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Abstract. With the vigorous development of the cultural industry across various regions, it is
influencing regional economic development in unprecedented ways. As an emerging industrial form,
the cultural industry, characterized by innovation, high added value, and low energy consumption,
has injected new vitality into regional economic development. In recent years, the importance of
cultural development to regional economic growth has been increasingly recognized. The
development of the cultural industry not only enhances the cultural soft power of a region but also
creates job opportunities, promotes industrial upgrading, and optimizes the economic structure,
thereby driving the sustainable and healthy development of regional economies. In the new era, to
promote economic development within regions, local areas should fully utilize and explore their
cultural characteristics, making the cultural industry a key engine for regional economic growth. By
integrating local cultural features and developing cultural industries with local characteristics, the
competitiveness of the cultural industry can be enhanced, and the attractiveness and cohesion of
the regional economy can be strengthened, thus promoting the common development of the cultural
industry and regional economy, and achieving comprehensive progress in economy and society.

Keywords: Cultural Industry, Regional Economy, Development Strategies.

1. The Role of the Cultural Industry in Regional Economic Development

1.1. Driving Regional Economic Development

Regional culture, formed through centuries and the efforts of generations, contains rich historical
heritage and showcases unique cultural connotations. This culture represents traditions and customs,
as well as the identity and spirit of a region. Proper development and inheritance of regional culture
can effectively promote economic development within the region, inject new vitality into the bustling
market economy, and create a suitable environment and atmosphere for economic growth. Each
region has its unique cultural characteristics, which are closely linked to local economic activities and
directly reflect economic development. Whether it's handicrafts, local cuisine, or traditional festivals,
these are the products of the combination of regional culture and economy, jointly promoting local
economic growth [1]. In the process of driving regional economic development, governments and
cultural departments have realized that culture is an important resource. The cultural industry, as a
product of the combination of culture and economy, meets people's growing spiritual and cultural
needs through the scale development and promotion of culture. The unique services and products
provided by the cultural industry enrich consumers' lives, injecting new momentum into economic
development.

1.2. Coordinated Development across Industries

The cultural industry can drive the coordinated development of related industries, as shown in
Table 1. The tourism industry is undoubtedly the most direct and significant way to drive economic
benefits. Actively developing tourism can effectively promote the overall regional economic market,
increasing consumer spending through attracting a large number of tourists, thereby fostering
prosperity across various sectors. When the number of tourists increases, the first to benefit is the
regional transportation industry [2]. To meet the travel needs of tourists, the transportation industry
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will encounter more business opportunities, thus driving greater economic benefits. Simultaneously,
the development of tourism greatly boosts the prosperity of the catering and service industries. With
the introduction of national policies supporting entrepreneurship, the catering industry has
experienced a period of vigorous development, though saturation has also appeared. The development
of tourism provides a solution to this problem. The arrival of tourists means more catering
consumption, effectively using the region's saturated catering resources. Increased customer volumes
in the catering and hotel industries directly increase the demand for service personnel, providing more
employment opportunities for local residents and further driving local economic development.

Table 1. Impact of Different Fields on Economic Benefits

Cultural industry Modes of Impact Economic Benefits Manifested
. . . Increases consumption in the consumer market, promoting the
Tourism Direct Drive . . .
development of various industries.
Transportation and Tourist . . . . .
X . Drives economic benefits, especially in remote areas.
transportation Transportation
Food and beverage Tourist Utilizes the region's saturated catering resources, increasing
industry Consumption employment opportunities.
Service industry Tourist Services Provides more employme_nt opportunities, promoting local
economic development.

