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CHILDREN WHO WANT. 

WORK THE SHEPHERD-ST. 
MISSION ACCOMPLISHES. 

YEEDINGTHEHUNGRY ANDCLOTHING 
THE STARVED. 

SAD TALES OF SORROW AND 
SUFFERING AT PRESTON. 

(BY OUR OOMIM[SSIONER.) 
" Remember that if the opportunities for great 

deeds should never oome the opport,un.it,' fo:r good 
deeds is renewed for you d:&y by day."-Okl 
Ma.rim. 
Christmas is too speci:aJ season of those oha.rit.,,,ble 

opportlllimes w'1iicli oau lesieii tlie BOrrows and too 
safferings of the poor and ma.Im too heart glad ,vith 
tb.e unspea.k.able pleasure of aots of mercy si.len:try 
di:me. A yes:r a.go, when helping to serve out hot 
and nutritious soup a.od bread in the Sihepherd~t 
.Mission Room. Plreston, to a crowd of hungry ragged 
ch.ikl:ren, w'bo had oome :imo the wmm room shiv. •r• 
mg, their ragged garments sopping wet through 
with the biting sleet showers, I was a.ttracted by a 
little chap whose =s rare blood raw with t.he 
frost, &nd ~hose teeth were oh.attering with ~ oolcl. 
We placed him nea.r the stave, ailld got him a bi.g 
bas:iD. of eoup, whioh he drank greedily, and the junk 
of bread speedily disappeared. In a few moments 
I saw 1iim crying, and asked, "Now: my little ·: 
me.n, wcatevar is the matter 1" He sa.id htl wu.s 
hungry still, and wauted more. I • sa.id· to him, 
" 'Wbat .. ha,d you to you.r breakfast?" and 
he· replied, "Please. sir, we've ge!:ten· no: 
brea.ki,ubt<:; wt ow· lioubt!. • We gave hi.in · aJJ· ho 
w.a.n.ood, a.fll:l· too)< him t.o the a,o,t.rroom tilie' sta.r, ed' . 
IittJ.e OOES-'-wilio oome for cki.iJy clin.n.ers-k:now so ·, 
weil, ,alna r.iggeofhiim u1, .w~1:'h:.,, _li.lmle kn.i,tted 'j ~ y, 
qtnte a .. E<WeLI ovarooat, a.rid u. oosy oa.p, a.ncl 1ie 
toddle:d off to sch=l us 1m>ud as Punoh. On a 



.eeo:ma t.Bble was a.n equally pi.oohed, £riendless­
loooli:,m.g brod.her of his wlho had a double dose of 
8C1Up a.nd bread, amrl then we found tib.ree sisteni, 
aoo with a pa.r,tiou.l=ly aweet-l<X>king face. Not one 
oi 1lhem had had a biJbe before fJhey oa.me to that u.n­
eecbari.a.n templ1' af ha,pita.lity, wltiah is kept go~ 
out o.f tib.e generous g;i,f,t:a o.f bhe kii.nd-hea.-r<ted people 
of this to,m a.nd district. The girls I ha.ve referred 
PO were w.ratob:edly drC66ed, a11.d two of them were 
ma.de snu,g a.nd wa.rm out of the bun.d.ks of old 
olot.bmn,g i.n tib.e hi.g basket. 

, The so1Tows of these starved clril<iren so i.mi:ressed 
me that I went on Christ= E,e to the little cottage 
in a poor part of the town in which they lived. I 
knocked a.t the door, which was opened by a little 
girl, who said, " Daddy, it's the gentleman wot give 
ns them clothes." Ther e were eight children in front 
of a mere handful of fire, looking sad cnouirh , and 
tite father was seated gloomily with head bent, in a 
chair, at the corner, a.s if desolation sat upon him. 
They had not a bite of food in the house, but a little 
procession to a neighbouring well-lighted provision 
shop soon remedied all this, and one of the girls said, 
" We had been saying that Sa.nta Claus never ca.IIl<l 
to our house." There W&'3 a merry party in that 
poor home ere the children went to bed and the bells 
rang in Christm~ Day. All the eight chi1dren were 
at the Shepherd-street Christma,, morning breakfast, 
and each took a parcel home enough to keep the 
whole family going for a day or two. 

