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A Bright Spot in Slumdom. 

:Jle/jievements of 

a q>reston Mission. 

(BY OUR COMMISSIONER.) 

To bring healing to the sick, refuge t-0 the home­
le s, and food to the hungry are among the most 
manifest evidences of practical Christianity. Yet, 
men and women engaged in the beneficent offices of 
charity among the poor and downfallen complain much 
of the Laodicean and lethargic attitude of present-day 
society to evangelistic enterprises. It is hard to get 
funds Jet a lone personal help towards t he solution of 
the awful problem of the "submerged tenth." Much 
is done by a few people, and the sense of obligation 
on the part of the majo1•ity and the well-to-do is 
lamentably weak. It is sad that a work of the 
philanthropic value of that pursued in the slums of 
Preston by Mr. Williamson and his ooadju fors should 
stand in need of appeal, and that any debt should 
be permitted to hang over their heads. 

Shortly before Christmas I spent a night among 
the impoverished children who nightly receive a 
good supper in the Shepherd-street Mission Room. 
lt reminded me very much of the touching episode 
of Bob Cratchit's Christmas party, and I then 
prom i ed myself t he pleasure of going round some 
ni ght to see tbe other aspects of helpfulness which 
arn embraced in Mr. Williamson's unpaid enter­
prises. The s uppers will stop this week-end. They 
have been varied and nutritious, and as a wind-up 
ooffee and buns in plenty '.have been provided each 
night this week as a chang-e from the savoury soups 
usuaJiy provided. On Tuesday no less than 400 
wretched and ragged little ones were gathered in, 
and as one surveyed their grateful faces over the 
steaming basins the words burned deep in one's heart, 
' · Thou s halt be blessed, for they cannot recompense 
thee." Trade is bad in Preston; many of the 



children are in extreme poverty, and if sufficient 
h el p is forthcoming i\lr. Williarruson propa;es to pro­
vide a number of rngge<l children who will otherwise 

<> uffe r t he pangs of hunger, with a good <!inner fo r 
a month or two to come. Surely t he better circum­
stanced of Preston will enable him to carry ou t 
this intention. 

Shepherd-5treet and i ts arteries were, for years, 
the wonst p ar ts of the borough as regarded sin and 
crime, the black blot on the map of Preston. Many 
of the cottages, with their unspea.lmble s lums, have 
been razed for busine,;s ente rprises, and many of the 
" birds of t he night " have flown to other alleys . 
Still, ma.ny of the Magdalines are le ft, an<l there 
.a re numerous families most impoverishe<l and help­
less. The mission of Mr. Willia.mson h as don<> 
much for these. It has rescuod many o f the fa.lien 
and established their goings on pure paths. It has 
refo rmed many men and women, clothed the naked, 
fe<l the hungry, and taken comforts and consola.t ions 
to the sick and dying. 

I t is a wide, many-5ided enterprise, which began 
in 1876, when ~lr. Willia.mson bega.n h is work in a 
cotta.ge le nt . to h im by a blind man. Three yea.rs 
la.ter an old handloom shop was ta.ken in Shepherd-
6treet to accommodate- 100- people. In 1892 the 
bu ild ing parti a lly colla.psed, and the present i\1lission 
Hall, to accommodate 250 people, was erected. Boys 
being reared in immoral surromidings were rescued 
and sent to o ther towns and to Ca.nada, where t hey 
are doing we ll. Two yea.1-s later were rented , a nd 
afte rwa.rds purchased, three cotta.g€S in La.urel-5treet, 
o ne for a ;[Ile n's shelter, another for a. boys' home, 
a.nd the third as the residence of t he . superintendent. 
·work was found for the boys in the da.y-time chop­
ping wood. In 1898 two houses were rented in 
Berry-street to accommodate the boys. The property 
in Laurel-street was pulled down, and a men's shelter 
e rected on the site . A la.rge shelter was used for 
wood choppin g. and here the men earned the price of 
the ir 1o<lgin is and food. Still , there we re many 
destitute children cla.mourinl} for help, and in 1900 
there was purchased Crow Hill House, Oxford-street, 
where over 30 boys and girls ca.n be provided for. 
In 1901 25 children we re fully maintained; 11,058 
men received a. n ight's lodgings, fOT which they pa id 
by tf1e proceeds of their wood chopping, and 'near ly 
h alf of them a meal also ; and by this means 205.202 
bundles and 1,750 bags o f firewood were prepared 
and sold. T he adult pa.rt of the or ga.nisation is 
self-supporting, and the children's part of it is ma.in­
tained at remarkably sma.lJ cost, a fact due to Mr. 
and Mrs. Williamson giving their whole t ime without 
a cent of recompense, and even providing their own 
s ustenance. An appeal was issued before the Guild 
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fo r t he erection of new workshops, to clear off the 
debt on the men's shelter , a.nd t he children's home. 
The s um of £ 2,500 was asked for, but t he a mount 
ubiscri bed was not ,11,y thing like adequate. Still, a. 

good works hop was e rected . There is st ill a total 
debt of over £ 2.000 o n the bui kl ings and estate. a.nd 
one ca nnot help thinking t hat there are some 
hun<lre<ls of people in t h is d istrict who could , with 
g rc a.test ease and self-satisfu,etion, put down £1 ea,eh, 
a,nd thus e xt inguish tho liab ilit ies an<l establ ish the 
goings of t his noble m iss ion. The E arl of Derby 
has p romi eel his help, and d oubtless othe r noblemen 
a.n<l g-entle men in No rthern L ancashire wi ll follow 
his µ-c n<'rous example . The wod < is developing, as 
show n hy the fact tha.t last year 228,862 bundles of 
firewood were sold ; a night's shelter had been pro­
\'idecl for 12.646, a.nd s1.mpe r o r bre a.kfast fo r 5.316. 
A new shelte r. which will cost £1.000. and fo r whi ch 
th<' rc is a.bundant land, is a real necessity. 

