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Factor Details Evidence Examples

1 Opportunity to offend – risk 
factor

Offender having access to his preferred 
victim type

Offender making decisions/engaging in 
behaviour to increase access to victims

2 Sexual preoccupation – risk 
factor

Sex is the offender's sole interest or 
carries a disproportionate significance in 
his life

Intense interest in sex: sex is used as a means of 
coping with negative mood; excessive use of 
pornography

3 Offence related sexual 
interests – risk factor

Risk involves sexual interests that are 
more easily gratified through offending 
than through legal consensual sexual 
activities

A sexual interest in children; forced sex; pleasure 
from causing pain or humiliation

4 Emotional congruence with 
children – risk factor

Emotional intimacy and romance with 
children

Feeling in love with a child; desire to spend large 
amounts of time with a child; pursuing child 
orientated employment or hobbies

5 Hostile orientation – risk 
factor

Negative orientation to others or rules Negativity or hostility to others; oppositional 
reaction to law, rules and supervision

6 Poor self-management –
risk factor

Chaotic and impulsive lifestyle resulting in 
stress, boredom or reckless choices

Random lifestyle; always in crisis; misuse of 
drugs or alcohol; financial difficulty; associates 
and support network

7 Social influences –
protective factor

Pro-social support network in individuals' 
life that could influence him in positive 
way

Positive individuals whom he values/ respects; 
his support network encourages him to change

8 Commitments to desist –
protective factor

Identifies a non-offending sense of who he 
is or becoming

Accounts of his offending past; can explain why 
he is different now; seeks out change 
opportunities

9 Intimate relationships –
protective factor

Having close relationship with a pro-social 
other person

Current positive relationships with others

10 Employment or positive 
routine – protective factor

Employment that brings him into contact 
with non-offenders

Current employment or any meaningful activity 
that provides a sense of purpose

11 Social investment –
protective factor

‘Giving something back’ Showing empathy and concern to victims; 
contribute to future generations and more likely 
to desist
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