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SHEPHERD-STREET MISSION. 

- - •---

OPENING OF NEW SHELTER PREMISES. 
--•+•--

DR. R. C. BROWN 'S COMMENDATION OF THE WORK. 

THE OLD SHELTER. 

T he new ~ igh t Shelter which h as been erected in Laurel Street in con
n ection w it h t he Sheph erd Street Miss ion a t Preston was formally declared 
open b y Dr. H. C. Brown at a well-attended cerem ony on Wednesday aft er
noon. The shelter work of the Mission was commenced fo r the assista nce of 
m en on the road without means, and as a n experim ent cot tages were rented 
where the old shelte r now sta nds. One \\'aS used fo r th e purposes of a shelter, 
one fo r a boys' hom e, and one fo r t he caretaker. The p rovision of the shelter 
" ·as o g reatly appreciated t hat the cottages soon becam e too sm all for tl1c 
purpo ·e. Th e boys were t hen removed to rented p remi es , a nd the Children 's 
H ome b e<>un. The cottages were furni shed a nd enla rged, a nd as much room 
a llo\\'ed fo r t he shelt er as was poss ib le. 
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Thi s a lteration, however, a lso bt:came in adequate for the demands made 
upon th e shelter, a nd in 1902 a la r"e plot o f Janel, 11·it h st a bles, a workshop, 
a nd three cottages, in La urel Street, were purchased for £ 1,100. A new 
workshop was built, and th e la nd where the cottages toocl reserved fo r a 
shelter a nd other neces a ry accommodation when t he )fission was able to 
proceed with building operations. The Mission succeeded in getting out of 
debt t welve m onths ago, a nd t he pre en t new shelter premises were com
menced . These provide suitable accomm oda ti on fo r t he d ifferent classes of 
m en a nd youth s who apply for he lp . 

A large room on t h grou nd fl oor const it utes the shelter. l\Ien who arc 
11·ithout means work fo r t hei r supper a nd shelter , a nd pass on t heir way the 
fo llowin g morning. Those who attend after working hou rs pay one penny 
fo r shelt er. The room a bo,·e with beds is for the use of some of the regu lar 
m en a nd t hose who show a des ire t o do better fo r themselves, a nd for youth s ,,·ho 
h ave strayed t h rough var iou causes. There a re a lso rooms fo r th e care
takers, Corpora l and Mrs. Purslow, for those constantly empl oyed, for men 
whose a im is to start life afre h and get out of lodging-ho uses ; and another 
feature is the provision o[ rooms for remanded cases from the children 's courts 
at Preston, Blackburn , Barrow-in -Furness, horley, Garstang , and Leyland . 

THE 0PEN I I\C CE REM ONY. 

Th e i\Iayor of P reston ( . .\ldc rma n :\f. Mi ller) prcs icl ccl at t he a fternoon's 
ceremon y, at which there were present D r. Brown, Mr. A. A. Tobin , K .. , 
)I. P., Alderma n \V. E . Ord, Alderman J. Ormrod, Counci llor T. H ou" hton, 
Dr. Collin son; the R e,·s. B. :\"ightingale, \V. Machin, J. B . Ashton, a nd L. I . 
\V. Spencer; the hi ef onstable ; :\[cssrs. R. E . Small ey, Booth. D. L ind say, 
a nd others. _J_ 

The Mayor r eferred to the good work clone bv the i\Iission and shelter, 
a nd the admi.rab le service rendered by i\[r. a nd Mr: . \ \'illi a mson, a nd said 
s ubscribers t o th e work could rest assured that the m oney would be well 
spent. (H ear, hear. ) 

Mr. R. E. Sma lley, in the co urse of a fi na nc ia l s ta tement, said t he cost 
o ( the shelter had b een £ 1,267, and if t hey had paid a ll that was owin" they 
,rnuld have overdrawn at the bank £ 1,231. .i\Ir. Smalley urged the cla im s 
of the in titution for support , and :aid t here wa • not a cha rity throughout 
the length and breadth of England where so much o[ the m oney actua ll y 
subscribed reached the source fo r which it was intended. There was no filterin g 
of the fund s fo r heavily-paid officials, fo r out of every pound subscribed fo r 
t he Mission 19s. 1 l -1cl. reached that destination. (Appla use.) 

Dr. R. C. B rown said he had much pleasure in dec la ring the new shelter 
completed and ready for use, and in commending it to th e people of Pr . ton 
as a n object which deserved their sympath y a nd support. It was in tcre ting 
to cons ider for what class of m en the shelter was provided, and how it work 
was accomplished. It was intended fo r p enniless m en who were travellin g 
from town to town in earch of work, but not for the professional t ramp ; 
indeed, i t was fo und t hat few such characters v isited a p lace of that kind. 
The m en had to cut up a certa in qua ntit y of wood in r eturn for their supper 
and shelter , a nd then passed on the ir way the fo llowing morn ing. Those who 
went after working hours paid a pen ny for one night's accommodation in the 
shelter. The number of men on the road seemed to be constantly on the 
increase, a nd at times t here were so many t hat it was difficu lt to find work 
for them. During the past yea r 15,677 were provid ed with a ni 0 ht's sh elter. 



