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This piece uses the instruments of the bateria to replicate the soundscape of a steam-powered cotton mill as 
heard in Lancashire from the mid 19th to mid 20th century. In performance, dance choreography by Anna 
Debbage was used to suggest the movements of the cotton mill machinery. The piece was first performed by 
the Worldwise Samba Drummers and Preston Samba Dancers at the Preston Procession of Light (2016). 
 
Variations: 

Tamborims can fill in for repenique and vice versa if necessary.  

If there are no timba, the surdo 3 can instead play the timba pattern. 

If the timba (or substituting surdo 3) struggle to keep in time with their rolling notes in patterns 2 and 3 they can 
miss out the second quaver note in each group of six. 

The pattern 3 surdo 1 and 2 parts can optionally be played closed. This is less climactic but more authentic to 
the cotton mill sound. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 


