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John Weld, a Preston resident who lived from 1813 — 1888, was described as an
antiquary, naturalist and amateur watercolour artist of exceptional ability. In his later years
he devoted himself to studying and recording the local flora and fauna, and in particular
made meticulous records and drawings of the birds he saw on his estate at Leagram,
Chipping. This work features the birdsong of the 92 different species that he lists. The
notebooks are kept by the Harris Museum & Art Gallery, to whom we are indebted for
allowing us access to their archive.

lan Nesbitt and Ruth Levene
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