Anyhow, I -am o n my second t ou1·. The un, won­
derful to relate. lighted up t he dingy stre-e fs and the 
malodorous courts. Mr. W illiamson walks a.long, 
and fa ces wan and unwashe d brigh te n as he p asses. 
H e has brought sunshine into many a. sad heart here­
abouts . Lux in tenebris I 

• W e, make for t he workshop, a n open timbered, 
cement -fl oore d buildin g, with st acks of chopped wood. 
in wired bundles, to the r ight . One of t he permanent 
workmen was drawing nails ou t of old t imber, and a 
few boy- were wiring bundles and clear ing o ff th e, 
cle-b ris made by t he 24 men who Imel , in sets o f four, 
with a ca rrier to each set, been chopping fi rewood 
from the squa re blocks s-li ced o ff by a circula.r saw 
driven bv a c,;a s engine. The work, which t akes from 
one to two h ours , was practically over . We peeped 
into Mr . W ill iamson's o ffi ce. went in to the yard with 
its heaps of old woodwork, and then, throu;,;h -a clea.n 
cottage. we pass the old wood-choppi ng cella r, down 
·a passage, and enter the shelter , com fortably warmed 
by steam pip -s '!'he place was almost fi ll ed by th e, 
woodchoppers- a ll men o n thC' road anrl cu t of work. 
'They had been re fre heel with tea and foorl . Some­
times the)' arfl g·i,·en soup. They were of all ages and 

•oln sses. There was not a lrnh i·tua.l tt-amp among t he m. 
·• The tramps don ' t work. " said Mr. Williamson; 
" they <'at. t!w brPad of idleness, and live by begging 
and tricke ry." ' I t alked to th e men. Ma.ny we re 
ironworkc rs who had been o ut for vari.ous periods. A 
few were operatives. One was promised weaving on 
t he morrow. Anothe r. an old " Darre ne-r." wa.s a 
pa.rt ially paral ysed spinne1·. Som were la bourers. 
There was a sprinkling of you ng fe llows. bu t the 
fa cial expres. ion of e ve ry one was that of the man of 
sor rows. W hat t ragedi o f life we re r0presented ! 



H ow true it is that, one-half th world do not knOIV 
how the othe r half liYe ! '!'hey were glad to sit 
huddled on the forms in a warm atmosphere and t ,Llk 
to ono another. heltered from the east wind. The re 
are no beds. The shadows of night were fallino- e-re 
I left them, and they would soon lie down, side by 
side, on the floor, to dream maybe--0f work and th·e 
old hou 0 e at home ! Sad parinlis and outonsts, gr ate­
ful for th e h lter of a warm room ! 

And now to he cherub,;! vVc tmnsfc-r onrs0 h·cs 
in a few minutes to Crow Hill Hous0, where some 30 
boy and girl arc being main ta ined and brought up 
under the most healthy conditions. Some are orphano 
others consigned <by written consent of parents~ 
wort_hless ,and often d_runke n,P,arcnts-to ~IJ:r. and Mrs. 
VV1lhnmson who, actmg 1n loco parent1S," train the 
little ones with lov ing solicitude. What a lot of pasts 
and presents I could cit".. Some were taken in di1iy, 
r agged, and pale and prn cbed-a few were living 
skele tons. And look at them now! Pl ump and 
rnsy, clean and merry. They were playino- by tJle 
gardens which environ tho <house--shuttie~ck, top . 
and h~p~sootch. . They cluster affectionately round 
:Mr. "\V1lhamson m exuberant groups. Tea was being 
prepa.red; then lessons : next. ni ght prayers; bed at 
seven to rise refreshed in ,a sweet pure <home ,wt seven 
n ext m orning, when they are washed. !breakfasted 
mwde tidy, a.nd sent o ff to fhe school of the de nomina~ 
tion to which they belong. No questions of creed 
are wsked here. " You are my angels are n't you?" 
dbserved Mr. Williamson, as we passed t hrou o-h the 
pl ace, and they laughed and shyly said " Ye,;'; s ir." 
The dormitories are spotless , all t he windows were 
open, the 'breezes playing ove r tfu.e be<ls and cots, ,and 
the arrange ments for the re fect ion of the little ones 
were most comple te. As the you.no-sters grow up 
t'hey are sent away to learn trades and employments 
,'I.mid <healthy surrou ndings, and some ,are J!Ot off to 
Cana la. In every case the report is s,i,tisfactory. 
There is qui te a nre tty expa nse o f well-kept gardens 
and flower-beds ,abo ut the place, and in a long strebch 
of gla are vines and tomato houses-the fruit from 
whioh is sold for the 'benefit of t'he poor. This. then, 
is th e outcome of my tour in the h eart of Preston 

,Slumdom thi s week, "By their fruits shall you 
know them." H ere is the very glory of Christian 
e nterprise-rescuing the fallen, takin g to you r arms 
tbe children of sin and squalor, and eleYatini:r their 
lives. People often expreos t heir sorrow at suffer ing-, 
It is Yer-· easy. but very cold comfort. The crowd 
assembled near London Bridge were full of wrrow 
t be o~her day when the oo~ter 's donkey fell dead, 
A Quaker came up and Quietly rem arked to a man 
profuse in ibi s regrets . " Friend I'm a pound sorry, 
H ow much art thou?" V erbum sap . 
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