Bridge, 
near Bangor, Wales, the contractors induced 
him to accept work at the Menai Bridge 
works, where he had a profitable and comfort
able job for over twelve months. He then 
returned to Liverpool, but still met the same 
difficulty, and finally decided tv try a green
grocery and provision shop in Brownlow Hill. 

After nine years he sold out, and undertook 
the position of superintendent of the labour 
te t-yard, under the Liverpool select vestry, 
a position he still holds with credit to all 
concemed. Previous to entering upon this 
work, and in addition to his shopkeeping, 
Mr. Craigie held for about four years a pecu
liar position in connection with a local society 
for the suppres ion of the social evil. A Mr. 
Shimmin bad written and published a pam
phlet on the social condition of Liverpool, 
which created a very strong impression, and 
led to the formation of the above-named 
society. To this society Mr. Craigie acted as 
agent, but his position was not publicly known 
in order that he might have access to the 
theatres, music-halls, and other places of re
sort, and report to the committee the exact 
state of affairs. Extracts from his reports, 
giving descriptions of some of the scenes he 
witnessed, were publi bed in the papers from 
time to time, and had his identity been 
revealed his life would have been imperilled 
on more occasions than one. Through his in
strumentality some horrible places were clo eel 
by magisterial authority, and be had an expe
rience which was useful to him in after life. 

Although not a pledged teetotaller, Mr. 
Craigie rarely if ever took intoxicating liquors. 
Hi· attention was more immediately directed 
to the temperance question by seeing the effects 
of drink upon a certain minister and one or 
two members of this minister's congregatiou, 
and still more so by being an eye-witness of 
the effects of the drinking customs connected 
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with the annual business meetings of his own 
denomination. He was thus led to take a 
decided stand, and on the formation of the 
Liverpool Young Men's Temperance Associa
tion in 1867, he became a member of the 
committee and an active worker. That posi
tion he has held unbroken, and is one of 
the society's best friends, being ready to take 
bis part in turn on the platform, or fill up 
an unexpected vacancy. Mr. Craigie has con
tributed many articles, letters, reports, and 
poetical pieces to the press, both English and 
American, and as a Christian temperance re
former he took a warm interest in the discus
sion on the sacramental wine question, pub
lished in the pages of the New Church official 
organ. 

Plastering, slating, painting, and carpentry 
are branches of the building trade, each of 
which has given us earnest, useful temper
ance advocates. RICHARD TURNER, better 
known as "Dickey" Turner, author of the 
word teetotal as applied to total abstinence 
principles, and his associate GEORGE GREGSON, 
both of Preston, were plasterers by trade, and 
earnest temperance reformers. 

THOMAS SANDERSON, ex-mayor of Middles
brough, and JAMES DALE of the same town, 
were slaters ancl devoted friends of the tem
perance cause. 

GEORGE LOMAX of Oldham and Manchester, 
JOHN ASHWORTH of Rochdale, author of 
Strange Tales, &c., FENWICK PICKUP of New
ca.stle-on-Tyne, R. RoBSON of North Shields, 
and JosEPH MALTNS of Birmingham, the popu
lar chief of the English Good Templars, were 
all house painters. 

GEORGE EDMUND LOMAX was born in Man
chester, October l 7th, 1808, and was left an 
orphan at the tender age of eight years. He 
commenced work in a cotton-mill at Oldham, 
but subsequently became a house painter. 
When quite a young man he commenced his 
career as a public speaker on political ques
tions. While addressing a meeting in the 
open air, in Stevenson Square, Manchester, 
in connection with the Chartist movement, 
he and two of bis fellow advocates were 
arrested on a charge of high treason. After 
being incarcerated in Lancaster Castle for six 
weeks, they were arraigned at the assizes. 
Mr. Lomax defended himself with such great 
tact, prudence, and ability, as to secure ac
quittal, while his colleagues, on whose behalf 
special pleaders had been engaged, were con-

victed and sentenced to expiate tl.eir offence 
in prison. fr. Lomax was pre-eminently a 
self-made man, a diligent student, · nd had a 
most retentive memory. 

For forty years he followed the profession 
of a public lecturer, and it was siid of him 
that he "was a man of independe1t spirit, a 
fearless and outspoken debater, and a humor
ous and effective advocate on the political and 
temperance platforms. When he had been 
an abstainer only twenty years, was able 
to boast that he had delivered i:pwards of 
five thousand lectnres, preached over a thou· 
sand sermons, engaged in more an thirty 
discussions with men of note, and travelled 
about 60,000 miles" (Mancheste1· Examiner, 
January, 1880). 

Mr. Lomax was taken ill while ngaged in 
delivering a course of three lecti:res at Ac· 
crington, and died at his residence, Hewitt 
Street, Waterloo Road, Cheetha1 , Manchester, 
after a very brief illness, on the 20th)f J auuary, 
1880, in the seventy-second year o: his age. 

] rom amongst joiners, carpen:ers, wood· 
turners, sawyers, &c., we have bad some illus
trious examples. 

Perhaps the most notable was JOHN CASSELL, 
the Manchester carpenter, te perance advo
cate, aud publisher of popular eJua: tional aml 
other works, which have made hi;; n c me a house
hold word in all English-speak 'ng countrie . 

THOMAS CooK, the proprietor an publisher 
of the N ational Teniperance Magazine (1844-
46), Yontlis' Temperance 'Jf ag-xzi:ie, &c. &c., 
afterwards known as the "W orl -,s Tourist," 
was originally a wood-turner, as as also his 
half-brother imeon Smithard, the popular 
"Singing Advocate of Temperance." 

RICHARD ("DICKEYi:) HoRN1l, the witty and 
humorous agent of the Cenktl Temperance 
Association, and until his death rgent of the 
British Temperance League, ;va a working 
wood-sawyer, as were others in diiferent parts 
of the country. The above-name:l were well 
known as public exponents of temperance 
principles, and are spoken of in other chap
ters of this work. 

If iron-workers, builders, carpenter', and 
others who work on the surface f the earth 
are daily exposed to perils anl dangers, how 
much more are they who go do n into tlie 
bowels of the earth to bring p coal I Only 
those who have lived and laloured amongst 
them, and knew their positioL a d surround
ings forty or fifty years ago, can possibl.v have 
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an adequate conception of the daily life, the 
peculiar circumstances, and true character of 
the coal and ironstone miners of England, and 
of the changes that have been effected within 
the last half-century. 

In a preceding chapter we have spoken more 
fully on these points, and now give one or 
two sketches of temperance advocates who 
were originally poor collier lads, or workers 
in the mines. Here we are met with a seri
ous difficulty. The number of names that 
rise up before us is so great that selection 
of the fittest is embarrassing. We, therefore, 
give those with whom we are most familiar. 
JOHN WHITE, JAMES ADAMSON, ALEXANDER 
BLYTII, THOMAS BuRT, JoHN Howrn, W . B. 
AFFLECK, w ILLIAM w AINE of the north of 
England; LEVI, JOH , ABSALOM, and SOLOMON 
EGGLESHAW of Portland Row, Selston Com
mon, Nottinghamshire; JAMES EDDY, and 
RICHARD CoAD of Cornwall, may be named 
as rneu who have been a credit to themselves, 
an bonom· to the cause, and a blessing to tLe 
world, lea.ving it all the better for the lives 
they lived and the work accomplished. Most 
of them have pa sed over to the great majority, 
but" their works do follow them." 

For quiet, plodding, unpretentious, but 
Round and practical Chri tian and temperance 
effort, we know of nothing to surpass the work 
carried on by a little band of heroic workers 
on Selston Common, Nottinghamshire. A 
little over thirty years ago a long row of 
colliers' houses, known as Portland Row, first 
met our gaze. We were told that we would 
there find a number of splendid fellows, who 
carried on a Primitive Methodist society, tem
perance society, Band of Hope, &c., under very 
great difficultie . On arrival we inquired for 
and soon found out MR. LEVI EoGLESHAW, and 
were most hospitably entertained by him and 
his amiable wife, feeling at home with them 
at once. Arrangements were soon made for 
a meeting to be held that night, and word 
was sent for the "bell-ringers," as they were 
termed, to meet at a given time. 

Punctual to the minute they assembled, and 
a band of ten or twelve persons marched up 
to one end of the row, one giving out a verse 
of a hymn, and then all joined in singing, 
after which an announcement was made that 
a meeting would be held in the preaching
r om at half-pa t seven o'clock. Striking up 
another verse away they marched another 
stage, and then halted to make the same an-

nouncement, the process being repeated at 
given stages until the whole length had been 
traversed. The result of this method of 
"ringing the bells" was a crowded and atten
tive audience and a most succes fol meeting, 
ending in a request that the speaker would 
stay and hold a Band of Hope meeting, to be 
followed by another adult meeting, which he 
readily complied with. He often visited this 
place during his residence in Derbyshire, and 
always with pleasure and profit. There were 
four brothers who were the life and soul of 
the community-Levi, J ohu, Solomon, and 
Absalom Egglesbaw. Levi was in very truth 
the priest and prophet of Portland Row- a 
man of studious habits, sterling character, 
and generous heart. 

John and Levi were accredited local preachers 
amongst the Primitive Methodists; wbo here 
worshipped in a cottage adapted for the pur
pose by the members theru elves. They had 
a severe struggle to hold their ground, the 
church party in the district being very bitterly 
opposed to dissenters. As the population grew 
and the need of school accommodation became 
pressing, steps were taken which it was thought 
would draw the people to the Established 
Church, and a church school was built; but 
though the colliers gladly sent their children 
to the day-school, they maintained their alle
giance to the church of their own choice. 
Eventually an arrangement was made, and a 
site secured for the erection of a chapel. 

Solomon Eggleshaw was one of the most 
astute and philosophical working men the 
writer ever knew; a man of remarkable ability, 
with tact enough for a Q.C. or lord-chancellor. 

Absalom was more like his brother John, 
quietly modest and more a listener than a 
talker. They were tall, strong- built, mus
cular men, with hearts as tender and loving 
as children, and were truly devoted supporter 
of the temperance movement. Few who ever 
visited Portland Row left it without feeling 
that they would be glad to visit the people 
again and again. 

Although he was literally a shoemaker, the 
late JOHN KING, the first pledged teetotaller 
of Preston, was not strictly speaking a cord
wainer, as the sons of Crispin were technically 
termed. The soles of .John's shoes were not 
stitched but nailed on; and were not leather 
but wood. He was one of that craft who be
lieved that there was "nothing like leather" 
for uppers. but timber made good "under-
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standings," and kept the toes out of the mud 
and mire. John King was, therefore, a clogger, 
not a cordwainer. 

"HONEST" JAMES TEARE of Preston; WIL
LIAM and RICHARD MEE of w arrington ; 
JosEPH HARROP of Leicester; JOHN O'NEIL, 
the London teet tal poet; JOHN PATON, the 
Barrhead philosopher; THOMAS CLANEY, the 
Yorkshire Irish teetotal missionary; CHARLES 
BENT, the ex-pugilist of Manchester; T. B. 
THOMPSON of Leeds, for years agent for the 
British Temperance League; JAMES STIRLING 
of Glas~ow, and a number of others were ori
ginally shoemakers or cordwainers. 

CHARLES BENT was born at Bolton, Lanca
shire, in 1819. His father was a highly re
spectable working shoemaker, and a Wesleyan 
local preacher, who took great pains to set hi ::; 
children a godly example, but did not see it to 
be his duty to become an abstainer, nor deem 
at possible that the moderate use of alcoholic 
liquors at his family table would ever be a 
snare and a temptation to his children. When 
Charles was about seven years of age his 
parents removed to Salford, and the boy was 
put to earn a living in a cotton-mill. At the 
age of twelve years he met with a serious 
accident which nearly cost him his life. Hav
ing occa ionally assi ted his father at shoe
making, Charles felt a desire to leave the 
factory and learn his father's business. After 
a while he was apprenticed to a man who, 
unfortunately, was a dog-fancier, and Charles 
was oon introduced to all the horrid brutali
ties of dog-fighting. So changed bad he be
come, that he went direct from visiting his 
father on his death-bed to a beer-shop where 
bis master and thers were arranging for a 
dog-fight on the following morning. He went 
to see the dog-fight, and returned to find his 
father dead. 

Step by step he sank, until he became a 
dog-fighter, pugilist, and drunken scape
grace. Even marriage bad no salutary effect 
upon him, but added to bis degradation and 
misery. His autobiography tells a fright
ful tale of sin, suffering, and shame. At one 
time he was locked up on a charge of robbery, 
but was proved to be innocent. On the lOth 
of June, 1852, a good Samaritan took him by 
the hand, and after pouring oil into his bleed
ing wounds, and otherwise reviving the little 
life within him, prevailed upon him to attend 
a temperance meeting in Cook Street, Salford, 
where, with seventeen others, he signed the 

teetotal pledge, and shortly afterwards his wife 
followed his example. Subsequently he was 
placed upon the committee of the temperance 
society, and in response to an unexpected call 
to address the meeting, rose and made his first 
speech, which was very brief, but pointed and 
effective. It was as follows :-"Mr. Chair
man, I feel bound to tell this meeting I am 
a teetotaller. I have only been one a short 
time, but by the help of God I intend to 
remain one." The result of this speech was 
that two depraved character signed the pledge. 

From that time Mr. Bent deYot cl his atten
tion to his trade, to the temperance meetings, 
and to the improvement of his mind, first 
giving up the reprehensible habit of swearing. 
and then abandoning the u e of tobacco. He 
soon became an employer, and e tablished a 
prosperous business. For some years Mr. 
Bent was an ardent, useful advocate of tem
perance principles, going out far and near 
as occasion served, and invariably with en
couraging succes . He died of heart disease, 
October ll th, 1880, at th age of sixty-two 
years. 

Tailors, or "knights of the needle," have 
long been looked upon as the compeers of the 
"sons of Crispin," men most remarkable for 
their aptitude and skill in discus ing p litic. , 
and drinking intoxicating liquor . The old
fashioned village inn was never completely 
furnished, and its machinery in proper work
ing order, until the village 'cobbler" and 
"tailor" were in their places as self-elected 
chairman and vice-chairman, yet from their 
ranks have come some of the able t, most con
sistent and laborious temperance advocates. 

Ireland heads the list wit PETER O'Do
NOGHUE, of Skibbereen, who, after being re -
cued from poverty and degrada:;ion, occasioned 
by drunkenness, rose to the dignity of a true 
man, and in his prosperity on the other side 
of the Atlantic, sent an annual monetary re
membrancer to his teetotal father, Mr. Jeffrey 
Sedwards, of about £8 per an um for twelve 
years. WILLIAM POLLARD, f Ma chester, oue 
of the earliest of the English temperance 
agents, was a tailor and dr<tper. So also was 
EDWARD GRUBB, of Presto , otherham, &c. 
JoHN CLEGG BOOTH, the founder of the Brad
ford Long Pledge Teetotal Society, and for 
years a popular agent of tbe British Temper
ance League; THOMAS TuR:!l'ER, a other popu
lar agent of the same leag e, :;..nd head of thE: 
group of entertainers of that rume; WILLIAM 
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DocToN, the champion of the Cornish Teetotal 
Methodists; JOHN RIPLEY, the temperance 
lei..:turer and melodist, afterwards conductor 
of Cook's e:x;cursions to the Holy Land, Egypt, 
&c.; and TIMOTHY CooP, the whole ale clothier 
of ·wigan, with numerou others, were all il
hrtrious "knights of the needle," and known 
far and wide as able, earnest, consistent, and 
popular teniperance advocates. 

!any of the early friends and pioneers of 
temperance were handloom weavers, or earned 
their living in the cotton and woollen fac
tones. JOSEPH LIVESEY, the father of tee
totalism and head of the movement in Preston 
for nearly half a century, was originally a 
bandloom weaver THOMAS WATSON of Roch
dale, afterwards M.P. for Ilkeston, Derbyshire; 
'VILLIAM HoYLE of Tottington, the statisti
cian of temperance; WILLIAM FARISH, J.P., 
ex-mayor of Chester, and others were once 
poor weavers. THOMAS WnrrTAKER, who so 
often sprang his rattle for temperance, and 
eventually became mayor of Scarborough; 
J osEPH HARRAP, the successful insurance 
agent of Leicester; SAMUEL CAPPER of Man
che ter, and numerous others, noticed else
where, began life as factory lads, afterwards 
becoming popular and successful advocates of 
totn.l ab tiuence from all intoxicating liquor . 