1.3. Introducing More Development Resources

For regional economies to achieve healthy development, attention must be paid not only to
optimizing internal structures and enhancing strengths but also to attracting external funds. The
injection of external funds can provide strong support for the development of regional economies,
promoting industrial upgrading, technological innovation, and infrastructure construction. The
external promotion of regional culture is an important means to achieve the sustainable development
of culture. When showecasing regional culture with local characteristics, its unique cultural charm
should be highlighted to create a distinct regional image. By presenting the local economic and
cultural development achievements and excellent cultural heritage, the outside world can gain a
deeper understanding of the unique charm of the area, thereby enhancing identification with and
investment interest in the region. To achieve the goal of promoting regional culture, external
promotion should closely integrate local geography and cultural characteristics[3]. Building on the
foundation of traditional culture and combining the requirements of the new era, innovative cultural
expression forms should be developed, along with a tourism and scenic culture industry with regional
characteristics. Over time, this attracts more domestic and international tourists, bringing more
economic benefits to the area.

2. Current Issues Facing Regional Economic Development

2.1. Population Aging

Population aging in China is particularly prominent, not just as a demographic statistic change, but
as an important signal of socio-economic structural transformation, as illustrated in Figure 1. These
characteristics have resulted in an increasing burden of elderly care, profoundly affecting regional
economic development and the improvement of people’s living standards. Firstly, China's large
elderly population means more resources and efforts are required to meet their eldercare needs. With
the aging population growing, pressures on the pension system, demand for medical services, and the
shortage of social care services are increasingly evident. Secondly, the rapid pace of aging, compared
to some developed countries, requires us to adapt and respond quickly. However, due to historical,
cultural, economic, and other factors, China is not well-prepared in eldercare, making the burden even
heavier. Lastly, population aging in China also shows regional development imbalances; some
economically developed areas have a higher degree of aging, while some less developed regions have
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a lower degree. This imbalanced development poses challenges to regional economic development,
necessitating policies that consider regional differences to ensure the fairness and sustainability of

eldercare services.

Figure 1. Characteristics of Population Aging

2.2. Resource Issues

With the continuous development of urban modernization and the gradual improvement of
infrastructure, resource scarcity has become the most prominent problem in urban development, as
shown in Table 2. In the early stages of urban construction, rapid social progress often came at the
expense of the natural environment, leading to overexploitation of resources, environmental pollution,
and ecological destruction. This development model has led to the disappearance of many regional
cultures, and the ecological scale of cities continues to shrink. Nowadays, as the importance of
cultural development is increasingly recognized, more traditional cultural villages are being preserved
[4]. However, many village cultures still gradually disappear in the course of urbanization. The loss
of these cultures is not only a forgetting of history but also a deprivation of the local people's spiritual
life. Moreover, as urban populations continue to grow, the amount of household waste far exceeds
the city's original environmental capacity. The large amount of waste occupies precious land
resources, causing serious pollution to the air, water, and other natural environments. Such
environmental pollution directly lowers residents' quality of life and poses a threat to the sustainable
development of urban economies. Therefore, in the process of urban economic transformation and
development, it is necessary to timely address resource and environmental issues, strengthen the
protection of regional cultures, and promote local cultural development.

Table 2. Main Issues Faced by Urban Development

Problem domain The m?rl]rglzf:jaellenges Impacts Solution Strategies
Restricts economic Enhance resource utilization
Resource Over-exploitation and efficiency, develop a circular
: development, affects
management scarcity of resources . - economy, promote resource
quality of life ;
recycling and reuse
. . . Strengthen environmental
. Reduction in ecological Destroys ecological )
Environmental . . regulation, promote clean energy,
. size and environmental balance, threatens . .
protection . . , raise public awareness of
pollution residents' health ; g
environmental protection
Disappearance of Results in loss of Formulate cultural protection
Cultural traditional cultures and historical heritage, policies, reinforce the protection of
preservation reduction in cultural weakens sense of cultural heritage, foster the
diversity cultural identity development of cultural industries
Expansion of residential . Optimize urban planning and layout,
; . Damages ecological i )
. and industrial areas, . increase green spaces and public
Urban planning balance, reduces quality :
encroachment on of life areas, advance urban greening and
ecological spaces. ecological construction
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3. Effective Measures for Cultural Industry to Promote Regional Economic
Development

