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John	Berger	was	able	to	put	into	words,

far	better	than	I	ever	could,	exactly

how	I	feel	about	drawing	and	its	value

as	a	mode	of	communication...





Due	 to	 the	 similarity	 of	 the	 words,	 Dyspraxia	 is

sometimes	confused	with	Dyslexia.	They	are,	however,

distinctly	different	conditions.

Dyspraxia	is	less	well	known	in	the	public	mind.

	

Dyspraxia	used	to	be	called:	

'Clumsy	 Child	 Syndrome'	 due	 to	 obvious	 gross	 motor

co-ordination	skills	difficulties	displayed	in	early

childhood.

Dyspraxia	is	now	known	to	be	a	life-long	condition,

and	 to	 also	 affect	 planning,	 organisation,	 memory,

thought	and	processing.

Dyspraxia	has	no	impact	on	intelligence	or

intellectual	ability.

I	was	diagnosed	with	Dyspraxia	when	I	was	50.

I	 had	 unknowingly	 lived	 with	 the	 impacts	 of	 the

condition	since	childhood,	adapting	many	aspects	of

my	life	around	quietly	coping,	avoiding		and	masking

problems,	 only	 becoming	 aware	 that	 my	 experiences

had	a	name	two	years	before	diagnosis.

Some	 of	 what	 is	 contained	 in	 Dyspraxicon	 0.1	 is

exploration,	 discovery,	 realisation	 and	 acceptance

that	 I	 always	 was,	 and	 always	 will	 be	 happily

Dyspraxic.











The	first	thing	I	had	to	do	

was	to	work	out	how	I	do	

what	I	do...
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I'm	trying	to	find	a	way	in...



Attempts	to	'draw	through'	the	problem















	I	decided	to	look	back	at	notes	I'd

made	for	various	reasons	during	my	time

in	teaching...

These	include	notes	for	lectures,

student	feedback,	meeting	notes	and

university	systems	guides.

There	is	a	current	trend	to	describe

notes	made	by	drawing	as	'sketchnotes'

by	those	who	want	to	separate	written

notes	from	drawn	notes.

I	don't	use	the	word.

Notes	made	with	drawings	are	just	notes.

They	are	how	I	make	notes.



Lecture	&	teaching	notes



Lecture	&	teaching	notes



Lecture	&	teaching	notes



Lecture	&	teaching	notes



Lecture	&	teaching	notes



Lecture	&	teaching	notes









Student	Feedback	notes





Student	Feedback	notes



Student	Feedback	notes



Student	Feedback	notes



'Day	Notes'	pages



Teaching	notes	on

camera	framing	and

composition



Notes	made	from	a	video

tutorial	on	how	to	use

Microsoft	Teams	at	the	start

of	lockdown



Notes	made	during	a	Teams

workshop	presentation



Notes	made	from	a	video

tutorial	on	how	to	use

Business	World	-	UCLan's

online	purchasing	system



This	 all	 gave	 me	 some	 insight	 into

how	 I	 process	 information,	 and

attempt	 to	 turn	 it	 into	 something

tangible	 in	 order	 to	 either

understand	 better	 or	 communicate

information	to	others...

I	turned	next	to	books...

In	 the	 following	 4	 pages	 I've

attempted	 to	 simulate	 some	 of	 the

issues	 I	 have	 with	 print,	 as	 laid

out	 in	 standard,	 traditionally

formatted	 fiction,	 non-fiction	 and

academic	books...	



Dense	blocks	of	text	with

little	room	for	the	words

to	breath	

How	the	text	feels	when	I

look	at	it



but	 I	 still	 see	 dense

blocks	of	type,	with	a

small	 break	 in	 the

middle	which	does	give

me	an	anchor	point	for

my	floating	eyes

This	is	a	little	better,

there	are	fewer	words	on

each	 page,	 and	 the	 text

is	divided	clearly



After	no	more	than	10	minutes

of	 reading	 text	 in	 this

format,	 sometimes	 much	 less,

the	 text	 begins	 to	 shift	 and

it	 becomes	 difficult	 to

maintain	 the	 position	 of	 one

line	following	into	the	next.

These	 2	 examples	 are	 an

attempt	 to	 simulate	 the

effect.