THOllIAS WoRSNOP was the son of a farmer 
at. Hill Top, Low Moor, near Bra Hord, York
· hire, where he was born on December lOth, 
1799. What little education he received was 
at a dame's school; and he lived with his 
grandparents until the age of twenty-two. 
After the death of his grandfather he learned 
to be a wool-comber, and a drunkard, often 
going to disturb temperance meetings. One 
Sunday, with nothing on him but an old rug, 
he wandered unobserved into the Wesleyan 
Chapel, U ndercliff, and soon after was in
duced to sign the pledge, through the reading 
of a tract presented to him by a good Chris
tian Qnaker, named Holmes. This was the 
turning-point of his life, and he became not 
only a ·ober but a Christian man, and preached 
in the chapel where he had been once a crouch
ing, half-naked drunkard. At a meeting 
held in the Exchange Room, Bradford, he 
shouted out, "I have begun; I will have no 
more 'WILL." Dr. Beaumont, who was in the 
chair, . ·aid, "Will that man come on the plat
form?" Thoma went as de ired, butstood there 
speecbles , the tear· rolling down his cheeks. 
Iu a few minutes he recovered himself and 

sai<l: "I will have no more rue water, and 
my wife shall make sops in her own frying
pan." 

He was certainly one of the quaintest and 
most original speakers the temperance cause 
ever had. He poke with a heart full of love 
and faith in the truths he utternd. He was 
just the man for the rough, untutored navvies 
and ironstone miners, and others. 

From the profits derived from J.B. Gougb's 
first lecture at fiddlesbrough, the committee 
employed and paid Mr. W orsnop for twelve 
months' labour amongst the miners, &c., in 
the Cleveland district. He spoke from the 
heart to the heart, in language that the most 
of his hearers could understand and appreciate 
-though it seemed nonsense to some who 
were only half educated. 

At <lifferent times he served the Bradford 
Temperance Society as missionary, visiting the 
people at their own homes, and at other times 
he went out as an occasional or independent 
advocate, making his own arrangements. He 
died April 25th, 1869, at the age of sixty-nine 
years. 

The London coal-beavers produced GEORGE 
HOWLETT, who became an honorary temper
ance advocate. He was born at vVendover, 
in Buckinghanrnhire, July 6th, 1819. When 
about seventeen years of age he became 
tired of a country life and found his way 
to London, where he was for some yean> 
eru1 loyed as a coal-porter on the banks of 
the Thames. He occasionally indulged in the 
intoxicating cup along with his mates, and 
one night went to a meeting of the South 
London Temperance Society, held in the 
"Rockingham Rooms," N ewington Causeway, 
with the intention of putting out the lights 
for a lark. He was not long there, however, 
before something was said that riveted his 
attention, and he determined to hear more. 
He said to those who were with him: "You 
know I said I'd put out the lights of this 
meeting to-night, but if anybody dare to inter
fere with them I'll put out his lights;" and 
there is little doubt that in so saying he meant 
to give them to understand that it would be 
dangerous to interfere with the proceedings 
so long as he was against any interruption. 
He signed the temperance pledge in 1839, and 
from that time became actively useful in the 
cause, and instead of being only a coal-porter 
he became an employer of labour, beloved and 
honoured by all who knew him. He macle his 
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first temperance speech in Castle Yard School
room, Holland Street, and after a little ex
perience was ernr welcome at temperance 
gatherings. He departed this life March 3d, 
1 72, in the fifty-third year of his age. 

HENRY H NT CRABTREE, of Manchester, 
may be said to have been a self-made man, in 
the common acceptation of that term, and he 
always considered the strict observance of 
temperance principles which characterized his 
life as one of the chief factors in his success. 
He was a working dyer, and in 1837, when 
about twenty-two years of age, he joined a 
number of working men like himself and com
menced a co-operative business in Manchester, 
taking upon himself the department of ob
taining orders for work. From some cause 
or other the business did not prove a success, 
and the concern was broken np. After that 
he took a position under Messrs. J. and J. N. 
Worrall, dyers of Salford, then with Messrs. 
William Gratrix and Co. Here he acquired 
~mch knowledge of the business, that in 1 52 
he acted upon the suggestion of friends and 
commenced business on his own account at the 
Limekiln Lane Dyeworks, and with the aid 
of his brothers, and afterwards his son, estab
lished a very successful trade. 

From the commencement of his public 
career Mr. Crabtree took a warm interest in 
the principles and practice of total abstinence. 
Being of a somewhat retiring disposition, he 
seldom occupied the platform, but by bis 
money and per"onal exaruple and influence 
helped on the work. He was one of the 
guarantors of the £100,000 fund of th,e United 
Kingdom Alliance, a vice-president, a liberal 
donor, and a subscriber from the commence
ment. He was also a staunch supporter of the 

entral Association for stopping the sale of 
intoxicating liquors on Sundays, of the Band 
of Hope movement, and other temperance and 
charitable institutions. He was a liberal
minded, generous Unitarian, but not an active 
politician. In 18 2 he lost his wife by death, 
and from that time seemed to withdraw him
self from public life, and was for some time 
out of health, gradually sinking until the end 
came in January, 1887, when be passed away 
at the age of seventy-two years. 

George Toulmin and Thomas Walmsley 
were two of the founders of the first Sunday
school Total Abstinence Society, which met at 
the Lawson Street School, Preston. GEORGE 
TouLMrN was present on the night wheu 

Joseph Livesey first preached total abstinence 
(1832) in Lawson Street Primitive Methodist 
Chapel, and as a youth of seventeen years of 
age he went forward and appended his name 
to the pledge, being the first member of the 
Toulmin family to take that step. He, with 
several other youths, had previously refused 
to sign the old pledge because it was attended 
with constant backslidings, and now that a 
purely total abstinence ociety was being 
formed, they joined it with all their hearts. 
He was a printer by trade in the employment 
of Mr. Walker, and assisted to set up Mr. 
Livesey's jjforal Reformer and other publica
tions. Along with Mr. John Broadbelt he 
joined in publishing the Yoittliful Teetotaller, 
but it was not supported to the extent it 
merited. As stated elsewhere, fr. Toulmiu 
bought over the Preston Guardian from Mr. 
Livesey, and with the aid of his sons made it 
very successful. He wa senior member of the 
firm of George Toulmin and Sous, proprietors 
of the Preston Guardian and the Lancashire 
Evening Post. 

At a meeting of old teetotallers held in 
Preston in 1870 Mr. Toulmin was one of th 
speakers, and gave the re ult of his teetotal 
experieuce. He said ' be had :filled almo t 
every station in life, having been a on, a 
husband, a father, an apprentice, a journey
man, an overseer, and a master, aud he did 
not know that a singl circumstance ever oc
curred which caused him to regret ever having 
adopted the temperance pledge." 

Of the members of his family present some 
of them had beeu teetotallers thirty-five, thirty
six, and thirty-seven years, and every one of 
them was most fully satisfied with their early 
adoption of and continued adherence to the 
principles of total abstinence. 

Mr. Toulmin frequently attended the meet
ings in the Old Cockpit, and was intimately 
acquainted with the old temperance reformers 
who J.ived in the Preston district or worked 
along with the Preston men. He was placed 
on the commission of the peace for the borough 
in February, 1881, and was regular in his at
tendance on his magisterial duties. He was 
a vice-president of the British Temperance 
League to the time of his death, which took 
place at his residence, Rib bled ale Place, Preston, 
February 7th, 1 88, at the age of seventy-four 
years. 

RoGER MILLER was born at Carli le, Sep
tember 19th, 180 . At an early age he was 
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abandoned by his father, and was placed in 
the workhouse at Blackburn, where he con
tinne<l for some time. Eventually he ran 
away and tramped to Manchester, the journey 
occupying two days and a half. Here he got 
employment in a cotton factory at half a crown 
a week. In 1 37 he was settled in London, 
and followed the business of a hair-dresser, 
when his mind was impressed with the truths 
of the Christian religion, to which he yielded, 
and afterwards became a member of Craven 
Chapel. In 1840 he became one of the agents 
of the London City Mission, and held that 
position till his death. He was an earnest, 
zealous teetotaller, and did good service to 
the cause. On the 5th of June, 1847, he was 
proceeding by rail to Manchester to attend 
his mother's funeral, when he was kille<l by a 
collision at Wolverton station, in the thirty
ninth year of his age. 

Few men are more tried and tempted than 
omnibus-drivers and cabmen, yet some of these 
have, by temperance, industry, and economy, 
with tact and energy, raised themselves to 
positions of trust, wealth, and comfort. An 
apt illustration is given in the British Workman 
for May, 1857. 

JOSEPH POWELL, the well-known six-day 
London cabman, was a man who for years 
had never entered a place of worship, having 
lived a life of dissipation, working all days 
alike. One Sunday evening, when passing 
:ilong Liverpool Street, King's Cross, he was 

arrested by the singing of the children at a 
Sunday-school anniversary. He went into the 
chapel, and returned home a new man. He 
at once began a new life, and by temperance 
and religion became respected and successful. 
Instead of being a seven-da.ys' driver of a 
shabby hired cab, he became owner of sixteen 
cabs and twenty-nine horses, and to en ure 
rest and recuperation of wasted energy both 
he and his horses re ted on the Stibbath
day. 

One of the most useful and successful workers 
in the west of England was THOMAS KENT the 
gardener, who in early life was given to habits 
of dissipation, but was arrested in his wild 
career by a sermon he heard on the prodigal 
son. He became an ardent teetotaller, and 
an active, practical Christian. After his day's 
work was ended he spPnt m0st of his evenings 
in promoting temperance or in visiting the 
homes of working men, carrying them some 
of bis choice plants, or calling to ee bow 
some old favourite was thriving, at the same 
time losing no opportunity of saying a kind 
word or giving friendly advice and gentle 
admonition. Many homes were blest and 
brightened through bis timely efforts, and 
many honest tears were shed when the tid
ings came that good Thoma Kent was d ad. 
Eternity alone can reveal all the good that 
has been done by men whose names were 
little known beyond their own immediate 
circle, but whose "works do follow them." 
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As shown in the works of Dr. F. R. Lees 
::1.nd others, and in the experience of all who 
have studied the history of the question and 
carefully noted its progress, the fact has been 
fully demonstrated that, wherever the tem
perance movement has had fair play, and has 
been zealously and actively worked for a series 
of y ears, the conviction bas forced itself upon 
the minds of its true friends and supporters 
that moral suasion alone would never eradi
cate or r emove the evils of intemperance. 
The great Iri ··h apostle of temperance, Father 

fathew, felt and acknowledged this, and so 
alt:io did the active friends of the movement 
in America. 

In the fifteenth report of the American 
Temperance Union the following striking 
passage occurs:-" The committee feel no dis
position to pass lightly by the evil, or to over
rate the work accomplished. Intemperance 
is most appalling in our land. Its enginery 
is tremendous. The capital invested in the 
t raffic it is impossible to estimate. .Jfo1·al 
snasion lias well-nigh done its work." 

In addressina the legislative society of 
I assachnsetts, S. C. Allen, a veteran reformer, 

said: "Little rnore coitld be done without rnore 
efficient legislation." 

Thus the necessity for legislation on the 
subject forced itself upon the minds of men 
of thought and earnest purpose, and the cry 
of "No license J" was raised in several of the 

municipalities of Mame, Georpa, Massaclrn
setts, Connecticut, &c., and tle number of 
licenses were greatly reduced. 

In 1839 action was commenca:l by a gentle
man whose name is almost as ftmiliar to the 
active friends of temperance in G1•eat Bl'ila.iu · 
and Ireland as it i to the Anericans them
sel ve . Who, having seen and leard the Ho11. 
N eal Dow, the father of the Mtine Law, does 
not with pleasure remember the genial smil
ing countenance and agreeabb manners of 
this earnest, devoted, and e~rgetic friend 
and advocate of temperance am prohibition? 

N EAL Dow was born at Portand, the capi
tal of the state of Maine, Anerica, March 
20th, 1804. His parents wen members of 
the Society of Friend ·, and his father, Jo iah 
Dow, who lived to the age of ninety-three, 
was in business as a t anner. A)stinence from 
ardent spirits being the rule of ~he household, 
Neal Dow embraced the princi1le with ardour 
and intelligence, and b ecame 01e of the early 
and zealous adherents of the tenperance move
ment in America. 

Neal was put to bis fathe1s business, a; 
an assi taut, and afterwards le became pro
prietor of one of the largest tmneries in tlL 
·tate of Maine. Keen in his pu-cepti ve facul
ties, Neal Dow was not slow co see the full 
force of total abstinence, and ~rruly a. sisted 
in the promotion of the Mai1e Temperance 
Union and other efforts. J\fr. Dow was also 
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an active worker in the Wasbmgtonian move
ment, and in fact in every other effort to re
lieve his country from the curse of intemper
ance. 

A circumstance occurred, however, which 
stirred his whole faculties, and led him to pon
der over the subject. In 1839 he succeeded 
in inducing the aldermen of Portland, Maine, 
to ref er the question of "license or no license" 
to the decision of the citizens, when the result 
was 599 votes for " license," and 564 for "no 
license," or a majority of 35 votes in favour of 
licensing. Nothing daunted by this result he 
kept "pegging away," and in 1843 another 
effort was made to ascertain the opinions of 
the citizens of Portland. The result this time 
was that a majority of 440 votes decided that 
the traffic in intoxicating liquors should be 
treated as au illegal pursuit. Now the battle 
commenced in earnest. 

During this period of four years the Wash
ingtonian movement was doing a grand moral 
work in America, and few men laboured with 
more earnestness and enthusiasm than did 
Mr. Dow, but he saw clearly that unless the 
temptations to drink were removed out of the 
way the work would he almost in vain, and 
therefore, heedless of the heavy odds against 
him, he took decided action, and became the 
recognized "apo tle of prohibitiou." 

In a paper contributed to the Irish Templm· 
for August lst, 1877, the Rev. Robert Pater
son, speaking of the Maine law and its origin, 
gives the following interesting particnlars :-

"The origin of the prohibitory law for 
l\Iaine interested us much. We said to the 
father of this celebrated measure one evening 
at tea: 'Please tell us, general, did the pro
hibitory law for Maine originate wholly in 
your own mind, and on what occasion did it 
seem to spring up 1' ' I'll soon tell you that,' 
he replied. 'One Saturday night a poor 
woman came to my house, beseeching me to 
go and intercede with a publican on her 
behalf. Her husband drank heavily, and left 
the most of his money with that publican 
'veek after week. She had asked him with 
tears not to give her husband any more drink. 
He disregarded her tears and misery, and she 
came to me to go and plead for her. I went 
at once to the rum-seller. He not only turned 
a deaf ear to my solicitations, but also, 
although I was mayor at the time, became 
impudent, telling me that 'be was licensed to 
sell, that he had no business with the private 

affairs of his customers, and that he would 
continue to sell to whomsoever C.:'tme to buy!' 
My soul,' said the general, 'was stirred 
within me, and looking in bis face I said, 
'By the help of God, I'll change that law.' 
I came home and prayed. That night on my 
bed the prohibitory liquor law in all its essen
tial features rose up distinctly in my mind. 
The legislature for the state was then sitting. 
By the following Saturday I had the bill 
shaped, and appeared before them. I wa 
told that I must have it printed and on the 
table before them by nine o'clock on Monday 
morning, else they could not entertain it for 
that session. It was printed on Saturday 
evening after working hours, and was in the 
bands of honourable members on Monday 
morning. 'It seems a reasonable bill,' they 
said. It was read and considered clause by 
clause, once, twice, the third time, aud passed 
with only one dissenting voice.'" But it was 
not passed so easily by the senate, for they 
threw it out in 1844 (the first time it was 
before them). 

Not disheartened, the agitation was carried 
on for two more years, and in 1846 a law 
was passed pronouncing the common sale 
of intoxicating liquors totally illegal. It was 
hardly what Mr. Dow desired; he called it 
"the first blow only" tLat would be struck 
against the drink traffic in the tate of 
Maine. In 1849 a new bill was introduced 
and passed both houses, but was vetoed by 
the governor. Next year Mr. Dow brought 
in a bill of his own drafting, which was lost 
in the senate by a tie vote. In 1851 be was 
elected mayor of Portland. On the 25th 
of May be again introduced his bill, and 
after being strongly opposed, it passed the 
lower house by eighty- six votes to forty, 
and the senate by eighteen votes to ten. The 
governor signed it on the 2d June, 1851. ~1r. 