3.1. Establishing Cultural Industry Policies

To effectively attract investment and promote the vigorous development of the cultural industry,
the government should develop and implement a series of targeted cultural industry policies. First,
tax incentives are an important means to stimulate the innovation vitality of the cultural industry. The
government can encourage companies to increase innovation input and launch more high-quality
cultural products and services by reducing the tax burden on cultural enterprises, increasing their
funds available for R&D and market expansion. Second, financial support is indispensable for the
development of the cultural industry. The government could establish special funds for the cultural
industry to support the development of key cultural projects, the cultivation of excellent cultural
talents, and the construction of cultural infrastructure, laying a solid foundation for the long-term
development of the cultural industry. Third, market access policies are also an essential part of
cultural industry policies. The government should appropriately relax market access conditions,
allowing more capable and creative enterprises to enter the cultural industry, increasing market
competition vitality, and promoting the development of the cultural industry to a higher level [5].

3.2. Cultivating Cultural Industry Talent

To deeply promote the reform and development process of cities and stimulate urban innovation
vitality, outstanding talents are the source and driving force of innovative development. In the
emerging field of the cultural industry, higher demands are placed on the innovation capabilities of
practitioners. Although the cultural industry is still in its early stages of development in some regions,
facing economic disadvantages, this is precisely when talent retention issues should be more
emphasized. To attract and retain talents, innovative service mechanisms and protection mechanisms
should be created to foster an environment conducive to talent growth and development. Additionally,
cultural industry enterprises should improve internal employee reward systems, stimulating
employees' enthusiasm and creativity through both material and spiritual incentives. Establishing a
comprehensive training system, offering employees continuous learning and improvement
opportunities, helps enhance their professional skills and overall quality. The improvement of these
protection mechanisms can enhance employees’ sense of belonging to the corporate culture, increase
their confidence in corporate development, and truly unite corporate strength to promote the vigorous
development of the cultural industry, making a positive contribution to regional economic growth.

3.3. Establishing Cultural Industry Parks

The establishment of cultural industry parks is the most effective means to integrate cultural
industry resources and promote the development of the cultural industry. By establishing cultural
industry parks, urban cultural resources can be scientifically and effectively integrated, reasonably
allocated, and synergistically promote the development of various cultural industries. When planning
and constructing cultural industry parks, cities must consider the use of space to maximize the value
of every inch of land. Such parks should not only focus on culture and art but also possess diverse
urban basic functions, allowing consumers to experience rich cultural connotations and meet daily
consumption needs. Cultural industry parks should be comprehensive industry clusters, integrating
business, office, residential, hotel, entertainment, and other basic services. This arrangement
highlights the characteristics of the cultural industry, brings more economic development paths to the
city, and forms a good situation of coordinated development. Additionally, in planning spatial layouts,
cities should undertake scientific layout and reorganization, clearly define the basic functions of the
city, optimize the existing spatial structure, and meet the development needs of contemporary society.
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4. Conclusion

In the context of economic globalization, cultural exchanges and integration among regions are
becoming increasingly frequent, and the impact of the cultural industry on regional economic
development is becoming more significant. The cultural industry, as an emerging form of industry
with high innovation and interconnectivity, has close links with other industries. Governments and
relevant departments, by vigorously supporting the cultural industry, have not only promoted its rapid
development but also effectively driven the prosperity of other related industries, further optimizing
and upgrading the regional economic and industrial structure. The cultural industry, highly dependent
on creativity and innovation, requires a large number of professional talents for support. It is crucial
to pay high attention to the cultivation of comprehensive quality talents. Governments and society
should increase investment in the training of cultural industry talents, improve the attractiveness of
relevant policies, and attract more professional talents to participate in the construction of the cultural
industry. At the same time, strengthening the training and education of cultural industry practitioners,
improving their professional quality and innovation ability, provides strong talent support for the
development of the cultural industry, effectively and efficiently driving local regional economic
development.
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