With the end of the asperities of winter the 
-dinners ceased. 

3 ·50 TO 4-00 FED DA1L Y. 
The 8Cene ,drifts t., a week ago. The dinners 

to the children began again, and we found poverty 
and hunger among the poor to an extent tha-t WM 

little a.nticipated. FTom 350 to 400 children .a.re 
fed daily. I inquired a.bout the family to w.hicb 
I have referred, and found to my sorrow_ th.a.t the 
two little boys had, since I saw them, p.,LSSed 
.beyond these voices, a.nd il iu little home h.a.d know_n 
& terrible sorrow. Gone f.ram .hunger and their 
world of sadness to the eternal rest. Yet 

The sunshdne from the heawn.}y Bhore 
Around t"hem a,; a g,loriou,; robe, 
Sha.ll shine iOl' evermore. 

Here is one of the tragedies of the slums, a _pathetio 
.illustr.i.t.ion of the want and sorrow whllCh .Mr. 
Willia.moon, and those so earnestly associated with 
him, are striving wit.h tihe small meJUld placed ai • 
their disposal to assuage. 

On.., oft.&! ied.; pu=led, in oontamplati.ng true 
humanita.ria.n wor<k in v-·hich every penny of the 
moneys su:hscribed is expended in giving relief, to 
know what fresh phase to present in our annual 
appeal for help. 'l'here is nothi.u~ like dealing wit.b 
-dry factB, letting the c.hildren spe&l< for themsclves. 

"1'.boe oc' day over 400 ol. tb.e alrildren of want 



e.nd suttermg were ied\ a.nd l went a.mong them., 
a.fter they had !had theiir dmners, amd asked pa.rtioo- • 
lam as to their homes. 'l'hoeoo I supplemented by 1 
a ,reference to rome prin,ted application forms for · 
clogs, on wh'ich fuJl pa.,·t1cu.lsa:rs are given by cle rgy 
and ministers of a.11 eh L>rohes, of the number of 
fami!ly, bhe nature o f employment af father a.nd 
motiher, and the total i!llQCXme. Ln quite a, number 
of. oases I found there were eight children in the 
house, and ma.ny of tlhem had iha.d no food at all 
prior to oomin,g to the mission room. M:runy of 
the child:ren had simply gone to school wiith a bit 
of dry brea.d. However good trade may be, then, 
are a.lwa,ys case,;, of sickness a.nd terrible poverty 
aJIDo rrg th,; poor, mamy of whom will suffer an-y 
privation rather th...n go with thei.r children to -tJhe 
work:house. In eome oases the fa,ther was dead ; 
in others, hb,e mother ba.d been oalled hence, and 
the elder girl had to be the mother of the house ; 
imd one wondered, [oolcing at the care-warn face, 
how she mama.goo. it all I could wish for noth1I4r 
better th,a,n th.a.t people should go down to She pherd. 
sbroot at ha.1£-past twel:ve o'clock any da,y, -a nd see 
the go-and work that is bemg done for t,he hungry, 
iJl -cla.d La.ds and laeses. 

STARYATtON BEFORE T-HE·M . 
I will cite a few cases. In the • ry first I come 

tx, the fomher is a lalbourer onJy partj,,Jly em[)loyed; 
the mctlher is ihl; there are five dhildre.n. and t'he 
tc,t,a.l inoom.e, true -wnn.tor, ha.s--never exce:e<led seven 
sh;l,lin,g-s a week ! Burt for the missi011 drinners these 
ohjidren would SULrYe . Take the very next c,a,;e, 

T.here a.re seven of a fam.j.ly . The f'81ther fiJJs coal 
bags, the motJher has no employmerut, and t.lie 
average weekly income for some time past has boon 
five shli.11iings per week. How are they to live? .A lJ 
the oh.i,ldren come to the daily dinners. Ca,;e 
number three. There a,re six o.l a family , vhe chil ­
d re.n in rn,gs, the clue! winds penetra.trin,g t;heir 
bodies . The fwt,her i,; out of work, so is the mot her, 
f11Jd one lit.t:e lad is doing odd jobs, earning throo 
srul ~"'S pe.r week, the t,otal income to pa v ront 
and provjde food a.nd olotlhmg ! But for the oha.rity 
of bhe fri-c.nds o f the mission the cihi,ldren wn<uld 
have a,bootlute st.i.rvat,ion before them. Come (ort..h 
wiit.b your gifts ye who lo,·e your fellow men! 