Dow was now placed in a peculiar pcsition. 
As mayor he would have to see to the en
forcement of his own measure, but by tact 
and gentleness he succeeded in almost ban
ishing the traffic from Portland . The results 
were so happy that other towns were led to 
enforce the new law, and with similar results; 
wherever the authorities did their duty, pub
lic sentiment sustained the law. 

Animated by the success of prohibition in 
Maine, other states and territories took actiou 
to secure the passage of a similar law, and in 
March, 1852. a law uassed both houses of the 
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legislature of Minnesota, with a proviso that it 
be submitted to the people, and they at once 
gave it their sauction, so that it became the 
law of the territory. In the same month, viz. 
March 7th, 1852, a similar law was passed for 
Rhode I land, and in May, 1852, the govern
ment of Massachusetts, after considerable ex
citement and the receipt of monster petitions, 
passed the Maine Law, with certain stipula
tions for the manufacture and use of alcoholic 
liquor for all necessary and useful purposes. In 
January, 1 55, it wa · amended by the addi
tion of a section relating to the seizure of 
liquor, and certain stringent peualties, includ
ing a clause making the seller liable to be 
ued by the wife of the drinker, when dam

ages could be proved to be the result of his 
driuking. 

In December, 1852, Vermont obtained this 
protective law, aud Michigan soon followed 
suit. In March, 1854, a prohibitory law passed 
the New York legislature with large majori
ties, uut was vetoed by Governor Seymour, 
and this action on his part lost him his office 
at the next election. In March, 1 55, the 
question was again brought in, a prohibi
tory bill was la sed by large majorities, and 
on April 3d Governor Myron H. Clark at
tached his signature. On the th of February, 
1 55, the state of Indiana also passed a pro
hibitory law, and on the 12th of April, 1855, 
Iowa by law declared the common sale of in
toxicating liquors a nuisauce that ought to be 
prevented. On the lOth of March, 1855, the 
legi lature of ·Wisconsin had passed a similar 
law, but it was vetoed by the governor. 

To save themselves from being invaded by 
the rum-sellers and rum-drinkers of Iowa, 
who could easily cross into their territory, the 
people of Nebraska adopted prohibition; and 
on the 13th of August, 1855, the last of the 
New England states, New Ham psbire, declared 
for prohibition. This was considered a great 
victory, as the two previous assemblies had 
passed the bill, but the senate in both instances 
negatived it. 

By this time thirteen states had by law 
branded the traffic in intoxicating liquors as 
one dangerous and inimical to the well-being 
of the community. The result was a remark
able change in the condition of the people. 
All the powers of the liquor interest, how
ever, were brought to bear upon the question, 
and in some cases successful attempts were 
made to secure the repeal or rnodification of 

what was commonly denm1inated the Maiue 
Law. This law was not unif rn: in the several 
states, although the prin!iple -was the same. 

The enemies of the lavr in th~ state of New 
York carried the matt · into the ·Court of 
Appeal, and on the 29th of :\1ai:ch, 1856, that 
court decided that the law was unconstitu
tional, on the ground faat till various pro
visions, prohibitions, an( pena:ties contained 
in the act substantially d ~stroyEd the property 
in intoxicating liquors 1lnad; possessed, in 
violation of the terms a:id 'pi~it of the con
stitutional provisions; and al that no dis
crimination was made ·)etveen liquors pos
sessed and those which :nif'ht hereafter come 
into possession. Five o'. the judges united in 
this decision (;et for diff ·ent reasons) aud 
three judges dissented. I mE<liately the de
cision of the court was mtde known a new 
bill was introduced i to boih houses, but 
failed to pa s, the anti-slav~ry question being 
then the one absorbing :op.c. 

The laws of Michigan an1 Delaware, which 
were imilar to the la ol New York, were 
the same year declared consti~utional by the 
supreme courts of those 'ta~es. In the spring 
of 1856 the state of Ma e also witnessed 
disaster, for the legislakre ~epealed the Maine 
Law-which had run well :or fiv years-a.nd 
established license. Thi3 vdo:y for the liquor 
traffic was but short-liv d, for in the autumn 
the temperauce reformus mc~eede<l in elect
ing a temperance legislaturj. (American Cen
tennial Temperance Vclime, 1877, pp. 474-
47 .) 

As in all other stage of temperance effort, 
so also in this, time and axrerience were neces
sary to enable the princip1 of prohibition to 
grow and develop itself, md to successfully 
cope with the formidable cpposition it bad to 
encounter. A huge an1 p:ofitable monopoly 
is not easily swept asi · e, 11nd all the wealth 
and influence of the traffic vas brought to bear 
upon the efforts of the tenperance reformers. 

That the action taken by N Eal Dow and his 
friends was endorsed by some of tb~ best 
friends of the movemrnt in other states, is 
clearly proved by the utte:an~es of such men 
as Lucius Manlius Sargent:au;hor of the early 
and popular American Tenperance Tales, anti 
others. 

One of the most brilliart and popular tem
perance orators that ever stood on the ros
trum was E. H. UNIAC of BCBton, whose life 
was one continuous strugg.e. He had been a 
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victim to drink, and suffered untold agony in 
his efforts to combat the appetite. The last 
year of his life was an agonizing warfare 
against the demon; weeks of soberness, then 
a yielding to temptation, followed by the 
faithful watchings of friends. " Those whc. 
knew him best, loved him most." He died 
on the 2lst October, 1869. 

Of the many champions of prohibition in 
America we may mention J ~mes Black of 
Pennsylvania; A. M. Powell of New York; 
W. H. Burleigh of Brooklyn; Rev. G. Clay 
Smith of Ohio; William J. Groo, of Middle
ton, New York; and the Hon. Henry Wilson 
of Ma sachusetts. 

W. H. BURLEIGH of Brooklyn was one of 
the earliest champions of the temperance 
cause, editing temperance papers, travelling 
secretary and lecturer of the New York State 
Temperance Society, and a poet of no mean 
order. His poem, "The Rum Fiend," was 
very popular, being published and widely 
circulated by the National Society. He died 
in Brooklyn, March 18th, 1871, aged fifty-nine 
years. 

During the same year several other early 
and laborious workers were called to their 
reward. On the lst of January, 1871, John 
Tappan of Boston died at a good old age. In 
the same month E. C. Delavan passed away. 

We ha.ve also to notice here the REv. GREEN 
CLAY SMITH, formerly General G. C. Smith, 
who was nominated for president, wa once 
a member of Congress, and formerly a pro
minent member of the National Division of 
Son of Temperance. He became a Baptist 
mini ter, and in 1874 was G.W.C. Templar 
of the Good Templars of Kentucky. 

WILLIAM J. Grroo,of Middleton, New York, 
was an ardent prohibitionist, and at the Tem
perance Electoral Convention of New York in 
1 75, when candidates for state offices were 
nominated, he headed the list. 

The HoN. HENRY WILSON was president of 
the Congressional Temperance Society formed 
at Washington in February, 1866, and did 
much to further the interests of the move
ment throughout the United States. He was 
born at Farmington, New Hampshire, Febru
ary 16th, 1812; removed to Natick, Massa
chusetts, when twenty-one, to learn the art of 
shoemaking, after which he became a master 
shoemaker. He entered the Massachusetts 
legislature in 1840, an<l was for eight succes
sive years a member of that body-four as 

representative and four as senator. In 1855 
he was elected to the United States senate as 
the successor of Edward Everett, wherein he 
continued to serve as senator until 1874, when 
he resigned to take the chair of vice-president 
on the 4th of March. He was a steady, pru
dent, and consistent advocate of total absti
nence principles, and at the time of his death 
was president of the Congressional Temper
ance Society. He died at Washington in 
November, 1875, at the age of sixty-three 
years. 

GERRIT SMITH was born in Utica, March 
6th, 1797, his father being a · wealthy land
owner possessing estates in almost every 
county in the state, and in nearly all the 
states in the Union. In 1818 he graduated 
at H amilton College and studied for the law, 
but did not choose to be admitted to the bar 
until he had attained the age of fifty - six 
years. He supplied large sums of money for 
the removal of coloured people to Africa, and 
in 1848 gave two hundred thousand acres of 
land, in parcels averaging fifty acres each, 
for the settlement of poor whites and blacks. 
During the civil war he strongly sustained 
the Union, and at its clo e he magnanimously 
joined with Horace Greely in signing the bail
bond of J fferson Davis. He spoke with great 
power and wrote effectively in favour of the 
summary suppre. sion of all dram-shops. He 
published several interesting works, notably 
Speeches in Congress, The Religion of R eason, 
Speeches and L etters, and C01-respondence wit!i. 
Albert Eames. He died in the city of New 
York, December 28th, 1874, at the age of 
seventy-seven years. 

The HoN. WooDBURY DAVIS, of Portland, 
Maine, was "a staunch pillar of prohibition 
in Maine," who entered into rest August 13tb, 
1871, in the fifty-third year of his age. 

In 1872 death laid his hand upon the 
Ho . HORACE GREELY, familiarly known a::; 
"Uncle Horace." He was founder ancl editor 
of the Tribune, and from the very first was 
thoroughly with the temperance reform, with 
voice and pen striving to further its inter
ests. Like Abraham Lincoln he sprang from 
obscurity, was cradled in poverty, and worked 
his way up by sheer brain power. He wa 
also excessively simple, democratic and home
spun in manners and dress, full of qmi,int dry 
humour, had intensely warm sympathies, and 
was a staunch teetotaller. 

The Hox. WILLIAM .A. BucKINGHAl\I was 
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one of those who, occupying a distinguished 
position in public life, presented a conspicuous 
and honourable example of total abstinence 
from all intoxicating liquors. For eight years 
he held the office of governor of the state of 
Connecticut, was president of the Connecticut 
Temperance Union, and held offices in the 
church and in society. He died February 
4th 1875, aged seventy-one years. 

In 1 65 a few friends of temperance met in 
New York, and determined to make an effort 
to form an American national temperance 
society so comprehensive and practical that 
all the friends of temperance in r eligious 
denominations and temperance organizations 
could unite. 

Arrangements were made, and a convention 
held on the lst of August, 1 65, which was 
largely attended by representative men and 
women from all parts of the land. There the 
matter was thoroughly discussed, and resolu
tions adopted appointing a "provisional com
mittee" to mature a plan and perfect an 
organization for a "national temperance as
sociation." 

During the course of the discussion on this 
qu stion the Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D., 
of Brooklyn, very wisely and discreetly 
pointed out the necessity for such a union, 
alld the advisability of having a settled pecu
ni ary basis. He observed: "We cannot de
pend upon two or three princely givers" 
(alluding to the munificence of E. C. D elavan, 
H on. W . E. Dodge, and others). "We want 
to build temperance as Rome built cathedrals, 
by a great number of small sums :flowing in 
through rivulets. We want local organizations 
having a centre, with regular gifts, steady and 
constant; not an intermittent spring gushing 
up in ten thousand dollars to-day, followed by 
a drought of five years. We want, I repeat, 
steady gifts, systematically raised and care
fully expended in such an effective manner 
as to tell all through the nation." 

An influential committee was appointed, 
and on the llth of October, 1865, a constitu
ti n was adopted and officers and committee 
elected. 

The following is the object and pledge of 
the society:-

" A rticle 11.-0bject. 
" The object shall be to promote the cause of 

total abstinence f m the use, manufacture, and 
sale of all intoxicating drinks as a beverage. 

"This shall be one hv the nublication and cir· 

culation of temperance litera ure, by the u e of the 
pledge, and by all other methods calculated to re
move the evil from the community. 

"A?·ticle III.-Pledge. 
"No person shall be a member of this society 

who does not sub cribe to the following pledge, 
namely:-

" We, the undersigned, do agree that we will 
not use intoxicn,ting liquor3 a a beverage, nor 
traffic in them; that we will not provide them as 
an article of entertainment or for per-on in our 
employment; and that in all suitable ways we will 
discountenance their use throughout the country. " 

The Hon. William E. Dodge was elected 
president; a number of influential gentlemen 
and clergymen as vice-pre idents; W . A. 
Booth, of New York City, treasurer; T. 
T. Sheffield, assistant-treasurer; Rev. J. B. 
Dunn, temporary corre ponding secretary; 
J. N. Stearns~ publishing agent; and George 
E. Sickels, :financial agent, with a most influ
ential and thoroughly repre entative board of 
managers. 

The National Temperance .Advocate for 
adults, and the Youths' Tempei·ance Banner 
for children and youths, were commenced as 
monthly organs of the society, the Journal of 
the American Temperance Union being merged 
with the .Advocate. 

The first publication of the society, apart 
from the monthly orgau, was a four-page 
tract by the Rev. T . L. nyler, D.D., entitled 
"A Shot at the Decanter" and the first book 
was C'ripture Testimony again~t Intox icating 
Wine. 

MR. PETER CARTER, as ch:tirman of the 
publication committee, with the REv. W . 
w. NEWELL, D.D., CIIARLES JEWITT, M .D., 
DAVID RIPLEY, J. N . STEARNS, corresponding 
secretary, and others, did granJ. work for the 
society. 

The HoN. WILLIAM E. DoDGE, for many 
years president of the K atiom.l Temperance 
Society of America, was for over fifty-seven 
years officially identified with the temperance 
movement. His father, an elder in the Pres
byterian Church in New York dy, was a very 
strict temperance man in the early days of 
temperance societies, and kept a small keg of 
New England rum and gin, which was to be 
dealt out by order of the physicians. His 
apples were made into cider and freely used, 
and some choice Madeira wine was kept on 
the side board for visitors, ruin · ters, &c. He 
lived long enough, however, to become one of 
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the strongest advocates ot total abstinence, 
and his son William was practically a life
abstainer. 

On the formation of the National Temper
ance Society and Publication House at New 
York in 1865 Mr. W. E. Dodge was one of the 
acting committee, and was afterwards elected 
president. He died February 9th, 1883, at 
the age of eighty years. 

CHARLES JEWITT, M.D., was a facetious, 
philosophical, and devoted champion of total 
abstinence principles. In 1826, at the request 
of his father, he wrote an address to the 
authorities of the town of Lisbon, Connecti
cut, where he then lived, in which he endea
voured to show the folly and wickedness of 
granting licenses to sell intoxicating liquors. 
This was written in verse and printed for 
private circulation. Soon after this he went 
to Pittsfield, Massachusetts, to attend a course 
of medical lectures, and while there heard the 
famous Rev. Nathaniel Hewitt, D. D., on 
temperance, and at once adopted his views. 

In 1829 Mr. J ewitt began the practice of 
medicine at East Greenwich, Rhode Island, 
and soon afterwards married a lady who 
bravely stood by him and inspired him with 
hope and faith, in the struggle he had to 
encounter against the liquor traffic. 

In 1 35 he became "a staunch teetotaller," 
and in 1836 wrote an address in verse to the 
liquor-sellers, which was widely circulated. 

In 1837 Dr. J ewitt gave up his practice as 
a physician and became agent for the Rhode 
!~Land State Temperance Society, while in 
1840 he became an agent of the Massachusetts 
Temperance Union, in the interests of which 
he laboured for many years. Like numerous 
others who worked in the cause for its own 
sake, the doctor was often in pecuniary straits, 
and had numerous wonderful deliverances. 
In 1849 H. N. Bigelow, S. Harris, and others 
presented him with a purse containing 1000 
dollars, with which a small farm was pur
chased for him in Millbury, Massachusetts, 
which was his home until 1 54. While hard 
pressed for means to meet his payments a 
generous donation of 500 dollars reached him 
from John B. Gough, and a similar amount 
from L. M. Sargent. He was "a bright and 
shining light in the firmament of progress 
and reform, working cheerfully, constantly, 
and courageously until the time of his death, 
which occurred April 3d, 1879" (Condensed 
from Pen Portraits, pp. 124-130). 

VOL. II. 

On the list of American temperance divines 
and prominent workers we have the REv. 
J. B. WAKELEY of New York, who was on€ 
of the veteran pioneers of total abstinence 
author of the Ternperance Gyclopredia, pub
lished by the National Temperance Society 
and Publication House in 1875. In the pre
face to this work the author says: "Forty-four 
years ago I signed the temperance pledge." 
And the Rev. J.B. Dunn, D.D., says: "As a 
clergyman through a long period of active ser
vice, as a co-worker with various temperance 
organizations, and as an author, be has been a 
most valuable coadjutor in the cause of temper
ance." 

The REv. D. C. BABCOCK, corresponding 
secretary of the National Christian Temper
ance Alliance, formed at Pitts burg, May, 1875, 
gives the following epitome of its nature and 
objects. He says: "The 'object' of the Alli
ance and its 'methods of work' are given in 
the second and fourth articles of the Consti
tution as follows:-

"Article II.-Object. 

