
HELP THE CHILDREN. , 
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CHRISTMAS ·APPEAL FOR1/ A .. 
DESERVING CAUSE. 

A PRESTON MISSION THAT NEEDS YOUR 
SUPPORT. 

SHEPHERD-STREET'S EVER-INCREASING 
FAMILY. 

Father Christmas is com ing over t he 
glisten ing snow-capped peaks of fai ry
land ; 1,500 toys are packed on his s ilver 
sleigh , 1,500 breakfasts of good cheer for 
a wistful arm y of Preston's little ones in 
need. •Yes, Father Chr istmas is on h'is 
way to Shepherd-street agai n . 

Th~ road is long, his burden grows 
heavier every year. Will you h elp t o 
sp~ed !Jis coming, t o ease the load, and 
brmg Joy to _those . who so eagerly await 
t11e cloc½ chm1e eight, ancl the mission 
doors swrng open on Christm as morning? 
E
1 

very vear those loyal workers for Shep-
1erd-street u 1~~1u u ='<> 4- it. t,lrn t, F ather 
Christmas s fe ly reaches thi s lravefl. 

Theira is a great responsibility, for with 
such a love of children comes the realisa
tion of the desolation that would enter the 
hearts of thoEe little ones if Father 
Christmas pa~sed them by. But he has 
nernr fai1 erl them yet, Hnd· never will, so 
long as there ~re generous hearts in 
Preston. 

AN URGENT APPEAL. 
Last year breakfasts were provided for 

1,200 young folks, drawn from Preston's 
poorest families. But with the trade 
depression still levying its inevitable toll 
a, n urgent message was despatched to 
F ather Christmas appealing to hinl to 
provide an additional 300 breakfasts. 

Of course he would not let fj hepherd-street 
down : he would do !h is best on one condition
that Preston people rallied to !h is '.help in &Udh 
an emergency. Preston will eurely respond to 
his appeal. R eml'mhN, for so m-0ny of these 
children this brcukfnst with the glit tering toy
bedecked tree in the bnckgronnd will be their only 
shnre of the Ohristmas festivities 

But it Is not me rely because of the Christ• 
mas treat that the She pherd-street Missi on 
should be rememb ere d at this time of the year. 
The Mission Home carries on a great work 
the year round, sheltering children f t11m the 
terrible legacy of an unhealthy envi ronm ent, 
building their little bod ies so that they will 
be physically equipped for t he batt le of life. 

Wnen I walked into the building the other 
morning, writes a " Lancnshire Daily Post" 
represent-0.tive, bhere was thn.t dheory, hea.ltfuy 
atmosphere of one big happy homestced. 1n 
a Iritchon spotlessly clean was the cook prepar
iug the mid-day mcul. In ndjoining rooms 
oould be hoard the happy chatter 0£ little 
children, whilst tho older ones worked con
tentedly at their lessons. 

EVER-GROWI NG FAMILY. 
Like tho C'hristma.s treat, the work of the 

home grows apace, and hero again the industrial 
distress has brought fresh responsibility to t hose 
at the hPlm. 

This happy 
children; re no 
sub ri 111 J, 
.,,1 OS. ( 
oom ,I £411 la•t y ar 

Her u , 1s a 11 ,e worthy of the support 
of the to I pea~ . uio,\ly the rood work 
f,!oes on. " th a r ord on behalf o the poor 
childrrn of Pre.ton that should tr , I 
pocket8 as well as 1he hearts of the p oi,l f 
the town. 

Here is a typical example of what this cruoode 
is achieving. Six children were admitted to the 
home during the year. They were nil of one 
family ; their fa ther was dead, and their mother 
had to go into t,ho Infi rmar,Y for an opcmtion. 
Sh hru:J no :i:eln.ti.\'.es. o tends. I ok af er 

SHEPHERD-ST. MISSION. 

RECORD OF EXCELLENT 
WORK MAINTAINED. 

FIFTY CHILDREN IN RESIDENCE . 
_.\ruong those present a · the 54th annual meet

ing of the Shepherd-street 1\li sion at the Town 
H all, Preston, on T hursday. were four of the 
youngest children from t he- Ox!ord-street Homt", 
all looking chubby and comfo rtable. The two 
girls. for whose clothing a nd general welfare 
t ho IRnngers of Asl1ton S t. Andrew·s Girl Guides 
i,avo under taken the responsibil ity, looked par-

' ticularly _ neat. 
Tho Mayor (Councillor W. Lucas), who was 

accompanied l,y tho 1,foyoress, presided, a nd 
~poke of the ~pedal interest he had alway taken 
iu the splendid work of the mi ·sion. It wa • 
always, he said, a prhil~go a nd a pleasuro to do 
somct~ng for the childr •n. 