THE NEW SHELTER. 

EARLY i\JETHODS. 

l n t he early s ta•·•·es of the Shepherd Street Mission it was · the custom 
when destitute m en applied for assistance to g ive them some food a nd to 
pay fo r th eir night's lodgings, but it was found that in many cases the food 
g iven to them was sold , and th e mon ey paid fo r night 's lodging o-iven up to 
them by the lodging-house keeper. Although it was well known that t h ere 
were a g reat many m en asking fo r assistance who were too lazy to " ·or!, , and 
who spen t in drink whateYer money ll'as gi,·en to them , it was not suffic iently 
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recognised t hat ther e 11·erc mul t itudes tramping from town to to11·n \\'ho \l'crc
penniless ancl r ea lly deser v ing of help, and it was fo r th ese t hat the shel ter· 
ancl the arrangements associated w i th it \\' er e pro,· id ed . 

\bout t \\'O years ago, sa id Dr. Brown, he \\'ent wi t h a lady to sec t he· 
hcphercl Street i\li ss ion H ome fo r Children and t he men's. helter. The Jach · 

appear ed \'Cry m uch surprised 11·hen she found that at t he shelter t her e were
no beds, but she \\'as q uite sati sfied \\'hen it \\'as explained to her t hat i t wou ld 
be impossi ble to pro,·idc beds for p ennil ess m en \\'hO were on t heir way from 
town to to\\'n in sc,Lrch o f work, 11·ho \\'Cr c a t the shel ter fo r one ni ght on ly , 
and who \\'ere often so dirty that t he,· wer e unfit to be p laced in an ordinary 
bed . It 11·,L.· also pointed out to her t hat t he shel ter was t he alternat i ve to
\\'alk in g about the streets a ll ni g-h t exposed to \\'Ct and co ld, or sleeping on 
doorsteps or in unoccupied houses, and runnin i; th e ri sk o f bein g apprehended 
b,· the police. 

\\ 'OR K O F l\fR. A1'D MR~ . \\' ILLI A~ I SON . 

Dr. Hro,rn said he co uld not conclude \\'ithout expressing hi s grea t appre
ciat ion of the se l f-denying labou rs o f M r . and Mr .. \\ 'illia mson, who fo r so 
man,· years had spent the w ho le o [ their tim e in carryin g ou t , \\'ithout f ee 0 1-

r \\'ard , t he ,·arious good works which 11·cre associated with w hat was known 
as t he Shepherd Street M ission. (Applause.) H e must not omit to men t ion 
a l. o those who con. t ituted the Commi ttee, and wh o render so much persona l 
scn ·icc. \\'hat a blcs ing i t would be t o the town if m or e of the inhabitants 
\\'Ould assist in the good \\'Ork o f th e Shepherd Street Miss ion , ei ther by con
tributing to the fund 11·hat 11·as r eq uired fo r carn·ing i t on or b,· personal 
help. (Applause. ) 

l\fr. Tobin, ~1.P., proposed a vote o r t hanks to the l\ Iayor and to 1 r. 
Bro\\'n. He: said he did not think th e-re wa • a chapter in any book that an,· 
o f them read so o ften or w i th m ore in terest than the chapt er in t he Bible
about charit\·- charity no t in th e sense o r m er el,· g i v in g ou t o f surplus to 
t he necessitous poor, b ut chari ty in t he true m eaning of th e word , a warm 
hear t full of Jo,·e for those less well off than them:cl vcs, and w hich seemed to 
l rid i;e o,·cr th e gul f bcb\'Ccn t hose 11·ho 11·ere rich and t ho. c \\'ho wer e poor. 
Jt was because that great work o f t r ,· in g to brid"e over th a t gul f had been 
at tem pted b,· l\Ir. and l\Irs. \\ 'illiamson fo r so m any yea r s t hat he felt i t his 
d ut,•, as cer tain! ,· i t 11·as hi s pleasure, to be present t hat afternoon at what 
\\'as one of his first public duties since his re-election to Parliament for t he 
boro ll'' h. H e felt he was , ·oicing the feelings of ever yone when he expressed 
t he sympath,· of the people o{ P reston w i t h t he good \\'Ork carried on at t he: 
l\Jission , and of apprecia tion of the splendid 11·ork done by M r. and l\Irs. 
\\ ' illiamson. (Appl c1;use.) 

lckrman Ord seconded , and the , ·ote of t hanks \\'as ca rried w i t h enthu -
siasm . 

Th e co mpan y present a ften ,·ards paid a visit o f in pect ion o f t he new 
premises and also the old .-he l ter. 

•"HE GUARDIA~J PnlfHLNG WQR,<S, PRESTON, 