"The object shall be to bring the influence of 
the whole Christian Church and all friends of 
humanity to bear directly and steadily again t 
every part of this vile 'liquor system ' until the 
principles of total abstinence and prohibition shall 
universally prevail. 

"Article IV.-JJfethods of Work. 

"It is not the aim of the National Christian 
Temperance Alliance to effect an organization out
side and independent of the Church of Christ, but 
to organize and unite the churches themselve in 
aggressive temperance work; and it is therefore 
expected that the National Christian Temperance 
Alliance and all its auxiliaries will labour zealously 
a.nd persistently, untrammelled by denominational 
preferences, to advance this important part of 
Christian work by private, family, and public 
prayer; by personal effort with those who have 
fallen, and to prevent others from falling; by the 
careful training of the young in the principles of 
total abstinence; by the widest possible distribu
tion of temperance papers and publications; by 
such prayerful and careful use of the suffrage on 
the part of those intrusted with it as shall place 
only good and reliable frienJs of the temperance 
movement in positions of public trust; and by any 
and every means that enlightened and consecrated 
minds and hearts may devise for securing the tri
umphs of this cause." 

At the first anniversary of the Alliance, 
held in Pitts burg, May lOth and 11 th, 1876, 

35 
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an interesting report was presented, showing 
that state auxiliaries had been organized in 
Pennsylvania, Colorado, Iowa, and Nebraska, 
and county alliances had been formed in the 
above states. 

The REv. E. E. SWIFT, D.D., Alleghany, 
1 

Pennsylvania, was re-elected president, with 
the Rev. W. T. Wylie of Chambersburg, Pa., 
and one from each of the other states, as vice
presidents. REV. R. A. BROWN, D.D. of New 
Castle, Pennsylvania, was elected recording 
secretary, and Rev. D. C. Babcock of Arch 
Street, Philadelphia, P a., as corresponding 
secretary. 

Another active worker was the REv. PETER 
STRYKER, D.D., of Saratoga, who for many 
years laboured incessantly amongst the young 
and strove to push forward the work of tem
perance amongst them. He was one of the 
editors of the National Temperance Society's 
publications, an active member of the execu
tive committee, a facile writer, and an eloquent 
popular speaker. 

The REv. J. M. WALDEN, D.D., of Ohio, 
was the writer of a paper read at the Inter
national Temperance Conference, Philadelphia, 
1876, on "The Malt Liquor Question," which 
shows that he was thoroughly acquainted with 
the subject, and was a zealous, vigorous, and 
valuable advocate of total abstinence and pro
hibition. 

The REv. J. B. DUNN, D.D., of Bost.on, is 
one of the later historians of the temperance 
movement in America, and to his sketch in the 
Centennial Temperance Volume we areindebted 
for many of the particulars given in these 
pages. It has only one defect, and that is its 
brevity, nevertheless it is comprehensive and 
intensely interesting. Dr. Dunn has from the 
commencement been an earnest, active official 
member of the National Temperance Society, 
and of other temperance and prohibition or
ganizations. 

The REv. A. A. MINER, D.D., of Boston, is 
another able, zealous, and successful worker, 
and an ardent prohibitionist. He contributed 
a paper to the before-mentioned international 
conference entitled "Is Prohibition the True 
Legislative P olicy?" and to those who have 
any doubts on the question we say-read it, 
as given in the Centennial Volitme, pp. 70-77. 

The REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D., of 
Brooklyn, New York, was born at Aurora., 
state of New York, January lOth, 1822, and 
graduated at Princeton College in 1841. H e 

passed the following year a.broad, writing occa
sional sketches of travel for the newspapers. 
H e visited various parts of Scotland at the 
time of Father Matbew's reception there, 
making an interesting sp~ech at the Glasgow 
meeting. 

Returning to America he entered Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and graduated in May, 
1846. After preaching a short time in the 
Wyoming Valley, he entered upon the pastor
ate of the Presbyterian Ch rch, Burlington, 
New Jersey. Soon aftarwards he became 
pastor of a church in Trenton, New Jersey, 
and in 1853 he accepted a call to the Market 
Street R eformed Dutch Church, New York, 
taking the pulpit formerly occupied by Chan
cellor Ferris. In .April, 18€0, he became the 
pastor of Lafayette Aven- e Church, Brooklyn, 
New York, which becarr.e ne of the largest 
in the Presbyterian Church. He received his 
degree of D.D. from PrincEton College some 
years ago. 

Dr. Cuyler's contributioru to the temper
ance and religious literature of the day are 
numerous and rich, an have been 'videly 
circulated. Only recently h resigned his pas
torate, and took a most affactionate farewell 
of the church and congregation to whom he 
has successfully ministered for o many yeltrs. 

Now, we have not sele ted these clergymen 
of different churches becau e they were more 
excellent than their brethren, but becau e 
they are representative and. accessible. To 
give even the names of all the advocates of 
temperance among the c ergymen of America 
would be a laborious task. Yet we must 
here notice a few who have passed to their 
reward whose names and wark have not been 
mentioned in these pages. 

The REv. GEORGE D ;:rFFIELD, D.D., was a 
leader in the Presbyteria Church, a brave 
champion of true temperar:ce, a lifelong ad
vocate, and an able contribt:.tor to temperance 
literature. He was one of t e first in America 
to adopt the principles, and is said to have 
been "the first who laid their foundations 
deep in the teachings of cripture. To his 
early investigations of the S:!ripture testimony 
on this subject the frien s f temperance are 
indebted for the fulnes of light with which 
this . ubject is flooded." A.n:ongst other works 
of his, Tlie Bible Ride of Temperance, published 
by the National Temperanci; Society, is worthy 
of special commendation. Dr. Duffield was 
struck down by paralysis while making an 
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ad ress of welcome to the Young Men's Chris
ti n Association in Detroit, June 24th, 1868, 
!:lnd carried home, where he died shortly after
wards. 

The REV. GEORGE TRASK was for twenty
fi ve years an earnest and effective advocate of 
temperance, and he was also well known as 
an advocate against the use of tobacco. He 
looked upon strong drink and tobacco as 
twin evils, companions or co-workers together 
against the health and well-being of humanity. 
H e died January 24tb, 1875. 

Th e REv. ISRAELS. DIEHL was a missionary 
who rendered valuable service to the temper
ance cause in America and other countries. 
".A man of quick intelligence, of great moral 
con rage, of fervent religious convictions, be 
carried with him, and defend eel with telling 
effect, often in the face of much personal dan
ger in the presence of its enemies, the banner 
of total abstinence, on the Pacific coast and 
in foreign countries, through which be tra
velled extensively." He died January 4th, 
1875, at the early age of forty-nine years. 

The REv. JonN CHAMBERS, D.D., of Phila
delphia, was another heroic worker who died 
towards the close of 1875. The Rev. Dr. Cuyler 
pays this tribute to his memory: "How well I 
remernb r the t emperance campaigns in which 
we u ed to fight together five·-and-twenty 
years ago. We then called him the ' Old 
Vv arhorse,' and he loved to smell the battle 
afar off and the shouting. His own 'neck was 
clothed with thunder.' The speeches I have 
heard from him in Trenton, N. J., were among 
the grandest appeals for total abstinence I 
have ever listened to." 

The REV. EDWIN L. JONES was for several 
years a district secretary of the National Tem
perance Society, and a devoted Christian tem
perance worker, whose special attention was 
given to the dissemination of Sunday-school 
and other temperance literature. He also 
passed away in 1875. 

The REv. N. S. S. BEMAN, D.D.~ was an 
eminent example of consistent teetotalism, 
and au early and fearless champion of tem
perance. He died on the 8th of August, 
1871, in the eighty-sixth year of his age. 

FATHER TAYLOR was one of the most active, 
vigorous, and outspoken temperance advo
cates in the United Sta.tes. Dr. CharlesJ ewett, 
in his Fm·ty Yea1·s' Fight with tl1e D1·ink De
mon, says: "Father Taylor's name and fame 
bad reached distant states and cities, and dis-

/ tinguished scholars and statesmen would, when 
in Boston on the Sabbath, find their way to 
the Mariners' Chapel to listen to the man of 
the sea, who got his diploma before the mast, 
whose theology was about as variable as the 
wind and the weather, and yet whose earne, t
ness and native eloquence had power to cap
tivate and hold in rapt attention, often for a. 
full hour, the most gifted and highly culti
vated in the land, while bringing tears to the 
eyes of bronzed and hard men, as be cheered 
the desponding, startled the thoughtless and 
indifferent, and awakened in the breasts of 
many of the charmed circle before him aspira
tions for a higher and better life." 

At the session of the New England Con
ference in Newburyport in 1851, Father THy
lor spoke for nearly two hours on temperance. 
A minister who was present says: -

"He charged home upon the drunkard
maker the crimes for which he is the respon
sible agent, and in that long list of crimes he 
found every species of reckle , crnel, and 
abominable villany; and in summing up de
clared that Satan would protest against com
panionship with such miscreants, and would 
regard it as an additional affliction of pnni h
ment to be compelled to receive them ·within 
the precincts of hell." This extraordinary man 
died early in 1 72, aged seventy- even years. 

Believing that the experiences of the war 
had very considerably reduced the moral sen
sibilities, and partially if not wholly destroyed 
the effects of their early training in reference 
to alcoholic liquors amongst thotse who hacJ 
been in active service, some of the friend of 
temperance thought it necessary to take action 
to restore the country to its former position. 
This necessity was felt more keenly in the 
Southern States, where the temperance socie
ties had suffered immeasmably. 

A convention was held in the city of Peters
burg, Va., November 29th, 1865, when it was 
decided to organize a new temperance order, 
entitled "The Frien<ls of Temperance." It 
was confined to white persons only, a separate 
order called "Sons of the Soil" having been 
organized for the coloured people, and is said 
to have "done immense good among that 
class of persons in the South.1' The Friends 
of Temperance was founded as a religious, 
non- beneficiary temperance order, and in 
1876 reported that the Order had spread into 
eleven states, and eleven state councils had 
been organized. 
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From these organizations sprang a similar 
order called United Friends of Temperance, 
having sixteen state councils. The original 
order had about 20,000 members, and the 
United Friends about the same. The two 
principal officers were Rev. George B. Wet
more, of Salisbury, N.C., president, and Rev. 
W. B. Wellons, D.D., of Suffolk, Va., secretary. 
The official organ, called the Friend of Tem
pe1·ance, was published by Rev. R. H. Whit
taker at Raleigh, North Carolina. 

As the result of a circular signed by several 
prominent temperance men, and issued in 
October, 1871, a meeting of representatives 
of the several temperance order was held at 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, November 22d, 1871, 
at which an organization was established under 
the name of the "Council of Temperance," the 
object of which was: "To present a united 
front to the enemy; to harmonize the tem
perance people of all orders; to deliberate 
'and decide upon the most effectual agencies 
for the dissemination of correct temperance 
principles; to counteract the evil influences 
of inconsiderate temperance advocates, and 
repel all connection of temperance orders with 
denominations and political parties." 

Each state body was to be supreme in its 
own jurisdiction, while the several national 
temperance bodies were to exercise control 
over the pa swords and private work only, 
while devoting their labours for the most part 
to missionary operations. 

The fir t officers were J. A. Jefferson of 
Virginia, president; Colonel J. J. Hickman 
of Kentucky and Dr. S. M. Angell of Loni -
iana, vice-presidents, W. E. H. Searcy of 
Georgia, secretary. 

At a convention held in Chattanooga, 22d 
January, 1873, Isaac Litton, Past Most Worthy 
Associate of the Sons of Temperance, in the 
chair," articles of union" were submitted and 
adopted, and the name changed to that of 
"The United Friends of Temperance," with 
a subordinate department or council, consist
ing of (a) THE COUNCIL OF TEMPERANCE, (b) 
THE COUNCIL OF FRIENDSHIP. 

The motto of the Order was Tempei-ance, 
Friendship, and Benevolence, but its member
ship was confined to white persons. 

In 1 75 it was reported that the Order was 
firmly established in Georgia, Alabama, 1-is
si ippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Illinois, Ken tuck), and Tennessee. 

In January, 1872, MR. J. K. OsGoon, of 

Gardiner, Maine, inaugurated a reform move~ 
ment among the drinking men f that town. 
He was himself a reformed drunkard. In 
fifteen years he had run down from the 
moderate, fashionable drinker f wine to the 
constant and immoderate drinker of whisky 
and rum. From a respectable business man 
he became gradually reduced to poverty and 
sorrow. In Augu t, 1871, he found himself 
without friends, out of busines~, and his last 
dime spent for whisky. On returning home 
in that condition late at night the sight of 
the wretched condition of his wife and home 
caused him to think, and then to resolve that, 
God being his helper, he would never drink 
again. A few months later he ought out an 
old chum, a lawyer, who had be.::ome as much 
demoralized by drink as hims~lf, and after 
much entreaty he induced him to break oft 
drinking and to sign the pledge. Mr. Osgood 
then drew up the following invitation:-

" REFORMER'S MEETING. 

" There will be a meeting of reformed 
drinkers at City Hall, Gardiner, on Friday 
evening, January 19th (1872), at 7 o'clock. A 
cordial invitation is extended t all occasional 
drinkers, constant drinkers, har drinkers, and 
young men who are tempted to drink. Come 
and bear what rum has done for u ." 

The meeting was a great su ce s, eight of 
their old drinking companion signed the 
pledge at the close and agreed t join them. 

They then organized the Gardiner Reform 
Club, and soon had one hundred of their 
drinking companions enrolled among its mem
bers. The movement awakened much interest, 
especially among those addict to drinking 
habits, and clubs multiplied ra1°idly; in a few 
months their membership had reached uearly 
20,000. In June, 1873, Mr. Osgood went out 
under the auspices of the Mass·chusetts Tem
perauce Alliance, dividing his h.bours for the 
year between the states of Maine and Mas a
chusetts. He orgauized about forty clubs in 
Ma sachusetts, and assisted ly Mr. Drew, 
one of his converts, organized over a hundred 
clubs in New Hampshire. 

In the western states of Illi ois, Iowa, &c., 
the reform movement was ina.ugurated and 
carried forward with great si;cces by MR. 
FRANCIS MURPHY, who was rescued by the 
grace of God, and the kindly i!lterposition of 
a Christian brother, from liqu r elling and 
drinking and the })risou cell to do service for 
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Goel and humanity. When hopeless and des
titute in the city of Portland, a good Chris
tian man named MR. STURTEVANT visited him 
in his prison cell, and invited him to a religious 
meeting held in the jail. Here his heart was 
melted, light broke in upon his mind, and 
on the following Sunday he prayed earnestly 
to God for deliverance from sin and the curse 
that bound him. From that time he was a 
new man, and in a speech delivered at the 
International Temperance Conference in Phila
delphia, June, 1876, he told his own story as 
given in the Centennial Volume (pp. 232-235), 
concluding with the following beautiful words 
of Whittier, the Quaker poet:-

"Forever ours! for good or ill, on us the burden lies; 
God's balance, watched by angels, is hung across 

the skies. 
Shall Justice, Truth, and Freed0m turn the 

poised and trembling scale? 
Or shall the Evil triumph, and robber Wrong

prevail? 
Shall the broad land o'er which our flag in starry 

splendour waves, 
Forego through us its freedom, and bear the 

tread of slaves? 

'The day is breaking in the east of which the 
prophets told, 

And brightens up the sky of 'rime, the Chri tian 
Age of Gold; 

Old Might to Right is yielding, battle blade to 
clerkly pen, 

Earth's monarchs are her peoples, and her serfs 
stand up as men ; 

The mighty vV est shall bless the East, and sea 
shall answer sea, 

And mountain unto mountain call, PRAISE Gon, 
FOR WE ARE FREE." 

Mr. Murphy laboured in New England, and 
was for some time president of the Old Orchard 
Beach Temperance Camp Meeting Association, 
thu becoming widely known and esteemed in 
botlil the east and western states. 