Mr. W. A. :Yargeri on, c·hairmnn. presented 
tl, e annual r eport of the committee, and 
expressed thauks for the continued financial 
support and help from many friends t hat enabled 
the ever -increasing work of the home and 
111ission to be carried on with a minimum of 
1mxiety. By the death of their superintendent 
and secretary (Mr. F. E. Chadwick) they had 
lost a capable leader and a good fnthcr . Mre. 
Chadwick had been appoin ted matron of the 
home, a nd Mr. T. A. Sinter, as,istant l'C<"retary, 
liad been appointed secretary and mis.ioner. 
Tho committee had been strengthened by the 
indusion of Mr. C. H. P lant. Health in the 
homo had been g,;,od, and Dr . Stnnwell, their 
hon. physician, had r endered Ynluable service. 

Duri11g the year nine children had been 
a.dmitted, eix consigued to the care of r elatives, 
t wo girls put in domestic service, and t hree bo;vs 
on farms. The home, witlt 50 children m 
residence, was full to capaci ty. 

INTEREST OF PRESTON G.S. BOYS. 
'rhe boys and masters of Pre tau Grammar 

School had taken a very acti rn interest in the 
l1omc, and had done much to brighten the lives 
of the children. 'l'J1ey provided the Christmas 
dinner. together with . toys and ~ifts, decorated 
the home. and cnt rtnmed the cluldren and staff 
to tea a nd a concert at the Grammar School, and 
also provided spending money for the whole 
family whilst on holiday at t he •easide. Over 
1,200 children were present at the Christmas 
breakfast, the :Mayor providing 1,000 toys. 

After referring to the various activities of the 
mi.sion and ham,,, and expressing thanks to 
many willing helpers. the report, referred to the 
opening of a Lads' Club to take youths in the 
n,i ssiou a rea off the streets and pro"ide them 
with healthy interest and trainiug. Two club 
ni!fh ts had been arranged, young members of 
' "loc H" helping with service and equipment. 

:illuch of the work .amoug t he children W6S 
helped l,y the K.S.P.C.C., and by the police. 
Jlo1.au y r etired police offi cers gave valuable 
iLelp, aud continur d their ,active inte-r eot in 
the work. In "' o·eccnt i11 ta.nee the police 
r eported to thP Miss ion that a widow, sup
porting six children, had had to go to hos
pital for an operation. Anrangements Wl're 
made for all the children to be cared for 
durin!f their mother's illness. 

LE TTERS FROM BOYS AND GIRL S. 
Extracts were r ood from grnteful letters 

from ol d boys a nd girls. Much • otLmu emcnt 
was causeci• by the naive and natura l blunde-r 
of " Ch= Iie." a. boy on a, farm, who wrote: 
" I l1opc you will be plea ed to h <'ar that I 
l ike my place and also my work. I will now 
t ell vou my work. '.lhe first thing I do when 
I ge"t np i: Jun e to bring the cows up, and 
then I have to wash their ' rudder ,' a.nd after 
tha.t I have to get r eady to go wi th the milk." 

Another wirote from Canada : " I ireceived 
my cheque all safe aud sound, and it will be 
in e. oofer 111.ace to-morrow." Ma-. 1'LaTg.eri•on. 
explained th at " my clicque " meant t lrnt the 
68.vings h had taceumulatcd whi io the 
Home h 1,.,en nt ou to im t he 
rhildreu 1 :ving11 b&nk the 
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ppl'a.l. £ 258 ]ls. ld. In ex-
peadi tn re the "ncipal item :w.as £131 for 
p NvI ions a nd thi ng, £ 50 ~ e t ha.n last 
year. The di recll maintenance .and super-
viaion charires ked out nt 10.. per week 
for each chil d. mp,arcd with 11•. pPr wl!l'k 
Iii the pre,·ious Pair . ThP d C'ficit h.n d in-
erMsed t heir b o,·eTdr,aft to £ 530. 

).Iovinlf the option of the report. ".\lr. 
:J"ames Dixon, lackb11rn, '" tre)!"nl.ar atten 
of t hese annu meetings for 30 yoors p st. 

n inc· ent th.at O<'Ct11Ted· on e. sea.aide 


