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BACKGROUND

The Domestic Homicide Project (the Project), based in the Vulnerability Knowledge and Practice Programme (VKPP),
was established by National Police Chiefs’ Council and the College of Policing. The Project was created in May 2020
through Home Office funding to collect, review, and share quick-time learning from all police-recorded domestic
homicides and suspected suicides of individuals with a known history of domestic abuse victimisation during the
Covid-19 pandemic. All police forces in England and Wales submit notice of relevant deaths to the project shortly
after the death occurs. The research carried out by the Project is the first police-led work of its kind in England

and Wales and aimed to establish the impact of the Covid-19 and restrictions on domestic homicides and learn
lessons from every tragic death to seek to prevent future deaths. More detail, including key findings and
recommendations, can be found in our first report, ‘Domestic Homicides and Suspected Victim Suicides

During the Covid-19 Pandemic 2020-2021".

It has been recognised that compared to the extensive body of knowledge surrounding intimate partner violence,
there is less research and understanding around adult family violence/abuse (Sharp-Jeffs and Kelly, 2016). It has also
been recognised that current domestic abuse risk assessment tools in England and Wales are based —and therefore
focus — on dynamics of intimate partner violence/abuse and may fail to capture dynamics of adult family
violence/abuse (Sharp-leffs and Kelly, 2016; Bows, 2018; College of Policing, 2021). This briefing addresses this gap
by sharing new evidence around domestic homicides by family members and discussing the implications for risk
assessment and practice.

ADULT FAMILY HOMICIDES — KEY FINDINGS

Between 23" March 2020 and 21 March 2021, the Project recorded 184 deaths which were domestic homicides
and suspected victim suicides. 40 of these deaths (21.7%) were adult family homicides, involving the killing of an
individual aged 18 or over by an adult family member (excluding current or ex-intimate partners).
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Relationship of victim to suspect

The most common relationship of the victim to the suspect was
a parent (n = 25, 14 mothers and 11 fathers). 6 victims were
siblings (brothers killed by brothers). In 5 cases a grandparent
was killed by a grandchild (4 grandmothers and 1 grandfather).
The remaining cases involved wider family members.
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Around a third of victims (30%; n = 12) and suspects
WBAME W White (33%; n = 14) in adult family homicides were BAME.
This is slightly higher than BAME in the general
population (14%) and in intimate partner homicides
(20% of victims and 21% of suspects)
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KEY LEARNING THEMES

The Project asked forces to indicate the presence prior to the death, where known, of 23 different risk factors for
domestic homicide in relation to the suspect. Whilst the prevalence of these risks across all the cases are likely to be
under-estimates, the following risk factors emerged as the most commonly identified among the adult family
homicides:

Mental ill health: ) :
15 of the 25 suspects in the Hlstory of domestic abuse:

homicides of parents and 3 of the 5 Almost half of suspects were known to
suspects in the homicides of police for perpetrating domestic abuse

grandparents were recorded as  against intimate partners and/or family
experiencing mental il health, members. However, suspects in adult

including 6 diagnosed with family homicides were less known to
psychotic disorders. This was police for prior domestic abuse than
notably more common and more  intimate partner homicide suspects,
severe than in intimate partner and fewer were previously deemed

homicides high risk
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https://setdab.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/DHR-Uttlesford-Final-DM.pdf
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KEY LEARNING AND PRACTICE IMPLICATIONS FOR AGENCIES
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