Another noteworthy and influential worker 
in this movement was DR. HENRY A. REY
NOLDS, of Bangor, Maine. Dr. Reynolds was 
born in Bangor in 1839, and inherited an ap-

petite for strong drink, which increa ed with his 
years and threatened his ruin. He graduated 
at Harvard Medical School, and afterwards 
served in the Union army as surgeon till the 
close of the war, when he was honourably 
discharged and returned to practice as a phy
s1c1an. The habit of intemperance increased, 
however, with him to such an extent as to 
seriously affect his business and disappoint 
his friends. He made repeated efforts to re
form and failed, then he resolved to ask Goa 
to help him t.o overcome the craving for drink, 
and, just on the verge of a second attack of 
deli?-ium tremens, he knelt down in bis office 
and pleaded with God, promising to publicly 
sign the pledge, which he did two days later 
at a public meeting in the City Hall, held by 
the Woman's Cru ade of Bangor. No sooner 
bad he taken this step than he became a zealous 
worker for others, and in response to an invi
tation given through the daily papers, eleven 
drinking men agreed to join him in forming 
the Bangor Reform Club, which was organizecl 
September lOth, 1874) its motto being, "Dare 
to do Right," Dr. Reynolds being chosen pre
sident. 

He became an advocate of the cause, and was 
successful in organizing upwards of seventy 
reform clubs in Massachusetts up to July 
16th, 1876; and in August of that year he was, 
by unanimous vote, chosen president of the 
National Christian Temperance Camp Meeting 
Association. 

In the reform clubs organized by Dr. Rey
nolds the membership was limited to me11 
over eighteen years of age who had been ad
dicted to drinking alcoholic beverages to a 
greater or less extent; women being admitted 
to public meetings only, ~hilst Mr. Osgood 
and others admitted women to business as 
well as public meetings. 

The common platform was total abstinence, 
reliance upon God's help in all things, and 
mi sionary work to induce others to sign the 
pledge. The movement was a great success. 
It was the means of reforming some thousands 
of drunkards, and in blessing very many homes 
of the people. 
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As in America, so also in Great Britain, 
but to a much greater extent, the advocates 
of teetotalism were buoyed up with the hope 
that m a few years the movement would 
become popular, and that as a natural conse
quence the liquor traffic would cease to exist, 

ecause it would not only be repugnant to 
the community, but become unprofitable to 
the makers and vendors of alcoholic liquors. 
Alas! they soon learned by bitter experience 
that as they plucked up one evil weed and 
endeavoured to plant good seed in the ground, 
others as obnoxious and deleterious quickly 
-prung up in its place; that while they were 
reclaiming drunkards and rejoicing at their 
success, the liquor traffic was daily producing 
new subjects for them to work upon. By 
this experience, therefore, they became con
vinced that if any permanent good was to be 
effected, they must strike at the root of the 
evil, and try to prohibit the traffic that has 
proved to be the greatest possible hindrance 
to our peace and prosperity as a nation, as 
well as the prolific source of untold misery to 
vast numbers of the people. 

The following extract from an essay entitled, 
"How to Stop Drunkenness,'' by the late 
Charles Buxton, an eminent English brewer, 
confirms the truthfulness of the foregoing 
remarks. His statements cannot be charac
terized as the vain and foolish ravings of a 
crack-brained fanatical teetotaller, but rather 
as the solemn utterances of a man worthy 

of some respect and attenti n. Mr. Buxton 
says:-

" It is in vain that every engine is set to 
work that philanthropy ea devise, when those 
whom we seek to benefit are habitually tam
pering with their facultie of reason and will, 
. oaking their brains with beer, or inflaming 
them with ardent spirit . The struggle of 
the school, the library, and the church all 
united against the beer-house and the gin
palace, is but one devel pment of the war 
between heaven and hell. It is, in short, 
intoxication that fills our jails; it is intoxi- · 
cation that fills our workhouses with poor. 
Were it not for this o e cause, pauperism 
would be nearly extinguisl:ed in England. 
Looking then at the manifold and frightful 
evils that spring from drunkenness, we think 
we were justified in sayin5 that it is the 
most dreadful of all the evi~s that affect the 
British isles. We are convinced that if a 
statesman who heartily w: bed to do the 
utmost good to his country ere thoughtfully 
to inquire which of the topics of the day 
deserved the most inten~e force of his atten
tion, the true reply-the reply which would 
be exacted by full deli er.ltion-would be 
that he should study the means by which 
this worst of plagues can be stayed. The 
intellectual, the moral, and ~he religious wel
fare of our people, thei:- n:aterial comforts, 
their domestic happines3, a.re all involved. 
The question is, w_hether mi ions of our coun-
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trymen should be helped to become happier 
and wiser; whether pauperism, lunacy, dis
ease, and crime shall be diminished; whether 
multitudes of men, women, and children shall 
be aided to escape from utter ruin of body 
and soul? Surely such a question as this, 
inclosing within its limits consequences so 
momentous, ought to be weighed with earnest 
thought by all our patriots." 

The only practical and effective solution of 
that very serious inquiry that has yet been 
offered appears in the declaration of prin
ciples of the organization instituted in Man
chester, June lst, 1853, and now known the 
world over as the United Kingdom Alliance 
for the total and immediate suppression of 
the liquor traffic. 

During the course of an address delivered 
in Exeter Hall, London, in 1862, Dr. F. R. 
Lees made the following statement: - " I 
recollect the first meeting of the United King
dom Alliance nine years ago, when I came 
from America to bear my testimony to the 
working of prohibition there. What took 
place before that? A Quaker, an honest, 
humble servant of his Master, now gone to 
his r st, was impressed with the conviction 
that this country was groaning under a tre
mendous burden which was opposing all that 
was good. Mr. Card (the late Nathaniel 
Card) consulted his friends respecting a meet
ing for a Maine Law, and was told that the 
scheme was a wild one. Only in one person
our brother Thomas H. Barker (secretary of 
the AHiance)-did he :find a sympathizer. 
They formed a committee and inaugurated 
this movement, and behold the :r;esults." 

On Tuesday evening, October 25th, 1853, a 
sermon was preached in Lever Street Chapel, 
Manchester, by the Rev. Jabez Burns, D.D., 
of London, from Proverbs xxxi. 5 (first clause), 
"Lest they drink, and forget the law." Next 
morning upwards of seventy members of the 
council breakfasted together in theAthenreum, 
George Street; and at half-past ten a confer
ence was held in the library-hall of the same 
institution for the purpose of conferring on 
the business of the Alliance. The chair in 
the first instance was occupied by Samuel 
Bowly of Gloucester. 

After a short interval of silent prayer-a 
custom practised at all meetings of the coun
cil-the chairman briefly opened the business 
of the meeting. 

Samuel Pope, hon. secretary, read the 

report of the executive committee, which 
stated that the council consisted of more than 
200 gentlemen, residing in every part of the 
United Kingdom. On the motion of J. 
Harvey, M.D., of Dublin, seconded by Rev. 
D. M'Rae, M.A., of Glasgow, the report was 
unanimously adopted. 

Alderman Harrison of Wakefield moved, 
and John Everitt of Luton seconded the 
nomination of the following officers of the 
Alliance: - President, Sir Walter Calverly 
Trevelyan; vice-presidents, Lawrence H ey
worth, M.P., R. D. Alexander, F. Schwann, 
Joseph Eaton, Rev. Wm. M'Kerrow, D.D., 
Rev. Berkeley Addison, M.A., Rev Patrick 
Brewster, Rev. Theobald Mathew, J. S. Buck
ingham, J. Simpson, J.P., J. Haughton, 
John Hope, Rev. Dr. W. Urwick, S. Bowly, 
Rev. J abez Bnrns, D.D., Rev. Dr. Bates of 
Glasgow, W. H. Darby, 'Wales; executive 
committee, Wm. Harvey, Nathaniel Card, 
Samuel Pope, Rev. James Bardsley, M.A., 
Rev. Thomas Hacking, John Riley, W . Rowe, 
H enry Dixon, John Banning, Dr, Hudson, 
J. Inglis, Rev. Owen Jones, and J. E. Nelson. 

After a short address from the president, 
Mr. Lawrence Heyworth read a paper on 
"The Delusion of the Drinking System;" 
Rev. Dr. Perry of Derby another on the 
"Liquor Traffic, Immoral and Indefensible; " 
and a third was read by Dr. Henry Mudge of 
Bodmin on "The Necessity of a Law to Pro
hibit the Liquor Traffic, deduced from the 
actual state of the public-house system of 
Cornwall." 

A resolution adopted at a conference of 
temperance advocates pledging them " to an 
uncompromising war with the traffic " was 
then read, followed by a statement by Dr. 
F. R. Lees, of what he had seen and heard 
while in America of the operations of the 
Maine Law; and J. S. Buckingham read a 
paper on " The Justice, Policy, and Safety of 
a Maine Law for Britain." 

The following declaration of principles
drafted by Mr. T. H. Barker- was considered 
clause by clause, and on the motion. of B. 
Wilson of Mirfield, seconded by W. Willis of 
Luton, unanimously adopted in the following 
form:-

"DECLARATION. 

"The General Council of the United King
dom Alliance hereby affirm and record tbe 
following declaration :-

" 1. That it is neither right nor politic for 
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the state to afford legal protection and sanction 
to any traffic or system that tends to increase 
crime, to waste the national resources, to cor
rupt the social habits, and to destroy the health 
and lives of the people. 

"2. That the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
as common beverages, is inimical to the true 
interests of individuals, and destructive of the 
order and welfare of society, and ought there
fore to be prohibited. 

"3. That the history aud results of all past 
legislation in regard to the liquor traffic abun
dantly prove that it is impossible to satisfac
torily limit or regulate a system so essentially 
mischievous in its tendencies. 

" 4. That no considerations of private gain 
or public revenue can justify the upholding of 
a system so utterly wrong in principle, suicidal 
in policy, and disastrous in result, as the traffic 
in intoxicating liquors. 

"5. That the legislative prohibition of the 
liquor traffic is perfectly compatible with 
rational liberty, and with the claims of justice 
and legitimate commerce. 

"6. That the legislative suppression of the 
liquor traffic would be highly conducive to the 
development of a progressive civilization. 

"7. That, rising above all class, sectarian, 
or party consideration, all good citizens should 
combine to procure an enactment prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating beverages, as affording 
efficient aid in removing the appalling evil of 
intemperance." 

Resolutions authorizing the appointment of 
lecturers and other agents, the formation of 
auxiliary bodies, the offering of a prize of 
£100 for an essay on the legislative suppres
sion of the liquor traffic, the preparation and 
circulation of tracts, and raising a fund of 
£2000 to defray the expenses of the first year's 
agitation, were unanimously passed. 

The hon. secretary announced that up to 
that morning upwards of £600 had been pro
mised towards the £2000 proposed to be raised. 
On the suggestion of J.E. Nelson subscription 
papers were sent round to the members of the 
council. present, and in a few minutes addi
tional subscriptions were announced sufficient 
to raise the um to£ 47, 12s. 6d. 

Two other papers were read-one by the 
Rev. Dawson Burns on "What the Alliance 
Is and Is Not," and tbe other by John Leech, 
M.D., of Glasgow, on" The Policy of Confining 
and Treating Drunkards as Lunatics." Three 
other papers were not read for want of time; 

these were, one on "The Irllumce of Drinking 
Houses on Associations ofWtrking Men," by 
John J or.dison of M'.dclleslorrugh; another on 
"The Acts and Proceedng ·of the Recent 
Session of Parliam nt, i1voving the prin
ciples of the Maine Law,' by John Taylor of 
Middlesborough (~brwarls cf London); and 
the third on "The Legishtiv1 Suppression of 
the Liquor Traffic, in hamoiy with the ad
vanced spirit of t e age am promotive of 
general prosperity," by Jo n J:veritt of Luton. 

A public meeting was ielc in the evening 
in the Corn Exchange, wlich was crowded in 
every part long before tle tme for opening 
the proceedings. i...:ir Water Trevelyan pre
sided, Mr. Pope read tie ~esolutions, &c., 
agreed on at the mornii:g atting, and ani
mated speeches were delirer;,d by Dr. F. R. 
Lees; J. S. Buckirgham Bev. L. Panting, 
M.A., vicar of Chebsey; lev Benjamin Par
sons of Ebley; W. Willis lliv. Henry Gale, 
B.C.L.; Rev. Fergus Fe~usm of Glasgow; 
Rev. Jabez Burns, D.D.; ". ]owly; and Rev. 
D. M'Rae. The whole of the resolutions 
were carried unanimous} anl with great en
thusiasm (National Tempeanw Chronicle, De
cember, 1853). 

The constitution of the llance, which was 
adopted on its formation, .nd remains almost, 
if not quite intact, is:-

"I. TITLE.-Thi~ assocatbn shall be de
nominated the 'United Kng om Alliance.' 

"II. 0BJECT.-The ob~ct of the Alliance 
shall be to call forth and drect an enlightened 
public opinion to procure the total and im
mediate legislative suppDssim of the traffic 
in all intoxicating Iquorsis beverages. 

"III. MEMBERSHlP.-~l p~rsons approving 
of its object and crntribtting annually to its 
funds shall be deemed nembers of the Al
liance. 

"IV. MANAGEMl!NT.-"heAlliance shall Le 
under the direction of a resident, Vice-Pre
sidents, General Council, :nd Executive Com
mittee. 

"V. ELECTION 03' 0FFI:ERS.-The General 
Council shall be au5mentd to any extent and 
in any manner the Execuive Committee may 
direct. The Presi ent, ice-Presidents, and 
Executive Committee shal re elected at the 
meeting of the Gen~ral c,uncil, to be held in 
the month of October i1 eich year. The 
Executive Committee shal consist of mem
bers of the Genera. Corneil, and shall meet 
as often as may be -eemec ex_ edient to adopt 
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and cany out all advi able means for promot
ing the ob jects of the Alliance. 

"VI. LrABILITIEs.-Membersof the General 
Councnl as such shall not be held liable for 
any debt contracted on behalf of the Alliance; 
and no funds of the association shall be dis
bursed, nor any liability incurred, except under 
a minnte of the Executive Committee. 

"VIJ. GE.NERAL BAsrs.-The Alliance, bas
ing its proceedings on broad and catholic 
ground!.s, hall at all times recognize the ulti
mate dlepeodence for success on the ble sing 
of Almighty God." 

Its eneral operations are thus stated:
"The ouncil of the Alliance set themselves 
vigorously to the work of enlightening the 
public mind, of creating a correct public senti
ment upon the liquor traffic, and of organizing 
the same, so as eventually to embody it in a 
legislative enactment. The methods adopted 
by the Alliance to promulgate its principles 
and pn mote its objects are: (1) Lectures and 
public meetings; (2) essays, tracts, placards, 
hand-bilL, and periodical publications, includ
ing a we kly organ, the Alliance News, price 
one penny; (3) petitions and memorials to 
parliament, to government, to local authori
ties, and to religious bodies; (4) house-to
hon e canvas e , to a certain the opinions of 
heads < f families and other adult members; 
(5) conferences of electors, ministers of reli
gion, Smnday-school teachers, the medical pro
fe ~ion ,, and other important bodies." 

Upon th e basis above described, and under 
the iusjpir tion derived from the success of the 
Maine-law agitation in America, the United 
Kingdom Alliance was established, and up 
to the present time it has persistently and 
earnestly laboured to accomplish the obj ect 
m view At fir t many of the half-hearted 
friends of temperance looked upon it with 
distrust, a nd in some instances with iealous 
fear; hut in time much of that feeling wore 
away, amd most of the active friends of tem
perance became its ardent supporters, 

The United Kingdom Alliance never had 
any pled e or test of membership bearing 
upon t lhe personal habits of its members, or 
affectin,g their religious creed or political 
op1mon•N · It invites the co-operation of all 
good ci tiziens, whether ab tainers or not. It 
has but; one object, the annihilation or total 
suppre :sion of the liquor traffic by a law 
enacted by parliament and enforced by public 
opinion anned with executive power. The 

legal power which it seeks is that which will 
enable parishes, townships, or districts, as soon 
as a majority of two-thirds-or such other 
majority as may be determined upon by par
liament-of the ratepayers or others voting 
upon the question so determined, to entirely 
prohibit the common sale of intoxicating 
liquors within their own immediate parish, 
township, or di trict. And when such vote 
bas been taken in favour of veto or prohibition, 
the magistrates or other licensing authority 
shall have no power to issue any license for 
that district, parish, or township. By this 
means the law would only be put in force 
where public opinion bad been brought up to 
the standpoint required, hence the agitation 
for what is known as " Direct Veto" or 
"Popular Control,'' which would leave the 
question of licensing, &c., jnst as it is in au 
districts where the law was not adopted. The 
Alliance most strenuously opposes all exten
sion of facilities for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors; whilst it welcomes, and aids as far 
as possible, every measure for limitation or 
reform of the licensing system, but it can 
neither initiate nor directly promote any mea
sure short of total prohibition, as that is its 
real aim and object. 