I ask a pinched girl with a, ragged wrap to cnver 
her fr ail fram e how ma ll ,Y there were at hom0 She 
sa,id, "Please, sir, t,.•n . with my dadda and rnarnm,1. ·• 
" 'A7hat does yoUJ fat,her do?" '' He's a, jciner, bllt. 
is r)ltt nf WOT k," ~h (' rcrl ic•d " .t\ nd your mot.h0r ?" 
S hc·fi out of work, t o P.'' On0 lad was workiri.r. He 
CLJ,rned ciµ-ht shillin,rs a wPck, which \\'a ; th0 tntal 
in<'om c. 1

' .-\re yo u C'\'l'r hungry?'' T t•~k cd. ;,;uJ she 
.sadly replied, " Oh , yes. sir ; we are nften . Jt 111:rt.a 
me inside somet,irn c>s when I want br2ad a.nd n:cn ' t 



get any. ·· .l:Soth lood anrl clogs ha,·c been given in 
this case. A little lad stands up. T-fo tolls me t hat 
there are five in their famil_v, and that his father, a 
labourer, is out of employment; his mother i~ out of 
work, there is not a penn y of iocome. and tbev a ll 
suffer the pangs of hunger. . • 

The woe-begone little children did enjoy their food, 
for they were us hungry as hunters, and pinched 
looking. It fil led one wi th sadness to look at thorn . 
I select ancther case--,five of a family, the fath r, a 
labourer out of work, the mother nothing t o clo, the 
children too young to work, and not a penny of in ­
come. . little ragged toddler told me thPre were 
eight in t heir family. " My dadda is too ill to work, 
and mammy is ill in bed A l we have coming in ;s 
ten sh il lings from the poor offi~e. w,. get what crt.sts 
w can. and are almost a lways h ungry." Sti ll th so 
sornws nf the poor go unh eard by you who fare 
plenteously! 

Rem is the wan ahild o f a dock lahoun-r. "Come 
and let us have a little cha t," I said. She told 
m e there were seven at home. nod they weTc Tory 
p<,a r a.ncl hungry, the on ly amount " a,ldll'd " in a 
week being a,t times t,hree shil lings. Th<' sad ljtt]o 
sonn i-0 of a.n ironwo rker told me th.at there are 
nine of a family ; the fo. the-r is o ut of work. but 
the mothe r goee out and ea.ms about t,en sh ill inir.i 
e. week. Case after rose •. oa sufforin,g I oould 
recite. A newspaper seller with a family of five, 
earns 7s. 6d. oer week. The dinners are !1 bless-· 
ing to this family. A knc,ckcr-up has n total 
itioome of 14s. a week. t-0 pav rent, nnd find 
clothing and food fo r c-l<'vPn <'hildrim. Im agine ! 
A poor widow hJ16 six ohildr<'n, a.nd not e. penny 
of inoome. But for the h'e,i~inl!s of th<'!!e dinners 
sho would be in the workho11Re, 11,nd the little one« 
pauperised. The last case I inquir.-d into w as 
one in which there was a. familv of 12. the fath<-r 
...n,:I mother out of work. a.nd • two children <'m ­
ployecl. the tat..] inoome being lls. a we<'k . 

W l\. L YO\J H IE\.P? 
Le.t t.bese terrible facts spea,k fo r themselve,i. Tt 

needs no sentiment to e.nla.rge upon t,bem. Let all 
the peoplo of Preston who are o.ble, give a.ooord-ing 
to their means, and en joy their ChrisinnM with tho 
knorledge that they have done something to pro7ids 
olotbing and food for the poor little ragged, hungry 
children of Preston. 

To-day we open a " Daily Post " fund to assist in • 
providing food and clothing for the poor children, 
o.nd shall be glad to announce subscriptions. The 
proprietors of the Embeo Hall have 'kindly promised 
us to give a cinc.matogTD.ph entertainment on the 
afternoon of Tue..<da.y next, and an entertainment and 
ooncert by the Lyne C'hoir on t he evening qf that -
day in aid o f our fund. 