Another	 issue	 is	 the

harsh	 contrast	 between

the	 black	 text	 and	 the

white	page.

This	 has	 been	 reduced

somewhat	 in	 the	 image

below	 by	 creating	 an

off	white	page.



The	 following	 style	 guide,	 produced	 by	 the

British	 Dyslexia	 Association	 goes	 some	 way	 to

addressing	 the	 difficulties	 illustrated	 in	 the

previous	 pages,	 but	 in	 terms	 of	 visual	 style

and	aesthetic	design,	the	use	of	fonts	such	as

Arial	 and	 Comic	 Sans	 gives	 rise	 to	 the

impression	 that	 the	 quality	 of	 the	 design

doesn't	matter.

OpenDyslexic	and	Dyslexie	are	fonts	designed	to

help	Dyslexics,	although	their	success	has	been

questioned	 (Wery,	 Jessica	 J.;	 Diliberto,

Jennifer	 A.	 (18	 March	 2016),	 "The	 effect	 of	 a

specialized	 dyslexia	 font,	 OpenDyslexic,	 on

reading	rate	and	accuracy",	Annals	of	Dyslexia,

Springer	US,	67	(2):	114–127)

I	 also	 have	 to	 question	 them	 on	 their	 visual

appeal	 and	 design	 as	 fonts	 to	 be	 used	 in

quality	 graphic	 design	 projects	 and

publications.	They	are	ugly,	clunky	fonts.

Left:	OpenDyslexic	Right:	Dyslexie	









so...



Experiment:

Would	 it	 be	 possible	 to	 re-typeset	 an	 existing

short	 story	 (without	 changing	 a	 word	 of	 the

original	text)	in	a	format	that	would	not	only	be

more	easily	readable	by	someone	with	Dyspraxia,	but

also	look	visually	attractive,	in	terms	of	design,

layout	and	font	choice?

My	 first	 step	 was	 to	 re-visit	 examples	 of	 film

scripts	available	online.

The	 screenplay	 for	 a	 film	 is	 written	 in	 a	 set

format	 and	 has	 non	 of	 the	 issues	 of	 dense	 text

blocks.	The	layout	is	deliberately	open	to	allow	it

to	be	quickly	and	easily	read	and	the	writing	style

is	 straightforward	 and	 direct.	 The	 font	 echoes

traditional	 typewriter	 fonts	 (like	 this	 one	 -

Courier	New)	and	the	layout	is	designed	to	easily

distinguish	between	action,	character	and	dialogue.

The	 main	 difference	 between	 a	 screenplay	 and	 a

novel	 or	 short	 story	 is	 that	 a	 screenplay	 is	 not

telling	a	story,	it	is	describing	what	will	be	seen

and	heard	on	screen.

The	 following	 3	 pages	 of	 'FARGO'	 by	 the	 Cohen

Brothers	is	a	good	example	of	a	clearly	written	and

correctly	formatted	screenplay.









There	 have	 been	 attempts	 to	 write	 novels	 as

screenplays,	 and	 they	 are	 never	 very	 successful.

Readers	 who	 are	 not	 used	 to	 the	 writing	 style	 of	 the

screenplay	 find	 that	 they	 are	 less	 absorbed	 in	 the

story	 -	 because	 a	 screenplay	 describes	 the	 story,

rather	than	telling	a	story.

I	 decided	 to	 create	 a	 hybrid	 layout	 which	 referenced

the	clarity	of	the	screenplay	but	retained	the	text	and

structure	of	the	original	short	story.

The	following	are	2	short	stories	by	Ernest	Hemingway,

'Cat	in	the	Rain'	and	'A	Very	Short	Story'.

The	 original	 text	 version,	 as	 published	 is	 first,

followed	by	my	re-set	version.





























Reflection:

I	would	like	to	gather	feedback	on	this	small	experiment,	but

for	me,	personally,	I'm	very	satisfied	with	the	result.	Both

stories	have	been	given	a	clarity	and	sense	of	timing	that	I

couldn't	fully	appreciate	in	the	original	versions.	Breaking

the	sentences	apart	into	their	own	paragraph,	in	some	cases,

allows	 the	 reader	 to	 take	 in	 each	 sentence,	 a	 breath	 at	 a

time.	 Each	 line	 is	 given	 more	 weight	 as	 it	 is	 given	 more

space.	 Sentences	 in	 bold	 become	 more	 significant	 as	 either

scene	changes	or	emotional	pivot	points.