Branches or auxiliaries were formed in dif
ferent parts of the country, the Rev. John 
Hanson being the first superintendent of the 
London district. Mr. John Sergeant, who 
finally settled down at Southport, was an ear
nest, energetic, and acceptable agent and lec
turer for the Alliance during the first twenty 
years of its operations, and was successful in 
enrolling large numbers of members. 

JOHN SERGEANT sprang from an old Pres
tonian stock; his father and grandfather were 
freemen of that town, their ancestors being 
yeoman farmers who bad been residents in 
the borough for generations. John was born 
in Preston in the year 1828, and signed the 
pledge in 1844. He became an active member 
of the Preston Young Men's Total Abstinence 
Society, and one of the committee. Under the 
training of Messrs. Joseph Livesey, Henry 
Bradley, and others he soon became an ac
ceptable speaker, and often addressed meetings 
in the Old Cockpit. On the position of town 
missionary for Rochdale becoming vacant, Mr. 
Livesey urged young Sergeant to become an 
applicant. He did so with succe , and laboured 
there with great acceptance for about two years. 

He becam e an extensive and careful reader 
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on every phase of the temperance movement. 
On the formation of the Alliance iu 1853 he 
readily grasped its principles and aims, and 
regarded the movement as a timely and neces
sary step of which he heartily approved. 

At a public meeting held at Rochdale, pre
sided over by Dr. Perry of Wakefield, author of 
a. pamphlet on Prohibition, Mr.John Sergeant 
made such an excellent speech that the execu
tive committee of the Alliance at once engaged 
him as their agent. This position he held with 
credit to himself and advantage to the Alliance 
for over twenty years. About the year 1864 
Mr. Sergeant took up his residence at South
port, and opened the Alliance Temperance 
Hotel, the only hotel in that town which has 
not changed hands for twenty-five years. After 
his retirement from the Alliance agency he 
entered the town-cou~cil, and in time was 
elected alderman, &c. He died Nov. 13th, 
1890, aged sixty-four years. 

In the year 1854 the executive of the Al
liance offered a prize of one hundred guineas 
for the best, thirty guineas for the second 
best, and twenty guineas for the third best 
es ay, in illustration and enforcement of the 
propositions contained in the declaration of 
the general council of the Alliance adopted 
October 26th, 1853. The Rev. Dr. W. M'Ker
row, Rev. B. Addison, M.A., and Mr. R. Hil
ditch, barrister-at-law, were the adjudicators. 
On the 24th of March, 1856, they announced 
that the first prize had been awarded to the 
essay of Dr. F. R. Lees, entitled An A 1·gu11ient 
for the Legislative Prohibition of the Liquor 
Traffic; the second to that of the Rev. W. 
Buchanan, B.A.; and the third to that of the 
Rev. Henry Tarrant; with a recommendation 
that twenty guineas additional be paid to the 
author of the second prize essay. 

Dr. Lees' essay was published in September, 
1856, and had a remarkable sale. The essay 
was followed by a sequel containing answers 
to a hundred classified objections, and subse
quently by a supplement and ·index to the 
whole work. This work was hailed as an in
valuable boon by the friends and advocates 
of the Alliance, and became a complete ar
moury for the student of temperance prin
ciples. In 1864 Dr. L ees' prize essay was 
published in an abridged form as The Con
densed Argiiment /01· the L egislative P1·ohibition 
of the L iquor Traffic, and being sold at a 
merely nominal price, it hau a very large cir
culation. 

On the 8th July, 1854, the irst number of 
a. weekly paper was publishel, ·Jearing the 
name of Tlie Alliance, and on ; uly 28th, 1855, 
it came out in an enlarged formas I'he Alliance 
Weekly News. With certain noafications it 
has appeared weekly up to d.te, and is now 
a widely circulated, well condlCtel, and valu
able publication entitled T/ie lllictnce News. 

In 1858 the :first number )f 1 high-class 
quarterly magazine, entitled Meliora, was 
issued by the Alliance, and wa3 continued 
until 1868, when it was fomd :iecessary to 
bring it to a termination for wa:it of proper 
support. From first to last ii wts all it pro
fessed to be, every number 1oniaining ably 
written and valuable article bro.ring either 
directly or indirectly upon the temperance 
question. 

The executive of the Alliarne V1ere not long 
in discovering that they hal difficulties to 
encounter, and hard battles tofiglt with some 
of the officials, agents, and slpporters of the 
older organizations. Some d tlese, looking 
upon the Alliance with jealo1s eyes, treated 
it as a formidable rival rather tlun as a friend 
and ally, and refused to giv it ither coun
tenance or support. 

Others thought it was goi.J.g too far, and 
sought to attempt more tha w~s either pos
sible or ad vi able; more partcuhrly that ec
tion of the temperance commrni1y which was 
denominated the "expediency" party, those 
who were abstainers for "exanpb sake" only, 
and believed that the evils of ntemperance 
were produced by the "abns~)I er" exces ive 
use" of what otherwise was ha·mhss and bene
ficial. 

They did not accept the La1caffiire doctrine 
that alcoholic liquors were ba:i. i1 themselves, 
and, therefore, were to be av · del, totally ab
stained from, and their sale p1ohuited. Many 
in Scotland, and some in the uet·opolitan and 
southern districts of Engla1d, were "expe
diency" teetotallers, and thtse were a long 
time before they could be indlCe to have any 
fellowship with, or to recog1izc the "prohi
bitory party" or Alliance mm ai temperance 
reformers, hence the strife a1d ~ontention of 
which we shall have to spe i1 subsequent 
chapters. 

J udgiug from his later w1·itin§S, some have 
thought that .Toseph Livesey of Preston was 
altogether oppo ·ed to legislation in favour of 
temperance principles. Thi~ w think a mis
conception on their part, a h merely con-
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tended that it was useless to strive for legis
lation until the people were educated to that 
p int, and he believed that practical teetotal
is:n. was the first step. 

In a letter to the authot· of these pages, 
bearing date July 3d, 1880, Mr. Livesey said: 
"While we have ten drinkers to one abstainer 
we cannot expect p1·01iibiti'on to be extensively 
adopted. Our people should work as they 
never worked, and instead of "compensation," 
if the drinkers can be induced to cease buying, 
the houses will shut up of themselves without 
compensation. This is the policy we should 
always have pursued. Parliament will be 
right when the makers of parliament are right 
tbemsel ves." 

NATHANIEL CARD, founder of the Alliance, 
was born in Dublin in the year 1805. About 
the age of fourteen he was apprenticed to his 
uncle, Mr. George H. Birkett of Dublin, 
founder of the Warrington, Manchester, and 
other temperance societies in 1830, who was 
much interested in his nephew, and observed 
with pleasure that the lad was a diligent at
tender of the meetings for worship of the 
Society of Friends, of which both were mem
bers. 

In early life Mr. Card gave evidence of a 
serious, active, and benevolent turn of mind, 
and while yet a young man was much con
cerned for the welfare of his fellow-creatures. 
He cheerfully gave up his leisure time to 
visit and relieve the poor in connection with 
the various local charitable institutions. He 
took special interest in the institution for the 
suppression of beggars, by supplying them 
with various useful occupations by which they 
might earn their own living. During the 
ravages of the cholera in Dublin in 1831-32 
he visited, at great personal risk, the dwellings 
of the aftl.icted, many of whom he was instru
mental in relieving. 

As already stated, Mr. Card took an active 
interest in the temperance movement, and no 
doubt he was encouraged in this by his uncle, 
Mr. Birkett. After settling in Manchester 
he soon won the esteem of the people, and in 
1854 the citizens of the Cheetham Ward sent 
a. deputation soliciting his consent to accept 
a seat in the council chamber, which upon 
public grounds he was induced to accept. 
He was not a platform orator, but an earnest, 
zealous, and laborious worker, not only for 
the Alliance but for other good movements. 
He frequently visited London in furtherance 

of the Alliance. He died on the 22d of March, 
1856, at the early age of fifty-one years. 

Of the many friends and supporters of the 
Alliance since the date of its inauguration 
none have been more sincerely regretted than 
its first president, Sm WALTER CALVERLY 
TREVELYAN, BART., whose death took place 
at Wallington, N ortbumberland, on the 23d 
of March, 1879, in the eighty-second year of 
his age. 

In speaking of Sir Walter's demise the 
Alliance News of 29th March, 1879, says:
"Of the many social movements whose claims 
be advocated, there was none in which he 
took such a hearty and continuous interest as 
in that for the removal of intemperance. He 
was an active and sincere friend of every 
phase of the temperance movement, but his 
name is best known as identified with the 
United Kingdom Alliance. He has been 
president of the United Kingdom Alliance 
since its formation in 1853, and to its funds 
he bas always been a most munificent con
tributor. At the meetings of the auxiliary, 
held in Newcastle, he was wont to preside, 
his introductory addre ses on such occasion. 
being in variably brief, but eminently prac
tical. When in its 'day of small thing ' the 
Alliance, in accordance with the ugge tion of 
the late Nathaniel Card, was formed in Man
chester, and a president was wanted, Sir 
Walter nobly accepted the office, undeterred 
by the knowledge of the general ridicule and 
scorn which awaited the earlier movements 
of the organization. As he did not flinch in 
the beginning from thereby making himself 
the laughing-stock of many, so never for a 
moment did the fidelity of his attachment to 
the cause suffer the slightest diminution. 
His powerful aid by social influence, by pen, 
and by purse, could always be relied on. He 
lived to see the infant society in which, or in 
whose object, few men then believed, grow 
under his fostering care to a vast and power
ful organization, the effect of whose teachings 
has already markedly changed the tone of 
public opinion in regard to the liquor traffic, 
and has registered many good results in the 
books of parliament. The first president of 
the Alliance, Sir Walter Trevelyan has till 
now been its only one, and it is with pain 
and grieI that the habit of thinking of him 
in that character will now necessarily be 
broken." 

A writer iu the Li.rgils said : "The death of 
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Sir ·walter Trevelyan will have been felt 
almost as a personal calamity by every one 
who is interested in the cause of national 
temperance. No man could have been better 
fitted than he for the high official position in 
the temperance ranks occupied by the presi
dent of the United Kingdom Alliance; for 
to the lofty enthusiasm of humanity which 
characterizes the ideal philanthropist, he 
united the fine practical insight, the large 
grasp of facts, and the thorough business 
aptitude which in combination are so rare, 
but which must be found in every truly 
statesmanlike mind. Sir Walter Trevelyan 
was not a prominent politician, for he was 
not an ambitious man, and had no desire to 
push himself to the front; but it may be 
safely said that few of his contemporaries 
possessed a more thorough k11owledge of the 
true principles of political action, or whose 
lead might have been more safely followed by 
any yom1g politician just entering upon pub
lic life. It need hardly be said, therefore, 
that his loss will be felt most keenly by those 
who were associated with him in the great 
cause to the promotion of which bis best and 
highest energies were devoted. The Alliance 
could not have had a better president, and 
whoever may be the next occupant of the now 
vacant chair will do well to tread in the foot
steps of Walter Trevelyan." 

After serious deliberation and earnest 
thought, the friends and supporters of the 
Alliance agreed that Sm WILFRID LAWSON, 
BART., M.P., was the most eligible per on to 
succeed to the presidency of the United King
dom Alliance. The feeling was, that irrespec
tive of high social position, family and per-
onal connections, moral character, and supe

rior abilities, his parliamentary career had 
been such that even his bitterest opponents 
were obliged to confess and publicly acknow
ledge his power and ability; whilst the mem
ber of the House of Commons treated him 
with respect and honour. Up to that period 
few men in the House received so patient 
and attentive a hearing, or filled the House 
better than the " witty and logical apostle 
of prohibition." 

Sir Wilfrid Lawson is of an ancient and 
honourable family, which can trace its his
tory back for generations. His predecessors 
belonged to an old family of North of Eng
land gentry, who were lords of the manor 
of Fa.wlisgrave, in Yorkshire, under H enry 

III., and who acquired e tares .n Cumber
land. In 1685 James II. ~on:erred a baron
etcy upon Wilfri<l Lawson o' fall, but the 
title died with the tenth baroret in 1806. 
That Sir Wilfrid, who had no ;hi ren, willed 
the estates to a nephew (i scn 1f his wife's 
sister), Thomas Wybergh, wlo u;sumed the 
surname and arms of L wson. Dying so 
soon after as 1812, Mr. Wilfrid Wybergh, a 
brother of Thomas, succeeced to the estates, 
and he also assumed the su~na:ne 1nd arms of 
the Lawsons. In 1831 M~. Wil1rid Lawson 
(ne Wybergb) was created a ba-onet. He 
was a man distinguished by strmg religious 
principles, and a couragecus am consistent 
allegiance to Christianity. He married a 
sister of the eminent Whig and Pielite states
man, the Right Hon. Si~ arms Graham, 
Bart., of Netherby. She is said b have been 
"a lady in whom was to be fmnd all the 
virtues and talents which invest the female 
character with a twofold lustre nc attraction." 
Their son, Sir Wilfrid Lawson, art., M.P., 
was born at Brayton HaL, CuIDJerla11d, 4th 
September, 1829. Fearing tlu c01taminating 
influences of a public school aid of unre
formed university life, the h.te ir Wilfrid 
Lawson had his sons Wi:friJ. md William 
educated at home; so that whme'\er the witty 
baronet is asked where he ~eceivei his educa
tio11, he replies that he nevar had ny. Latin 
and Greek, &c., were studied ncer a private 
tutor, the Rev. J. Oswald Jac1:so1, afterwards 
an Independent minister, nC. tle author of 
several important religious wa k 

In 185 , as Mr. Wilfrid Lavso1, he became 
a candidate for the parliame1ta-y represen
tation of vVest Cum berlan ',but 'as defeated. 
In 1859, however, he was retuned for Car
lisle in association with hi3 unclt, Sir James 
Graham . Two years after hi eletion he was 
present at the great annual me ting of the 
Alliance in Manchester, and ad:lressed the 
magnificent assemblage in tie Free Trade 
Hall, when he spoke in l:earty pproval of 
the aims and objects of the J\Jliance, and 
characterized it as by far the mrnt important 
political movement of the ciay. 

In 1864 he introduced into tle House of 
Commons a bill known as "The Permissive 
Bill," which was then describ3d ts "a bill to 
enable owners or occupiers of property in 
certain districts to prevent th3 stle of intoxi
cating liquors in such district~." 

In the following year he was 01sted by the 
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vigorous action of the publicans and their 
friends; but the result proved less to their 
advantage than they anticipated, for he spent 
the interval between 1865 and 1868 in ad vo
cating the claims of the Alliance in many of 
the large towns and cities of the United 
Kingdom, thus bringing the subject more 
prominently before the public, and educating 
the electors on the question. 

In 1867 he succeeded to the titles and 
estates of his father, who died in June of 
that year. 

At the general election in 1868 he was 
returned at the head of the poll by his former 
constituency-Carlisle-despite the opposition 
of the liquor trade and others, who did all in 
their power to prevent bis election. He was 
re-elected in 1880, but in 1885 retired in 
order to contest West Cumberland, when in 
his abseuce, through illness, he was defeated 
by one who professed to hold views similar to 
his own on the temperance question. At the 
general election in 1886 he was, however, re
turned as a Gladstonian Liberal for the 
Cockermouth division of Cumberlaud, by a 
large majority. 

The subsequent career of Sir Wilfrid Law
son, Bart., M.P., in connection with prohibi
tory legi lation, will be given in due course 
in later chapters of this work. 

SAMUEL PoPE, Q.C., honorary secretary of 
the Alliance, is a. son of S. Pope, merchant, 
London, and was born December llth, 1826. 
He was called to the bar at the Middle Temple 
in June, 1858, became Q.C. June, 1869, and 
travelled on the northern circuit. Was ap
pointed recorder of Bolton, Lancashire, in 
April, 1869, and became well known as an 
able, painstaking, and impartial adminis
trator of the law. 

He entered the political arena, contesting 
Stoke in 1857, and Bolton in 1865 and 186 , 
each time without success. He is a man of 
wonderful forensic skill and power, an able, 
argumentative speaker and writer, and an 
ardent worker in the interests of the Alliance, 
of which he has been honorary secretary for 
an unbroken period of thirty-seven years. His 
masterly and comprehensive reports were 
amongst the chief attractions of the annual 
meeting of the general council.1 

JAMES H. RAPER was born at Carlisle in 
1820, and signed the total abstinence pledge 

1 For a biographical sketch of T. H. Barker, secretary, 
see \Ol. i. p. 250. 

in 1837. In 1843 he settled at Boltou, and 
had charge of a large Wesleyan day-school, 
afterwards of a private academy. He became 
an active temperance worker, and soon was 
placed upon various committees, including the 
executive of the British Temperance League. 
In 1860 he was induced to become parlia
mentary agent of the Alliance, and in that 
capacity did immense service. As a popular 
exponent of temperance principles he had few 
equals. He was at once an eloquent speaker, 
a humorist, a keen satirist, and a clear-headed 
business man. Mr. Raper visited America, 
Canada, &c., in order to be able to speak from 
.actual personal know ledge of the effects of 
prohibition in these countries. 

On the occasion of his second marriage, his 
friends presented him with "a well-earned 
recognition of his past services" in the sha.pe 
of a handsome silver tea and coffee service 
and a cheque for £1600. The inscription on 
the service was simple but suitable: "Pre
sented to Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Raper, with 
£1600, on their marriage, by friends and co
workers in the temperance movement, June 
25th, 1 80. " The pre entation was made by 
W S. Caine, M.P., at his London residence. 

Another most noteworthy official member 
of the Alliance is the gentleman who has 
for a number of years held the office of 
chairman of the executive council. BE JAMIN 
WHITWORTH, J.P., is the fifth son of the late 
Nicholas Whitworth of Drogheda, Ireland. 
He was born in Manchester, Ma.y 24th, 
1816. In his fourth year he was taken to 
America, where he resided at Philadelphia till 
1824, in which year he was brought back to 
Manchester, and a few months afterwards the 
family removed to Drogheda, where his father 
took up his permanent residence. In 1 32, 
when a lad of sixteen, Benjamin came back to 
Manchester in search of employment, and after 
much difficulty succeeded in procuring a situa
tion in a warehouse, at a salary of five shillings 
per week. 

For six years he struggled on amidst many 
difficulties, and then resolved to start business 
on bis own account in partnership with Mr. 
John Hoole, their joint capital amounting 
to £50. 

In 1842 this partnership was dissolved, 
when Mr. ·whitworth's younger brother 
Alfred, aud subsequently his other brothers, 
Robert and William, went into partnership 
with him. 
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In 1849 his health was so shattered that he, 
acting upon medical ad vice, selected Fleetwood, 
with its sea-breezes, &c., as his future home, 
from whence he travelled backwards and for
wards for about thirteen years. In the mean
time business was flourishing, and he conceived 
the idea, which was afterwards carried out, of 
importing in his own ships cotton from Ame
rica to Fleetwood. The experiment was a 
uccess, and a material help to the develop

ment of the trade of the port of Fleetwood. 
In 1 63 Mr. Whitworth erected, at a cost 

of about £3500, the Whitworth Institute at 
Fleetwood, intended principally for the use 
of the employees of his firm. In 1864-65 a 
imilar but still larger institution was erected 

and opened atDrogheda, where Mr. Whitworth 
had a large manufacturing establishment. The 
total cost of this building was about £4500. 

In addition to the erection of a cotton fac
tory employing over 00 hands at Drogheda, 
Mr. Whitworth was instrumental in forming 
a company to supply the town with pure 
water, and agreed to find half the capital re
quired. He was interested in numerous other 
commercial undertakings in different parts of 
the country. 

From bis infancy Mr. Whitworth was an 
abstainer from all intoxicating liquor , and 
in every effort put forth his desire has been to 
further the interests of the cause. 

He was for many year a liberal supporter 
of the Alliance, contributing the sum of £3000 
towards the guarantee fund of £50,000 for 
the five years from 1865 to 1870, and was one 
of the three munificent contributors of £5000 
towards the £100,000 fund at a later period. 

In 1865 Mr. Whitworth was elected member 
of parliament for Drogheda. 

:Mr. Whitworth was a J.P. for Lancashire, 
and M.P. for Drogheda from July, 1865, to 
1869, and for Kilkenny from April, 18i5, to 
February, 1880. In 1880 he was re-elected 
for Drogheda. 

WILLIAM ARMITAGE, late treasurer of the 
Alliance, is the head of the firm of Armitage 
and Rigby, Limited, of Warrington and Man
che ter, cotton spinners and manufacturers, 
employing about 2000 workers, and having a 
high name in the cotton trade. Mr. Armi
tage's father was one of three brothers, some
wha.t notable in their generation. One of 
them was the Sm ELKANAH ARMITAGE, who 
wa well known in commercial and political 
circles. He was the architect of his own for-

tune, but is said to have had" m i)bred grace, 
an urbanity of manner, anl a quiet modesty 
which preserved him from t e iaults which 
provoked the sarcasm of Hcram Greely on 
the self-made man." He vras no1 only a con
sistent and liberal Congregationa::ist, but also 
an ardent political reformer, tre t usted friend 
of Richard Cobden and J oln ]right, an active 
member of the Anti-corn-'.aw L eague, and a 
leader of Manchester liben.lisn. Sir Elkanah 
filled the highest offices in the borough of 
Manchester-not then a ::it;-md received 
the honour of knighthood br ~he valuable 
services he rendered as its mayo 

ELIJAH ARMITAGE, the rncood rother, was 
sent out with the earlie niss.onaries em
ployed by the London M ' sicna y Society in 
the South Sea Islands. 

The third brother, Mr. Zrn1 ARMITAGE, 
was for many years a dea.co1 o: the church 
in the Sunday-school of wJ.ich hE received h1 
early religious impressio1is. Tle Congrega
tional Church, meeting in Grosvenor Street 
Chapel, Manchester, long leld a foremost 
position among the chur::he3 0: Lancashire 
for its munificent liber' lit:r, t s abundant 
labours, and its large and succesiful Sunday
schools. Foremost amon st these who were 
filled with consecrated zeal wts Mr. Zibi\ 
Armitage, father of the hte treumrer of the 
U. K. Alliance. 

WILLIAM ARMITAGE wa b)rn in 1815, and 
after receiving a liberal e ucGtion devoted 
his energies to cotton spi:rnbg tnd weaving, 
eventually becoming hea.d of a large anJ 
prosperous firm. He was naded in 1837, 
and has been blessed with a .arge family, 
ix sons and five daughters rtill living. For 

a number of years past M: . .lrmitage has 
resided at Townfield HotSe, Altrincham, 
Cheshire, a few miles outsid~ of Manchester. 
He is an alderman and J.P. :or tbe county of 
Chester. Following the exanpl of his father, 
Mr. Armitage became iden.tifed with the 
Congregational church, an.d ha~ long been a 
tower of strength to the Lanca:;hire Congre
gational Union, of which fo.· n:any years he 
was treasurer. He has alsc bien, and still 
is, an attached friend and mp_)orter of the 
London Missionary Societ7 ; chairman of 
Henshaw's Asylum for the H im; and numer
ous other charitable and bmemlent institu
tions continue to receivE h:s mpathy and 
support. 

" He commands universal r pect by his 
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unostentations but consistent piety; he is 
va.lued for his practical sagacity, but by noth
ing does he command higher influence than 
by that bright and cheerful spirit which he 
carries everywhere, and which itself often 
helps to smooth asperities, and to heal the 
differences which must occur in the working 
of all societies. . . It is in the home and the 
social circle that he is most appreciated, and 
it is to old tried friends a.lone that his great 
worth is fully known. Commercial and poli
tical men all honour his worth, in all the 
churches he is held in high esteem, but the 
qualities which endear him to his friends can 
be known only by them. 

"As a temperance r eformer Mr. Armitage is 
best known by his long connection with the 
United Kingdom Alliance for the suppression 
of the liquor traffic, be having for many years 
held the responsible office of treasurer, and 
taken a deep interest in its operations, besides 
being a liberal contributor to its funds. He 
now, most deservedly, holds a place amongst 
the vice-presidents of the Alliance, and his 
son a.nd namesake, WILLIAM ARMITAGE, JuN., 
is an active member of the executive com
mittee." 

ZIBA ARMITAGE, J.P. for the borough of 
Warrington and the county of Lancaster, 
elde t son of Mr. William Armitage, takes a 
warm interest in temperance matters, and 
frequently attends the meetings. He and his 
brother, RIGBY ARMI'rAGE, are the managing 
directors of the Warrington branch of the 
firm's busiuess. He is, also, one of the deacons, 
and treasurer of the Wycliffe Congregational 
Church. 

Another son, the REv. ELKAN AH ARMITAGE, 
M.A., is the popular minister of a large Con
gregational church at Rotherham, and an 
active worker in all the movements tending 
to benefit the human race. 

MR. GEORGE FAULKNER ARMITAGE, another 
son, is a skilful designer, decorator, and wood
carver. The decorations done from his de
signs at the Manchester and Paris exhibitions 
l'eceived the highest encomiums, and the panels 
of the rostrum in Wycliffe Chnrch, Warring
ton, are admirable specimens of his skill as a 
wood-carver. 

It will be apparent to the reader that the 
name of Armitage is likely to keep up its 
pr stige, and is as much as ever allied to the 
be t interests of the church and to the welfare 
of humanity. On the retirement of Mr. Ar-

mitage, Mr. W. J. CROSSLEY of Manchester, 
was elected treasurer, and still holds office. 

CHARLES THOMPSON was born at Morland, 
Westmoreland, November 8th, 1819, and was 
educated at Ackworth School, Yorkshire. Mr. 
Thompson comes of an old Westmoreland 
family, and is able to trace backward in the 
parish records seven generations. He served 
an apprenticeship with a grocer in Liverpool, 
and afterwards took to the road as a com
mercial traveller. Eventually he joined Mr. 
Nathaniel Card in the business of cotton
spinning, &c., at Manchester and Stockport. 

On the formation of the United Kingdom 
Alliance he entered heartily into the work of 
that organization, and has been a member of 
the executive from the commencement (thirty
seven years), being at present its olde t, and 
with the exception of the hon. secy., Samuel 
Pope, Q.C., the only surviving member of the 
original executive. 

In 1873 he contested the parliamentary re
presentation of Bath, and in 1875 opposed the 
return of the newly-appointed judge-advocate, 
George Augustus Frederick Cavendish Ben
tinck, an uncompromising opponent of all tem
perance legislation in parliament. In 1881 Mr. 
Thompson was placed upon the commi sion 
of the peace for his native county, and takes 
a warm interest in all public affairs. He is a 
prominent member of the Society of Friends. 
The temperance movement has not a truer 
friend than Charles Thompson of Morland. 

Amongst the founders of the U. K. Alliance 
was the late JAMES SIMPSON of Foxhall, Ac
crington. He was born at Clitheroe, July 
9th, 1812, and received a superior education. 
He was remarkable for seriousness of mind 
and steadiness of deportment, and inherited 
an ample fortune from his fath er, James 
Simpson, who was proprietor of the extensive 
print-works near Church. Being intended 
for the law, Mr. Simpson pursued his studies 
in London and in Berlin, but conscientious 
scruples prevented him from entering the legal 
profession. He was a whole-life abstainer 
from alcoholic liquors, a most zealous sup
porter of the anti-corn-law movement, an ad
vocate of negro emancipation and the aboli
tion of capital punishment, and the friend of 
every movement that he believed would tend 
to benefit the human race. 

In early life he became a magistrate, and 
continued to occupy a seat on the bench at 
.A.ccrington till within a short time of his 
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death. In 1843 he married Hannah, only 
<laughter of Alderman Harvey of Salford, who 
was also an ardent temperance reformer, and 
a staunch supporter of the U K. Alliance. 
He died on the 3d September, 1 59, in the 
forty-eighth year of his age. 

The REv. ~T oHx HANSON, first Alliance super
intendent of the London district, was au able, 
hard-working advocate. After labouriug in 
and around the metropolis until the autumn of 
1856, Mr. Hanson took charge of the northern 
counties, and advocated the cause with great 
energy and manly boldness. He afterwards 
accepted the pastorate of the United Methodist 
Free Church at Chesterfield, and took the 
over ight of the circuit. On the 30th of De
cern ber, 1861, Mr. Hanson was present at the 
quarterly meeting, and, on account of his ill
bealth, there had been a resolution carried 
that he should have three months' leave of 
absence and his salary allowed him. Mr. 
Hanson rose to return thanks for the kind
ness manifested towards him, but his feelings 
overcame him, he staggered back to his chair, 
was taken home in a cab, and died in about 
six hours. 

As superintendent for Middlesex, and I~on
don correspondent of the Alliance .l'ilews, the 
Ri!:v. DAWSON BuRNS, D.D., has long been 
known to many, both at home and abroad, 
but the true value of his services will never 
be fully known or rightly understood by the 
great body of temperance workers in the 
United Kingdom. Mr Burns is one of those 
ruen whose inner life and guiding principles 
require to be known before a just estimate 
can be made of his labours in the temperance 
cause. 

Dawson Burns was born in Southwark, 
London, in the year 1828, and signed the total 
abstinence pledge in 1839, being then in his 
eleventh year. At a meeting of the Youths' 
Temperance Society in New Church Street 
Chapel Schools, October, 1 40, he delivered 
his maiden speech, and in the following year 
wrote a tract entitled, "A Plea for Youths' 
Temperance Societies," which was circulated 
in tbe neighbourhood. 

Mr. Burns soon became known as a contri
butor to tbe columns of the Weel-ly Temper
ance Journal and .National Temperance Advo
cate. He was appointed, early in 1845, as is
tant secretary to the National Temperance 
Society, and in 1846 became joint secretary 
and conductor of the monthly organ. In 1847 

he entered the Genera: Bapist College at 
Leicester, where he re. ided hr iearly four 
years, and took an acti'e par; i1 the opera
tions of the Leicester Tempo:·aree Society. 
In eptember, 1 51, b remwel to Man
chester. Thel'e he was electcl 01 the com
mittee of the Manches r anc Sdford Tem
perance Society, of which he fttrwards be
came houorary secretary, and Yhe1 the U K. 
Alliance was organized '.n Ma1ch1ster, on the 
lst of June, 1853, he was tlH si.th member 
enrolled. 

In the previous March he lad returned to 
London, and by reque!;t took tl:e secretary
ship of the National Templra1ce Society, 
vacant by the death f the Tuv. Thomas 
Spencer, M.A. On the forma:;io1 of the Na
tional Temperance League i 1 >6 the bon. 
secretaries of the London Te1mermce Learrue 
became the hon. secretaries of tie analgamated 
societies. 

Dr. Burns, however, contimed to edit the 
monthly organ until the end o: till year, when 
it was discontinued. On the 15h of larch, 
1856, the Alliance Weekly .Nevs cmtained hi 
first letter as the London cirrspondent of 
that paper, and he still contribttes in that 
capacity. On the lst Decenbcr, 1856, be 
entered on the offic of met·opilita.u super
intendent of the United Kingdon Alliance, a 
position he has occupied up t( thi pre ent. 

His contributions to the 1 tenture of the 
movement are numerous an v:luable. H 
was one of the editor of tle :Uiternational 
Temperance and Prohibition Ooivention Re
port, 1 62, joint editor with I>r. -,. R. Lees of 
the Bible Temperance Co1nme1ta1•1, which ha 
gone through several editiom, -.as for some 
years editor of The Tempe1·a1ce Vorker, puL
lisbed by G. H. Graham of Mtidtone, also of 
Graham's Temperance Guide anl Year-book, 
and several other production le published 
an able work on Oliristendor1t a id the Drink 
Curse, and another entitled, :Ihe lases of Tem
p erance, and in 1 90, Tempe1ane History, in 
two volumes, which is brim:ul )f facts and 
dates of great value to speakers and writers. 
He has also contributed to tle I mnology of 
the movement. 

JOHN HILTON was born at Brghton, Octo
ber 22d, 1820, his fath er beug t respectable 
tradesman in tha.t town, whffe he family of 
Hiltons had for generation reided. John 
became an ab tainer in 1840, an soon after
ward began to take a.n activ~ in;ere. t in the 
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movement. He promoted the formation of a 
''Friends' Association for Diffusing Ternper
<tnce Information," of which he was secretary. 
Shortly after this he became secretary of the 
Brighton Temperance Society. In 1 51 his 
health failed him, and he had to take rest. 
On his recovery he was invited to a public 
tea in the Town Hall, attended by 400 persons, 
when he was presented with an address and 
a purse of gold. 

Soon after the formation of the United 
Kingdom Alliance Mr. Hilton heartily joined 
it, and on the executive determining to appoint 
district superintendents he made application 
and was appointed for the southern counties 
of England. For about six years he laboured 
successfully in Sussex, Surrey, Kent, Devon, 
Rants, and the Channel Islands. 