The	 dialogue	 is	 carefully	 laid	 out,	 with	 breaks	 to	 add

emphasis.

I	think	the	issues	which	would	cause	the	most	difficulty	with

publishing	 houses	 would	 be	 the	 economics	 of	 printing

dyspraxic	friendly	books.	The	paper	colour	would	have	to	be

carefully	sourced,	a	coloured	ink	would	have	to	be	used,	and

the	page	count	would	be	increased	due	to	the	more	open	design

of	 the	 page	 layouts.	 For	 digital	 or	 online	 printing,	 these

issues	would	be	reduced.

This	hasn't	been	a	simple	cut,	copy	and	paste	exercise.	Each

line	 has	 been	 considered	 in	 isolation,	 as	 part	 of	 a	 larger

paragraph	and	within	the	story	as	a	whole.

If	 more	 books	 were	 formatted	 this	 way	 I	 would	 certainly	 be

able		to	read	them,	and	remember	them	much	more		easily.	

I	 rarely	 finish	 a	 fiction	 book	 and	 concentrate	 on	 short

stories	compilations	for	that	reason.

I	genuinely	feel	that	there	is		more	development	and	research

to	 be	 done	 around	 this	 subject,	 possibly	 in	 collaboration

with	a	graphic	designer	and	publishing	expert.









Page	Layout:	Grids

Grids	 are	 the	 scaffolding	 or	 substructure	 of	 good

design	and	composition.

In	the	next	few	pages	I	reflect	on	their	usefulness

in	 this	 	 project	 to	 create	 balance,	 harmony	 and

order	in	otherwise	chaotic	pages.

The	3	'blue	box'	pages	demonstrate	not	only	EVERY

possible	 combination	 of	 panel	 layouts	 that	 can	 be

created	 from	 a	 3x3	 grid,	 but	 also	 a	 slightly

obsessive	tendency	I	have	for	completeness.

See	also:	Childhood	Drawings	&	Autistic	Traits.

















Cartoon

Originally	defined	as	a

preparatory	or	working	drawing

for	an	artist.

All	of	the	works	generated	for

this	project	can	be	described

as	cartoons,	in	both	the

original	and	current	definition

of	the	word.













Right	Shelf,	Wrong	Box

Organisation,	words	&	memory









Learning,	Thought	&	Memory













































Feets	of	Dexterity









Co-ordination	&	Rhythm

The	following	pages	contain

work	in	development	drawings

only

















Words,	Letters,	Repetition

&

Short	Term	Memory





















Perception

Light	Sensitivity

Names	and	Faces

This	Means	That

Excuses

&

The	Same,	But	Different

















Measuring	&	Assessing	Knowledge

Based	on

The	Same	but	Different



OK,	try	and	stay	with	me
	on	this	faux-algebra	th

ing...







School	Sports

Personal	memories	of	sporting

activities	at	junior	and

secondary	schools

see	also:	co-ordination,

kicking	&	catching







Notice	the	repeating	of	my	name,	capitals	then	upper

&	 lower	 case,	 and	 especially	 the	 small	 details	 of

the	missed	k,	added	as	a	dropdown	and	the	mirroring

of	the	a	and	r	letterforms.



Early	Childhood	Research

"Ho	Wizard,	Why	have	you	changed	me?"

As	a	child	I	often	worried	that	I	was	different,

that	I	didn't	belong	or	fit	in,	that	I	didn't	like	a

lot	of	the	things	my	fellow	classmates	liked.

I	was	surprised	to	find	this	drawing.

I	would	have	been	about	6	yrs	old.

Maybe	we're	all	like	that	at	that	age?

Early	Childhood	Research

"Ho	Wizard,	Why	have	you	changed	me?"



This	is	a	list	of	the	illustrations	that	follow:

2	small	landscape	drawings	(age	6)

Small	details	are	more	important	than	the	'big

picture'.	Lots	of	ideas,	lots	of	types	of	things,

lots	of	motion	and	humour.

School	of	Fish	(c.age	7)	and	Kangaroos	(age	6)

I	knew	whales	weren't	fish	but	I	drew	it	anyway.