He resigned his positiou with the Alliance 
to till a commercial post in London, and pre
vious to removing from Brighton to the me
tropolis a farewell soiree in his honour was 
held in the Town Hall, attended by represen
tatives of almost every sect and party in the 
town. 

Mr. Hilton has given his attention to nu
merous social, moral, political, and religious 
movements, and is connected with most of the 
temperance oraanizations, including the Good 
Templars. He is the author of several excel
lent hymns, melodies, &c., aud has long been 
a contributor to the press. For some years 
past he bas been the London electoral agent 
of the United Kingdom Alliance, and bas 
done good service to the cause. 

On the whole the United Kingdom Alliance 
has been remarkably fortunate in the selection 
of its district superintendents and agents. 
Most of them have been men of undoubted 
ability, sterling integrity, and thorough devo
tion to true temperance principles. In times 
of emergency they have been an unfailing 
source of help, strength, and influence in every 
branch of the temperance movement. 

Another noteworthy fact is, that the execu
tive know when they have a good man and 
how to retain his services, even from periods 
of from ten to thirty years. The Rev. Dawson 
Burns, D.D., John Hilton, William Mart, 
John Paton, J. P. Uran, Robert Swan, Wil
liam Thomas of Bangor, J.M. Skinner, Henry 
Hibbert, C. H. Murray, Hect.or Davidson, 
Richard Coad, E. P. Ridgway, and others, 
have spent the best years of their lives in the 
service of the United Kingdom Alliance. 

VOL. II. 

As a type of the men l:!ngaged _in some of 
the less prominent official positions, we here 
present the reader with a few particulars of 
the life and laboms of WILLIAM FITHIAN, 
now of London. He was born at l\tiauchester 
in 1822. When about nine years of age he 
removed with his parents to Heywood, where 
soon afterwards his father died. At an early 
age William was sent to work in a cotton mill. 
When about eleven years of age he signed the 
total abstinence pledge, and became a frequent 
attender at the temperance meetings, eagerly 
liste11ing to the eloquence and arguments of 
Joseph Livesey, Edward Grubb, R. B. Grind
rod, Rev. Francis Beardsall, William Pollard, 
Alfred Hewlett, and numerous others. 

He next entered the service of a grocer, 
and by industry, temperance, and economy 
saved a little money and opened a small shop 
on his own account, but unfortunately lost all 
he had saved. He then took his own little 
library and became a second-hand bookseller. 
During the years he was in Heywood he took 
an active interest in the temperance move
ment, and was usefully employed in visitatiou, 
&c. He was a warm friend and advocate of 
the Order of Rechabites, and a vigorous 
opponent of public-house clubs. On his re
turn to Manchester he identified himself with 
the Oak Street Temperance Society, and was 
its chairman for a considerable time. He 
also took an active part in the operations of 
the Manchester and Salford Temperance Ad
vocates' Society, and was its president at the 
time of the preseutation to Dr. F. R. Lees in 
1859. 

In December, 1858, Mr. Fithian proposed, 
and with a few friends commenced the Ma11-
chester and Salford Permissive Bill Associa
tion. From its commencement also he was 
an active member of the United Kingdom 
Alliance. 

In 1 63 he accepted the post of agent to 
the J,ondon Auxiliary of the Alliance, and on 
the 23d of March, 1863, was presented with 
a silver medal, a testimonial, and a purse of 
gold, as a recognition of his long and active 
services in the temperance cause in Manches
ter and neighbourhood. 

From the day of his settlement in London 
Mr. Fithian was a zealous worker, and was 
for a number of years proprietor of a well
conducted private temperance hotel. In 1864 
he took an active part in forming and working 
an "Open-air Temperance and Prohibition 

36 
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Union" in London, he being president, and 
Mr. J. Mote hon. secretary. On retiring from 
the London Auxiliary of the Alliance Mr. 
Fithian became an independent advocate of 
temperance, &c. 

In other portions of this work 11otices are 
given of the life and labours of some who 
have been on the staff of the Alliance, viz.: 
Rev. James Wilson, Alderman John Strachan, 
Rev '\V. B. Affleck, George E. Lomax, Wil
liam Thomas, Rev. J. W. Kirton, Edward 
Grubb, John Paton, Robert Swan, and others. 

We can do little more 'than name some 
whom we have known as laborious wol'kers 
for most part of a lifetime, but who decline 
to supply material for a detailed notice. 

.. WILLIAM MART, of Derby, is one with whom 
we liave been personally acquainted for over 
thirty years, and whom we have always known 
as an earnest, intelligent, and faithful temper
ance reformer. 

J.P. URAN was born at Hayle, in Corn
wall, in 1825. Several years of hi early life 
were spent at St. Ives, where he igned the 
pledge of total ab tinence at the age of four
teen. For some years he was a valuable local 
speaker for the temperance societies in the 
district, and was induced to become agent for 
the We t Cornwall Temperance Association, 
and next for the East Cornwall Temperance 
Union. 

He then accepted an engagement as agent 
for the Plymouth Total Ab tinence ociety 
for a year or two, and from thence be went 
to York, where for two or three years he was 
the active and energetic agent of the York 
society He then served the British Temper
ance League for five years, and left them to 
become district-superintendent of the United 
Kingdom Alliance, as it would enable him to 
be more frequently at home. For over twenty
four years he has worked the district, and 
made himself a name long to be remembered. 
His letters to the press are numerous, inter
esting, and valuable. 

Some twenty-six years ago Mr. Uran wrote 
an article on "The Christian Sacrament, 
which appeared in the Temperance Advocate, 
and was afterwards i-epublished as a four-page 
tract. This is one of the most ter~e, able, and 
logical expositions of the subject we have 
ever met with. It deserves to be reprinted 
and widely circulated amongst the churches 
still using the brandied wines of commerce 
instead of "the fruit of the vine." 

RICHARD CoAD wa~ born at Perranarwor
thal, in Cornwall, April ~Ot4 1832. His 
father was a Recha1ite aid is mother . a 
devoted Christian, whom l iclard tenderly 
cherished and cared for til rur death at a 
ripe old age. His f·ther vas captain of a 
mine, but dying early the fanil: became cat
tered; three children croing tbriad. Richard 
helped bis father i the mi1e for a few 
years, and then managed a ~ eptrtment in an 
iron-foundry. 

When Mr. Coad was but i ycntb he visited 
TeLidy Pal'k, Cornw ll, w1eri a gala ha<l 
been organized by the la e \en6.'able William 
Docton of St. Ives. By his )erR.rnsion young 
Coad was moved to make his" naiden speech," 
and with such succe's tha; hJ was carried 
shoulder high all round ;be grouucls, bis 
aclruirers declaring hat le ;vas "a real, 
Cornish-born orator." 

His teetotal friend .. , backtd )y Mr. Docton 
and S. Fox of Falmoutb, ~av1 him no rest 
until be consented to devo;e limself to the 
work, and he went througbmt 1he length and 
breadth of the county prea<hi1g teetotalism, 
a multitude of people ' ignin r tle pledge. He 
afterwal'ds became ageut fer tie Devon and 
Cornwall Temperance Leae; e, labourin(l' for 
several years in the two comtes with much 
success. 

Shortly aft rwards Mr. CoM entered into 
the work of the Alliance, bteoning one of its 
lecturing agents, and maki1g c. name known 
throughout the whole f t:le United King
dom, bis special missiom i1 Manchester 
and many other large towJs )eing remark
ably successful. In July, 1S £. he 1 ft Eng
land on a mi sion to Arntrc:lia and New 
Zealand, and the report t h d are highly 
satisfactory. 

The New Zealand .Afetlicdi"s give a. long 
account of a mission la ti1g tleven days in 
Durham Street Church CiriEtchurch, when 
the large building was fornd to be totally 
inadequate, the Su day- e ·ug congrega
tions being large enough f<r tvo such build
ings. His success was so ~reat that he was 
compelled to prolong his ~isi1, and the de· 
mands for his service were so rn merous that 
he sta.yed amongst the .A.u::tra.faus until the 
summer of 1 91. 

NA'l'HA IEL S11IYTH was lor at Colchester, 
Essex, November 12t , 182~, hs father being 
a. respectable trade man in ihat town, known 

1 as an extensive reader anl ai enthusiastic 
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reformer. At an early age Nathaniel was 
apprenticed as t compositor to the Essex Stan
dard. After c>mpledng his term of appren
ticeship he we1t to London, where for many 
years he was enployed as a compositor. He 
made a prnctie of going almost every night 
to hear some d the great speakers, without 
regard to creed or pa1·ty. His special favour
ites were Brit:> t, C bden, W J . Fox, Car
dinal Wiseman.and Lord .T ohn Russell. After 
helping to collect money for Father Mathew, 
he gave his spe<ial attention to social reforms, 
and travelled ihrough the country lecturing 
upon these snb.ects. 

On the lst of Jammry, 1867, he commenced 
his labours a.t Taunton as an agent for the 
Western Tem~ranc League, and he con
tinued with tlat organization for several 
years. In 187 he visited Liverpool to take 
part in an open.air temperance mission under 
the auspices oJ the Liverpool Temperance 
Union, and made so good an impression that 
he wa. soon after en ged as their agent. 

He left the l"nion to become secretary and 
agent of the Liverpool Popular Control and 

unday-closing Association, and proved that 
he was well ve sed in and able to deal with 
every phase and aspect of the licensing ques
tion being a m~tch f r lawyer , magi 'trate , 
or barri ter. ·, wJ.om he sometimes a toundecl 
by hi· clear exposition of the law. 

He prepared and pu blisbed for the Popular 
Coutrol Association everal very important 
and valuable pa.mphlets, including "The 
Liverpool Drinl Map," showing at a glance 
the enormous unmber of drink-shops in cer
tain localities, and also a series of maps and 
charts showing the number of drinking-places 
(1) in the most unhealthy district in Liver
pool; (2) within 100 yards of St. John's 
Market; (3) within 150 yanls of the Sailors' 
H ome ; and (4) within 200 yards of the Liver
pool Exchange. 

As a speaker Mr. Smyth stood in the front 
rank. He was clear, forcible, and logical, 
while his sarcasm and wit enabled him not 
only to impress his audience, but speedily to 
silence most of his opponents. His last en
gagement was with the Alliance, as superin
tendent for East Lancashire, a position we 
regret to say he was (in April, 1 90) obliged 
to resign owing to ill-health and growing in
firmity. 

HECTOR D.A vrnso::s was born at Auchinleck, 
a village in Ayrshire, Scotland, February 20th, 

1835, and was the youngest of thirteen chil
dren. His father, Joseph Davidson, was a 
collier, and soon after Rector's birth removed 
with his family to Manchline. At the early age 
of eight years Hector began life as a herd-boy 
on an adjacent farm, starting at early morn, 
with a little black bread to serve as food for 
the day, returning at night, in all seasons and 
in all sorts of weather. After being a few 
years employed in this way, he was ent to 
learn the fancy box-making trade. He ha<l 
no opportunity of attending school, yet thir tecl 
for learning, and taught himself to read and 
write. He was practically a life - abstain er, 
but had his attention specially directed to the 
temperance question by his intercour e with 
J arues Stirling, agent for the Scottish Tem
perance League, with whom he shared t he 
same room, and whose lectures ~md conve1· ~l

tions made a deep impres ion upon his youth
ful mind. 

At the age of twenty he removed to Leeds 
aud became a Scotch travelling dra.per. He 
soon took an active intere t in the popnlar 
movements of the day-exten. ion of the fran
chise, the Elementary Education Act, 1 70, 
Plimsoll's efforts in parliament for the benefit 
of our sailors, the American struggle for the 
emancipation of the slaves, aud kind reel sub
jects. In local matters he wa equally inter
ested, and stoutly 1..lefended the right of the 
people to meet and hold public meetings in 
Vicar's Croft on Sundays; but his great work 
was in connection with the tempera.nee cau e. 

In 1 72 he became agent and secretary to 
the Leeds Perrnis. i ve Bill Association, and 
auxiliary of the United Kingdom Alliance. 
In 1 85 he was appointed district- nperinten
dent for the North and East Ridings, and 
the Eastern Division of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. 

He was at his best in debate, and was de
servedly held in esteem for the effective 
manner in which he could deal with facts and 
:figures relating to the tern perance question. 
As a speaker he was pnre and lofty in tone, 
logical in style, and ever ready with facts, 
figures, and illustrations. He died June 19th, 
1890, aged fifty-seven years. 

The REv. RICHARD LAMBERT, of Bolton, 
was the .r orthern superintendent of the Alli
ance, and an able, laborious worker. EDWARD 
N . CHA.RLTO~, of Suuderland, was also a true 
and faithful servant of the cause, retiring 
from the staff of the Alliance to as ist his 
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father in bis business. E. P. RIDGWAY, of 
Salford, was another faithful exponent of the 
Alliance priuciples, a staunch teetotaller, arnJ 
a. genial companion. 

RICHARD ARMSTRONG, of Chorley' hacl l-1. 

most promising career cut short by a raihrny 
accident, which incapacitated him for the 
duties imposed upon him; but we reruem ber 
with grateful sympathy his devotion, and able, 
earnest efforts in the cause. THmfAS CARRICK, 
of Kendal, was another of the Northern agents 
of the Alliauce, who is still an active friend 
and advocate of the cause. 

JAMES WHY'l'E, successor to the late T. H. 

Barker as secretary of the "Gnited Kingdom 
Alliance, has long been known i:i. temperance 
circles as an :tble, genial, and e:i.rnest friend 
of the cause, and a man of large experience. 
- J. A. GrnsoN, the resident statistician of 
the Alliance, bas been so long in the chief 
office, having virtually grown wi:h its growth, 
that he is looked npon by all as a most im
portant part of the official machinery in the 

institution. 
The following table gives th~ date, place, 

and chairman of each annual public meeting 
of the Alliance from its inauguration in 1853 

to the year 1890 :-

Oct. 26 
25 

Corn Exchange, Manchester,. ... .... .. Sir W. C. Trevelyan. Burt. 
Old Free Trade Hall, Manche ter,... Sir W. C. Trevelyan. Bw·t. 
Theatre Royal, fanchester,...... ...... Lawrence Heyworth. Es1., I.P. 

1 50 
1 61 
1 62 
1 63 
1 64 
1865 
1 66 
1 67 
1868 

1869 

1 70 
1 71 

1 
1 v 
1 90 

3 
22 
14 
25 
18 
16 
23 
22 
23 
11 
25 
23 
22 
13 

19 

26 
17 
15 

H 
13 
1:2 
24 

23 

21 
21 

19 

18 
17 

l ti 

21 
13 
12 

11 

9 
22 
~l 

New Free Trade Hall, Manchester,.. Sir G. trickland, Bart. M.P. 
James Haughton, Esq., J.P. 
Joseph Thorp, Esq. 
Joseph Pease, Esq. 
Joseph Crook, Esq., M.?. 
Sir W. C. Trevelyan. B::.rt. 
Sir G. B. Pechell, Bart. 
Sir W. C. Trevelyan, Btrt. 
Sir Robert Brisc , Bart 
Sir G. B. Pechell, Bart. 
B. Whitworth, Esq. , M.P. 
Sir Wilfrid Lawson, Bart. 
vV. R. H .. Callender, jun. , E,;q., .J .P. 

{
Rev. Dr. Temple (Bishop Designate 

of Exeter). 
Sir C. E. Trevelyan, K.C.B. 
The Ven. Arch. Sandfor 1, B.D. 

{
The Dean of Canterbury (Dr. R. P. 

'mith). 
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John l\Iiller, Esq., JI. 
Arthur Pease, E q. 
Hugh l\Iason, Esq. 
Sir Wilfrid Lawson, B.1rt., I.P. 

{ 
The Mayor of Manche-ter (l\Ir. Auel 

Heywood). 
Professor Smyth, l\I.P. 
Sir Wilfrid Lawson, Birt., M.P. 

{ 
The Lord Bishop of Manchester (Rev. 

Dr. Fraser). 
E. S. Howard, Esq., l\LP. 
Right Hon. Lord Clai:d Hamilton. 

{
Lord Bishop of Newcastle (Rev. Dr. 

Ernest B. Wilberforce). 
John Slagg, Esq., I. P. 
Rev. the Earl of l\Iulgrave. 
Sir W ilfrid Lawson, Bart., :JI. P. 

{
Right Hon. Sir U. K ay Shuttle

worth, Bart., M.P. 
Right Hon. Sir W. V. Harcourt, M.P. 
Samuel Pope, Esq., .C. 
Sir George 0. Trevelyan, Bart., M.P. 