I	see	myself	in	both	pupil	whales,	I	liked

'Hisory'	(note	the	mis-spelling)	but	found	my

mind	would	wander,	I	daydreamed	a	lot.

Note	the	small	numbers	to	the	sides	of	the

kangaroos.	This	isn't	a	drawing	of		multiple

animals,	but	analysing	the	motion	of	a	single

kangaroo.

INN	(age	6)

This	painting	caused	an	argument	with	my	teacher.

See	the	page	for	more	details.

4	Comics	(age	7?)

4	standalone	stories,	written	and	drawn

'straight-ahead',	without	any	pre-planning.

Spontaneous	and	immediate	drawing	and	thinking.







At	the	time,	I	had	discovered	the	curve	of	the	nostrils	where	the

nose	joins	the	face	and	incorporated	it	in	this	painting.	Mrs.

Lewis	(yes,	I	remember)	refused	to	hang	the	picture	on	the	wall

because	"noses	don't	look	like	that".

I	knew	I	was	right.

Note	the	word	INN.	I	liked	words	with	multiple	meanings.	

Note	the	head	looking	'out'	of	the	'in'	and	the	footballer,

ignoring	the	doorman	and	going	'in'	what	I	vaguely	recall	was	the

exit,	but	I	couldn't	spell	it		at	the	time.











Secondary	Education	Drawings

NB:	all	produced	before	the	invention	of	the

internet

12	pages	of	a	sketchbook	(early	1980s)

'Impossible	Misconceptions'

Evidence	of	taking	things	literally,	literally;

and	some	hints	at	obsessive	behaviours.

History	of	Comics	(mid	1980s)

2	pages	of	a	4	page	illustrated	history	of	comic

strips	I	researched	and	created.

Dynamite	Gags	(mid	1980s)

5	x	A3	pages	of	gags	(most	of	which	aren't	that

funny)	using	only	a	character	and	a	stick	of

dynamite.	More	hints	at	a	desire	for	exhaustive

completeness	and	obsessive	tendencies.

Typewriter	Portrait	(mid	1980s)

Another	slightly	obsessive	picture,	created	on	a

typewriter,	drawing	with	letters.

Quavers	(mid	1980s)

I	loved		playing	with	the	sounds	of	words	(I

still	do).	Here's	another	example.

MacBad	(mid	1980s)

I	decided	to	adapt	Macbeth	as	a	24	page		comic

book.	Who	did	I	think	I	was!	It's	pretty	awful	to

reread,	but	here's	the	front	cover.























Autistic	Traits	in	Dyspraxia

Based	on	research	conducted,	I	decided

to	explore	the	prevalence	of	Autistic

traits	in	Dyspraxia.	This	is	something

I'd	never	considered	before	starting

this	project...















I've	had	some	hesitations	over

whether	to	include	some	of	the	pieces

of	personal	reflection,	but	on

balance	I	decided	that	the	difficult

questions	are	as	much	part	of	the

research	process	for	me	as	the

easier,	more	light-hearted	work.

Saying	too	much,	'over	sharing'	is

another	one	of	the	signs	of	the

dyspraxic	mind.







Roughs	and	Designs

Rough	notes	for	further

development	and	character

designs







Autistic	traits



Awkward	photography





There	is	a	lot	to	be	said	about	how	the	brain	works

when	it	comes	to	driving,	processing	multiple	sources

of	information	and	making	quick	decisions.

Over	the	years	I,	and	my	wife,	Sally,	have

experienced	many	occasions	when	my	dyspraxic	brain

shorts	out.

Driving	is	an	important	subject	to	cover	because	it

brings	so	many	difficulties	together	in	one	activity.

Unfortunately,	this	will	have	to	wait	until

Dyspraxicon	0.2





I've	been	told	many	times	to	just	watch	a	film	or	TV

show	'like	a	normal	person'

I've	ruined	a	few	final	episodes	of	murder	dramas

and	get	very	knotted	up	if	a	writer	doesn't	follow

the	storyline's	internal	logic



Thoughts	on	visualising	though	processes



Character	'voice'	designs

...and	bendy	wrists

and	fingers



more	designs	and	a	pre-draw

cartoon	to	plan	the	'foot

recalibration'	section



Interim	Thoughts	&	Conclusions







Notes

Draw	your	own	conclusions...










